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Luke 24:44-48  44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled."  45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures,  46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 

 
In the passages of Luke 24, we meet Christ in his post-resurrection, pre-

ascension ministry, teaching his apostles the “center” hermeneutical method of 

the Old Testament.  This reading and interpretation of the Old Testament should 

be Christ-centered, or Christocentric in method. 

 

Christ tells his Apostles that his ministry: his work in life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension, is written in the Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the 

Writings (v. 44).  These things written are concerning him, or about him (v.44- 

“about me”).  He tells them that his work is the center of the Old Testament, and 

even opens their minds so that they may understand this important truth (v. 45). 

 

Christ clearly shows from Luke 24:44ff that he is the center of the Old Testament.  

What this means is that the work of Christ in behalf of his people is written about 

already in the Old Covenant.  Christ says all of the Old Testament proclaimed 

that “the Christ must suffer and rise from the dead, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins would be preached in his name (vv. 46-47).  Not only would 

this occur and was fulfilled in his work in behalf of his people, but the preaching 

of repentance and forgiveness of sins would be to all of the world, or “all the 

nations” (v. 47), beginning in Jerusalem. 

 

Because of his declaration, spiritual illumination, and witness to them (v. 48), 

they wee to go out authoritatively with the promise of the Holy Spirit, who was to 



come when Jesus ascended to God’s right hand, and he would give them unction 

and power for their worldwide mission.  This power and authority as witnesses 

would make them capable for their task of proclaiming the work of Christ (Luke 

24:49; cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-9). 

 

In this Lucan passage, we see Christ declaring the Christocentric character of the 

Old Testament which is fulfilled in the fullness of the times because of the coming 

of Christ.  But one question may be asked.  Does Christ appear in every word of 

the OT?  The answer to this question is both “yes” and “no”.  In every word, no.  

Every word in the OT is only good for meaning as it relates to the context of the 

Word.  However, considering that every word is part of the context of salvation-

history (or, redemptive-history), then Christ does appear in every part of God’s 

revelation in the OT. 

 

The word tells of the event behind it.  The word and the deed, or event are 

related, not a dichotomy.  In other words, this means that concerning Luke 24:44-

48, all of redemptive-history is a progressive unfolding that culminates in the 

midpoint of Christ’s work.  This midpoint must be understood in light of everything 

back to creation, and everything that has been done and will be done until the 

Consummation and Renewal of All Things.  It can be summed up by saying that 

all of redemptive-history unfolds and presents the work of Christ, because 

between creation and consummation, there is the one covenant bridging the two 

in one great act of God in Christ.  Again, the OT should be understood 

Christologically. 

 

In the apostolic preaching in Acts, particularly with Peter’s sermon on the Day of 

Pentecost (Acts 2), he proclaims that all of the OT prophecies pointed to Christ 

and to what was being fulfilled on that day.  He details redemptive-history from 

Moses to David, from David to the Prophet Joel, and says that all of this was 

predicted in the Law, Prophets, and in the Writings. 

 



One may also look at the sermons of Stephen in Acts 7, Paul’s appeal to King 

Agrippa in Acts 26 and in Paul’s final proclamation to the people in Acts 28.  The 

only way to truly understand the unity of the OT and the NT is to interpret the OT 

as Christ and the Apostles have taught us. 

 

There is one unifying covenant of redemption from creation to consummation.  

This covenant of grace is Christ.  From God’s revelation of his promise to Adam 

and Eve in Genesis 3:15, to his covenant with Noah in Genesis 7-9, to his 

covenant with Abraham in Genesis 12, 15, and 17, to Moses, and to David, and 

to the prophets, there is one covenant developing progressively in history.  This 

is the one covenant of God keeping his promises to his people. 

 

As the covenant progressively unfolds and the revelation becomes clearer, in the 

incarnation of Jesus Christ, we see God in the flesh teaching that the Kingdom of 

God has been inaugurated.  The covenant of God with man, although revealed in 

various ways at different times, to different men, God has spoken to us ultimately 

in the prophets and in the Son (Heb. 1:1-2).  Christ’s work of humiliation, death, 

resurrection, and ascension in behalf of his people is revealed in the two 

testaments so that those who believe might enter into this fellowship with God 

(Rev. 21:3). 
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