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Introduction: Prepare for War! 
In John 16, Jesus is equipping the disciples for “tribulation preparation”.  
As Jesus goes to the cross to experience the suffering of tribulation on the 
cross, to defeat death, hell, and the devil, he prepares his disciples for 
tribulation in this world! 
 
When fathers go off to war, they inform their families for “tribulation 
preparation”, particularly when the war is being fought on the soil of their 
homeland.  Jewish fathers during World War II, before they were taken 
away to concentration camps, would prepare their sons to the best of their 
ability to head the family bravely and with courage.  These loving fathers 
who were going to their deaths longed for their families to be prepared for 
warfare and tribulation in their absence! 
 

When troops are called to warfare and battle, they must first go 
through boot camp and be prepared to fight, to stand, to be 

courageous, and to be brave in the face of terrible opposition! 
 
This is spiritual boot camp for the disciples and for us in John 16.  In an 
ultimate redemptive-historical sense, Jesus is going off to fight a war that 
only he can fight and win!  He is going to the cross to pay for sins and to 
redeem a people who have been subjected to bondage from the world, 
flesh and the devil.  He is going alone and he will no longer be physically 
present with his disciples. 
 
Jesus knows that He will win this war because of the Father’s promises to 
him, but it will be a struggle, a great tribulation for him to face the Father’s 
eternal and just wrath, and to shed his blood for sinners! As One Greater 
than David would say: 
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“Blessed be the LORD, my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for 
battle; 

2
 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, 

my shield and he in whom I take refuge, who subdues peoples under me.”  
(Psalm 144:1-2) 

 
As Jesus is going away, about to be taken by Satan’s representatives in 
the flesh, both of Roman and Jewish flesh, he informs and equips his 
disciples for war!  They must go through “tribulation preparation” and that 
is the eschatological training he is preparing them for in John 15:18-16! 
 

Now many of you are thinking: “I have been told that the “great 
tribulation” would be in the future!?” “How can you say that Jesus is 

preparing his disciples for the great tribulation NOW - -in this 
passage?” 

 
As we will see in our study today on John 15:18-16 by God’s grace, the 
great tribulation that all of Christ’s disciples undergo in this present age is 
because there is a great opposition between the Holy Spirit given to us by 
Jesus and the Anti-Christian, Satanic-Spirit of this Present Age.  In Jesus’ 
physical absence, he is spiritually present with his people and this 
opposes the world, the flesh, and the devil! 
 
Because there is much opposition, or spiritual warfare, as the Apostle Paul 
teaches in Ephesians 6:10-18, we should not be alarmed, surprised, or 
fearful, but we should be courageous and brave as members of Christ’s 
chosen army! 
 
As Christ’s chosen people we should remind ourselves of the Armor 

of God we have been given in Christ, and we should endure and 
persevere in this world, by the power of God’s Spirit, knowing that 

Christ reigns at God’s right hand, and be confident and immovable in 
the victory of Christ which is also our victory! We are those who 

conquer by faith (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
 

Christians are the true champions of the War of the Worlds! 
 
We have already seen many rich contrasts in the Gospel of John!  In John 
15:18-16, John gives us a contrast that might be the starkest contrast of 
them all.  This contrast has been taught in various places before chapter 
15-16, but here the Apostle John makes it clear to us.  The contrast in our 
study today is the contrast between the Spirit of God and the Spirit of this 
Present Age. 
 
Jesus says: “In this world you will have tribulation, but take heart (be 

of good cheer); I have overcome the world!” 
 



Read John 15-16 
John 15:18-John 16:33: "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 

19 
If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because 

you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
20 

Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep 
yours. 

21 
But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do 

not know him who sent me. 
22 

If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 
been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 

23 
Whoever hates me hates 

my Father also. 
24 

If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they 
would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 

25 

But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: 'They hated me without a cause.' 
26 

"But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

27 
And you also will 

bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
 
16:1 "I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. 

2 
They will put you 

out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is 
offering service to God. 

3 
And they will do these things because they have not known the 

Father, nor me. 
4 
But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you 

may remember that I told them to you. "I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you. 

5 
But now I am going to him who sent me, and none 

of you asks me, 'Where are you going?' 
6 
But because I have said these things to you, 

sorrow has filled your heart. 
7 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that 

I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send 
him to you. 

8 
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 
9 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 

10 

concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11 

concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 
12 

"I still have many things 
to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 

13 
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 

guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he 
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 

14 
He will 

glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
15 

All that the Father has is 
mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 

16 
"A little while, 

and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me." 
17 

So some 
of his disciples said to one another, "What is this that he says to us, 'A little while, and 
you will not see me, and again a little while, and you will see me'; and, 'because I am 
going to the Father'?" 

18 
So they were saying, "What does he mean by 'a little while'? We 

do not know what he is talking about." 
19 

Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he 
said to them, "Is this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, 'A little 
while and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me'? 

20 
Truly, truly, 

I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, 
but your sorrow will turn into joy. 

21 
When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow 

because her hour has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 

22 
So 

also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy from you. 

23 
In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say 

to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 
24 

Until now you 
have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

25 
"I 

have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no 
longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. 

26 
In that 

day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your 
behalf; 

27 
for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed 

that I came from God. 
28 

I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I 
am leaving the world and going to the Father." 

29 
His disciples said, "Ah, now you are 



speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 
30 

Now we know that you know all things 
and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came from 
God." 

31 
Jesus answered them, "Do you now believe? 

32 
Behold, the hour is coming, 

indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me 
alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 

33 
I have said these things to you, that 

in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world." 

 
  

Opposition from the Anti-Christian, Anti-Spirit of This Age 
Why were the apostles to expect tribulation and trouble in this present 
age? Why should we expect tribulation and trouble in this present age 
because of our witness for Jesus?  Simply stated: The world system, ruled 
by the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), the “prince of the power of the air” 
(Eph. 2:2), hates God the Father and Jesus’ victory over sin, death and 
hell.   
 
He also hates with a Satanic-hatred, all those whom God has claimed for 
his own in Christ, and who has written their name in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life, and placed the “Father’s name” upon their foreheads.   
 
We read in the Apostle John’s apocalyptic book of the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ (the 144,000 are symbolical of all the redeemed who are saved by 
the Father in Christ past, present, and future): 
 
Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 
who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 

2 
And I heard a 

voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. 
The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 

3 
and they 

were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and 
before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth. 

 

Church Militant and Church Triumphant 
The truth that Jesus wants to communicate to his disciples and to us today 
is that the world system of God-opposing evil hates us passionately 
(15:18).  Jesus’ tribulation preparation was to prepare them for this hatred 
in all of its manifestations.  The time period between Christ’s first and 
second coming was to be a time of war, not peace!   
 
As St. Augustine taught so eloquently in City of God, we must live as the 
Church Militant in this world before we fully become the Church 
Triumphant when Jesus returns! (Although this reality overlaps now- -we 
are the Church Militant, but we are indeed already the Church Triumphant 
in Christ, it just has not been fully revealed to us and manifested to the 
world!). 
 
  



The world is not our home (15:19) Jesus teaches, which reminds us of our 
heavenly Zion, the New Jerusalem, the New Heavens and the New Earth, 
where Jesus has already gone before us to prepare a place (Hebrews 
12:22-29; 2 Corinthians 5:17; John 14:1-6).  We are indeed the “Church 
on the March” standing in Christ’s Armor!  Our loyalties are with our 
homeland where Jesus sits at the right hand of the throne of God 
(Hebrews 7:25ff). 
 
  

Because of this world-war-opposition and the fact that we are not “at 
home” here in this world, there will be great world persecution and 
tribulation here (John 15:20). 
 
In fact, in Acts 14:22 and Revelation 1:9, tribulation for God’s people is the 
norm rather than the exception!  In Acts 14:22, we read in the context of 
Paul and Barnabas returning to encourage the churches in the midst of 
persecution and tribulation being experienced because they are now 
opposed to the world in Christ: 
 
Acts 14:20-23: But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the 
city, and on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 

21 
When they had preached 

the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch, 

22 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 

them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must 
enter the kingdom of God. 

 
According to this passage, the disciples were being encouraged by Paul 
as the post-resurrection-theologian to persevere, and to realize that it was 
through many tribulations that all disciples must enter the kingdom of God.  
The reason why the Apostle Paul returned to the churches to explain this 
was because it is an ongoing and enduring temptation to lose sight of 
Christ’s victory in the midst of our tribulation and suffering as His Church.  
The Apostle comforts the churches with the reminder that tribulation-
suffering was part of being disciple-followers in the Kingdom. 
 
This reality of suffering and tribulation with and in Christ (Col. 1:24ff; 
Romans 8:14-18) is a privilege, but when going through it, there is a 

temptation to give up and to fail to endure (John 16:1; cf. 1 Cor. 
15:58). 

 
In Revelation 1:9, the Apostle John is a witness-martyr for Jesus Christ 
and has been exiled for his faithfulness.  John will die on the Isle of 
Patmos, but before he dies, he sends words of encouragement to all of 
the churches (the churches in the past rooted in real time and space, and 
a revelation to also encourage all of Christ’s churches today!): 
 



I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient 
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
 

  

The way John’s encouragement is written in Greek communicates that the 
tribulation, the kingdom, and the patient endurance are all three 
characteristics of this present age!   
 
All who are “in Jesus”, that is united to him by faith and have his Holy 
Spirit, these are also united to Jesus in his tribulation, kingdom and patient 
endurance until the LORD of glory physically returns in power (which is 
why the Book of Revelation opens with two throne room scenes in 
chapters 4-5, concluding with the final victory of the glorified returning 
Christ in chapter 19 and reminders of His triumphant victory). 
 
The Church Militant must be faithful, courageous, and brave until we fully 
overcome and are revealed to the world as the Church Triumphant 
(Joshua 1:7-9; Revelation 2-3; 21).  Jesus has different messages to the 
seven churches in the Book of Revelation, but one consistent teaching 
throughout Revelation is about conquering.   
 
Conquering what? Jesus teaches how his churches are to be conquerors 
in the war against the world, flesh, and the devil, and depending on His 
Spiritual Presence for our strength and victory during the tribulation.  Read 
these different Scriptures from the Revelation of the Apostle John (Jesus 
says this seven times to seven churches!): 
 
Revelation 2:7 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of 
God.' 
 
Revelation 2:11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.' 
 
Revelation 2:17 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who 
receives it.' 
 
Revelation 2:26 The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I 
will give authority over the nations, 
 
Revelation 3:5 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will 
never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and 
before his angels. 
 
 
Revelation 3:12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. 



 
Revelation 3:21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I 
also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 
 
Revelation 21:7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and 
he will be my son. 

 
“The one who conquers” is the one who fought by faith the war against the 
world.  “The one who conquers” is the one who fought the good fight of 
faith by the help of the Holy Spirit, opposing the Anti-Christ spirit of this 
present age!   
 
But the temptation will be to give up in the fight against the world, flesh, 
and the devil and to become a “spiritual deserter”!  This is why Jesus tells 
them these things before he departs for his unique and particular war 
mission on the cross! 
 

The “Great” Tribulation: War, Murder, and Great Joy!? 
Notice that this tribulation that Jesus predicts will be so great, the disciples 
will be tempted to give up and fall away (skandalisqh/te)(16:1).  The 
tribulation that comes after Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension and 
the sending of His Holy Spirit, will be literally a “stumbling block”, a “rock of 
offense and stumbling”, and a reason for some to fall away (the translation 
of “fall away” is from the Greek word ‘scandalon’ translated elsewhere as 
a “stumbling block”). 
 
This idea of “falling away” might remind you of Jesus’ final teaching 
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew.  Notice the similarities in the two 
passages where there is a possibility of both endurance and falling away 
during tribulation: 
 
Matthew 24:4-14: And Jesus answered them, "See that no one leads you astray. 

5
 For 

many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and they will lead many astray. 
6
 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must 
take place, but the end is not yet. 

7
 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 

against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 
8
 All these 

are but the beginning of the birth pains.  
 
9
 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations for my name's sake. 
10

 And then many will fall away and betray 
one another and hate one another. 

11
 And many false prophets will arise and lead 

many astray. 
12

 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will 
grow cold. 

13
 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

14
 And this gospel 

of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 

 
What specifically would be part of the tribulation that the disciples and 
even many today experience? The tribulation would be characterized by a 
losing of former worship buildings and synagogues.  Those who believe in 



Jesus will lose position, fellowship with those of the same ethnic 
background, and world (16:2).  It is interesting to note that in the Book of 
Revelation, two times Jesus refers to former synagogues as now being 
directly opposed to God’s truth: 
 
Revelation 2:9 "'I know your tribulation and your poverty ( but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
 
Revelation 3:9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they 
are Jews and are not, but lie- behold, I will make them come and bow down before your 
feet and they will learn that I have loved you. 

 
  

Notice in Revelation 2:9, Jesus says he knows “your tribulation” (another 
place where the church age is identified as a time of tribulation).  But 
notice that he calls the former place of worship the “synagogue of Satan”.  
The truth of God was no longer present in the place- -the spirit of this 
present age, the Anti-Christ spirit had taken over and the church had failed 
to persevere in truth! 
 
Again in Revelation 3:9, Jesus speaks of the “synagogue of Satan” of 
those who claim to be true Jews, but lie.  Although they are persecuting 
God’s people as representatives of this present evil age, the church will 
ultimately be victorious when they bow down and serve them in the future!  
These synagogues went from being places of truth to places of satanic 
error and falsehood.  The Anti-Spirit of the present age won the battle. 
 

Synagogues of Satan and Churches of Christ 
In the Reformation, when the truth was regained on a large scale 
concerning salvation by grace through faith, many leaders in God’s 
Church lost their positions of leadership and influence and even the 
buildings that had been built and at one time had glorified God were taken 
from them! 
 
The losing of synagogues/churches/worship places have continued to the 
present day.  Anytime when the Word of God has been replaced with a 
man-centered worship and man’s teaching, church buildings have been 
lost to the faithful.   
 
In the 1930s and 1970s, both with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and 
the Presbyterian Church in America, when believers opposed and 
threatened to leave congregations because of false teaching and worldly 
liberalism, many were literally thrown out of their church buildings and 
worship places and some even lost their ordinations! 
 
When churches begin to teach worldly wisdom and man-centered 
entertainment, and believe that this is more important than doctrine and 



life faithfully preached in a Christ-centered manner, some in the future will 
inevitably lose their buildings as well as lose their influence once the world 
has captured the hearts and minds of the majority of the congregation. 
 
This is why it is vital to have strong leadership and elders who are 
grounded in Biblical and doctrinal instruction to avoid such subtle slippage 
in our churches!  Every congregation of Christ’s people is a battleground 
where the people of God must stand firm and endure to the end founded 
upon the truth of God’s Word.   
 

Every congregation in Christ’s Church that succumbs to the world, 
flesh and the devil is one place and victorious battle for Satan and 

the world (even though the battle might be lost sometimes, the war is 
indeed already won!!). 

 
Remember as Christ’s people, and especially his leadership to be on 
guard, sober and watchful for the world, flesh, and the devil.  The world 
and the devil do not come to the door of congregations of Christ and 
knock and say: “Hi, we’d like to introduce ourselves. We are here to 
influence you toward false teaching and to cause you to stray away from a 
Christ-centered worship and service.”   
 
Rather, the world and the devil slowly and subtly influence Christ’s 
congregations so that they lose their first love (cf. Rev. 2-3).  The world 
and the devil knock on the door and say: “Hi! Want power, influence, 
numbers, or growth?”   
 
When churches succumb, and have placed their emphasis on something 
other than Christ’s Word, whether it be power, influence, numbers, growth, 
whatever, that eventually becomes the church’s vision and goal, and 
slowly over time the truth has eroded into falsehood and error, and when 
Jesus’ word has been permanently replaced by falsehood, Jesus removes 
the lampstands, his light and life, from the congregation (all of church 
history is a constant reminder of this reality! Cf. Revelation 2-3). 
 

“Stand or Fall…State Your Claim!” 
In addition to losing buildings and worship places, lives will be at stake for 
some!  Tribulation will consist also of death and Christians being killed for 
their testimony.  Some believers who hold to God’s truth will be murdered 
in “God’s” name (16:3).  This means that some folks will think they are 
doing God a service by killing Christians! Remember Saul of Tarsus? 
 
We don’t see a lot of this right now in America, but never forget to pray for 
the persecuted around the world where it is happening right now!  It may 
come to us as well one day, to be asked to stand as a martyr-witness for 
the living Christ here in America.  If we have peace now, NOW is the time 



to prepare for that day prayerfully rather than to merely think that it could 
not happen.  Jesus says it can, and it could, and it might! 
 
After 9-11 here in America, we secured and heightened our defenses 
because we had been severely attacked and it was likely that we 
would/will be attacked again.  The churches of Jesus in America have 
been severely attacked by error and false teaching throughout the last two 
hundred years (Do I have to remind you of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
Mormon’s, Mary Baker Eddy, Charles Finney, Liberalism, Shamans, He-
mans, and hokey New Age believers?).   
 
Shouldn’t we as Christ’s Church in America, secure and heighten our 
defenses against a greater attack in the future?  The first great attacks 
have been primarily on our churches, concerning the truth.  The second 
great wave of attacks could be on our very lives!?  Shouldn’t we use this 
time wisely to prepare spiritually, strong in God’s Word, so that if it does 
happen and we are attacked in a greater way, we will be spiritually 
prepared for it! 
 
This is going to be controversial, but I must say it.  Many of our 
congregations today are weak in the Word of God and like little babies 
spiritually.  Before I go on, measure yourself according to Hebrews 5-6: 
 
Hebrews 5:6-6:2: For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need 
milk, not solid food, 

13 
for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, since he is a child. 
14 

But solid food is for the mature, for those who 
have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good 
from evil. 

 
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not 
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 

2 

and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment.  

 
Notice the message: “powers of discernment constantly practiced and 
trained” and “go on to maturity” in God’s Word!  This is a skill that is 
learned through constant practice over time (5:13).  Many congregations 
today have so weakened themselves with shallow teaching from God’s 
Word that they will not be able to stand in the day of trouble and tribulation 
(I say this from experience).   
 
Many congregations have been so inundated with entertainment and the 
spirit of our age, that when true trouble and tribulation comes, they will be 
numbed to any attacks on truth and error.  Many congregations have been 
influenced more by immature youths who are in essence leading the 
direction of the churches today because youth supposedly bring in 
numbers and make everyone feel good in a certain way.  (Have we 



forgotten the Apostle Paul’s specific teaching about the younger learning 
from the older- -that includes teaching from God’s Word and especially 
with respect to worship and service, see 1 Timothy 1; Titus 2). 
 

In the day that America does have greater trouble and tribulation, 
and our very lives are at stake for our testimony for the Word of God, 
we will have many congregations who will not know God’s Word in 
an in-depth manner; they will be ignorant of any battle against the 
world, and so used to entertainment and comfort that they will not 
conquer; and they will be so spiritually immature that they will cry 

like babies rather than to offer up their life bravely, courageously and 
maturely for Jesus! 

 
When teachers and preachers today do not faithfully feed Christ’s Sheep 
with milk and meat, praying for them to mature, they are not preparing 
them for the tribulation and trouble that will come into their lives.  This is 
evil!  This is like sending an 18-year-old ignorant boy to fight a dangerous 
and devastating war in Vietnam, without any boot camp or hard training 
whatsoever!  That is purely evil! 
 
Ultimately, many today who have not drank deep of God’s Word through 
prayer will not stand in the evil day, but will compromise!  I’m not trying to 
be mean, just realistic and biblical.  We need to repent of our silliness as 
Christians in this world and remind ourselves and our congregations that 
we are the Army of the Victorious-Risen Jesus Christ- -and the gates of 
hell will never prevail as long as we are founded firm and secure upon His 
Holy Word!  
 
We must by God’s grace through His Word, train our hands for battle 

and our fingers for war! (Psalm 144) 
 

God help us! 
 

“The Suffering-Crucifixion-Tribulation-Death-Last-Hour” 
In John 16:4, Jesus speaks of the “Hour” (see also John 13:1; 16:21; 17:1; 
1 John 2:18). This “hour” is a “Suffering-Crucifixion-Tribulation-Death-
Opposition-Last” Hour (Loaded term like a loaded baked potato!).   
 
Jesus refers to “their hour” in John 16:4.  Here is speaking of the world 
that hates the Father and resists his grace and salvation.  Their hour 
would seem to be a victorious hour, particularly as Jesus hangs dying on a 
cross, but this hour would turn to joy in the resurrection. 
 
However, “their hour” would continue after Jesus ascended to the right 
hand of the Father.  For now the opposition of the world that killed Jesus, 



would turn on the disciples and all who confess Jesus’ name.  Jesus is 
preparing them for this hour that has gone on since he ascended. 
 
This “hour” is the time period also called the last days that began with the 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus, when the last days or new creation 
was inaugurated here on this earth.  Read this comparing with 1 John 
2:18: 
 

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

 
Remember that the Apostle John wrote this while he was still alive in the 
early ‘90s AD.  He says “it is the last hour” and that “many antichrists have 
come”.  He says that this is how we know it is the last hour. 
 
The point he is making, based partially on Jesus’ teaching in John 16:4 is 
that this is an hour of tribulation that includes sorrow, weeping, and 
lamenting (16:6, 16, 20-24) as the world spirit hates and opposes the 
Spirit of God within us.   
 

All Christians should understand that the pattern of discipleship in 
this world is“From crucifixion sorrow to resurrection, Holy-Spiritual 

Joy!” 
 

We are to take heart for Christ has truly overcome the world!  
(John 16:33) 

 
Jesus is victorious in his Person and Work on the cross- - he literally won 
the war against the world, flesh and the devil in his glorious resurrection.  
Yet until he returns for his own, his people will suffer similar difficulties and 
tribulation from the world opposition!  Because Satan knows his time is 
short, he opposes God’s truth and his people.  This reality is shown to us 
in the Book of Revelation in chapter 13: 
 
4 
And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they 

worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?" 
5 
And 

the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 

6 
It opened its mouth to utter 

blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 
dwell in heaven. 

7 
Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 

And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 
8 
and all 

who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain. 

9 
If anyone has an 

ear, let him hear: 
10 

If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to 
be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance 
and faith of the saints. 
 

This vision of John is a present tense reality NOW, and negatively affects 
the faith of the Church Militant as they obey Jesus their commanding 



officer by faith.  This is the importance of having a biblical understanding 
of the “last days” or the “last hour”, or the final time period between the 
first coming and second coming of Jesus Christ!   
 
John shows to us the heavenly and spiritual warfare that goes on behind 
the opposition between Christ’s Spirit and the Anti-Christ Spirit of Satan.  
We only feel the awful and terrible pain in the world’s opposition and 
Satan’s temptation; we don’t always remember the truth of what is really 
happening in the war behind the scenes, especially as we are fighting for 
our lives in the trenches. 
 
Remember that the Lamb sits on the throne and that God Almighty reigns 
over history (as revealed in Revelation 4-5), so don’t be tempted to get the 
idea that God is not also in control of Satan and allowing his saints to 
undergo difficulties for his glory and for our good (cf. Romans 8:28-39). 
 
This picture of the tribulation in Revelation 13 that takes place in various 
times and places throughout the end of the age, last days, last hour, or 
between the first and second coming of Christ, is a call for endurance and 
faith of the saints (Rev. 13:10).  It is also a realization of Satan’s desire to 
make war on the saints in the same way he made war on Jesus when he 
was here in the flesh (Rev. 13:7).  In fact, in this war, notice Satan uses all 
who dwell on the earth whose name is not written in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life to oppose the saints! 
 
This is why we always and constantly must remember that the war is not 
against flesh and blood people! 
 

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

 

The Great Tribulation is NOW! 
Despite what some well-meaning teachers have taught about the “great 
tribulation” being merely future, it is always a present reality with Christ’s 
soldier-disciples in these last days.   
 
We must remind ourselves that the last days formally dawned with Jesus’ 
ascension to God’s right hand when he sent forth his Spirit to His Church 
(read carefully Acts 2:14-34).  In these “last days” or the final period before 
the renewal of all things, all of Christ’s disciples will have the difficult 
privilege of suffering with their Savior, and experiencing the tribulation and 
opposition of this world! 
 



The idea of a “great tribulation” to come merely in the future was a 
new teaching and theological invention of a prosperous American 

19th century! 
 
Since the apostles and the early church Fathers, the tribulation has been 
interpreted from Scripture as already taking place in the church once the 
Spirit of God had been received.  The thought of many has been that 
perhaps this tribulation would increase in difficulty and severity, but it was 
unbiblical to try and fit in the “great tribulation” in a nice and neat place in 
the future that happens after a so-called, unbiblical “rapture” (or invisible 
return of Christ), that is never once mentioned in Holy Writ. 
 
Teachings like this that point out attention on the future rather than getting 
us focused on the present can unintentionally cause God’s people to 
wonder if he is indeed reigning, and desire to give up when they 
experience troubling tribulation and suffering in this present Age.   
 
In fact, for some it may come as a surprise (1 Peter 4:12), and they may 
not persevere to the end because they had not been warned.  Let us not 
forget what the Apostle Peter warned the people of in 1 Peter 4:12-18: 
 
1 Peter 4:12-18: Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 

13
 But rejoice 

insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. 

14
 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 

the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
15

 But let none of you suffer as a murderer 
or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 

16
 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him 

not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
17

 For it is time for judgment to 
begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome 
for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

18
 And "If the righteous is scarcely 

saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 

 
The Apostle Peter’s teaching is that the judgment that begins with the 
house of God is a “sanctifying judgment” that makes us more like Christ.  
It is a judgment where God allows us to take part in trials and testing and 
tribulations- - and this should not surprise us, or seem strange (4:12). 
 
The teachings of those who posit a rapture, an invisible return of Christ, as 
well as a “great tribulation” that is merely future, should focus on writing 
fictional novels and avoid trying to interpret the Bible!  Only in prosperous 
America could a doctrine of future tribulation be established as truth. 
 
While many in Christ’s Church are dying (as I write) for their witness, and 
are being persecuted for their stand for Christ, some are making up 
fictional stories of a tribulation that is supposed to happen merely in the 
future!  But the sad irony is that the reason many teachers have the time 
and money to fund and finance such aberrant teachings through their 
writings is that they are not experiencing any real tribulation in Christ! 



 

“Why the Opposition? What Did I Ever Do to the World and 
Satan?” 
Some might ask the question: “Why am I being opposed?” Why must 
Christ’s disciples undergo persecution and tribulation?  If you ask such 
questions, you need to be reminded that it is a great, yet dangerous 
privilege.  When we fight for our country, or for our family, we are identified 
with a flag, or a name that is corporately interpreted by the opposition.   
 
When Adolph Hitler opposed the Allies in WWII, he was not directly and 
personally opposed to my grandfather from America, or your grandfather 
from Britain or Russia.  He was opposed to the flags of America, Britain, 
and Russia, and what it represented corporately to him. 
 
He didn’t merely want to defeat your grandfather personally, but wanted to 
defeat what your grandfather represented in his identity.  When fighter 
pilots hang on the wall of a foreign prison camp to suffer, it is not a 
personal vendetta that the foreign captors are attempting to achieve.  
Rather, it is that the persons hanging on the wall represent opposing 
countries. 
 
When the “McCoy’s” fought the “Hatfield’s”, it didn’t necessarily mean they 
were angry at baby Hatfield.  Rather, baby Hatfield represented their 
opposition. 
 
And so it is with Christ’s people!  Literally in this war there are two 
loyalties, and two worlds.  Christ rules over the world to come and Satan 
rules over this present world.  Christ’s people represent the redeemed of 
God and his grace; Satan’s people represent the unredeemed and those 
who have the number of the beast on their foreheads, who have resisted 
and rejected the living God (Rev. 13-14:3), and who are passing away and 
will be judged with this present world. 
 
According to John 15:22-25, the world and the devil hate us because 
the world and the devil hate the Father.  The world and the devil hate 

Christ’s people just because we are identified with Christ and we 
represent to the world and to the devil Christ’s resurrection-victory 

over the world! 
 
Jesus says that it is not merely that our stand and our hope and our truth 
are opposed to the world.  The reality of the situation is that the world 
hates the true God (15:22-25).   
 

This world is “Anti-God”, and Satanic in the purest sense. 
 



The world system is like one of those people who you always want to be 
near, but who always lets you down and betrays you.  It’s like when you 
were a child and you were drawn to someone who was a bit rebellious and 
“cool” and you ended getting burned in the relationship.  The world will 
always be our deceptive enemy now that we know Christ and are filled 
with His Spirit! 
 
Don’t be deceived, the world and the Devil want to destroy us, cause 
us to sin against our Lord and Father, and give up fighting altogether 

in our tribulation-struggle! 
 
The world system stands opposed to the truth of God’s revelation.  
Remember the passage that the Apostle John writes in 1 John 2:15-27? 
Read it carefully and notice the opposition in this passage between the 
spirit of this present age or world, and the Spirit of God: 
 
1 John 2:15-27: 

15 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 

For all that is in the world- the 
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions- is not 
from the Father but is from the world. 

17 
And the world is passing away along with its 

desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.  
 
18 

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so 
now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 

19 
They 

went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all 
are not of us.  
 
20 

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 
21 

I write to 
you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie 
is of the truth. 

22 
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the 

antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 
23 

No one who denies the Son has the 
Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

24 
Let what you heard from the 

beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too 
will abide in the Son and in the Father. 

25 
And this is the promise that he made to us- 

eternal life. 
26 

I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 
27 

But 
the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that 
anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything- and is 
true and is no lie, just as it has taught you- abide in him. And now, little children, 
abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink 
from him in shame at his coming. 
 

The Anti-Christ spirit of this world opposes the truth that God has given his 
people by His Spirit.  The liar and the one who hates God is the one who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ.  As Jesus has said many times in the 
Gospel of John, if you love me, you love the Father; if you have seen me, 
you have seen the Father.   
 
Jesus is teaching his disciples that the reason the world hates you is 
ultimately because it hates my Father.  In other words, if they love you, or 
see your witness for Christ, the world will hate you in the same way that it 



hated me in putting me to the cross even though I came to bring revelation 
from above!  Jesus is teaching them that they now belong to another 
world; they are no longer citizens of this world, but rather strangers and 
aliens (1 Peter 1:1-4). 
 
In another place in John’s first epistle, he teaches the people who are 
enduring persecution and tribulation how to know the victory that is in 
Christ: 
 
1 John 4:1-6: Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 

2 
By this you know 

the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, 

3 
and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit 

of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 
4 
Little 

children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than 
he who is in the world. 

5 
They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, 

and the world listens to them. 
6 
We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 

whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error. 
 
And so in this reality that “greater is he who is in you, than he who is in the world” we 
know we have victory in Christ over the world, and we know the truth revealed by God.  
But this causes us to be part of the “Great tribulation. 
 

And this is why he sends to us The Spirit of Christ!  Jesus says: 
“It is for your advantage that I go away from you.” 

 
  

Why?  So that the Spirit of Truth will come and lead us to the place where 
Jesus is at the right hand of God in his presence eternally! (John 14; see 
John 14 sermon). 
 
  

The Holy Spirit and the Anti-Christ Spirit of this World 
He is the Spirit of Truth (15:26a)- The Spirit of God is opposed to this 
present ages’ “spirit of falsehood-lies”.  He leads his people into the truth 
of what is truly going on in history.  We see “behind the scenes” if you will 
to know that God is control, ruling over the heavens and the earth, and 
that no matter the difficulty, God has told us the truth of what is really 
happening - -a last ditch effort by the Devil to oppose God Almighty 
himself! 
 

Revelation 12:12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But 
woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, 

because he knows that his time is short!" 

 
  

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe.john.chapters


He is the Spirit of Witness (15:26b)- Martyr-witness (marturew)- A 
witness before the world that the Kingdom of God has come in Jesus. A 
witness through us as we reflect the risen Christ’s glory in this present evil 
age and as we are transformed in our thinking and living by His Word 
(Romans 12:1-2). 
 
  

He is the Spirit Sent by Christ (16:7b)- On the Day of Pentecost, Jesus 
sent forth his Spirit into this present Age and lit up his disciples with the 
fire of God’s presence in order to be true witness-martyrs of his grace in 
this wicked age.  This is the reason why God reveals his churches as 
“lampstands” in the Book of Revelation (Rev. 1:18-20).  God is saying that 
by the Spirit of God you are the lights of the world! 
 
  

He is the Spirit of Conviction (16:8-11; cf; 15:26)- Against the “Ruler of this 
World” (or “present age”). “He will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment.”  
 

The great biblical-theological Herman Ridderbos wrote: “The 
reference here is…to the world being objectively proved wrong in its 

inexcusable unbelief.” 
 

  

The tribulation, last days, or time between Christ’s first and second coming 
is the time of the war between the Spirit of Christ vs. Spirit of Anti-Christ.  
We see this clearly in the next three verses: 
 
He will convict the world “concerning sin” (16:9)- Unbelief and sin- The 
Holy Spirit will reveal the “true nature of the fallen world” and the sinful 
opposition of the world to its Creator. 

 
  

He will convict the world “concerning righteousness” (16:10)- This is 
Jesus’ righteous fulfillment of God’s commands and His completion of His 
Mission (“Mission Accomplished!”.  This can be called the “true nature of 
Jesus’ departure” (victory, rather than defeat!).  Though it seems to the 
disciples that Jesus is going away in defeat, his death-defeat will become 
his resurrection-victory! 
 
  

He will convict the world “concerning judgment” 16:11.  The “Ruler of this 
world, or the ruler of falsehood, error, the Anti-Christ is judged (cf. John 
12:27-31; 14:30; also: Ephesians 2:2; 2 Corinthians 4:4- “prince”/”god”).  
This reveals the “true nature of Jesus’ victory”- - victory over death, hell, 
and the Devil. 



 
The Apostle John has spoken of this judgment over the world in John 
3:16-17 and verse 36 as a judgment that takes place NOW.  This is a 
judgment that is pronounced every time one rejects the Son of God in 
unbelief.  In fact, the awesome and awful wrath of God abides on them! 
 
  
John 3:16-18, 36: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

17
 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 

18
 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God….Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 

 

  

He is the Spirit of Truth (16:13) who points the way to a true 
understanding of God, the world and ourselves as sinners in need of a 
Savior.  The Spirit of truth literally guides or leads us into all truth by his 
grace! 
 
  

He is the Spirit of the Glory of Christ (16:14-15).  The Spirit of God has 
been often called the “Silent Member of the Trinity”.  Perhaps this is 
because his ministry is to point to Jesus Christ and his Person and Work.  
Jesus says here clearly that the work of the Holy Spirit will be pointing His 
own to Jesus for salvation and sanctification. 
 
And so as a father might prepare his family for warfare and tribulation as 
he goes off to fight the war, so Jesus prepares his spiritual family to be 
joyful in the midst of this war and tribulation because the results will be 
successful and sure because of the Father’s faithfulness and love for his 
Son. 
 
Meanwhile in Jesus’ physical absence, the Spiritual Presence of Jesus will 
equip His disciple-followers to stand firm, to fight the good fight by faith, to 
be faithful to their Holy Commanding Officer Joshua-Jesus, to endure 
tribulation, suffering and war for His Name’s sake, and to ultimately 
conquer in the end! 
 
This is the hope of the Spirit of Christ who will help and equip God’s 
people to oppose the Anti-Christ Spirit of this present age that is passing 
away!  As the Apostle Paul wrote at the end of his life, so may all of us be 
able to write and say the same thing because of Christ’s spiritual presence 
by His Spirit: 
 
As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

6 
For I am already being poured out as a drink 



offering, and the time of my departure has come. 
7 

I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

8 
Henceforth there is laid up for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on 
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 
Timothy 4:5-8). 

 

As 1 John 2 teaches, this world is passing away, but the one who does the 
will of the Lord abides forever!  Do you abide in the Lord Jesus Christ by 
faith?  
 
Believe and conquer with HIM; deny him in unbelief and die apart from 
him with your satanic commanding officer (Rev. 20). For this is a true war 
literally between two worlds and you are either an heir of the eternal world 
to come, or you are a slave of the world, flesh, and the devil who is dying 
in judgment upon the battlefield of this world passing away! 
 
Think about it! 
 
CRB 
 
 

 


