
PART TWO: OUR MOTHER’S ORDAINED OFFICE 

 
Chap. 9: Called, Recognized, and Ordained 

As a review, the Scriptures teach us that all authority derives from the 
King of the Church, who has foundationally established the Apostles 

and Prophets, called these to write the Holy Scripture, or Words of 
Christ, then providentially by His Spirit calls men as officers, or 

“Ministers of Reconciliation” to declare what Scripture says to the 
People of God in Christ’s Church.   

 
These called and duly ordained “Ministers of Reconciliation” or 

“Ambassadors for Christ” are responsible to teach and preach to the 
people, feeding them the Word of Christ, rightly administering the 

sacraments, and upholding peace and purity within the Church with 
regards to both apostolic doctrine and apostolic practice by using 

discipline to bring reconciliation for those who repent, and 

excommunication and dismissal from Christ’s Church for walking or 
living in blatant sin in order to uphold the peace and purity of Christ’s 

Church (1 Corinthians 5-7). 
 

To Be Called, or Not To Be Called 
Let us now consider the Biblical teaching on identifying false ministers 

or shepherds, and the severe impact they and their teaching can have 
on the visible Church.  Let us begin with the Scripture in 1 John 2:14-

19 that gives us help in beginning to notice false teachers or 
shepherds.  John writes to the beloved Church of Jesus: 

 
1 John 2:14-19: “I write to you, fathers, because you know him who 

is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are 
strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome 

the evil one. 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all 
that is in the world- the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 

and pride in possessions- is not from the Father but is from the world. 
17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 

does the will of God abides forever. 18 Children, it is the last hour, and 
as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists 

have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went 
out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might 
become plain that they all are not of us. 

 
John here writes to both the young and old reminding them in the 

Church of their common enemy: the world, the flesh, and the devil.  



He teaches them in the context of dealing with real flesh and blood 

false teachers, and enemies of Christ that many “antichrists” have 
come and will come throughout the Church Age.  Notice how he has 

already taught the church how to understand the false teachers with 
regard to them denying the true humanity of Christ (1 John 1:1-5; cf. 

4:1ff).   
 

Now, John tells us that another sign that these teachers are not 
Christians is the fact that “They went out from us, but they were not of 

us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But 
they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us” 

(v. 19).  I think it is important to point out from this passage that false 
teachers not only reject Christ’s gospel, they also reject the ordained 

office of pastor-elder as well. 
 

John teaches us here that a good way of knowing a false teacher even 

if you do not know all that they teach is the fact that they have 
removed themselves from the Church and the accountability to other 

ordained ministers, in this case, the Apostle John himself (and the 
other elders are assumed, 2 John and 3 John).  It is also noteworthy 

that when John writes in another letter to the Church, he contrasts his 
letter to the Church and to a man name Diotrephes who does not 

acknowledge the authority of the ordained office: 
 

3 John 1:9-10   9 I have written something to the church, but 
Diotrephes, who likes to put himself first, does not acknowledge our 

authority.  10 So if I come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking 
wicked nonsense against us. And not content with that, he refuses to 

welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts 
them out of the church. 

 

According to both of these passages, a good indicator of a false 
teacher is one who is not submitted in life and doctrine in the visible 

Church!  Now as I will state more clearly later, this does not mean that 
all who are not submitted in life and doctrine in the visible Church are 

necessarily false teachers, but we all must be alert and cautious 
because of the supreme importance of a faithful teaching ministry 

within the Church, and the reality that there will be false teachers 
during the last hour until Christ returns for his people (1 John 2:18; 

4:1ff; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 4:1-5). 
 

Calvin wrote in his Commentary on John’s First Epistle (1 John 2:19) 
that the Church did not produce these false teachers, they were from 

outside, and so by their “going out from us” and leaving the visible 



Church, they showed not only in their false teaching, but lack of 

submission to other elders, that they were “not one of us”.  
 

We should all be reminded that the Church will always be susceptible 
to false teachers (1 John 2:18; cf. Acts 20:27-32; Revelation 2-3), and 

so how greatly do we all need the ordained office where duly called 
and ordained men can serve in submission to other faithful teachers of 

God’s Word.  How can men who are duly called and ordained better 
prevent false teachers from being raised up to lead the people of God 

astray? 
 

The Biblical Call and Ordination 
How is a man properly authorized and ordained to the ministry? 

Founded on a principle scripture concerning order in the Church, we 
should remember the text of 1 Corinthians 14:40: “All things should be 

done decently and in order.” John Calvin wrote in his excellent 

commentary on Paul’s Epistle to the Corinthians: 
 

“…In order that noisy and troublesome men should not rashly take 
upon themselves to teach or to rule (which might otherwise happen), 

special care was taken that no one should assume public office in the 
church without being called. Therefore, if a man were to be considered 

a true minister of the church, he must first have been duly called 
(Heb. 5:4), then he must respond to his calling, that is, he must 

undertake and carry out the tasks enjoined.  We can often note this in 
Paul, who, when he wishes to commend his apostleship, almost always 

alludes to his call along with this faithfulness in carrying out his office 
(Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1).” 

 
As we learned in the last two chapters, God calls a man to the 

ordained office of pastor-elder, and the congregation of Christ’s people 

recognizes that call in their gifts and character displayed before them.  
The authority and power of the office of pastor-elder is from Christ’s 

call, the recognition of the authority of the office is through the 
congregation seeing the gifts and graces of God in certain men. 

 
This biblical way of ordination, or setting into order, or appointing men 

(Titus 1:5, 9) prevents those who are not qualified to enter the office 
by some silent and mere inward so-called call from God.  Christ alone 

calls men to the office of pastor-elder, not the church; Christ alone 
gives the authority to men in the office of pastor-elder, not the church; 

However, the Church recognizes this call of Christ and recognizes the 
men whom Christ has given to shepherd them in this perpetual office 

built on the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ the Chief Cornerstone 



(Eph. 2:20).  Consider Acts 6:1-6 as a passage concerning how men 

are called and ordained.  Although this passage is specifically about 
deacons, it reveals the Biblical process for the choosing of elders as 

well. 
 

Acts 6:1-6  ESV Now in these days when the disciples were increasing 
in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews 

because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.  2 

And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It 

is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve 
tables.  3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 

good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to 
this duty.  4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry 

of the word."  5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and 

Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and 

Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  6 These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

 
Notice a few things from the above passage: 1) The apostle-elders 

called a meeting of the “disciples” or the congregation (v. 2); 2) The 
apostle-elders told the people to pick out men with two main 

qualifications: a. Full of the Spirit and b. Wise (these summarize the 
qualifications for elders in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 as well, and point 

out the person as well as inter-personal traits ordained men will have) 
(v.3); 3) The apostle-elders appoint or ordain them to this duty (v. 3); 

4) The congregation chose the men and they pleased the people (v.5); 
and 5) The congregation nominated the, and the apostle-elders prayed 

and laid hands on them formally to set them apart for the task. 
 

Here is a simple diagram to depict what we are learning about the 

formal call and ordination (appointing is the biblical word; cf. Titus 
1:5): 

 
Call and Gifting of Christ the King of the Church (Inward Call) 

 
-- 

 
Recognition of Call and Gifts in the Man by the Church 

(Outward Call) 
 

-- 
 



Formal Appointment to the Office of Pastor-Elder 

(Ordination/Laying on of Hands) 
 

 
Let’s take a moment to review what we have learned from the last two 

chapters, and how this can then help us as the people of God to avoid 
by God’s grace false teachers within the Church’s pale.  We should 

keep in mind that in the history of Christ’s Church, there have been 
two extremes in the thinking of the office of ordained pastor-elder.  On 

the one extreme has been those in the Roman Catholic communion 
who have made the office of pastor-elder (or better bishop) infallible.   

 
On the other opposite extreme there have been those in the Quaker 

movement, the Plymouth Brethren, or more recently in the Home 
Church, or House Church movement in evangelical circles who want to 

disregard the office of pastor-elder altogether.  But as we have 

learned, there is a more biblical way.  For we have learned that the 
Scriptures are quite clear as to the importance of the ordained office of 

pastor-elder, instituted and established by Christ, the King of the 
Church.  Therefore, we want to understand it better today in our 

understanding of the Church as our mother. 
 

We have learned that the ordained ministry given by Christ to the 
Church is the primary means through which Christ speaks his Word to 

his people.  The ordained ministry is called by God specially to speak 
his Word in a unique way much like the Apostles and Prophets, but 

with a submission to the inscripturated, written Word of the Apostles 
and Prophets (John 8:31, 47; 14:23; Gal. 1:8-9; 2 Thess. 2:15; 2 

Tim. 3:16-4:4; 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 9-11).  Christ’s final Word has 
been spoken in the scriptures of the apostles and prophets; There is 

no additional revelation or words to be added.  Thus there is an 

anathema or curse against those who would presume to add to it, or 
subtract from it (Matt. 5:17-20; 15:1-11; Heb. 1:1-2; Rev. 22:18-19). 

 
A minister’s call and also his faithfulness to the call in the Word of God 

go hand in hand.  If a man is truly called by Christ, then he should 
show this call throughout his life as he submits to the Word of God and 

accurately handles and interprets it to the best of his ability (2 
Timothy 2:15).  A legitimate minister can be recognized by the fact 

that he has the gifts and character of an officer, or pastor-elder (1 
Timothy 3; Titus 1:5-9), is formally called by Christ through his 

church, and that he is faithful in preaching and teaching the Word of 
God.   

 



There is an inner or “secret call” from Christ, but it is imperative for 

the visible Church to recognize this call.  There have been many false 
teachers who would claim that “God had called them”, yet they had 

not been duly called and ordained by the visible church and have 
wrecked havoc in Christ’s Church, causing great divisions, dissensions, 

and heresies (more below on the difference between legitimate and 
illegitimate teachers in the Church).  Let us pause then for a summary 

of the call of Christ and the recognition of the congregation and how 
this can prevent false teaching and error in Christ’s Church: 

 
1) The call of Christ prevents mere human presumption to desire an 
office that one is not gifted to fill; 2) Call of congregation keeps 
the people of God from being oppressed or losing their individual 

Christian liberty through the force of pastor-elders who would 
place a certain man over them, who they do not believe was 

called by Christ and gifted; 3) The formal recognition by other 

pastor-elders prevents individualism and men who desire to be 
first, or who desire fanatically to control the people of God, 

although ungifted for the task.   The formal recognition and 
laying on of hands can be useful to strive toward the unity and 

one-ness of the Church of Christ through ecclesiastical 
succession of pastor-elders. 

 
The Laying On of Hands 

As we have learned in earlier chapters, there is a clear biblical 
distinction between the general office of ministering as a Christian, and 

being set apart and appointed formally to the office of a minister or 
pastor-elder as we learned in previous chapters.  It is important that 

we observe this scriptural teaching and distinction.  What the Bible 
defines as an ordination is a call by Christ, a recognition of this call by 

the congregation, and a formal recognition and ordination by other 

pastor-elders.   
 

All three elements of this call must be in place for a true and biblical 
ordination.  Otherwise to say one is ordained merely because one 

desired the task, or that one had secretly been called, or that the 
congregation thought a certain man the best man for the job, is to be 

out of line with the scriptural teaching of what it means to be truly and 
biblically ordained and part of the special office of pastor-elder.  

According to Scripture, you may be a minister, but you may not be an 
ordained one. 

 
Once a man is called by Christ, and he is recognized by the 

congregation, it is important for him then to have formal recognition 



by other faithful pastor-elders who will then lay their hands on him and 

set him apart visibly in the office to fulfill his call.  Notice how the 
Apostle Paul reminded Timothy of the gift of Christ and the council of 

elders setting him apart for the task of pastor-elder: 
 
ESV 1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given 
you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 

 
ESV 2 Timothy 1:6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the 

gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands… 
 
ESV 1 Timothy 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor 
take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 

 
ESV 2 Timothy 2:2 and what you have heard from me in the presence 

of many witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach 

others also. 
 

These Scriptures from the Pastoral Epistles, teach us that it is 
important for those called to the office of pastor-elder to have the 

formal recognition of other pastor-elders in the laying on of hands.  
The Apostle Paul reminds Timothy of his identity as a minister by 

referring to this important task of being set apart for Christ’s service or 
ministry.   

 
In fact, Paul tells Timothy that it is important not to lay hands on a 

man hastily (1 Tim. 5:22), just because once you do, you have 
formally set this man apart to the office of minister or pastor-elder in 

Christ’s Church.  These Scriptures also remind us of the biblical way of 
being appointed, ordained, or set apart as a pastor-elder by other 

pastor-elders, and not merely as a result of one’s own desire, of the 

congregation’s need or approval. 
 

Slaves of Christ 
What is the biblical and historical importance of the ceremony of the 

laying on of hands?  Following the Old Testament practice of the laying 
on of hands (Gen. 48:14), and the Lord Jesus himself (Matt. 19:15), 

the apostle-elders signified by the laying on of hands that they were 
offering to God a man whom he had called and visible set him apart 

for service in the Church. In this way they consecrated the pastors and 
teachers, and the deacons, so that they might be set apart as Christ’s 

under-shepherds. 
 



The sign of laying on of hands is that a man is formally a 

servant of Christ, bound to serve Christ alone in the office of 
pastor-elder, acting as his ambassador, and speaking for him in 

his Church.  The Laying on of hands is the sign that a man has 
taken on the yoke of Christ as slave in a special and unique 

way. 
 

This should be sobering for all ordained ministers of God.  Once the 
hands have been laid on us by the Church of Christ, we are formally 

slaves to Christ with regard to our office.  We are slaves of Christ and 
therefore have no freedom to speak whatever we want (and especially 

in the Name of Jesus!).   
 

As slaves to Christ, we are not free to bind men’s consciences with 
new laws and commands that are legalistic and unscriptural (see 

Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 20).  As slaves to Christ, we 

have no freedom to make oneself a minister, or form a “ministry” 
outside of Christ’s Church.  We lose our freedom to be anything other 

than Christ’s privileged slaves, who are submitted to His Word alone! 
 

Those who are duly called by God and biblically ordained in the Church 
have a great responsibility rightly to teach and preach the Word of 

God, administer the sacraments, and additionally, and this has to do 
with the “third mark of a true church”, discipline to uphold the peace 

and purity of Christ’s Church. The ordained ministry has been called by 
God to shepherd the flock in Christ’s physical absence (1 Peter. 5:1-

5).  Discipline must be upheld in Christ’s Church by the 
Ministers/Pastors/Elders in order to preserve the peace and purity of 

Christ’s Church (Matt. 18:17-18; Acts 20:28-31a; Rom. 16:17-18a; 1 
Cor. 5:1-5, 13; 14:33, 40; Gal. 6:1; Eph. 5:6, 11; 2 Thess. 3:14-15; 1 

Tim. 1:20; 3:1ff; 5:20; Titus 1:10-11; Rev. 2:14-16a). 

 
It is interesting, but often overlooked that the reason why the Apostle 

Paul teaches Timothy that a pastor-elder must not be a new convert (1 
Tim. 3:6) was because he might fall into the condemnation of the 

devil.  What this means is that a new convert has not had time to be 
tested as to teachability.  In other words, if a man who seeks to be a 

pastor-elder has not proven himself to be a teachable disciple of 
Christ, then he is not fit to be a disciple of Christ.  As we learned of 

“Diotrephes Syndrome” from  
The First Epistle of John, the man wants to be first, and this is more 

important than his submission to other faithful pastor-elders. 
 



So what do we learn about men in the Bible who presume to teach the 

Scriptures to the people of God without a formal calling from Christ, 
recognition of the people, and formal recognition and sign of the laying 

on of hands by other pastor-elders?  Let us look at several scriptures 
with regard to men who come in Christ’s name without being formally 

called and sent by Christ.  We shall begin in Paul’s letter to Timothy. 
 

Wisdom from Paul’s Letter to Timothy 
Paul has appointed Timothy as an elder at Ephesus, showing again 

apostolic authority is derived and declarative authority. In both of 
Paul’s letters to Timothy, we find that Timothy is young and is realizing 

quickly that pastoral ministry can be difficult and challenging, even 
frightening with regard to preaching the apostolic truth and opposing 

error! Paul encourages him to be faithful to always preaching and 
declaring the Word of Christ, yet doing so “carefully and patiently” (1 

Tim. 3:15; 2 Tim. 1:7; 2:19-15; 3:1-6; 4:1-6). 

 
In 1 Timothy chapter 1, verses 3-11 Paul first warns Timothy of false 

teachers which have come to Ephesus: 
 

1 Timothy 1:3-11   3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, 
remain at Ephesus that you may charge certain persons not to teach 

any different doctrine,  4 nor to devote themselves to myths and 
endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the 

stewardship from God that is by faith.  5 The aim of our charge is love 
that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere 

faith.  6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away 
into vain discussion,  7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without 

understanding either what they are saying or the things about which 
they make confident assertions.  8 Now we know that the law is good, 

if one uses it lawfully,  9 understanding this, that the law is not laid 

down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly 
and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their 

fathers and mothers, for murderers,  10 the sexually immoral, men who 
practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else 

is contrary to sound doctrine,  11 in accordance with the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted. 

 
You might recall Paul’s last words to the elders at Ephesus the last 

time he saw them, recording for us in Acts 20:26-32: 
 

Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all 
of you, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel 

of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 



which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church 

of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 29 I know that after my 
departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 
30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted 
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, 

remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to 
admonish everyone with tears. 32 And now I commend you to God and 

to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you 
the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

 
Paul had appointed the elders at Ephesus, yet by the time he writes 

his first epistle to Timothy, these wolves are a present reality at 
Ephesus.  In just a matter of a few years, there are false teachers 

challenging the ordained ministry and the good deposit of God’s Word! 
 

In 1 Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy in light of this difficult pastoral 

problem that he was appointed as an apostle and teacher in Christ’s 
Church, and thus he has the authority to write to Timothy and address 

the particular pastoral issues he is facing with regards to the false 
teachers (1 Tim. 1:12). Paul gives Timothy instructions (derived 

authority) –encouraging him in the work at Ephesus, but Timothy also 
was confirmed by real church elders, even though appointed by the 

Apostle Paul himself: 
 

1 Timothy 4:14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was 
given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their 

hands on you. 
 

Even though Timothy was under the tutelage of the Apostle Paul as his 
“son in the faith”, he still was recognized by the “council of elders” in 

the visible Church before he was ordained and they laid hands on him. 

This is extremely important to realize in today’s churches. 
 

Paul goes on to remind Timothy of those who have made “shipwreck of 
their faith” (1 Tim. 1:19-20) teaching us that the ordained office has 

the right to judge with Christ according to his word when this is 
actually the case, and this judging is not merely a private judging of 

one’s heart that is forbidden (cf. Matt. 7:1-5), but a public judgment 
because pastor-elders have been given the Keys of the Kingdom (Matt. 

18:18).  Paul makes a public judgment against certain teachings and 
men because he has the authority to do so because he is called to the 

ordained office as an “Ambassador of Christ”.  The office of minister 
includes the teaching and preaching of the Word, as well as the 



rebuking and correction that must go with this ministry (2 Timothy 

3:16-17). 
 

In chapter two, of Paul’s first epistle to Timothy, he goes on to explain 
Timothy’s authority as pastor-elder over the Church, its worship, 

prayer, and life in the Church, including the man’s chief goal as a 
person of prayer, as well as the important place for the woman. 

 
In chapter three, Paul explains the qualifications of those who will hold 

ordained office under Christ’s authority with Timothy (see earlier 
chapter).  He teaches Timothy that they must be “able to teach”, and 

that ability to teach implies the content to be the apostolic teaching of 
Paul that would eventually become inscripturated in God’s Word.  

Furthermore, the elders were not to be “recent converts” because they 
must hold to the “deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience…they 

must be tested,” and this process would occur under the authority of 

the visible Church and with the elders already established, including 
Timothy, the pastor-elder at Ephesus (Acts 14:23; 16:4; 19:10, 22; 

20:13-38). 
 

1 Timothy 3:14: We might ask “Why specifically did Paul write his 
letter to Timothy?” Certainly these truths of the reality of Christ’s 

visible Church are obvious to reason, and are seen to be the normal 
and accepted practice of the churches in the Book of Acts?!  But no, 

sin has tainted the way we do Christianity and even think about the 
ordained office as much as anything else sin has negatively affected. 

 
The reason why Paul ultimately wrote Timothy in his first epistle was 

to establish the fact that the Church of Christ does not exist in a 
vacuum.  The Church is not “invisible” to the world, only to God in the 

sense that he knows his own (2 Tim. 2:19-25).  Paul says: “You know 

how people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household- -the 
Church of the Living God and the pillar and ground of the truth (1 Tim. 

3:14-15). 
 

“I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to 
you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to 

behave in the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, a pillar and buttress of truth.” 

 
The Church is a pillar and buttress of truth.  What kind of truth? 

Inscripturated, apostolic truth that must be rightly taught and upheld 
by godly discipline and by those who are duly called and ordained 

“Ambassadors of Christ” and “Ministers of Reconciliation”.  Calvin says 



that the truth of God’s Word is preserved on earth by the ministry of 

the Church alone.  It is as if Christ has given his priceless, expensive 
pearl of great price to be guarded by mere men.  Calvin resounds in 

praise: “What a weight, therefore, rests on the pastors, who have 
been entrusted with the charge of so inestimable a treasure!” (Comm. 

1 Timothy 3:16). 
 

Doctrines of Scripture and Doctrines of Demons 
1 Timothy 4:1-11  ESV Now the Spirit expressly says that in later 

times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to 
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,  2 through the insincerity of 

liars whose consciences are seared,  3 who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with 

thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.  4 For 
everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is 

received with thanksgiving,  5 for it is made holy by the word of God 

and prayer.  6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a 
good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith 

and of the good doctrine that you have followed.  7 Have nothing to do 
with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness;  8 for 

while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every 
way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to 

come.  9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance.  10 

For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the 

living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who 
believe.  11 Command and teach these things. 

 
Part of Timothy’s ministry as a pastor-teacher was to realize the fact 

that in the last days there will be those who will abandon the apostolic 
faith and teach false doctrine (2 Tim. 3). What was he to do as a called 

and ordained man to the ministry? Paul says “It is written…” , that is 

Timothy’s primary call to “preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:1-5), and tell 
the people “Thus says the Lord”. 

 
In 1 Timothy 4:6, Paul commands Timothy: “Point these things out to 

the brothers…(because) you have been brought up in the truths of the 
faith and the good teaching (against the bad and false teaching) you 

have followed “my teaching”, that is the apostolic teaching of Paul.  
This implies of course that some were not following Paul and rejecting 

his apostolic and ordained call and office.  Yet Timothy was charged to 
uphold this apostolic teaching by God’s grace. 

 
Paul then teaches Timothy that part of the duty and privilege of the 

ordained office is to “command and teach these things”.  What “things” 



is Paul speaking of? The truth delivered or “handed down” to him by 

Paul and by the Apostles and by Christ focusing us on the importance 
of the truth as it is delivered from its apostolic source, and its 

preservation and consistency with what has been taught with regard to 
that truth.   

 
1 Timothy 4:13-16: 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.  14 Do not neglect the 
gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of 

elders laid their hands on you.  15 Practice these things, devote 
yourself to them, so that all may see your progress.  16 Keep a close 

watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing 
you will save both yourself and your hearers.   

 
Watch your life and doctrine closely…or Keep a close watch on yourself 

and your teaching (v. 16). Paul closes this portion of his letter to 

Timothy with “watch your life and doctrine/teaching closely”.  This life 
and doctrine was to be preserved and watched, implying the sinful 

tendency for this life and doctrine to change, be amended, or ignored. 
 

Paul teaches Timothy that it is truly the ordained minister’s 
responsibility to save himself and his hearers.  Salvation is a gift of 

God alone through the work of the Holy Spirit making effectual the 
teaching and preaching of the Word of God.  However, Paul wants the 

burden of sobriety to be placed on him as a pastor, and to remind 
every pastor that it is not just ourselves who will be saved by orthodox 

life and doctrine, but those to whom we are called to pastor and teach. 
 

Do we truly believe this in our day when many men (and women!) are 
disguised as “ministers” in Christ’s Church, yet they do not labor under 

the Word of God and the under the submission of other faithful elders 

and pastors in the Church?  How are we to escape the folly of our own 
making through individualistic mindsets that have caused us to believe 

any person who says he has a legitimate call of God, and who plays in 
the pulpit like a small child in a crib- -muttering phrases that we think 

are cute, but no one can truly understand? 
 

1 Timothy 6:20-21: O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. 
Avoid the irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called 

"knowledge,"  21 for by professing it some have swerved from the faith. 
Grace be with you. 

 
Paul closes his first epistle by telling Timothy “to guard the deposit 

that has been entrusted to your care”.  The people of the Church at 



Ephesus should be guarded from falsehood and the wiles of the devil.  

The truths of the apostles derived from Christ must be guarded and 
passed down again from one generation to the next, avoiding false 

teachings and apostates. 
 

Here is Paul is instructing Timothy to use his gifts “that which has been 
entrusted to him” as pastor.  Paul is telling Timothy to use his gifts of 

preaching and teaching the Word of God for the edifying and the 
building up of Christ’s Church while avoiding error and negligence of 

rightly using Christ’s gifts.  Paul warns Timothy that some who profess 
the true religion have in reality erred concerning the faith. 

 
The history of the Church, by the providential and gracious work of 

God the Holy Spirit, has continually helped and aided the ordained 
office to remain faithful to this apostolic teaching as Paul teaches 

Timothy in his first letter.  The apostolic teaching is the teaching and 

interpretation of the inscripturated Word of God that must continually 
be guarded against and passed down again by God’s grace! 

 
What Paul teaches Timothy has often been referred to as the doctrine 

of “apostolicity” (see above). Rather than teaching an unbiblical notion 
of continuity or orthodoxy merely in the ordained office of Peter (as 

our Roman Catholic friends try to do), the doctrine of “apostolicity” 
teaches that the visible Church has handed down from generation to 

generation the true teaching of Christ and that the gates of hell have 
not prevailed against the foundation and preservation of God’s Word in 

Christ’s Church.  The Reformers did not focus so much upon the 
pretended chair of Peter, but the teaching of Peter was the real mark 

of apostolicity.[1] 
 

All called and duly ordained ministers are called to a doctrine of 

teaching and preserving the apostolic doctrine found in Holy Scripture, 
for this is how Christ speaks to His Church until he returns to fully 

redeem her.  If Paul’s doctrine of the ordained office that he 
communicates to Timothy is forgotten, what will happen to the faithful 

“handing down” of Paul’s apostolic teaching for future generations? 
 

The Church is Christ’s established organization or institution to help 
keep his sheep safe.  He is the Sheep gate, the Door of the Sheep, but 

he calls us into safe pastures within His Church to protect us from 
wolves who are outside her walls.  Think about our own day.  In a day 

when radio “ministries” and television “ministries”, and all kinds of 

                                                 
 



other so-called “ministries” flourish outside Christ’s Church, how are 

we to know who to trust? Knowing that there is a real and ever 
present danger of being deceived, how are we to know who to trust?  

 
Men (or women!) who arrogantly raise themselves up to minister to 

Christ’s flock are not identifying themselves with the biblical teaching 
of being called by Christ, recognized by a congregation, and formally 

recognized by other pastor-elders.   Think of how often in the Christian 
publishing industry because of a teacher’s popularity a man is 

published and many read his books before we even consider if the 
person is duly called and ordained, or one who is a legitimate member 

of Christ’s visible Church.   
 

What authority does anyone have to write and teach Christ’s people 
unless he has gone through the proper and biblical method of 

ordination and submission to the apostolic deposit found in the greater 

Church?  The Church has been given to us as a gift from Christ to 
protect us from error.  Never forget the teaching of Ephesians 4:12-14 

where Paul tells us about Christ’s gift of ordained ministers (pastors 
and teachers) with an emphasis on the false teaching: 

 
“…to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 

the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that 
we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 

and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

 
Do we still believe this?  Also remember Paul’s warning to Timothy 

about how the time period before Christ returns will be characterized 

(remember this is focused on those in the Church): 
 

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 

kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 

and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 
4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off 

into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 



Romans 16:17-18:  I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those 

who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that 
you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve 

our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and 
flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

 
Here in the last chapter of Romans, the Apostle Paul addresses the 

elders and congregation of the Churches in Rome and ends his letter 
by reminding them of those causing division and obstacles contrary to 

the teaching of Paul and the elders.  Paul continues by saying that 
such people “are not serving our Lord (because they are not under his 

authority set up in the Church) –but they are serving their own 
appetites.”  This is a fair summary of those who claim to be Christian 

yet reject the authority of the ordained office, thinking they can teach 
whatever they like with regard to life and doctrine. 

 

This also is a reminder that there is the apostolic teaching in God’s 
Word that has been preserved by the grace of the Holy Spirit, and 

historically understood by those in the gospel ministry, and we are to 
uphold that apostolic teaching, declare the truth of it to God’s people, 

and oppose those who are teaching something contrary to it. 
 

Paul reminds us here in the context at the end of Romans, for 
Christians to greet each other in a loving, family-like manner (“with a 

holy kiss”), being on our guard not only against false doctrines and 
teachings, but those who are divisive.  The evil one uses false 

doctrines and teachings, even carelessness with regard to Biblical 
teaching, in order to divide the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 
It is most important today to realize, in an age where theology and 

Biblical teaching is actually blamed for division because some want to 

hold to the truth as precisely as they can, that it is not the truth that 
causes division, but the lack of understanding the truth that causes 

division and problems in congregations!  Don’t miss this important 
truth: A lack of understanding the truth is what is used to divide! 

 
Our goal as the people of God is to strive to understand the Scriptures 

to the best of our ability “together with all the saints”, both living and 
dead (Eph. 3:18).  This means that if we are to avoid teachings or 

doctrines contrary to what the Bible teaches, we need to understand a 
little bit of how the Bible has been understood, as well as 

misunderstood in the past.  By God’s grace, we want to be sanctified 
by the Word, the truth of God, as Jesus prayed for his people in John 

17:  



 

‘Sanctify them by your truth; your Word is truth.” 
 

Let us pause for a moment to consider some thoughts and conclusions 
with regards to whom we should allow to teach and interpret for us the 

Scriptures, which is the very voice of Christ our Shepherd: 
 

1) Name one instance in Scripture where you have an orthodox 
teacher called and sent by Christ who is not under the authority 

of the elders of the Church. Even when Jesus comes to the 
corrupted “Church” of the Sanhedrin in Israel, he rejects their 

teaching because it has become corrupted, but he upholds the 
authority of their office: 

 
Matthew 23:1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his 

disciples, 2 "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' 

seat, 3 so practice and observe whatever they tell you- but 
not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4 

They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 

move them with their finger. 
 

The Scribes and Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, that is they have 
authority in this office, but they do not uphold the doctrine and 

life required of that office.  Jesus scathingly rebukes the 
corruption in His Church, but he tells the people to still uphold 

the ordained ministry and office itself.  This reminds us that no 
matter how great the corruption in Christ’s Church, we don’t 

seek to separate but to reform from within.  The Church is 
Christ’s organization and institution of heaven on earth. 

 

2) Who is given the authority to primarily interpret, study and teach 
God’s Word to the Church?  How are they recognized in Scripture 

as legitimate interpreters and teachers? 
 

3) In every instance of Paul speaking about false teachers, all of 
the false teachers have this in common: They do not have the 

apostolic authority or sanction to teach God’s Word because they 
have not been duly called and ordained in Christ’s Church. 

 
Examples of Teachers in the New Testament without Apostolic 

Authority or Sanction: 
 

1) Acts 8:9ff- Simon Magus 



2) Acts 18:24ff- Apollos (although he came under the authority and 
was corrected so that he was a profitable servant, cf. 1 Cor. 
16:12). 

3) Acts 19:13ff- Sons of Sceva 
4) Rom. 16:17-18- Some causing divisions. 
5) 2 Cor. 11:1-5- “Super Apostles” or “False Apostles” 
masquerading as servants of light and righteousness. 

6) Gal. 1:3-10- The Judaizers 
7) Phil. 1:15-18- Some preaching Christ out of false motivation or 
ambition. 

8) Col. 2:8 (and all of Colossians)- Proto-Gnosticism, a mixture of 
Jewish and Gentile religion. 

9) 1 Thess. 4:13ff- Some had declared the Thessalonians about the 
time of the Lord’s return. 

10) 2 Tim. 4:10- Demas who deserted Paul and his teaching 

(cf. Matt. 13, ‘Parable of the Sower’; 1 John 2:19. 

11) Titus 1:10ff- “Circumcision” teachers- “ruining whole 
households. Note: Paul teaches Titus, as he did Timothy before 

that he is to teach the gospel and “encourage and rebuke with 
authority” (Tit. 2:15). He says “do not let anyone despise you” 

(apparently because of his authority). 
12) 1 John 2:19ff- Incipient Gnosticism (Cerinthus) 

13) Rev. 1-3: Nicolatians, Jezebel, Synagogues of Satan, etc. 
 

All of these have one thing in common, no matter how diverse (and 
creative!) their teachings were, no matter to what degree their errors, 

they had no authority from the Church to teach.  All of these above did 
not have the call of Christ, the qualifications of pastor-elder, and were 

not formally recognized and ordained by pastor-elders, either those in 
the perpetual ministry, or those in the foundational unique ministry of 

apostle-elder. 

 
No matter how good some of their works might have been, no matter 

how sincere they were (Phil. 1:16-18; cf. Matt. 23:1-12), they did not 
have authority, or apostolic sanction, and therefore by biblical 

definition and Christ’s Word, they were no teachers at all, but really 
wolves teaching falsehood and causing divisions and dissensions.   

 
For all their knowledge of Scripture, without the formal call and 

ordination to the office of minister in Christ’s Church, their 
ministry is by biblical definition “unbiblical”. 

 
To Be Ordained, or Not To Be Ordained 



The Bible teaches that a legitimate pastor-elder-teacher is ordained, 

recognized, called, and under the authority of the Church.  The Holy 
Spirit has endowed the Church with gifts who are teachers (Eph. 4:11-

16). These teachers are to be recognized by the visible Church 
authority in whom the Holy Spirit dwells and through whom the Holy 

Spirit works to apply the knowledge and grace of the Lord Jesus.   
 

“Wolves in Sheep’s Clothing”?: How Do You Recognize Them? 
We need to soberly remind ourselves as those who call themselves 

evangelicals that Paul constantly warned Timothy that some have 
deceiving spirits, and thus not the Holy Spirit.  The Church must test 

and affirm through discernment who God has called and then they are 
ordained officially in Christ’s Church (1 Cor. 12; 1 John 2:20-29; 1 

Tim. 3; Titus 1). 
 

What does all this mean: that every minister today who has not been 

duly called and ordained is a false shepherd, wolf in sheep’s clothing, 
or a heretic?  Not necessarily, but we are treading on dangerous 

ground.  If an active minister, or pastor-elder who teaches Christ’s 
people recognizes the reality that he has not been duly called and 

ordained, then he should immediately show his humility in the LORD 
by calling upon a faithful visible Church of Christ on earth (see Part I: 

Marks of a True Church), in order to be called and ordained formally 
with the laying on of hands by other faithful pastor-elders. 

 
Is a minister, or pastor-elder a false shepherd, wolf, or heretic if he 

doesn’t do this? Not necessarily, but consider that if they truly have 
the God-given character of 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, and they have the 

“secret call” of Christ in their hearts, what should keep them from 
being willing to also be recognized by the people of God as being truly 

called (“being tested”- 1 Tim. 3), and to have the visible Church and 

the officers already ordained officially to lay hands on them?  If they 
are called and gifted by Jesus, then they have nothing to hide.  In this 

manner, the call and ordination can be done “decently and in order” 
and the biblical method and procedure can be upheld as they enter 

into formal service in the Household of God. 
 

If a minister realizes this is the clear teaching of Scripture, and will not 
submit to the ordained officers of Christ’s Church for whatever reason, 

his character should then be called into question immediately with 
regard to humility and obedience to Jesus.  If he is supposedly a 

servant of Christ’s Word, and Christ has spoken with regard to how a 
minister ought to serve him and be ordained within His Church, then it 



would be proper for him to humble himself under the Word, and 

obediently follow the teachings of Christ. 
 

If a man will not submit to Christ’s Word humbly as a servant 
in entering the office of minister, do we expect him to submit 

to Christ’s Word humbly as a servant in executing and fulfilling 
the office of minister? 

 
Or to put it another way: If a man who is supposedly called by 

Christ will not submit to other ordained men in Christ’s Church, 
how will he truly submit to Christ himself for he is undermining 

Christ’s command and will for his “Ambassadors”. 
 

If a man who claims to be a minister of the Word will not come under 
the authority of the visible Church, he is at worst a heretic, wolf, and 

false teacher (and there are some out there in radio and television 

“ministries”), or he is at best proud and disobedient to Christ the King 
himself for he has rejected Christ’s way of calling and ordaining a man 

in his Church.  We should be extremely cautious as the people of God! 
 

If a man is not legitimately called and ordained, he may be a very 
sincere man as well as a good teacher, but it must be acknowledged 

that he is lining himself up more with the false teachers in Scripture 
than he is the orthodox teachers who are in submission to other 

pastor-elders.  He may not necessarily be a false teacher, but he has 
more in common with them characteristically than he does the pastor-

elders who are good teachers revealed in Scripture. 
 

To avoid “doctrines of demons” the church must return to biblically 
calling and authorizing all pastor-teachers. If the Church does not do 

this according to apostolic teaching and instruction in the Word of God, 

no matter how well these men know their Bibles, and no matter how 
much they seem to be gifted, and even eager to serve, the church is 

constantly being threatened by error.  Legitimate pastor-elders should 
show their knowledge and gifts, submitting to the ordained leadership 

of the Church, in order to be formally tested and approved (1 Tim. 
4:16). 

 
1 Timothy 4:16  Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 

teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. 

 
Remember the devil and his false wolves masquerade as angels of 

light (2 Corinthians 11:13-14).  They deceive by also masquerading as 



ministers of the gospel (Gal. 1:1-11).  Yet the devil does not have a 

Church on earth -- Christ does.  And in this Church built by Christ, 
founded on the Apostles and Prophets, if we follow the apostolic Word 

of God and way of testing and ordaining men, not being quick to lay 
hands on anyone, and aware that true ordained men are submitted to 

other elders, then we have a “safe place” where the devils’ unordained 
men can be exposed for who they really and truly are: servants of evil 

rather than righteousness. 
 

It is those who submit to Christ, under the apostles, the apostolic 
teaching, and faithful elders who submit to and uphold the apostolic 

teaching in the Lord, who show themselves truly to be not only Christ’s 
disciples, but his ordained ministers, called by Jesus to be 

ambassadors or reconciliation, and given to the visible Church to 
disciple and mature the saints! 

 

Submission in doctrine and life is to uphold the Church’s peace 
and purity until Christ our King returns for His Bride! 

 
In our culture today, men who have been duly ordained and called 

have a duty to caution and warn the sheep of God’s pasture, those for 
whom he shed his blood and purchased, that there are false wolves 

out waiting to tear them to pieces (Acts 20:27-32).   
 

How can we be safe from error, and be prevented from becoming 
stunted in our growth by falsehood in teaching (cf. Eph. 4:13-16)? By 

trusting the way Christ has instituted the ordained ministry of calling 
men and having them ordained to preach and teach the Word of God 

by being faithful and accountable to other duly called and ordained 
men so that there is real unity as well as accountability in relation to 

the teaching and interpretation of Scripture.  If we follow the Bible’s 

instructions on calling and ordaining men, then we can better seek the 
unity of the Church by interpreting and teaching together, as well as 

accountability to other pastor-elders that we are teaching the truth. 
 

It is not safe for anyone in Christ’s Church when we disregard the 
importance of the ordained ministry that has been instituted to pass 

on the apostolic teaching of Christ in his Word, and to diligently uphold 
our duty to Christ by taking care of his keys.  I asked you a few 

questions in an earlier chapter, that I would like you to ask yourself 
again now that you have learned more about the call of Christ, 

ordination, and the threat of false teachers.  Here are the questions for 
your consideration again: 

 



1) How do you know that you’re hearing the truth of the Word of God 

when it is preached every Lord’s Day? Do you make this judgment 
individualistically based on the fact that the pastor happens to agree 

with your interpretation? If this is all you have to find truth, then you 
might be a relativist (or perhaps a rationalist!?).  That is, you might 

think that it is merely true for you, but you have no greater objectivity 
than that?  How do you know that your pastor-elder is being faithful to 

the apostolic gospel and teaching you consistently with the Church 
both dead and living?  

 
2) Do you participate in baptism and the Lord’s Supper frequently? Do 

you place a high regard of these institutions of Christ, just because 
Christ has instituted them, or do you think they are something you can 

take or leave? Do you emphasize other means to become more like 
Christ other than what Jesus has instituted? For instance, do you teach 

that small group Bible studies and evangelical “quiet time” are more 

important than baptism and the Lord’s Supper? Small group Bible 
studies and “quiet time” may be an additional means for God’s Spirit 

to encourage the people of God, but do you in practice deny what 
Christ has instituted and appointed for his Church in baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper? 
 

3) Is there accountability in your congregation? Is the pastor studying 
with other men in his generation as well as those pastor-elders who 

taught the Bible correctly before him (‘apostolicity’)? If your pastor, or 
another member of your congregation, or yourself sinned against God 

publicly and got out of line with regard to biblical teaching, is there 
any formal discipline that would hinder this sinful life and erring 

doctrine? 
 

To these three questions I have asked before, I will now ask a fourth 

important question: 
 

4) Has your pastor-elder been called by Christ, recognized by the 
congregation as being full of the Spirit and wisdom, and having good 

reputation among men (Acts 6:1-6)? Has your pastor-elder been 
formally recognized by other faithful pastor-elders in being ordained, 

appointed, or set apart formally through the laying on of hands? 
 

Are you in submission to pastor-elders in your congregation where you 
can say that your pastor-elders are also under submission and 

accountability to others?  Do you see the “marks of the Church” of 
preaching, administration of the sacraments, and discipline upheld in 



your congregation so as to preserve the apostolic gospel from those 

who would teach something contrary? 
 

May God bring those who are out from under authority back to himself 
through a proper external call by the Church and proper ordination, as 

well as the sign of laying on of hands so that the people of God can 
once again have confidence in Christ’s ordained office and be taught 

by our mother’s ordained ministers. 
 

In our next chapter we will discuss the need for a knowledge of the 
way the Bible has been interpreted, studied, and taught by pastor-

elders in the Church before our time.  We will consider why we should 
study creeds, councils, and confessions, what authority, if any they 

have over us as ministers and the people of God, and how to more 
precisely seek unity in the Church visible through these confessions of 

faith. 

 
Chapter 10: 

Confessing Christ Together with All the Saints 
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