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Introduction 
 Today's study will be from John chapter 2, focusing on verses 1-11.  This is the wedding 
feast that is taking place at Cana in Galilee and Jesus and his disciples have been invited 
to attend.  This is the occasion of Jesus' first sign/miracle after he tells his disciples that 
"greater things you shall see" (1:50-51).  Jesus is now beginning to reveal the glory of the 
Father to those who have eyes to see and believe (2:11).  Let us first read the text, then 
we will focus on the meaning and the message of these verses.   
  
This portion of Scripture has been allegorically or unnecessarily spiritualized quite often 
in the history of the Church.  The important thing to remember about interpreting John 
2:1-11 is to keep our eyes on John's purpose in writing (John 20:31- "so that you might 
believe and have life"), and at the same time focusing on how the Person of Jesus Christ 
is revealed, as well as the actual SIGN-ificance of the sign/miracles itself.   
  
We should be careful not to become overly bogged down with the wedding itself because 
it is the backdrop, the background, or location for the sign, although it is specifically 
chosen by Jesus as the first place for his sign and therefore does have some significance 
for understanding the SIGN-ificance of the sign of Jesus' changing water into wine.  Yet, I 
believe the priority of the text is on the sign itself in the water changing to wine. 
  
John 2:1-11 
2:1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 

2 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.  

 
3 
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." 

4 

And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has 
not yet come." 

5 
His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."  

 
6 
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 
Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with 

water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 

And he said to them, "Now draw some 
out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it. 

9 
When the master of the 

feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 

10 
and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now."  
 
11 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. 
And his disciples believed in him. 

12 
After this he went down to Capernaum, with 

his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few 
days.  
  
In our passage today, we will consider the following outline as a help for what occurs at 
the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee: 
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1.  Transition from the Old Covenant way of doing things to the New way fulfilled and 
replaced in Jesus.  We can say here that “the new has come (in Jesus)…the old has 
passed away!” (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17). 

 
2. Transforming New Creation power in the presence of Jesus through his sign of 
turning water to wine.  We see the transforming power of the New Creation in our 
lives even today, just as Jesus changed the water into wine, he changes us by the power 
of his transforming Spirit (2 Cor. 5:17: “The old things have passed away!”). 

 
3. Transfer of end-times blessings of abundant wine flowing to God’s people to the 
present. What was expected at the end of time by the Prophets is dawning NOW in the 
Person of Jesus.  We today see the transfer of end-times blessings of joy to us by His 
Spirit as Jesus sustains us by his Holy Joy because He has poured out his love on us by 
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:3-5)! 

 
4. Translation of sign which is to show forth and reveal God’s glory to those who have 
eyes to “SEE” in Jesus revealed in a little ‘ol town called Cana in Galilee.  Jesus is 
revealing his glory even here although his time has not fully come to reveal his glory 
(John 17:1-5). 
  
 
What are signs in John?  What is their purpose?  
Let us first understand how the Apostle John uses signs in his gospel.  Simply put, the 
signs Jesus does before the crowd is not so he can "amaze him with his magic" as a 
clown might do at another celebration like this.  Rather, the signs of Jesus are to point to 
something greater.  For instance, when you see a sign that says “Disney World” at the 
side of the road, you don’t get out of your car and stand in line for the roller coaster! Do 
you?!  Well, don’t!  Rather, the sign points to something greater. 
 
It is an outward manifestation of God’s presence with us!  Jesus’ signs reveals his “God-
ness”, His divinity, His power that only the Creator and Redeemer could or would have!  
Signs point to the reality, they are not the reality themselves! 
 
The sign here of the wine points to the greater reality that God's abundant grace and joy 
is breaking into this present age in order to bring eschatological gifts and blessings to the 
people of God.   
  
A Wedding with No Wine: "What! No Wine? What Kind of Wedding Feast is This 
Anyway?!" 
This occasion of the wedding feast was a Messianic Moment, or omnipotent opportunity 
for Jesus’ first sign.  Weddings are joyous celebrations and occasions.  Everyone loves a 
beautiful wedding, where two are gathered before God and man to be united in holy 
matrimony (a creation ordinance).  We especially like a wedding with lots of food, drink, 
fellowship and dancing- -it is a joyous occasion for all, but especially for the bride and 
groom.  As many brides and grooms are informed by "Aunt Lilly" as she pinches your 
cheeks: "This the first day of the rest of your lives together!" 
  
All weddings are new days, new beginnings for the bride and the groom.  This wedding in 
Cana of Galilee is like that, but rather than merely be a new day for the bride and the 
groom, this is the new day when Jesus, God in flesh, begins to show forth and reveal his 
glory through signs.  This wedding is not merely a new day for the bride and groom, but a 
new day for all- - the beginning of a new creation, a new testament, a fulfillment and 
replacement of the Old that is now passing away.  We see the more of the transition of 
the Old Covenant to the New that the Apostle John wants us to understand. 
  



However, this new day for the bride and groom was about to be destroyed.  All of the joy 
and the festivities were about to come to a screeching halt when someone realizes that 
all the wine has been consumed by those at the party!  May it never be! 
  
Now understand that wedding feasts such as this one lasted for days and it was the 
responsibility of the bridegroom's family to take care of the food and wine at the feast.  If 
this was not done successfully and properly it could have meant the shame of the family 
in this culture, but it could have also resulted in a lawsuit against the bridegroom's family 
from the bride's family.  This could literally have caused a division in the two families.  
This is a very serious matter.  This is the context that John is communicating concerning 
the wedding. 
 
"Here Comes the Bride..." 
It is SIGN-ificant that Jesus was at a wedding when he showed forth his first sign 
(although as I said in the beginning, we don't want to unnecessarily spiritualize certain 
things, we can draw implications from this).  What can we learn about the imagery of 
weddings and marriage in Scripture?  Weddings are part of both the Old and the New 
Covenant time periods, but will not be necessary when the time will come for the 
restoration, or regeneration of all things (Matt. 19).  Weddings and wedding feasts are 
also symbolic in the Old and New Covenants as descriptions between God and His 
People, Christ and His Bride.  Jesus honors the guest with his presence as well as with 
his gifts at this special banquet. 
 
  
ESV 

Isaiah 62:1-5: For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I 
will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her 
salvation as a burning torch. 

2 
The nations shall see your righteousness, and all 

the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 
LORD will give. 

3 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a 

royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My Delight 
Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall 
be married. 

5 
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons 

marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 
rejoice over you. 
 
Mark 2:19-22: And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating 
with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, "Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?" 

17 
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who 

are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 

18 
Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 

And people came and said to him, "Why do John's disciples and the disciples of 
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?" 

19 
And Jesus said to them, "Can 

the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 

20 
The days will come when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day.  
  
Wedding imagery also reminds us of the wedding feast of the Lamb that will come when 
the Bride of Christ is united eternally with the Bridegroom full of grace and truth! 
  
ESV 

Revelation 19:1-9: After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong 
to our God, 

2
 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 

prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the 
blood of his servants." 

3
 Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from 

her goes up forever and ever." 
4
 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 



creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, 
"Amen. Hallelujah!" 

5
 And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, 

all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great." 
6
 Then I heard what 

seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 

7
 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8
 it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"- for the fine linen is 
the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9
 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed 

are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, 
"These are the true words of God."  
  
People have over-spiritualized these verses, and in response to this we need to 
emphasize the physical as well!  Let us appreciate the spiritual truths the Apostle John 
reveals by focusing as best as possible on John’s purpose, but let us also “physicalize” 
and appreciate God’s true presence in the flesh, showing forth his glory in the making 
water into wine!  What I am saying is that although the wedding feast is important, it is 
kept in the background during the entire passage in order to focus our attention on the 
Person and Work of Jesus Christ and what He is actually doing and communicating by 
this first sign. 
 
I believe the main focus in  these verses is the wine and what it represents in 
Jesus’ sign, as well as the meaning of the hour that Jesus informs his mother Mary 
about.   
 
Wine Imagery In Scripture 
Abundant wine symbolized abundant joy to the Israelites.  Abundant wine meant joyous 
occasions, reason to feast and celebrate (abundant wine doesn't imply a drunken party, it 
implies a big, crowded, festive occasion, or party)!  Like when we see baubles, bangles 
and bells at Christmas, or decorations hanging with evergreen wreathes and bright red, 
we think of joy, celebration, feasting. 
 
Jesus will produce what was desperately needed at this joyous wedding (that was about 
to become an extremely dour occasion), and he will show forth his glory in this first 
miracle so that those who have eyes to see might see that the end times, the last days, 
the beginning of the New Creation is dawning!  What was expected by the Prophets as 
something to occur on the Last Day, Jesus is causing to occur in the beginning of the 
Last Days, because these Last Days begin with Jesus' work, then continue into the Day 
of Pentecost, the giving of His Spirit, on up to this very day.  Jesus is transferring end 
times blessings to the present in this sign. 
 
 
No Wine Until it is Time 
Yet, before Jesus does this miracle, his mother Mary informs him of the situation, and he 
has to remind him that he is on a different time-table, or clock or expectation than she is 
on.  He will also communicate something else we want to notice with regard to his 
mother.  So, what does Jesus mean when he says "My hour has not yet come?" 
  
In the 70s and 80s, after Orson Welles had been all but forgotten as the great movie 
director/auteur that he was, he took a gig working on 'Paul Masson Wine' commercials 
(well, he was hungry I imagine -- poor guy didn't even direct the commercial).  Well, in 
this wine commercial, Orson Welles makes it known that at Paul Masson Winery, they 
will sell no wine until it is time.  Thus, the focus was on the long process of farming, 
growing, picking, smashing, fermenting, until it was time to bottle it into the wine 
container.   
  



Similarly, Jesus is saying against his mother Mary's request to make some wine, that he 
cannot do what he wants to do on his own schedule, but must remember he is on a 
Messianic Mission to save His people and to perform signs only at the right time.  His 
period from his birth, baptism, to the beginning of his ministry was governed by the 
Sovereignty of God and His plan to save a people.  He could do no miracle until it was 
time.  As the vinedresser or farmer waits for the time to pick the grapes in order to make 
wine, so Jesus must wait on the Father in his Messianic Mission for the precise time. 
 
“Hour” in John (2:4) 
Because John records the words Jesus used to tell his mother as "hour" or "time", we 
should understand the Apostle John's use of time.  What does he mean by "my hour" or 
"my time"?  What should be understood about John’s thinking as he is writing his gospel 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is that the “time” that was spoken of in the Old 
Covenant concerning the last days, the final days, the hour, the end times generally were 
breaking in with the coming of Jesus (in what Paul calls the “fullness of the times”- Gal. 
4:4).  Here are the uses of the words "hour" or "time" in John's Gospel.   
  
Notice the use of "NOW-Time" as well as "NOT YET-Time": 
 
 
John 2:4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour 
has not yet come." 
 
John 4:21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
 
John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. 
 
John 5:25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 
 
John 5:28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice 
 
John 7:30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because 
his hour had not yet come. 
 
John 8:20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 
 
John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified." 
  
Eschatological Time 
Let us consider Jesus' "hour" or "time" first with regard to the general eschatological 
teaching of John and the other New Covenant writers of Scripture, then look at the "hour" 
or "time" of Jesus' mission more specifically as it has to do with his life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension and the sending forth of His Spirit to His people. 
  
Eschatology is the study of the “end times”, but not as we often think in popular circles.  
Eschatology is about the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom in the incarnation and sending of 
the Spirit of the New Creation/ New Age/ New Covenant.   
 



When we use ‘eschatology’ we must understand it has more to do with the limited context 
of our own future here in the 20

th
 century.  Rather, eschatology encompasses all of God’s 

saving historical activity of his people since the Garden of Eden in Gen. 3:15 and how it 
works out or is being fulfilled in real space and time history (thus the reason why it is 
often called "redemptive-history", or "salvation history", or "heilsgeschichte" for those who 
want a new big word).  In other words, eschatology should be viewed from the 
perspective of the first promise of the gospel into the future (which is the past, present 
and the future), as it is coming to fulfillment ultimately in Christ. 
 
When Jesus comes, there is the final chapter if you will of this saving history 
("redemptive-history"), for the final prophet, priest and king has come.  This is the One 
who was promised to come in the last days.  The “last days” are longer than anyone 
realized and they are dawning in the ministry of Jesus extending to this very day.  Other 
people have understood this eschatological time in the phrase "Already, Not Yet".  This 
means that many things concerning the last days are already happening in Jesus 
(abundant wine of blessing at wedding feast, giving of the Holy Spirit), but much is "not 
yet", or yet to come (abundant wine of blessing at wedding feast of the Lamb when all 
has been renewed, and the full dwelling with God in His presence for eternity).   
  
Eschatology is about two worlds, two ages, a new creation and an old creation 
overlapping one another.  You see when Jesus came the New Covenant, New Creation 
was dawning IN the old creation, and the Old Covenant as well as the old order of things 
began to pass away.  On the LAST and final DAY of Christ's return, he will finish this.  
The New Creation will be fully realized (Rev. 19-22), and the Old Creation will be ended 
permanently (no more sin, sickness, death, and the Devil). 
 
What’s going on with Christians today? How can we practically understand John's 
"eschatological time"?  Well, as Christians, we are like astronauts preparing to go to 
another world, say the moon or another planet.  Astronauts prepare by living here as if 
they are living there.  They do certain things in preparation for the other world.  Jesus has 
sent forth the Spirit of God, literally the Spirit of the New Creation to transform us, make 
us new, prepare us for another place.  We go through rigorous training like the 
astronauts, as we prepare here to go there.  We live as if we will always be here, 
influencing thinking, culture, politics, but we truly are preparing to live somewhere else. 
 
Jesus has gone ahead of us “as it were” to the other world (the New Creation).  He sends 
forth the Spirit of God to train and teach us now.   
  
More specifically, in light of our general understanding of eschatological time, Jesus’ 
‘hour’ or 'time' points ultimately to his glorification (John 17), but his glorification 
encompasses the whole of his ministry, and climaxes, or comes to ultimate fulfillment in 
his death and resurrection because his death secures our entry into the other world- - the 
New Creation. 
 
That is why he can say the 'hour' or 'time' is coming (on the LAST DAY when he returns 
for us to go to the other world, or to be in his presence) and the 'hour' or 'time' is NOW as 
we live by His Spirit for him.  Jesus is telling Mary that his time of glorification is not yet, 
but it is beginning here as he turns water into wine in a glorious sign of the Last Days! 
 
From Mother of Christ to Disciple of Christ 
 
What are we to make of Jesus' response to his mother as she tells him to make wine and 
he says "What does that have to do with me?"  The implication is that Mary his special 
mother and part of the ministry God favored her with, must now go from self-assertion 
to submission to Jesus' will!   
  



Mary’s ministry as mother is now ending and she is to become his obedient disciple 
(another important transition in John).  Mary is going from being mother to being his 
disciple.  This was already gently communicated to her earlier in Jesus' life by Simeon: "A 
sword will pierce your own heart", as well as when Jesus was found in the temple with 
the elders and wise men rather than following his parents back home to Nazareth.  Jesus 
said to them: "Didn't you know that I had to be in my Father's house?"  Mary's new 
position as disciple is actually greater than that as mother (cf. Matthew 11:1-14- "those 
who do the will of my Father are greater than John the Baptist!"). 
 
Jesus has a different time-table than we do.  As His disciples, we must wait upon the 
Lord’s good timing.  David said: “Wait upon the LORD, be of good courage and he shall 
strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, upon the LORD.” 
 
Jesus’ Messianic Mission is from God and is to be directed from God and by God and not 
allow others to interfere in his mission to save those who believe.  There is only one 
Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus—not Mary.  Mary cannot even 
appeal to the sacred heart of Jesus in the flesh, she surely cannot do so now He is 
glorified! 
 

The Wine of God’s Good Grace Overflowing Abundantly for His People 
6 
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 
Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with 

water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 

And he said to them, "Now draw some 
out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it. 

9 
When the master of the 

feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 

10 
and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now."  
  
A culture of technology, a microwave-mentality and immediate-urgency culture will 
not fully appreciate this miracle- - we can change water to wine today – but this is an 
agricultural community.  These people knew how long the grapes must grow, how the soil 
had to be just right, the temperature just right, the right amount of rain to come from 
heaven, the right time of picking, crushing and then a time of fermentation – this was a 
long, drawn out process, but Jesus provides perfect wine in a moment’s notice. 
 
 
Wine symbolized God’s continuous, day-by-day care through the process of 
making this drink in a culture where water was scarce.  When wine came to the 
mind of an Israelite it was something that was joyous, making the heart merry, 
something for festive occasions, but a provision for everyday, a food, a richness 
that symbolized God’s eternal city and the feast that was to come in the New 
Heavens and the New Earth.   
  
Notice this in the following Scriptures: 
ESV 

Psalm 104:14 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man 
to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from the earth 

15
 and wine to gladden the 

heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen man's heart. 
 

ESV 
Genesis 27:28 May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness of the 

earth and plenty of grain and wine. 
 

ESV 
Jeremiah 48:33 Gladness and joy have been taken away from the fruitful land of 

Moab; I have made the wine cease from the winepresses; no one treads them with 
shouts of joy; the shouting is not the shout of joy. 



 
ESV 

Joel 2:24 "The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with 
wine and oil. 
  
Moses’ first miracles was changing water to blood in Exodus in order to bring a curse on 
Egypt; Jesus’ the One who brings fullness of grace and truth (1:18), turns water into 
wine in order to bring blessing to His people. [Ridderbos- Theology of John].  Here we 
see the transfer of end times, or last days blessings to the present in the Person of 
Jesus Christ.  Another Old Testament scholar named Richard Crashaw wrote: “the water 
recognized its Creator and blushed.” 
 
Notice the following Old Testament passages on the abundance of wine and how this 
signified God's blessing and ultimate picture of His dwelling with his people.  The context 
of these Scriptures are prophetic pronouncements of what the future eschatological 
blessings will be like (see above for eschatological time)!  The scriptures are found 
in Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13, 14; Jeremiah 31:12: 
 
Joel 3:15 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. 

16 

The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and 
the earth quake. But the LORD is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to the people of 
Israel. 

17 
"So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who dwells in Zion, my holy 

mountain. And Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall never again pass through it. 
18 

"And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with 
milk, and all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with water; and a fountain shall come 
forth from the house of the LORD and water the Valley of Shittim. 
 
Amos 9:11 "In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, 

12 
that they may 

possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by my name," declares 
the LORD who does this. 

13 
"Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when 

the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. 

14 
I will 

restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens 
and eat their fruit. 

15 
I will plant them on their land, and they shall never again be uprooted 

out of the land that I have given them," says the LORD your God. 
 
Jeremiah 31:12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be 
radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, 
and they shall languish no more. 
 
Over 120-150 gallons of water turned into wine!  Greater things than this will you see! 
  
 
Jesus' Glory 
11 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him. 

12 
After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 

and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.  
 
Jesus revealed his glory, and his disciples believed him.  What was carved into the 
hearts of the disciples was the joyous day of celebration and feasting when God would 
permanently dwell with man!  This day would be a day of celebration, feasting, full of joy 
and blessing!  It was to be a Day like no other, when they shall sit at the table with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, taking part in God's feast and in 
the abundance of wine and milk that he has so graciously and abundantly provided! 



  
This day had dawned, this day had begun in Jesus Christ.  This new day was not only a 
new day for the wedding couple at the feast, this was a new day for all who believed!  It is 
important to note that the disciples placed their faith "in HIM".  They believed Jesus was 
the One who "exegetes" or makes the Father known (1:18) and that the banquet, the 
feast, the celebration had begun! 
  
However, as they grow and understand their Lord as learners, lovers and livers (see last 
week's study on John 1:35-51), they realized that they were getting a foretaste of Jesus' 
glory while he was with them in the flesh, but that one day he would have to leave them 
(John 14-16 that we will do in a few weeks, Lord willing).  He would say that the time to 
mourn is now, but that the joy that he would give them in the Holy Spirit would be 
abundant and provide what they needed until He returned for them, and all who believe, 
on the Last and Final Day. 
  
The same transforming power of Jesus that changed water into wine also changes us 
into new creations!  He comes into our hearts by His Spirit and regenerates us and 
renews us and fills us with His Holy Spirit so that we will be like him!  What a transforming 
power we see each day as we begin to more and more awaken to the reality of the new 
creation of which we are a part and we are filled with the joy of Christ's Spirit! 
  
The Holy Spirit has been given to God's people in abundance as the joy that is beyond 
measure!  In this world characterized by sin and misery, we do experience tribulation and 
suffering, but we are to be of good cheer, for Jesus has overcome the world.  Jesus gives 
abundantly what we need to provide eschatological joy for our journey to the New 
Heavens and the New Earth, and so that each and every day, despite our troubles and 
the difficulties in which we go through, we can know that his joy is our strength! 
 
The purpose of John's Gospel is in John 20:31.  It says: “These things are written so that 
you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that by believing you may have life in His 
name.” 
 
Do you believe? Do you have life? Do you see? Do you have the eschatological joy of 
eternal life in the Spirit? 
 
Blessed is he who believes and is invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb!  Read the 
parable below on the great wedding feast that is to come!  Jesus has provided those who 
believe a wedding garment to cover our unrighteousness! 
 
 
ESV 

Matthew 22:1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 
2
 "The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 
3
 and sent his 

servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
4
 

Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.' 

5
 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business, 
6
 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, 

and killed them. 
7
 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 

murderers and burned their city. 
8
 Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is 

ready, but those invited were not worthy. 
9
 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to 

the wedding feast as many as you find.' 
10

 And those servants went out into the roads 
and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. 

11
 "But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 

had no wedding garment. 
12

 And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without 
a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 

13
 Then the king said to the attendants, 



'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

14
 For many are called, but few are chosen." 

 
So, what did we learn and see in Jesus' first sign in John 2:1-11?  We saw the following: 
 
1. A Transition from the Old Covenant way of doing things to the New way fulfilled and 
replaced in Jesus. 
 
2. A Transforming New Creation power in the presence of Jesus through his sign of 
turning water to wine. 
 
3. Transfer of end-times blessings of abundant wine flowing to God’s people to the 
present. 
 
4. Translation of sign which is to show forth and reveal God’s glory to those who have 
eyes to “SEE” in Jesus revealed in a little ‘ol town called Cana in Galilee. 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 

  



 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

 
"WINE, WHIPS, AND WHAT IS WITHIN A MAN"- PART II 

JOHN 2:13-25: "GOD'S TEMPLE-HOUSE" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
Introduction 
 
Our study today is from John chapter 2:13-25.  Last week we learned the importance of 
understanding the first sign of Jesus turning water into wine as a transition from the Old 
to New Covenant, revealing the transforming power of the New Creation, as well as the 
transfer of end times blessings to the present in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  
We looked at John 2:1-11 and began to consider the signs that Jesus does for us which 
John records so that we might believe and in his name have life eternal (John 20:31). 
  
We will look at the temple and worship of God and how Jesus brings new light and New 
Covenant understanding to his people as the glory of God fills the temple of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ, then passes out of the temple to focus the people's worship on 
himself.  The old is passing away....behold, the new has come! 
  
What is the important about someone's presence?  Well, what makes a haunted house 
"haunted"? What makes a lonely night at home "lonely"?  Well, in both cases, the house 
is without someone else's presence.  With regard to the haunted house, there is no one 
familiar occupying space (or is there!!??).  Occupying space is important for us as time-
space people.  A mere building, an external structure with "no one home" is cold, 
impersonal, and without appeal to us no matter how beautiful it is on the outside.  How 
many large exquisite mansions with manicured lawns and pools are full of lonely hearted 
people wishing that they had someone's presence to make their lives better!  A lonely 
evening is lonely because there is no one special at home or in our presence. 
  
Presence is important to us as relational beings!  Especially when it comes to our 
relationship with God and His presence with us.  God's presence keeps us from fear and 
the unknown.  God's presence reminds us of his faithfulness to dwell with his people 
permanently which was his covenantal promise all through redemptive history!  God's 
presence was made known to his people in different ways, but ultimately and 
consummately God reveals his Immanuel-Presence "with us" in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.   
  

The Immanuel-Presence creates true worship and service from our hearts.  It 
prevents us, because of His grace, from merely going through the external motions 

and emotions, but helps us to seek him with all of our heart! 
  
He will never leave us nor forsake us because He has determined to be with those who 
believe!  Let us read our passage from John 2:13-25 as we consider in more detail God's 
presence among his people in Jesus Christ and the lack of belief when God himself 
comes in the flesh! 
  
John 2:13-25 
ESV 

John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

14 
In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 

pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15 

And making a whip of cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the 
coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 

16 
And he told those who 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


sold the pigeons, "Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a 
house of trade." 

17 
His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your 

house will consume me." 
18 

So the Jews said to him, "What sign do you show us 
for doing these things?" 

19 
Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up." 
20 

The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 

21 
But he was speaking 

about the temple of his body. 
22 

When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 

23 
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 

But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 

and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in 
man. 
  
 
Redeemed for Worship and Service 
True and real religion comes from the heart!  It comes from a heart captured by God’s 
grace and presence, and then externally manifests itself in one's life, thanksgiving, 
service, and worship.  The people of God have always been called and redeemed by 
God to worship him.  God redeems a people in order to glorify Himself and to magnify His 
glory as He is present among a people.  In fact, from the time of the Exodus with Moses, 
the main goal or intent of God's redemption was so that his people might worship him! 
Exodus 7:16 And you shall say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent 
me to you, saying, "Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness. 
But so far, you have not obeyed." Exodus 8:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in 
to Pharaoh and say to him,'Thus says the LORD, "Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. 
 

God redeems his people for service and worship today as well.  Redemption is 
provided by God so that ultimately His presence can be made know in our hearts 

and we can worship him in spirit and truth.   
  
The external manifestation, or the house of God where worship takes place has been 
revealed in various forms throughout redemptive-history.  God dwelled with man in the 
garden, after the Exodus from Egypt God dwelled with his people in the tabernacle (Ex. 
25-34), in the time of David and Solomon, a house was built for God, a temple for Him to 
dwell in among his people. 
  
The purpose for this dwelling with his people, was so that his people might be close to 
their God, in communion with him, offering to him their sacrifices for sin, praying to him 
for help and assistance and worshiping him in spirit and truth.  The temple was a house 
for God where he would live, or abide, or dwell with his people here.  Over time and 
because of disobedience, the people of God sacrificed true worship from the hearts and 
exchanged them for mere forms and external manifestations that went through the 
motions without being tied to true love and emotion for God himself. 
  
The Prophet Jeremiah reminds the people of God before the exile of the importance of 
considering their worship and their hearts before God before they merely go through the 
motions of worshiping him in His holy temple: 
  
Jeremiah 7:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 

2
 "Stand in the gate 

of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the 
LORD, all you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship the LORD. 

3
 Thus 

says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I 
will let you dwell in this place. 

4
 Do not trust in these deceptive words: 'This is the 

temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.' 
5
 "For if you 



truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with 
another, 

6
 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed 

innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own 
harm, 

7
 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your 

fathers forever. 
8
 "Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 

9
 Will you steal, 

murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other 
gods that you have not known, 

10
 and then come and stand before me in this 

house, which is called by my name, and say, 'We are delivered!'- only to go on 
doing all these abominations? 

11
 Has this house, which is called by my name, 

become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the 
LORD. 

12
 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at 

first, and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 
13

 And now, 
because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and when I spoke to 
you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, 

14
 

therefore I will do to the house that is called by my name, and in which you trust, 
and to the place that I gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 

15
 And I 

will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of 
Ephraim.  
  
The Prophet Jeremiah reminded the people of God that because of their sins, God would 
not dwell among them if they were merely externally worshiping him, rather than truly 
worshiping him from the heart.  In fact, they thought that God would never destroy his 
Temple-House, but they didn't understand that for God to dwell with man was an act of 
His free grace whereby he could at any time remove his presence if he so chose. 
  
After much warning from the prophets to God's people, God allows them to be exiled into 
Assyria and then Babylon.  The glory of God, or the presence of God, departs from His 
Temple-House itself (Ezekiel 10).  But God promises that he will one day change his 
people's hearts and give them true hearts of worship (Ezekiel 36), as well as come and 
permanently dwell with them in a temple that is beyond their comprehension (read 
Ezekiel 40-48).  In Ezekiel 36, God speaks through the prophet concerning the day when 
his people will be given true hearts of worship: 
  
Ezekiel 36:23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been 
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the 
nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 

24
 I will take you from the nations and 

gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 
25

 I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from 
all your idols I will cleanse you. 

26
 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 

will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. 

27
 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
28

 You shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
  
The Temple of God and the Presence of God in the Person of Jesus 
The Jewish Temple through history was the external, visible fixture of Israel’s worship.  It 
revealed externally the worship of God that was to come from the hearts of God's people.  
The Temple was the place of God’s presence and glory.  It had been corrupted over time 
in the Old Covenant and now Jesus, God in the flesh, comes to cleanse the temple and 
declares that he is raising a new and permanent one in its place.  It is important to realize 
that now God has come to dwell, not in a Temple-House, but in our flesh: 
  
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 



Our Scripture in John 2:13-25 shows Jesus as the One who is God in the flesh, the One 
who reveals the glory of God and the One who returns to His Temple-House to find it full 
of moneychangers and salesmen rather than true worshippers!  Jesus 
possesses ultimate authority as God in the worship and service of the Father and in 
these verses, he illustrates through his SIGN-ificant sign, that the old way of meeting with 
God, represented in the temple, is being replaced by worship of God in spirit and truth 
(more on this in John 4).   
  
As the Jews failed to submit to his teaching- - His Word (see study on John 1:19ff)- -and 
were drifting from under the authority of his word, so they are not under his authority with 
regards to worship and service.  They were doing what was right in their own eyes as the 
people of God did over and over in the Old Covenant (see Book of Judges).  Jesus 
comes to cleanse the Temple-House, the external place for the worship of God, and calls 
them to look to Him now for access to God in true worship and service.  This is an 
extremely ironic situation John records for us. 
 
Irony of Ironies! 
How is Irony used in the Gospel of John?: 3 categories of Biblical irony- (1) verbal 
irony, saying the opposite of what one intends; (2) situational irony, when a situation is 
the opposite of what one expects or what is appropriate; (3) dramatic irony, when a 
reader or audience knows more than characters in a story do (the last two are frequent in 
the Bible) (see Ryken, Wilhoit, and Longman, ‘The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery’).   
  
In this story, we have dramatic irony.  The people of God are going about the worship of 
God, particularly in celebrating the Passover.  When God actually comes to them in the 
flesh, they do not recognize him and in fact this will be what they will use to accuse him 
and to ultimately have him crucified and killed!   
  

So, we ask ourselves, who are those in the Old Covenant Temple-House of 
God worshipping with all of these sacrifices if the only way to God, the only truth 

concerning God, and the only life from God is being rejected in the Person of 
Jesus?! 

 
The Passover and the Past-Over 
Jesus is God’s glory in flesh in the temple and he is driving out (physically) the idolatry, 
worship of Money/Mammon rather than the worship of God.  This is what happens when 
worship is not directed by the Word of God alone.  Notice the ironic sadness revealed in 
this passage.   
  
The Jews are celebrating the Passover, when God passed over the homes that had 
blood on the doorposts in the Exodus from Egypt.  Now, God does not merely 
Passover, but actually passes through the very Temple dedicated to his name and 
the Jews are deaf and blind to this reality.  They continued sacrificing their oxen, 
sheep and pigeons, while the true and final sacrifice slipped through their hands 
and they would ultimately put this one to death because of his claims to have 
authority over the worship and service of God! 
  
Business and Religion: Moneychanging, Animal Sales, and a Big Kahuna Burger! 
Who are the moneychangers?  Moneychanging and selling animals were legitimate 
businesses that were needed for all those traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover and worship the living God.  People needed to purchase cattle, sheep, pigeons, 
and doves in order to make a sacrifice for their sins.  There would be moneychangers, 
those who would change the currency of the coinage that was appropriate for temple tax, 
as well as those selling animals for sacrifices, conveniently set up in many small towns 
along the way up to Jerusalem.   
  



However, these salesmen and moneychangers had literally set up shop in the temple 
itself!  Rather than hearing prayers offered up to God and realizing the holy presence of 
the living God who would come and dwell there in the temple, these men were selling 
their wares.  Jesus grabs some cord (perhaps from the cloth that was hung over a camel 
or donkey's back for traveling, or perhaps there was more selling going in a variety of 
wares), and makes a whip out of it.  He chases out the animals, the salesmen and the 
moneychangers and refers to the prophecy of Jeremiah claiming that they have made his 
Father's Temple-House a "house of merchandise".   
 
There is nothing wrong with moneychanging and animal sales, it was the location chosen 
for the business!  Lay-a-way has its place, but not in the Temple-House of God!  The 
moneychanging and animal sales would have been convenient for business and religion.  
It would have helped God to be more accessible in worship.  Heck, every now and then I 
get hungry after worship and it would be nice to have a Burger King or a Big Kahuna 
Burger located in the church building!   
  
Why not?  I mean, it would be a nice marriage of business and religion, I could truly have 
it "my way" and then follow my burger with a sip of a delicious beverage.  Why, it would 
even improve attendance, making God more accessible if we had one of these burger 
stands!  People could come eat, drink, then get up to worship! (Does anyone hear a 
reference from Exodus 32?).  In response to this mixing of business and religion, Jesus 
responds with a House-Cleaning program.  The disciples remember that 'zeal for his 
Father's House consume him'! 
  
Psalm 69:6-10 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, O Lord 
GOD of hosts; let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, O 
God of Israel. 

7 
For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach, that dishonor has 

covered my face. 
8 
I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my 

mother's sons. 
9 
For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of 

those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
10 

When I wept and humbled my soul 
with fasting, it became my reproach. 
  

Think back to the famous “Golden Calf Incident” in Israel’s history (Ex. 32).  God 
was pleased to dwell with his people in a tabernacle (Ex. 25-31) that Moses was 
taught to oversee and build.  The minute Moses turns his back, the people have 

their first worship service- -a service of idolatry!  The temple was for God’s 
worship, they had made it a place of trade.  They are selling rather than serving.  
They are taking rather than giving! Notice that in this incident as well as in the 

‘Golden Calf incident’ that both attempts were to make God accessible. 
 
In the ‘Golden Calf incident’ Aaron and the people wanted to see God, make him 
accessible.  These businessmen in the temple are trying to help the people traveling from 
afar so that they can worship God, so again there is an attempt at making God more 
accessible.  We too today in the name of convenience and accessibility have oftentimes 
perverted the worship of God.   
  
In fact, in the last few years we have seen the growth and prominence of what is called 
"seeker-sensitive" churches (these are not new, but a rehashing of a worldly business-
religion in the name of Christianity that Charles Spurgeon also fought against in the 19th 
century in what came to be known as the 'Down-grade Controversy'). 
  
Read (and weep!) this article on 'Peddling God' from an issue of SMM: Sales & 
Marketing Management (March 2002): "Seeker churches try to appeal to the millions of 
adults who don't regularly attend church- - people who may harbor religious beliefs and 
feelings, but who are either intimidated by or simply turned off by churches....This new 
breed of church is marketing to prospects and working with customers- -also referred to 



as attendees- - to ensure that their needs and wants are satisfied...To get people in the 
door and attending services, they'll resort to any marketing and sales tactic.  
  
'Getting a flyer at Burger King can matter drastically in reaching people who are 
searching for God but haven't really had anybody come through their lives to give them 
direction,' says David Jordan Allen, Family Christian Center's marketing director, who 
adds that the local Taco Bell, McDonald's, and other restaurant chains now are looking to 
establish marketing tie-ins with the church.  'It works. Of the three thousand or so people 
who come to our shows, several hundred come up to the altar afterward and accept 
Christ as their savior'." [my emphasis added in italics/underline]. 
  
Can you see that this is exactly what the Temple-House of God in Jerusalem had 
become when Jesus came to clean house!  The reason the moneychangers and the 
salesmen were in the Temple was to encourage the worship of God.  It was to help make 
God conveniently accessible.  Much false worship has always been with good intentions.  
For example, the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, were worshiping God in a way that 
was convenient and accessible for the people and fire from God consumed them 
(Numbers 3)!  In fact, it is described as "unauthorized fire"!  Uzzah didn't want the Ark of 
God to fall into mud so he grabbed hold of it so it wouldn't fall into the mud and God's 
wrath was poured out on his arrogant impiety (2 Sam. 6). 
  
However, the worship of God stemmed from disobedience rather than a heart captured 
by God's grace and submitted to His Word!  These incidents of false worship were 
against God's will and revelation of himself.  It is up to God how he wants to be 
worshipped and approached and we must be obedient to this by His grace whether it is 
"convenient" or "accessible" or "seeker-sensitive" or not!  Just one comment (although I 
am tempted to make many):  The ultimate problem with seeker-sensitive is found in both 
of the words used: "seeker" and "sensitive".  
  

First of all, according to God's clear revelation in Scripture, no man seeks after 
God (Romans 3:10-23), and Jesus says the Father is actually the One seeking true 

worshippers (John 4:22ff), so there is no such thing as a "seeker" except in the 
living God himself!  Secondly, the word "sensitive" sounds nice, but what it 

reveals is a sensitivity to sinners who are rebellious idolaters in reality, who want 
to worship in their own way, and not God's way!   

  
When thinking about the worship service at your congregation, always say to you and the 
other committee members: "Remember the "golden calf incident" in the Old Covenant"!  
This incident was sincere and sensitive to the so-called needs of the people, yet it was 
against God's will and it almost cost the people of God (and Moses!) their very lives 
(Exodus 32-34).  We cannot be sensitive to God's will and sensitive to the whims of sinful 
man's worship desires!  So, that is my comment, although I would like to say more! 
  
The Temple-House of Jesus' Body 
Jesus uses this Passover and this Temple-House cleaning as a way to show forth the 
SIGN-ificant sign that he is God in the flesh dwelling among his people and the only One 
worthy of our true worship and service.  He is revealing himself as the One who has the 
power to raise himself from the dead.  As the Lamb of God, he was the only pure and 
unspotted sacrifice worth purchasing for a Passover sacrifice.  Yet, Jesus was not 
purchased, but those who believe were- - by his precious blood. 
  
The Lamb of God lays down the body of flesh that was the true place of God's presence 
and glory in the Person of Jesus Christ!  This body of flesh was destroyed by some of 
those Jews who opposed Jesus that day!  This act of justice with the whips in the Jewish 
Temple would become the main witness against Jesus in his death (Mark 14:55ff).  Jesus 
says to them: "Destroy (imperative) this temple and in three days I will raise it up again!"  



The real Temple-House of God in Jesus' body would be destroyed and he would be 
resurrected to life, so that those who believe, those who remembered his word, might 
have life in His name! 
  
Jesus is God's Temple-House who is the Only true access to the living God (John 14:6).  
Jesus will say later: "I AM the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father 
except through me!" 
  
God's Presence by His Spirit 
We too tend toward idolatry like these moneychangers and salesmen.  We want God 
when it is convenient for us to worship and serve.  We want a God who is accessible to 
us in the way we want him to be accessible.  Yet God in His grace is committed to 
cleansing us permanently, His Holy Temple of these idols! 
  
Jesus’ body is the Temple- -the place where God’s Spirit ultimately resides, where he has 
the Holy Spirit “without measure” (John 3).  Yet Jesus gives us his Spirit today, and we 
often harbor unseen idols in our hearts, as well as blatantly disregard the worship of God 
and the authority of God revealed in His Word!  We often seek to do things in our worship 
of God that is foreign to his commands, and all in the name of convenience or making 
God "more accessible"!  That was just what these were doing who Jesus disciplines! 
  
What have we done with God’s worship today in our own congregations?  Do we serve or 
sell Jesus?  Have we remained faithful to his Word, to sit under the authority of His Word, 
and to worship God in the way that He has commanded us to worship him?  Do we 
merely go through the external motions and emotions, or do we worship God from pure 
hearts that have been changed by God's Holy Spirit?  We should remember that it is not 
extravagant buildings and worship centers that we need to build for our glory, but we 
need hearts that have been gripped by the grace and love found in the Lord Jesus and 
who want to worship as the people of God who have now become God's Temple-House! 
  
How are we to understand that we are God's Temple-House?  Well, remember 
throughout redemptive-history, God's Temple-House was where he dwelled, where His 
Spirit took up residence and His glory was revealed.  In the Person of Work of Jesus 
Christ, God was pleased not merely to dwell with man in the flesh (that's incredible 
enough!), but God now dwells with man internally by the power of His Holy Spirit.  
Because of His work for us and in us, we can be sure of His Spirit dwelling within us and 
His glory being manifested outwardly as we grow in Christ. 
  
2 Corinthians 3:17-18: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom. 

18
 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
The temple many in Israel were expecting was laid out by the Prophet Ezekiel in chapters 
40 and following.  They pictured prophetically a beautiful temple that God would 
ultimately build.  The one they had built (and would still be building for more than 20 
years) during Jesus' time in Jerusalem, was built by Herod the Great (a half-breed Jewish 
pagan who they hated) and they longed for the last days when God would build his great 
temple after he overthrew all other worldly powers who dominated Israel. 
 
However, this Temple was Jesus’ body, the body he would lay down for the substitution 
of sinners, so that Ezekiel’s great ‘end-times’ temple might be realized in the people of 
God who were being made pure by the Spirit from every tribe, tongue, people and nation, 
and who would worship truly from their hearts given to them in the New Creation (more 
on this in John 3) and be a temple of people.  Those who would worship God in spirit and 



truth through the Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator and High Priest (more on this in chapter 
four). 
 
Listen to the magnificent, awe-inspiring words of  the New Testament apostles and how 
they interpret Ezekiel’s Temple in the people of God united to Jesus Christ by faith! 
 
ESV 

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own... 
 
ESV 

2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are 
the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
 
ESV 

Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20
 built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21

 in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
 
ESV 

Revelation 3:12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. 
 
Jesus, by His Spirit, does not come in wrath anymore to cleanse His temple (the people 
of God)!  Rather, by His gracious Spirit, he sanctifies, cleanses us, washes us, refines, 
purifies us so that we will be a pure and unspotted bride! 
 
In Revelation 21-22, the Apostle John writes: "There was no Temple."  There was not 
Temple, but an great multitude of worshippers worshipping Christ in spirit and truth for 
eternity! 
  
What is Within A Man? 
Finally, notice in verses 2:23-25, how did the people respond to Jesus’ signs?  Some see 
and some do not!  “Come and see”- - “greater things shall you see than this” (1:49-51)- -
some do not see greater things, because they are blind to the reality of Jesus Christ even 
though in his presence he gives them proof and reasonable evidence- -God doesn’t 
always grant ability, except by his grace.  Seek his grace so that you might believe. 
 
[Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 

24 
But Jesus on his part did not entrust 

himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 

and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.] 
 
What is in man?  A heart of idolatry, selfishness, self-centeredness, striving for authority- 
- but never a heart of natural submission and worship until the Holy Spirit with “zeal for 
his people-temple-houses” overthrows the corruptness from within!  This reality of “what 
was in man”, his corrupted heart, leads to the Apostle John’s chapter three where will find 
out about the love of God and being re-born, or “born again” in chapter 3! 
 
In a Jewish Commentary on Exodus, ‘Mekhilta Exodus, 15:32’ there is a saying that is 
similar: “Seven things are hidden from man- - the day of death, the day of consolation, 
the depths of judgment, one’s reward, the time of restoration of the kingdom of David, the 
time when the guilty kingdom [i.e. Rome] will be destroyed, and what is within another.”  
  
We should understand the connection between the Temple passage and the end of 
chapter 2 in verses 23-25.  ‘What is within a man’ is visually revealed by the response to 



Jesus by the Jewish authorities.  The Temple was to be the place of the worship and 
service of  God, but when the God of the Temple actually walked in the flesh amongst 
them, they approached him in order to lay their hands on him and kill him (situational 
irony). 
 
Jesus orders the animals out with whips as a preview of God’s wrath on the last day.  
Jesus is the One who is the Lamb of God and will lay down his life and be sold as these 
animals by one of his disciples in order that the Jewish authorities might kill him. 
 
Believe and submit to Christ’s authority NOW, when he returns it will be too late.  You will 
be placed in submission whether you like it or not and you will acknowledge his lordship, 
but it will be too late: 
 
Philippians 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 

10 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
John 20:31 says: “These things are written so that you might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, and that by believing you may have life in His name.” 
 
Do you believe? Do you have life? Do you see? 
 
Now, if you want to stand in God’s Holy Temple, you must be standing in Jesus Christ, by 
virtue of your being united to him by faith!  Next week: One who was with the temple 
authorities who heard what Jesus said comes out from the shadows, and thinks to 
himself: “Hmm, I need to speak to this Jesus.  We know he is a teacher sent from God 
because of his signs, but I must do this privately.”  This man’s name is Nicodemus and 
we will look at Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus next week! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, Commentary on John's Gospel  

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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