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I. What is Inerrancy? Before Prof. Young answers this question, he wants to first 

define the terms “inerrancy” and “infallibility”.  Many have false conceptions of what 

inerrancy is supposed to mean.  He starts first from Scripture to see what the Bible 

says about Inerrancy for that is the only place to begin, because it is God’s special 

revelation, his spoken revelation in his Word. 

 

A. Scripture is Infallible- The Scripture possesses an indefectible authority (113).  

Jesus says in John 10:31 that the Scriptures “cannot be broken.”  This means that it 

can never fail in its judgments and statements.  All that it teaches is of unimpeachable, 

absolute authority, and cannot be contravened, contradicted, or gainsaid.  Scripture is 

unfailing, incapable of proving false, erroneous, or mistaken.  Though heaven and 

earth should pass away, its words of truth will stand forever.  It cannot be changed nor 

destroyed (113). 

 

B. The Inerrancy of Scripture- The Scriptures possess the quality of freedom from 

error.  They are exempt from the liability of mistake, incapable of error.  In all their 

teachings they are in perfect accord with the truth (113). 

 

C. The Bible’s doctrine of Infallibility and Inerrancy- The Bible is the Word of God 

and this is the place we go to find out what these doctrines mean.  We do not 

proceed with an a priori idea of what these terms mean and then have the Bible fit this 



description, we begin with exegesis.  Infallibility does not need to be a monotonous 

style.  As the Koran has only one style, the Bible has many styles to convey the truth 

of God to man- In the Book of Deuteronomy the style of the language is smooth and it 

is a delight to read.  In other parts of the Old Testament the language is rough.  The 

Psalms are made up of differing styles, there is an acrostic for example in Ps. 119 

from the Hebrew alphabet.  In the New Testament a variety of style is found as well.  

Varied and manifold are the styles which are to be found in the Bible.  There is a 

richness and luxuriance of its style that brings delight to our hearts. 

 

A. There are no grammatical errors in the Bible- There may be departures in the 

Bible from the so-called standards of speech, but this does not mean the Bible is 

fallible.  All is not level and uniform (118).  This diverse way the grammar appears has 

its explanation of the diversity of authors (although the message is unified).  God gave 

us his Word in human speech; speech of the educated, herdsman, shepherd, poetry, 

prose (118).  All of the speech has a dignity and majesty which mere language could 

never possess were it not the vehicle which conveys the message of salvation (118).  

  

B. Parallel Passages- The parallel passages do not necessarily have to have word 

for word agreement in order for them to be infallible.  The Bible authors were human 

and they were “carried along” by the Holy Spirit to produce no error at all.  The way 

they convey the message however is in an exact thought for thought parallel (cf. 

Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-3.  Some say these are proof of the Bible’s fallibility because 

they have slight variations, however it was not the practice of writers of antiquity to 



give a verbatim repetition of something written.  Minor variations may be found and 

this is in perfect harmony with inerrancy (119).  Parallel passages do not have 

contradictions. 

 

Parallel passages in the Old Testament- Genesis chapters one and two- Some 

say the first two chapters of Genesis has contradictions of the creation account.  The 

chapters do not purport to state matters in a chronological fashion.  It is one of 

emphasis not chronology.  The Bible is the Word of God and the Word must be in 

harmony and agreement with itself.  

 

Compare 1 Kings 15: 14 and 2 Chronicles 14:5- When we meet apparent 

contradictions or difficulties we must be cautious about asserting the presence of 

error.  We are not called upon to offer an answer to all the problems in the Bible in 

more than we are called upon to explain the Trinity (124).  Although one text says the 

high places were removed and the other texts that the high places were not removed, 

within the context of both Scriptures we see more clearly that the high places were 

removed, but not all of them according to the Word of the LORD.  The high places 

were not removed in thoroughness so that one text explains the removing of them in 

a positive light, the other text is dwelling on the disobedience of the high places not 

being completely removed. 

 

Parallel passages in the Gospels- Matthew 19:17- Again, we remember that 

although parallel passages might have difficulties we approach them in trying to 



resolve them by faith.  Although Mark and Luke report the incident differently there is 

no contradiction.  It actually gives proof for the Bible’s integrity for it shows that the 

gospel writers did not imitate the other writings nor did they intend to quote the Lord 

verbatim.  The gospels are written by four different men carried along by the Spirit.  

These four record different parts of the same event.  The truth is the same, the details 

are different because of the different emphasis of the particular author.  This is 

extremely important to understand because we want to know the Lord’s Word to us.  

It is not a waste of time to harmonize the gospels as some skeptics would say.  If we 

deny part of what Jesus said and question the Bible, do we not have to reject all the 

parts.  For what do we accept as being from Jesus and what is not; what concerns 

our salvation and what does not.  The Bible is wholly inspired and every word of 

Jesus can be known by the inspiration of the Bible.  Another example of this is when 

one gospel writer mentions two angels at the empty tomb.  In contrast, another 

gospel writer mentions one.  In mentioning one angel, he is not contradicting the 

other, for there must be at least one in order to be two.  The lack of mention of a 

particular angel, demoniac, or a specific healing recorded by another gospel writer 

does not mean that there are contradictions if the other writers fail to record these 

events numerically in the same way.  Professor Young considers other passages but 

his point is made that what is implied in the term “inerrancy” is that the Bible in its 

statements is not contrary to fact.  It does not mean that each gospel writer must 

present his account in precisely the same words as another writer (135).  

 



C. Literal Interpretation- Those who talk about the necessity for a literal 

interpretation of Scripture give the impression that all Scripture must be interpreted 

literally.  The only way the Bible is to be interpreted is in the sense that was intended 

by its authors.  We must engage in grammatico-historical exegesis.  This means to 

interpret prose as prose, poetry as poetry, epistles as epistles.  There is a rich genre 

of differing types of literature in the Bible, these must be interpreted according to the 

intent of the author.  Inerrancy allows for the full employment of the gifts and talents 

with which God endowed the human writer.   

 

II. What is Inerrancy- Part Two- The only theory of inspiration is that which the Bible 

presents itself.  Our view of inspiration must be derived from the Bible.  The New 

Testament writers do not quote Old Testament passages verbatim.  This is not 

evidence that the Bible is errant.  Professor Young gives several examples from the 

New Testament which quotes from the Old Testament to show that the quote is not 

verbatim, but the thought and the truth is the same; there is no contradiction because 

the New Testament writers bring out the clear meaning of the prophecy without 

quoting verbatim.  There are different translations of the Bible with different wording 

and syntax but the meaning is always identical.  The translations are providentially 

trustworthy and can be called the true Word of God but the only truly inspired 

Scriptures are the original autographa written by the Old Testament and New 

Testament authors (cf. Matthew 1:21, Is. 7:14; Mark 1:1-3, Mal. 3:1, Is. 40; Acts 

15:14-18, Jer. 12:15; Is. 6:9-10, Mt. 13: 14,15, Mark 4:11,12, Luke 8:10, John 12:40, 

Acts 28:26, 27).  In the New Testament there is not parrot-like repetition of the Old 



Testament passages.  The human writers of the Bible are acting as responsible 

agents.  Understanding this is to understand the true nature of verbal inspiration and 

also of inerrancy.  In the age of fulfillment, here is the Spirit of God, bringing clearer 

light the deep truth which He had formerly revealed unto the writers of the Old 

Testament (159). 
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