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Baccalaureate: A Meaningful Life- Ecclesiastes 12/ June 2, 2002 
 
 
Introduction 
How many times weekly in your school life do you ask: “What’s it all about?”  
“Why am I getting up another day to go to school, to study, and to pay attention 
to another teacher tell me about God and his world?”  These are basic questions 
perhaps we all have asked, but you have had these particular questions as part of 
your daily life, especially in this last year as you prepare to leave and step out into 
what is called the “real world’. 
 
Every one of you today wants to make a difference in this world; you want to be 
remembered in this life.  On a different scale perhaps, but all of you want your life 
to count in some way!  You all right now have a hopeful destination in mind for 
your life. 
 
Some of you want to find a successful career, a good husband or wife, and 
ultimately a good job!  But how, and perhaps more importantly - -Why? 
Because you live in a culture and a time where people are saying all is 
meaningless, a cynical culture that tells you just “to get by” because “what is the 
point anyway?- - Perhaps “to just enjoy the NOW!?” 
 
When many look around them today, the future seems bleak and without hope.  
The author of Ecclesiastes saw the same thing many thousands of years ago.  He 
looked around him for a moment and saw people who work hard, save money, 
then die.  Some who lived righteous lives and found that the unrighteous got 
ahead and seemed to have more fun.  Some who tried really hard in studies and 
their learning in making it in the world, only to experience pain. 
 
He describes this as meaningless of meaningless, vanity of vanities, or futility 
under the sun which is a metaphor for “this life” which we live. 
 
You are about to step forth into this real world under the sun, and while you have 
your hopes, you also have your doubts, your fears, your insecurities, etc.  
Ultimately, deep down, you may be thinking: “How can I (little me) make a 
difference and live a life worth living?” 
 
The author of the Ecclesiastes gives us good hope in Chapter 12: “Remember your 
Creator in the days when you are young and you will find your hope under the 
sun.”  He says that if you want true meaning, true hope, true happiness, and true 
pleasure, never forget the ultimate reason for which you were created!  To seek 
your Creator, to find hope, happiness, pleasure and a meaningful life worth 
living.  This is God’s will for you right NOW! 
 
You feel the question deep down “How can I live a meaningful life?” “How can I 
make a difference?”   If you have not fully faced this feeling, you will on the day 
you wake up after the summer, after a few long sleeps and good times this 
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summer, to begin your “real life”.  You will wake up for your first day of classes, 
your first day of work, your first day of trying to find meaning after high school.  
How will you respond? 
 
Life is tough.  There is no doubt that this life is fraught with suffering and 
difficulties.  Even the good things God has given to us like study and learning can 
become meaningless without a true reason for living - -that is, a meaningful life. 
 
How will you find the happiness you seek?  How will you make a difference?  If 
you begin with your Creator, find your ultimate purpose in HIM, then you will be 
able to understand life “under the sun”.  Although you look around you and find 
others more successful, others living life with less pain, you will have a 
perspective that will cause your life to still be meaningful.  When you try to live in 
this life, this one reality apart from the presence and service of your Creator, 
there is every reason to feel turned upside down and cry out: “Meaningless, 
meaningless, all is meaningless!” 
 
Leo Tolstoy Quote? 
 
At the very end of the author of Ecclesiastes’ musings and observations on the 
real world under the sun, he comes to a final conclusion, an ultimate task, and 
ultimate purpose that will make all your pursuits meaningful!  He says: “Fear 
God and keep his commandments- - this is the summary of the whole matter!”  
But how you ask me?  How do I learn to fear God and keep his commandments? 
 
You have learned the basics of fearing God and keeping his commandments in 
your home, and here at Chapelgate.  Now by God’s grace, through faith in Jesus 
Christ - -apply them.  When you go through difficult, uncertain times, and you 
will, hold on by faith, through God’s grace to the ONE who makes all of life 
MEANINGFUL under the sun.   
 
God so loved us, that he gives his only Son to come down under the sun to 
experience the confusion, anxiety, angst, suffering, and pain of the real world that 
we find so meaningless.  He came down to us, just like us, yet without the sin that 
causes all the pain and meaninglessness in the first place, and lived a life that was 
truly meaningful, so that by his grace, and the power of His Spirit, we might live 
the same life: fearing God and keeping his commandments. 
 
The meaningful life starts with Jesus.  The sweet and beautiful Son of God who 
ultimately made our life under the sun meaningful.  This doesn’t mean you wont’ 
experience pain, suffering, or anxiety.  It means that in everything you do after 
graduation, no matter how costly and difficult, your life will count; you will have 
made a difference, by God’s grace working in and through you.  The only One 
who ever found meaning in this world in an ultimate sense was the Son of God 
who was resurrected and seated at God’s right hand next to the very Creator we 
are called to remember in the days we are young. 
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Every one of you know this is the truth.  There is only one Creator, there is only 
one ultimate purpose and it is in the pursuit of his glory and our enjoyment of his 
beauty and holiness that we truly find meaning in this upside-down world in 
which we live.  As a creature of God, to deny our Creator is to cut us off from the 
True Purpose and True Happiness and the meaningful life for which we were 
created!   
 
Our world and culture feels the meaninglessness deep within their souls.  You feel 
it!  That’s the reason, I suppose, why we seek truth in ourselves these days, as 
well as pursuing pleasure in all the wrong places- - apart from our Creator- -HE 
Who ultimately is our Truth and Pleasure- - the desire of our souls! 
 
I will never forget the words of C. S. Lewis regarding our lame and weak pursuits 
of purpose and of pleasure in this world that will never last.  He said: 
 

“…If we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the 
rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires, not too 
strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and 
ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making 
mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
the sea.  We are far too easily pleased!” 

 
Are you too easily pleased, or do you want to find the meaningful life that is the 
true pursuit of pleasure – the Pleasures that God our Creator can give to us in 
Christ! 
 
“Delight yourself in your Creator and he will give you all the desires of your heart!”  Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding (be not wise in your own 
estimation), in all your ways acknowledge your Creator, and he will direct your path!   
 
Hold on to these truths: Remember, don’t forget your Creator!  See from his 
infinite, unlimited perspective, revealed in His Word.  Don’t trust your own finite 
and limited perspective!  If you do, all you will see is meaninglessness under the 
sun! 
 
“Finally”- 
Ecclesiastes 3:1- 

To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven:  
2 A time to be born, And a time to die; A time to plant, And a time to pluck what 
is planted; 3 A time to kill, And a time to heal; A time to break down, And a time 
to build up; 4 A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn, And a time 
to dance; 5 A time to cast away stones, And a time to gather stones; A time to 
embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing; 6 A time to gain, And a time to 
lose; A time to keep, And a time to throw away; 7 A time to tear, And a time to 
sew; A time to keep silence, And a time to speak; 8 A time to love, And a time to 
hate; A time of war, And a time of peace. 

 
This is your time to know how to have a meaningful life under the sun with the 
ONE who brings meaning to all of the seasons in our life under the sun including 
this very moment in your lives! 
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