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Introduction- John Calvin taught that Scripture is self-authenticating (autopiston) in 

three specific ways quoted in the Ferguson article:  

(1) Scripture bears witness to its own character as God’s Word;  

(2) Scripture is the Word of God written; and  

(3) Scripture as written bears the marks of its human authors; as God-given, it bears 

the marks of its divine origin, namely, uncompromised reliability (48).   

 

Ferguson is writing this article to those such as James Barr who think this is a 

ridiculous idea.  Barr notes that the Bible makes “claims” about itself within the 

particular books and that it “claims” divine inspiration as a whole.  He says “There is 

no such thing as ‘the Bible’s view of itself’ from which a fully authoritative answer to 

these questions can be obtained” (48).  While unbelievers such as Barr want 

something outside the Bible, God’s revelation to prove that it is true, Ferguson desires 

to demonstrate (1) the legitimacy of speaking of “Scripture’s view of itself,” and (2) to 

expound briefly what this view entails for the doctrine of Scripture (49). 

 

I. Does the Bible Have “A View of Itself”? Ferguson answers the claims of those 

such as Barr who say that the Bible can only cite particular texts that say that the Bible 

is inspired by God (such as 2 Tim. 3:16), but that it cannot prove itself as a whole.  

Ferguson wrote, “The Scripture is accepted as the Word of God ultimately through 



the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.”  

There is evidence within the Old Testament of a canonical self-consciousness, a 

recognition that what is written is given by God to rule and direct his people (50).   

 

There is the root of God’s revelation, the Word of God to rule his people and the 

remainder of the Old Testament is an exposition of this covenant word of God to 

man.  When the prophets say: “Thus says the LORD…” additional Scripture is 

accepted because it has an inherent relationship to what God had already revealed. 

 

     In the New Testament, there is the clear recognition of the divinely given canon we 

know as the Old Testament.  In the way the New Testament writers speak of “the 

Scriptures,” “the Law and the Prophets,” they are referring to the Old Testament.  The 

Old Testament is the “every word that proceeds from God’s mouth” that the covenant 

people of God are to live by.  The authors of the New Testament are conscious of the 

fact that the Old Testament is God’s Word, such as when Paul tells Timothy that “all 

Scripture is God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16).  Ferguson writes, “…the New Testament is 

organically one with the Old, and self-consciously Scripture, to enable us to affirm that 

this is the Scripture’s view of Scripture” (51). 

 

     There is, in the New Testament, a consciousness among the authors as a whole 

that the authority of their own writing is on a par with that of the Old Testament and 

that the content of the revelation given to them is, in some sense, superior to it, not in 

terms of inspiration, but in the clarity and progress of the revelation recorded (e.g., 



Eph. 3: 2-6) (51).  With the consummation of God’s revelation in Christ, according to 

Heb. 1:1-2, the author speaks of God’s speaking to the fathers through the prophets, 

but now he speaks to us through the Son.  Because the Old Testament is 

consciously understood by the New Testament authors as the Word of God, then it is 

clear from Jesus’ teaching, that they inscripturated his Words in these last days.  

Because the Spirit is the Author of both the Old and New Testaments, He wrote both 

books in, with and through the authors and reveals these true Words of God to those 

who are indwelled by Him.  Col. 4:16 teaches us to read the Old and New 

Testaments in the churches as God’s Word.  In the Book of Revelation, we 

understand the Spirit to be teaching through John that these Words of God should 

not be added to without curse and they are to be received by all in the covenant 

community (i.e. God’s people indwelled by the Spirit who is the Author). 

 

     In the New Testament we notice that some sources express a sense not only of 

their own canonical character but of the existence of a class of literature sharing that 

status.  In I Timothy 5:18, Paul refers to Luke’s writings as “Scripture says” in the 

same way that he speaks of the Old Testament so that built in to the Old and New 

Scriptures is a consciousness of canonicity that shows that the Scripture although 

diverse, has a unified focus and foundation as the very Words of God.  All of the 

apostolic writers commissioned to write the Word of God in the New Testament 

referred to each other’s writings as Scripture.  Ferguson writes, “As in the 

contemporary church, so in the early church the Holy Spirit bore witness to canonical 

Scripture” (53).  Ferguson concludes by showing that when Jesus commissioned the 



apostles as agents of revelation in the writing of the Word of God in the New 

Testament, they were to be guided by the Holy Spirit who Authored every word of the 

Old Testament.   

 

II. The Bible’s View of Itself- What is Inspiration? Paul writes in 2 Tim. 3:16 that all 

Scripture is God-breathed.  This term “God-breathed” is not to say God breathes in 

the Words of Scripture but that he breathes them out.  That is to say that the 

foundation of all Scripture is God-breathed; it has its origin in the Divine Author.  This 

means that every part of the Scripture is God-breathed..  It is like in the Old Testament 

when the prophets spoke of God touching their lips and “putting the Words into the 

mouth” of the prophet.  Inspiration is given no final explanation- Ferguson writes 

that we can no more fully explain inspiration than we can explain providence (56).  As 

providence is done exegetically, so should our doctrine of inspiration be taught 

exegetically from the Scriptures.   

 

Two elements characterize the manner of inspiration- (1) God’s general providential 

superintendence of the lives, experiences, and circumstances of the Biblical authors: 

from Paul’s education, to the selection of particular apostles, to the historical study that 

Luke accomplished in his gospel and in Acts (Luke 1:1-2).  (2) Scripture is the result of 

the activity of divine power, through the Spirit.  He works in the lives of the authors 

specifically in the production of Scripture.  In this way the Spirit works in, with and 

through the authors producing the written Word of God from error.   

 



Inspiration characterizes all Scripture- Inspiration extends to every section of 

Scripture.  Ferguson writes that if any part is God-breathed, then the whole is God-

breathed (570.  In contrast to revelation  which has high and low periods of revelation 

in history, inspiration does not.  Inspiration is a verbal inspiration that extends to every 

word that the author of the Scriptures employee carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

Inspiration does not render redundant the necessity of interpretation- We must strive 

to study Scripture in light of Scripture.  Scripture is the whole of God’s Word to man.  

We will not always agree on particular portions of Scripture with other Christians, but 

we must strive to understand the true meaning of the Scripture because of its 

authority. 

 

The Authority of Scripture- The Scripture possesses supreme authority for the faith 

and life of the church.  The authority of Scripture comes form the mouth of God 

himself.  These are the words he has given us to know him and to know how to live: 

Our primary direction in how glorify God and enjoy him forever. 

 

The fact of biblical authority- “It is written” means that these are the Words of God 

to his people.  Jesus appeals to the authority of Scripture and so should we.  

Incorrectly exegeted Scriptures is not the Word of God as evidenced by Satan using 

the Scriptures out of context in the wilderness with Jesus (e.g. Matt. 4). 

 

The extent of Scripture’s authority- Redemptive history takes place in real human 

history and is progressive.  The authority of Scripture is related to its context in the flow 



of redemptive history.  This means that although all Scripture is authoritative there 

may be more “important” Scriptures for God’s covenant people within a particular time 

of redemptive history. 

 

Authority and sufficiency- Sola Scriptura was the “material cause” of the 

Reformation.  Scripture alone should be our guide, not feelings or contemporary 

philosophy that may try to make Scripture irrelevant.  Scripture is authoritative to 

God’s covenant people because it is the Word of God and it is always sufficient as 

God’s direction to his people no matter what time of redemptive history they happen 

to live. 

 

Reliability- John 17:17 teaches that “God’s Word is truth.”  Ferguson writes: “The 

kind of reliability claimed for Scripture…is an infallible, inerrant reliability, precisely 

because Scripture is the Word of God who cannot lie” (62).  Because Scripture says it 

is infallible, then it is infallible.  Some have argued that this is circular reasoning, but to 

use reason or any other argument outside of the Scriptures to prove the Scripture’s 

infallibility would be to deny the Scriptures altogether.  We speak where the Word 

speaks and are silent where the Word is silent.  Our faith in the inerrancy of Scripture 

rests on the Bible’s own testimony, and in view of the self-consistency of that 

testimony, we anticipate further resolutions to those passages which as yet we do not 

fully understand (64).  

 



Necessity- Scripture is necessary because “it makes us wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 3:15).  The Scriptures are the gracious gift of God to point 

to Jesus Christ, our Savior, and to tell us of the redemptive history which he has 

brought this salvation to man.  Ferguson writes: “The purpose of Scripture is to 

preserve for all people, in all places, the revelatory Word of God spoken.  Its function 

is, in the fullest sense, evangelistic” (65).  The common man can understand the 

gospel presented in the Scriptures.  He can understand God’s commands to him and 

to rejoice in the salvation found in Christ.  The Spirit opens our darkened hearts to 

receive and reveals to our minds the truth of God’s word.  We must rest not on what 

man proposes Scripture to be, but what Scripture says about itself. 
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