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Authority and Exhaustiveness-  The first question that Professor Weeks asks is to 

determine if Scripture can speak authoritatively about both realms, sacred and 

secular, natural and special, to man.  Meaning that when 2 Tim. 3: 17 says that 

Scripture has authority “for every good work,” does this mean for every area of life or 

only in the things that are religiously related?   

 

The Bible as Science Textbook- The first thing to consider is what is meant by the 

term “sufficient” for all areas of knowledge.  Indeed, the Bible is not a science or 

physics textbook, nor does it claim to be.  It is an authority however where all men 

may deduct from the sufficient text the Holy Spirit has given to man to determine the 

way to live and the way to understand (ethical and epistemological).  The purpose of 

the Bible is not to be a textbook of mere facts or data.  Some have rejected the notion 

of the Bible as sufficient because they approach it with a presupposition that it should 

be like a textbook.   

 

The Bible is not Necessarily a Religious Textbook- It is not exhaustive in matters 

of religion and we see many controversies in the Church over what the Bible does 

teach.   

 

“The Bible is Not Exhaustive so We Need Extra Authority”- Some believe the 

Bible must be exhaustive in order to be authoritative.  Since the time of the religious 



groups in the New Testament context, to the Apostolic Church to the Medieval Ages 

of the Church, there have been additions added to Scripture to try to compensate for 

its lack of exhaustiveness in certain areas of ethics, social order, marriage, etc.  This 

lack of exhaustiveness in the Bible is used as an argument for extra authority given 

outside the Bible as has been used in Church history.    

 

The Form of Biblical Teaching- Some argue that from the Bible everything can be 

deduced once these general principles which the Bible teaches are understood.   

 

The Form of Biblical Law- The Bible neither subscribes to the approach of 

exhaustive detail or that of pure and general principles.  In the Sinai and 

Deuteronomic covenants we have both general principles in the Decalogue and the 

details that follow from these Laws in the Book of Exodus (20: 22-26).  The Biblical 

legislation is not shaped by any abstract philosophical desire to reduce everything to a 

few general principles or to formulate a rule for every last detailed case.  It is shaped 

much more by functional considerations.  The general laws are clarified in matters of 

detail to avoid possible confusion (10).  The general laws in the Old Testament which 

are used in a particular time of redemptive history apply to, and formulate a rule for all 

of the Covenant people of God which is displayed in Paul’s use of the Law to 

determine the preacher’s salary in the New Testament for example.  

  

Situation ethics which reduces all Christian behavior rooted in a desire to obey the 

“law of love” can be misunderstood and has been misapplied in the Church.  Biblical 



law is motivated by a very different spirit than Situation Ethics.  It is not concerned with 

giving man maximum freedom to do as he thinks fit.  It is concerned to show him that 

practical implementation of the law of love that is pleasing to God (12).  The Bible 

does not conform to the textbook image on ethics.   

 

Doctrinal Passages- Some doctrines are treated in great detail in Scripture such as 

the treatment of salvation (cf. Romans, Galatians, and Ephesians) and other receive 

far less detailed treatment.  Controverted and disputed doctrines received more 

extended treatment (13).  We should not deduce however that just because the Bible 

does not treat certain doctrines exhaustively that they are therefore not as important 

(such as the Virgin Birth).  Again, we make these kind of deductions we again show 

that we are approaching the Bible with preconceived notions that it is an exhaustive 

textbook arranged in doctrinal importance.  We cannot conclude that if the Bible 

speaks relatively little about a subject, it says nothing about that subject (14).  

 

General and Special Revelation- Some draw sharp distinctions between general 

and special revelation.  These say that general revelation means what may be 

learned of God from the creation and special revelation means God’s verbal 

communication to man, through the Bible (15).  Those who make these sharp 

distinctions are usually those who say that science is an authority in the area of 

creation and the Bible in matters of religion.   

 



Scripture on General Revelation- Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:18-20; Acts 14:15-17.  

Creation teaches us about God’s glory and handiwork, his eternal power and deity, 

and his benevolence to his creatures.  General revelation is revelation of God—

creation reveals; science generally leaves out God to find knowledge in a closed 

universe with no preconceptions of God, which according to Romans 1 is impossible.  

According to Psalm 19, the creation reveals the glory of God through the things he 

has made.  The passages listed above do not teach the believer to look to the 

creation and away from the revelation of God in his word.  Rather we should see the 

obedience of the creation to its glorious Lord and also submit ourselves to the 

commands of the Lord (18). 

 

The Authority of Appeals to the Creation- The Apostle Paul speaks in the epistle 

to the Colossians that “All was made by Christ (Col. 1:15-17).  Hence we should turn 

to Christ as our authority (Col. 2:1-23).  Revelation through other mediums such as 

angels, visions, philosophy and tradition are rejected.  The authoritative source is 

Christ through Christian instruction” (Col. 2: 6,7) (19).  The Apostle’s appeal to Christ 

as the source of all wisdom in Col. 2:3 makes trivial the wisdom man has sought to 

derive from the world.  Any appeal to creation without Christ’s authority is in opposition 

to Scripture.  It impossible to keep the “scientific” and “religious” realms apart 

according to the Bible.  They are both necessarily related because their unity, their 

coherence is found only in the revelation of God.  The superiority of Christ is to be 

asserted over all domains of knowledge, whether scientific or religious. 



Man’s Knowledge of God’s Commands- Man is a creature and God is the 

Creator.  As Van Til says, we must remember the Creator-creature distinction when 

considering all knowledge.  In the Book of Job is a fine example of the Creator in 

dialogue with his creature who has attempted to rule and command the universe.  

Again the dialogue asserts that the study of creation teaches us God’s laws.  Again, 

the “not-a-textbook-of –science” argument against the Bible sets up a false model of 

authority.   

 

Providence and Scripture- God not only created the world, he upholds it by his 

Divine Power and authority.  The earth stands firm because God commanded it, and 

still commands it to do so.  God maintains the stability and regularity in creation so that 

science can truly study the creation and deduct truth about the universe and about 

God himself. 

 

The Influence of Deism- This is the belief that God “wound the world up” much like a 

watch and that it now conforms to its own natural laws and God is distant, not 

intervening presently but allowing the world to work itself out in conformity to the laws 

which God originally created.  This denies the truth of the “speaking God” presently in 

man’s experience.  Creation is seen as autonomous with laws inherent within itself.  

 

The Bible and Technical Precision- The “textbook alone” as an authoritative work 

denies any work which is not exhaustive in detail.  Only God has exhaustive 

knowledge and he communicates his true Words in the Bible to man to give some of 



this knowledge.  Man could not comprehend all of God’s knowledge because he is 

finite, a creature.  Science hopes to be omniscient, to know as God knows and 

through technology to be able to command the creation as God does.  In the creation 

there is order but also mystery which only God can understand. 

 

The Bible and Ordinary Language- The Bible is written in ordinary language and 

avoids the technical.  It uses phenomenological language, or language that man uses 

such as the “sun rising” in the morning even though we know the sun does not “rise”.  

The Bible because it speaks to man in ordinary language has a greater claim to 

wisdom than esoteric, technical language.  The Bible speaks to man in different 

genres such as poetry, prose, letters, and gospels for this is the way man 

communicates to each other made in God’s image.  The Bible can generalize, can 

use approximation, and at times fail to specify detail.  Yet it is still authoritative(32). 
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