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God is intervening into history to fulfill the promises of 
salvation to Israel and to the world! 

 
THE UNBELIEVABLE INCARNATION OF GOD! 

 
Not Creatio ex nihilo, but Creatio ex Maria! 

 
It is important and helpful to compare the angelic announcement 
to Mary and Zechariah.  How are they similar; how are they 
different?! For instance, Zechariah and Elizabeth are old and at 
the end of their lives, while Mary is at the beginning of her life 
with her betrothed husband Joseph. 
 
Let not your familiarity with the incarnation and the virgin birth 
cause to cease from continuous amazement!  This is a wonder to 
behold each time you read the birth narratives of the Infant King 
Jesus!  Ask God to teach you new things each time you read and 
study these stories of God�s announcement of salvation to the 
world!  This passage reveals the amazing grace and love of God! 
 

I. MARY: STORY OF THE BIRTH OF THE INFANT KING 
 
Mary�s delivery of the infant King Jesus would be the birth 

of the One to deliver all who would believe from death! 
 

A. God�s Announcement of His Son-King: To a lowly 
virgin betrothed to Joseph, in a small insignificant 
town called Nazareth, poor, and God announces to 
shepherds, etc (Quite a contrast to the birth 
announcements of human kings). 

 
B. God�s Son-King will rule over all the world on 

behalf of his Father: His birth is insignificant and 
simple by human standards�no glory or pomp and 
circumstance. 

 



C. God sends Gabriel to Zechariah and Mary: Is 
there any place in Scripture where God does not 
initiate his salvation for his people? 

 
D. At the Beginning of Her Life with Joseph� 
...betrothed, but not fully married (had yet to be 
received into Joseph�s home essentially, although the 
marriage �contract� between the families had been 
agreed upon, bride price paid, one year after the groom 
would come for the bride and take her home; Mary 
could have been as young as 12 years old).   
 
In this betrothal, God gives a most wonderful and 
unbelievable �wedding present�: God supernaturally 
overshadows a virgin to bring forth Messiah, of David�s 
House, or Dynasty!  
 

Unbelievable! 
 
E. Kingly Family (1:27)-Whether Mary was of David�s 

House or Dynasty doesn�t really matter.  In the ANE, 
the father would have legally adopted the son.  In 
this case, Joseph adopted Jesus and Joseph was of 
the House of David, and therefore Jesus was of the 
House of David.   

 
�to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. 
 
Luke 3:23, 38: 
 

23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about 
thirty years of age, being the son (as was supposed) 
of Joseph, the son of Heli�.the son of Enos, the son 
of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
 
Jesus was of the line of David through Joseph 

(human lineage of David), son of Adam (second 
Adam and representative of all who would 

believe in the world), and son of God (the very 
God of God!). 

 
The Child Jesus will be Joseph�s son, 

Adam�s son, 



And God�s son. 
 

Appreciate the fact that God is coming down, or 
becoming incarnate in a virgin�s womb- -(let not 
your familiarity with the incarnation cause you to be 
dumb to this fantastic reality; let not your 
rationalism cause you to be duped by the 
impossible)- - not in the temple where His presence 
dwelt.   

 
F. From Virginity to Conception by the Holy Spirit 

(vv. 27, 34)-  
 
Notice �virgin� two times for emphasis (vv. 27, 
34) 
 

i. Importance of Virgin Birth 
 

Need Proof? 
When I think of the incarnation and the virgin birth, I 
think of the sound words of Karl Barth (I don�t agree 
with everything Barth taught, and I am not �Barthian�, 
but he had some wonderful insights on the birth 
narratives, see Barth, Church Dogmatics, IV.1-2 (pp. 
177-207). 
 
Barth wrote something for all of us to remember and 
consider concerning the �unbelievability� of the 
incarnation and virgin birth: 
 
�[The virgin birth] stands on the threshold of the 
New Testament, blatantly supernatural, defying 
our rationalism, informing us that all that follows 
belongs to the same order as itself and that if we 
find it offensive there is no point in proceeding 
further�It eliminates the last surviving possibility 
of understanding the vere deus vere homo (�very 
God of very God�) intellectually.   
 
It leaves only the spiritual understanding, that is 

the understanding in which God�s own work is 
seen in God�s own light.� [CD, pg. 177, emphasis 

mine]. 
 



J. Gresham Machen wrote: �The eternal Son of 
God, He through whom the universe was made, did 
not despise the virgin�s womb! What a wonder is 
there! It is not strange that it has always given 
offence to the natural man. But in that wonder we 
find God�s redeeming love, and in that babe who lay 
in Mary�s womb we find our Savior who thus became 
man to die for our sins and bring us into peace with 
God.� (The Virgin Birth of Christ, apg. 394). 

 
The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they are spiritually 

discerned  
(1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 
1. By Faith- -Supra-rational � incredible, 

supernatural, unbelievable- - if you have 
to fully understand this before you 
believe, turn back now- -go no further, 
for you will only find water turned to 
wine, fish and bread feeding the 
multitudes, demons cast out of people, 
the blind and lame healed, the storm 
calmed, and a dead man raised from the 
dead. 

 
2. Not a sinful Son of Adam, but the 

pure Son of God- sinless! ��Holy, 
the Son of God� 

 
3. No �Immaculate Conception�: 

Mary was sinful. 
 

4. Augustine: �For what God took 
of flesh, he either cleansed in 
order to take it, or cleansed by 
taking it.� 

 
5. Calvin: �We make Christ free of 

all stain not just because he was 
begotten of his mother without 
her knowing a man, but 
because he was sanctified by 



the Holy Spirit that the 
conception might be pure and 
undefiled as would have been 
true before Adam�s fall.� 

 
Hebrews 2:14-18: Since therefore the 
children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might 
destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it 
is not angels that he helps, but he helps 
the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to be made like his brothers 
in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 

For because he himself has suffered 
when tempted, he is able to help those 
who are being tempted. 

 
Hebrews 4:14-16: Since then we have 
a great high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 

For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 16 Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of 
grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
 

a. The virgin birth reminds us that 
if a redeemer is going to come, 
it will be through God�s 
supernatural work in a virgin�s 
womb.  Salvation will come 
through the impossible made 
possible by God alone! 



 
b. God provides the needed Lamb 

of God in the Virgin conception. 
 
6. Creatio ex Maria, NOT creation ex 

nihilo- Jesus Christ not born from 
nothing, but created out of Mary�s 
substance. 

 
Not Creatio ex Nihilo, BUT Creatio ex 
Maria- Jesus Christ was not born from 
nothing, but created out of Mary�s 
substance.  In other words, Jesus would 
have looked like �Uncle Luke� if Mary had 
a brother named �Luke� (she probably 
did not have an Uncle Luke, but you get 
the point!).  He was true flesh and blood 
and would have favored his mother�s 
family as well had similar personality 
traits, although without sin! 
 

WCF 8.2  The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very 
and eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, 
when the fulness of time was come, take upon Him man's nature, with 
all the essential properties and common infirmities thereof, yet without 
sin; being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of 
the Virgin Mary, of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, and 
distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably 
joined together in one person, without conversion, composition, or 
confusion. Which person is very God, and very man, yet one Christ, 
the only Mediator between God and man.  

 
a. As the �First Adam� was made 

from dust, so the �Second Adam� 
Jesus Christ was made from the 
substance of Mary. 

 
b. Donald Macleod: �Just as God 

made the first man upright, even 
though he was formed from the 
dust of the ground (Ecc. 7:29; 
Gen. 2:7), so he makes the Last 
Man upright, even though he was 
born from a sinful mother.� (pg. 
41, �The Person of Christ�). 



 
c. A normal ovum, produced in a 

normal way was fertilized by the 
life-giving power of the Holy Spirit 
in the virgin conception: The Most 
High will overshadow you� 

 
7. �Very God of Very God�: 

Chalcedonian definition of the two 
natures of Christ- without confusion, 
separation, division, or without 
change.   

 
a. Christ is very God: Eternal God, 

�begotten not made, being of one 
substance with the Father,� yet he 
took upon himself human nature of 
Mary�s substance. 

 
b. The humanity of Jesus Christ came 

into existence in union with deity, 
the 2nd Person of the Trinity, the 
Son of God. 

 
c. Hypostatic Union: You can speak 

of the Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, one God, 
yet in time when the Son of God 
united deity to humanity in the 
virgin�s womb, he became 
something he was not before: a 
real man without sin, deity and 
humanity in hypostatic union. 

 
d. Not Docetism, but true 

incarnation! 
 

e. Is Mary the �God-Bearer�? Yes!  
She is the mother of Jesus Christ, 
who is one man, with two natures, 
to deny this is to divide, separate, 
confuse his two natures, and not 
appreciate that he is one man born 



of Mary, who died for sinners (cf. 
Acts 20:28ff). 

 
8. Representation from womb to tomb! 

We had a Savior who was truly God and 
man who represented us even in our 
mother�s womb, which is our hope and 
salvation as we reflect upon Psalm 51: 

 
Psalm 51:3-5: For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me. 4 Against you, you only, 
have I sinned and done what is evil 
in your sight, so that you may be 
justified in your words and 
blameless in your judgment. 5 

Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me [emphasis mine]. 

 
9. Not a pagan myth or story like 

Perseus, Plato and Alexander being 
conceived by the Greek gods such as 
Zeus and Apollo: Hear the words of 
Justin Martyr on this comparison or 
analogy some have suggested regarding 
the virgin birth in the New Testament: 

 
�But lest certain men, not understanding 
the aforementioned prophecy (Isaiah 7:14: 
��And the virgin shall conceive��), should 
bring the same objection against us [the 
Christians] that we brought against the 
poets [the Greeks] when we said that Zeus 
approached women for the sake of carnal 
pleasure, we shall try to make the words 
clear� 
 
The words, �Behold the virgin shall 
conceive,� signify that the virgin [Mary] 
conceived without intercourse; for if she 
had had intercourse with anyone whatever, 
she would no longer be a virgin. But the 
power of God coming upon the virgin 



overshadowed her and caused her to 
conceive though she was a virgin�. 
 
Accordingly the Spirit and the power which 
was from God must be understood as 
nothing else than the Logos [The Word], 
who also is the firstborn of God, as Moses 
the aforementioned prophet declared; and 
this, coming upon the virgin and 
overshadowing her, caused her to be with 
child not be intercourse but by power  
[emphasis mine] (Justin Martyr, Apology, 
33). 
 

The pagan Greek stories are not �virgin birth stories� like 
the unique virgin birth recorded in Luke and Matthew, but 
are essentially �carnal-lust stories� of the gods for mortal 

women. 
 

J. Gresham Machen wrote in his classic 
book The Virgin Birth of Christ (1930): �The 
love of the gods for mortal women is the 
very point of the pagan stories- - the thing 
without which they could not possibly exist.  
To mention any such thing in connection 
with the narratives in Matthew and Luke is 
to do violence to the whole spirit of those 
narratives. The truth is that when we read 
these narratives we are in a totally different 
world from that which produced the pagan 
stories of the loves and hates of the gods.� 
(pg. 338-39). 

 
G. Jesus� Name and Purpose (1:31-35) 
 

�Holy�- Son of God (cf. Luke 3:23-38- �Adam, the son of 
God�).  Jesus will be sinless and holy, so he can love God with all 
of his heart, soul, mind and strength, and his neighbor as 
himself!  He can truly fulfill the purpose for which God created 
man- -for us! 
 

(1) Priority of Jesus being first of all divine: Son of God! 
 



�Jesus� (v. 31)- He shall be called �Jesus� because he is a 
Savior and will save his people from their sins (Matt. 1:20ff). 
 
(2) Jesus will be a Savior of men as the divine Son of God! 
 
�Great� (v. 32, cf. Luke 1:15 concerning John the Baptist- 
�Great before the LORD�).  Jesus will be great in an of himself as 
the God-man! 
 
(3) Jesus� Greatness will be because of his God-ness and 

acts of salvation for his people! 
 

�Son of the Most High� (v. 32),  who will receive the �Throne of 
His Father David� (2 Sam. 7), and Jesus will �Reign over 
House of Jacob Forever and His Kingdom and Throne 
there will be no end� (v. 33, cf. Daniel 7).  Jesus will fulfill all 
of the Old Covenant Scriptures concerning Messiah who would 
deliver Israel and the world from sin! 
 
(4) Jesus is God and Man, David�s Son who will sit on the 
heavenly Davidic-Son of God throne at God�s right hand. 

 
Jesus will reign over Israel and the world because he is the Son 
of God and Son of Adam. Even though he will be rejected by his 
own, crucified by Rome, God�s purposes in Christ will be 
victorious and he will sit down on David�s throne at God�s right 
hand! 
 

Can you imagine this greeting and announcement to Mary in 
your wildest dreams?   

 
Imagine Mary�s thoughts for a moment! �What!?� The very ONE I 

have been taught about from the Old Testament, and have 
awaited will be carried in, and born forth from my womb? 

�What!?�  Unbelievable! 
 

Yet Nothing will be impossible with God! 
 

Mary�s delivery of the infant Son of God would be the birth of the 
One to deliver all who would believe from death! 

 
Assurance of God�s Word (v. 37) 



Mary receives angelic message by faith (v. 38)- �How will this be 
since I am a virgin?�  This is a question of �how� humanly 
speaking, but she believes the unbelievable: 

 
�Behold, I am the servant of the LORD;  
let it be to me according to your word.� 

 
Mary believes the unbelievable; she believes the impossible to 
be possible with God.  Mary weakly receives and believes what 
God says to her.  Jesus� conception was all of God�s sovereign 
grace! 
 
Martin Luther once said (classic Luther!) that Mary was the 
mother of Jesus by faith before she was his mother by blood.  
�The greater miracle beyond her conception of Jesus was the fact 
that she believed�She conceived by the ear before she 
conceived in the womb.� 
  
Mary believes God and trusts him even though this reality will 
bring difficulty in her own life! As Bock says in his commentary 
(Luke, ECNT, pg. 127): 
 

�There is risk in agreeing to go God�s way, but as the 
Lord�s servant, she willingly goes.� 

 
Priest John (House of Aaron) and King Jesus (House of 
David) 
Our text leaves us with the two blessed women with the two 
infants who will point God�s people to blessed salvation and 
provide the true meaning of Christmas for all who will believe! 

 
Application: What is the Meaning of Christmas?! 
Jesus� birth or what we celebrate as �Christmas� was God�s 
fantastic and amazing means to a holy end!  Jesus� birth was so 
that God could unite himself to humanity and represent those he 
loved in his life, death, resurrection and ascension! 
 
At this time of year, it is important to remember that Christmas 
is God�s means to an end of restoring all of creation and 
humanity in the man Jesus Christ!  Christmas is not an end in 
and of itself like many seem to believe, including Christians who 
can get caught up in this! 
 



Think about it!  The thought of peace, paradise, perfect love 
among family and friends is a common expectation at 
Christmastime.  It is common among men and women, both 
Christian and non-Christian, that somehow Christmas, or this 
time of year will save us all. 
 
And we put our hope in Christmastime as an end in itself and 
after Christmastime passes, we end up depressed, disappointed, 
and awaiting another �hope� at another time of the year because 
Christmas somehow disappointed us all! 
 
The reason Christmas ends up being flat, disappointing and 
depressing for many I think is because they make Christmas the 
end, rather than God�s means through the incarnation of giving 
the world hope in Jesus!  We receive depression rather than joy 
at this time of year because of �non-gospel� pressure we place 
on ourselves, such as getting caught up on greedy consumerism, 
unrealistic expectations of family and friends, and we pressure 
ourselves to finally have a �perfect� and �right� �old fashioned 
Christmas� (whatever that is!). 
 
We need to remember that Christmas can be every day of the 
year as we focus on the hope of Christmas in Jesus� incarnation 
and the virgin birth!  It is the hope of Christmas in Jesus where 
we find hope of salvation.  Jesus� Christmases were not perfect 
(he was born in a cave with no Christmas tree!!!), and we should 
not expect our own to be!  We should expect to receive love, 
hope and joy, the peace, paradise, and perfect love among 
family and friends, only when God has rid the world of sin and all 
creation and humanity has been renewed! 
 
This is our hope at Christmas: God�s wonderful and fantastic 
means to a hopeful and blissful end in the birth of an Infant King 
who comes to save all who will call upon his name.  So, if 
Christmas is less than perfect with your family and friends, 
remind yourself that your hope is in the living God, Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, who is praying for you and preparing a place 
for you with him eternally in heaven! 
 

�I go to prepare a place for you; but I will return!  I Am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life, no one comes to the 

Father except by me,� Jesus says in John 14:1-6). 
 

Trust in Mary�s Infant King: 



 
Luke 2:6-16: And it came to pass, while they were there, the 
days were fulfilled that she should be delivered. 7 And she 
brought forth her firstborn son; and she wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn. 8 And there were shepherds in the 
same country abiding in the field, and keeping watch by night 
over their flock. 9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all 
the people: 11 for there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this is the sign 
unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, and 
lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory 
to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men in whom 
he is well pleased. 15 And it came to pass, when the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing that is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And 
they came with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in the manger. 

 
Acts 2:29-38: �Brothers, I may say to you with confidence 
about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and 
his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would 
set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and 
spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This 
Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being 
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured 
out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David 
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, "' The Lord 
said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your 
enemies your footstool.' 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore 
know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you crucified." 37 Now when they heard this 
they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to 
them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 



Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 


