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Introduction 
After Israel returned from Exile, the believers were awaiting the promises of God 
to be fulfilled.   
 
God had been silent for more than 400 years! Silence, nothing but silence from 

God. 
 
Had God forgotten his people? Perhaps it was up to his people to save themselves, 
to rise up and rescue themselves from the Romans?  
 
After Zechariah and Haggai (ca. 500 BC) had preached and the Temple had been 
raised after the Exile, still NO MESSIANIC AGE dawned as was expected. 
 

Israel had no king to rule them (not a king that was fully an Israelite of the 
House or Dynasty of David), nor a prophet to speak to them (not a prophet sent 
by God to the House of Israel).  It was not a good time for Israel.  What was the 

bleak situation like? 
 
Israel had not been fully restored from exile as the prophets had promised; she 
was still ruled by foreign pagan kings.  Israel�s temple was built by a �half-Jew� 
named King Herod who all the people despised and it was built for his glory, 
rather than the glory of God.   
 
Israel�s Word, the Scriptures had effectively been negated by unbelieving teachers 
and leaders in Israel, even to the point that the traditions of these teachers had 
taken the same level as the Word of God (cf. Matthew 15; 23). 
 
In the midst of this ongoing story, one seemingly without a good ending, God 
finally sends an angel, His own Gabriel (who stands in the presence of God) to 
Zechariah, a priest of the House of Aaron.  God heard the prayers of the faithful, 
and answered in two insignificant births, in humbling circumstances, and in 
obscure places on the map! 
 
God sends hope and salvation.  Israel was in a situation where she could not 
save, or help herself- -only God could save if he intervened and made the 
impossible- -possible.  For nothing will be impossible with God! (Luke 1:37). 
 

God was providing salvation in two infants to be born supernaturally, apart 
from any help of man.  God was revealing the power of God unto salvation for 

all who believe by faith alone, apart from any works of man. 



 
Elizabeth�s delivery of the infant Prophet John would be the birth of the one to 
proclaim the coming of the One Who will deliver all who believe from death! 

 
Mary�s delivery of the infant King Jesus would be the birth of the One to deliver 

all who would believe from death! 
 
God was breaking into history, but not as everyone had expected or anticipated 
it!  God was breaking into history powerfully, yet graciously in the wombs of 

two weak women. 
 

And in those wombs, God would bring the Prophet and King He had promised 
to deliver Israel and all those who would believe their words of hope, salvation, 

and deliverance! 
 
The Night was about over, and the dawn of God�s promises being fulfilled were 

about to brighten the dark sky. 
 

Luke 1:5-38 is a contrast between Zechariah and Mary.  Angels visit Zechariah 
and Mary, then Mary and Zechariah respond in what has come to be called the 
Magnificat and the Benedictus (we will look at these prayerful praises in the next 
few sermons!). 
 

I. LUKE’S HISTORICAL ROOTING OF THIS STORY IN THE 

OLD COVENANT AND REAL HISTORY 
 

A. Luke situates us in real history- - a linking of the Old Covenant 
Story and the fulfillment in the New (Luke 1:1-4) 

 
Review of our introductory sermon: 
 
History and Redemption 
 

i. God redeems in real time and space (contra any ancient or 
modern Gnosticism that denies the importance of the 
material world, including real space and time history). 

 
1. Calls Abraham 
2. Calls Moses 
3. Calls David 
4. Sends the Prophets to preach salvation and to 

pronounce judgment on the unbelieving. 
5. Sends the Greatest Prophet of the Old Covenant and 

His Own Son as in Luke�s Gospel (Notice the 
rootedness in history of Luke�s gospel as God 



intervenes in a world ruled by Rome with a 
historical redemption): 

 
• ESV Luke 3:1-2: In the fifteenth year of the 

reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
being governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas� 

 
6. In the midst of the orbit of the earth around the sun, 

the Living God reveals himself to undeserving 
sinners in order to make himself and his salvation 
known. 

 
A. Religious Myths, Legends and Fables (Excursus) 

 
1. The Bible is true history in contradistinction from 

myths and fables. 
 

• �A long time ago�� (It�s up to you if you 
want to add� �in a galaxy far, far away.�) 

 
• ��And they lived happily ever after.� 

 
• �In a land called Nevermore there lived 

elves�� 
 
Dictionary.com defines myth this way: 
a traditional or legendary story, usually 
concerning some being or hero or event, with or 
without a determinable basis of fact or a 
natural explanation, esp. one that is concerned 
with deities or demigods and explains some 
practice, rite, or phenomenon of nature. 
 
Dictionary.com defines legend this way: 
a nonhistorical or unverifiable story handed 
down by tradition from earlier times and 
popularly accepted as historical. 
 
Dictionary.com defines fable this way: 
a story not founded on fact. 
 



• In contradistinction, Luke begins his 
gospel with: 

 
In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a 
priest named Zechariah, of the division of 
Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth� 
 

1. �In the days of Herod, king of Judea�� 
�Who was on the throne at the time of 
your writing Luke?  King Herod, King 
of Judea, placed there on behalf of 
Caesar; Herod ruled the Jews under 
Caesar�s authority and had ruled since 
receiving his commission from Mark 
Antony in 40 BC - -he was not nearing 
the end of his reign (5-4 BC). 

 
2. Historical Redemption: �There was a 

priest�� Well, this could be in a myth 
or fable�but then we have a specific 
genealogical connection from his 
professional-priestly division and the his 
family: ��of the division of Abijah. 
And he had a wife from the daughters of 
Aaron��   

 
ESV Luke 3:1-4: In the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius 
Pilate being governor of Judea, and 
Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John the son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he 
went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 
As it is written in the book of the words 
of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

 



• In Luke�s Gospel, we have the 
intersection of History and 
Redemption here: �During the 
time of the historical period of 
Caesar in the Roman Empire, 
Herod, in the priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas�THE 
WORD OF GOD CAME TO 
JOHN THE SON OF 
ZECHARIAH IN THE 
WILDERNESS.� 

 
• Luke is historical with his 

accurate geneaologies: 
 

�the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, 
the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son 
of Sala, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of 
Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son 
of Arni, the son of Hezron, the son of 
Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of 
Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of 
Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of 
Reu, the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, 
the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, 
the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, 
the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 
the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 
the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, 
the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, the 
son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of 
God. 

 
3. Genealogies can be researched�Kings 

like Herod, rulers like Caesar Tiberius 
and Pontius Pilate can be identified in 
world histories to see if what Luke is 
writing is true history. 

 
Important Notes: 

2. Because man is made in God�s image, you would 
expect for him after the Fall of man into sin to seek 
to know his origins, his purpose, his future. Thus 
the reason for myths and fables concerning origins 
and destinies. 



 
One of the most important-influential books of the 
20th Century was �THE HERO WITH A 
THOUSAND FACES� by Joseph Campbell: 
 

Joseph Campbell wrote in �Hero with a 
Thousand Faces� that all mythical stories have 
these common elements: 

 
�The hero is introduced in his ordinary 
world, where he receives the call to 
adventure. He is reluctant at first but is 
encouraged by the wise old man or 
woman to cross the first threshold, 
where he encounters tests and helpers. 
He reaches the innermost cave, where he 
endures the supreme ordeal. He seizes 
the sword or the treasure and is ursued 
on the road back to his world. He is 
resurrected and transformed by his 
experience. He returns to his ordinary 
world with a treasure, boon, or elixir to 
benefit his world.� 

 
3. Joseph Campbell was a pantheist and guilty of the 

�reductionistic fallacy� of finding relative truth in 
all religions, myths, etc., but he was right that a lot 
of the mythological stories have common elements, 
which include: (1) Struggles between father and 
son; (2) Sons who seek their visions and dreams 
through a prolonged journey-quest in order to find 
their maturity and manhood; (3) Redemption figures 
who help the main characters get to the destination 
they seek (all of these common elements are found 
in George Lucas� �Star Wars� by the way.   

 
4. Joseph Campbell was wrong in saying that Jesus 

Christ and his redemption was just another face of 
the same God of all the myths in �Hero with a 
Thousand Faces�.  While there are similarities of 
God�s historical redemption in other myths and 
fables, this in no way lessens the historicity and 
important value of God�s True revelation in 
Scripture. 

 



5. In fact, if all we had was Scripture and there were 
no myths and fables, legends made up by man to 
account for origins and purpose, then we might 
think that the Bible was too unique to be believed.  
But just because there are similar myths, fables and 
legends, what we are told truthfully and historically 
in the Bible is given even more credence. 

 
• We should expect mythical creation stories 

because the Bible is history. 
 
• We should expect incarnational stories 

because the Bible is history (although the 
incarnation story will not be of the Living 
and True God, but perhaps angels, or a god, 
etc.). 

 
• We should expect flood stories because the 

Bible is history. 
 
• We should find �virgin birth stories� 

because the bible is history; but let us keep 
in mind what J. Gresham Machen wrote in 
his excellent scholarly book �The Virgin 
Birth� in 1930: 

 
As Machen points out, all pagan stories 
about miraculous births are not really virgin 
births. Either the god or gods have sex with 
human beings or the human father 
participates in some kind of sexual union 
with the mother. The virgin birth of Christ is 
completely different. 

 
Myths and fables are not rooted in history, 
in time and space.  They may be interesting 
and be able for us to enjoy because they are 
speculating about man�s origins, purpose 
while here- -while getting it wrong without 
the revelation of God in the Bible. 
 

Theologian Hengel argues that Christian history is not designed to 
present a �rational means of proof for the church (i.e. pure apology or 
apologetic), but is an �invitation to understand in faith.� (Quoted in 
Bock, pgs. 52-53). 

 



II. ZECHARIAH: STORY OF THE BIRTH OF THE INFANT 
PROPHET 

 
Elizabeth�s delivery of the infant Prophet John would be the birth of the one to 
proclaim the coming of the One Who will deliver all who believe from death! 

 
***Contrast in the Gospel of Luke between Zechariah and Mary*** 

 
1. Age � God times the births and answers the prayers of the 

godly on his timetable and in his way �that is beyond belief: 
Zechariah at the end of his life; Mary at the beginning of her 
life. 

 
2. Family � God elects people from particularly covenantal 

families: Zechariah is from a priestly line (and is married to a 
daughter of Aaron); Mary is from David�s kingly line through 
her betrothal to Joseph. 

 
3. Life in the Womb � God miraculously brings life to the 

womb: Zechariah�s wife Elisabeth is barren; Mary is a virgin. 
 

4. Angelic Announcement � God sends his angel-messenger 
Gabriel: The Angel Gabriel comes with a gospel message to 
both Zechariah and Mary. 

 
5. Name and Purpose of Child � God names the children: The 

Angel Gabriel tells Zechariah and Mary what the name and 
purpose of child will be. 

 
6. Response to God�s Word � God�s word is faithful: 

Zechariah doubts; Mary submits and believes Gabriel�s 
message from God. 

 
7. Assurance of God�s Word � God is faithful in spite of our 

sins: God assures Zechariah and Mary of his faithfulness to his 
word. 

 
A. At the End of His Life� 
�God brings a new beginning- -NEW LIFE- -An Infant Prophet who 
will come to prepare a people for the coming of the LORD (Isaiah 
40:1-6; Mal. 3; 4). 
 

• Zechariah: Means �YHWH has remembered again.� 
 
• Angelophany: Appearance of an angel that 

provokes fear and real terror (etaracqh). 



 
B. Priestly Family (1:5-8) 

• 18,000 priests in Jerusalem at this time.  Each division (Abijah 
was the 18th according to 1 Chronicles 24), would serve in the 
temple for two one-week periods each year. 

   
• A �Red Letter Day� for Zechariah (in more ways than he 

could have imagined!) Only once in their entire lives would the 
priests be able to offer the incense offering in the Holy Place as 
part of the preparation for the sacrificial offering (according to 
the Mishnah, Tamid 5:2; cf. Exodus 30:1-9)!  This was a 
special time for Zechariah, one he had looked forward to for 
his entire life! 

 
• Daily Prayer: Daily prayer was two times a day, either at 

morning or evening and it is time for the �perpetual offering� 
which is a sacrifice for the sins of the people (Exodus 29:38-
42). 

 
• God answers the prayer of all of the people for a Messiah, 

�the redemption of Israel� and for two elderly people for a 
child during the time when the people are worshipping and 
praying. God intervenes into history to announce the coming 
of the Infant Prophet to make the way for the Infant King! 

 
C. From Barrenness to Life in the Womb (v.7) 

i. Application: Elizabeth was barren and yet Zechariah and 
Elizabeth both trusted God�s promises and believed in spite 
of their circumstances! This was a �reproach� for women in 
the ancient Near East!   

 
• Why? One reason was because it was often viewed 

as a curse or God�s displeasure, but this is not the 
case as v. 6 says, Zechariah and Elisabeth were 
righteous before the Lord and walked blameless- -
they were believers in God�s grace and promises! 

 
• Another reason was because every woman hoped to 

have a child, particularly a male child because 
their hope was that this one might be Messiah! 

 
• Think of other Barren stories that Luke is 

connecting us back to in the Old Testament: 
Abraham and Sarah having a child in old age 
miraculously (Gen. 21); Rachel bearing Jacob sons 
after years of being childless (Gen. 30; 35); the 



births of Samson (Judges 13) and Samuel (1 Sam. 
1). 

 
This story takes place within a larger story of God�s 

purposes in history. This story takes place within a larger 
story of God�s saving his people only by his own power and 

grace. 
 

We are helpless as people apart from God�s power! 
 

ii. Barren Wombs are like Barren Hearts! Just as Zechariah 
and Elizabeth were barren and could not do anything to 
further or fulfill the promises of God, so our hearts are 
barren without a desire of God or his salvation- -yet God 
gives life where there is barrenness! Rejoice! 

 
iii. Elizabeth and Israel�s Reproach! Elizabeth was a 

�reproach� (or �disgrace�) for many in Israel for having a 
barren womb. Yet the irony is that many unbelievers in 
Israel were cursed by God with barren and unrepentant 
hearts, as we will see later in this gospel when they will not 
respond in faith to Elizabeth�s son John -- or to Christ 
whom John will point for salvation! 

 
Application: Trust in God no matter what your situation or 
difficulty!  Think about Zechariah and Elizabeth�s prayer: they 
prayed for a son, God gave them a prophet to prepare the way to 
Jesus.   
 
Think about it: Elizabeth and Zechariah are described as 
righteous and blameless, not bitter and disappointed people who 
are angry with God in their situation. 
 
God never promises that our lives would be without pain, distress 
and disappointment.  He promises to be with us and comfort and 
strengthen us by his grace so that we will respond by faith to him. 
 

Rejoice and Worship God no matter your circumstances, just 
because nothing is impossible with God! 

 
ESV Luke 1:24-25: After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, 
and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 "Thus the 
Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take 
away my reproach among people." 
 

D. Angelic Announcement (1:11-15) 



 
ESV Luke 1:11-15: And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah 
was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call 
his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must 
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 

 
• Gabriel has come to visit after 500 years of 

silence and absence from redemptive-history (at 
least from our perspective)- -the interpreter of 
Eschatological or End-Time Events (Daniel 8-9).  
We should remember that this means that the End 
Times are being inaugurated with John�s birth, and 
the answer to Daniel�s prayers are being answered 
by God! 

 
• Kent Hughes notes that critical scholars see a 

parallel between Gabriel�s visit to Daniel at the 
evening sacrifice and Gabriel�s return visit to 
Zechariah also at the time of the sacrifice.  He 
writes:  

 
• �Some critical scholars have even seen an allusion 

to the seventy weeks of Daniel 9:24 in the explicit 
and implicit chronology of Jesus� infancy. There are 
six months (180 days) between the announcements 
of John�s and Jesus� coming births. Mary�s 
pregnancy took nine months (270 days).  And there 
were forty days from Jesus� birth to his presentation 
in the temple.  180+270+40= 490 days, or seventy 
weeks.� (Commentary on the Gospel of Luke, pg. 
22). 

 
Regardless of whether this is the right interpretation 
of this passage (and I must say without speculation, 
it does have its merits), there is indeed an important 
parallel here in Luke 1 with Daniel 9 when Daniel 
was praying and Gabriel comes to interpret end 
times events: 
 
Daniel 9:20-23a: While I was speaking and praying, 
confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and 



presenting my plea before the LORD my God for the 
holy hill of my God, 21 while I was speaking in prayer, 
the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the 
first, came to me in swift flight at the time of the 
evening sacrifice. 22 He made me understand, speaking 
with me and saying, "O Daniel, I have now come out to 
give you insight and understanding. 23 At the beginning 
of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have 
come to tell it to you, for you are greatly loved. 
 
• Gabriel gives his message between the Altar of 

Incense and the Golden Lampstand in the Most 
Holy Place. 

 
E. John�s Name and Purpose (1:16-17; Malachi 3; 4) 

 
ESV Luke 1:16-17: And he will turn many of the children of Israel to 
the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared." 
 
ESV Malachi 3:1 "Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the 
way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to 
his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, 
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
 
Malachi 4:4-6: "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes 
and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 "Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 
the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and 
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction." 
 

• Set apart to God as the prophet to prepare the 
way of God�s Messianic King. 

 
• Turning [epistreyei ��change in orientation 

or of direction of life�- cf. 1 Thess. 1:9-10] is an 
OT way of speaking of repentance; John�s 
ministry was one of repentance. 

 
• Meaning of Malachi 4:6: �He will turn the hearts 

of the fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to the fathers�� this, I believe, 
indicates the covenantal nature of faith.  The 



fathers will be faithful in passing on God�s 
promises and his story or redemption, and the 
children will believe as their father�s believe (and 
notice this will be done through preaching from 
John the Prophet). 

 
• John is to bring salvation as well as judgment!  

John brings salvation to those who will believe, 
and judgment to those who have no ears to hear 
his message (Read again Malachi 4:6). 

 
• John will be filled with the Spirit from his 

mother�s womb. 
 

• John is last and greatest of the OT prophets 
(Luke 7:26-28; cf. Matthew 11:9-15) and he 
therefore represents the important prophetic 
bridge between promise and fulfillment. 

 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is 
written, "' Behold, I send my messenger before your 
face, who will prepare your way before you.' 11 Truly, I 
say to you, among those born of women there has 
arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the 
violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to 
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear. - Matthew 11:9-15. 
 

F. Assurance of God�s Word- �Nothing will be impossible with 
God� (1:18-25, 37) 

 
i. Yet doubt: �How shall I know this?� (v. 18). This is an 

expression of doubt in God�s Word, yet it shows that even 
man�s resistance of the Word of God (and implicitly the 
Holy Spirit) cannot prevent God from working and 
fulfilling of his promises to His people! 

 
ii. Zechariah�s doubt shows that God takes our doubt 

seriously, but it is not enough to undermine, or prevent the 
work of God from being accomplished. 

 



iii. Temporal Judgment: Zechariah is unable to speak (v. 22), 
unable to pronounce the priestly benediction, but he will 
speak again- -he will declare the name of his infant son to 
be named �John�. 

 
iv. This is the hope of all men when God comes with His 

Word to make himself known- - God accomplishes his 
salvation and deliverance in spite of man�s sinful doubts! 

 
v. Let us cast away our doubts and revel in God�s power and 

goodness as we see the glory of God revealed in the infant 
prophet who was born to preach repentance and to 
point the way to Jesus Christ. 

 
Elizabeth�s delivery of the infant Prophet John would be the birth of the one to 
proclaim the coming of the One Who will deliver all who believe from death! 

 
Conclusion/Preview for Next Week: 
 
Questions for final reflection: 
 

1) As Christians, you are still part of God�s ongoing history and story in the 
Church.  We continue to await the ending, and the final consummation of 
history.  As Romans 8:18-25 teaches to us: 

 
ESV Romans 8:18-25: For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For 
the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage 
to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

Do you wait for the consummation and return of Christ in the midst of a 
world of sin and misery with patience- -as did Zechariah and Elisabeth? 

 
2) What is it in your own life that challenges you to live righteously and 

blameless �in Christ� before God because God has not answered your 
prayer, or has brought you in a particular circumstance that you do not 
understand? 

 



3) Regeneration of Barren Hearts: If you truly understand the barren hearts 
that we are born with, then you should understand that God making us 
alive while we are yet dead, bringing life to our dead hearts when he 
regenerates us and uniting us to Christ, is the beginning of God�s power 
and favor to us- -and he does not change. 

 
4) What need or situation are you in that is too great for God?  He will never 

leave you nor forsake you! He is faithful to his word, but as we learned 
from our passage today:  

 
5) God will act on his own timetable, according to his divine sovereignty, 

and he will act in a way that will bring himself glory and the greatest 
amount of good to us as his beloved people!  YOU CAN TRUST HIM! 

 
6) Remember: �Trust in the LORD with all your heart, lean not unto your 

own understanding, in all you ways acknowledge him, and he will direct 
your path.� 

 
7) NOTHING is impossible with God! 
 

Contrast Zechariah with Mary (next week, Lord willing!) 
Mary is at the Beginning of Her Life with Joseph� 
Mary is from a Kingly Family through her betrothal to Joseph� 
Mary goes from Virginity to Conception by the Holy Spirit� 
Mary receives an Angelic Announcement� 
Mary is told Jesus� Name and Purpose� 
Mary has the Assurance of God�s Word (v. 37)- Mary receives angelic message 
by faith� 

 


