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Introduction 

 
 
Israel was the sheepfold of God (see Psalm 23; Jeremiah 23; Ezekiel 34).  
As sheep they were under the guidance, governance, and good revelation 
of God's Word.  Through God's grace, he also gave Israel good shepherds 
to teach them the word of God in the Old Covenant and to help them to 
understand who they were as God's needy sheep.  There were good 
shepherds such as Moses, Joshua, David, and Jeremiah. 
  
When Jesus comes, the Great and Good Shepherd of the Sheep of Israel 
to reveal himself as God the Shepherd incarnate, the very incarnation of 
the word of God found in Psalm 23, the shepherds of Israel did not 
recognize him and thus would not open the gate/door of the sheepfold or 
pen so that He might enter into and guide them to salvation, peace and 
safety. 
  
In fact the shepherds of Israel were quite corrupt.  The sheep of God 
feared them (John 7:13; 12:42; 19:38; 20:19), and they fleeced the sheep 
for their own reputation and power (Matt. 23)!  The sad reality is that the 
Pharisees and teachers of Israel were merely hired hands who did not 
care for God's sheep (just as it was in the time of Ezekiel as we shall see 
later). 
  
The gatekeeper-shepherds of Israel would not allow the Great and Good 
Shepherd Jesus to come and give salvation, peace and safety to the 
sheep of Israel ("He came to his own (sheep), but his own did not receive 
him").  But those who were truly his sheep, such as the man formerly born 
blind in John 9, he heard the Great and Good Shepherd's voice and 
followed him.  And through Jesus, the Door/Gate of the sheep, he entered 
by faith through him and found salvation and life eternal. 
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The main purpose of John 10 is that Jesus communicates God's presence 
incarnate as the Great and Good Shepherd revealed in the Word and 
types in the Old Covenant (Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34), who is the dying 
servant to reclaim and renew His Sheep.  In John 10, we see Jesus as 
Shepherd, Savior, and Sacrifice of Atonement. Let's read John 10:1-18: 
  
John 10 
John 10:1-20: "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. 
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee 
from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." 6 This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 
So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and 
out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not 
a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me 
and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other 
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."  
  
There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. 20 Many of 
them said, "He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?" 

  

"Their Guilt Remains" 
We should remind ourselves of the context of John 10, by remembering 
our study of John 9.  Jesus has just healed a man born blind from birth.  
He hears Jesus' voice even before he sees and believes in the light of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ!  Yet the Pharisees cannot see, and yet 
they claim sight (9:39-41).  Jesus says if they would admit to their 
blindness, then perhaps they would be spiritually prepared to see him and 
follow him, but because they say they can see, Jesus says: 
  

"Your guilt remains..." (9:41). 
  
Enter: the Good Shepherd opposite and opposed by the bad shepherds of 
Israel who do not care for the sheep and who cannot recognize the Good 
Shepherd when he appears.  "Your guilt remains".   
  



The focus of John 10 is the Great and Good Shepherd who has come to 
bring spiritual Israel, or those who hear his voice, out from the sheep pen 
and into a saving relationship with the living God, with God dwelling as the 
Great and Good Shepherd eternally with them.   
  
As John 10 progress, we find that the Great and Good Shepherd has been 
sent by God the Father, because of His love for His sheep for the specific 
purpose of laying down his life "for the sheep", and thus bearing their guilt 
and bringing atonement by satisfying God's just wrath on the cross.  It is 
worth noting that John 9 ends with Jesus' ironic statement "Your guilt 
remains", as he speaks to the abusive and bad shepherds of Israel, 
because Jesus had come so that he might bear the guilt, sin and shame of 
those who would hear his voice and follow him. 
  
Parabolic Pictures: "Theological Word-Pictures  
It is part of God's magnificent and multifaceted grace to his people that he 
gives us pictures to teach us about himself.  Let's pause a moment in our 
study to glory in God's goodness in this accommodation to our 
imaginations.  You see God could have easily said to us: "I care for you", 
and he does come out and specifically tell us this.  But additionally, God 
tells us that he cares for us by giving us "parabolic pictures" or theological 
word-pictures of his grace if you will. 
  
It seems that God wants to capture our imaginations in such a way with 
"parabolic pictures" such as this one found in John 10, that he wants us to 
do more than merely memorize his revelation to us, he wants us to 
imagine it, and to meditate on the variety of truths that flow from it.  God 
can say I am a caring God, but he can also show us in parabolic pictures 
that he is the Great and Good Shepherd, and then we are able with the 
imagery to form our own understanding of God's revelation by imagining 
and meditating on the truths he reveals. 
  
You could say that in God's revelation there is a beautiful and harmonious 
marriage between general and special revelation, or between God's 
revelation in creation and in his Word.  He uses realities of our world, the 
real world in which we live, such as shepherds and sheep, in order to 
communicate the divine and saving reality of who He is in Jesus Christ.  
What abundant grace.  Make it more of your effort to think of God with 
these images (these WORD images) that he gives to us. 
  
God as Chicken, Lion, Father, Door, and Shepherd! 

When is the last time you thought of God as a chicken?  You should!  
Jesus says: "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how I have longed to gather you as a 
hen gathers her chicks, but you would not allow me."  When is the last 



time you thought of God as a lion? You should! God reveals himself as a 
lion that is strong in powerful (Numbers 23; Rev. 4:7).   
  
When is the last time you thought of God as a Father? When is the last 
time you thought of God as a door? When is the last time you thought of 
God as a strong and manly shepherd? These images invite our 
imaginations to dig deeper into our knowledge of God and they help us to 
see glimpses of God's glory and power in the creation (cf. Romans 1:18-
25). 
  
This brings us to the parabolic picture, "figure of speech", or theological 
word-picture that God in Christ reveals in John 10. (John 10:6- "figure of 
speech" or "parable" or "proverb" is translated from a Greek word 
"paroimia"). 
  
"I AM the Door 

Jesus is the Door (10:1-2, 9-10).  Jesus reveals himself to those who have 
ears to hear as the one who enters the sheepfold by the door.  The door in 
the first couple of verses represent the truth of God's revelation.  Jesus 
enters the door of the sheepfold or sheep pen by coming to earth to reveal 
himself to Israel. 
  
This is a picture of God's grace and saving mercy in Christ, revealing 
himself to Israel as the Great and Good Shepherd of the sheep who has 
arrived to take them out of their present sheepfold and into the sheepfold 
of salvation, rest, peace and safety in and through himself.  Notice the 
implications of this passage in teaching the sovereignty of God in election 
and salvation. 
  
Jesus comes to the sheepfold or sheep pen and his sheep know him.  In 
fact, he calls them by name and they follow him just as the man formerly 
born blind, heard the voice of the Great and Good Shepherd and followed 
him, although he was excommunicated and thrown out of the synagogical 
sheepfold and sheep pen of the bad shepherds (John 9:30-41).  Jesus 
provides a door- -himself- -through which that man formerly blind could 
enter and find life eternal! 
  
In the ancient Near East numerous families would have their flocks in the 
same sheep pen and gatekeepers or watchmen would stand guard during 
the night alert and willing to lay down their lives to sacrifice themselves on 
behalf of the sheep.  If wolves, bears, or lions approached, the 
gatekeeper/watchman would defend the sheep with his rod and staff.  The 
next morning when the shepherd of each flock would come through the 
door/gate to lead the sheep out to pasture, the shepherd's own sheep, the 
sheep of his family would hear his voice, know him and come forth, exiting 



out of the sheep pen in order to be guided and governed by their familiar 
and unique shepherd (cf. John 10:7-9). 
  
"My Sheep Hear My Voice" 

This brings us to Jesus as the voice. (10:3).  The sheep who belong to 
Jesus (notice they belong to Jesus before he speaks to them), hear his 
voice and follow him out into safe and eternal pasture.  This teaches the 
difference between the wider, more general sheepfold of Israel as a 
nation, and the narrower, more specific sheepfold of spiritual Israel.  
Spiritual Israel, the sheep of God who hears the Shepherd's voice follow 
him and know him. 
  
Do you hear his voice and follow him?  When he came to his own, many 
did not.  They chose to stay in the sheep pen of Israel, under the 
oppressive and bad shepherds rather than follow the Great and Good 
shepherd.  The reason? They couldn't hear the voice of the Shepherd. 

  
They did not know and recognize him, and he did not know them. 

  
What is happening in this passage is nothing but a pre-eschatological 
separation of the sheep from the goats.  As Jesus teaches in Matthew 
25:31-34:  
  
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  
  
Even today when the Great and Good Shepherd speaks through His 
Word, there are those who reveal themselves to be sheep by hearing, 
believing and following the Good Shepherd, and those who reveal 
themselves as goats by being deaf to, ignorant and unbelieving, and 
remaining in the sheep pen that is ultimately destined for destruction when 
the Great Shepherd of the Sheep appears in glory! 
  
Notice in this passage as Jesus teaches, another truth of John's gospel is 
revealed.  Throughout John's gospel there has been a distinction between 
"knowledge from above" and "knowledge from below" (see study on John 
3).  The knowledge from above is revelational knowledge that only comes 
by faith and through Jesus' interpretation.  We see that again here.  The 
disciples need Jesus' interpretation of these multiple images (10:6) so that 
they can understand.  Part of the blessing of being sheep of the Good 
Shepherd is that we have him by His Spirit to impart spiritual truths to us 
(cf. 1 Corinthians 2:6-14). 
  



And so Jesus goes on to explain the parabolic picture in verses 1-5.  First 
of all, Jesus says "I AM the door of the sheep".  In the first few verses 
Jesus entered in or through the door to the sheep, rather than climbing 
over the fence from outside as a robber or bandit might do.  Now Jesus 
makes clearer, and expands upon this gate/door.   
  
Exodus-Exit 

Notice that as Jesus is the one who enters by the gate/door and shows 
himself to be the Great and Good Shepherd, he is also the very 
gate/door.  As Herman Ridderbos says in his fine theological commentary: 
"The image and the imaged merge".  What we should appreciate about 
Jesus' commentary on his parabolic picture is that the gate/door is not so 
much an entrance as it is a divine exit.  An exit from what? 
  
Jesus is the door/gate through which his specific sheep, who hear and 
know him, follow him out and find eternal life, safety and blessed 
pastureland to feed their hungry souls.  As Jesus explains in John 10:9: "If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find 
pasture."  Jesus does not mean by "going in and out" that they will enter 
and exit a multiple number of times.  Rather, they will remain with the 
Great and Good Shepherd in His presence never to be snatched out of his 
hand (John 10:30ff). 
  
The image of the door is that spiritual Israel will enter through Jesus, but 
exit the old and temporal sheep pen, to enter the new creation and eternal 
sheep pen led to salvation, peace and safety in God's presence.  This 
door is an "Exodus-Exit"- -crossing over from the Kingdom of Darkness 
and being brought into the Kingdom of the Son of God! 
  
The Eschatological Shepherd of YaHWeH 

This is rich imagery, but Jesus doesn't stop with the door/gate.  He 
continues to reveal himself as the incarnate Great and Good Shepherd by 
coming out and saying: "I AM the Good Shepherd."  When Jesus says this 
he not only makes himself equal with God the Father by using the "I AM" 
statement (cf. Exodus 3:14).  He reveals himself as the eschatological 
hope of Psalm 23 and Ezekiel 34.  As with many passages in John, the 
Old Covenant Scriptures are vital to a rich and rewarding understanding of 
this passage. 
  
Let's revisit and reread Psalm 23.  Allow these Old Covenant Scriptures to 
grip your imagination as three distinct threads of Old Covenant revelation 
are woven together to reveal a rich and visual tapestry of God himself.  
Jesus is the Shepherd of Psalm 23, the David and Messianic Shepherd 
promised in Ezekiel, and there is one more thread of Old Covenant 



revelation I will leave as surprise until later (it certainly surprised his 
disciples!) 
  

Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2
 He makes me lie down in green 

pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 
3
 He restores my soul. He leads me in 

paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4
 Even though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff, they comfort me. 

5
 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6
 Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the 
LORD forever. 
  

Let's now compare Psalm 23 and John 10.  The obvious point is that the 
LORD, that is Jehovah-YHWH is my shepherd, David writes.  Jesus 
reveals himself as the Great and Good Shepherd, the very LORD God 
YHWH incarnate!  Jesus says "I came that they [his sheep] may have life 
and have it in abundance" [beyond our estimation or ability to imagine!].  
This is what David says in Psalm 23: "I shall not want. He makes me lie 
down in green pastures..." and he goes on to reveal more about God's 
abundant goodness in his life! 
  

The ultimate goodness and mercy that God reveals as the Great and 
Good Shepherd is that David "shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever."  Now David only knew of God's house, his temple because he 
lived in a time of types and shadows.  The reality of what David hoped for 
in dwelling in the house of the LORD forever (cf. Hebrews 11:39-40) was 
not merely to dwell in a house, but in what the house of the LORD 
"housed" if you will- - God's Presence! 
  

David longed to dwell in God's presence forever.  Jesus is promising his 
sheep who hear his voice here in John 10 that he is the door/gate to that 
eternal presence.  Jesus is the Great and Good Shepherd who wants his 
sheep to be with him for eternity, grazing and pasturing with God for 
eternity.  Look at the picture of this in Revelation 7:17: 
  

For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes." 
  

First and Second Readings of the Shepherds of Israel 

John 10 should also be understood in light of Ezekiel 34. Use this as an 
example of how it is important to have a "first reading" and a "second 
reading" of Old Covenant Scripture (I learned this thanks to the 
faithfulness of my great professors Al Groves, Tremper Longman, and 
Doug Green).  What is meant by "first reading" and "second reading" is 



that you read Ezekiel 34 first as an Israelite would have read it, 
considering context, purpose, etc.   
  

Then you re-read, or read it a second time in Christ.  That is, you read it 
from the perspective of the fulness of the times with more revelation since 
Jesus has come.  It becomes a full and glorious picture of God's Holy 
Spirit authoring Scripture through many people, times, and you will more 
appreciate the glorious unity of Scripture. 
  

With that in mind as an exercise, let's read excerpts from Ezekiel 34.  The 
context is that the people of Israel because of disobedience are in exile in 
Babylon.  They are struggling to find their identity and to understand why 
God has seemingly not kept his promises to them.  The people of Israel 
largely do not like the message of Ezekiel, but there is a remnant.  Rather 
than listen to Ezekiel, a type of Good Shepherd that God has sent to tell 
them to repent and to return to their LORD forsaking their sins, they are 
listening to false shepherds who are fleecing the flock of Israel by lying to 
them and unfaithfully representing them before the living God! 
  

Ezekiel 34 

The word of the LORD came to me: 
2
 "Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds 

of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord 
GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not 
shepherds feed the sheep? 

3
 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, 

you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 
4
 The weak you have not 

strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the 
strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force 
and harshness you have ruled them. 

5
 So they were scattered, because there was 

no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. 
6
 My sheep were 

scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep 
were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.  
  
7
 "Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 

8
 As I live, declares the 

Lord GOD, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have 
become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my 
shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed 
themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 

9
 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word 

of the LORD: 
10

 Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I 
will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No 
longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their 
mouths, that they may not be food for them.  
  
11 "For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 

sheep and will seek them out.  
  
12

 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where 
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 

13
 And I will bring 

them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them 
into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, 



and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
14

 I will feed them with good pasture, 
and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall 
lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel.  
  

15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make 
them lie down, declares the Lord GOD.  

  
16

 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, 
and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed 
them in justice. 

17
 "As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge 

between sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 
18

 Is it not enough for 
you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest 
of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the 
water with your feet? 

19
 And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your 

feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? ... 
  

23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and 
he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And 
I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 

among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken. 
  
....They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. 

29
 And I will provide 

for them renowned plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with 
hunger in the land, and no longer suffer the reproach of the nations.  
  

30 And they shall know that I am the LORD their God with them, and 
that they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Lord GOD. 
31 And you are my sheep, human sheep of my pasture, and I am your 

God, declares the Lord GOD." 
  

It is not really necessary for me to point out the images and prophecies of 
Ezekiel 34 that Jesus is fulfilling.  Let your imagination be your guide!  But 
just a few points. 1) Ultimately it was the failure of the shepherds of Israel 
that caused Israel to be sent into exile- -the sheep have been scattered 
(34:1-6).  2) The bad and false shepherds are fleecing the flock with 
falsehood and have allowed them to be stolen, mangled, and destroyed 
(34:7-12; cf. John 10:10- "The thief comes to steal, kill and destroy"!).  3) 
God himself will seek his sheep and bring them to himself (34:11-15). 4) 
God will bring healing, restoration, life, salvation, peace and safety.  In 
other words, God himself will come so that his sheep may have life and 
have it more abundantly (34:16-29).  5) God will permanently give them 
David as Shepherd over them (34: 23-24). 
  

In John 10, we see Jesus as the fulfillment of Ezekiel 34 most clearly 
revealed, yet the Jews and teachers of the Law do not recognize him.  
Why? Because they cannot hear the shepherd's voice, are not his sheep, 
do not know him, and are in reality false shepherds like those during 



Ezekiel's time who are fleecing the flock with lies of the Evil One (John 
10:26b-27; cf. John 8:44ff). 
  

Now on our second reading of Ezekiel 34, let's compare the above points 
made with how Jesus fulfills them. 1) In John 10:16b, Jesus says that 
there will be one flock and one shepherd, so the scattered sheep-remnant 
of Israel (spiritual Israel) will be gathered together and find salvation in 
Him. 2) As the shepherds in Ezekiel were allowing the sheep to be stolen, 
mangled, and destroyed, so the Jewish leaders and teachers are 
preventing Israel from finding life in Jesus Christ and thus allowing thieves 
and robbers to enter.  They are fleecing the flock because they do not 
care for the sheep (10:13), and are thus revealing themselves to be mere 
hired hands (hirelings!).  3) God himself is incarnate in Christ as the Great 
and Good Shepherd, the door/the gate through which the sheep must exit 
by faith in order to find salvation, peace and safety.  Jesus brings his 
sheep to himself as he calls them by name and they follow him (10:3).  4) 
Jesus offers life and life abundantly to restore the scattered sheep-
remnant (10:10b, 28).  5) Jesus is One Greater than David, from David's 
line, the Messiah himself who has appeared to permanently guide and 
guard by His good word: "So there will be one flock, and one shepherd" 
(10:16b). 
  

The Shepherd as Protector and Propitiation 

But I said there were three threads that are woven together in John 10.  
What is the third strand? It is a great surprise- -to the disciples, as well as 
to us.  So far with the imagery that they would have had, they would have 
thought of Jesus Christ as the one who cares, as the one who gives 
abundant life, who is the only door/gate/way to peaceful and safe 
pastureland, the one who guides, and guards, and watches over with rod 
and staff. 
  

This image of Shepherd as protector, becomes the Shepherd who 
propitiates! 

  

Jesus weaves this third strand into the parabolic picture and explains to 
those who are hearing that he is 1) the LORD YHWH, the Great and Good 
Shepherd in the flesh (Psalm 23); 2) The Davidic-Messianic Shepherd 
who will have one flock and guide and govern them by his presence for 
eternity (Ezekiel 34); but then additionally 3) Jesus reveals that he is not 
only the Great and Good Shepherd, but the dying sheep who lays down 
his life for the sheep, or on behalf of the sheep! 
  

This brings the third strand of Old Covenant revelation from Isaiah's 
prophecy concerning the Suffering Servant of YHWH.  From the "first 
reading" of Isaiah, we see a suffering servant.  From the "second reading" 
of Isaiah with John 10 as the New Covenant Christocentric revelation, we 



see the Suffering Servant is also the Suffering Shepherd-Sheep!  Keep 
reading.... 
  

We have looked in John 10 at the images of Shepherd, Savior, and now 
we will see Jesus reveal himself as the Sacrifice of Atonement.  Let's read 
carefully Isaiah 53: 
 
Isaiah 53 

Isaiah 53: Who has believed what they heard from us? And to whom has the arm of 
the LORD been revealed? 2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like 
a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
stripes we are healed.  
  

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.  

  
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who 
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the 
transgression of my people? 9 And they made his grave with the wicked and with a 
rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit 
in his mouth.  
  
10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his 
soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his 
days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11 Out of the anguish of his 
soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my 
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with 
the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the 
transgressors. 

  
As Jesus unpacks and reveals his theological word-picture we are 
surprised.  He is not only the door/gate of the sheep pen, he is not only 
the Great and Good Shepherd, he is the Shepherd who will lay down his 
life on behalf of, or "for" the sheep (John 10:11, 15b, 17, 18).  Jesus 
subtlely reveals himself as the suffering Isaianic Servant who is in reality 
the Shepherd-Sheep who will lay down his life for the life of his sheep. 
  
The Shepherd-Sheep 



Notice how Jesus' revelation progresses in John 10.  First in verse 11, he 
merely tells us that he is a protector of the sheep as shepherd.  That is, he 
is willing to lay down his life like a good shepherd would do to save one's 
sheep.  Then in verse 15, Jesus says that with the same and intimate 
knowledge that the Father and Son know each other (this is divine inter-
Trinitarian kind of intimate special knowledge), so Jesus lays down his life 
for his sheep who he knows with the same divine intimate and special 
knowledge! 
  
Again, Jesus implies election very strongly.  Jesus knows his sheep (not 
all), but his sheep with the same special intimacy that the divine Father 
and Son know each other.  Not only that, these specific and special sheep 
who he knows intimately, he will die specifically and specially for them. If 
this isn't definite atonement, or particular redemption, or limited 
atonement, then I don't know what is!!!! 
  
As Jesus progresses in his revelation, he comes to his climatic statement 
in John 10:17-18 that helps us to better understand the relationship of this 
passage to Isaiah 53.  As the Messiah was prophesied in Isaiah 53 as one 
who would be stricken for his people, so Jesus reveals in John 10:17-18 
that he is this person.  Jesus says that his specific purpose of laying down 
his life is with resurrection in view: "I lay down my life that I may take it up 
again...I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again." 
  
John Calvin wrote concerning this verse: "As the disciples might be deeply 
grieved on account of what they heard about the death of Christ, and as 
their faith might even be greatly shaken, he comforts them by the hope of 
his resurrection, which would speedily take place; as if he said, that he 
would not die on the condition of being swallowed up by death, but in 
order that he might soon rise again as a conqueror.  And even at the 
present day, we ought to contemplate the death of Christ, so as to 
remember, at the same time, the glory of his resurrection.  Thus, we know 
that he is life, because, in his contest with death, he obtained a splendid 
victory, and achieved a noble triumph." (Calvin, pg. 409). 
  
Jesus was to lay down his life "for his sheep".  In Isaiah 53, the Suffering 
Messianic Servant revealed is the one who is "bearing infirmities and 
sorrows" (Isaiah 53:4).  This shows the importance of the incarnation.  
Jesus became a sheep like his own, a man so that he could bear 
infirmities and sorrows in his humiliation here.  In Isaiah 53, the Suffering 
Messianic Servant is revealed as also "bearing guilt and sin" (53:11-12).  
This speaks of atonement. 
  
What was such a surprise in Jesus' revelation is that one might 
understand that a shepherd leads, watches over, cares, comforts, feeds, 



speaks- - but he also dies!? (10:11b, 17-18).  How can that be? How can a 
dead shepherd lead, watch over, care, comfort, feed, speak, and give life 
abundantly if he is dead?  Only a Shepherd who has the power and 
authority to lay down his life for his sheep (that is, on their behalf as 
atonement), so that he might take it up again! 
  
Our hope is in the reality that Jesus says: "I know my own" (10:14, 16).  
Not just Israel, but even the Gentiles are included in the number of "his 
own" who he will die "for", or in the place of.  We take our learning, or our 
"first readings" from the Old Covenant, and in light of the Johannine 
passage in John 10 we learn so much more about our Great and Good 
Shepherd!  He is Shepherd; He is Savior; He is Sacrifice of Atonement. 
  
Sacrifice of Atonement 

What love that the Great I AM would take on human flesh to reveal himself 
to "his own", "his sheep" as the Great and Good Shepherd who lays down 
his life satisfying the wrath of God, taking away our guilt and our sins, and 
leading us along paths of righteousness for his name's sake into the very 
presence of the living God!  What grace for us all today! 
  
Meditate upon the reality that God did not leave us to perish in a sheep 
pen of our own making, but came to call us forth by his powerful voice and 
to provide an exit in himself as the door/gate so that we might have life 
and life abundantly in the presence of the Great and Good Shepherd for 
eternity!  Who could have ever dreamed of such a story??!!  No one, save 
God our Creator himself! 
  
Let these realities dawn on you today wherever you are!  Jesus the Great 
Shepherd became a sheep to represent and die for His Sheep.  Jesus 
came to be led as a lamb to the slaughter in order to be forsaken by his 
loving Father and to experience his horrible wrath in our place!  
Throughout the Old Covenant God revealed himself as Shepherd, Israel 
as sheep, and showed through bloody sacrifices of lambs that they 
needed forgiveness. 
  
In Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd comes to gather his one flock.  
In Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd comes as one of the sheep.  In 
Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd who comes as one of the sheep 

becomes the lamb slain from the foundation of the world!  The 
ultimate and final sacrificial lamb to atone for and take away the sins 

of all those who would believe! 
  
Do you see Jesus as the lamb? As John the Baptist cried: "Behold the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world."  He doesn't take 
away the sins of everyone in the world, but takes away the sins of those 
from every tribe, nation, people, and tongue- -those who believe from all 



parts of the world -- those he has known from the foundation of the world 
in and through his electing love!  His own sheep! 
  
Today, Jesus the Great Shepherd leads his one flock by His Spirit.  And 
by His Spirit through His Word, he still speaks and his sheep still hear his 
voice and follow him.  Jesus the Great Shepherd of the sheep, laid down 
his life for his own sheep to seal the promises of God with his own blood.  
Go in peace following the Great and Good Shepherd with this benediction 
from God's Word:   
 

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 

eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 Are you following and hearing His voice today? Have you entered in 
through the right and only door to God's presence? Are you lost in a sheep 
pen of your own making and need a way out? A door/gate?  There is an 
escape in and through Jesus the Great Shepherd by faith!  If you are not 
living your life in this world under the rule and governance of Christ's rod 
and staff, you are one living in the wilderness and in danger of your very 
life! 
  
Don't delay another day.  For when the Great Shepherd appears, he will 
separate you away from his presence for eternity and you will bear the 
great and infinite wrath of God and experience his awful and dreadful 
presence that you so richly deserve.  You may ask: "Why such a severe 
punishment for my sins and committed in such a short life? You must 
remember it is not so much the sins committed that you are being 
punished eternally for, as much as the Great God you have infinitely 
offended by your sins. 
  
Turn today to the Great Shepherd and experience the cleansing power of 
His blood, shed for his own, the sheep who hear and follow him! 
   
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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