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Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and 
James and went up on the mountain to pray. [This is the second specific and 
distinct setting apart the three, Peter, John and James, as Jesus allowed them to 
be privy to the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8:51).] 
 
29 And as he was praying [Luke consistently associates Jesus’ prayers (and the 
prayers of others) with a great work or miracle that manifests the Kingdom of 
God; see also Luke 1:10; 3:21-22; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 11:1; 22:40], the appearance 
of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white [Jesus reveals 
the Shekinah Glory that appeared to Moses and the Israelites; this is the very 
Glory-Cloud Presence of God and His Kingdom that appeared over the Israelites 
as they made their exodus through the wilderness, the Glory-Cloud Presence 
that appeared on Sinai, and that appeared in the Tabernacle and Temple of God: 
Exodus 16:7-10; 24:16; 28:1ff; 33:22; 40:34-35; Leviticus 9:6, 23; Numbers 
14:10; Deut. 5:24; 1 Kings 8:11; 2 Chr. 5:14; 73:1-3; Ezekiel 1:28; 8:4; 43:4-5; 
Haggai 2:9; Zechariah 2:5; cf. Luke 2:9.  The meaning and importance of this 
glory is that the revelation of the invisible God was revealed in the glory, the 
dazzling white, and this is Jesus in the flesh (“If you have seen me, you have 
seen the Father” (John 14:6-10); “We have beheld his glory” (John 1:14)-  
 
ESV John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
As the Glory-Cloud was a visible manifestation of God’s powerful presence and 
Kingdom in the Old Covenant with Moses and the Israelites in the Exodus, so 
Jesus is about to make his own exodus-departure through the cross and be 
vindicated by resurrection and he shows forth his glory to his inner circle of 
Apostles to reveal more of what it means that he is the Messiah-Christ-King- -he 
is anointed with the glory of God in its fullness!  The priests in the Old Testament 
wore glorious robes in the tabernacle and temples as types of Christ’s glory as 
the Great High Priest who would one day come; priest and sacrifice would 
become one (see Exodus 28-29: “And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron 
thy brother, for glory and for beauty”- Ex. 28:2.)].  
 
30 And behold, two men were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, [In Jesus’ 
transfiguration of glory; in the revelation of his divine glory it is appropriate for 
Moses and Elijah, two men representative of the Law and Prophets and the two 
most glorious times of God’s revelation in the Old Covenant to be conversing 



with Jesus as the Son of Man is setting his faith toward Jerusalem to go through 
his own Exodus-Departure in order to redeem all of those who believe] 31 who 
appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish 
at Jerusalem. [In Greek, the word translated by the ESV “departure” is actually 

“Exodus” [th.n e;xodon] and this has important biblical-theological 

implications for understanding Jesus’ Messianic Mission as the True Israelite 
who must represent his people through an Exodus of death-resurrection-
ascension to God’s right hand in order to make true worshippers of God who 
worship in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:24).] 
 
32 Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they 
became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 
[Sleep is the typical response of those who are still “slow of heart to understand 
all that the prophets had spoken of”: 
 
ESV Luke 24:25 And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken!  
 
Sinful men can actually sleep before the powerful, majestic and gloriously awe-
inspiring glory of God being revealed.] 
 
33 And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good 
that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and 
one for Elijah"- not knowing what he said. [Peter is misunderstanding the 
progressive aspect of redemptive-history; camp is not to be set up like the 
tabernacle-tent where YHWH appeared to the people.  Rather, Jesus must go 
through his Exodus-Deliverance in order that what the tabernacling of God 
symbolized typologically might be ultimately fulfilled in Christ; a once and for all 
sacrifice-propitiation of the Lamb of God must be made so that God could 
permanent tabernacle-dwell with man (see John 1:14; Revelation 21:1-7).] 
 
34 As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and 
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. [YHWH the Great God and Father of 
the Lord Jesus overshadows them all with the Shekinah-Glory Cloud that was 
familiar to the Old Testament saints.] 
 
35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is my Son, my Chosen One; 
listen to him!" [Who is this Jesus? Although men have had wrong answers (9:7-9, 
17, there have also been right answers from the Apostles that this is the Christ of 
God (9:20).  Here YHWH himself answers the question that Dr. Luke has been 
desiring all to know in the first nine chapters of His gospel: “This is my Son, my 
Chosen One; listen to him”.  God is saying clearly that Messiah is His Son, and 
the Son of David as Dr. Luke’s earlier genealogy made clear in 3:38- ESV Luke 
3:38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. He is 
also saying that this is his Chosen One, which is language that was reserved for 
Israel in the Old Covenant corporately, as well as the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 



who is revealed as corporate Israel as well as an individual Israelite.  This is to 
teach us that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, the Chosen One, the True 
Israelite of God, the long-anticipated King of the Kingdom, see Deut. 7:6; 14:2; 
Prophecies of Isaiah: 
 
 
ESV Isaiah 42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul 
delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 
ESV Isaiah 43:10 "You are my witnesses," declares the LORD, "and my servant 
whom I have chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand that I 
am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. 
 
ESV Isaiah 44:1 "But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 
 
ESV Isaiah 44:2 Thus says the LORD who made you, who formed you from the 
womb and will help you: Fear not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I have 
chosen. 
 
ESV Isaiah 45:4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call 
you by your name, I name you, though you do not know me. 
 
V Isaiah 49:7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to 
one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the servant of rulers: "Kings shall 
see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because of the 
LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you." 
 
ESV Isaiah 65:9 I will bring forth offspring from Jacob, and from Judah possessors 
of my mountains; my chosen shall possess it, and my servants shall dwell there. 
 
ESV Isaiah 65:22 They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and 
another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my 
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.]  
 
36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent 
and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. [There is a true 
sense of “shock and awe” or shock and amazement at what they had seen and 
heard!] 
 


