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Luke 12:22-34: And he said to his disciples, "Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 

about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 
23

 For life 

is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24

 Consider the ravens: they neither 

sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 

much more value are you than the birds! 
25

 And which of you by being anxious can add a 

single hour to his span of life? 
26

 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, 

why are you anxious about the rest? 
27

 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 

these. 
28

 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
29

 And do 

not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 
30

 For all the 

nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
31

 

Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 
32

 "Fear not, little flock, 

for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33

 Sell your possessions, 

and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 

destroys. 
34

 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

The greatest treasure one can have is found in the Kingdom that Christ is revealing!  Our 

greatest treasure is Christ himself! In him are all of the riches and wisdom of God. 

 

 

I. God and the Parable of the Rich Fool: God the One to Whom 

All Men Must Give an Account (12:13-21) 
 

a. Warnings against greed or covetousness (12:13-15) 
 
13

 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 

me." 
14

 But he said to him, "Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?" 
15

 And he 

said to them, "Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his possessions." 
16

 And he told them a parable, saying, "The land 

of a rich man produced plentifully, 
17

 and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have 

nowhere to store my crops?' 
18

 And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build 

larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19

 And I will say to my soul, Soul, 

you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 
20

 But God said to 

him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 

will they be?' 
21

 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God." 

 



A man in the crowd recognizes Jesus’ authority because he asks him to “tell my brother 

to divide the inheritance with me” (v. 13).  Although the man recognizes Jesus’ authority, 

he does not recognize the Kingdom of God that Jesus’ authority was given to reveal to all 

who had eyes to see.   

 

Jesus responds with a rebuke to the man (v. 14) because he realizes that this man’s 

confession is shallow with regard to love for God and man and actually reveals the man’s 

covetousness or greed.   

 

The heavenly Kingdom of God is being revealed in Jesus Christ and this worldly-earthly-

minded man is focused on his own kingdom-“barn”-building!  Jesus’ Messianic-Mission 

was to make God’s Kingdom known NOT to serve as judges and arbitrators between 

inheritance disputes. 

 

Jesus tells a short parable about a man who was covetous or persistently greedy 

throughout his life and desired to gain the whole world.  For security reasons he stored up 

for himself all of his possessions, continued to collect them, then he built bigger barns to 

store them.  What he failed to notice was that there was a bigger issue of security- -one 

involving his eternal security before God.  The man did not think of his being held 

accountable before God and that he should have stored up his treasure being rich toward 

God. 

 

Jesus addresses not only hypocrisy in our passage but another great sin of mankind: 

covetousness and greed.  Both hypocrisy and covetousness have fear as its foundation.  

Both hypocrisy and covetousness reveals an unbelieving heart that does not rightly fear 

God and keep his commandments. 

 

In fact, the man described in this passage is a perpetual life-long breaker of the Tenth 

Commandment which says: 
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Exodus 20:17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or 

anything that is your neighbor's." 

 

To covet or to be greedy means that you are not satisfied with God has provided for you 

and you constantly want more- -even at someone else’s expense. 

 

b. Building bigger barns (12:16-19) 

 

This parable reveals the folly of being a covetous, self-centered, materialistic person 

without a care or concern of your standing before God and your well-being in light of 

God’s judgment upon sin. 

 

This man in the parable is a “self-sufficient” man who has worked hard and gained many 

possessions and whose only goal is to be “fat and happy” so that he has enough goods 

laid up so that he can “relax, eat, drink, and be merry” (v. 19).  This might be a consistent 



attitude of many Americans in this world who seek only to be happy in this present age, 

but it is contrary to those who are seeking a kingdom that is not of this world, where 

Jesus Christ is their hope and desire, where sin and folly shall be removed, and God will 

restore all things and will dwell with his people in communion and sweet fellowship (cf. 

Rev. 21:1-7). 

 

In our culture we are bombarded with advertisements and worldly philosophies that tempt 

us to hoard all that we have so that we can “retire” and “relax, eat, drink, and be merry”- -

but this is to misplace the goal and the reason for which we serve daily in our lives.  Our 

goal of service to God and neighbor no matter how old we are is to do this in order to 

build Christ’s Kingdom.  Our ultimate goal is not retirement and merely being able to 

retire to be hedonists, but our ultimate goal in our daily service is Christ’s recognition on 

Judgment Day of “Well Done, my good and faithful servant.” 

 

This is not to say that retirement is bad or that we shouldn’t slow down at one point in 

our lives, or that we should not try to save some of our income.  It is to say that 

retirement is spoken only here in the entire Bible, and it is taught as a warning against 

covetousness, greed and relying on oneself for security –not knowing when your life will 

end. 

 

In fact, all of the man in the parable’s retirement dreams of being able to “relax, eat, 

drink, and be merry” that had been advertised to him at his local bank collapse suddenly 

and his dreams crumble and fall all around him when he realizes that what he sought so 

earnestly in his life was not what he was created to seek by God.  In fact, God holds the 

man accountable for his sins and transgressions of living covetously and self-centeredly. 

 

c. Man’s accountability to God  

 

Every man is accountable to God for how they have lived.  Every man is accountable to 

God for how they have used his resources, and how they have lived with regard to his 

true existence.  Some men live as if they do not owe God proper worship and service as a 

created being. 

 

But in reality, no man is able to say that he did not know that all he has comes from God. 

No man can truly even deny God’s existence because he has made himself known clearly 

so that all men are without excuse.  Romans 1:18ff: 
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Romans 1:18-25: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 

truth. 
19

 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. 
20

 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 

been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 

made. So they are without excuse. 
21

 For although they knew God, they did not honor 

him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. 
22

 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 
23

 and 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 



and animals and reptiles. 
24

 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 

impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 
25

 because they exchanged 

the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 

Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

 

But sadly, sinful, self-centered man seeks a kingdom for himself! This too is folly (v. 20).  

The sinful, self-centered man who is covetous seeks to lay up treasure for himself rather 

than being rich toward God.  This is his great sin in trespassing upon God’s creation and 

not giving God the worship, praise, and glory that he deserves! 

 

Jesus does not condemn worldly wealth in this parable; this too is a blessing of God.  He 

does condemn a trust and hope that is covetously placed in the worldly wealth.  His point 

is that you cannot serve God and money (“mammon”) as he says elsewhere in Matthew’s 

Gospel (Matthew 6:19-24). 

 

Two important principles here that we learn further from Matthew’s Gospel: 

 

1) "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal, 
20

 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. – Matthew 6:19-21. 

 

2) "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money. - Matthew 6:24 

 

Because all mankind will be held accountable before God for what they have done with 

their knowledge of the Savior as well as with their possessions, we must give God all the 

glory for his provision in salvation as well as with all that he supplies us daily as our 

“daily bread”.  God is to be glorified and serve, he is to be “enjoy” as the first question of 

our catechism teaches us by seeking God and His Kingdom first! 

 

 


