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Walter Martin: Patron Saint of Evangelical Apologists 

Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

“We’re suffering from an endemic disease,” preached apologist Walter Martin.  “This disease in the 

Christian world is known by its Latin name, non-rock-a-boatus.  What it really means is, ‘Whatever 

you do, don’t rock the boat.’  The cure for this is a baptism of boldness.”  Martin continues, “I was on 

a national Christian television show once.  And the hosts—a man and woman who shall remain 

nameless—were asking me questions.  And the lady got upset with me and said, ‘Dr. Martin, nobody 

can gainsay the work you’ve done on the world of the cults.  We just praise and thank the Lord for 

that.’ (Whenever I hear something like this, I know what’s coming next—I’m about to get shot at.)  

And she said, ‘However, I do have a constructive criticism to make.’  I said, ‘What is it?’ She said, 

‘You don’t show enough love.  You’ve got to really love these people.’  So I said, ‘I love Mormons, I 

love Jehovah’s Witnesses, I love the people in the cults.  I have given my life to witnessing to them till 

the day I go home in glory.  I’m fighting for their souls.’  Then I said, ‘You’ve got to tell them more 

than ‘Jesus loves you.’ You need to tell them that Jesus is going to judge them.  If they’re not going to 

receive love, they’re going to receive justice’.”- Walter Martin 

 

“You may be thinking, ‘You seem pretty uptight about this non-rock-a-boatus, Dr. Martin.’  And I 

am, because we need to get rid of this non-rock-a-boatus mentality that is so prevalent in this country.  

The apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 2:4:2 doesn’t hesitate to talk about the things that concern him.  He 

says, ‘I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ who will judge the living and the 

dead and his appearing in his kingdom, preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.’  Do you know there are Christians 

running around today waiting for a convenient moment to “preach the word” that never comes?  And 

the reason it never comes is because God doesn’t care about convenience; God cares about 

obedience.  So you preach the Word, whether it’s convenient or inconvenient, “in season,” or “out of 

season.”1  These are the words of Walter R. Martin, one of the most influential Evangelical Christians 

in the last thirty years, who attempted as an Evangelical, “to contend earnestly for the faith that was 

once and for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).- Walter Martin 

                                                           
1 “Baptism of Boldness,” Walter Martin Tape, CRI catalog number C-144. 
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        Contrary to what some writers have asserted, Fundamentalism never died.2  After the 

Scopes “Monkey trial” in 1925, while not contending against Modernism and Liberalism 

visibly anymore, fundamentalism developed and matured as a movement with the use of 

radio and magazines, into what was termed Evangelicalism during the 1930s through the 

1950s.  Although the terms have historically been used interchangeable, Evangelicals have 

been fundamentalist with essential doctrine of Christianity, but had a greater interest in 

academic excellence and intellectual reform since the late 1940s.  While mainline 

Protestantism seemed on the decline, Evangelicals such as Charles P. Fuller and Paul Rader 

reached a great number of people through the airwaves.   

     Evangelicalism was an effort of those who held to the fundamentals of the Christian 

faith, and were willing to be a voice and to be heard by all the world in the preaching of the 

gospel. Historian George Marsden writes of this period, “After World War II, many people 

whose religious upbringing had been shaped by fundamentalism were becoming more 

affluent and better educated and began moving from stricter fundamentalism to broader 

evangelicalism.”3  According to Christian leaders of this time, the Fundamentalist movement 

matured into Evangelicalism by staying conservative concerning what was called essential 

doctrine of Christianity, but with a change in an effort at intellectual reform within the 

evangelical community.4  This attempt at reform produced results such as the forming of the 

National Association of Evangelicals in 1942, the founding of Fuller Theological Seminary in 

                                                           
2 Christian Century magazine wrote an obituary for fundamentalism after the Scopes trial in the June 24, 1926 issue. 
3 George M. Marsden, Reforming Fundamentalism: Fuller Seminary and the New Evangelicalism, (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1987) pg. 10-11. 
4 In a Festschrift dedicated to Wilbur M. Smith in 1978, Harold J. Ockengo recalls, “Fundamentalist leaders 
maintained their influence through individual pulpits, radio ministries, Bible Schools, and Bible conferences.  
They were committed to creedal Christianity, apologetically expressed.”  He continues how they unfortunately 
separated from the fight with Liberalism and developed a “come-outist” foundation.  He continues, “The name 
‘evangelical’ eventually supplanted the name ‘fundamentalist.’ By 1942, evangelical was equated with orthodox, as 
was evidenced by the naming of the interdenominational cooperative movement ‘The National Association of 
Evangelicals.’  Evangelicalism became a synonym for fundamentalism…In 1947, I coined the phrase “the new 
evangelicalism’…[The new evangelicalism] differs from fundamentalism in its willingness to handle the societal 
problems that fundamentalism evaded…The true Christian faith is a theology which produces supernatural 
personal experience of salvation and a social philosophy.  Doctrine and social ethics are Christian disciplines.” 
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1947, and Evangelical periodicals and publishing houses in the 1950s through the 1960s.  

Evangelicals attempted to gain greater intellectual respect and influence through these 

organizations, publications and schools.  The desire was a clear break from the 

fundamentalist past to an open-minded, willingness to accommodate certain non-essential 

doctrine,  in an effort to produce a greater ecumenism within the Evangelical community.  

This would serve well as a united front among Evangelicals, but it would also lead to an 

unexpected separation of these leading Evangelicals in 1957 because of the popular 

preaching of young Billy Graham.5 

     It was during this time and the result of these changes that one of the more interesting 

and influential figures in Evangelicalism made his appearance in the 1950s.  After the growth 

of radio, the world-wide spreading of the gospel, a voice was heard throughout the United 

States, not fighting Modernism, nor even fighting for a particular confessionally Protestant 

position, but an Evangelical who would assert the essentials of the Christian faith, using his 

intellect, radio, publications and the general growth and influence of the Evangelical 

community to contend against the sects and cults that had arisen in the United States, while 

remaining a Fundamentalist at heart; albeit an enlightened one.6  The voice was that of 

Walter Martin, known affectionately and professionally to his followers as “The Bible 

Answer Man.” 

 

I. Walter Martin’s Early Years and Eternity Magazine 

                                                                                                                                                               
Harold J. Ockenga, “From Fundamentalism, Through New Evangelicalism, to Evangelicalism” Evangelical Roots: 
A Tribute to Wilbur Smith, ed. Kenneth S. Kantzer (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1978), pp.38-39. 
5 See Joel A. Carpenter, Revive Us Again: The Reawakening of American Fundamentalism, (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1997).  Michael Hamilton writes of the historical period of this book, “This is the story of 
fundamentalism between 1925 and 1950—it’s ‘hidden years’ between the defeats of the fundamentalist-modernist 
controversies and the emergence of Billy Graham.  It is a story of institution-building, network-formation, and 
most importantly, ideological transformation.” 
6 Walter Martin was an enlightened fundamentalist, who did not hold to a particular confession, except that he 
held to the standards of what he termed “essential Christianity.”  These doctrines, according to him were those 
doctrines that have been consistent throughout the life of the historic, Christian faith.  Such doctrines as the 
trinity, deity of Christ, original sin and the fallen state of man, the atonement, the bodily resurrection, the return 
of Christ.  He used the slogan that was used at the first Evangelical Alliance in 1873: “In essentials, unity; in non-
essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” From telephone interview with Chancellor Vernon Grounds, Denver 
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     Even before Martin’s use of radio as the medium for contending for the faith, he 

awakened many Evangelicals to a new apologetic phase of evangelism in contending for the 

faith, over against the cults that were spreading and affecting evangelicals concerned about 

the promulgation of the true gospel.  Although Martin stood on an Evangelical doctrinal 

position, his most important task at hand, one to which he believed the Lord had called him, 

was to answer and to speak out against the many cults that had propagated false teaching, 

particularly in the twentieth century.  He believed that God had called him as a prophet to 

warn of impending danger and to share the gospel despite denominational barriers.  He 

charged that the cults are the “unpaid bills of the church.”7  Martin truly believed he had the 

mind of the Lord and the gift of discernment spoken of in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the 

Corinthian church.8  The first medium which Martin used to fulfill the calling that he 

believed the Lord had given him was the magazine entitled Eternity. 

     Eternity founded and edited by Donald Grey Barnhouse in the early 1950s was published 

to strengthen Evangelicals in their faith.  Eternity was heralded as “Eternity: Magazine of 

Christian Truth.”9  Eternity was described by historian Stephen Board as a type of periodical 

that grew up around personalities.  This publication was a type of personality cult product 

dealing with subjects in a particular man’s range of interest.10  In the beginning of the 

publication’s history, titans at the helm of Eternity had brought a sort of renaissance to 

Evangelicalism in the 1940s.  This Renaissance stressed the fundamentals of the faith-- a 

common denominator among other Evangelicals in preaching the gospel-- and a restored 

respect for Fundamentalists now called Neo-Evangelicals.  The Editor in Chief of Eternity 

was Donald Grey Barnhouse; consulting editors were Frank E. Gaebelein and Bernard 

                                                                                                                                                               
Seminary, April 18, 1998 and telephone interview with Gretchen Passantino, author and co-host of “Answers in 
Action,” April 15, 1998. 
7 Telephone interview with Gretchen Passantino, April 15, 1998. 
8 Telephone interview with Chancellor Vernon Grounds, April 15, 1998. 
9 Eternity magazine was started by Donald Grey Barnhouse of Philadelphia in 1950 after problems of control with 
the board of directors of his former publication since the 1920s called Revelation.  Eternity would continue 
publication until 1989 when the circulation would be taken over by World magazine. Stephen Board, “Moving the 
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Ramm; the contributing editors were listed as Walter R. Martin, R. L. Keiper, and H. H. 

Ehrensten.  

     By looking at Martin’s representative articles early in Eternity one can take a glimpse at 

many of the concerns he was bringing to the Evangelical world concerning cults and sects in 

America and how they were affecting the true gospel.  Later, his slogan that represented 

Martin best was popularized which appeared in his preface to his later publication, The 

Kingdom of the Cults.  He asked, “Are you willing to do for the truth what the cults do for a 

lie?”  Implying the great evangelistic and influential thrust that cults were making in 

American Protestantism.  Although Walter Martin was not listed as contributing editor until 

1956, he had contributed articles to the magazine as early as July 1954.  Articles on topics 

concerning the cults as diverse as “The Rise of Cultism” in July 1954, “The Mormon 

Menace” in October 1954 which presented Martin as “Graduate student, New York 

University and author of Jehovah of the Watchtower and expert on the cults.”  In January 1955, 

Martin wrote an article with Norman H. Klann (co-author of the published book Jehovah of 

the Wathctower in 1953) on “The Myth of Mother Eddy” and Christian Science.  

     In the expanded Eternity 1955, the magazine was producing 50 pages of Evangelical 

material monthly.  Martin wrote on “The Unity Cult,” and “Father Divine: King of the 

Cultists” in the February issue.  His zeal and polemical tone are already evident in his early 

essays, when he describes Father Divine “this squat, 5-foot, bald African has foisted terrible 

delusions on the minds of thousands.”  From the fact that he appeared as a contributor to 

Eternity in 1954, the publication helped him to be recognized as a writer for the magazine.  

Because of the listing of Martin as the author of Jehovah of the Watchtower in the October 1954 

issue, he had made a name for himself as an expert on the cults which was greatly 

appreciated and needed according to the Evangelical community. 

                                                                                                                                                               
World with Magazines: A Survey of Evangelical Periodicals,” American Evangelicals and the Mass Media, ed., Quentin 
J. Schultze (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1990) pg. 140 
10 Ibid, Stephen Board, American Evangelicals and the Mass Media, ed., Quentin J. Schultze, pg. 123. 
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     R. L. Keiper reviewed Jehovah of the Watchtower in the July 1954 issue of Eternity.  This book 

had been published in 1953 by Biblical Truth Publishing, Inc., and co-authored with 

Norman H. Klann.  It was the result of his research for his dissertation research at New 

York University in the early 1950s, which had been rejected by his advisor.11  Keiper of 

Eternity reviews the book, saying, “[Jehovah of the Watchtower] is an excellent treatise on the cult 

of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  It is an expose’ of the cult which every believer in God’s word 

ought to own…scholarly presentations which could be placed in the hand of the 

Watchtower themselves without fear of contradiction…Objective…proof cited for every 

statement…it is not wordy…However, it could use an index…Everyone interested in the 

study of cults, and those who have friends in the Watchtower system should have this book.  

It is sound, it is scholarly, it is sure in its loyalty to the ‘faith once and for all delivered unto 

the saints’.”  In the article Martin wrote for the same year in Eternity on the “Rise of 

Cultism” he describec the “Big Five” cults that were taking American by storm.  They were: 

1) Christian Science, 2) Mormonism, 3) Unity (Unification), 4) Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 5) 

Seventh-Day Adventism.12  Martin would contribute to the magazine once more in October 

of the same year and by 1956 he had become the contributing editor of the magazine itself.  

By January 1961, Martin was no longer listed as editor of Eternity 

      Although Martin’s main concern and expertise was in the study of the cults, his articles 

were not always concerning the cults.  No matter what he wrote or spoke concerning, Martin 

was polemical and loved to debate, particularly controversial subjects often without much 

tact or gentleness.13  He lived for it and therefore in addition to his contribution on the cults, 

he contributed other diverse topics concerning the Evangelical world.  Topics such as his 

first article in 1956 as contributing editor was “The International Congress on Prophecy.” 

He wrote articles later as contributing editor, included “What Can We Do About the 

                                                           
11 Interview with Passantino. 
12 Walter R. Martin, “The Rise of the Cults” Eternity, July 1954. 
13 Interview with Chancellor Vernon Grounds. 
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Terrifying Trend of Alcoholism in America” in August 1960, and “Love, Doctrine, and 

Fellowship” in November 1960.  In the latter article Martin commented on neo-orthodoxy 

and asked “Is it possible to have fellowship with those who say they are Christians, but deny 

basic Christian truth?".  Martin wrote other representative articles, not formally dealing with 

the cults, in June 1956 and September 1956 for Eternity.  Respectively, the June article was 

entitled “Christian Education and the Sex Problem,” concerning teaching sex education in 

Christian schools, and “Universal Salvation: Does the Bible Teach it?”.  

     Martin’s was a voice that immediately ascended to the top of the Evangelical mount, was 

heard by the Evangelical community as an educated Evangelical able to present doctrine in a 

scholarly way.  This gave Evangelicals another person that they were not ashamed to call 

their own.  From where did Walter Martin come?  Many knew him and do remember him 

today as the founder of the Christian Research Institute, “The Bible Answer Man,” and cult 

expert.  But what was his origin and his doctrinal position in the Protestant Church generally 

and among Evangelicals particularly?  Martin’s background was quite diverse and an 

understanding of it helps in an examination of his great Evangelical influence. 

 

II. Walter Martin’s Biographical Sketch: His Life, Education and Doctrine 

     Walter Ralston Martin was born in Brooklyn, New York on September 10, 1928.  He was 

raised as a Roman Catholic in an affluent, suburban family.  His father was a lawyer who 

became a jurist.  His sister also became an attorney and Martin would say that he had 

become an attorney for the Lord as an apologist later in his life.14  He was converted to 

Evangelical, Protestant Christianity under the teaching of Dr. Frank Gaebelein while 

attending the Stony Brook School, a prep school in New Jersey, as a young man.15   

                                                           
14 Interview with Passantino. 
15 Spoken by Bill Seaver, friend of Martin and board member at CRI.  Quoted in “Memorial Service for Dr. 
Walter Martin” release A, August 25, 1993 R. Poll, CRI. 
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     Martin’s ministry and educational achievements coincided for many years.  As a young 

man we was always remembered as a very “bright” student.  Since the time he was nine years 

of age other students would remark on his studious appearance, giving him the nickname 

“professor”.  For as long as friends who worked with Martin remember he was always 

referred to always as “Professor Martin”.16  As a freshman in 1949 at Shelton College in New 

York, he was already speaking and self-publishing pamphlets on the cults.  He was ordained 

as a Baptist minister on Long Island in the Northern Baptist Convention in 1951, while still 

in college.  Later in 1952, he obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree from Shelton College.17  

From 1953-1954 Martin taught at Shelton College, his Alma Mater and published Jehovah of the 

Watchtower.  He served as Public Relations and Alumni Director after this at Stony Brook 

School  between 1954 and 1956.  This would allow him to use his personal and 

administrative skills that would be obvious in his later ministry in the Church.   

     While serving at Stony Brook School he also founded the division of cult apologetics 

with Pat and Bernie Zondervan at Zondervan Publishing House in 1955.  He still had time 

to publish The Christian Science Myth and wrote the article “The Rise of the Cults,” for Eternity 

which would be published as a book in 1955.  During this time, he also earned a Master’s 

degree from New York University and Biblical Seminary in 1956.18   

     Even though his studies kept him busy, he always knew that his most important task was 

spreading the gospel.  While attending NYU, Martin had a part-time job on Wall Street.  He 

would go down to Times Square and watch the street-corner preacher as he would proclaim 

the gospel.  The preacher always had to contend with hecklers while he was attempting his 

“work for the Lord.”  Martin introduced himself to the street preacher and told him that 

when hecklers came up while he was preaching and interrupted him with questions, that he 

                                                           
16 Interview with Passantino. 
17 Martin was married in his twenties and later would have to seek a second ordination in the Southern Baptist 
Convention because he and his first wife divorced. 
18 Martin earned an MRE from Biblical Seminary which was purchased during this time by NYU.  The graduate 
students could continue their academic careers and graduate from NYU officially upon completion of the degree 
requirements.  From the interview with Passantino. 
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should send the inquirers to him.  Martin decided to meet the street preacher as often as 

possible, when the inquirers and hecklers would inevitably appear, the preacher would point 

them to Martin.  Martin would answer their questions and remark on their reasons for 

rejecting the Christian faith.  He gained the title “Bible Answer Man” at this very early stage 

in his life.19  Not only was he “Professor Martin,” “Teacher,” and “administrator.”  He was 

known affectionately with another title which he would hold until his death.  He was always 

debating and fervent in his love for Christ.  Throughout his life he took unpopular positions 

on issues, but was always fervent in his faith, devotion and witness to Christ.20  Some 

colleagues even remember him as a “braggadocio” who was very skillful in public debate.  

He enjoyed and thrived on it.  His skills never came into question with anyone, and he often 

times, he would seem overly confident in his knowledge of Christian doctrine.21 

     During this time, Martin began his doctorate at NYU and began his dissertation and 

defense, including his oral examination.  His ministry became very busy from all his 

involvement as administrator, churchman, and apologist.  This forced him to put his 

dissertation on hold.  His dissertation topic was on the early church fathers’ doctrine of the 

trinity compared with Charles T. Russell’s religion and the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Because of 

the takeover of NYU he was assigned a new dissertation advisor.  She eventually rejected his 

topic because she did not think it an adequate contribution to scholarship.22   

     In his later education, after he moved to California, alternate education programs were 

being offered for the first time during the 1960s.  These were designed for individuals to 

finish their degrees on a part-time basis.  A friend of Martin’s, Lutheran scholar John 

Warwick Montgomery, pleased with the availability of this kind of degree for the busy 

                                                           
19 Interview with Passantino.  
20 Interview with Passantino and Chancellor Grounds. 
21 Interview with Chancellor Grounds. 
22 Interview with Passantino. 
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individual, encouraged Martin to attend California Coast University to complete his Ph.D.23 

He would obtain a Ph.D. degree from California Western University during the early 

1970s.24  Even though a busy man with his own ministry, he continued to work in the 

academic realm in administrative and teaching positions.  In 1980 Martin became Director of 

the MA program at Simon Greenleaf School of Law in California. 

     After his publishing of The Christian Science Myth and his articles in Eternity, Eternity editor 

D. G. Barnhouse and Martin engaged in a formal conference with several major 

representatives of the General Conference of Seventh-Day Adventism.  This meeting was to 

get first hand doctrinal information on this group and would prove to be one of his earlier 

controversial contributions to the Evangelical world.  In 1957, responding to Martin, the 

Adventist denomination published Questions on Doctrine to formally answer some of the 

questions that were raised by the conference in 1956-1957. 

     In October of 1956, because of the doctrines formally presented by the conference with 

the Seventh-Day Adventists, Eternity began a series of articles on the cults of America. The 

series began with Martin’s piece entitled “The Truth About Seventh-Day Adventism: It’s 

Historical Development from Christian Roots.”  He followed this up in the series in 

November of 1956 with “What Seventh-Day Adventists Really Believe” where he presents 

                                                           
23 Passantino recalls when Martin moved to California in 1974 that he was always very busy with his ministry and 
speaking schedules.  She would do much editing of his papers while he went to school part-time at California 
West University. 
24 His Ph.D. would later be contested by Mr. And Mrs. Robert Brown of Arizona in three extensive volumes: 
They Lie in Waith to Deceive, Volumes 1, 2, and 3.  In a published CRI article, “Does Dr. Walter Martin have a 
Genuine Earned Doctor’s Degree?” republished from The Contender, (Huntington Beach, CA: 6/87), it states: 
“The fact which most certainly is disputed is Walter Martin’s claim to having an earned doctorate ‘from a 
legitimate degree-granting’ institution.  Arguing most vocally of late against Martin are Mr. And Mrs. Robert 
Brown of Arizona in three publications…They have flatly rejected the genuineness of Dr. Martin’s degree and, 
indeed, have lumped him together with Dee Jay Nelson, a purported Egyptian scholar whose degree…is absolute 
‘humbug’, bought and paid for from an outfit from Washington State that was ‘by no means even remotely a 
borderline legitimate school,’ but was rather, ‘…the most dangerous kind of degree mill.’ (Bear’s Guide to Non-
Traditional College Degrees, 6th ed., pg. 129.”  CRI responded with evidence that California Western University, 
now know as California Coast University, Santa Ana, California, was a legitimate university and stated: “We are 
therefore compelled to concede that Walter Martin does have a real claim on the academic title ‘Doctor,’ having 
earned his degree from a legitimate institution of alternative higher education.  It should also be noted that Dr. 
Martin completed all his graduate studies at New York University, a fully accredited school, and simply submitted 
his thesis at California Coast University.” “Does Dr. Walter Martin Have A Genuine Earned Doctor’s Degree?” 
release A, March 26, 1993, CRI. 
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the question “Are the differences between Adventists and orthodox Christian doctrines 

sufficient to deny them fellowship?”  

     In his preface to the expanded Zondervan book publication of The Rise of the Cults: An 

Introductory Guide to the Non-Christian Cults (1955), Martin writes, “The publication of this brief 

survey of America’s major cult systems fulfills a desire the author has had for some years to 

put in concise, readable form, a book that would clear some of the haze that today obscures 

the background and theological tenets of eight of the leading non-Christian cults today active 

in America.”  He continues in the preface, “For those who do desire a complete, systematic, 

and thoroughly documented study of the leading cults on a college and seminary level and 

for textbook employment, I recommend my book The Handbook of the Cults (to be published 

a decade later in 1965 as Kingdom of the Cults, Bethany House Publishers)—a 550 page 

textbook covering over eighteen of America’s cults, major and minor, which will be 

forthcoming in 1961.  In that effort, which is the result of ten years of research in the cult 

field, I have attempted to present a threefold portrait of the problem of cults: 1) Historical, 

2) Theological, and 3) Apologetics, with an exhaustive documentation based on primary 

sources.”  It is interesting to note that Martin lists Frank E. Gaebelein, Headmaster at Stony 

Brook School, D. G. Barnhouse, and Russell Hitt, editors of Eternity magazine as his 

mentors and those who have molded him the most theologically.  He signs the preface with 

“Walter R. Martin, Patterson, N. J. 1956.” 

     In 1965, Martin states his theological position as an Evangelical.  In chapter one of The 

Kingdom of the Cults, Martin writes, “It is my conviction that the reader is entitled to know the 

theological position from which this volume is written so that there will be no 

misconceptions as to the ground for my evaluation.  I am a Baptist minister of the 

conservative school of thought, and teach in the fields of Biblical Theology and Comparative 

Religions at the King’s College in Briarcliff Manor, New York.”  He continues that the cults 

represent the earnest attempt of millions of people to find the fulfillment of deep and 
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legitimate needs of the human spirit, which most of them seem not to have found in the 

established churches.  He states that he has elected to stand on the ramparts of Biblical 

Christianity as taught by the apostles, defended by the church fathers, rediscovered by the 

reformers, and embodied in what is sometimes is called Reformed Theology.25  He did not 

merely identify himself as a Baptist.  To him this was irrelevant.  What he truly concerned 

himself with were the essentials of the Christian faith. 

     He participated and ministered with many in the Evangelical community who held to the 

essentials of the Christian faith.  Until the 1960s there was a clear line between charismatic 

and non-charismatic believers.  During the late 1960s he participated in an exorcism in a 

charismatic setting and as his ministry grew and he was more influenced by others who 

differed in doctrine with his Baptist roots.  He came to the conclusion that the gifts had not 

ceased and that this was not reason to divide with a brother in the faith because it was a 

peripherial area, as he put it.  In fact, in 1971 when speaking on Mormonism at the 

charismatic church Calvary Chapel, a man asked him a doctrinal question concerning the end 

times.  He responded that he would not give his own opinion but the opinion of Chuck 

Smith since that was the individual’s pastor and he did not want to use another pastor’s 

pulpit to assert other views.26  Up until the last decade of his life, Martin had continually 

moved further from his beginning roots in Baptist and Reformed Theology.  He did not see 

this as a negative position but an aspect of growth in his own life.   

     Martin believed that the real problem in the church was the cults and that Christians truly 

should not argue and divide over non-essentials when the essentials of the faith were being 

threatened.  In an article from 1987, Martin’s doctrinal ministry is described as still a Baptist 

minister and a member of the Southern Baptist Convention but that he is also sympathetic 

with the Charismatic movement.27  In the same year, he edited and republished Dwight L. 

                                                           
25 Walter R. Martin The Kingdom of the Cults Expanded and Revised (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 
1985), pp. 11-12. 
26 Interview with Passantino. 
27 Article from The Contender (Huntington Beach, CA: June 1987). 
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Moody’s book Secret Power because it showed that Moody subscribed to the Charismatic 

emphasis on the need for the power of the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts.  Moreover, in his 

last seminar at Arrowhead Springs Christian Conference Center in June 1989, he preached 

on holiness.  

 

III. The Growing Influence of the Cults 

     In the early twentieth century the threat of the cults did not seem a problem compared 

the greater problems challenging Christianity.  By 1938, a book had been written called The 

Chaos of the Cults by Dutchman Jan Karel Van Baalen, which eventually went through over 

fourteen editions.  He writes in the beginning of the book that cults which have little in 

common with historic Christianity find an easy access among Christian people as long as 

they camouflage their wares.  Van Baalen speaks of unity among differing faiths against this 

onslaught of the cults when he writes, “It is not an indifferent matter whether one be a 

Catholic or a Protestant, a Calvinist, Lutheran, or Arminian.  We hold the divergences 

between these various groups of Christians to be wide and important, sufficiently so, indeed 

to warrant one’s earnest investigation of the tenets of the different groups…However, the 

cults are the threat of Roman Catholics and Protestants alike.”   

     It is interesting how the Evangelical world was considering cults toward the end of the 

1950s and early 1960s represented by the two biggest Evangelical publications Eternity and 

Cbristianity Today.   In Eternity November 1957 issue was entitled “The Cults Fight Back” that 

was dedicated to what was being termed “cult evangelism” mainly brought to the fore by 

Martin himself.  William J. Petersen in the Editors “foretaste” for the issue declares to the 

readers, “Ever since Walter R. Martin wrote ‘The Rise of Cultism’ for Eternity in 1954, we 

have been trying to keep you abreast on what’s going on in the world of heterodoxy.”  The 

concerns that had been brought to consideration by Evangelicalism by Eternity generally, and 

Martin in particular, is revealed in the December 19, 1960 issue of Christianity Today.  In this 
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issue Christianity Today featured a symposium on cults such as Spiritualism, Unity, 

Mormonism, Seventh-Day Adventism, Christian Science, Zen Buddhism, and the Jehovah’s 

Witnesses.  Some of the most popular Evangelicals of this time prepared essays for the 

magazine.  In the forward concerning the symposium on the cults it is stated, “Cults in 

America, though not as prosperous as many suppose, are nonetheless writing a new chapter 

in religious history.  Their ambiguous role is evaluated in the lead article by Dean Harold 

Lindsell of Fuller Theological Seminary.  The five succeeding essays represent concise 

studies of important contemporary cults.  An editorial…explores troublesome consequences 

on the mission field.  Special attention is given an internal struggle among some Seventh-

Day Adventists. 

     Harold Lindsell began the symposium with an article entitled “Are Cults Outpacing our 

Churches?”  Lindsell in 1961, was Dean of the faculty and professor of Missions at Fuller 

Theological Seminary.  He writes that ‘Wherever one moves in American religious circles, 

one hears the refrain that the lively cults are making tremendous progess at the expense of 

listless Protestant churches…the impression has arisen that the cults have greater vitality, are 

outstripping the regular denominations, and are winning more converts from among the 

unchurched…There is real need, therefore, to examine the growth of the cults to see 

whether these generally accepted conclusions are valid.”  The statistics Lindsell presents 

were quite alarming for Evangelicals at the time.  He states that the largest of all the cults is 

Mormonism which embraces several groups of people under its general label.  He states the 

growth of the cults of 1,184,000 as members of Mormonism in 1950 compared to 1,550,000 

in 1960 taken from the World Almanac.  This was a net increase of 366,000, or a little over 30 

percent in a decade.  Concerning Seventh-Day Adventism, he states that in 1950 the 

membership was 225,000 and in 1960 405,000, a rate of 36 percent growth.  Lindsell says 

that the Church of Christ, Scientist is the second or third largest cult in the United States, 

that had grown a tremendous 50 percent in one decade.  He lists the next largest cult in 1961 
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as the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who in 1951 had 440,000 member worldwide had added 239,000 

members by 1960, or a 50 percent increase.  Lindsell makes the observation that the cults are 

a terrible threat to the Evangelical church because in 1950, the cults had 2,500,000 members 

compared to 3,200,000 by 1960.  Modernism and Liberalism were no longer the threat in 

Evangelical churches, it was the cults that now must be contended with. 

     The other representative articles and authors in this Christianity Today symposium, 

contending against the cults were such Evangelical giants as John H. Gerstner, Professor of 

Church History in Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, who had already published six 

Evangelical books, including Reasons for Faith and The Theology of Major Sects, who contributed 

an articles on Christian Science, J. K. van Baalen on Unity, Wilbur M. Smith, one of the 

founders of Fuller Seminary and professor of apologetics on the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 

Walter R. Martin on Seventh-Day Adventism.  Martin is listed in this issue as “Director of 

the Christian Research Institute and Editor of Religious Research Digest, which is devoted to a 

biblical appraisal of the major cults.  An ordained minister (Baptist) he holds the B. A. and B. 

R. E. degrees from Shelton College and the M. A. from NYU where he is a doctoral 

candidate.  He has authored The Rise of the Cults, The Christian and the Cults, and The Truth 

About Seventh-Day Adventism.  At this time, Christianity Today was still published fortnightly and 

was located in the prominent geographical location of Washington, D. C.  The issue boasts 

that the publication exceeds 172,500 copies, representing its great influence in the 

Evangelical church long before other publications that would appear in the 1970s through 

the 1980s such as Forward, Christian Research Journal, and Charisma dedicated to the 

propagating of Pentecostalism in America and around the world.  If it was to be presented 

popularly to the Evangelical community, it would be found in Eternity or Christianity Today.   

     The contending against the cults was also represented even in the Presbyterian 

denomination.  Anthony A. Hoekema, Professor at Calvin Theological Seminary, in a book 

entitled The Four Major Cults published in August 1963, lists the “Four Major Cults” as 
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Christian Science, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormonism, and Seventh-Day Adventists.  In his 

preface to the book Hoekema writes, “This book grew out of a teaching need.  While 

teaching a course in the cults to seminarians, I came to the conviction that to meet the 

challenge of the cults today, we need to understand the teachings of the cults in their totality, 

so that the various doctrines can be fit into a certain theological pattern.” 

 

IV. Walter Martin and Contending for the Faith 

     During the 1960s, Martin would have his greatest effect upon the Evangelicals in the area 

of contending for the faith.  The Scripture most frequently used by Martin was Jude 3: 

“Contend earnestly for the faith once and for all delivered to the saints.”  In his influence 

with many Evangelical denominations, it seems that Martin did not interpret this verse so 

much as a need for confessional Christianity, as he did for the basic foundational doctrines 

that had been set forth in The Fundamentals published in the years 1910-1915, or what he 

termed the “essentials of Christianity”.28  The faith that he was to earnestly contend for was 

succinctly stated in the “Five Points of Fundamentalism,” including the inerrancy of 

Scripture, the Virgin Birth, the truth of Christ’s bodily resurrection, the substitutionary 

atonement, and the Coming Again of Christ that was interpreted in a premillenial, 

dispensationalist fashion.  In the preface to his book Kingdom of the Cults Martin wrote 

concerning contending for the faith, “For Christians to neglect such heretical individuals and 

not challenge their teachings head on—is to do so at the peril of the church.  The warnings 

Christ and His apostles have given in Scripture represent a call for Christians to act—a call 

to confront doctrinal error wherever and whenever it surfaces.”29  The problem of the 

                                                           
28 See Essential Christianity, Published 1962, reprinted by Baker Books. 
29 Walter Martin, Kingdom of the Cults, Revised and updated (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 1985), 
preface.  He continues, “Unpopular though it may be, all true Christians should be unequivocally committed to 
challenging false teachers for no other reason than out of respect for our Lord.  Certainly if our mothers, wives, 
children, or country were attacked or misrepresented, our love for them would compel us to defend them.  How 
much more, then, should love for our Redeemer so motivate us in the defense of Him and His gospel.” 
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church at this time was the threat of the cults.  Many were going to hell because the church 

was not doing its job according to Martin.30 

     Later in 1960, Martin wrote his book on Seventh-Day Adventism, entitled The Truth 

About Seventh-Day Adventism, published by Zondervan.  This book was an expanded version 

of his article entitled Seventh-Day Adventism that appeared in Christianity Today (December 19, 

1960) and his documentation on their beliefs from the conference that was attended by he 

and D. G. Barnhouse in the years 1956-1957.  The book was reviewed in Eternity magazine 

by Frank A. Lawrence, Pastor of Graystone United Presbyterian Church, Indiana, 

Pennsylvania.  He writes of Martin, “Walter R. Martin, contributing editor of Eternity 

magazine and current authority on modern cults…who has written Jehovah of the Watchtower, 

The Christian Science Myth, The Maze of Mormonism, Unity, and Spiritualism.  Friend and editor of 

Eternity, D. G. Barnhouse writes the preface for the book.  Barnhouse writes, [The Truth 

About Seventh-Day Adventists contains] exhaustive research…Martin, aware this volume will 

cause consternation and bitterness, nevertheless offers the right hand of fellowship on his 

studied conviction that Evangelicals and Adventists are one in accepting…the Trinity, 

salvation through the grace of God and the blood of Christ, the absolute deity of Jesus 

Christ, and the inspiration of the Scriptures.  This book will be ‘kicked around’ in 

Evangelical and Adventist circles until the Southern Baptists appoint an envoy to the 

Vatican.”   

     This book helped to bridge the doctrinal controversies between Evangelicals and the 

Seventh-Day Adventists.  Many Evangelicals were calling Seventh-Day Adventism a cult 

while others thought this stance too extreme.  In fact, the articles that appeared in Eternity 

concerning Martin and Barnhouse’s conference with the Seventh Day Adventists severely 

affected the magazine’s subscription when they concluded that Seventh-Day Adventists were 

                                                           
30 Interview with Passantino. 
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not cultists.31  In 1988, the Christian Research Journal, the representative journal for the 

Christian Research Institute founded by Martin (CRI), would reflect on the Seventh-Day 

Adventist controversy of the 1950’s.  Kenneth Samples of CRI writes, “Included among 

those evangelicals in the 1950s who considered Seventh-Day Adventism a non-Christian cult 

were such capable scholars as Louis Talbot, M.R. DeHann, Anthony Hoekema, J.K. Van 

Baalen, John Gerstner, and Harold Lindsell.  Walter Martin, at that came when T. Edgar 

Unruh, Seventh-Day Adventist minister and administrator, wrote to Barnhouse commending 

him for several lectures he had delivered on the subject of justification by faith. Barnhouse 

was puzzled that an Adventist, who in his mind accepted works righteousness, would 

commend him for preaching the Reformation gospel. Though still very suspicious, 

Barnhouse suggested that the two men talk further in regard to Adventist doctrine.”32   

 

V. The Christian Research Institute 

      On October 1, 1960, Martin founded the Christian Research Institute (CRI) in Oakland 

New Jersey, and served as its president for almost thirty years.  This organization would be 

the newest addition to the parachurch ministries instituted in Evangelicalism since the late 

                                                           
31 Stephen Board notes, “They dragged in the subscription cancellations in mailbags according to the older 
Eternity staff who recalled the month that the magazine under Barnhouse dropped from thirty three thousand to 
twenty nine thousand.  The protest was over a series of articles on Seventh-Day Adventism, considered the ‘last 
straw’ of a series of disquieting trends in the magazine.” From a personal conversation with William J. Petersen, 
July 1988.  Quoted in Ibid., American Evangelicals and the Mass Media. 
32 Kenneth Samples continues, “Several years later, Barnhouse mentioned Unruh's name to Walter Martin, whom 
he charged with the task of thoroughly researching Seventh-Day Adventism for Eternity. Martin approached 
Unruh about receiving representative materials of their theology and the opportunity to interview certain 
Adventist leaders. Unruh supplied Martin with the documentation he was looking for and arranged for him to 
visit the General Conference head-quarters, at that time located in Takoma Park, Maryland. The General 
Conference, which is the governing body for Seventh-Day Adventism, received Martin warmly and were very 
cooperative in supplying him with primary source materials. With the blessing of R.R. Figuhr, the General 
Conference president, Unruh arranged a formal conference between Martin and several Adventist leaders. 
Martin had specifically asked to speak with Adventism's leading historian and apologist, Leroy E. Froom. Froom, 
the author of such well-known books as Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers and  Movement of Destiny, requested that two 
other Adventist leaders participate: W.E. Read, Field-Secretary for the General Conference, and Roy Allan 
Anderson, Secretary of the Ministerial Association of the General Conference and editor of _Ministry_ magazine. 
These men were joined by T.E. Unruh, who acted as chairman. An associate of Walter Martin, George Cannon, 
professor of Greek at Nyack Missionary College, assisted Martin in his research at this historic conference. When 
the meetings later shifted to Pennsylvania, Barnhouse also became an active participant.” Kenneth R. Samples, 
"From Controversy to Crisis: An Updated Assessment of Seventh-Day Adventistism" Christian Research Journal, 
Summer 1988, Volume 11, Number 1, page 9. 
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19th century.33  It’s main goal was to contend against the cults and sects in America while 

ironically it was a sect in itself in certain respects.  It was founded by Martin specifically to be 

an independent, transdenominational resource center that could communicate information 

to needy fields where the Christian church is most under attack.34  The most recent mission 

statement from the president of CRI reads: “The Christian Research Institute (CRI), 

founded by the late Dr. Walter Martin, is dedicated to equipping Christians to discern the 

difference between the truth of Christianity and the distorted doctrines of false prophets and 

teachers.  CRI’s distinctive mission in the world is to equip Christians to ‘make a defense to 

everyone who asks you to give an account for that the hope that is within you’ (1 Peter 3:15).  

In an age of unparalleled apostasy, CRI seeks to teach Christians how to ‘contend earnestly 

for the faith once for all delivered to the saints’ (Jude 3).”35  CRI began in New Jersey and 

would move eventually to Anaheim, near Melodyland in 1974 having no office and no staff 

except for one employee named  Gretchen Passantino.  Passantino and her husband Bob’s 

apartment would serve as the office for the first four years of CRI’s International 

headquarters.36  

     During  CRI’s first years, and throughout most of Martin’s time as president up until his 

death, it would be a very respected organization dedicated to serving Christianity with 

                                                           
33 Historian George Marsden writes on this trend, “Evangelicalism has always been a transdenominational 
movement.  Since the nineteenth century it has worked increasingly through independent agencies—what are 
now called ‘parachurch’ institutions.  Modern individualism has only encouraged this trend.  Though offering 
warm fellowship in local congregations, evangelicals emphasized that the church was made up of individual 
converts.  Often these individuals would be so filled with zeal to proclaim the gospel that they felt compelled to 
move beyond ponderous denominational structures.  They did not usually repudiate their denominations but 
simply set up their own extradenominational agencies in order to promote the cause more efficiently.  
Individualism, then, combined with the spirit of American free enterprise, has shaped transdenominational 
evangelicalism’s distinctive institutions.” Reforming Fundamentalism: Fuller Seminary and the New Evangelicalism (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987), pg. 2. 
34 Quoted in “Mission Statement: CRI Brochure” Release 1.2, January 14, 1994. R. Poll, CRI. 
35 The mission statement continues, “From the President, CRI is not a monument to a man.  Rather, it is a 
movement—a team of people who are dedicated to standing against deception with the truth of God’s Word.  
The last book Dr. Walter Martin wrote before going home to be with the Lord was The New Age Cult.  In the 
preface, he reflected on 38 years he crisscrossed America speaking on the cults.  He said he sometimes felt like a 
frustrated Paul Revere, calling out ‘the cults are coming, the cults are coming!’  His desire was that God would 
use this book to re-echo the warning gave over three decades ago, and to inspire Christians to both the 
proclamation and defense of the gospel.  Dr. Martin is no longer with us, but he left us with both a vision and a 
vehicle for carrying out that vision.  That vehicle is the ministry of CRI…CRI is the largest countercult ministry 
in the world.” Quoted in Ibid., “CRI Brochure.” 
36 Interview with Passantino. 
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research on the cults through a quarterly magazine called the Christian Research Journal, a 

monthly publication called the CRI Newsletter, and a radio show entitled “The Bible Answer 

Man” broadcast, the ministry’s “mouthpiece to the world.”37  

     Martin’s influence through CRI was not merely in the United States.  In 1961, he 

returned to Europe to lecture on the cults as he had done in the 1950s.  As part of this tour, 

he interviewed missionaries whose work ranged from Scandinavia through Germany, 

Switzerland, Italy, Belgium and France.  By 1988, CRI would also have a South American 

division headed by Paul Carden.  In 1980, Martin traveled to Nairobi, Kenya and delivered 

lectures to African clergymen on the dangers of cultic and occultic movements that were 

threatening Africa.  He returned in 1981 to Africa to speak at the National Christian Council 

of Kenya, a gathering of several hundred leading pastors and educators in Nairobi.  In 1983, 

he spoke in Brazil and established the CRI office there.  In 1984, Martin visited and spoke 

on the cults in Australia and New Zealand and in 1985 opened a CRI office in Canada. 

     As Martin’s new formation of CRI was getting off the ground, he needed to have a 

representative publication from the organization, popular like Eternity and Christianity Today 

but more focused on cult evangelism.  This came true for Martin in 1961-1962 as CRI 

published the first issue of Religious Research Digest, a quarterly publication whose purpose 

statement was “Are you willing to do for the truth, what the cults do for a lie?”  It would 

feature articles by his former colleagues and mentors Wilbur M. Smith, Professor at Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School and editor of Eternity Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse.  By 1994, 

four years after Martin’s death, CRI’s quarterly publication would be called The Christian 

Research Journal, edited by Elliott Miller at CRI.38  In addition, CRI would publish Essential 

                                                           
37 Ibid., “CRI Brochure.” “The ‘Bible Answer Man’—CRI’s daily radio talk show—is the ministry’s mouthpiece 
to the world.  This popular weekday broadcast is heard from coast to coast in the United States and Canada.  CRI 
research personnel host the one-hour program and respond to listeners’ questions ‘on the spot’ with solid, 
biblically based answers.  Well-known Christian leaders are also regularly featured on the program, addressing a 
wide range of relevant topics.” 
38 In “CRI Brochure” concerning publications, CRI asserts: “Our publications cover a broad range of topics and 
are designed to help Christians discern truth from error.  The printed word will continue to be one of our 
primary equipping tools in the 1990s and beyond.  The Christian Research Journal, published quarterly, contains 
scholarly yet readable articles with the latest information on the cults, the occult, non-Christian religions, aberrant 
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Christianity a handbook of Christian doctrines and The Maze of Mormonism in 1962 both 

authored by Martin.   

     In addition to an Evangelical part-popular, part-scholarly publication, CRI would present 

their first radio broadcast in 1963 called “Dateline Eternity.”  From 1963 to 1966 this 

broadcast would increase in radio stations and listening audience to eventually becoming the 

first Christian, listener call-in show, featuring Martin as the host.  

     Because of Martin’s whimsical personal skills, his knowledge of the cults and basic 

Christian doctrine, he came to be known as an able Christian apologist on his first of many 

appearances on NBC’s “Long John Nebel Show, appearing over eighty times throughout his 

ministry at CRI.  In 1965 his radio ministry expanded with the addition of the “Bible Answer 

Man” program because of the letters and public success he had gained on Long John 

Nebel’s Show.  From the response, Martin considered a show of his own where he could 

“take on” the cults in a personal, question and answer type format.  His show included not 

only contending for the faith and against the cults, but listeners would call in their Bible 

questions as Martin used his brilliant memorization skills of Bible passages that he would 

quote to answer listener’s questions.  Before later Christian, listener call in shows such as 

“Talk Back with Bob Larson,” “Viewpoint with Marlin Maddux,” “Breakpoint with Chuck 

Colson,” and more recently “The White Horse Inn,” “The Bible Answer Man” broadcast led 

the way for Evangelicals to have a voice on the airwaves, as a live telephone talk show which 

Martin answered questions about the Bible and related subjects.  Evangelicals, since the 

1930s and 1940s had been on the radio, but it had mostly consisted of sermons and bible 

                                                                                                                                                               
Christian movements, and general apologetics.  Analyses of themes are both rational and biblical.  The Journal is a 
vital source of information for Christians facing unbiblical teachings and philosophies in this “post-Christian” 
age.  Articles equip Christians to better share their faith with the followers of these teachings.  The Christian 
Research Newsletter, published every other month, highlights pertinent developments in the world of cults—both in 
the U. S. and abroad.  The Newsletter also includes testimonies, feature articles by CRI researchers, questions and 
answers excerpted from CRI’s “Bible Answer Man” broadcast, a column featuring excerpts from the taped 
messages of Dr. Walter Martin, a “From the President” column, and information on free articles available from 
CRI. Ibid, “CRI Brochure.” 
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studies.39  However, “The Bible Answer Man” gave the Evangelicals not only a forum for 

teaching Christian doctrine, but to be able to debate it and to discuss it live, listening to 

comments, and answering many questions.  The program was recognized by the National 

Religious Broadcasters as “one of the most controversially stimulating programs in Christian 

radio.”  In 1980, “The Bible Answer Man” program would be awarded an Honor Citation by 

the National Religious Broadcasters and an Award for Excellence was presented to CRI for 

“The Bible Answer Man” by RIM (Religion in Media). 

     Martin as the Bible Answer Man and CRI had become a public figure.  An apologist who 

did not need to be ashamed, and one well-respected by many in the United States.  This can 

be seen in his great influence as a Christian spokesman during the height of his career in the 

1970s and throughout the 1980s until his death in 1989.  In the Evangelical world, he took 

over Dr. Barnhouse’s bible class in New York City between the years of 1966 and 1973.40  

He was a founding board member of Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary (1968-1979) in 

Massachusetts, he moved from New Jersey to California and set up CRI’s International 

Headquarters in 1974 and taught “Cults and the Occult” class at Melodyland School of 

Theology, which would become a non-denominational Sunday School class that many from 

diverse religious backgrounds would attend.  In the 1980s with the growth of televangelism 

and particularly with a new station in Santa Ana, California, Martin appeared on channel 30’s 

newest show ‘Praise the Lord’ with Jan and Paul Crouch.  They allowed him to use airtime to 

                                                           
39 Dennis Voskuil writes, “The first religious broadcaster to purchase network time [on radio] was Donald Grey 
Barnhouse of Philadelphia.  When he arrived in 1927, the officers of Tenth Presbyterian Church agreed to install 
radio equipment and regularly broadcast Sunday evening vesper services.  After a year of local broadcasting and a 
net balance of eleven cents, Barnhouse signed a $40,000 contract with CBS.  From 1928 to 1932 Barnhouse was 
heard across the nation every Sunday evening over that network.  Other significant national evangelical 
broadcasters using early radio were Theodore Epp of “Back to the Bible”; M. R. DeHaan of “The Radio Bible 
Class”; Paul Myers of “Haven of Rest”; T. Myron Webb of “The Bible Fellowship Hour”…Without a doubt, 
however, the most influential early evangelical broadcasters were Walter Maier of “The Lutheran Hour” and 
Charles E. Fuller of “The Old-Fashioned Revival Hour.” Quoted in “The Power of the Air,” American Evangelicals 
and the Mass Media (Grand Rapids, MI: 1990), pg. 79. 
40 Passantino notes that Martin was the “heir apparent” of Barnhouse’s empire when he died although many 
others thought they were to be the person.  However, Martin moved soon thereafter to California. 
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do cult apologetics and evangelism.  There was even a show that was negotiated but due to 

the perceptions of viewers ratings, Martin was seen as “too divisive” for the audience.41   

     In addition to the work he was doing, Martin published Screwtape Writes Again in 1975, a 

book that gave effective strategies that demons use on Christians.  This book was 

representative of his apologetic and intellectual acumen, and compared with C. S. Lewis as 

an apologist, one is illumined by Martin’s personality in contrast to Lewis.  In the review of 

this book in Christianity Today, Michael MacDonald, associate professor of German and 

philosophy at Seattle Pacific College wrote, “I find him less sensitive and too opinionated in 

the areas of abortion, ‘Basic Youth Conflicts,’ the charismatic movement, and women’s 

liberation.  Martin distinguishes less well than Lewis between God’s truth and his own 

opinion…There is a certain tension in Martin that smacks at times of anti-

intellectualism…The book is generally well written and will be of value to persons interested 

in contemporary issues.  However, Martin is more a clever theologian than a first-rate artist.  

He lacks Lewis’s universality, subtlety, imagination, compassion, and power of language.”42 

     Although his influence within the religious world was great, he was even more influential 

outside Evangelical circles as he defended the faith as Christianity’s spokesman.  As early as 

1967, Martin defended and debated the resurrection of Christ with Dr. Hugh J. Schonfield 

who authored the book The Passover Plot.  After the Jonestown tragedy and because of his 

position as president of CRI, Martin was interviewed on NBC to comment on the 

Jonestown tragedy.  He defended Christianity against two witches on “The Phil Donahue 

Show” on CBS in 1980.  Later in 1987, Martin discussed Satanism and its threat to America 

on the “700 Club” with Pat Robertson.  He finished his influential career in June 1989 (the 

weekend before his death), by debating with Bishop Spong on “The John Ankerberg Show.” 

                                                           
41 Passantino recalls that Jan and Paul Crouch said that his cult evangelism was too divisive and they told him 
before the show which would be his last appearance, not to say the name of any cults or call anyone a heretic on 
their show.  He could only say what he belives.  Consistent with his personality he went on the show anyway and 
said that he had to tell the truth of the gospel.  He could not “sell out the Lord,” he responded and he would do 
what the Lord wanted him to do. 



 24

 

VI. The Kingdom of the Cults 

     In 1965, although Martin’s greatest influence would not be until the 1970s and 1980s, he 

would produce his “classic” book and magnum opus on cult research.  The Kingdom of the Cults 

published by Zondervan would be the published fruits of Martin’s career.  The book was 

built on the articles he had written in Evangelical periodicals such as Eternity, Church 

bulletins at Tenth Presbyterian Church pastored by Dr. Barnhouse, and short booklets that 

Zondervan had asked him to write for them.  This book would open many doors 

apologetically for him to influence in his later years prior to 1989.  Kingdom of the Cults was 

selected by Eternity and Christianity Today magazines on their lists of “one of the best” for the 

year 1965.  Twenty years later the influence of this book was not waning.  When an updated 

and revised edition was published by Bethany House in Minnesota, Newsweek magazine listed 

the book as “one of the 10 best selling spiritual books in America.”  According to CRI, 

approximately 500,000 copies have been published worldwide. 

     When The Kingdom of the Cults was published by Zondervan in 1965, it was mentioned in 

“Book Briefs” in Christianity Today (Vol. 10- #1, October 8, 1965), and reviewed by Wilbur 

M. Smith in Christianity Today in February 1966 (Vol. 10- #9, February 4, 1966).  Smith, a 

professor at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, wrote concerning the book, “The author of 

this encyclopedic work (about 240,000 words of text, excluding the indexes) has devoted the 

last twenty years to an exhaustive study of the major cults of our country and has written six 

volumes and numerous pamphlets on the subject.  This is no doubt his major 

work…Twelve cults are discussed: Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science, Mormonism, 

Spiritism, Father Divine, Theosophy, Zen Buddhism, The Church of the New Jerusalem, 

Baha’ism, The Black Muslims, Unity, Anglo-Israelism, including the teachings of Herbert W. 

Armstrong…The appendix features Unitarians and Rosicrucians and a long chapter on 

                                                                                                                                                               
42 Michael MacDonald, “Shades of C. S. Lewis,” Christianity Today, September 24, 1976 Vol. XX, No. 25., 
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Seventh-Day Adventism.”  Smith continues, “[Martin] points out how these various 

teachings are contrary to the Word of God.  Here he is at his best, showing himself a careful 

student of the original languages…For years to come, this volume will be widely recognized 

as the outstanding work on the history, teaching, and tragic errors of the cults of our age.” 

     In Eternity magazine, Associate Editor H. H. Ehrenstein writes, “No contemporary 

student of cultism is more qualified to write such a textbook as Walter R. Martin…[He] has 

given us his magmum opus on cultism, a book which promises to be the standard authoritative 

work on assorted cults…For all who would seek to help the cultist into a satisfying 

knowledge of Christ, this is a ‘must’ book.”  According to his closest associates and friends, 

the greatest problem in the Christian church was Liberalism, defined by him as the denying 

of the essential doctrines of the Christian faith.  Kingdom of the Cults was his greatest success 

because it helped wake up the church to realize that the cults are out there and we must 

know what we believe and be prepared to share the faith with others.43 

      

VII. Martin’s Successor 

     Prior to Dr. Martin’s death, he personally chose Hendrik H. (“Hank”) Hanegraaff as 

president who had served three years as a member of CRI’s Board of Directors.  Hanegraaff 

was discipled under the ministry of Dr. D. James Kennedy and it was at his church in Coral 

Ridge, Florida that Martin met Hanegraaff for the first time.  Martin recalled meeting 

Hanegraaff and said that “he had encountered someone who had a memory of the Bible 

better than his own.”44  Hanegraaff was described by Ron Rhodes, Christian Research Newletter 

editor, as “a serious student of Dr. Martin…who has grown through the assimilation of 

Martin’s books and tapes, as well as under his personal guidance and tutelage.  His mastery 

                                                                                                                                                               
pp.32-34. 
43 Interview with Passantino. 
44 “Hendrik H. Hanegraaff, Interview, Biography, and Testimony,” Christian Research Newsletter Vol. 2, No. 5: 
1989. 
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of Martin’s materials, memorization of the Scriptures, and ability as a public speaker enabled 

Hanegraaff to fill in for Dr. Martin as his speaking and travel schedule intensified.”45   

     Dr. Martin and many at CRI believed that God had raised him up specifically as a 

prophet of the Church.46  The cults were devouring Christians and the church had moved 

from essential doctrine and now people could be confident of the truth and know that there 

were answers for their faith.  It was not his calling however to make these answers available 

to Christians personally on a one to one level, his task was much greater.  However, the next 

step was not only to give answers but to internalize the answers from the Scriptures.  “This 

was God’s plan,” said Martin, “and Hank Hanegraaff was raised up for that to be my 

successor.”47  Martin was looking for someone to train during his last years at CRI to be his 

successor, but no one ever was truly qualified.  Gretchen Passantino recalls that “Martin’s 

position was too big to train someone to fill; the person would have to be raised up by 

God.”  Martin knew his calling, he was not the administrator or organizer but his task was to 

preach the gospel.  Passantino believes that CRI would have died if it had not been for Hank 

Hanegraaff.48 

     Prior to coming to CRI, Hanegraaff, although from Dutch Calvinist background, had co-

pastored Atlanta’s 10,000 member Mount Paran Church of God.  In addition to being the 

assistant pastor for three years, he was on the faculty of the Development Association for 

Christian Institutions.  He is currently a staff member of Chuck Smith’s Calvary Church in 

California.  Hanegraaff came to CRI and was the much needed organizer to keep the team 

together, having one concept and vision, and eventually build a bigger administrative 

building.  Hanegraaff continues to follow in Martin’s dream at CRI and says that the 

“bottom line” of CRI’s mission to the world is that “the greatest need in the Evangelical 

Christian Church is for equipped Christians—Christians who know how to share their faith, 

                                                           
45 Ibid. 
46 Interview with Passantino and Chancellor Grounds. 
47 Interview with Passantino. 
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who know how to answer objections, who know how to take the deviations of the cults and 

use them as springboards to share the good news of the gospel.  To this end, CRI’s 

distinctive mission is to equip Christians to ‘make a defense to everyone who asks you to 

give an account for the hope that is in you’ (1 Peter 3:15).”49 

     On June 27, 1989, Hendrik H. Hanegraaff prepared a press release which stated: 

“Hendrick H. Hanegraaff, Chief Executive Officer of Christian Research Institute (CRI) in 

Irvine, California, announced the sudden death of CRI’s founder and president, Dr. Walter 

R. Martin, on the morning of, June 26, 1989.  ‘We are thankful to God,’ said Hanegraaff, 

‘that Dr. Martin was able to die peacefully at home, departing from his loved ones to the 

One he loved most.’  Dr. Martin, age 60, died suddenly and without pain of heart failure.  In 

addition to his wife Darlene, Dr. Martin is survived by his children—Brian, Jill, Danny, 

Cindy, Elaine, and Debbie—and a number of grandchildren.”50  Martin’s wife recalls that he 

died on his knees in prayer which was representative of his whole life: to keep his focus first 

on the Lord and to unashamedly preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

     In the section of Christianity Today called “North American Scene,” Martin’s death is 

briefly noted.  The article read, “Died at age 60 of a heart attack, Walter Martin, founder of 

the Southern California—based Christian Research Institute and host of the radio call-in 

program ‘The Bible Answer Man.’  An ordained Southern Baptist minister, Martin 

specialized in the study of cults and religious sects.  His book Kingdom of the Cults has been a 

best seller in Christian bookstores for several years.”51 

                                                                                                                                                               
48 Interview with Passantino. 
49 Ibid. 
50 “Dr. Walter R. Martin,” Press Release, 6/27/89. 
51 “North American Scene,” Christianity Today August 18, 1989 Volume 33, No. 11, pg. 44 
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VIII. Memories of Dr. Walter Martin 

     Walter Martin was an Evangelical who was influenced by, and influence many within and 

without his own denomination.  From his memorial service on June 27, 1989 we can see 

how many diverse people in the Evangelical community which he influenced with his 

teachings.  The memorial service was opened with words from the Reverend John 

Ankerberg.  He said, “Tonight is going to be a time where we can cry and we can laugh, 

because that's the way Walter Martin would want it to be. And I think we're going to do a 

little bit of each.”  There were personal tributes from Evangelical leaders, such as Dr. 

Norman Geisler who commented on Martin, “Walter Martin's insightful mind, his forceful 

logic, and his dedication to orthodox Christianity were seldom, if ever, equaled in the field of 

contemporary cults....Inspired by his example, we renew our dedication to carry on the 

mission God so uniquely equipped him to do....I trust that God will richly bless and 

effectively use the excellent CRI staff to carry forward this ministry for Christ in the memory 

of their mentor. 

     President of World Vision spoke next and said, “I've known Walter Martin for probably 

twenty-five years or so, and had a deep appreciation for his tremendous grasp of the Word 

of God and the contribution he's made to the whole evangelical community. Dr. Martin is 

going to be greatly missed by friends and those who just knew him by reputation. Heaven, of 

course, is much richer because Walter is there now. But all of us who are left behind are 

going to miss him greatly. We mourn his passing, but rejoice that he is now in the presence 

of the Lord whom he served and loved so very, very much.”  Professor Gordon Lewis of 

Theology and Apologetics at Denver Seminary said, “Walter Martin awakened the sleeping 

giant of the church to the deadly dangers of deceptive doctrines. He understood the cultic 

mentality, highlighted reason for the cults' magnetic appeals, and challenged the church to 

consider neglected doctrine. As a result of his motivating ministry, the evangelical church is 

immeasurably more alert, discerning, and courageous than it otherwise would have been.”  



 29

     Charles Swindoll, author and at the time Senior Pastor of the First Evangelical Free 

Church of Fullerton California said, “Walter Martin was a strong soldier of the cross, a clear 

thinking defender of Christianity, and an able expositor of scripture. We shall miss his 

unswerving, steadfast pursuit of the truth. He was to many of us, however, more than a 

courageous conqueror -- he was a loyal friend ‘in season and out of season’.”  Dr. D. James 

Kennedy, friend and Pastor of Coral Ridge Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida was on hand 

to say, “Walter Martin was an intrepid warrior for the cause of Christ. He was not afraid to 

take on any heretic or cultist of any sort. I think it is significant that the night before his 

death he was engaged in a debate for the cause of Jesus Christ....His books and tapes will for 

many years be a resource in battling the many cultists and heretics in the world.”  Ron 

Carlson, President Christian Ministries International said, “Walter was always motivated by a 

deep love for people. When my son, who is thirteen years old, heard that Walter had died, he 

said: "You know what I remember about Walter is that he would always give me a big hug 

and tell me how special I was in Jesus Christ." Walter was also a true encourager. He took 

me under his wings -- almost like a Timothy-Paul relationship -- and helped me in my own 

ministry. I cannot thank him enough for his inspiration, love, and encouragement. How 

great it must be for Walter in heaven right now. He's probably in the presence, not only of 

Jesus Christ, but I can see him sitting around right now discussing apologetics with C.S. 

Lewis, Francis Shaeffer, Augustine, Luther, John Calvin, and all the other great defenders of 

the Christian faith. Walter Martin will certainly be remembered throughout Church history in 

that category of great saints who lead the fight and who stood firm in the faith.”  

      Finally, Dr. James C. Dobson, President of Focus on the Family and Bill Bright, 

President of Campus Crusade for Christ International was there to give a testimony of 

Martin’s life.  Dr. Dobson said of Martin, “A true champion of the orthodox faith, Dr. 

Martin was thorough in battling the occult and the growing number of cults in our 

generation. He dealt with people of various faiths in a truthful manner, pointing out their 
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logical and spiritual errors with a pastor's heart. In an era of diluted faith and obscured 

thinking, Dr. Martin was a voice constantly calling us back to the bedrock of Christ and the 

holiness of the scriptures. He will be sorely missed, but we know we will see him again. May 

God give each of us the grace to follow in his footsteps.”  Dr. Bright concluded by saying 

that “Walter Martin served the body of Christ in a most unique and exemplary way as one of 

the world's foremost authorities on apologetics and cults. Though we shall miss him, his vital 

contribution to the Christian cause will continue to influence generations yet unborn.”  

      

 


