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Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
I am sending this study a little early this week because of the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  Margaret and I wish you and your family a blessed time of Thanksgiving 
with your family and friends!  May we be reminded of the LORD's graciousness to 
us all! 
  
Introduction  
Today's study is from John 3:1-15 where Jesus dialogues with a Nicodemus a ruler of the 
Jews and a Pharisee.  Last week we finished our study of chapter two and considered 
the transforming power of the new creation seen in Jesus turning water into wine.  We 
learned of Jesus' zeal for God's Temple-House and how he went about cleansing it in 
order to establish true worship by sending the Spirit into the hearts of His people.  Finally, 
we briefly considered chapter 2, verses 23-25 that spoke of Jesus knowing what was 
within a man.  These last verses in chapter 2 prepare us for the conversation between 
Jesus and Nicodemus in chapter 3. 
  
Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born again, or born from above, or he cannot see 
or enter the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is teaching Nicodemus as well as all people who 
come to Jesus to seek him, that they must have an inner change of heart wrought by the 
Spirit of God if they are to see or enter the Kingdom.  This inner change, or 
transformation, must precede their truly learning of Christ and becoming a disciple who is 
a learner, lover and liver.  Now, we know from the Gospels that Nicodemus would later 
become a disciple of Jesus, but remember that at this point, he is still a representative of 
the Jewish ruling council, and must learn of Jesus' identity over time just like many of the 
other disciples. 
  
John 3:1-15 
John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 

2 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless 
God is with him." 

3 
Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
4 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can 

a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 
and be born?" 

5 
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 
That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 
Do not marvel that I 

said to you, 'You must be born again.' 
8 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

9 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can these 

things be?" 
10 

Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
not understand these things? 

11 
Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. 

12 
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 

No one has ascended into heaven except he 
who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

14 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
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in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 

that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life."  
  
Nick at Night  
The Apostle John's settings for presenting Jesus are fascinating.  If you remember, for 
Jesus' first sign, he is at a wedding feast.  For his next act on his Messianic Mission, he is 
a the Temple where true worship in spirit and truth should have been occurring.  Here in 
John 3, the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus is "at night".  For John who 
uses a lot of contrast between light and darkness, this is significant.  Because the 
Scriptures have been inspired by the Holy Spirit, there are no "free motifs".  That is, there 
is nothing that is included in the text that does not have some significant meaning and is 
important for carrying the plot, story, or narrative to its important conclusion.  John didn't 
have to tell us the time of day, or that it was dark. 
  
This is not to say that we should spiritualize, or allegorize things like this (I have already 
warned of this in the study on John 2:1-11).  Yet, the darkness, the night is an interesting 
context for considering and contrasting the difference between flesh and spirit, earthly 
things and heavenly things, births from below and births from above here in John 3.  It 
also seems to remind us of the greater darkness that Israel generally, and Nicodemus 
particularly is experiencing in their understanding and knowledge of Jesus. 
  
So, we could say concerning this 'Nick at Night' passage, that the darkness of the night 
surrounds them during their conversation as the Light of the World begins to bring forth 
light on the subject of true and saving knowledge coming from above!  Remember what 
John 1:4-5 says: "In [Jesus] was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."  After this passage, John 3:19-21 
says:  
  
"And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.  For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.  But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God." 
  
So, I believe there is some importance again to the context of the night, when Nick 
comes to speak to Jesus.  More on this in the next study!  As we proceed in our study, 
notice the contrasts presented for our reflection in John 3:1-15 (see how many you can 
find).  This is what is called "doubling" or "twinning" in literary terms.  I find these: (1) two 
rabbis; (2) two births; (3) two origins of knowledge; (4) two existences (fleshly, earthly 
and spiritual, heavenly); (5) two Old Covenant scripture references. 
  
Born Again/ Born from Above 
In John 3, we learn that in order to inhabit the New Creation and be a part of the New 
Israel, we must have a New Birth, a birth from above.  Now, when Jesus uses the phrase 
"born again", it is the Greek word anothen that can be translated "born again" or "born 
from above".  It is important to note that being born again is always from above because 
it is by God's Spirit.  I think it is helpful to focus our attention on the fact that this term 
means not just beginning again, but something that happens "from above" because of 
God's grace given to us! 
  
What’s the difference between being born again and being born from above? I imagine a 
lot of people today speak more about being born again than they do about being born 
from above.  "I'm a born again Christian", many people say.  I don't often hear "I'm a born 
from above Christian."  Well, what other kind of Christian is there besides one who is 
"born again" or "born from above"?!   
  



It is not worthy nitpicking concerning which of the terms we use, both can translate the 
Greek word effectively.  However, I would point out that the context of John 3 is 
concerned about what is revealed "from above", and for me the emphasis of this chapter 
would be that the transforming birth that occurs by God's Spirit is "from above" and 
perhaps this should be preferred, but there is no trouble with either use (cf. vv. 12, 13, 16, 
27, 31, 34).  I prefer “born from above" based ultimately on the context and the use of 
“from above” throughout this unit in John chapter 3. 
 
In this dialogue that Jesus has with Nick at night, contrast Nicodemus with the Jews 
represented in John 1-2.  Nicodemus comes to hear God’s Word in Jesus, but he is not a 
believer yet.  In fact, in this passage Jesus is purposely pointed and poignant in his 
speech to him because he knows what is within a man (2:23-25), and knows that mere 
signs do not in fact create believing disciples.   
  
Jesus points to the fact that there must be an inner change from the heart.  There is an 
old saying with which we are all familiar: "Seeing is believing!"  But that is incorrect.  
Many saw Jesus' signs and while it did cause them to be without excuse even more in 
their accountability to their Creator (cf. Rom. 1), it did not cause them to believe.  The 
better phrase that would illustrate what Jesus is teaching to Nicodemus is: Believing is 
seeing! (vv. 3, 5).  Yet this "sight" comes because one has been "born again" or "born 
from above"!   
  

Jesus is saying to Nicodemus: "Because one has been born again, or born from 
above, one can truly see and enter the Kingdom of God, but until this 

transformation by the Spirit within the heart takes place, you as Israel's teacher (or 
anyone else who comes to Jesus) are blind and shut out of the Kingdom until this 

transformation occurs! 
 
 
"Old Saint Nick" the Reverend Doctor 
Nicodemus has been the Teacher of Israel (v. 10) for many years.  He is an old Pharisee 
and a member of the Jewish ruling council called the Sanhedrin.  He is a very learned 
and knowledgeable man in the Old Covenant Scriptures.  He has literally spent his entire 
life learning and memorizing and teaching the Old Covenant Scriptures.  Nicodemus is in 
academic and religious qualification what we might call today a Reverend Doctor.  
Nicodemus is ordained and has received his Ph D.  So, when he approaches Jesus, 
Jesus refers to him as "the" rabbi, or an important Rabbi-Teacher of Israel (v. 10- Jesus 
recognizes his earthly credentials).  Notice how Nicodemus begins the conversation, he 
says to Jesus that "We know that you are a teacher sent from God" (v. 2), apparently 
there representing others, particularly his disciples. 
  
Rabbi-Teachers had disciples just like Jesus.  They sat at their feet and learned from 
them wisdom and knowledge of the Scriptures (cf. Luke 2:46-48).  So, Nicodemus is 
representing his group and says to Jesus "we know".  However, Jesus begins to get to 
his heart and ask him "What do you really know?"  Jesus says you have "we knowledge", 
or knowledge from below (wee knowledge?!).  Then through this dialogue, Jesus wants 
him to come to grips with his mere "we knowledge" (wee knowledge), or knowledge from 
below by understanding that the transformation of the Spirit of God within a man will 
cause him to have Spirit-revealed knowledge from above (v. 11- "We speak of what we 
know", that is, "my disciples and I speak of what we know", or knowledge from above).  
This is the same kind of knowledge the Apostle Paul will speak of in 1 Corinthians 2:6-14: 
  
ESV 

1 Corinthians 2:6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not 
a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 

7 

But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory. 

8 
None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, 



they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 
But, as it is written, "What no eye 

has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for 
those who love him"- 

10 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For 

the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 
11 

For who knows a 
person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 

12 
Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. 

13 
And we impart this in words not 

taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 

14 
The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 
  
Notice Paul's comment in v. 8: "None of the rulers of this age understood this [knowledge 
and wisdom of God], for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."  So, 
this passage begins with Nicodemus as a Rabbi-Teacher of Israel to explain to Jesus 
what he knows, and Jesus in essence asks him: 
  
"What do you really know, Nicodemus, you cannot really see or enter the Kingdom 
of God at this point, are you willing to submit to me as THE Rabbi-Teacher in order 

to truly understand and become my disciple?"  Jesus begins to explain to 
Nicodemus the importance of this inner transformation that will give true 

knowledge ("We knowledge from above"), effect sight, and give ability to enter the 
Kingdom. 

 
A New Start or A New Life? 
Notice that in Nicodemus' response to Jesus telling him "Truly, truly, You must be born 
again, or born from above" (v. 3), he hears Jesus' comment as a mere "new start", or a 
new beginning (v. 4).  Nicodemus at this point wants to know how he can go back to his 
mother's womb and start all over again, going through the motions and emotions that he 
has always gone through in attempting to keep the Law of God.  Nicodemus has "upheld 
the Law" as his community of Pharisees had interpreted it (cf. Paul's claims in Philippians 
3:1-10).  Rather than the Law pointing them to the Law-keeping of Messiah, they thought 
that they could uphold it in their own strength, by God's grace given to them through the 
covenant promises. 
  
Jesus does not want Nicodemus to try and make a new beginning or a new start, 
because there is no way one can.  Again, Jesus knows what is within a man (2:23-25) 
and he knows this propensity toward sin that comes from a man's heart must be 
changed.  He must be born from above!  He does not need a new start, but rather he 
needs a new life.  Literally, Jesus is telling Nicodemus "to get a life".   
  
How many times in our own lives do we merely try to "work harder", or "turn over a new 
leaf" with hopes that God might love us more?  How many times do we give this 
impression to others that this is what the Christian life is all about?  The Christian life is 
about a Sovereign and gracious God who by His Spirit wonderfully intrudes into our 
hearts, so that he might transform us into new creations and give us new life!  God 
breathes new life into us as he breathed life into Adam in Genesis 2 after he had formed 
the man from dust.  Just as Jesus took water and turned it into wine, so the Lord takes 
fallen sinners who apathetically could care less about the living God, and transforms us 
into new creations with new hearts so that we can serve the living God wholeheartedly! 
  
Nicodemus in essence wants to try a little harder.  He thinks Jesus is telling him to go 
back to his mother's womb and begin again.  This is "If-at-first-you-don't-succeed-try-try-
again-theology"!  However, the problem is, even if Nicodemus or anyone else could do 
this, begin again in his mother's womb, he would have the same sinful nature at the 



beginning as he did at the middle and end of their life!  No, to begin again is not the 
answer- - but to be born again, born from above, that is!  The womb was the place where 
we all were first corrupted by Adam's sin.  David says in Psalm 51: "Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me."  Jesus is saying to 
Nicodemus, you don't have a problem with doing, you have a problem of being.  In other 
words, we are not sinners because we sin; we sin because we are by nature sinners! 

 
You can imagine what Nicodemus is thinking talking face to face with Jesus: "I’m a 
knowledgeable and respected man in our community- - me? I must be born again, or 
born from above too!?  I'm not a Gentile 'sinner'- - I am a Pharisee- - I don't understand.  
This is where Jesus brings in some additional teaching on being born of water and Spirit, 
as well as the difference between fleshly and spiritual birth.  This is framed between 
verses 2 and 11, the "we knowledge" that Nicodemus approaches Jesus with, and the 
"we knowledge" that Jesus will impart to those who believe.  Let us look at this "We 
Knowledge" that is contrasted here. 
 
How Little We Know, How Little We Care! 
Remember, when Nicodemus first approaches Jesus, he says "We know that you are a 
teacher sent from God..."  Later, in verse 11, Jesus says: "We know the things we have 
seen..." The “We knowledge” of Nicodemus and his disciples is mere fleshly, human 
knowledge (v. 2).  The “We Knowledge” of Jesus and His disciples is Spirit-revealed 
knowledge (or, “Kingdom Knowledge”) (v. 11).  What do any of us know apart from God’s 
revelation in Scripture? John 1:1 says nothing!  Yet, there are reasonable witnesses 
testifying to the truth.  This is a good time to think back to John 1.  John 1 is a prologue 
that is expounded and explained in detail in each chapter of the Gospel of John.  Allow 
me to take you back to two important truths from the prologue that will hopefully help us 
to understand this dialogue better. 
  
In John 1:1-3, the Apostle John explains that "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God and God was the Word" (see first study on John's Gospel).   
  

What John is implicitly teaching us under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is that 
all knowledge is derived knowledge.  That means that all knowledge is ultimately 

revelational, or revealed knowledge.  John begins with revelation: "In the 
beginning was the Word".  Unless you were there "in the beginning" all knowledge 
that we have of God, the world and ourselves is derived knowledge.  Neither you 

nor I experientially learned or gained knowledge of God and the creation, yet it was 
reasonably and rationally presented to us by witnesses. 

  
In John 1, there are several references to testimony or witnesses, primarily speaking of 
John the Baptist.   

ESV 
John 1:7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him./ 
ESV 

John 1:8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light./ 

ESV 
John 1:15 ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This 

was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.'")/ 

ESV 
John 1:32 And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him./ 
ESV 

John 1:34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God." 

These verses teach us that although all knowledge is revealed knowledge and our 
knowledge of God, our world, and ourselves ultimately comes from God's revelation in 
His Word, God also gives us reasonable and rational testimonies or witnesses to the 
reality of this revelation (John the Baptist's ministry, the prophets, Jesus' signs and 
miracles).  However, the reasonable knowledge is based on the revelational knowledge 



and not the other way around.  In other words, in order truly to know God, our world and 
ourselves, we must have more than reason and rational proofs for God's existence and 
understanding meaning in this world in which we live.  We must have revelation: "In the 
beginning was the Word..."  This revelation precedes all other knowledge.  We must 
submit all of our reason to this revelation in order that we might truly know and believe by 
God's grace! 

 
What do any of us truly know about our world and ourselves?  

  
We must have revelation to make sense of our world.  We must not try to reason out 
God's existence and then believe.  God's existence in Scripture is always assumed and 
asserted: "In the beginning was the Word..."  We must believe in order to fully understand 
God, ourselves, our world.  God is the Master Interpreter of all things, including 
knowledge of himself, knowledge of ourselves, and knowledge of our world.  Jesus is 
saying to Nicodemus: "What do you know? Unless you are born from above, you will 
never truly know!"   
 
God Speaks and Man Stops, Listens, and Learns 
Even with all of the so-called proofs for the existence of God, what can we really know 
about him (is he personal, is he dangerous, is he loving, is he just, is he...)? Maybe our 
tastes, seeing, hearing, knowing- - all of this may be deceiving us - -maybe the world 
doesn't even exist around us; perhaps all of what we call reality is an illusion!  What if 
Eastern philosophy is correct: we are just characters in a dream and all of our senses 
deceive us!  Our knowledge of God, our world and ourselves must come from God-- it 
must come from above!   
  
Otherwise the only thing we can be sure of, is that we do not know.  All of the greatest of 
philosophers have had to say at the end of the day, "I just am not positively sure about 
my ideas and theories, I really can't tell you anything for certain."  As great as the 
philosophers of the world have been, and as much as they have actually assisted us in 
understanding of God's world through observation of general revelation, at the end of the 
day, we come back to the 18th century when the philosophers challenged all experiential 
and perceptive knowledge.  This left all people with returning to revelation from God if we 
are to know anything for sure.  This is exactly what God wanted to happen.   
  
God used unbelieving skeptical philosophers in order to return his people back to 
submission to His Word!  What grace!  True philosophy that can deliver real answers 
about God, our world and ourselves is displayed here in this conversation between Jesus 
and Nicodemus: If we truly want to know, we must remember that when God speaks 
(here in Jesus), man must stop, listen and learn! 
  

We can all truly know because God has graciously revealed it to us in His Word, 
but in order to believe this revelation, this truth in His Word, we must first be acted 
upon, we must first be transformed from the heart by the Spirit of God; we must be 
born from above!  We never understand, then believe.  We believe in order that we 

might truly understand! 
  

Jesus says: "Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 
to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things?" (vv. 11-12) 

  
Water and the Spirit 
Jesus points out to Nicodemus that to be born again, or born from above, means to be 
born of water and the Spirit (v. 5 explains v.3 as well as Nicodemus' misunderstanding 
about a new start or beginning again!).  What does the terms “water and Spirit” refer to?  



It is important to note first that Jesus is not teaching something new to Nicodemus.  He is 
amazed that Nicodemus is the Teacher of Israel and doesn't understand what he says to 
him (v. 10)!  So, when looking at this passage, we want to be careful not to read too 
much thought of baptism or modern scientific knowledge back into the verses without first 
looking at the Old Covenant Scriptures for help! 
  
The terms "water and Spirit" is not teaching baptismal regeneration as some have 
thought because the emphasis is on the work of the Spirit in verses 3-10.  The Spirit is 
the One who does the work within us (vv. 8-10).  This cannot be baptismal regeneration 
(or becoming a Christian through baptism water and the Holy Spirit) because that would 
be anachronistic in this context.  It would be reading something into this time period that 
was not taught until later in the history of the Church. [Note: Although I would say that the 
sign of water used in baptism is an external, visible sign of a Spirit-wrought inward, 
invisible reality in the believer.  The sign (water) and the thing signified (new birth) are 
very closely related.  They are to be kept distinct, but never separated.  However, in this 
passage, I don't believe John is referring to New Covenant baptism]. 
  
"Water and Spirit" is not merely amniotic fluid suggesting a natural birth and then a 
supernatural birth, this would be reading back into that day an understanding of the birth 
process that we know that they did not.  Rather, “water and Spirit” is one concept 
describing an Old Covenant teaching and reality (not merely a New Covenant reality, 
because Jesus wonders why the teacher of Israel doesn’t get it!). 
  
Israel’s teacher has mere “we knowledge” from below.  Revealed knowledge “from 
above” has been revealed through the Prophets: Ezekiel: 11:19ff; 36:26ff; Isaiah: Is. 44:3; 
59:21; Jeremiah: Jer. 31:31ff; David: Psalm 51.  From these Scriptures, particularly from 
Ezekiel 36:26ff, we learn of what Jesus is referring to by "water and Spirit".  The reason 
Jesus is amazed at Nicodemus' lack of understanding, was that Nicodemus was a 
Reverend Doctor, a professor of Israel who taught the Scriptures.  If he didn't know about 
the promises of God being given by the Holy Spirit from the Book of Ezekiel, then what 
did the people know?  A student is never greater than his master/teacher! 
  
Jesus chides Nicodemus when he says in v. 10: "You are the Teacher of Israel and you 
don't know these things?!"  Jesus is saying to Nicodemus: "Were you sleeping in 
seminary when you took the course on the Prophets, particularly Ezekiel?"  Let us read 
the passage from Ezekiel to see the promise that God has revealed to his people through 
the Scriptures: 
  
 
Ezekiel 36:22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is 
not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my 
holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 

23 
And 

I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that 
I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness 
before their eyes. 

24 
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 

countries and bring you into your own land. 
25 

I will sprinkle clean water on you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will 
cleanse you. 

26 
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 

And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules. 

28 
You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, 

and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 

And I will deliver you from all 
your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no 
famine upon you.  
  



The Old Covenant promise of the Prophet Ezekiel to those who submitted to God's 
revelation in His Word was that God would graciously cleanse his people with water -- 
God would purify them, as well as to give them a new heart and a new spirit.  The 
following chapter, Ezekiel 37 is worth reading and comparing with this teaching that 
Nicodemus should have been aware of.  In Ezekiel 37, Ezekiel sees a vision of a valley of 
dry bones (representing dead Israel), and the Spirit moves upon those bones and causes 
them to live!  This is what is meant by the terms "water and Spirit".  The water of 
cleansing and purification that God will sprinkle on his people, and the new hearts he will 
give them by His grace- - and this all because of the work of God's Spirit (v. 8)! 
  
A Tale of Two Births 
Jesus says: "Flesh gives birth to flesh and Spirit gives birth to spirit" (v. 6).  Now let's look 
at the other two terms "flesh and spirit".  It is easy to interpret this as some 
Hellenistic/Greek concept.  In much Hellenistic/Greek thinking of the time, there was a 
dualism between matter and spirit.  The flesh, or material things were evil, corrupt and to 
be one day destroyed.  While spiritual, or immaterial things were good things and so 
people sought out spiritual things over material things. 
  
But Jesus is not a Hellenist or Greek!  He is speaking of two “levels” of existence, if you 
will.  The flesh he is referring to is a “from below existence”, and the spirit is describing a 
“from above existence”, but both are physical, as well as spiritual existence and reflective 
of true humanity (not a Greek conception or notion of separating body and soul/spirit).   
  
"Flesh", or “Below existence” is characterized by separation from God, mere “we 
knowledge” (v. 2) of who God is (as well as who we are as God’s creatures), sin, 
culminating in death and eternal separation from God our Creator.  "Spirit" refers to 
“Above existence” or “eternal life”, characterized by reconciliation with God, “we 
knowledge” (v.11) as disciples of Christ (Spirit-revealed knowledge) redemption, life of 
repentance, power over sin, and life eternal. 
  
This takes us back to what we learned earlier in the study.  The importance of the priority 
of revelation again (v. 11- “heavenly things”, or Spirit-revealed things, and “earthly 
things”).  Jesus tells Nicodemus that flesh gives birth to flesh, meaning that flesh or 
"earthly beings" give birth to more earthly beings who have the same sinful condition as 
all other earthly beings since the fall of man.  These earthly beings are characterized by 
separation from God, sin, and ultimately dying and returning to dust. 
  
In contrast, Spirit gives birth to spirit.  The Spirit of God coming down by God's grace 
from above, gives new hearts, new life, new sight, new ability to believe and love God.  In 
other words, the Spirit begets children of God not because of human will, desiring or 
working, but because He has the power and authority to transform earthly, flesh beings, 
into heavenly, spiritual beings by His grace.  In other words, the Spirit of God transforms 
enemies of God (cf. Rom. 5:8-10) into children of God.  Remember John 1 again: 
  
John 1:11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

12
 But to all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 

13
 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 
 

Notice verse 13: "Who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God."  From below, as earthly, flesh beings, we rely on the Spirit from above 
to reveal to us heavenly, spiritual things.  In John 3:12, Jesus says to Nicodemus before 
he begins his sermonette, or monologue on the "love from above" (3:16ff): "If I told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you of heavenly 
things?" 
  



Again, this emphasizes the importance of understanding that all “heavenly things” are 
revealed through God’s Word to us.  Earthly things are mere reasonable things, but not 
“God-foolish things” like resurrected men from the dead, supernatural inspiration of the 
Holy Scriptures and God becoming incarnate, or enfleshing himself in being born of a 
virgin, yet without sin.  It is important to remember when witnessing the gospel to family 
and friends, heavenly things will always be “foolish things” to those who do not believe.  
For those who believe, heavenly things are “wise things” revealed only to babes (cf. 
Matthew 11:25-29).  But notice how Jesus points Nicodemus by His grace to another 
passage in the Old Covenant Scriptures in order to offer Nicodemus hope and life in Him! 
  
A Serpent and a Savior, A Sickness and a Cure 
In John 3:14-15, Jesus says:  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life."  
Jesus has descended "from above" to give us knowledge of heavenly things.  I 
understand this reference to Numbers 21 as Jesus presenting the gospel to Nicodemus 
and also the way he must come to understand heavenly things by the Spirit of God.  Let 
us read from Numbers 21:4ff: 
  
4 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 
5 

And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food." 

6 
Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many people of Israel died. 
7 

And the people came to Moses and 
said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. 
Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for 
the people. 

8 
And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent and set it on a 

pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live." 
9 
So Moses made a 

bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at 
the bronze serpent and live. 
  
Jesus is teaching Nicodemus that he too, as well as all of Israel should realize that the 
only way to life is by looking away from themselves to the One who can take away their 
sins and heal them (Isa. 53:1-8).  Jesus, like the serpent lifted up on the pole, was God's 
only way for God's people to have life.  Sin is like the bite of the serpents, it is deadly and 
leads us to eternal death and separation from God (James 1:13-15), yet Jesus is our 
cure, the One to bring life to all who look to him to be made well and reconciled to God. 
  
This reality of Jesus' healing grace would have reminded Nicodemus as well as ourselves 
that in order to be healed, one must first realize they are sick and in need of a doctor.  All 
of Nicodemus' works for God in his many attempts at keeping the Law of God as a 
Pharisee would never make him righteous.  Foundationally, in his heart of hearts lurked 
sin and death, and the only cure for his disease was the submitting to the Lord Jesus and 
His revelation of salvation for those who believe! 
  
We are distant from this occasion by many years.  Yet, everyone born of the flesh, every 
human being must understand, that if they are going to be saved, they must look to the 
dying Savior who was lifted up on the cross, to die for the sins of those who believe.  The 
only cure for our wickedness, our sins, our problem of death (that is coming for all of us if 
Christ doesn't return first!) is the Son of Man who was lifted up for our transgressions and 
put to death for our Law-breaking!  This Son of Man was resurrected and seated at God's 
right hand so that His Spirit might come and dwell within us, teaching us of His grace, 
and learning to live and walk as He lived and walked before His God and Father! 
  
John 20:31 says that these things were written so that you might believe and have life 
eternal in Jesus' name!  Do you believe?  Are you aware of anything more than mere 



"earthly things", or has the Spirit of God worked in you to bring about a new creation 
transformation, cleansing your heart with water and awakening you to true revelational 
knowledge of God, your world and yourself!  Do you know these "heavenly things"?  
Have you been born from above?  Seek the LORD today to make your calling and 
election sure (2 Peter 1:10). 
  
Remember the words to a favorite Christmas hymn: 
  

"God rest you merry, Gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, remember Christ our 
Savior was born on Christmas day, to save us all from Satan's power when we 
were gone astray; O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of 

comfort and joy!" 
  

 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, Commentary on John's Gospel  

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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JOHN 3:16-36: "LOVE, LIGHT, AND TRUTH FROM ABOVE" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
  
Introduction 
Today's study is from John 3:16-36.  In this passage, Jesus' dialogue with Nicodemus 
becomes a trial of faith for the whole world!  What can be appreciated about the 
movement of theological details and teaching in John 3, is that what begins as a "friendly 
theological dialogue" between Nicodemus and Jesus becomes a meditation and 
reflection on the Person and Work of Christ.  All of the "We knowledge from above" (3:11-
see last week's study) calls us all to faith in the Lord Jesus!  There can be no neutrality! 
  

From theological dialogue to trial of faith 
  
After the conversation with Nicodemus where Jesus challenges his beliefs and "earthly 
knowledge" or knowledge from below (3:11ff), John the Baptist in essence teaches the 
same things to his disciples as well and points them away from himself to Jesus (3:22-
30).  He tells them that Jesus must increase; he must decrease.  His ministry is passing 
away and therefore if you want to know of the things revealed from above, you must 
listen to him!  The section that follows is Jesus' ministry outside of the Jewish circles and 
from among those who have been introduced to Messiah by John the Baptist. 
  
Let's begin with an overview of the chapter to help us to proceed (there are always 
different ways of breaking up a piece or pericope of Scripture, but this is the way I will do 
it in our study).  In John 3:1-15, there is a dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus, who 
comes at night to ask Jesus some questions.  Then the Apostle John records reflections 
or meditation on what Jesus taught in 3:16-21  
  
[Note: It is argued whether this is Jesus who is still speaking, or John the Apostle 
reflecting on what Jesus said.  Either way, the words are inspired and derived from Jesus' 
teaching, but I believe they are the Apostle's John reflections on what Jesus said after 
Jesus was crucified and resurrected.  This can be the trouble of "red letter" edition 
Bibles.  We don't want to give more importance to Jesus' words in contrast to the 
apostles' words, and we don't want to unnecessarily quote Jesus verbatim where we are 
not sure because there are not quotation marks in the Greek text.  This is for your 
consideration]. 
  
In John 3:22-30 we have John the Baptist's last works to his disciples as his ministry is 
passing away and Jesus' ministry is gaining in importance as God ordained it to (v. 27).  
Finally, in John 3:31-36 we have more of the Apostle John's reflections on the ministry of 
Jesus, a kind of epilogue if you will because it summarizes much of what Jesus taught 
and said to Nicodemus in John 3:1-15.  Again, there is debate over whether Jesus, John 
the Baptist, or the Apostle John is speaking (see note above).  I believe these are 
reflections by the Apostle John who wrote the gospel, but the truth is the same no matter 
who said it because it was inspired by the ONE Author, the Holy Spirit, but it is good to 
know this! 
  
Today, we will look at these verses in two parts: 1) All men face to face with Jesus Christ 
and His Love (v. 16), Light (vv.19-21), and Truth (vv.11-15; 31-34) can never be neutral, 
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and 2) The Friend of the Bridegroom (or "Jesus' best man") witnesses finally to the Love, 
Light, and Truth of God revealed "from above". 
  
John 3:16-36 
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

17 
For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

19 
And this is 

the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their deeds were evil. 

20 
For everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21 

But 
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been carried out in God." 

22 
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 

Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing. 
23 

John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were 
coming and being baptized 

24 
(for John had not yet been put in prison). 

25 
Now a 

discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 
26 

And 
they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to 
whom you bore witness- look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him." 

27 
John 

answered, "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
28 

You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent 
before him.' 

29 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. 
Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 

30 
He must increase, but I must decrease." 

31 

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

32 
He bears witness to 

what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 
33 

Whoever receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 

34 
For he whom God has sent utters the 

words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 
35 

The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into his hand. 

36 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 

whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
  
I. All men face to face with Jesus Christ can never be neutral! (3:16-26) 
  
Love from above (3:16-18) 
God is love! (1 John 4:8). John 3:1-15 speaks of the subject of faith, that is, it focuses us 
on the Holy Spirit and how we are regenerated, born again, or born from above by God's 
gracious and Holy Spirit.  Now the focus in John 3:16 is on the object of our faith.  We 
look by faith to the Son of God who has been crucified for our sins.  We look to the Son 
for life eternal and for the forgiveness of sins.  For in the death of the Son, the Only Son 
of God, God gives to us a substitute, a Righteous Substitute for sinners! 
  
God is righteous in all he says and does.  His Word and His Ways are righteous because 
He is righteous in and of himself.  God is righteousness and love.  God's love requires 
that His creatures are righteous and obey him perfectly.  Because of our disobedence 
and sin against our Righteous Creator, we are unable to show forth love for God and 
neighbor and therefore unable to produce true and saving righteousness from the heart. 
  
We are in the condition as sinners of being unable to see or enter the Kingdom of God as 
Jesus says in John 3:3-7, and so we must be born again or born from above!  God in his 
love for us not only gives to us knowledge ("We knowledge" of verse 11) that comes from 
above, but shows forth his love for us in giving His Only and Dear Son as a payment for 
our sins. 
  



God shows forth his love to us in Jesus!  People today request that God would 
show them that He loves them.  Many people are looking for evidences of God's grace 
and mercy in their lives today.  I have heard people say that if God would just show me 
his love in my life, then I would believe in Him.  Even Christians get caught up in this kind 
of "theological tit for tat" by committing to serve and love God "IF" he will show forth his 
love in the way they have prayerfully assigned him to accomplish. 
  
But God does show his love!  Rather, God has in an ultimate way shown his love for us in 
real time and space, in real history!  In the death of God's only Son, God has shown forth 
in the One who was raised up, that He is willing and able to forgive all those who will 
believe upon this Substitute that He has so graciously provided.   
  
The Christian life is always about looking away from oneself to Jesus Christ, the One who 
forgives us all of our sins and provides a substitute for our sins so that we shall not 
perish, but live with God for eternity!  What more love could God show than that He 
already has shown to the world in the Person and Work of Jesus?! 
  
God is Righteous and Shows Forth His Righteousness in Jesus 
God shows to the whole world what his righteousness requires in the death of his only 
Son.  Because we are without righteousness, God provides the righteousness we need in 
the Person of His Only Son.  Jesus was sent as v. 16 says by God because He is 
gracious and "so loved" the world!  Those who believe are "so loved"- - love that is 
explained and exegeted in the death of God's Son.  The Apostle Paul explains this in a 
beautiful and precious passage from Romans 8:31-39 (if ever you doubt God's "so love" 
for you, read and re-read this passage): 
  
Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 

32 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 

Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 
Who is to condemn? Christ 

Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

35 
Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

36 
As it is written, "For your sake we are being 

killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37 

No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 
For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 

39 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
God's righteousness requires our life as his creatures.  We must die for our sins 
committed against our Creator (Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 3:10-23).  He is Holy and Just 
and must punish our many sins!  We owe God our very life here on earth and we use 
God and his many gifts to sin against Him!  God's justice requires that we pay the penalty 
for our sins and for our trespassing unrighteously in His world. 
  
Yet God gives His Son to die for a substitute!  God loves the world "so much" that he 
allows his Son to pay our penalty.  God is loving, yet just. He must punish sin, but he can 
punish sin in His Only Son if He so chooses.  This way, God's holiness and justice is not 
violated!  God's holiness and justice is upheld because the infinitely Righteous Jesus 
Who love the Father more than any of us can ever imagine, dies for sinners by 
undergoing the infinitely unbearable punishment for our sins.  The Apostle Paul describes 
this righteousness of God displayed in the death of His Only Son! 
  
Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it- 

22 
the righteousness 



of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 

and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 
whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 
sins. 

26 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  
How much more could God show forth his love to a sinful and dying world?  God never 
withholds his goodness and mercy to those who ask him for it!  Rather, because of pride, 
the sinful and dying world, doesn't want God's mercy and love!  God gives abundantly to 
us in Jesus Christ, yet the world (both Jews and Gentiles) refuse His gift to them!  What 
does God give in Jesus? 
  
God gives to those who believe the righteousness and life they need to enter his 
presence and be saved.  Jesus, the Only Son of God and the Righteous One who did 
perfectly obey God and love God with all His heart, soul, mind and strength, so loved us 
that God gave him to be our substitute in the death for sins we deserved, and in return 
when we believe, Jesus unites us to himself and gives us life in Him!  We will never again 
be separated from God because the death of Christ has brought reconciliation to God 
and man, the Creator and the creatures can dwell together again by faith and because of 
God showing forth His love for all who believe! 
  
God gives eternal life for those who believe in the Name of Jesus!  What is eternal 
life?  Life in Jesus the One Who is with the Spirit without measure (v. 35) and the 
One in Whom we dwell or find life.  "Life Eternal" is life of the Age to Come that is 
NOW because we are united to Jesus by faith and receive a downpayment of His 

Spirit. 
  
What An Unbelieving World! 
But the world does not receive this life (1:10ff and in John 3:32ff).  Only those who have 
been born again, born from above (3:3-7), or have "we knowledge" of John 3:11, and 
who believe! (vv. 15-16).  Yet, here is the awfully sad news!  God has shown His love in 
the in the death of his Son.  He has invited us to partake in life eternal, in His presence 
forever, and man does not receive this good news by faith!  
  
Because of this revelation "from above" (cf. v. 11-15), all men are accountable to this 
revelation.  Every person who has ever been born, everyone who is part of this present 
world, past, present, and future; every person born of flesh, born of a woman, is held 
accountable to this reality and revelation of God "from above" in Christ!  There can be no 
neutrality since God has acted clearly in real time and history to reveal his love.   
  

You either love Jesus or you do not!  There is no middle ground!  And you must 
take God at his word by faith for all that he reveals, not just what you want to 

believe!  You cannot pick and choose the teachings of Scripture that "seem" or 
"feel right" or merely those you want to believe! 

  
In a pluralistic, postmodern culture today, we must remind everyone that our love for 
Jesus is not merely "our preference in religion" or "the one that makes me feel religiously 
good about myself".  Rather, God has acted and showed forth his love in this world and 
men are without excuse.  We must call everyone is this world to repentance!  In Jesus, 
God "so loved" the world and revealed "from above" by His Grace and Spirit that a New 
Creation,  a New World was dawning in Jesus!  
  
Which world are you a part of?  The world full of evil and darkness of this present age, or 
part of the World to Come by faith.  God so loved this world (Jews and Gentiles) so that 



we might become because of the birth from above and by faith part of the world to come 
and avoid the sentence of condemnation that has been passed upon this present world 
and all its inhabitants.  As J. R. R. Tolkien's imagery of Middle Earth in the 'Lord of the 
Rings', the present earth is covered by shadow.  This is the Apostle John's conception of 
the world in present darkness by sin and the presence of evil. 
  

Into this wicked world of shadow, God sent forth His Son to die!  What grace and 
abundant kindness!   

  
"All Men Are Without Excuse!" 
The Apostle Paul also addressed a very pluralistic and Pre-Postmodern culture (:-)> in 
Acts 17.  Read carefully how the love, light, and truth of God, revealed "from above" 
makes men without excuse, particularly on this side of the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ! Also note as we learned last week, that revelation knowledge 
("we knowledge from above", John 3:11) is always to precede reason ("we knowledge 
from below", John 3:2).  Notice how Paul reasons, but reasons in submission to God's 
greater revelation revealed by God in Jesus! 
  
Acts 17:16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 

17 
So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every 
day with those who happened to be there. 

18 
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, "What does this babbler 
wish to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities"- 
because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 

19 
And they took hold of him 

and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new teaching 
is that you are presenting? 

20 
For you bring some strange things to our ears. We 

wish to know therefore what these things mean." 
21 

Now all the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new.  
  
22 

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very religious. 

23 
For as I passed along and observed the 

objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown 
god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24 
The God 

who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man, 

25 
nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. 

26 
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 

face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 
dwelling place, 

27 
that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their 

way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
28 

for 
"'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets 
have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'  
  
29 

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 

30 
The 

times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere 
to repent, 

31 
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 

32 
Now when they heard of the 

resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, "We will hear you again 
about this." 

33 
So Paul went out from their midst. 

34 
But some men joined him and 

believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named 
Damaris and others with them. 
  



Men cannot merely sit idly by as Jesus Christ and His people declare the good news of 
God's love revealed "from above" to the world.  As verse 30 above teaches us, "the times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent!"  
There is no neutrality in this world.  You are either for Christ, or against Christ.   
  

To put this another way, you are either Pro-Christ, or Anti-Christ!  You either 
receive God's revelation in Jesus "from above" or you are merely working with 

"earthly, fleshly, human knowledge, from below" and this mere earthly knowledge 
from below will damn you (3:18; 36). 

  
Light from above (3:19-21) 
So, why do men now accept the love God has shown them in the cross of Jesus?  Why 
do men choose to be condemned and damned? Do they not understand how wonderfully 
gracious God is in giving Christ so that no one will perish, but have eternal life?  
Ultimately, the reason why (humanly speaking) men do not believe is because they do 
not want to; they do not desire to give up their evil deeds and come into the light in order 
for their evil to be exposed by the living God.  Men freely choose NOT to believe and stay 
in the darkness, rather than dwell in the light of God's favor.   
  
Notice something important from verse 21 is that we all (the whole world) come from the 
darkness into the light.  Our place of origin, our natural tendency is toward the darkness 
and not the light.  We are not born in the light, we are born in the place of shadows.  Yet 
when we come toward the light, we come by God's grace to show forth the work God 
alone by His Spirit has done in us!  We come toward the light of God revealed because 
God has first acted upon us and in us by His Spirit.  This shows forth the outward 
manifestation and work of the Holy Spirit, who we cannot see, yet see his work in people 
as the wind blows the trees (3:8).   
  
We rejoice to live in the light, not because we are naturally "light and life people", 

we are by nature "dark and death people".  
  
In Jesus is life and this life was the light of men (1:4-5).  When we believe upon the One 
and Only Son of God, we become partakers of His life and this brings us into His light to 
live by His Word!  Only by being born from above, or born again, will we know this life 
which is light in Jesus and we will then believe in Jesus and have eternal life! 
  
Truth from above (3:31-36) 
Truth has been revealed by God in Christ.  This is the knowledge "from above" that we 
considered in the last study (3:11; 3:31-34).  Either believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, or 
be condemned (v. 18), the wrath of God abides, remains, dwells on those who reject 
God's one and only Son (v. 36).  Now none of us like to speak or think of God's wrath.  
But because the Love, Light, and Truth of God has been clearly revealed in the Person 
and Work of Christ, and because there is no neutrality in the presence of Jesus and His 
teaching, men are either with life, or without life.   
  
Men are either by faith "living" NOW, or "perishing" NOW.  Just as Christians have 

life by the Spirit  NOW, and yet we have not experienced the full life of being 
resurrected and fully present in the presence of Christ, so those who do not have 
life are under condemnation and God's wrath NOW, even though they do not fully 

experience it as of yet. 
  
Just as Christians now are just as present-tense alive in the Spirit as they will be when 
they are fully resurrected to be with Christ (cf. John 5:24ff), so those who are dead to 
Christ and God's love are present-tense as condemned and under God's wrath now.  
Both are events that will fully occur when Jesus returns again, it is a present reality now! 
  



Pro-Christ or Anti-Christ? 
We must pray to have compassion on the lost, those who reject God's love in Jesus, His 
Light of revelation, and His truth.  They are not merely people who are living their lives 
unproductively and without true meaning in God's world!  They are those who are marked 
with God's wrath and condemnation.   
  
Sinful unbelievers are marked men like Cain in the Old Covenant.  They are marked 

men who have the number of the beast or the Anti-Christ mark upon them.  The 
mark of Revelation 13 (also written by the Apostle John) is a present-tense mark 

found on all of those not Pro-Christ, but who are in reality Anti-Christ.  Again, there 
is no neutrality, we are either for him (Pro-Christ), or against him (Anti-Christ), 

there is no getting around it! 
  
We don't have to come up with some fanciful and fabulous interpretation of the Book of 
Revelation to understand that there is light and darkness, believers and unbelievers, the 
Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) and the Unholy trinity (Dragon, Beast and False 
Prophet), and we are either part of the light or the darkness, we are either believers or 
unbelievers, and we either serve the Holy Trinity or the unholy trinity, and with this 
realization we must understand that we are either marked PRO-CHRIST, or ANTI-
CHRIST!  Either our names are written in the Lamb's Book and have his mark on us, or 
we have the mark of the Beast of Revelation. 
  
If men choose to merely work with "earthly knowledge from below" and not revelational 
"heavenly knowledge from above", then they are bound to end up as skeptics or fools 
who have deceived themselves in their own hearts and said that there is no God (Psalm 
14).  The reality based on revelation "from above" is that Men have no right to be 
atheists, skeptics and agnostics for the revelation "from above" has been revealed clearly 
to all in this world!   
  
Yet sinful unbelievers will do all they can to suppress and deny it because they do 
not want to come into the light because their deeds are evil.  So, they stay fooling 
themselves that they are "happy, warm and content" in a deep, dark, cavernous 

hell of their own making!   
  
They smile and go through the motions and emotions of everyday life on the outside, but 
inside is venomous sin running through their veins, sin that deceives them, and keeps 
them locked up in deep, dark, cold cavernous, hell-like darkness because in reality they 
know not God, themselves, or understand fully the world in which they live.  They are 
about exchanging the truth of God for a lie, suppressing the truth revealed "from above" 
so that they can try and silence their consciences and hearts that were created by God 
for His glory!   
  
The Apostle Paul clearly makes this known in Romans 1, an extremely important 
passage for understanding revelation "from above" (cf. John 3:2-11), as well as 
understanding the present-tense wrath and condemnation of God right NOW on 
unbelievers! 
  
ESV 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. 

19 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 
20 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

21 
For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 
Claiming to be 

wise, they became fools, 
23 

and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 



images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 

Therefore 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 

25 
because they exchanged the truth about God for 

a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen. 
  
The Christian Abuse of God's Love, Light, and Truth! 
In Jesus, the revelation of God "from above" has been revealed in his Love, Light, and 
His Truth as we learned from these verses, but what we do with God's revelation of love, 
light, and truth as Christians?  Let's think about this for a moment.  If we were honest 
enough to admit it, sometimes we practically reject God's love, light and truth.  In fact, 
sometimes we use and abuse God's love, light and truth. 
  
Let me tell a story to you. Awhile back, I unintentionally hurt one of my friend's feelings.  I 
had cancelled on him and was unable to meet him because another event suddenly 
came up.  My friend was kind enough to tell me that it hurt his feelings and he felt like that 
I had not shown to him true friendship.   
  
He was rightfully hurt (as I would have been) because I chose another event and person 
over him even though we had plans.  I couldn't understand why I would do such a thing.  I 
apologized, but I had to think about my heart and the "why's" of what I had done.  I think it 
is always important to check deeper than the behavior- - check your heart to see what 
"root tendency" you may be having.  Well, suddenly by God's grace, I was able to explain 
to myself and my friend what had happened. 
  
My friend was good to me; he was always there for me.  The other event was more 
pressing and the person involved was not always good and there for me.  So, I chose the 
other situation in order to "solve a situation" while taking advantage of my friend's 
goodness to me.  What happened was, I was using the friend, the very one that had 
shown me kindness and favor, and rather than showing back love and kindness to this 
friend, I cancelled and used them.  How did I use them?  Well, I knew that the friend 
'would' forgive me and 'would' still be there for me even if I cancelled! 
  
I repented of this and asked my friend's forgiveness; he forgave me and we are growing 
together in Christ today, yet I learned a valuable lesson from this.   
  

God shows us great favor, love and forgiveness in Christ.  Yet how many times, 
because we do know that he is loving, merciful and forgiving toward us, do we take 

advantage of His love?  How many times to we sin against his love by loving 
something or someone more than Him? How many times do we sin against His 

light in our hearts by doing what we know to be wrong? How many times do we sin 
against God's truth, doing what is right in our own eyes and knowing what is true 

about God, yet not believing it? 
  
We can think of this in our relationships, particularly if you are married.  Do you sin 
against the goodness of your husband or wife? Do you sin against them and use them, 
even unintentionally like I above, because you know they will forgive you and still love 
you?  We must repent of this toward God and His love, light, and truth "from above", but 
also in our relationships to others.   
  
In fact, we must be willing to love, care, and treat fairly even those who do not love us!  
We must be careful not to use the grace and love, light, and truth of God revealed "from 
above", by willingly sinning against God, then going for forgiveness to him!  He will 
forgive us, but we must remember that he truly loves us!  Let this grip your heart and you 
will not desire to ever take advantage of his love, light, and truth revealed in Jesus! 
  



II. The Friend of the Bridegroom, or "Jesus' Best Man"(3:27-36) 
John the Baptist was preparing the way, bringing the Bridegroom as God's "best man" to 
His Bride.  John's ministry was given to him by God (v. 27), and he was committed to 
being the forerunner who prepared the way for King-Messiah.  Now the imagery of the 
bride and bridegroom is used metaphorically to make a point to John's disciples who are 
taken back by Jesus' ministry gaining more disciples and increasing in importance in their 
eyes. 
  
One important thing we can learn from this metaphor is that God was in Christ being 
betrothed to His Bride by faith.  As the Old Testament spoke of Israel being the bride of 
YHWH (Book of Hosea), so God is in Christ now making the betrothal official through his 
life, death, resurrection and ascension. 
  
Therefore, John says:  
  

"I must decrease and He must increase".   
  
In other words, the best man is only needed at the meeting of the Bride and Bridegroom.  
After the Bride has received the Bridegroom, there is no need for him (rather, he is in the 
way!).  So, John must allow the Bridegroom to devote himself to His Bride and now by 
faith, the Bride must give her all to her Bridegroom!   
  
"Hey! What's the best man doing ruining the wedding night?!" 
You who are married, think about this: As much as you appreciated the best man at your 
wedding, did any of you ever want him to spend the marriage night with him, or the 
honeymoon? My best man was my dad and he planned, supported, and executed the 
wedding standing by my side the whole time until I took my bride into my arms and 
cruised the wedding scene with people shouting, throwing rice, and my brother (younger!) 
trying to give me advice that I might need for my wedding night! 
  
But my dad stayed at the wedding ceremony, went home to be with his family because 
his calling, his ministry if you will, of being my best man was complete; it was over.  The 
same is happening here. 
  

God's people, including John's former disciples, were being united to their long-
awaited Messiah-Bridegroom and therefore the "friend of the Bridegroom", or 

Jesus' best man understood that his service was over. 
  
John the Baptist rejoiced that God called him to be the "best man" as Jesus was being 
betrothed to his bride of faith, yet when his time, as well as all of the ministry of the Old 
Covenant came to an end in him (cf. Matt. 11:1ff), his ministry was over!  By God's grace, 
he fully understood the extent and period of his ministry and when it was time to stop 
doing what he had been doing in preparing the way for King-Messiah, he began to 
decrease. 
  
How about you?  Do you want to decrease and allow Jesus to increase in your life?  Do 
you seek your will and your way, or are you striving toward asking Jesus "How can you 
increase in significance in my life?"  "How can you be seen more clearly and consistently 
in my life, Lord?"  Speaking as a minister, it is a great challenge for all of us to remember 
that our ministries specifically, as well as our entire lives generally are for the glory and 
honor of Christ!  May God grant that we continue to meditate on this reality. 
  
Don't forget, John the Baptist's ministry was extremely important to the gospel of Jesus.  I 
mean, he was the Messiah's "best man" with regards to the Groom and the wedding.  
When the time had come for his ministry to fade away with the Old Covenant way of 
doing things, this must have been a great challenge for the man!  We cannot realistically 



expect a sinful man, although one sent by God as a witness to Jesus Christ, not to 
struggle with the pride and importance of his own ministry.  Yet, by God's grace, at the 
end of the day, John the Baptist was pleased to give up his ministry for Christ, and was 
willing to lay down his life, knowing his time had come and his ministry had been 
accomplished (Matthew 11; Luke 7:19ff). 
  
Jesus' Ministry, or "OUR" Ministry? 
The main point of this passage in John is to record the final words of John the Baptist to 
his disciples who have grown very close to he and his ministry, as well as to again point 
out the transition from John's ministry to focus ultimately on the Christ!  Yet there is an 
application we can think of today was we serve the Lord as well.  John was willing to 
place Jesus' ministry first, over his own; it was what he was called to do.  His attitude 
reflected one who had understood his ministry in the right perspective because of the 
Holy Spirit.  His ministry in redemptive-history was coming to an end.   
  

We are also privileged to serve in redemptive-history, yet on this side of Jesus' 
cross and resurrection!  We also point away from ourselves to the Lord Christ, but 

do we have the same attitude as John the Baptist? 
  
How about you?  Are you supportive of other's ministries that seem more important than 
your own?  When you see other's ministries are you supportive of them because of what 
has been given to them by God (v. 27: "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it 
is given him from heaven."), or are you jealous and divisive and envious that their 
ministry is gaining more disciples than your own?  It is not the explicit teaching of John in 
this passage, but there is some truth of application worth noting. 
  
John explains to his disciples that none of us have anything other than what God has 
given to us: "A person cannot receive (or have) even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven."  The Apostle Paul notes the same truth when writing to the Corinthian 
congregation that was divided and jealous of others' ministries: "What do you have that 
you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?" 
(1 Cor. 4:7).  In other words, don't you know your calling and your ministry and your 
assignment by God is extremely significant and needed as you diligently obey God where 
he has gifted and called you.  There is never any reason for us to questions God's call to 
us. 
  
We are called by God to personally and as a congregation of Christ to witness to the 
great truth that the Love of God, the Light of God and the Truth of God "from above" has 
come in the Person of Jesus Christ!  He must increase; we must decrease.  The next 
time you are struggling with someone else who seems to have a "better ministry" than 
your own, remind yourself that you may be being deceived by the Evil One who longs 
and plots to divide Christ's people, rather than having them acting according to their gifts 
and the faith that has been given them so that they might work together to proclaim the 
Name of Jesus Christ - - the One who has come to die for those who believe (3:16). 
  
You know the truth? If the Evil One can divide us from within, we will not long for others 
to believe and be saved; we will not see the condemned sinners with God's wrath already 
resting and remaining on them!  We will only be interested in our self-important ministries 
that we think so highly of, while the world around us perishes because of our division, 
lack of unity, and lack of love for one another.  We must repent whenever we get like 
John the Baptist's disciples and say: "Look, that minister or ministry there is gaining more 
disciples!"  The attitude is wrong and must be healed by God's grace and forgiveness 
applied to our hearts! 
  
Do You Believe? 



John 20:31 says: "But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."  Do you know of 
His love from above? Have you believed upon the Lord Jesus, the One and Only Son 
revealed by God because he "so loved" the world? 
  
Do you live in the light as he is in the light?  Do you believe the truth that has been 
revealed "from above" through the lips of Jesus and through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit? 
  
Believe today on the Lord Jesus Christ and truly begin to live, and to live for eternity in 
the presence of God.  If you reject him, you are dangerously rejecting the very God 
whose wrath is pointed and aimed directly toward you, and Who is the only One able to 
take away that wrath and condemnation that is on you presently because of the Only 
Substitute that He has provided! 
  
You must understand if you have rejected the love, light and truth of God "from above" 
that the only One Who is keeping you from falling immediately into his Holy presence and 
experiencing His eternal wrath, is the One you have made your enemy because of your 
rejection!  You are under condemnation and His wrath now!  Plead with the living and 
holy and righteous God, and beg mercy because of Jesus satisfying God's wrath in your 
place! 
  
If you make God your enemy, you have made the only One Who can or will save you, 
your ultimate foe and the Scriptures say:  
  

"It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31).   
  

Seek the Lord while he may be found!  Believe his love displayed in Christ, come 
into his light, and live by the truth revealed- - all by His grace "from above"!  If you 
can see or hear or enter the Kingdom of God- - do so immediately and see cover 

from God's wrath and condemnation in the righteous covering of Jesus! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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