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I. The Primitive Jerusalem Church 

A. Jesus Resurrected- Jesus rises from the dead and appears to his 
disciples alive again after his passion (Acts 1:3; cf. 1 Cor. 15:1ff).  
Were it not for the resurrection event there would have been no 
resurrection faith.  The community is designated by the Greek word 
ekklesia, rendered “church” in English…this is the true remnant of God, 
the Israel of the new age. 

 
B. Age of the Spirit- the disciples’ consciousness that with the completion 

of the Messiah’s work on earth the age of the Spirit had come. 
1. Old Testament Fulfillment- The dawn of this age was foretold in OT 

prophecy such as Joel 2:28ff and Numbers 11:29. 
2. Jewish Expectation- Qumran documents: Hymns of Thanksgiving 

describes the Spirit as Spirit of Holiness, of truth, of counsel, of 
knowledge, of mercy, of uprightness. 

3. John the Baptist- The outpouring of the Spirit is announced in the 
preaching of the Baptist.  He baptizes with water but the Coming 
One will baptize with the Holy Spirit (cf. Is. 61:1). 

4. New Testament Fulfillment- The outpouring of the Spirit and the 
coming of the kingdom of God are two different ways of viewing the 
ministry of Jesus (cf. Mk. 13:11; Mt. 10:20; John 14:16; 15:26). 

5. Acts and the Spirit- In the Acts, the fullness of Jesus’ impartation of 
the Spirit takes place after he has passed through suffering and 
death to exaltation to the right hand of God, in response to the 
invitation of Psalm 110:1.  In the events of the first Christian 
Pentecost, according to Acts 2, God who once spoke at Sinai, now 
spoke again to the nations and confirmed his covenant to pour out 
his Spirit on all flesh (cf. Jer. 31:31ff; Ez. 11:19ff; 36:25ff). 

 
C. Christians in Jerusalem and Galilee 
 
D. Leaders of the New “12 Tribes of Israel” 

 
E. Early Church Practice- Many handed their property over to the 

apostles, who put the proceeds into a common pool from which a daily 
dole was distributed to the poorer members of the community. 

 
F. Public Witness of the Christians- Jesus was the promised Messiah; he 

was the prophet like Moses of Dt. 18:15-19 and the Isaianic Servant of 
YHWH.  Jesus as Messiah, Prophet and Servant is made in Peter’s 
Temple-speech in Acts 3:12-26. 

 



G. Followers of the Nazarene- The name ‘Christian’ did not come into use 
until the Gentile mission began several years later; it was Greek-
speaking inhabitants of Syrian Antioch who coined it.  The early 
disciples were called followers of ‘The Way’ or ‘Nazarenes’.   

 
H. Reception and Hostility toward the Christian Message- the disciples’ 

message met with widespread acceptance in Jerusalem…they won 
over a number of Pharisees and Priests (Acts. 6:7).  The Sadducean 
party showed hostility toward the resurrection message.   

II. Stephen, Philip and the Hellenists 

A. Hebrews and Hellenists- The community of Jesus’ disciples in 
Jerusalem were both ‘Hellenists’ and ‘Hebrews’.  The Hebrews were 
Jews who habitually spoke Aramaic who lived in Palestine.  The 
Hellenists were Jews who spoke Greek and whose way of life, in the 
eyes of stricter Palestinians, smacked too much of Greek customs.  
Jews of the Diaspora had taken part in Peter’s audience in his sermon 
at Pentecost. 
1. Deacons- 7 men to take charge of the daily distribution. 
2. Stephen- Stephen belonged to a Hellenistic synagogue in 

Jerusalem called the Synagogue of the Freedman, embracing Jews 
from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and proconsular Asia (Acts. 6:9).  
Stephen was charged as a Christian witness for affirming that 
Jesus had come to abolish the Temple and for claiming the Jesus 
had come to abrogate the customs laid down for Israel in Moses’ 
law (Acts 6:14).  For Jews, this meant the death-knell of the Temple 
order because the people of God constitute the new people of God.  
Some date the death of Stephen and the conversion of Saul of 
Tarsus as late as AD 37 (perhaps in the closing part of Pilate’s 
administration). 

 
B. The Aftermath of the Death of Stephen; Philip and Simon Magus- the 

death of Stephen was the signal for a campaign of repression by the 
authorities in Jerusalem against those who were of his way of thinking.   
1. Philip- He emerges as the outstanding man among the leaders of 

the Hellenists.  He left Judea for Samaria, and began to preach the 
gospel in one of the Samaritan cities (Acts 8:5: Sebaste).  His 
preaching met with success. 

2. Simon Magus (Acts 8:10)- Simon probably claimed to be the 
revealer of an esoteric form of advanced knowledge which would 
liberate those who acquired it from the domination of the evil world 
and raise them to the upper world of light (“incipient Gnosticism”).  
The Christian fathers regard him as the father of Gnosticism. 

3. When news of Philip’s Samaritan mission reached Peter and John, 
they visit Samaria and give their apostolic approval (Acts 8:16). 

 
C. The Gospel Spreads beyond Jerusalem and Samaria to the Gentiles 



1. Philip in Gaza- baptizes a God-fearer from the kingdom of Meroe 
on the Upper Nile. 

2. Philip in Caesarea- He evangelizes the cities along the Palestinian 
seaboard until he reached Caesarea. 

3. Peter and Cornelius: “Pentecost of the Gentiles” 
4. Syrian Antioch- the first large-scale evangelization of the Gentiles 

(Antioch was the 3rd largest city in the world). 
5. Called “Christians” in Antioch 
6. Barnabas- a foundation-member of the church at Jerusalem; a 

Cypriot by birth and therefore probably a Hellenist.  He encouraged 
the missionaries and the converts to go on as they had begun at 
Antioch. 

7. Barnabus goes to Tarsus to bring Saul of Tarsus to Antioch. 
 
III. Paul: The Early Years 

A. Paul of Tarsus in Cilicia- Tarsus was the principle city of Cilicia; a city 
of learning; a university city.  Paul was born in the city and also as a 
Roman citizen (Acts 21:39; 22:28). 
1. Paul the citizen of Rome 
2. Paul the Hebrew- His Jewish name was ‘Saul’ and his parents from 

the Tribe of Benjamin (Rom. 11:1; Phil. 3:5). 
3. Paul the Pharisee- He was a Pharisee of the School of Gamaliel in 

Jerusalem, disciple of Hillel (cf. Phil. 3:5).  Acts 22:3 suggests that 
Paul came to Jerusalem at an early age (cf. Gal. 1:14).   

4. Paul educated in Hellenism- He had a knowledge of Greek 
literature and culture. 

5. Paul the Rabbi- According to tradition, Paul was ordained to the 
rabbinate. 

6. Paul’s conversion to Christianity (Acts 9) 
a) Converted on the road to Damascus when he was confronted 

by the risen Christ. 
b) He was led to lodging in the ‘street called Straight’. 
c) Visited by Ananias, “a devout man according to the law” and 

gave him further orders from Christ: to be  baptized and to be 
Christ’s witness to the world.  

7. Paul the Herald to the Gentiles (Gal. 1:15ff). 
8. Paul and Christ’s fulfillment of the Law (Rom. 10:4) 
 

B. Paul’s Post-conversion Preparation 
1. Paul in Arabia after Damascus (Gal. 1:17) 
2. Paul goes from Arabia to Jerusalem in the 3rd year after his 

conversion and Barnabus testifies to the leaders at Jerusalem of 
his real conversion. 

3. Paul’s Gospel revealed and received 



4. Paul returns to Tarsus after a brief visit to Jerusalem for 
approximately eight or ten years.  He has an ecstatic experience 
described in 2 Cor. 12:2ff.   

5. Paul reemerges circa AD 45 when Barnabus comes to look for him 
to bring him to Antioch. 

 
IV. Crisis Under Gaius 

A. Gaius- Emperor Tiberius’ grandson the Principate (Caligula). 
1. Gaius and Herod Agrippa (King of Jews). 
 

B. The Jewish Community at Alexandria- The Romans confirmed the 
privileges of the Alexandrian Jews, they tended to despise the 
Alexandrian Greeks. 

 
C. Gaius and the Jewish Persecution- Gaius was assassinated on Jan. 

24, AD 41.  The assassination was a conspiracy hatched by a number 
of influential enemies of Rome during the winter of AD 40-41.  

 
V. Herod Agrippa, King of the Jews 

A. Agrippa grew up in close and friendly association with the imperial 
family, not least with his contemporary Claudius.  Claudius added 
Judea to Agrippa’s kingdom because the Jews were best governed in 
Rome’s interest by one of themselves who understood their religious 
scruples.  He died in AD 44 and in Acts 12:1ff, described as ‘Herod the 
King’, he executes one of the 12 apostles, James the son of Zebedee 
and imprisoned Peter “because it pleased the Jews.”  Acts 12:23 
describes Agrippa being seized by moral pain and indicates that he 
died because he did not repudiate the divine honors accorded him by 
the crowd.  Bruce says that Agrippa’s death at age 54 was a tragedy 
for Judea and if he had lived longer, the disasters of the following 
decades might have been averted. 

 
B. Agrippa’s son is Agrippa II. 
 

VI. Early Gentile Christianity 

A. Christianity in the City of Antioch of Syria on the Orontes- Antioch was 
a center of Jewish dispersion and the Jewish population greatly 
increased after 200 BC; it was an important commercial center. 
1. The Church in Antioch- Paul joined Barnabas at Antioch and the 

number of converts increased.  The church at Antioch at a large 
proportion of Gentiles.  However, from the earliest days of Gentile 
evangelization in Antioch, no attempt was made to impose 
circumcision as a requirement of admission to the church.  Luke 
was a native of Antioch. 



2. Disciples of Jesus were first called “Christians” at Antioch (cf. Acts 
11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16) because they were Christ’s servants the 
Christianoi.  To Jews they remained the party of the Nazarenes. 

 
B. The Churches in Jerusalem and Antioch 

1. Barnabas and Paul were chosen as delegates to take a gift of 
money from Antioch to Jerusalem circa AD 46 (Gal. 2:1- taking 
place “after 14 years” of Paul’s conversion.  They have a 
conference with the “pillars” in Jerusalem: James, Peter, and John. 

2. Jerusalem “pillars” recognize Barnabas and Paul’s ministry to 
evangelize Gentiles. 

3. Titus the Gentile from Antioch became one of Paul’s most trusted 
lieutenants. 

 
C. Paul and Barnabas’ First Missionary Journey 

1. Paul and Barnabas to Cyprus through Salamis to Paphos- they 
have an interview with the proconsul of the island-Sergius Paullus. 

2. From Cyprus to Asia Minor. 
3. In Asia Minor: 

a. Perga: Mark returns to Jerusalem. 
b. The Roman Province of Galatia. 
c. Antioch-near-Pisidia 
d. Iconium (pagans) 
e. Lystra and Derbe (near the Eastern frontier of Roman Galatia- 

large Jewish colonies).  Here Paul and Barnabas visited the 
synagogues and seized the opportunity to convey their 
message that Israel’s messianic hope found its fulfillment in 
Jesus (Acts 13:14-48).  Paul also preaches to God-fearers 
among the Jews (cf. Acts 14:15-17). 

4. Paul and Barnabas revisit the cities on the missionary journey and 
they return to the Antioch Church.  The Church at Antioch had not 
become the mother-church with a large number of daughter-
churches. 

 
VII. The Jerusalem Decree 

A. Doctrinal Issues in the Early Church- The character and ethos of the 
church were bound to be affected by this influx of Gentile converts, 
and, unless the greatest care were taken to safeguard the position, 
Christian doctrine and Christian practice might be radically changed. 
1. Danger of syncretism of doctrine- Incipient Gnosticism and Mystery 

REligions. 
2. Christian Ethics- It seemed obvious that the ethical standard of 

Christianity would decline rapidly if too many converts were 
admitted into church membership direct from their pagan ways, 
without a period of strict training and probation.   



3. Question of circumcision for Gentile converts the Judaizers- Some 
thought Gentile converts should take upon themselves the yoke of 
the commandments. 

4. Paul confronts Peter about circumcision and the Jewish relationship 
to Gentiles (cf. Gal. 2:11-14).   

B. The First Christian Council in Jerusalem- Delegates from the 
Antiochene church, led by Barnabas and Paul, went up to Jerusalem to 
debate the issue with the apostle and elders concerning Judaizers. 
1. Circumcision not demanded of Gentiles. 
2. Jerusalem decree sets rules for the Gentile converts concerning 

their former pagan practices and Christianity. 
3. The decree from Jerusalem was addressed “to the brethren who 

are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia’.   
 

VIII. Claudius and Christianity 

A. Emperor Claudius and the Edict- Christianity had found its way to 
Alexandria by AD 41. 

 
B. Claudius, Judaism, and Christianity, circa AD 41.  Claudius expelled 

the Jews from Rome by circa AD 49.  Paul writes to the Roman 
Christians at the beginning of AD 57 which includes Gentiles but the 
base was once Jewish before the expulsion.  A 

 
C. Thessalonica, AD 50- Paul brought the gospel to this city in the spring 

of AD 50 and found opposition from the Jewish community 
 

D. “Nazareth Inscription”- speaks of the Jewish sect that is plaguing the 
whole world and Claudius imposed heavy penalties on any repetition of 
such a crime, particularly in Palestine. 

 
E. Christianity in Syrian Antioch, Alexandria, and Rome by AD 41- Largely 

to the activities of Paul, the southern cities of Galatian (including the 
principle cities of Macedonia and Achaia) had been evangelized when 
Claudius died in October AD 54. 

 
IX. Macedonia and Achaia 

A. Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey to the Provinces on the Aegean Sea. 
1. Paul and Silas (member of the Jerusalem church) revisit the 

Churches of Southern Galatia. 
2. Paul and Silas meet Timothy in Lystra; Paul circumcises Timothy 

so as to legitimize him in Jewish eyes because although he had a 
Greek father, his mother was a Jewess (cf. 1 Cor. 9:22). 

3. From Pisidian-Antioch toward Bithynia and turned west and came 
to the Aegean Coast at Troas. 



4. They cross the North Aegean and come to Macedonia then to 
Neapolis, the port of the Roman colony of Philippi.  By this time, 
their company included Luke the Physician of Syrian Antioch. 

5. From Philippi to Thessalonica, the principle city of Macedonia. 
6. Paul writes letters to the Thessalonian church a few weeks or 

months after Paul’s departure from their city. 
 

B. Paul’s Continuing Journey After Thessalonica 
1. From Thessalonica to Berea, then South to Athens 
2. Paul appears before the Areopagus in Athens- In writing to 

Christians Paul quotes the OT; in addressing the Areopagus he 
quotes Greek poets…in order to find a point of contact with his 
hearers whether in a Jewish synagogue or in a Greek marketplace. 

 
C. Paul from Athens to Corinth 

1. Paul leaves Athens and travels to Corinth in the Province of 
Achaia- Corinth had a reputation for unrestrained sexual license 
and pagan activities. 

2. Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla (those who have been expelled 
from Rome by Claudius) in Rome. 

3. Silas and Timothy Return from Macedonia while he is in Corinth.  
Gaius, Crispus (ruler of the synagogue) and the household of 
Stephanas were some of the Corinthian converts which Paul 
baptized (1 Cor. 1:14-16).  The number of believers continually 
increased, not only from the ranks of the Jews and God-fearers but 
from pagans too. 

4. Jewish Leaders Accuse Paul in Corinth- “Persuading men to 
worship God contrary to the Law” (Acts 18:13).  Paul in their eyes, 
was propagating an illegal religion not authorized by Rome.   

 
X. End of the Aegean Mission 

A. From Corinth in AD 52, Paul, Aquila and Priscilla go to Ephesus. 
1. Paul sails across the Aegean to Ephesus, where Aquila and 

Priscilla stopped.  Paul goes from Ephesus to return to Jerusalem. 
2. Paul lands at Caesarea, goes to Jerusalem, then to Syrian-Antioch, 

to the churches throughout Asia Minor. 
3. Paul returns to Ephesus by land and stays for 3 years.  Ephesus 

was the seat of administration of the province of Asia. 
 

B. Paul’s Correspondence (letters) while in Asia Minor. 
1. 1 Corinthians (written while Paul was in Ephesus) 

a) The issue of glossolalia. 
b) Apollos (Jewish Christian of Egyptian Alexandria) visits Corinth 

after Paul has left. 
c) The “Peter Party” 
d) The “illuminati” 



e) Legalism and liberty- Paul wrote: “Liberty, not 
bondage…Liberty, not license” to both the groups.   

 
C. Paul’s Ephesian Ministry- AD 52-55 

1. Paul encounters twelve “disciples” who like Apollos, knew of no 
baptism but John’s and had not heard of the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-
7). 

2. Paul’s expulsion from the synagogue after three months’ preaching 
and debate (Acts 19:9).  He goes to teach at the lecture hall of 
Tyrannus. 

3. Paul has a conflict with the magicians (Acts 19:13ff) because 
Ephesus had a great reputation in antiquity for magical practice.  
Some repented and burned their scrolls. 

4. There is a riotous assembly in the great open-air theatre (Acts 
19:23ff). 

5. Artemis of the Ephesians 
6. Paul waits at Troas (AD 55-56) then to the overland route into 

Europe, met Titus in Macedonia.  Titus informs Paul that the 
correspondence to the Corinthians brought godly sorrow and 
repentance. 

 
D. Completion of Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. 

1. Paul encourages churches in Macedonia. 
2. Paul reaches Illyricum (cf. Romans 15:19). 
3. Paul plans to go to Spain and Rome after Judea. 
4. Paul sets sail from Neapolis (AD 57) to Troas to Caesarea to 

Jerusalem. 
XI. Judea: The Later Procurators 

A. Cuspius Fadus- Galilee, Province of Judea. 
 
B. King Agrippa II- Agrippa succeeded in combining loyalty to Rome with 

patriotic services to the Jewish cause.  Like his father he was “Great 
King, Pious Friend of Caesar and Friend of Rome” (Acts 26:3).   

 
C. Pontus Felix, Procurator of Judea.  Felix makes a more sympathetic 

appearance in the NT than he does in ancient literature.  His third wife 
was Drusilla, youngest daughter of Herod Agrippa the elder.  They 
both summoned Paul to their presence when Paul was in custody in 
Rome (AD 57-59) (Acts 24). 

 
D. Festus- He appears to have been a man of higher principle than his 

predecessor, but was unable to do anything effective to allay the 
mounting popular resentment against Rome which Felix’s repressive 
actions had stimulated.  Festus died in office in AD 62. 

 



E. Lucceius Albinus- succeeded Festus and in the three month elapse 
between Felix and Albinus, James the Just was executed in Jerusalem 
by sentence of the court illegally convened by the high priest Annas.  
Agrippa tried to conciliate Albinus by removing Annas from office.  At 
the end of Albinus’ procuratorship, the restoration of the Temple, 
begun by Herod over eighty years before, was completed.  

 
F. Gessius Florus- succeeded Albinus circa AD 65.  Under his rule, the 

revolt against Rome took place, and his misrule provided the 
immediate occasion for it. 

 
XII. Paul: The Last Phase 

A. Paul and the Collection of the Saints- “Please go on remembering the 
poor” (Gal. 2:10).  The first reference to the collection in his epistles is 
in 1 Cor. 16:1ff.  Paul sets his face to go to Jerusalem with the 
collection from the churches. 

 
B. Paul and the Gentiles in the Temple-then to Felix, Festus, then to 

Caesar.  Visiting Jews from Asia accused Paul of profaning the Temple 
in Jerusalem with Christianity and taking the Gentiles within forbidden 
bounds.  They dragged Paul to the outer court and he is rescued by 
the Antonia garrison. 
1. Paul is sent under guard to Felix at Caesarea- Paul’s life seemed 

endangered in Jerusalem, so the military tribune, sent him under 
armed escort to Felix at Caesarea. 

2. Felix defers judgment in hopes of receiving a bribe from Paul. 
3. Festus reopens the case after Felix in AD 59 with the intention of 

proceeding in accordance with the strictest standards of Roman 
justice.  Paul appeals to Caesar (Acts 25:10ff). 

4. Agrippa heard Paul for himself and agreed with Festus that he 
could not reasonably be convicted on any of the charges brought 
against him. 

 
C. Paul’s Appeal to Caesar in Rome (Nero, AD 59)- Paul’s chief motive of 

his appeal to Caesar was not his own safety but an opportunity to 
spread the gospel.  A favorable hearing in Rome from the emperor 
might win recognition for Christianity, if not as the true religion of Israel, 
at least as the religio licita. in its own right. 
1. Shipwreck at Malta. 
2. Paul under house arrest in Rome. 
 

D. Paul’s Stay in Rome Under Nero. 
 
E. Paul’s “Captivity Epistles”-Ephesians, Philippians, Philemon, Colossae, 

and Pastoral Epistles.  The combined evidence of the Pastoral Epistles 
implies visits by Paul to Crete, Asia Minor, Macedonia and Epirus—but 



at what time or in what order must be matters of precarious 
reconstruction.  No city other than Rome claims to be the place of 
Paul’s martyrdom.  Some time in the second half of Nero’s reign, we 
may confidently say, Paul was tried, sentenced and executed at Rome. 

 
XIII. End of Church and Temple in Jerusalem 

A. Career and Death of the Apostles. 
 
B. The Beginning of the End of Judea. 

1. Florus and Eleazar, captain of the Temple. 
2. Revolt of the Zealots at Masada. 
3. Vespasian reduced Galilee, Perea, Western Judea and Idumea. 
4. Death of Nero (AD 68). 
5. Titus’ Siege of Jerusalem in AD 70.  By the end of August 70, the 

Temple area was occupied and the holy house burned down, and 
by the end of September all resistance in the city had come to an 
end. 

6. Jews After the Destruction of Jerusalem. 
a) Yohanan ben Zakkai and the Second Jewish Commonwealth 

(the temple-state)- After AD 70, he received permission from the 
Romans to set up a school of rabbinical study at Jamnia, in 
western Judea. 

b) The Mishnah. 
c) The Synagogue- If the new Sanhedrin provided the necessary 

cohesion for Jewish national existence, the cohesion at a local 
level was provided by the synagogue. 

d) AD 70 Judaism. 
e) The Hebrew Text: “Proto-Masoretic”. 
f) LXX- Septuagint considered by the Jews to be a “Christian” 

version of the OT. 
 

C. AD 73-132- Jerusalem never again became the center of Jewish 
Christianity. 
1. Hadrian bans circumcision in AD 132. 
2. The Ebionites- They appear to have lingered on in Transjordan, 

Syria and Egypt until the 7th century, when those who had not by 
that time been absorbed in Jewish or Christian orthodoxy and lost 
their identity in the rising tide of Islam. 

 
XIV. Christianity in Rome 

A. Distinctions in the Roman Church- AD 54, Claudius dies and is 
succeeded by Nero which allowed Jews and Jewish Christians to 
return to Rome.  In Rom. 1:8, the Apostle Paul speaks of the Roman 
church as renowned for its faith throughout the world.  The Christians 
met is several places and the letter of Paul to the Romans is 



addressed to “those at Rome called to be saints” (Rom. 1:7) which 
implies a letter to all the Christians of the city.   

 
B. Paul and His Visit to Rome- Three years after Paul’s letter to Rome, he 

arrived there himself, under armed guard, to have his case heard by 
the supreme court. 

  
C. Fire in Rome and the Christians- July 19, AD 64, a fire broke out at the 

north-east end of the Circus Maximus in Rome, adjoining the Palatine 
and Caelian hills while Nero was in Antium.  Nero built a new palace 
on the ruins called ‘the Golden House’ and some suspected that he 
had started the fire.   
1. Nero blamed the Christians of Rome because they were unpopular 

in Rome and called “haters of the human race” because they were 
perceived to have an anti-social attitude.  Also, popular Christian 
eschatology looked for the fiery dissolution of the current world-
order—not on some remote, hypothetical “last day”, but soon, any 
time and this challenged Rome’s legacy.  Because of this blame, 
many Christians were persecuted and executed.  Their execution 
was an occasion for popular entertainment; Nero’s gardens were 
thrown open for the occasion.   Tacitus says, some were crucified, 
some were sewn up on the skin of animals and hunted down by 
dogs, some were covered with pitch and set alight to serve as living 
torches when darkness fell.   

2. The Apostle John in the Book of Revelation wrote of some of these 
persecutions in Rome during Nero’s reign.  Traditionally, Peter and 
Paul are held to have been martyred in Rome during the Neronian  
persecution.  Peter and Paul were the most eminent of many 
Christians who suffered martyrdom in Rome under Nero and they 
as co-founders of the church in Rome brought great prestige on 
that church after their deaths. 

 
D. After Nero’s Death, AD 68 

1. Vespasian 
2. Domitian (81-96)- Persecutor in Christian tradition; ruled during the 

writing of the Revelation of St. John.  Domitian called himself 
dominus et deus noster, ‘our Lord and God’ which was regarded as 
blasphemy by Christians (cf. 1 Cor. 8:6).   

3. Harnack’s Estimation of Christianity by the End of the 1st Century- 
“Between fifty and sixty years after Christianity reached Rome, a 
daughter of the Emperor embraces the faith, and thirty years after 
the fearful persecutions of Nero, the presumptive heirs to the throne 
were brought up in a Christian house. 

4. After the survival of the first attack on the church’s existence, it was 
destined to advance, in spite of subsequent and more severely 



organized attacks by supreme authority, until at last it was the city 
and empire that capitulated to the church. 

 
XV. Christianity at the End of the New Testament Period 

A. Christianity’s Conflict with Gnosticism- By the end of the first century 
AD, Christianity was well-established in the Roman world.  By the year 
AD 100, most of the NT documents had been written, although the NT 
as a recognized collection did not yet exist.  The greatest threat to the 
church was elaborate systems of various schools of Gnosticism.  One 
form of Gnosticism was the syncretistic angel-cult of noncomformist 
Jewish foundation and pagan superstructure attacked in the Epistle to 
the Colossians. 

 
B. Epistles of John- Two or Three decades after the Epistle to the 

Colossians, another form of incipient Gnosticism in some of the other 
churches in proconsular Asia led to a local schism which called for the 
First and Second Epistles of John.  This was associated with a teacher 
named Cerinthus. 

 
C. Cerinthus’ Teaching- He accepted the general dualistic world-view 

characteristic of Gnosticism, but propounded a novel Christology.  He 
distinguished the man Jesus from ‘the Christ’.  This view is related to 
Docetism.  Because he was anti-matter, he did not teach the true 
incarnation of Jesus; Jesus only “seemed” to have a true body (cf. II 
John 7).   

 
D. Church Government in the Early Church- In Ignatius’s letter to the 

Roman church, it is clear that the monarchical episcopate did not yet 
exist in that Church.  This is confirmed by the Shepherd of Hermas and 
Clement’s First Epistle to Rome.  By the middle of the 2nd century 
however, the monarchical bishop was established in all these 
churches, and the ‘catholic faith’ was successfully maintained in them 
against the powerful attractions of the Gnostic systems, which owed 
much of their appeal to their being in harmony with current climates of 
intellectual opinion.   

 
E. Hostility of Rome- There was a hostility of the imperial power that 

threatened the church sporadically and in various areas of the Roman 
Empire.  1 Peter 4:11-19 and the Apocalypse of John warns its readers 
of the “fiery ordeal” and how to react as Christians in light of these 
persecutions.  Not until the 3rd century was there anything like a 
general enactment, binding throughout the empire, proscribing the 
practice of Christianity. 

 
F. Emperor Trajan (AD 98-117) to Pliny- Trajan instructs Pliny to not seek 

out to persecute Christians, but if tried and they confess the name of 



Christ, then they are to be executed.  Pliny did not take the initiative as 
governor against the Christians in his province; he acted only when 
charges were brought against individuals  by private prosecutors (cf. 1 
Peter 4:12-5:11).   

 
G. Christians were commonly suspected of ritual murder and cannibalism 

(as Jews had been suspected before them), and of ritual incest as well.  
The advice given in 1 Peter 4:12ff on the proper behavior in face of 
persecution ‘for the name of Christ’ was to be required from time to 
time by Christians here and there throughout the Roman Empire for 
several generations, until, after the severest persecution of all, the 
peace of the church was established by the toleration edicts of 
Galerius in the east (311) and of Constantine and Licinius in the west 
(313).   
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