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This study brings us to the end of our journey through the Book of John.  
John ends his gospel with chapter 20, but because John begins with a 
profound prologue in his gospel (1:1-18), he concludes his book with a 
memorable epilogue in chapter 21. 
  
This epilogue actually draws the church of Jesus Christ into the story by 
faith.  As John shows to us what it means truly to follow Jesus Christ.  The 
setting of the story in chapter 21 is between Jesus' resurrection and 
ascension to heaven at God's right hand.  Jesus has told the disciples to 
go to Galilee (cf. Matt. 28:16ff), and while they are there he appears to 
them while they are fishing.  Jesus uses this opportunity to break Peter, to 
reconcile him, and to teach the disciples how they must uniquely follow 
him as he leads the way to heaven. 
  
The title of this final study in John is called: 
  

Fishing, Forgiving, Feeding, and Following 
  

John 21 
John 21:1 After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 

2 
Simon Peter, Thomas (called the 

Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples were together. 

3 
Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said 

to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 

4 
Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the 

disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
5 
Jesus said to them, "Children, do you 

have any fish?" They answered him, "No." 
6 
He said to them, "Cast the net on the 

right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 

7 
That disciple whom Jesus 

loved therefore said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was 
the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw 
himself into the sea. 

8 
The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 

fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 
9 
When they 

got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 
10 

Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." 
11 

So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. 
And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 

12 
Jesus said to them, 

"Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are 
you?" They knew it was the Lord. 

13 
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to 
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them, and so with the fish. 
14 

This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed 
to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

15 
When they had finished 

breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more 
than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, 
"Feed my lambs." 

16 
He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you 

love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, 
"Tend my sheep." 

17 
He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love 

me?" Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" 
and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus 
said to him, "Feed my sheep. 

18 
Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you 

used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do 
not want to go." 

19 
(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify 

God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me." 
20 

Peter turned and saw the 
disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining at table 
close to him and had said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?" 

21 
When 

Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, "Lord, what about this man?" 
22 

Jesus said to him, 
"If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!" 

23 

So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; 
yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, "If it is my will that he 
remain until I come, what is that to you?" 

24 
This is the disciple who is bearing 

witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that 
his testimony is true. 

25 
Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were 

every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain 
the books that would be written. 

What a wonderful and memorable epilogue to the Gospel of John!  John 
has told us why he wrote his gospel in chapter 20: 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 

31 
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Invitation into God's Story in Christ 

John now invites those who believe into the Christian story of following 
Jesus.  Notice a few things with regard to this event at the beginning of the 
disciples' ministry.  Jesus providentially sends the disciples to Galilee and 
while they are there Peter has the great idea of doing something very 
familiar to him- -fishing. 

The familiar smells, scents, and the feel of Galilee would have been like a 
homecoming to them.  Here in Galilee from where most of the disciples 
originally came, the opportunity arose for Peter to do something he knew 
and was familiar with- - fish!   

But while he is fishing with his disciples, he is a failure in doing that with 
which he is most familiar.  What before Christ was his primary occupation 
and specialty was to be a failure after he met Jesus.  For Peter (and us!), 
he must learn the hard way that when Jesus says "Apart from me you can 



do nothing..." (John 15)- -he means it- -including that which we are most 
familiar. 

And this failure is not to lead us toward fear, but to strengthen our faith 
and our ability to live as if Jesus truly is resurrected and seated at God's 
right hand, and ever interceding for his people! He cares enough, and 
loves his people enough to break them just in the place where they are 
most familiar, so that they will never depend upon their own strength, but 
rely wholeheartedly upon him. 

A Fish Story 

After Peter, or any disciple has met Jesus, things should never the same.  
Peter went off to fish but did not catch even one little fish apart from 
Christ.  Yet with Christ, he had an amazing catch of 153!  That was a big 
enough catch for someone to count it for posterity, and I suppose for the 
fish story that was going to be told once the fishermen returned to their 
family and friends! 

Think of yourself.  If you have believed and met Christ, then you should 
never be the same!  The gifts God has given to you are always to be used 
in humble service to God and for his glory.  You must never think of 
yourself and your gifts, even in familiar situations, as if Christ has not been 
raised and seated in the heavenly places!  If Christ has been raised (and 
he has!) then that should change our perspective in this world.   

The hard lesson of having Christ break us in order to strengthen our 
faith is for the purpose of making us true disciple-learners and close 

followers of our Lord.   

Before Jesus teaches Peter to feed and tend his flock; before Jesus 
commands Peter and his disciples to follow him; Jesus first 

graciously breaks him before the others, so that his hope and 
strength might truly be in Christ! 

Jesus was going to make a true "rock" out of Peter, but in order to do this, 
he breaks Peter first.  If you notice in our passage, Peter is referred to as 
"Simon" Peter, or "Simon, son of John".  Jesus had changed Simon's 
name to "Cephas" the Rock for his confession of faith he had made in 
Caesarea Philippi when it was revealed to him from above that Jesus was 
the Christ the Son of the Living God.   

Jesus is going to make Peter the "Rock"- -"Cephas"- - a true disciple 
and foundation for His Church, by His grace, because he loves him!  

Peter has showed himself to be less than the "Rock" in his thrice 
denial of Jesus outside the High Priest's home, but Jesus loves Peter 

enough to restore and forgive him! 



Jesus providentially allows Peter and the disciples to go to a familiar 
place, and to take part in a familiar practice so that he can teach them all 
several things about true discipleship and following him. 

"Nothing!"(And that doesn't mean a little Something!) 

Jesus wants the disciples and all true followers of Jesus never to attempt 
to serve and use God's gifts in one's own strength.  He wants us to truly 
know that we indeed can do NOTHING apart from him (and that does not 
mean a little something!).  Jesus says in John 15:5-7: 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

6 
If anyone does not abide 

in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 

7 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 

What are you attempting to do "apart from Christ"? How are you living, or 
thinking in a way inconsistent with the reality that Jesus is resurrected and 
is your Lord and Christ?  We want to humbly submit to our kind Shepherd 
as he graciously forgives what we attempt in our own strength, and to 
learn that truly following Jesus means an ongoing and complete 
dependence upon Him and His mighty power! 

As Peter learned (twice!) you could say that "Jesus knows where the fish 
are!"  This means that Jesus as Creator and Lord knows what we need 
and when we need it, and so we do not have to ever rely on our pitiful 
means and strength to survive and be successful.  Even in a place where 
we are familiar!  Are you familiar in your job? Your marriage? Your school 
work as a student? Your Christianity? 

Jesus wants to break you, so that you will be ever dependent upon 
him! "He knows where the fish are!" You might remind yourself! 

"Get away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" 

But there is another lesson that Peter wants his disciples to learn in 
order to be faithful followers in this familiar place of fishing in Galilee.   
  

Don't miss the fact that in many ways, this fishing incident had 
happened before.   

  
Jesus' lesson apparently was not fully learned, and so Jesus wanted to 
reemphasize what he had already taught Peter and the disciples.  Earlier 
in Jesus' ministry, he had taught the disciples while fishing to never rely on 
their own strengths and ability.  In Luke 5:1-11, we read: 



On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 
he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 

2 
and he saw two boats by the lake, but 

the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 
3 
Getting into one 

of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And 
he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 

4 
And when he had finished 

speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a 
catch." 

5 
And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at 

your word I will let down the nets." 
6 

And when they had done this, they enclosed a 
large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 

7 
They signaled to their partners 

in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, 
so that they began to sink. 

8 
But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 

knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 
9 
For he and all who 

were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had taken, 
10 

and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men." 

11 

And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed 
him. 

The "Lake of Gennesaret" is the Sea of Galilee! The disciples after Jesus' 
resurrection are in the same place where Jesus had already taught them 
concerning "fishing".  When Peter saw the amazing miracle of the LORD, 
he was truly humbled and told Jesus: "Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord."  In the beginning of Jesus' ministry he broke Peter in order 
for him to be a true follower, then he encouraged him: "Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men."  Then verse 11 says: "And when 
they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

"Here we go again!"  How many times has the LORD had to teach us the 
same lesson more than once? We can truly identify with Peter.  Peter was 
humbled and realized his sinfulness and lack of faith here, but Jesus 
encouraged him and made him a "fisher of men".  We should remember 
that Jesus wants to remind them of their main purpose now as the 
foundation of His Church! Especially since the resurrection, the disciples 
and particularly Peter are to "catch men" through the preaching of the 
gospel. 

"The ROCK" by the Charcoal Fire 

Some have pondered that in John chapter 21, Peter is trying to escape his 
call.  I don't think Peter is running away so much, for when the Lord 
appears to him on the shore, he rushes to get to him.  What I think is 
happening in this fishing trip is that Peter wanted to be engaged in 
something familiar while the truth of the resurrection was still "sinking in".  
He was trying to understand what had happened a little better, and where 
better to go than to a place of familiarity (cf. John 20:8-9). 

Here in Jesus' providence however, there is more to be learned than just 
"getting away" and letting his resurrection "sink in".  Jesus is gracious 
enough to show by example and his teaching what the resurrection means 



for disciples and followers.  Here Peter is humbled, broken again, in order 
that he might truly be "Cephas"- - "The Rock".   

What grace God has that he would seek us out to forgive us, even 
when we have denied him, and almost betrayed him.  Peter went 
fishing; Jesus went fishing for Peter in order to reconcile him to 

himself! That's sovereign grace! 

But not only was the location and the occupation familiar to Peter.  So was 
the charcoal fire that Jesus lit on the shore.  If you remember in John 18, 
when Peter betrayed Jesus three times, he was warming himself by a 
charcoal fire.  It is important to remember that there are "no free motifs" in 
the Gospel of John.  He tells us this specifically for a reason.  Remember 
John 15-21: 

Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple. Since that disciple was 
known to the high priest, he entered with Jesus into the court of the high priest, 

16 

but Peter stood outside at the door. So the other disciple, who was known to the 
high priest, went out and spoke to the servant girl who kept watch at the door, and 
brought Peter in. 

17 
The servant girl at the door said to Peter, "You also are not one 

of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am not." 
18 

Now the servants and 
officers had made a charcoal fire, because it was cold, and they were standing and 
warming themselves. Peter also was with them, standing and warming himself. 

19 

The high priest then questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. 
20 

Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world. I have always taught in 
synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said nothing 
in secret. 

21 
Why do you ask me? Ask those who have heard me what I said to 

them; they know what I said." 

Our olfactory glands have great powers of jarring our memories.  When 
we smell a particular fragrance or cologne, a smell of some sort in which 
we have encountered with our noses, it brings to our minds certain 
memories and pictures.  For Peter, the smell, smelled like... 

Betrayal...Denial of His Lord. 

And it was over this charcoal fire, this familiar smell, but 
not pleasantly familiar, that Jesus brought the sweet aroma of God's 
forgiveness.  God's aroma of grace can overwhelm and overcome all 

the sinful stenches we produce! 

"Lord, How Many Times Should I Forgive...?" 

In three questions concerning Peter's love for his Lord, he forgives Peter 
of his three denials.  I don't want to make too much of the different use of 
Greek words for love here.  I think that is over-interpreting the meaning of 
the passage.  Rather, what I think is happening here is first, simply that 
Jesus is forgiving three times because Peter particularly sinned against 
Jesus in denial and betrayal, three times.   



  
In other words, Jesus is illustrating for Peter what he had already 
explained to Peter when Peter had asked him: "Lord, how many times 
should I forgive my brother when he sins against me?"  Peter offers a 
quick reply in suggesting that seven times is enough. And Jesus answered 
Peter this way in Matthew 18: 

Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven times, but seventy 
times seven. 

Jesus is illustrating true and pure forgiveness that only God can give, and 
only we can offer others in light of God's forgiveness extended to us by 
His grace. 

Secondly, I think Jesus wants to teach Peter that he will only be "Cephas", 
"The Rock", the disciple who will be "first among equals" and God's 
chosen representative to the Jews, if he relies on the love of Christ for 
him.  Again, I think Jesus is  teaching Peter that apart from me, you can 
do nothing! Jesus is telling him, if you are to learn to be a good shepherd 
and feed my sheep and tend my lambs, you are going to do it because of 
my grace! 

If you have lived the Christian life for more than twenty-four hours, then 
you know that love is God's alone to give to us.  We cannot try in our own 
strength to love more.   

Becoming more loving is like becoming wiser.  We cannot do it apart 
from God and his gift to us.  It is God's alone to give to us love and 

wisdom! 

Pastor John Piper reminds pastors particularly and all Christians 
generally of an important truth when he says: 

"We labor for that which is God's alone to give." (from the book 
'Brothers, We Are NOT Professionals'). 

Jesus is restoring Peter to his place in God's calling to him as "first among 
equals" as an Apostle (not the Bishop of Rome!), and he is teaching Peter 
that if he is to feed Christ's sheep, or tend his lambs it will be the result of 
Christ's love for him, more than his love for Christ! 

For in fact, as Peter says: "Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you."  He can only love because Christ first loved him.  As John says 
in his first epistle: "We love because he first loved us" (1 John 4:19).  
Jesus shows Peter gracious, wonderful forgiving love, and this fragrant 
love overwhelms and penetrates the stench of Peter's sins.  Where sin 



abounds, grace truly super abounds!  In light of this forgiving love, Peter 
was to shepherd and to lead. 

Peter was still to learn much.  Even the Apostle Paul would rebuke him to 
his face (Gal. 2; Acts 10-15) for misunderstanding (once again!) God's 
grace (as many of us do today as well).  Peter was not going to be perfect, 
but by Jesus' grace, he would be a fine and godly shepherd!   

The "ROCK" Shepherd 

If you shepherd a congregation or a group of Christ's people, meditate on 
this passage today!  It is not your ability, your hard work, or your love for 
the sheep that matters.  It is Christ's love for you and for his own.  It is 
Christ's love revealed in our forgiveness and in our union with Him by His 
Spirit, he gives to us love and wisdom to shepherd His flock as he would 
have us to do.  As Peter learned through this and from experiencing grace 
throughout his life, he was able to write to other shepherds toward the end 
of his life, by saying in 1 Peter 5: 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 

2
 shepherd 

the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, 
but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 

3
 not 

domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 
4
 And 

when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

By God's grace, Peter was made "the Rock", a loving and fine shepherd of 
God's flock!  In fact, Jesus even tells Peter that he will allow him to die for 
him!  Now at first, you can imagine what it must have been like for Peter to 
live with this prophesied reality hanging over his head. 

However, there is a gracious side that we do not want to miss!  First of all, 
Peter was going to make it!  He was going to be who God had called him 
to be and arrive at his heavenly destination by God's grace!  It might be 
through a cross, through his own martyrdom and death, but he was to 
make it despite his ongoing struggle with sin and denials.  Jesus forgives 
us and gives us His Spirit so that we can hope in persevering to the end 
by keeping our eyes on the Author and Perfector of our faith! (Heb. 12:1-
3).   

Jesus was going to keep his promises to Peter and make him the 
"Rock" upon which He would truly build His Church! 

Secondly, not only was Jesus going to keep his promises to Peter, Peter 
was going to keep his promise to his Lord!  If you recall back in John 13, 
Peter says in front of all the disciples ("all of these" and this is what Jesus 
means when he has asked Peter if he truly loves him "more than these 
other disciples"): 



'Where I am going you cannot come.' 
34

 A new commandment I give to you, that 
you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 

35
 

By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another." 

36
 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, where are you going?" Jesus 

answered him, "Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow 
afterward." 

37
 Peter said to him, "Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay 

down my life for you." 
38

 Jesus answered, "Will you lay down your life for me? 
Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three 
times. 

Peter promised Jesus that he would lay down his life for his Savior and 
Lord.  He had promised in light of Jesus' statement of loving one another 
(13:34-35) that he was going to surrender his own life to follow Jesus 
(13:37). 

Jesus is going to let Peter keep his promise! 

Selah (Think about it!) 

Jesus says in John's epilogue in chapter 21:18-19: 

Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and 
walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go." 

19
 (This he 

said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he 
said to him, "Follow me." 

In other words, Jesus says to Peter: 

"You said you would die for me and yet you failed me.  However, you 
are going to die for me.  I am going to let you keep your promises to 

me.  At the time when you said this before my death and 
resurrection, I said you could not follow.  Now that I have secured 
eternal salvation for my sheep, now I am going to let you follow!" 

"Follow Me!" 

We can all be confident in the sweet grace of God revealed in Jesus.  
Jesus allows us to glorify Him through our following him.  Through 

the difficult times as well as the joyous times, we follow a Savior who 
will keep his promises to us so that we can keep our promises to 

him! 

"What's That to YOU?!" 

What a great Savior we serve and follow.  We should be reminded 
however never to follow in our own strength and never become overly 
familiar with our Christianity, but follow him humbly wherever he may 
lead.  There is a last lesson I want to share with you!  At the end of 



chapter 21, Peter wants to know what is Jesus' path or road for the 
Apostle John ("the beloved disciple", or "Disciple whom Jesus loved").  
And Jesus answers in response to the question:  
  

"What's that to you? You follow me!" 

Two truths with which I want to conclude our study in the Gospel of John!  
First, all of the roads of Jesus' disciples are uniquely our own.  We all have 
a heavenly destination in common.  What is unique is what Jesus wants to 
take us through in order to show his love for us and make us faithful 
followers.  Peter's road of following Jesus was a different road than John's 
road.  My road in following Jesus is different from your road. 

This can lead to us sometimes thinking we are isolated or alone in our 
struggles.  That is why the Church, the people of God together, living in 
love, is so important for our successful discipleship and our following of 
Jesus on our unique road.  We need each other, and even if someone is 
going through a particularly difficult road that may be unfamiliar to you, it 
does not mean that God loves you more or loves the other less.   

Our different roads should make us more reliant on the gospel and 
the love of God in Christ as we serve one another and love on 

another, letting the world know that we are his disciples! 

We are not to compare our roads, our particular paths with others.  If we 
do, Jesus would say to us: "What's that to you? You follow me!"  Each of 
our roads, our path of following Jesus is unique to us, because we are 
uniquely and singularly loved by Christ.  He knows what each of us need - 
-even more than we do! 

The second truth I want you to remember is that in most of the places in 
the gospels, when Jesus addresses his people, and tells them to follow 
him, he uses the plural.  In other words, Jesus communicates his gospel 
and calls in the plural ("Ye", "You all", and "Y'all") because he addresses a 
people, His Church, His Sheep and Lambs.  However, here in John 21:22, 
Jesus very particularly and uniquely as we looked at above says to Peter: 
"You" (singular) follow me. 

Although Jesus is to build his church on Peter the Rock, primarily on 
Peter's confession, but Jesus has called him as first among equals in the 
Apostolate to serve him in a unique way, he addresses Peter singularly 
and not as the Church in the plural.  Jesus died and was raised from the 
dead for his people, His Sheep, His Church, but he calls us individually to 
unique tasks in order to serve and glorify him. 

Following Jesus in His Church 



God's love is singularly yours- - and mine!  God's call is singularly yours - - 
and mine! The way you glorify God in your following him and the way I 
glorify God in my following is different and unique.  Yet we are all one 
people of God, one Church.  You are uniquely gifted and called to serve in 
Christ's church (to follow him), in a way that I cannot.  I am uniquely gifted 
and called to serve in Christ's church (to follow him), in a way that you 
cannot.  We need each other and this is the important of the one body of 
Christ as Paul teaches us in Romans 12:3-12! 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 

4
 For as in one body we 

have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 
5
 so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6
 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 

7
 if service, in our serving; the one who 

teaches, in his teaching; 
8
 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 

9
 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to 

what is good. 
10

 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 

11
 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

12
 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
13

 Contribute to the 
needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Remember as a uniquely gifted Christian who is following Christ you are 
called to serve and follow Christ somewhere in the visible church of Christ 
(founded on the Apostles and Prophets- Eph. 2:20!).  Do not be arrogant 
and think that you are beyond submitting to the shepherds in the visible 
church and that you can somehow serve the Lord outside his visible 
church!  We must repent of this individualism! 

Your individual giftedness, according to John 21, Romans 12, and 1 
Corinthians 12 is so you can serve in the visible Church of Christ, 

following him and loving and serving your brothers and sisters in the 
LORD! 

This means God has called you to a particular congregation of Christ's 
people where you are needed! Never thought of it like this?  It is time you 
do.  You should prayerfully consider where you in your uniqueness and 
giftedness are called by God singularly and uniquely to serve and follow 
Christ.  You are never to follow Christ alone- -this is wrong.  Rather, you 
should pray to ask God where he would have you serve, and where you 
are needed, if you haven't already! 

Humility in Following Christ in His Church 

Individualism and self-centered Christianity is running unrepentantly 
rampant today!  If you merely "go to church" and allow everyone to serve 
you, you are not using the unique gifts Christ has given to you!  You are 



selfishly and sinfully individualistically asking to be treated special- - like 
the LORD.  May God break you, may God break us all so that we might 
more precisely serve him and follow him in a faithful congregation of 
Christ's followers where we are needed! 

One last thing.  Above, we briefly discussed the Apostle Peter's letter to 
encourage shepherds with the grace he had received and experienced.  
Well, in this passage, he also addresses the saints in general, the 
members of Christ's church who are followers.  After Peter teaches the 
shepherds, he goes on to give a word to the sheep who are called to 
serve in a congregation, and to define what humility looks like as a 
congregation follows Jesus.  He writes: 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of 
you, with humility toward one another, for "God opposes the proud but gives grace 
to the humble." 

6
 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may exalt you, 
7
 casting all your anxieties on him, 

because he cares for you. 
8
 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the 

devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
9
 Resist him, 

firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced 
by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

10
 And after you have suffered a little 

while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

11
 To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen.  

Notice this in closing.  Peter as a Shepherd commands the sheep "to be 
subject to the elders".  This should be remembered (and I know it is harder 
for me to teach this because I have been called to be a shepherd, but I 
have to be faithful to the Word of God regardless of what anyone thinks!).  
Peter teaches us here that our following and serving of Jesus should 
happen in humble submission to elders.  This implies membership in a 
local congregation and it implies that you are uniquely called to serve 
under, yet with certain elders as we looked at above. 

Also, Peter goes on to teach what humility looks like.  A humble follower of 
Jesus is one who submits to elders and to others in the congregation- - 
one as Paul said above "doesn't think of themselves higher than they 
ought".   

Peter then goes on to teach in the passage what happens if one is not 
following and serving in the congregation of Christ's visible church.  He 
says, beginning in verse 8 that one is in great danger because you are 
outside the sheep pen if you will (John 10:10ff), and the thief wants to kill, 
steal and destroy you.  In other words, you have no one keeping watch, 
shepherding your soul, and tending you so that you will not be attacked. 

Think on these things! I have thoroughly enjoyed this study on John 21!   



May the LORD bless his people and strengthen us all by his grace to 
follow and serve him!  May the LORD encourage us all to submit to faithful 
shepherds as unto Christ.  May we join and serve the congregation the 
Lord calls us to with our unique gifts, following Christ with others in His 
flock!  May we learn humility as we grow and mature in Jesus! 

This is my prayer for myself; this is my prayer for you! 

We have a fishing, forgiving, feeding, and following story that Jesus invites 
us to be a part of in His Church as His Sheep! 

Jesus says: "Follow ME!" 

CRB  
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