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     Dr. Warfield begins his discussion by saying that Christianity is a supernatural 

religion.  What he means by this is that after the fall of man, God revealed 

himself to man graciously to all men in general revelation, and by successive 

intercourses throughout history to his particular people.  The general and special 

revelation should never be separate truth antithetical the one to the other, but 

they should be distinctly understood (i.e. rain given to all men to water their 

crops; design and beauty in the stars and heavens; and the saving, special 

revelation of God to his people for which Christ died, which the LORD knows are 

his).  This special revelation of building up a people has happened within the 

context of man’s history in general revelation, therefore the two are significantly 

related.   

 

The Bible is the ultimate announcement of God’s revelation to his people; it 

is not the product of man’s search for God, but God reaching down to man. 

 

After the fall, even though all men could clearly see God’s natural revelation of 

himself, they suppressed this true knowledge.  In regard to saving knowledge, or 

special revelation, Warfield says that “the whole heathen world remained in total 

ignorance.  And even its hold on the general truths of religion, not being vitalized 

by supernatural enforcements, grew weak, until it ran out to the dreadful issue 
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which Paul sketches for us in that inspired philosophy of religion which he 

incorporates in the latter part of the first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans” 

(Works of Warfield, Vol.1, 9). 

 

     After Dr. Warfield discusses general and special revelation, and specifically 

how special revelation is given savingly to God’s people, he maps out to his 

readers the process of this special revelation, concluding in modes.  The three 

specific stages of the process of revelation can be see in Scripture as:  

(1) Theophanies- The Patriarchal Age which is characteristically “the period of 

Outward Manifestations, and Symbols, and Theophanies” (Works, 14).  What he 

means is that God spoke to men outwardly through their senses, such as Moses 

speaking to God through the burning bush but later face to face.   

 

(2) Prophecies- The time of the prophets where men spoke the “Thus Says the 

Lord” not as their words or inclinations, but the very words of God to the people 

and to kings.  These prophecies are described in the Old Testament as words 

“seen”, visions, dreams which God gave the prophets to foretell that which was to 

come.  

 

(3) Inspiration- Dr. Warfield describes: “This internal method of revelation 

reaches its culmination in the New Testament period, which is preeminently the 

Age of the Spirit.  What is especially characteristic of this age is revelation 

through the medium of the written word, what may be called apostolic as 
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distinguished from prophetic revelation” (Works, Vol.1, 14).  The Spirit speaks to 

men through writings using the individual talents and gifts of the men while 

keeping their writings from error of any kind—thus referred to as inspiration which 

is not a form of God-given dictation of the work of the Spirit being with, in and 

during, preserving the writings from sinful man’s influence. 

 

The three modes of revelation are:  

(1) External Manifestations- These are any manifestations where God 

supernaturally makes himself known, such as in angels in the Old Testament, to 

miracles in the New Testament.  Dr. Warfield says concerning this that it is “every 

supernatural intervention in the affairs of men, by means of which a better 

understanding is communicated of what God is or what are His purposes of 

grace to a sinful race” (Works, Vol. 1, 15).   

 

(2) Internal Suggestion- This comes not from the will of man, but from God.  It is 

God’s communication in a chosen prophet or apostle whereby he communicates 

his Word of truth for men in visions, dreams, prophecies.  In most of the 

prophetic books of the Old Testament, it begins with the prophet explaining their 

calling by “seeing the Word of the Lord.”   

 

(3) Concursive Operation- Dr. Warfield explains: “That form of revelation 

illustrated in an inspired psalm or epistle or history, in which no human activity—

not even the control of the will—is superseded, but the Holy Spirit works in, with 



 4

and through them all in such a manner as to communicate to the product 

qualities distinctly superhuman” (Works, Vol. 1, 15). 

 

     The ultimate purpose of God in revelation, the three stages and processes of 

revelation, is  

 

to reveal Jesus Christ, not just a revelation of God, but the revelation of 

God; revelation not just through Jesus Christ, but in  Jesus Christ.  

Warfield writes: “Christ does not so much make a revelation of God as 

Himself is the revelation of God; He does not merely disclose God’s 

purpose in redemption; He is to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification and redemption” (Works, Vol. 1, 28; cf. 1 Cor. 1:30). 

 

The reason for God’s revelation in theophanies, prophecies, and inspiration is 

that God might savingly reveal himself in Jesus Christ to those who are his and 

those for whom Christ died.  Thanks be to God for his supernatural revelation in 

the historical general revelation, which makes fallen man without excuse in his 

knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, and graciously  culminates in the Age of the 

Spirit for those who know God’s revelation in Jesus Christ! 
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Outline of Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield- “The Biblical Idea of 

Inspiration” from The Works of B. B. Warfield, Vol. 1 

Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

     What does it mean in the Scriptures when the Apostle Paul writes that “All 

Scripture is inspired, or God-breathed?”  Dr. Warfield begins to answer by saying 

that simply this means that the Scriptures are a divine product of God.   

 

“Every Scripture, seeing that it is God-breathed, is as well profitable.  In that 

case, what the apostle asserts is that the Sacred Scriptures, in every passage is 

the product of the creative breath of God, and, because of this its Divine 

origination, is of supreme value for all holy purposes.  What does Peter mean in 

his Epistle, where he speaks of the Word of God not being from the fables of 

men, but upon the testimonies of Christ’s glory and men were carried along 

(borne) as the Holy Spirit led them?   

 

No prophecy is of human origin, nor by the will of man; the source of prophecy is 

with God himself.  Those who were borne along by the Holy Spirit are “to have 

been taken up by the Holy Spirit and brought by His power to the goal of His 

choosing.  The things which they spoke under this operation of the Spirit were 

therefore His things, not theirs” (Works, Vol. 1, 83).  Jesus speaks in the Gospel 

of John (Chap. 10) that the “Scriptures cannot be broken” again showing their 

divine authority and origin from that same authority which was the Law.  The 

Jews in His audience knew the Law and the Prophets to be of divine origin and 
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Jesus spoke with “it is written” to prove and support what he was saying—thus 

making all Scripture one, that supreme, unified, divinely original, word of God 

himself. 

 

How is the Bible doctrine of concursus explained; that is, how can Scripture be 

divine in origin but penned by men?  The Scriptures are divine in origin, but have 

come into being (secondary causes, see WCF Chapter V) by the agency of men.  

There is indeed always a divine personality of Scripture, but there is also a 

human element.  How can this be?  It can be likened to the Virgin Mary.  She 

was of Adam’s fallen seed, but a chosen one of Israel; she was one for which 

Christ would ultimately die in time and space.  She, although fallen, was to give 

birth to He who was ruler of the universe.  He who was God, but who took upon a 

human nature in the womb of this virgin.  She could and would have given birth 

to a normal baby, who was of the line of Adam, and thus corrupted with his sin 

and her own.  However, because of the gracious Spirit of God, he worked in, with 

and through Mary to preserve Jesus from the taints of any sin.  He was born in 

the flesh with man’s infirmities but was without sin—how can this be?  This divine 

birth is likened to the divine birth of the Holy Scriptures revealed to man.   

 

The Spirit preserved Mary so that she would give birth to the Word made 

flesh; and the Spirit worked with the Apostles and prophets to produce the 

Word of God written. 
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Dr. Warfield reminds us concerning Scripture: “When we think of God the Lord 

giving by His Spirit a body of authoritative Scriptures to his people, we must 

remember that He is the God of providence and of grace as well as of revelation 

and inspiration, and that he holds all the lines of preparation as fully under His 

direction as He does the specific operation which we call technically, in the 

narrow sense, by the name of ‘inspiration’” (Works, Vol.1, 102). 

 

Dr. Warfield makes a helpful distinction between the human and divine side of 

revelation.  He writes, “The value of ‘inspiration’ emerges, thus, as twofold.  It 

gives to the books written under its ‘bearing’ a quality which is truly superhuman; 

a trustworthiness, an authority, a searchingness, a profundity, a profitableness 

which is altogether Divine.  And it speaks this Divine word immediately to each 

reader’s heart and conscience; so that he does not require to make his way to 

God, painfully, perhaps even uncertainly, through the words of His servants, the 

human instruments in writing the Scriptures, but can listen directly to the Divine 

voice itself speaking immediately in the Scriptural word to him” (Works, Vol. 1, 

104).   

 

The Scriptures are part of divine redemptive history which reveal God as 

the very words of God, to men. 

 

The Scriptures have human authors but we can be assured that they are truly 

“God breathed” and therefore “from God” no matter how God has chosen to bring 
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them to us—through processes of revelation—which have been inscripturated, 

revealing Jesus Christ, the Righteous One of God, supernaturally to his people, 

as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. 
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