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In John 20, we have the phasing out of the old creation, and the dawning 
of the new creation in the resurrection of the Person of Jesus Christ.  
There are echoes of the creation account in John 20 that the Apostle John 
wants us to see and appreciate. 
 
Remember that John’s Gospel begins with “In the beginning…”  John says 
in John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 
and the Word was God…”  Here at the end of the Book of John (and there 
is an epilogue in chapter 21), we have a new “beginning” if you will.   
  

As John begins with “In the beginning” referring back to the old creation, 
so in John 20, he ends his gospel with “In the beginning” referring to the 
new creation dawning the resurrection of Jesus the God-Man, the Second 
Adam. 
 

JOHN 20 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 

2 
So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him." 

3 
So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they 

were going toward the tomb. 
4 
Both of them were running together, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5 
And stooping to look in, he saw 

the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 
6 
Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 
7 
and the 

face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but 
folded up in a place by itself. 

8 
Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb 

first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
9 
for as yet they did not understand the 

Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10 

Then the disciples went back to their 
homes. 

11 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped 

to look into the tomb. 
12 

And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 

13 
They said to her, "Woman, 

why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him." 

14 
Having said this, she turned around and 

saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
15 

Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?" Supposing him to be the 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away." 

16 
Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned 

and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 
17 

Jesus said to 
her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my 
brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.'" 

18 
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have 

seen the Lord"- and that he had said these things to her. 
19 

On the evening of that 
day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be 
with you." 

20 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21 

Jesus said to them again, 
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you." 

22 
And 

when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 

23 
If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld." 
24 

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called 
the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 

25 
So the other disciples told him, 

"We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark 
of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into 
his side, I will never believe." 

26 
Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, 

and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 

27 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. 
Do not disbelieve, but believe." 

28 
Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 

29 

Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

30 
Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31 

but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

Old Humanity Crucified 

If you recall in John 19, Pilate said: “Behold the man” (reminding us of the 
6th day in Genesis in the creation account).  Jesus is crucified as “the 
man” of the 6th day, there is a Sabbath, and Jesus rests on the Sabbath in 
the tomb (John 19:31), and then on the “first day of the week” Mary comes 
to the tomb.   
 
The old humanity was crucified on the 6th day on the cross, and the 
new humanity is resurrected from the empty tomb on the first day of 

the week in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ 
 
In Jesus’ resurrection nothing less than a new creation and new humanity 
has occurred!  Jesus is raised on the first day, he begins to form and fill 
his new humanity in the disciples.  Jesus then breathes on them the 
breath of life as God did in Genesis 2:7, to then send them out with a 
message of forgiveness and reconciliation into the world, proclaiming the 
fall of Genesis 3 has been reversed! 
 
In the Garden of Eden creation and humanity was cursed because of 
Adam’s disobedience, in the garden tomb creation and humanity is 
blessed because of Jesus’ obedience and glorious resurrection.  As the 
two angels guarded the entrance to the garden because of sin in Genesis 



3, two angels now welcome inquirers by faith to the entrance of life in the 
new creation in the person of Christ. 
 

With the resurrection the old creation is coming to an end, and the 
new creation is beginning with the reigning king! 

 

"Behold: The New Has Come!" 

Elsewhere in John’s first epistle, he writes to the church to remind them of 
the practical reality of the old world passing away and to remind them of 
the new that has come in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ: 
 
1 John 2:15-17: Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

16 
For all that is in the world- the desires 

of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions- is not from the 
Father but is from the world. 

17 
And the world is passing away along with its 

desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

 
As Christians, we are part of a new creation, a new humanity, and we 
have a new life and new direction for our devotion that is with Christ alone.  
John says: the world is passing away, but the will of the God is what 
matters to Christians now.  The old way of doing things is being phased 
out because of what Christ has done for us and is doing in us! 
 
This is what Jesus means when he tells Mary (after she has called him 
“Rabboni” or “Teacher”) not “to cling” or hold on to him.  This is not to be 
understood in a way that suggests Mary’s holding on to Jesus’ physical 
body was in some way preventing him from ascending.   
  

Rather, Jesus is telling Mary not “to cling” to her old way of associating 
herself as teacher-student with him.  The new has come!  Jesus is telling 
her that the old way of associating with me, or the old way of interacting 
with me is going to be new.  Jesus is going to the right hand of the Father 
to pour out His Spirit and He will live within his disciples. 
 

There is a new relational way we are to live with regard to the 
resurrected Jesus until he returns.  We live relationally with him by 

His Spirit.  Jesus is instructing Mary to let go of the old way of 
thinking about him in the flesh and to realize that the new has come 

in his Person and Work. 
 
The Apostle Paul says something similar in his letter to the Corinthians: 
 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21: From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the 
flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him 
thus no longer. 

17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come. 
18 

All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 

19 
that is, 

in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 



against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 
20 

Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

21 
For our sake he made him to be sin who 

knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
Based on the reconciliation to God because of the Person and Work of 
Christ (v. 21), those “in Christ” no longer think of Christ and others 
according to the flesh, or the old way of thinking (v. 16). Rather if anyone 
is in Christ he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; the new has 
come.  Paul can say that the old has passed away even now, although the 
full revelation of this reality will not be fully realized until Christ returns. 
 
This is also why the Apostle Paul can encourage us “to put off the old 
self/man”, and “to put on the new self/man that is a new creation after the 
likeness of God, or image of God as God intended man to be.  Paul is 
instructing us (with an imperative-command!) to put on the new humanity 
that has dawned in Christ because of his resurrection recorded for us in 
John 20. 
 
Ephesians 4:22-24: ...To put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner 
of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 

23
 and to be renewed in the spirit of 

your minds, 
24

 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 

 

New Creation in the Old Covenant 

In the Old Covenant, the Prophet Isaiah had preached about a day of new 
creation and new humanity that would come with Messiah. 
 
Isaiah 65:17-18: "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 

18
 But be glad and rejoice 

forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her 
people to be a gladness. 
 
Isaiah 66:22-24: "For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall 
remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring and your name remain. 

23
 

From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to Sabbath, all flesh shall come 
to worship before me, declares the LORD. 

24
 "And they shall go out and look on the 

dead bodies of the men who have rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, 
their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh." 

 
This new creation dawned in the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the new 
humanity, the King of the New Creation who rules over heaven and earth!  
We live in the time between the dawn of the New Creation and the full 
realization and revelation of it when Jesus returns for his people (cf. 
Revelation 21-22). 
 
Because of Jesus’ reconciliation of believing humanity to God the Father, 
Jesus offers “peace” now to his people.  Jesus says “Peace” to his 
disciples before the crucifixion, knowing that his brutal suffering and death 



was to secure peace with God.  When Jesus appears to his disciples in 
John 20 after the resurrection, he comes with the same message.  
Between the time of Jesus’ resurrection-ascension and the time when he 
returns in the future, he gives this peace as an ongoing reality in the Holy 
Spirit.   
 

As his people, we await the day when Jesus will return in the same 
way in his glorified flesh to speak the words of “Peace” to his people 
as we enter into the presence of God, are glorified in our own bodies, 
and live eternally with our God! Hallelujah to the Lamb! (cf. Romans 

8:17-25; 1 John 3:1-3). 
 

The Eschatological Interim 

We want to appreciate and to the best of our abilities apprehend this 
“Eschatological Interim Phase” between Jesus’ resurrection and 
ascension.  When Jesus returns to his disciples here in John 20, he is in a 
resurrected-ascension state.  It is a unique time period, and we want to 
take notice of this important reality in our interpretation of this passage. 
 
We should proceed with humility and caution as we attempt to 
apprehend the Person of Jesus in this “in-between” or “interim phase 
between two worlds or ages: resurrected and ascended.  When he 
appears to Mary, she at first doesn’t recognize him, then she does.  The 
disciples do not at first recognize him, then they do.  At times he is 
recognizable, at other times he is not.  We want to appreciate his scars 
that he shows to Thomas, but whether he still has these scars at the right 
hand of the Father is beyond the scope of the text’s teaching.  (We should 
remember to speak where Scripture speaks and to be silent where 
Scripture is silent!) 
 
Additionally, we can be reminded what Herman Ridderbos has written 
concerning this interim phase of Jesus in his excellent commentary on the 
Gospel of John: 
 
“Any idea that before his final ascension Jesus still returned for a time in 
his earthly body in the injured state described here and, unobserved by 
people, still spent some forty days in that body, only leads to unacceptable 
speculations.  All the text here allows (John 20:20ff) us to say is that 
during the time of Jesus’ ascent he ‘revealed’ himself and ‘appeared’ to 
his disciples as they had known him in his earthly body, but no longer as a 
participant in general human interaction or as one accessible to common 
human experience...   
 
...We lack adequate words and ideas for this manner of self-revelation.  
But the Evangelist (immediately after relating Jesus’ appearance to 
Thomas) mentions this manner of Jesus’ self-revelation after his 



resurrection among the ‘signs’ that ‘Jesus did in the presence of his 
disciples’ and that form the content of the apostolic witness and the faith of 
the community based on that witness.” (Ridderbos, pg. 642). 
 

Easter Everyday! 

Because we too as the people of God live in an interim phase, we can say 
in many ways it is “Easter Everyday” for the Church- - the people of God.  
We don’t live in the interim phase between resurrection and ascension, 
but we do live between the first and second coming of the King of the New 
Creation and there are three particular things we can remember about our 
mission in this interim-transitional time between the old creation and the 
new creation: 
 
1) Our Resurrection-New Creation Mission 
2) The Power of the Holy Spirit for our Resurrection-New Creation Mission 
3) The Message of our Mission to the World. 
 

"Easter Everyday!":Resurrection-New Creation Mission 

The Resurrection-New Creation Mission is to tell the world that Jesus has 
been raised from the dead.  Jesus starts by telling Mary to go and tell the 
disciples that the Lord has risen.  Then he tells the disciples as the 
authoritative foundation of Christ’s Church that their message will be one 
of telling the world that he has been raised from the dead.  He says to 
them: 
 

“As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 
 
Sending them for what purpose? To make known to the world that Jesus 
has been resurrected.  To proclaim the time of God’s patience with all 
men, desiring for repentance to come forth (2 Peter 3:9), and that this old 
world is passing away, flee from the wrath to come and believe! 
 
The resurrection of Jesus changes everything!  We should remember that 
this old world is indeed passing away and find our joy and hope in the new 
creation, the world to come!  Our mission may seem pointless at times, 
Noah felt the same way (cf. 2 Peter 3), but that shouldn’t prevent us from 
powerfully declaring the resurrection and the dawn of the new creation in 
Christ- -which is not only the mission of the first disciples, but of the entire 
church (they are the foundation of the church, Eph. 2:20ff). 
 

"Easter Everyday!": the Power for the Mission 

Jesus also gives the Power of the Holy Spirit for the Mission: “Receive the 
Holy Spirit” and he breathes on the disciples God’s life-giving breath.  This 
should remind us of two important Old Covenant scriptures in Genesis 2 
and Ezekiel 37. 



 
Genesis 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-5: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2
 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3
 And he said to me, "Son of 

man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 
4
 Then he 

said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. 

5
 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

 
These two passages remind us that in John’s account of Jesus’ breathing 
on the disciples, he is wanting us to be reminded of the creation account 
in Genesis 2, as well as the “re-creation” account told in Ezekiel of how 
God will take dead Exilic Israel and resurrect them and make them alive. 
 

When the disciples of John the Baptist begin to follow Jesus, they 
become the New Israel (John 1:23ff); Here the disciples of Jesus 

become the New Humanity, or New Creation preparing a people for 
the New Creation! 

 
Jesus who was the one who created all men and things: 
 

All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

 
Is after his resurrection the one who can re-create, or remake all people 
and things: 
 

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 
John 20:22 is not to be understood as a pattern for all Christians.  Some of 
our friends think that this text is somehow prescriptive for all Christians to 
get a portion of the Spirit from Jesus, then to have a great out-pouring 
later, one’s own “Personal-Pentecost” if you will. 
 
However, this misses the point John wants to make here at the end of his 
Gospel.  John wants to show the unique and authoritative position the 
disciples have in building Christ’s Church.  He is not trying to show a 
pattern of how we are regenerated (pre-Pentecost) and then receive a 
larger outpouring of the Spirit (Pentecost) as our Pentecostal friends have 
tried to teach. 
 
The disciples are unique and as we have already seen live during a 
unique transitional time.  They are however the foundation for the church.  



Jesus is giving the disciples a “first-fruits” of the “first-fruits” of the Spirit to 
prepare them for Pentecost as Dr. Richard Gaffin teaches.  This unique 
breathing of Jesus upon the disciples during this 40 day period between 
Jesus’ resurrection and ascension is not prescriptive as a pattern for all of 
God’s people.  
 
James D. G. Dunn explains this passage: “The disciples lived through this 
transition period, and during it their spiritual experience was limited to that 
which was appropriate and possible at each stage.  Now, if we understand 
the significant events of John in a chronological scheme which links up 
with Acts, we have to say that the transition period between the 
dispensations lasted at least from Jesus’ death to Pentecost, if not from 
the beginning of his ministry to Pentecost, if not from his birth to 
Pentecost. 
 
What we now call full Christian experience was possible only after the 
ascension and Pentecost, when the ‘advocate from heaven’ came to 
represent and act for the ‘advocate in heaven’.  Likewise, the experience 
of the new birth and new creation was possible only after the sin-bearing 
death of the Lamb of God and his resurrection.” (James D. G. Dunn, 
‘Baptism in the Holy Spirit’, Westminster, 1970, pg. 181). 
 

"Easter Everyday!": the Message of Our Mission to the World 

Finally, there is the Message of our Mission to the World: 
 

Forgiveness 
 
  

Jesus tells the disciples that forgiveness of sins is their message to the 
world.  Because of the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus 
Christ, God offers forgiveness to those who will believe.   
 
God offers unbelievable, unimaginable, gracious forgiveness for the 

most heinous crimes, and the most “unforgivable”, hateful and 
lustful thoughts.  God knows the thoughts and intentions of our 
hearts, yet he still delights in forgiving us!  This is grace beyond 

measure! 
 
Through the Church, God offers his hand of mercy to those who will take 
hold of Christ by faith when he is held out in the gospel preaching and 
message.  In this e-mail there is a hand of forgiveness extended to those 
who would believe.  The hope of all is what Thomas experiences at the 
end of John 20.   
  

"My Lord and My God!" 



When Thomas encounters Christ in the flesh, he is able to see Jesus and 
he believes that Jesus has risen.  His response is perhaps the clearest 
exclamation of Christ’s deity and divinity in the New Testament.  Thomas 
sees- - and believes - -and cries out: 
 

“MY LORD AND MY GOD!” 
 
Now understand something very important.  When Thomas used this 
language to believe, he very clearly called Jesus YHWH (Yahweh), the 
God of the Old Testament!  There is absolutely no mistake to Thomas who 
Jesus was- - HE WAS GOD- -and the most unbelievable thing for us to 
behold is not so much that he was able to see the scars of Jesus in his 
hands and side, but that Thomas declared in essence that God in the 
Person of Jesus Christ had saved him from God! 
 
God (YHWH) in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ took upon himself 
the sins of those who believe, taking the wrath and punishment for sins in 
full measure, and shedding his own blood for those whom he loved!  This 
should cause all of us to exclaim: 
 

“MY LORD AND MY GOD!” 
 
Be careful not to take the LORD’s name in vain, but never forget to cry out 
in great exclamation by faith that Your LORD and your God has saved you 
and forgiven all of your trespasses because of his great love for you! 
 
Have you witnessed the king’s resurrection through the Gospel of John, 
then believe and you will be forgiven (John 20:28-31). 
 
In the beginning of John’s Gospel John testifies that this is the One who 
came from heaven who was “with God” and “was God” from eternity past 
(John 1:1-3). 
 
Here at the end of John’s Gospel we see human beings, disciples of 
Jesus, confirming this reality as they believe the revelation of Jesus Christ 
from above! 
 
They cry: “My LORD and My God”!- - and they are right! And even if 
you never acknowledge Jesus as LORD and God- -HE IS- -and you 

must remember that EVERY KNEE WILL BOW AND EVERY TONGUE 
CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

THE FATHER. 
 

Believe now before it is too late! 
 

"I Once was Blind...but NOW I See!?" 



The Apostle John as we have noted in previous studies does not tell us 
forthrightly who he is as the author of his gospel.  He calls himself “the 
beloved disciple” or the “One whom Jesus loved”.  I think there are two 
reason for this that are worth noting in the conclusion of John’s gospel.   
 
The first reason John does not tell us about himself could have been that 
he was humble and did not want to draw attention to himself; I think that is 
true.  Secondly, and perhaps more importantly with regards to John’s main 
goal or purpose in his gospel is that we might see through John’s eyes! 
 
John does not want to stand in the way as it were.  He wants to testify and 
witness to us the events that he experienced and saw so that ultimately 
we might believe in this same Jesus Christ and have life.  John is our 
witness, our eyes if you will. 
 
Remember John’s purpose: “but these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name” (20:31).  After John sees and testifies to Thomas’ 
exclamation of belief and divinity, he lets Jesus remind us that it is not only 
those who saw Jesus with human eyes who are special. Rather, the 
“blessed” are those who do not see, yet believe. 
 
In other words, those who see through John’s eyes, believe the testimony 
recorded for us in the gospel!  Do you believe? 
 
Are you one of those Jesus has blessed? Are you one of the ones of 
which Jesus has spoken: 
 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe! 
 
This is the question John leaves us with in his gospel; it is the question I 
will leave you with until we consider John 21. 
 

Jesus says: “Blessed are those who have not seen, yet believe.” 
 
CRB 


