
Luke 1: Mary�s �Magnificat� 
 

Focus: Believe the Unbelievable�. 
Supernatural Births, Supernatural Circumstances 

 
Poet Thomas John Carlisle writes concerning the Song of Mary: 
 

At our eternal peril 
We choose to ignore 

The thunder and the tenor 
Of her song, 

Its revolutionary beat.  
(Carlisle, �Revolutionary Carol�, 1986) 

 
I. Messianic Prophecy 

a. Mary is the recipient of God�s Prophecy of Messiah (Luke 1:30-
33) 

 
i. 2 Samuel 7:12-14a 

 
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be 
to me a son. 

 
ii. Daniel 7:13-14 

 
Daniel 7:13 I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son 
of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. 

 
II. Magnificent Grace 

a. Jesus is Mary�s Son (Luke 1:35)�Why? She found favor with the 
LORD! 

i. �Bone of her bone, flesh of her flesh�, but not sin of her 
sin! 

a. Jesus was truly Mary�s son, yet 
supernaturally he was kept holy and pure by 
the Holy Spirit. 

b. Mary�s was overshadowed by the Holy 
Spirit (creation language from Genesis 1:2). 

 
ii. Jesus truly was pleased to put on humanity in order to die 

and in order to sympathize with our weaknesses: 
 

Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the 
same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not 



angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 
b. Jesus is Mary�s Sign- �Nothing is too difficult for God� (Luke 

1:37) 
i. Isaiah 7:14 

 
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
 
A sign at the front of the NT that says:  
�If you don�t believe this �unbelievable� event, there is no point in proceeding any 

further!� 
 
c. Jesus is Mary�s Savior (Luke 1:46)- The Holy Spirit did indeed 

supernaturally speak not ex nehilo (as in the creation), but ex 
Maria, yet Mary was a sinner who needed God�s grace, favor and 
salvation! 

 
III. Mary�s Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)-�Supernatural Birth, 

Supernatural Circumstances� 
a. Praise in Response for What God has done 

i. Importance of God�s past acts on behalf of his people, as 
well as present-tense acts by His Holy Spirit. 

 
ii. Find yourselves in God�s story, his revealed Word, as 

Mary finds herself! 
 

b. Supernatural births, supernatural circumstances:  
i. Eve bore a son who was to fulfill God�s Gen. 3:15 promise.  

Abel was killed! 
a. God provided Seth to continue the line. 

Believe the Unbelievable� 
ii. Moses the chosen leader of God�s people was born, 

Pharaoh tried to kill him. 
a. God protected him by supernatural 

circumstances. 
Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

iii. Abraham was promised a great seed from whom the 
Messiah, the Savior would come, his wife Sarai was barren. 

a. God supernaturally provided a �laughing� 
baby boy named Isaac.  

 
You could say the whole nation of Israel 
existed because of supernatural birth! 
 



Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

iv. Rebekah and Rachel were barren and could not fulfill the 
ongoing seed of Abraham from whom Messiah would 
come. 

a. God supernaturally provided babies so that 
the line would continue. 

Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

v. Ruth or Hannah could not have sons to continue the seed of 
Abraham. 

a. God provided Obed and Samuel! 
Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

vi. God provides David�s son who will continue the seed of 
Abraham through an adulterous union�David and Uriah�s 
wife� 

Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

vii. Mary was innocently without child (and not married). 
a. God supernaturally provided Jesus. 
Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

viii. Mary�s son was crucified for the sins of his people, laid in a 
tomb.  The seed of Abraham, the Savior of the world is 
dead at 33 years of age. 

 
a. God raised him from the dead and seated 

him at his right hand! 
 

Believe the Unbelievable� 
 

ix. The people of God had the Holy Spirit sent to them and 
God provided supernatural circumstances on the Day of 
Pentecost. 

You could say that the whole Church exists 
today because of Supernatural birth! 
 
Believe the Unbelievable�. 

x. Each one of us, though dead (Without life, or barren) in 
trespasses and sins, undergoes a supernatural birth by 
God�s Holy Spirit, because of Mary�s Son Jesus, our Savior 
from sin! 

 
Believe the Unbelievable�. 
 

Praise for God�s Commitment and Faithfulness 



Praise for God�s Provision for Lost Sinners 
Praise for Unbelievable Grace! 

 
It is a �Merry Christmas� this year because of the Virgin Birth at the 

beginning, and the empty tomb at the end of Jesus� life!  
 

Rejoice in the LORD with your own Magnificat to the only One worthy of our 
Praise! 


