
John Murray, Works IV: 1-24, Systematic Theology 

Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

The task of Systematic theology is to set forth in an orderly and coherent 

manner the truth respecting God and his relations to men and the world.  

This truth is derived from the data of revelation- - those media by which 

God makes himself and his will known to us men.  The Bible is the only 

source of God’s saving revelation to man.   

 

The natural revelation in the creation speaks of God within and without 

man, but it must be rightly interpreted by God as he has revealed his truth 

in Scripture.  This is mainly due to man’s attempt at autonomy within the 

creation because of the Fall.  Man, although without excuse, misinterprets 

God’s knowledge as revealed in the creation.   

 

The Word of God speaks to this natural revelation and helps us to rightly 

interpret and thus we logically formulate these truths ultimately for God’s 

glory and man’s knowledge in the discipline of systematic theology.  

Professor Murray wrote, “Although there is natural revelation from God to 

man in nature and within man, the principle source of revelation is Holy 

Scripture.” 

 

Special revelation as deposited in Scripture is redemptive.  It not only 

provides us with the history of God’s redemptive accomplishments, not 



only does it interpret for us the meaning of these redemptive acts; it is 

itself an abiding and for us indispensable organ in the fulfillment of God’s 

redemptive will.  As Professor Murray explains, the saving knowledge of 

God is not revealed in the creation but in the Word of God which rightly 

interprets the creation over against man’s own autonomous and faulty 

interpretation due to the sinful affects within man’s mind and interpretive 

faculties. 

 

Professor Murray wrote, “A theologian must be converted because the 

Scriptures cannot be properly interpreted without the illumination of the 

Holy Spirit.”  This does not mean that all theologians are Christians, or that 

there cannot exist theologians who are unconverted.   

 

However, only the theologian who is converted can stay within the 

foundation of God’s revelation, rightly ordering his own thoughts to write 

down God’s thoughts and truth, and avoid a type of “creativity” on the 

theologian’s part-  -in actuality a presumption to try and think what God 

really thinks only from man’s perspective.   

 

The true theologian will be he who is solidly founded on God’s only 

revelation which is Scripture and as the Apostle Paul teaches, the natural 

man ultimately does not understand the things of God, they are spiritually 

discerned…the truth of God is foolishness to him (1 Cor. 2: 6-14). 



 

Professor Murray wrote, “Systematic theology is to be distinguished from 

biblical theology.  The difference is one of method.  Biblical theology deals 

with the data of special revelation from the standpoint of its history; 

systematic theology deals with the same in its totality as a finished 

product.  The method of systematic theology is logical, the method of 

biblical theology is historical.”   

 

The whole counsel of God is set forth in the Scriptures and when 

theologians by the regenerative understanding set forth logically to list 

these truths, they are doing systematic theology.  In contrast, Biblical 

theology is not only seeing the whole counsel of God but understanding 

this whole counsel as it has been revealed and interpreted by God in 

human history.  Biblical theology is concerned with not just the whole but 

the parts as they have been successively revealed to man.  This can be 

understood better in light of the above distinction between the objective 

reality of what God has done and the subjective application and revelation 

of God in history.   

 

As Professor Murray explains, “Biblical theology is indispensable to 

systematic theology.  The main source of revelation is the Bible.  Hence, 

exposition of the Scripture is basic to systematic theology.  Systematics 

ultimately derive from exegesis.” 



 

Vos wrote, “Redemption does not proceed with uniform motion, but rather 

is ‘epochal’ in its onward stride.  We can observe that where great epoch-

making redemptive acts accumulate, there the movement of revelation is 

correspondingly accelerated and its volume increased.”   

 

A particular part of redemptive history is understood in light of the whole 

as God has interpreted the event.  At times in redemptive history, when 

God was working, he had a full plan, an accomplished whole in the 

Trinitarian mind, but from man’s perspective God speaks loudly as it were 

to bring forth his ultimate redemption in the coming of Jesus Christ.  For 

instance, in the time of the prophets, God speaks forth his word to his 

people in a particular time and place, but as redemptive history continues, 

God interprets this word in real time events so that we (neither the 

prophets) can understand the whole without God’s revelation to man.   

 

Systematic theology is needed to set forth the redemptive acts of God of 

which Biblical theology is concerned.  “Since the Bible is the principle 

source of revelation and since the Bible is the Word of God, Systematics 

is the discipline which more than any other aims to confront us men with 

God’s own witness so that in it, it may mark that impact upon our hearts 

and minds by which we shall be conformed to his image in knowledge, 

righteousness, and holiness of the truth.”   



 

The ultimate aim of systematic biblical theology is so that man may have a 

right knowledge of God and to glorify him in this knowledge. 
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