
 1 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

VOL. VII, ISSUE 19/ JULY 27TH, 2004 
  

JOHN 15: A LIVING COVENANTAL VINE:  
"HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS  

 

Introduction 
There are many beautiful and fruitful vineyards planted around my home in the rich land near 
Round Hill, Virginia.  My wife and I have gone to several of the vineyards to learn how wine is 
made and how the family’s care for their crops.  One of the things I have learned about vineyards 
through this interesting and casual education is that they need to be cared for like a tender child. 
 
The vines need attention, they need constant care, they need good soil, the right 
amount of rain, and they need pruning.  Vines can grow very unproductively, if 
not assisted by farmers in their growing and in the pruning process.  The goal of 
the farmer is to produce good and lasting fruit. 
 
Now anyone who has ever planted a tomato or cucumber vine in their yard 
knows that if these vines are not cared for and assisted in their growth, they will 
grow unproductively and they will not produce good fruit.  In our passage from 
John 15 today, Jesus helps us to better understand our covenantal identity in 
Christ as the people of God by using the Living Covenantal Vine to teach before 
he goes to the cross. 
 
We want to remember that the Gospel of John is rich in Old Covenant imagery.  
In John 15, the Apostle John records our Lord Jesus using the Vine to describe 
his ministry and his relationship to his disciples, using a metaphor taken from the 
covenantal life of faith in Israel. 
 
Something that should be stated before we begin our study is that this is not an 
individualistic passage in John 15.  That is, it is not a passage focused merely on 
the individual Christian, but a passage concerned with a  
 
Covenant unity and community fruitfulness symbolized metaphorically by 

the Vine imagery. 
 
The reason I remind you of this, is that it if you look at this passage as 
individualistic and not directed at a covenantal community, you might come away 
with misinformed doctrines on losing one's salvation ("the branches that do not 
bear fruit, the Father will cut off and burn").  This passage is not about losing 
one's salvation, but rather about our identity united to Jesus Christ the Vine as a 
covenantal unity and fruitful community as the people of God (it is always helpful 
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to remind yourself when interpreting the Bible, that the Bible is always directed at 
a people and not primarily to an individual.  The Bible is addressed to the visible 
people of God living in this world). 
  
Having said that, let us remind ourselves of God's covenant promises and the 
goal of God's covenant with his people.  What was the purpose or goal of the 
covenant God made with his people?  It is summarized in the promise that God 
tells his people: “I shall be your God and you shall be my people.”  The essential 
purpose or goal of the covenant was to establish oneness between God and his 
people.  A covenant speaks of oneness.   
  

By God’s covenant with his people, he intends to achieve unity. 
  

John 15:1-17 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 
2 
Every branch of mine that does not 

bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit. 

3 
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 

4 
Abide 

in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 

5 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. 

6 
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 

the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7 
If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 
By this my Father 

is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
9 

As the Father has 
loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 

10 
If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
11 

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
full. 

12 
"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 

13 
Greater 

love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 
14 

You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 

15 
No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 
heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

16 
You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, 
so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

17 
These things I 

command you, so that you will love one another.  
 

I.               The True Vine, the Vinedresser, and the Branches 
(15:1-3) 
 

Covenantal Story- “The Vine has deep roots” 
Israel in Redemptive-History was described as “the vine” in God’s vineyard.  Read Isaiah 5:1-7: 

 
Isaiah 5:1-7: Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 

2
 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and 

planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine 
vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

3
 And now, O 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 
4
 What 

more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to 
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yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5
 And now I will tell you what I will do to my 

vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it 
shall be trampled down. 

6
 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers 

and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7
 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but 
behold, an outcry! 

 
Israel was a land literally surrounded by fruitful vineyards.  God used the Vine and the Vineyard to 
illustrate to Israel who she was to God in covenant relationship.  In Isaiah 5:7 above, God looked 
for fruitfulness by faith ("justice and righteousness"), but found only unfruitfulness or barrenness 
("bloodshed"). 
  

It is helpful to remember that there was always a close relationship between Israel and the Land.  
God used the land to illustrate to Israel her relationship to Himself.  For instance, in Deuteronomy 
28 we learn of “blessings for obedience”, or “fruitfulness”, and curses for disobedience, or 
“barrenness” being “cut off”- Deut. 28: 

 
  

Blessings...("Fruitfulness by Faith")... 
Deuteronomy 28:1-4: "Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the 
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, 
that the LORD your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. 2 "And all these 
blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the 
LORD your God: 3 "Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the 
country. 4 "Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the 
increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks…” 
  

And Curses...("Unfruitfulness through Disobedience")... 
Deuteronomy 28:30, 39: You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her. You 
shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it. You shall plant a vineyard, but you shall 
not enjoy its fruit. ...

39 
You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink 

of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them.   
   
The land showed God's favor and/or disfavor.  In fact, Jeremiah 2:20-23 describes Israel’s 
covenantal disobedience and calls them to repent:  
 
" For of old I have broken your yoke and burst your bonds; And you said, 'I will not 
transgress,' When on every high hill and under every green tree You lay down, playing the 
harlot. 21 Yet I had planted you a noble vine, a seed of highest quality. How then have you 
turned before Me into the degenerate plant of an alien vine? 22 For though you wash 
yourself with lye, and use much soap, Yet your iniquity is marked before Me," says the 
Lord GOD. 23 "How can you say, 'I am not polluted, I have not gone after the Baals'? See 
your way in the valley; Know what you have done: You are a swift dromedary breaking 
loose in her ways…” 

 
In this Old Covenant context, as the New Covenant is dawning in the Person and Work of Christ, 
Jesus says “I AM the True Vine.”  Jesus is teaching that He is the One True and Faithful Israelite.  
The One True and Faithful Israelite who has loved His God and Father with all of his heart, soul, 
mind and strength, and his neighbor as himself, and will love his own so much that he will lay 
down his life for them! 
 

This living, covenantal Vine of Israel is Christ!   
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If you remember it was from Israel that Jesus Christ came (Matthew 1; Luke 3), and so He is 
the True Vine in which all those who believe are united. 

 

Covenantal God-Divine Farmer- “The Vine depends upon care from 
the Gardener” 

  
God’s covenantal promises to his people were to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Christ was the 
climax of the covenant God had made in the Old Covenant, and the Head of the New Israel who 
believed by faith.  Although Israel failed and sinned against God numerous times and even 
became an “alien vine” (Jer. 2:20ff), God never allowed the vine completely to wither and die.  
Rather, he pruned off the covenantal branches that did not bear the fruits of faith, hope and love 
in God’s provision in Messiah, and preserved the vine until the fullness of the times would come 
in Jesus (Galatians 4:4). 
 
God preserved a remnant of branches in the OT!  In God’s grace, although Israel was unfaithful 
as a wife and unfruitful as a vine, God preserved a remnant of those who would believe and 
continue to trust his promises. 
 
Christ is the True Vine, the only faithful Israelite comes to redeem all those who trusted God in 
the Old Covenant as well as in the New Covenant.  This passage of Scripture in John 15 is an 
invitation to the genealogies-to see God’s faithfulness in every generation just as he promised 
Father Abraham.  
 
Genealogies in Scripture provide us with a portrait of the Vine and its progressive growth 

throughout Redemptive-History. 
 

Covenantal Fruit- “Branches are pruned in order to be more 
fruitful” 

  
The covenant promises of God would come to pass as God would cleanse his people by Word 
and Spirit, and enable them to produce good covenantal fruit.  Remember Jesus has already told 
his disciples that they were cleansed! How? Through his Word (John 15:3).  This was the hope of 
the Old Covenant people.  Let us read Deuteronomy 30:1-6 and Ezek. 36:25ff that teaches us 
about “true circumcision” or the “cleansing by God’s Spirit” that was to come when Messiah would 
come for the people anticipating his arrival. 
 
Deut. 30:6: And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, that you may live. 

 
Ezekiel 36:25-28: I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 

26 
And I will give you a new heart, 

and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. 

27 
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 

in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
28 

You shall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 
Both of these Scriptures show that the covenantal promises of God would be fulfilled in the true 
circumcision that would come by the Spirit of Messiah (cf. Isaiah 11:1-5).  This is why in the 
context of the teaching on the Holy Spirit in John 14-16, Jesus uses this covenantal, Old 
Covenant image to instruct about abiding in Him. 
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In Jesus, there would be cleansing and the power of regenerate-resurrected  life by His 
Spirit! 

 

As Jesus speaks of the branches “cut off” (John 15:6), so in the Exile in the Old Covenant, many 
of the Old Covenant branches were cut off from the covenant community.  But there were those 
who were faithful that still remained when the Messiah came in the fullness of times, such as 
Simeon, Anna, Mary, Elizabeth, and many others who would be later baptized by John the 
Baptist.  The Apostle Paul also uses this imagery of branches being cut off when he speaks of 
unbelieving Israel and the humility that must characterize the Gentiles because of God’s grace 
upon them in Romans 11: 
 
Romans 11:1-25 (various verses): I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! 
For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 
2 
God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture 

says of Elijah, how he appeals to God against Israel? 
3 
"Lord, they have killed your 

prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life." 
4 

But what is God's reply to him? "I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal." 

5 
So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 

6 
But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no 

longer be grace. 
7 
What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking….. 

 
17 

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were 
grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 

18 
do 

not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the 
root, but the root that supports you. 

19 
Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so 

that I might be grafted in." 
20 

That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, 
but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but stand in awe. 

21 
For if God 

did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 
22 

Note then the kindness and 
the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, 
provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. 

23 
And even they, 

if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft 
them in again. 

24 
For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, 

contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. 

 
In this context, Paul begins by saying to those who think God’s covenantal promises have been 
lies that he himself is an Israelite, and therefore there is a remnant of believing Israel (11:1-2).  In 
fact, in John 15, we are to remember that the disciples were “Jewish” disciples who followed John 
the Baptist, then began to follow Jesus when John pointed them to the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world (John 1:27ff). 
 
The Apostle Paul in Romans 11 speaks of how the Nation of Israel as a whole rejected Messiah 
and were stiff-necked with regard to the reception of His Spirit and true circumcision.  Therefore, 
because of God’s grace (and part of the mystery of the Old Covenant- Ephesians 2:10ff), he 
grafted into the Vine Gentile branches (the imagery is the olive tree, but the teaching is the 
same). 
 
In John 15, Jesus gives final encouraging words to his disciples of how they are to remain/abide 
in the Vine, and bear much fruit! 
 

II.          Remaining/Abiding in the Vine (15:4-8) 
 

Covenantal Union is Union with Christ 
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Because Christ has come, we are united to him by His Spirit.  What does union with Christ mean? 
It means that all of the benefits of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and ascension are ours by 
faith alone in Christ alone!  It means that it was not only Christ’s death that saves us, but also his 
perfect life, his resurrection and his ascension at God’s right hand as our Mediator. 
 
What Christ has earned by living perfectly, dying on our behalf and satisfying God’s wrath, what 
he has been given as a gift of God in his resurrection and ascension is our inheritance as well.  
This means that God truly sees us as he sees his Only Son!  We are wrapped and covered by 
His righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30). 
  

Jesus teaches his disciples and us today that we are to "abide in him...and allow his word to 
abide in us" (John 15:4, 5, 7). 
 
  

The Word of God: “Deep roots in God’s promises in Christ”- We must depend on God’s 
sovereign promises to his people in his Word. As Hebrews 11 teaches, the Word of God gives a 
"certainty of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 

 
“Vital food for growth in Christ”-We must allow God’s Word to sustain and mature our spiritual 
lives.  Heb. 5: 
 
Hebrews 5:11-14: “…of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have 
become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come 
to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in 
the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of 
full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both 
good and evil. 

 
Our goal is maturity and unity in Christ! Meditation upon the Word of God, more than mere 
memorization of the Word of God.  Allow the memorization and knowledge of the Word to 
penetrate and deeply nourish our roots. 
  

Prayer- “Intimate union of the Vine and the branches”- Read John 14:13-14.  Close relationship 
to Christ- - from him we depend upon for all of our needs.  We reach up with empty hands to a 
Father who supplies all that we need in Christ! 

 
Love- “Union of the branches on the Vine”- One Vine, many branches, but unified by One Vine, 
which is Christ.  The love we have for one another ought to be the love that Christ had for the 
father.  Loving obedience and selfless giving (i.e. laying down our lives for one another). 

 
As a covenant people, we must keep in mind that God covenants corporately and not simply 
individually.  The concept of covenant (or vine here) presupposes a people with whom the 
covenant is established.  The communal aspect of the covenant relationship is forever present. 

 

III.     Bearing Abundant Fruit (15:9-17) 
 

Covenantal Blessings- Obedience to God’s Word 
 

Abundant Spiritual Fruit- Holy Spiritual Fruit- fruits of the Spirit because of the Work of Christ 
(see Ezek. 36:25ff).  Because of Christ’s Spirit we have the ability to bear abundant fruit.  As 
Jesus said earlier in John 14:15-22: 
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John 14:15-22: "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16 

And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

17 
even the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

18 
"I will not leave you as orphans; I 

will come to you. 
19 

Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live. 

20 
In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 
21 

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him." 

22 
Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will 

manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?" 

 
The Spirit writes God’s Law upon our hearts in order that we might obey and keep the 

covenant made with our God. 
 

This is because Jesus took the curses for our disobedience to the covenant upon himself and 
blessed us with covenantal abundance by his Spirit!  The Spirit has circumcised our hearts, given 
us a believing and obedient heart! 
 

In Jeremiah 32:38-42, the prophet promises God’s gracious 
intentions of keeping the covenant with his people: 38 'They shall 
be My people, and I will be their God; 39 'then I will give them one 
heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever, for the good of 
them and their children after them.40 'And I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; 
but I will put My fear in their hearts so that they will not depart from 
Me. 41 'Yes, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will 
assuredly plant them in this land, with all My heart and with all My 
soul.' 42 " For thus says the LORD: 'Just as I have brought all this 
great calamity on this people, so I will bring on them all the good 
that I have promised them.” 
  

Christ is the Vine and from Christ we draw all of our 
sustenance and spiritual life. As branches our vital purpose 

is to bear fruit..."a fruit that will last."  
 
As the Apostle Paul teaches in Galatians 5, the true fruit of abiding in Jesus are the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit: 
  
Galatians 5:22-24: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 

23
 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

24
 

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. 
 
The Wine of Full Joy- Joy comes from true obedience and living according to God’s standards 
taught in his word.  We must understand and draw all of our joy from our knowledge of what God 
has done in Christ on our behalf (cf. Dt. 28:45-48- serve joyfully and obediently). 
 
Covenantal Growth of the Vine- the Vine has progressed since the True Vine has come in 

the fullness of time. 
 

From Slaves to Friends 

We were taken (like Israel) from a land of sin and bondage, and slavery to the devil, and our own 
passions, and we were transferred into the Kingdom of the Son by God’s grace (Colossians 1:13-
15).   
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James 2:23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.” 
 

Exodus 33:11 says: “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as 
a man speaks to his friend…” 

 
Like Abraham and Moses were called “friends of God” because of their intimate knowledge of 
God and his plans and promises to his people, so the Spirit of God gives the Apostles knowledge 
to pen Scripture and to understand the mysteries of the ages in Christ.  This informs us intimately 
of what God has promised to come.  What eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor entered into the 
heart of man what God has prepared for those he loves! 

 
We have gone from being slaves who merely work for a Master, to being friends who know their 
Master’s plans because of the Spirit of God/the Comforter, and the Word of God inspired by Him, 
written by the Apostles. 
 

Implications for Christ’s People 
The living, covenant Vine has always been one vine, and it has always been visible.  In this 
illustrative Old Covenant metaphor we learn how we as the Church of Jesus Christ should think of 
ourselves.  Allow me to list a few important implications and applications of this teaching. 
 

1)     The Goal of the Covenant Promises of God is Unity in Community in the Presence 
of God (we see a glimpse of this in Revelation 21-22).  This is why it is vitally important 
to love one another as Christ has loved us!  It is vital to our growth and maturity to learn 
to live and love one another, even to the point of laying down our lives.  It is extremely 
important to think of ourselves as part of Christ’s family and therefore part of one unified 
community (1 Cor. 12). 

  

"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love." (John 15:9) 
  
2)     There Has Always been One Vine.  Regardless of what some popular teachers teach 

their congregations, there has only been One Vine throughout Redemptive-History in the 
Old and New Covenants.  Ultimately the True Vine is Jesus Christ, who is the True Israel.  
This means that the Old and New Covenant Head of the people of God is Jesus Christ 
the King.  Because He is the One Head of the people of God, the people of God in the 
Old and New Covenants are the same people by faith in the same God.  The Old 
Covenant people of God had a mission of preparation concerning Messiah as well as 
preservation of God’s Word (Romans 9); the New Covenant people of God have a 
mission of proclamation concerning the fact that Messiah has come and a propagation of 
the truth of God’s Word to both Jews and Gentiles.  These are the distinctions between 
the Old and New Covenant people, but they are one in Jesus Christ (Romans 2:27ff; 
Philippians 3:1-8; Ephesians 2:10ff; Revelation 7:7-17). 

  

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser." (John 15:1) 
 
 

3)     The People of God Who Are United to the Vine as Branches are Visible for All to 
See. If anyone says he loves Christ, then that one must love his visible Church.  The 
Vine, the people of God, Israel has always been visible to all the world to see.  The 
Church as part of the one people of God who are united to the vine also are visible for all 
to see.  There is an individualistic mindset today that says you can love Christ and not 
love his visible church.  But this is wrong and must be repented of!  We are part of the 
Vine by faith in Jesus and by his Spirit.  As branches of the Vine, we bear visible fruit of 
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love and service and worship for all the world to see.  One’s association and membership 
with the visible church is more important than their work identity, their male and female 
identity, even their own family identity (Galatians 3:26-29).  If we say we love Jesus the 
head of the Church, then we show this love by being part of the visible Vine-Church of 
the Lord.  We dare not decapitate Jesus from his body! (1 Corinthians 12; 1 John 2:19ff). 

  

"You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 
bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in 

my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love 
one another." (John 15:16-17) 

  

4) Jesus Promises Growth and Fruitfulness, but This Can Be a Slow Process at Times 
in Our Lives. Vines and the plants in my garden need me daily to survive. I am 
responsible to them and it is from me that they depend upon their very lives. I must seek 
to continue to water them, fertilize them, make sure they are getting enough light, keep 
enemies such as bugs off of them, and many other duties. This is a reflection of how the 
Father takes care of us! How he nurtures and prospers us by his grace! He fills us with 
the Spirit, gives us his word as a light to grow, and keeps us from our enemies. However, 
for the consumer in the modern world that desires immediate gratification, I have bad 
news! Trees do not grow over night, nor do they bear fruit immediately (for those who 
want "immediate trees" perhaps they should go with the "silk-plant option"). Neither is 
wisdom and good works immediate in our lives. We must live a life of constant 
dependence as well as repentance as we seek His means of grace: Word, Sacrament, 
and Prayer.  

 
CRB 
 


