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Introduction 
Nicodemus was an influential Pharisee (as we learned in our previous study of John 3)!  
He had memorized the entire Old Covenant Scriptures.  He was the learned "Reverend 
Doctor" and leader of disciples in the Jewish community (see John 3 and previous 
studies).  He was respected everywhere he went, holding his head up as "one who sits in 
Moses' seat" (Matt. 23). 
  
She was nameless and lacked influence as a common woman in the ancient world.  She 
had been taught only portions of the Old Covenant Scriptures by her teachers 
(Samaritans only believed in the five Books of Moses).  She was an unlearned Samaritan 
woman.  She lived a life of shame everywhere she went for her immoral life and would 
venture out of her home at a time of day when every one else in the village was hiding 
from the noonday sun. 
  
Yet both of them needed the same Jesus, a Savior Who could save them from their 

sins!   
  
Jesus had come for the salvation of all those who would believe (John 3:16).  God "so 
loved" the world, both Jews, Gentiles...and even Samaritans!  Although Nicodemus the 
Pharisee and the sinful Samaritan woman had nothing in common and wouldn't ever 
have even spoken together, they both spoke to Jesus and heard the words of life 
proclaimed to them. 
  
What was their response? At this point in John's Gospel, Nicodemus was poignantly 
silent (John 3:1-21), while this woman knew of her need after speaking with Jesus and 
threw herself on the mercy of his love, grace, and favor toward her!  Jesus told both of 
them about their need of a truth revealed "from above" and at this point in John's Gospel, 
only the sinful Samaritan woman believed! [Note: This is not to say that Nicodemus did 
not believe yet.  But there is a silence from Nicodemus after Jesus speaks and there are 
"no free motifs" in John's Gospel.  I believe he would have included this had Nicodemus 
believed.  Perhaps Nicodemus was "pondering these things in his heart" at this point.] 
  
Both Nicodemus and the sinful Samaritan woman had deeds that were evil (cf. John 
3:19-21), only she came into the light so that the works she did would give praise to God.  
Her sins were much more obvious and shameful in the community.  NIcodemus could 
hide his hypocrisy and unbelief in Messiah by his outward, external religiosity.  She had 
no hope, except to take of the water of life that was offered to her! 
  
Today's study is from chapter four from the Gospel of John.  It is a remarkable display of 
the glory of God revealed in the Person of Jesus (1:16-18).  The grace and truth we see 
revealed in Jesus who extends his generous hand of grace to a woman...a sinful 
woman...a Samaritan woman.  Jesus seeks that every tribe, tongue, people, and nation 
("the believing world" of John 3:16) would come to him and find the secret of worshipping 
the Father in spirit and truth.  We will look at the hope and life that this nameless 
Samaritan woman receives by God's grace at Jacob's well. 
  
John 4:1-42 
ESV 

John 4:1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples than John 

2 
(although Jesus himself did not 

baptize, but only his disciples), 
3 
he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 

4 
And 
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he had to pass through Samaria. 
5 
So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 

near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 
Jacob's well was there; so 

Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 
about the sixth hour. 

7 
There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said 

to her, "Give me a drink." 
8 
(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy 

food.) 
9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a 

drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" ( For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 

10 
Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that 

is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water." 

11 
The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw 

water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12 

Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 
did his sons and his livestock." 

13 
Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this 

water will be thirsty again, 
14 

but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life." 

15 
The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this 

water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water." 
16 

Jesus 
said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 

17 
The woman answered him, 

"I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no 
husband'; 

18 
for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 

husband. What you have said is true." 
19 

The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. 

20 
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that 

in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship." 
21 

Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

22 
You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 

But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 

24 
God is spirit, and 

those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 
25 

The woman said to 
him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things." 

26 
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he."  

  
"Well, Well, Well" 
Let's begin our study by noting the context and the place that Jesus' dialogue with the 
sinful Samaritan woman takes place.  We should note three significant points concerning 
the wells in the Bible and Redemptive-History.  The places or scenes that the Apostle 
John records for us are always SIGN-ificant, or significant.  John beautifully paints verbal 
portraits of the Word of Life and the background or the place of these scenes can be as 
SIGN-ificant as what Jesus says and does!   
  
Prior to our passage, John has given us four important scenes or backgrounds to 
appreciate how Jesus was "exegeting" or revealing the Father's glory as the Only 
Begotten Son (John 1:18).  In chapter One, John the Baptist is baptizing and the water at 
the Jordan River serves as the location.  In chapter two, John shows us Jesus' SIGN-
ificant signs at a wedding feast and at Jerusalem's Temple.  In Chapter three, John takes 
us to the darkness, where Jesus will reveal the Light "from above" to Nicodemus.  In 
todays study of John 4:1-26, we will notice the importance of the scene of the well. 
  
One thing to appreciate about the Apostle John and his gospel is that he uses imagery, 
contrasts, Old Covenant theology, and even important places and scenes to show forth 
Jesus' glory.  When reading Scripture we should be often amazed at how earnestly God 
seeks through His appointed and inspired writer (such as John) to draw us into His story.   
  
We can so easily make the study and service of God an appendage onto the rest of our 
lives, or a nice addition to the story that we are already developing in our lives.   
  



But in these scenes of John (as well as throughout the Scriptures), the living God 
wants to invite us to find ourselves within His world, within His story, face to face 
with His Only Begotten Son!  The Apostle John draws us once again into God's 
world and story, the story that can only be understood through love, light, and 

truth revealed to us graciously "from above"! 
  
Remember as we learned in earlier studies that John is showing us Jesus' SIGNS that 
reveal Who He is who have eyes to see and enter the Kingdom of Heaven (John 3:3-7).  
Let us take note of three SIGN-ificant reasons why Jesus ministered at a well to the sinful 
Samaritan woman. 
  
The Social SIGN-ificance of Wells 
First of all there is the social SIGN-ificance of the well in the Biblical world.  It was the 
"water cooler" of the day, if you will, the place where the community came together to talk 
about life and various things worth conversing about.  Like the water cooler at an office 
place, the coffee maker, or the break room, this was the place to meet others in the 
community and talk. 
  
The sinful Samaritan woman came to this well at noon ("the sixth hour") when it would 
not be well populated with others from the village (v. 6).  The reason she would have 
come to the well at the hottest time of the day, would have been due to her reputation as 
a sinful woman in town.  Because of her shame, she sought a time of day when everyone 
else would have already gotten their water (in the morning), or would have waited until 
later to get their water supply (the evening). 
  
Yet Jesus the Lord and Giver of Life met her there.  It is interesting to note that John says 
that Jesus "had to go through Samaria" in verse 4.  It is an important point to note (notice 
how the verse kind of stands in isolation from the rest of the story, as if John wants to 
emphasize this point from the beginning of this incredible scene revealing God's grace!)  
Jesus "had to go" is not merely speaking of a geographical necessity, he could have 
gone another route, so he didn't necessarily "have to go" the way he went from Judea 
into Galilee. 
  
I think the reason for this "had to go into Samaria" is that the Apostle John's meaning is 
working on two levels.  Geographically, it would have taken less time to go through 
Samaria than the other way north by crossing over the Jordan.  Yet, more importantly, 
Jesus is providentially placed here for proclamation.   
  
On his Messianic Mission, Jesus "had to go to Samaria" because providentially in 
God's plan for Him there was those such as this woman who he was seeking.  God 

wanted Samaritan worshippers in "spirit and truth"! (4:24)- - unbelievable! 
  
The Samaritan's Hope and Jesus' Peace 
Jesus who was tired and very hot from the journey stops at this well of Jacob in order to 
get a drink, and additionally so that He might reach out to one who did not deserve His 
grace!  The well of Jacob was dug many years prior to this.  The well was over 100 feet 
deep with "living" or running water, and was still used by the people at the time of Jesus 
(The well is still "living" and used today as well!) 
  
When the sinful Samaritan woman comes to the well to draw water at the hottest time of 
day, Jesus is there to meet her.  Notice something the Apostle John is revealing to us 
about Jesus' ministry here on earth.  Jesus is "ready to "preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2).  The noon hour was not an ideal time at all for witnessing in a hot, 
arid land where the temperature would have exceeded 120 degrees! 
  



Jesus asks this sinful Samaritan woman for a drink, but like Nicodemus in John 3, she is 
only understanding things "from below" with a mere earthly knowledge (cf. John 3:2, 11).  
In fact, she wonders what this Jew is up to, considering that a Jew would not ask her for 
anything!  Yet Jesus wants to use this time as an example of the "living" water than only 
He can give to those who believe. 
  
The well and the water serve as important illustrations for Jesus.  The sinful Samaritan 
woman responds to Jesus with surprise.  Not only did the Jews have nothing to do with 
the Samaritans, a Jewish Male Rabbi would have an even greater reason for not having 
anything to do with a woman, much less a sinful woman!  Yet, Jesus is using this well as 
a place for bringing Jews and Samaritans together in himself.  In the Old Covenant wells 
were places of conflict as well as resolutions, as we see in the lives of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob's lives (Genesis 21:19-30; 24; 26:19-32; 29:1ff; Exodus 2:15ff). 
  
In the Old Covenant, scenes at wells were places where men in clans and tribes could 
both have a conflict (such as over a piece of property or over the ownership of a well), or 
a place where a resolution and peace was found between differing clans and tribes.  The 
social significance of the well was so that men and cattle could be watered, and the 
location could serve as a good central place for meetings among tribes and clans. 
  

Here, we see Jesus at the well of Jacob, bringing together the Jews and the 
Samaritans who had been at war for years and bringing peace with one another by 

making them both his disciples.  More importantly, Jesus is not merely drawing 
water, he is drawing the Samaritans to worship the Father in "spirit and truth" so 

that they can be reconciled to God and so God is making peace with believing 
Samaritans (cf. Romans 5:1-10). 

  
Samaritans were "half-breeds" in the eyes of the Jews.  The Jews despised the 
Samaritans and the feeling was extremely mutual!  After the Assyrian captivity in 722 BC, 
some of the Jews of Northern Israel had married into pagan families, forgotten their true 
religion by syncretizing and idolatry (it is not as if Israel was all that pure, it's just 
hypocrisy has a way of producing not only enmity but prejudice!).  Over time, these 
former Israelites who became Samaritans lost their identity as Israelites as a result of this 
intermarrying (see 2 Kings 17-18; cf. Deut. 7- Moses warned them!).   
  
These "half breed-Jews" were despised particularly after the Exile when the Israelites 
returned home under Nehemiah and Ezra and the Samaritans persecuted the Israelites 
as they were rebuilding God's Temple because of the Word of the LORD through Haggai 
and Zechariah (see Ezra 4; Nehemiah 4).  The past hostilities continued to increase up 
unto the day that Jesus "had to go into Samaria". 
  
This is one of the beautiful and gracious points that the Apostle John communicates 
through this encounter of Jesus and the sinful Samaritan woman.   
  
After all these years of hostility, Jesus brings together two peoples at war with one 

another, with no hope of ever making peace.  Jesus is their peace. 
  
Jesus IS our Peace 
Jesus is our peace, too!  Jesus brings all of us together even today- - Jews, Samaritans, 
and Gentiles together as one.  Divided and at war with each other by nature, Jesus 
brings unity and breaks down the "dividing wall of hostility" that has stood for so long.  In 
Jesus there is true unity and life.  In Him was life and this life was the light of men (1:5).  
In Jesus, we who are of different tribes, language, peoples, and nations, through faith 
become one in Jesus. 
  



And people of God, this is why unity in Jesus is so important.  This is the reason why we 
are to seek to love and to forgive all those from within Christ's congregation!  We are all 
those who did not deserve the peace he gave to us!  We are all those who do not 
deserve anything but death, but he gives to us life and it is the kind of life that causes us 
to never thirst, and it becomes a "living" (or "alive") spring within us welling up for eternity 
(4:13-14).   
  
This living water Jesus offers to the sinful Samaritan woman, as well as all who will 
believe, refers to his wisdom, truth and revelation "from above" that he gives to 
us, and this is possible because He has granted to us the Holy Spirit (cf. John 7:37-39) 
who washes us clean from our sins and begins a process of purification within us!  Those 
who have life cannot live as those dead and divided.   
  
Seek the same kind of peace and reconcilation with others in Christ's community as 
Jesus sought here in the sinful Samaritan woman.  Do not be deceived: Love covers a 
multitude of sins; it is always patient; it never bears a grudge; it is not self-seeking, nor 
easily angered, but bears all things, believes all things, and hopes all things- -love never 
fails (cf. 1 Cor. 13). 
  
Spiritual SIGN-ificance of the Well 
Secondly, we want to note the important spiritual SIGN-ificance of the well.  In John 
2:23-25, we learned that "Jesus knows what is within a man..."  In other words, He sees 
us- - He sees our hearts as Hebrews 4:12-13 says!   
  
Hebrews 4:12-13: For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13
 And no creature is 

hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 
  
This sinful Samaritan woman is an outcast and Jesus "sees" her, and he not only sees 
her, but pursues her, seeks her out!   If we are to be saved, if we are to be shown God's 
favor, it will not be because we were seeking to find God (Rom. 3:10), we like sheep have 
gone astray, no one seeks after God, yet God by His Grace may seek after us (John 
4:24).  Concerning outcasts, you may remember a similar incident of God's gracious and 
precious revelation to an outcast woman in redemptive-history that happened to take 
place at a well!  Who was she? 
  
Hagar.  She was Abram and Sarai's proud possession until Sarai tried to "help God" by 
allowing Abram to sleep with her in order for her to conceive Abram a son.  Bad idea!  
Sarai, not realizing her own heart (as none of us who "help God" realize), she allowed 
her own sinful heart to deceive her (Jer. 17:3).  What seemed like a good idea on the 
surface, was in reality unbelief masquerading itself as something good (watch this in our 
own lives!).   
  
Well, Hagar conceived and Sarai became jealous of her new competition.  Therefore, 
Sarai throws her servant who bears Abram's heir out of the house, and she becomes an 
outcast without the protection of a patriarch in a society where women had to have a 
head over them!  Read Genesis 16 and notice some similarities between Hagar the 
outcast and the sinful Samaritan woman who is outcast in her village was well! 
  
Genesis 16 
Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a 
female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 

2 
And Sarai said to Abram, 

"Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my 
servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her." And Abram listened to the 



voice of Sarai. 
3 
So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, 

Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her 
husband as a wife. 

4 
And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she 

saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 
5 

And Sarai 
said to Abram, "May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your 
embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with 
contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!" 

6 
But Abram said to Sarai, 

"Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please." Then Sarai dealt 
harshly with her, and she fled from her.  
  
7 
The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 

spring on the way to Shur. 
8 

And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you 
come from and where are you going?" She said, "I am fleeing from my mistress 
Sarai." 

9 
The angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress and submit to 

her." 
10 

The angel of the LORD also said to her, "I will surely multiply your offspring 
so that they cannot be numbered for multitude." 

11 
And the angel of the LORD said 

to her, "Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name 
Ishmael, because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 

12 
He shall be a wild 

donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and 
he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen."  
  
13 

So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You are a God of 
seeing," for she said, "Truly here I have seen him who looks after me." 

14 
Therefore 

the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 
15 

And Hagar 
bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. 

16 
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 

  
Jesus and Beer-Lahai-Roi (The Well of the One Who Sees) 
To reveal God's glory, the Apostle John shows us here at the Well of Jacob, that Jesus is 
'El Roi, or "the God Who Sees"!  Just as God saw Hagar who was sinful and outcast and 
revealed himself at the well in Genesis 16, so God in Christ reveals himself to another 
outcast.  Hagar was a despised Egyptian (remember the Egyptians held the Israelites in 
slavery) and the sinful Samaritan woman was a despised Samaritan!  They were 
both forgotten and bitter outcast women in their worlds, and God "sees" them both! 
  

Both wells could be called "Beer-lahai-roi", or "the well of Him who sees! 
  
As the people of God who believe today, we must remember that we are all outcasts from 
God's favor and love, yet God "sees us" and knows us (cf. John 2:23-25).  We should 
always remind ourself that God "sees" us and knowls us better than we see and know 
ourself!  We must allow His Word to interpret and to internally examine our words and 
deeds!  God sought both Hagar and the sinful Samaritan woman in order to offer them 
Words of Life.  He seeks us to reveal those Words to us who believe! 
  
It is painful sometimes, as it was with the sinful Samaritan woman.  She had probably 
kept her shame and sin to herself for years, not wanting to trust anyone with her private 
acts, yet knowing that all knew of her sins as well as she knew of her sins.  In His grace, 
and at a very unopportune time of the day, Jesus El Roi in the flesh, reveals her sins to 
her, then he forgives her and she forgets the original purpose for her coming to the well, 
drops her water jar and goes to tell the good news to other outcast Samaritans! 
  
Jesus does the same for us as well.  It is painful, but when Jesus reveals our need of 
salvation and repentance, he also receives us by His grace and forgiveness as His own 
children in Christ!  When Jesus met the sinful Samaritan woman he reveals to her his gift, 
tells her of her sins so that she might turn to him as the Prophet revealed by Moses 
(Deut. 12), and Messiah (John 4:19; 25).  Jesus invites the sinful Samaritan woman to 



come into the light because of her deeds are evil (John 3:19-21); He invites her to come 
to the One who has Life and is the Light of Men (John 1:5) and full of grace and truth 
(John 1:16). 
  
Jesus doesn't approve of her immoral life.  He tells her that she has been living a sinful 
life with five husbands, going on six! (verses 16-19).  She perceives that He "sees" and 
knows her better than anyone else (and is still talking to her at the well in a public place 
despite this reality!).  Just as Jesus does for all who believe and are born from above, he 
makes himself known to us, revealing our hearts and the grace of God found in Him, then 
he gives us the strength by His Spirit to live according to His Word.   
  

Jesus is about exchanging our immoral lives for immortal lives! 
  
Think again of verse 13-14: Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life."  What is so revealing about these verses is that many times the things we 
pursue and seek after in our lives are good things.  They are good gifts of God that he 
has given to us like water from the well.  In aa arid country such as Judea, water was 
especially needed to survive - -to live. 
  
The water itself was a good thing, but Jesus encourages us to seek something more 
lasting, something like the earthly, but so much more richer and something to quench the 
thirst of our longing souls (Psa. 42-43).  The reason to mention this is that we often 
appreciate the many good gifts of God, but sometimes these good gifts (like good "living" 
water in a desert) become the only pursuit and people are left thirsty and dry after 
awhile.   
  
What we all really need is only revealed "from above" and given by Jesus Christ!  
So many in this world are searching to have their spiritual thirsts quenched, yet 
will not seek the ONLY ONE who can quench their thirsty desires!  "As the deer 

pants for the water, so my soul longs after you, O Lord!" 
  

Read Carefully the invitation to us all to drink deeply of God's grace from Isaiah's Gospel! 
(Notice also in verse 5 the call to other nations, such as Samaritans and Gentiles. 
  
Isaiah 55:1-5- "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has 
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 

2 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 

your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is 
good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3 
Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, 

that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 

leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do 

not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the 
LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
  
Betrothal SIGN-ificance of the Well 
The third important truth of the scene of the Well of Jacob is the betrothal SIGN-ificance 
of the well.  If you remember in our last study, in John 3:27-30, John the Baptist 
describes himself and his ministry as the "best man", or "friend of the Bridegroom".  He 
tells his disciples that they are now to be betrothed to the Bridegroom, because he is 
merely the "best man".   
  
In the ancient Near East and in Biblical history, wells were places where men would seek 
brides (cf. Isaac and Jacob, Genesis 29:1-14).  This is not surprising, this is where the 



women could be found.  Like today, when men go off to school, or the workplace and find 
a bride, so men in the ancient world would often seek to meet a bride at wells, or places 
of centrality in the community.  For shepherding people like the Israelites, it would be 
easier to find the leaders of clans and tribes by their well location than by their tents 
because they moved around from place to place.  In Genesis 29, we see this occur in the 
life of Jacob and his pursuit of a bride. 
  
Genesis 29:1-14 
Genesis 29:1 Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people 
of the east. 

2 
As he looked, he saw a well in the field, and behold, three flocks of 

sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone on the 
well's mouth was large, 

3 
and when all the flocks were gathered there, the 

shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, 
and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well. 

4 
Jacob said to them, 

"My brothers, where do you come from?" They said, "We are from Haran." 
5 
He 

said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" They said, "We know him." 
6 

He said to them, "Is it well with him?" They said, "It is well; and see, Rachel his 
daughter is coming with the sheep!"  
  
7 
He said, "Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered 

together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them." 
8 
But they said, "We cannot until 

all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the 
well; then we water the sheep." 

9 
While he was still speaking with them, Rachel 

came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 
10 

Now as soon as Jacob 
saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban 
his mother's brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth 
and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

11 
Then Jacob kissed Rachel 

and wept aloud. 
12 

And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's kinsman, and 
that he was Rebekah's son, and she ran and told her father. 

13 
As soon as Laban 

heard the news about Jacob, his sister's son, he ran to meet him and embraced 
him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these 
things, 

14 
and Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh!" And he 

stayed with him a month. 
  
As one greater than Jacob (regardless of what the sinful Samaritan woman thought at the 
time from her "from below" understanding- v. 12: "Are you greater than our Father 
Jacob?"), Jesus also pursues an unlikely bride here at Jacob's well in Samaria.  Jesus 
the Bridegroom seeks a Bride in a sinful Samaritan Woman.  He calls her to himself to 
believe and to be given the living water that will quench her soul and cause her to be the 
very Bride of Christ! 
  
We have everything against us to be the Bride God wants us to be when Jesus finds us!  
We are not a pure and unspotted Bride worthy of the Majesty and Glory of Jesus!  Kings 
seek equals for their brides, and THE King of Glory Himself, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, heir to the entire planet, only deserves a Bride who is like him.  This is the promise 
of the Gospel of Grace.  Not only does Jesus find us as His Bride, but He makes us heirs 
of God, children, like Him, and we reflect His Glory as we grow in His likeness throughout 
our lives (Romans 8:15-25; 2 Cor. 3-4). 
  
As he makes himself known to us however, he cleanses us with his cleansing water and 
spirit, so that the Living Water within us gives us ultimate satisfaction and purification in 
Him!  As Paul explains in Ephesians 5, God is committed to making us a pure and 
unspotted Bride for Christ to receive on the Day He returns: 
  
Ephesians 5:25-27: Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her, 

26
 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 



washing of water with the word, 
27

 so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 
  
Do You Believe? 
John 20:31 says that John wrote this Gospel so that "you might believe Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name." 
  
Do you believe?  Are you at war with everyone in this world, because you care only for 
yourself?  Do you long for the peace that passes understanding that only Jesus can 
give?  Are you looking and seeking for peace in mere earthly things, albeit good things, 
but things that leave you high and dry, desiring more?  Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call on Him while He is near! 
  
Do you believe? Do you realize you are an outcast sinner from God's presence only 
awaiting his judgment and even now having God's wrath abiding on you (3:18; 36)?  Do 
you long to hold your eyes up toward the sky and trust the Creator who has given you 
life, breath, and everything you need? Are you ready to worship the Father in "spirit and 
truth", the One who is the glory and lifter of your head?  Do you know the shame of being 
sinful and needing desperately to find the satisfaction and fulfillment that only Living 
Water in Jesus can quench? 
  
Do you believe? What is your identity? The Bride of Jesus Christ, becoming more and 
more like him in purity and holiness? If you do not believe, the Scriptures define and 
describe you in the Book of Revelation as being NOT a bride, but a harlot, the Great 
Prostitute of Babylon, the Unpure, Despicable, Bride of the Beast.   
  

Remember, Jesus extends his hand of grace to the world, to all those who would 
believe in Him and receive eternal life.  If you are not for Christ, or Pro-Christ, then 
you are against Christ, or Anti-Christ.  And those who are Anti-Christ belong not to 
the Gracious Creator God, but are motivated, moved, and being manipulated by the 

Evil One. 
  
Read carefully portions from the passage in the Book of Revelation that compares the 
pure and spotless Bride of Christ with the unpure and despicably dirty Great Prostitute of 
the Beast: 
  
Revelation 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 
said to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is 
seated on many waters, 

2
 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual 

immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth 
have become drunk." 

3
 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I 

saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it 
had seven heads and ten horns. 

4
 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full 
of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 

5
 And on her forehead 

was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of 
earth's abominations." 

6
 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, 

the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly.  
  
....These are of one mind and hand over their power and authority to the beast. 

14
 

They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." 

15
 

And the angel said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, 
are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 

16
 And the ten horns that 

you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate 



and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, 
17

 for God has put it into 
their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their 
royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.  
  
18

 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of 
the earth."18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority, and the earth was made bright with his glory. 

2
 And he called out 

with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every 
unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 

3
 For all nations have 

drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth 
have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown 
rich from the power of her luxurious living." 

4
 Then I heard another voice from 

heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you 
share in her plagues; 

5
 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities. 
6
 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and 

repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.  
  
The Apostle John not only shows us the glory of God's gracious goodness in this 
passage of the sinful Samaritan woman at the well of hope and life, but also gives us a 
revelation-glimpse of what is to come for those who believe and who do not believe!  
Seek the LORD now! 
  
People of God know that you are the Bride of Christ and because He has given you 
Living Waters by His Spirit, you know that you can do whatever He has commanded you 
to do.  You will grow as He and His Word alone satisfy you.  Don't allow unpeaceful 
divisions, a lack of identiy, or a forgetfulness of His "seeing" and "knowing" you keep you 
from experiencing the grace, love, joy and power of Jesus and the well of Living Water 
that is forever springing up and "alive" within us because of our Union with Jesus! 
  
Coming Soon: John 4 continued with: "Two Mountains and Two Responses to 
Jesus" 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
  
Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
  
Pastor Charles R. Biggs 
Ketoctin Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Post Office Box 628 
Round Hill, VA 20142-0628 
www.APlaceforTruth.org 
crbiggsman@adelphia.net 
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 JOHN 4:20-24: "WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

Introduction 
In the Reformation, the people of God learned that it was not enough to merely be 
"Reformed" in name, but that the Church must also be "Reformed" in principle.  That 
meant that to call oneself "Reformed" required the constant need to be consistently, 
ceaselessly, constantly, and carefully "REFORMING" as the people of God and returning 
to Scripture for answers to every question and to fully know how to be the Church of the 
living God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
  
Since we are beginning a new year, it is worthwhile to practice this continuous reforming, 
by looking once again at what the Scriptures teach us about true worship.  This can be 
such a controversial topic, but it must continually be addressed.  Just because it can be 
controversial and even a divisive, we still should seek by God's grace to understand what 
true worship is according to the Scriptures. 
  
There is no better place to begin than in John 4:20-24 in Jesus' dialogue with the sinful, 
Samaritan woman.  There a few points I would like to make from observing this text and 
these are by no means the last words on the subject, just a small attempt at 
understanding what this means for us as the people of God who call ourselves 
"Reformed" in this new year. 
  
In the context, the sinful Samaritan woman has asked Jesus about the two mountains, 
and where is the correct place for worship (John 4:20).  First of all Jesus corrects her 
assumption that the Samaritans have been rightly worshipping God on Mt. Gerazim.  He 
tells her that "salvation is from the Jews" (4:22).  Jesus does not mean that all Jews will 
be saved (it is the Apostle John's purpose ironically to show the rejection of Jesus by the 
majority of the Jews and his acceptance by Samaritans in this passage and through the 
remainder of chapter 4). 
  
Jesus basically tells the sinful Samaritan woman that since I am here in your midst, the 
Kingdom is with you, and things are changing right before your very eyes.  Therefore, to 
merely think about a physical location of worship, and to consider the way things have 
been, is not enough to consider.  In fact, he says to her, "you worship what you do not 
know; we (meaning the Jews, including Himself) worship what we do know. 
  
Jesus tells her the time is coming, and is now here, where God's true worshippers 
will worship Him in spirit and truth.  For God is seeking these kind of worshippers 

(John 4:23). 
  
Let us look at a few considerations from this passage that can inform the way we worship 
the living God in 2004. 
  
Worship is Christ-Centered 
First of all, it is important to note that true worship is always Christ-Centered.  Jesus is 
the Beginning and End, the Alpha and Omega of our salvation, but also of our worship.  
Jesus is the reason why we can truly worship the living God in the first place.  He is the 
only Mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5), and thus the only way to the true 
worship of God (John 14:6).  Truly, no man comes to the Father, either for salvation, or 
for worship apart from Jesus Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
  
What Jesus is ultimately revealing to and graciously offering the sinful Samaritan woman 
is what he wants to reveal and to graciously offer to us today: Worship that is Christ-
Centered.  Jesus is telling the woman in these verses in John 4 to get your eyes off the 



mountains, even the so-called traditions of your Fathers, and get your eyes, worship and 
focus on me.  Here is Jesus physically present, not merely to discuss past theological 
debates about a legitimate mountain on which to worship, but he is here in the flesh to 
draw her (as well as our) attention to Himself alone! 
  
Recently, I have been thinking that when people in general describe certain 
congregations that they visit, they speak of what made them happy, met their felt needs, 
or how the worship satisfied them- -apart from any mention of Who was preached, how 
He was preached, and what they learned from the preaching of the Word (of course you 
may hear how long the sermon was, but not much mention of the content). 
  
What it seems like from this general observation is that in our time, it appears that most 
visitors to worship services are evaluating the service primarily on the style of worship 
and the feelings gained from it, over and above the priority of Who is preached, how He 
is preached, and what He tells His people to do.  Notice in your own experience when 
speaking with other Evangelical Christians these days if they even mention what was 
preached, or if they merely focus on the style of the worship and how it either appealed, 
or rather did not appeal to them. 
  
These are just some thoughts from observations, but oftentimes I hear many speaking 
not so much about the Christ of worship, as they do about themselves and what they got 
out of the worship.  We should remember as a "Reforming" people, that Christ, His Word, 
His Way, His Will, His Worship (as best as we can understand it) is to be central in our 
lives.  What we desire and pray for as "Reforming" people is a worship that is primarily 
about Christ and His presence among us as He walks among our congregations today. 
  
What we hear, what we do, what we think, and even what we ultimately feel in our 
worship, should always be in light of Jesus and what we have heard proclaimed biblically 
and passionately from the pulpit each Lord's Day.   
  

Worship is not primarily about us, but it is about God alone.   
  
I find it strange that we mix up what rightly belongs to God and what is given by God for 
the benefit of man.  For instance, Jesus tells us that God has given to us the Christian 
Sabbath for us.  It is for our benefit: "Man is not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath 
for man".  However, you will never find Jesus saying that "Man is not made for the 
worship, but the worship for man."   
  
Yet in principle this is how some of us practically behave!  We have been given the 
Christian Sabbath to worship the living God in a Christ-centered way because it is for our 
good.  Yet we have not been given worship ultimately for our own good (although only 
good things can come from it; cf. Rom. 8:28ff).  Yet we turn this around on its head like 
everything else sinful man attempts to do by his own whims and when not submitted to 
the Word.  We tend to break the Christian Sabbath, taking away what is rightly ours and 
for our own good (then wonder why we are such a tired, unfulfilled and busy people), and 
we want the worship for ourselves. 
  
Now we don't say it that way, we say we want the worship to be fulfilling to us.  But when 
we start out with a focus on ourselves and our own desires when we are in search of the 
worship of God with other Christians, we inevitably will end up only finding what suits 
ourselves and our own selfish desires and wants!  May it never be, by God's grace.   
  

We need to understand that it takes more than goosebumps or goosepimples 
standing up on the back of our necks to determine whether we are truly 

worshipping the living God in spirit and truth! 
  



May we begin this new year by asking how we can more appropriately worship the Lord 
by coming to Him through the Lord Jesus Christ, worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ for 
what He has done for us in obtaining our salvation, and thanking him gratefully by our 
worship, whether we feel anything for ourselves or not.  May we offer ourselves to the 
Lord God through the Lord Jesus as we long to hear Jesus' Word, Way, Will, and 
Worship! 
  
Worship is Christ-Commanded 

Jesus commands us to worship him in a certain way lest we end up in our own 
sinfulness worshipping something, or someone other than God! 

  
Notice what Jesus says to the sinful Samaritan woman when comparing the faulty 
worship tradition of the Samaritans with the Jews in verse 22: "You (plural, meaning all of 
the Samaritans) worship what you do not know".  Jesus uses a relative pronoun: "what 
you do not know" rather than a personal pronoun "who you do not know".  When our 
worship is not Christ-centered and we approach God the Father by His Spirit through Our 
Mediator, we worship something other than God. 
  
It is interesting to note that whenever men seek out, even with the noble traditions of their 
Fathers, yet without submitting entirely to the Scriptures concerning worship, they end up 
at the end of the day worshipping something (or someone!!) other than the True and 
Living God. (Remember from our last study that the Samaritans only accepted the Torah, 
or first five books of the Old Testament, so they did not know of any new revelation or 
developments concerning worship, particularly the instructions to build the later Temples 
under David and then after the Exile- cf. 2 Sam. 7; Ezra 1-4; Haggai 1-2). 
  
In Paul's sermon at the Areopagus, while Paul was in Athens, Greece, he notices the 
same tendency with all men.  When men try to worship with mere general revelation, 
apart from the special revelation of God in the Holy Scriptures, they end up worshipping 
something (or someone!!) they do not know. 
  
Acts 17:22-23: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 
23 

For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you." 
  
The Apostle Paul goes on to instruct them according to the Scriptures how God has 
clearly manifested Himself to them and ultimately in the revelation of Jesus Christ, the 
One Who can give all of those Who believe access to the God in Whom we all live, move 
and have our being (Acts 17:24-32). 
  
John Calvin, in his commentary on this passage from John 4 says this:  
  
"...We are not to essay anything in religion rashly or unthinkingly.  For unless there 
is knowledge present, it is not God that we worship but a spectre or ghost.  Hence 
all so-called good intentions are struck by a thunderbolt, which tells us that men 
can do nothing but err when they are guided by their own opinion without the 
Word or command of God....the Samaritans took the example of the fathers as a 
precedent; the Jews were grounded on the commandment of God." 
  
We must recall that Israel's first formal worship service after their redemption from Egypt, 
while Moses was up on the mountain getting the commandments of God, was at worst 
a heretical, idolatrous worship service to ultimately an "unknown god" (Exodus 32).  At 
the very best, it was a worship perhaps directed to the true God, but not in the way He 
has commanded them.   
  



Jesus is not saying here in John 4:22 that Israel's worship was always exemplary when 
he says "salvation is from the Jews" or "we worship what we know".  He is stating that 
Israel was the chosen nation through which the Scriptures came that instructed them in 
their proper worship (even if they did not obediently comply).  This is what Jesus means 
that "salvation is from the Jews" (compare also with Romans 9:1-6).   
  
However, since the "time was coming, and was now here" things were changing and 
even the Jews who were worshipping at the Temple on the mountain in Jerusalem, that 
at one time was the correct place of worship, NOW the worship was to be only in and 
through Jesus Christ and "in spirit and truth".  As Jesus showed with regards to the 
Temple in Jerusalem (see study on John 2), the glory of God was manifested in flesh and 
because God was present with Israel in the flesh now, the glory of God was moving out 
of the Temple with Him! 
  
To prevent all of God's people from worship something, or someone other than the living 
God revealed in Scripture, we must willingly submit to Christ's command and principles 
concerning worship.  We must realize that in Jesus, and by His Word we are to be 
directed as to how we are to worship Him.  This should be sought humbly submitting 
under Jesus' word, realizing one's own worship style preferences and presuppositions, 
and prayerfully seeking wisdom to do that which is God honoring and obedience in one's 
congregation!   
  
The "reforming reformation" of worship begins in each congregation with humble 

and prayerful Christians submitting themselves under the commands of Christ 
anew and seeking diligently to obey these commands no matter what the cost to 

the congregation. 
  
Worship is Word-Centered Dialogue with God 
Let's look at another way of understanding worship.  Worship is a dialogue with God.  To 
worship God in spirit and truth is to worship him rightly in Jesus Christ alone as he has 
commanded, but it is also in spirit and truth.  The term "spirit and truth" focuses our 
attention on the spiritually truthful, and non-physical aspect of worship.  In verse 24, 
Jesus teaches the Samaritan woman and us that God is Spirit and thus we worship Him 
in spirit and truth.   
  
We should understand that in the context, Jesus is drawing the sinful Samaritan woman's 
attention away from the question of "where", meaning physicality or geographical location 
of worship, because this is passing away and changing now that the "fullness of the 
times" have come in Jesus.  Now Jesus is focusing the woman's attention, as well as 
ours on the true worship more specifically directed to "Whom". 
  
How does dialogue with God help us to understanding true worship in spirit and truth?  
We must remember that in order for us rightly to respond to God in worship, we must first 
be rightly informed of Who God is and What He teaches us in Scripture. 
  
Who God is as Spirit, in all of his character and revealed attributes in the Scriptures, 
informs us as to how to worship Him.  God reveals Himself in the reading, preaching, and 
singing of the Word of God in our worship.  We dialogue, or respond back to God with our 
praise, prayers, petitions, and obedience to His commandments.   
  
True worship of God is from a heart wholeheartedly captured and informed by God's 
Word, because of the work of God's Spirit.  Thus one of the reasons why "Reforming" 
congregations have always placed the Word central in worship.  That is why in 
"Reforming" congregations there is a call to worship from Scripture, as well as a scriptural 
greeting that opens up the worship-dialogue and a benediction from Scripture closing the 
worship-dialogue.   



  
In "Reforming" worship, God is greeting us with His Word at the beginning and 
closing with His Word at the end so that our entire worship, as well as our lives 
would be found in between, identified in the pages of His Story, and living in His 

light from morning to evening each and every day! 
  
In "Reforming" congregations there is also a great deal of Scripture read from the Old 
and New Covenants each worship service, in addition to the sermon text.  The focus is 
always on the Word of God because "God speaks", his people listen, and then we 
respond! 
  
It is tempting in an age of images to forget the Word-Centered quality of worship.  
Because many of us have been brought up on an abundance of images, it is challenging 
and difficult for us to pay attention to what is read and preached through words.  But this 
is part of our culture that we must also bring under the Lordship of Jesus!  We should 
resist this image-centered tendency with God's help as much as any other cultural or 
worldly tendency that seeks to cause us to live according to the pattern of this age 
(Romans 12:1-2).   
  
Seeking after Word-Centered worship is also part of our spiritual act of worship in offering 
ourselves up as a living sacrifice and renewing of our minds by the Word of God! 
  
We will be unable to rightly worship because we are not rightly informed!  Not only 
informed about Who God is, how to approach Him in Christ, understanding what He has 
graciously done for us, we will not be able to truly worship God because we will be 
seeking him in a shallow and uninformed manner, only seeking to satisfy ourselves and 
our own desires for what we think is real worship revealed through our feelings. 
  
Think about it: If a congregation of Christ's sheep, instead of being Word-Centered and 
fed primarily on the Word, is being merely fed on a diet of short, catchy praise ditties 
without much theological content in their worship, then the response from these 
malnourished sheep will be short, catchy praise ditties without much theological content 
in response to God in their worship.  In other words, as the old saying goes concerning 
what we eat physically: "You are what you eat".  So, it can be applied spiritually here with 
regards to worship.  "We are spiritually what we eat!"  Our dialogue in worship will reflect 
what we are hearing! 
  
Yet true worship in spirit and truth, must come from the Word of God.  God meets His 
people every Lord's Day, through the ordained minister, who stands in Christ's place, 
proclaiming not merely jokes, good manners, stories, and his own experiences, but 
proclaiming the Christ Who saves through the Word God speaks (Heb. 1:1-2).  
  

 In an age of images, we must always remember that faith does not come by 
images, but still comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ (Romans 

10:17). 
  
This doesn't mean we will not have to work at being Word-Centered and Word-Focused 
people in worship- - we will!  It will take a greater amount of grace for us to pay attention 
to the word read, sung, and preached.  We will often be tempted to find the surroundings 
too hot, too cold, too many children crying, too much work to do when I get home or to 
the office, too long of a sermon, too many songs to sing, etc.   
  
When all we are truly and really saying if we are honest with ourselves is that it is too 
hard to listen to God's Word and we don't often find it as interesting as we ought because 
we've wasted a lot of time not listening, not paying attention, relying merely on images 
and stories to make the point! 



  
Alright, then!  Hard work, but not too hard by God's grace.  God has given His Word to 
us, so that His people, saturated by the reading, singing, and hearing of His Word, can 
appropriately and honestly respond to the living God in praise, prayer, petitions and 
obedience!  If God has chosen to grow His people by His Word, then why do we seek 
anything else?  If God calls His Only Begotten Son, the Incarnate Word (John 1:14), then 
why would we want to try and worship Him in any other way than by and through His 
Word that tells us about the salvation and grace that has been shown to us in Jesus??!! 
  
Worship is wholeheartedly honest and truthful, from the heart when the Word is central 
and we dialogue with the living God in our worship.  Think about it!  When you are 
convicted of sin, you respond in true repentance (that's worship in spirit and truth); when 
you are sad because life is upside down because of sin, you are suffering and you hear 
God's Word of comfort, you respond with your own sadness to God, but with living hope 
(that's worship in spirit and truth); when you are feeling rightfully guilty for breaking God's 
commandments, rather than descending introspectively into shame, you hear that God 
has sent a Savior who was shamed for you, and you respond in belief all over again, 
knowing that Jesus truly loves you and is the Savior of your soul (that's worship in spirit 
and truth). 
  

If Christ is not central in worship, we will be; If Christ's commandments are not 
heeded with regards to worship, our ideas and traditions will be; if worship is not 
Word-Centered and understood as a dialogue with God, then we will not be able 

truly to worship in spirit and truth. 
  
This is not a comprehensive analysis of worship from John 4:20-24 as I said earlier, but 
hopefully it is a help and a beginning to at least rethink the way you and your 
congregation do worship now.  Would you say your worship is Christ-Centered, Christ-
Commanded, and a true Dialogue with God in spirit and truth?  Seek the LORD and pray 
that He would work in and through you to become even more "Reforming" in your 
worship in this coming year. 
  
Don't seek to overwhelm others in your congregations with your understanding of true 
worship.  Don't think pridefully you're the only one who understands true worship 
(because if you think this, you really don't understand because you are probably 
worshipping God insincerely while looking around you and judging those around you 
because you know they are wrong).  Don't think this kind of biblical reformation and 
continual reforming can come overnight!   
  
But neither be scared and frightened by men to tell the truth and stand for biblical truth in 
love this year!  Remember love for others covers a multitude of sins.  You can influence 
people so much more if you first live true worship, teach true worship, love true worship, 
and make connections with others who have never experienced true worship because 
they have been so concerned with themselves and their own felt needs! 
  
If you want a comprehensive collection of balanced essays on worshipping God in spirit 
and truth, you should begin with a brand new book dedicated to the memory, ministry, 
and work of Dr. James Montgomery Boice.  The book is entitled Give Praise to God: A 
Vision for Reforming Worship- Celebrating the Legacy of James Montgomery 
Boice, Edited by Ryken, Thomas, and Duncan III (P&R, 2003).  Please purchase this 
from www.wtsbook.org, so that you might contribute to the ongoing work at Westminster 
Theological Seminary. 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 

http://www.wtsbook.org/
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WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

 
JOHN 4:27-54: "THE HARVEST AND THE HEALING"- PT. 1 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
Introduction 
  
Seeing is believing?  
Only when we are seeing with eyes fixed on Jesus by faith can we truly see He and His 
work- -otherwise we are blind to Jesus and His Work. 
  
The disciples come back from getting food while they are in Samaria.  Jesus has been 
doing the will of the Father in revealing Himself to one sinful, Samaritan woman that will 
become many Samaritans in the town.  What will begin as a small seed being sowed by 
Jesus in his conversation and revealing himself to her, will become a harvest of people 
who will become disciples of Jesus and be brought into the Kingdom.   
  
But do the disciples of Jesus see this yet?  Are they able to see the harvest all around 
them?  Are we today able to see all that Jesus can do through us as the sower and the 
reaper work together in the Lord's harvest?  As we approach John 4:27-54, let us 
remember Jesus' words to His disciples in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 9: 
  

"And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease 

and every affliction. 
36

 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

37
 Then 

he said to his disciples,  
  

"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 

 
  
Our passage in John 4 today concerning the harvest is about whether we as Jesus' 
followers truly believe and can see the harvest that is always before us and all around us 
in these final days since Jesus has come! 
  
Part 1: The Harvest- SEE WITH EYES OF FAITH 
27 

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a 
woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?"  
  
Jesus had a providential moment of proclamation so that he could reveal himself to the 
sinful Samaritan woman in John 4:1-26.  Now the disciples return, and what was sown is 
about to be witnessed as a great harvest for them to see.  When the disciples return and 
see Jesus doing the unthinkable -- talking to a sinful Samaritan woman, they do not 
speak or ask what was naturally on their minds. 
  
Why did the disciples not ask Jesus about this? Perhaps it was confusion, or the disciples 
were pondering Jesus’ purpose?  At this time, it was written in the tradition of the rabbis 
that to speak to a woman (including one's wife) rather than focusing on Torah/Law was a 
straight path to Gehenna (or hell).  So, the disciples of Jesus would have indeed 
"marveled"!!  Remember, part of the disciples' training throughout Jesus' earthly ministry 
was better understanding Who he was, but also what he was doing. 
  
Jesus has just told the sinful Samaritan woman about real drink and the eternal spring of 
water that will remain in those who believe forever.  Now he will teach the disciples about 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


real food.  He teaches them that the real food that Jesus has is doing the Father's will.  
The emphasis I want to place here is on the present active word "doing".  The food that 
Jesus offers his disciples and us today is a constant food of nourishment and fulfillment 
that comes from a present tense, active "doing of God's will".  But do we SEE what is to 
be done around us?  The disciples at this point do not SEE the will of the Father around 
them yet, and many times neither do we today! 
  
Jesus will use the real food to teach them about their seeing!  Now notice the disciples 
are confused and mixed up about this food as well.  Just as the Pharisees had 
misunderstood Jesus' words about the Temple in John 2; just as Nicodemus had 
misunderstood Jesus' words about being "born from above" in John 3; just as the sinful, 
Samaritan woman had misunderstood Jesus' words about living water; so now the 
disciples misunderstand Jesus' words about real food. 
 
31 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 
32 

But he said to them, "I 
have food to eat that you do not know about." 

33 
So the disciples said to one another, 

"Has anyone brought him something to eat?" 
34 

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 

35 
Do you not say, 'There 

are yet four months, then comes the harvest'?  
  
How does the real food of God's will instruct us as to our seeing.  Well, remember the 
importance of seeing by faith in the Book of John.  Here are some passages that we can 
recall up to this point about seeing and believing.  The emphasis of the seeing is always 
on the Lord Jesus and His Work! 
  

In John 1:39, Andrew and Peter were encouraged by Jesus: "He said to 
them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the 
tenth hour. 

 
In John 1:46, Philip invites Nathaniel to come to Jesus:  "Nathanael said 
to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see." 

 
In John 1:50, Jesus is strengthening Nathaniel's faith in Him:  "Jesus 
answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' 
do you believe? You will see greater things than these." 

 
In John 3:3, Jesus told Nicodemus about the importance of being able to 
see the Kingdom of God:  Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
  
Now in John 4:29, ironically, it is not the disciples who see around 
them, but a sinful, Samaritan woman who has eyes to see the harvest 
around her.  She says to the crowds in the Samaritan village: "Come, 
see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 

 
"My Food" 
Jesus’ food was God’s will for lost people- -what is your food?  I don't think we trust Jesus 
enough oftentimes with believing and seeing around us day in and day out the lost and 
hurting people he brings along our path.  I don't know that we often believe the power of 
His word and the comfort and hope it brings to lost sinners!  I pray sometimes that the 
Lord Jesus would cause me to see better those hurting and lost, without hope in the 
world and to reach out to them as best as I can in the way that is natural for my 
personality. 
  



For some people, outreaching to the lost seems to come naturally.  To others, perhaps 
with shy or introverted kinds of personalities, it becomes more difficult.  However, for 
each kind of personality, for each kind of person, God has made you the way you are so 
that you have special outreach and ministry to others that is genuinely unique!   
  
Think about it: There is no one else exactly like you in personality and in the way you 
think and communicate.  Additionally, where you have been placed providentially for 
proclamation of God's purposes is the place where you naturally through your own 
personality and your own manner, reach out and tell the world through you life, but also 
through your words the hope that you have in Jesus. 
  
This doesn't necessarily mean that you will preach the gospel on a street corner or at the 
front of a bus, or that you will hand out tracts to reach the lost.  What evangelism and the 
harvest of Jesus is about is SEEING, or beginning to SEE the harvest of Christ's people 
who have been predestined from the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3ff), and believing 
this enough to bring the words of truth to bear upon the people of your town, home, 
community, office, or in whatever surrounding you find yourself. 
  
Now let's notice verse 34 again: 
  

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work.  

  
Simultaneously Seeing and Serving 
Jesus is teaching his disciples to believe and SEE the harvest before them.  There 
seems to be a subtle rebuke here.  The disciples were doing something quite harmless- - 
they were going to get food, nothing inherently wrong with such a thing.  We are physical 
beings who need physical sustenance.  But what I think Jesus is teaching them about the 
real food of accomplishing the Father's work is that you can get food and you can SEE 
the harvest and accomplish the Father's will -- at the same time!  This means you can be 
simultaneously seeing the harvest and serving the Lord each and every day! 
  
In other words, we so often compartmentalize our lives.  Our worship of God goes here, 
our family is here, our evangelism goes there; our eating and drinking goes here, our 
physical needs are there, and here is where we place our spiritual needs, etc.  What it 
seems Jesus wants to teach the disciples and us today is to avoid compartmentalizing 
our lives and to see that our ultimate goal in life, as we go along our normal journeys 
throughout the day, is to glorify God by SEEING the harvest that is always around us in 
these last days since Jesus has come. 
  
As the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins: "What is the chief end (or purpose) of 
man?" Answer: "To glorify God and to enjoy him forever."  In this brief summary of the 
meaning of life, there is no compartmentalizing of our faith and love for Jesus, nor a 
separation of our physical and spiritual lives, rather all of our lives are to be for the 
purpose of glorifying and enjoying God every day of our lives, no matter what we are 
doing.   
  
Our relationship and walk with Jesus as his disciples is to be sensitive, alert, and 

watchful as we prayerfully seek to find true fulfillment in not merely worrying about 
ourselves, but concerned about the lost sheep of Jesus Who have no shepherd. 

  
Going to dinner? SEE the harvest!  Going to meet a friend? SEE the harvest!  Going to 
school, to work, to the office, to the store, to the ends of the earth perhaps? SEE the 
harvest! 
  



At the end of the day, the disciples were being self-centered and selfish.  Jesus needed 
water and sought it, but he also used it as an opportunity to do the Father's will because 
He could SEE the harvest around him in Samaria.  The disciples in contrast to our Lord 
Jesus go off to get some food, even though they know (and are informed by the present 
hostility and prejudice of Samaritan people) that Samaria needs to know their Lord Jesus 
too! 
  
In contrast to the disciples, the woman didn't merely forget why she originally came to the 
well, she would have satisfied her physical thirst later.  What happened to her here 
however was that her priorities changed and she left her water jar- - she didn't forget the 
water jar- - she left her water jar because of the joy of now having her soul's thirst 
quenched and she longed to eat of the food of doing God's will.   
  

The sinful, Samaritan woman- - even BEFORE THE DISCIPLES WHO ARE 
CLOSEST TO JESUS, SEES the harvest in her own town and so the Samaritans 
come running to find the Living Water for their own souls!  Notice the abundant 

harvest that comes through the woman's witness and Jesus' word! 
  
28 

So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 

29 
"Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 

30 
They went out of the town and were coming to him.  

 
Because of the witness of the woman and the word of Jesus "they went out of the town 
and were (continuously) coming to him!"  Jesus, in his instruction to his disciples, then 
asks them about the harvest.  He again uses the physical, yearly harvest to explain the 
significance of the spiritual, daily harvest that is before us all in these times before Jesus 
comes! 
 
The Age of the Harvest 
35 

Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell 
you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 

36 
Already the 

one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower 
and reaper may rejoice together. 

37 
For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and 

another reaps.' 
38 

I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor."  
 
The time of the harvest had come in Jesus, so Jesus teaches the disciples concerning 
the great harvest of his Kingdom by pointing to an accurate statement and familiar 
proverb that agrarian people would have understood at this time.  Jesus says this saying 
is true: ‘One sows and another reaps’ (v. 37).  Then he explains, that in contrast this 
saying is no longer true: ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’ (v. 
35). 
  
What Jesus means is that the harvest has come NOW, in Him.  Remember, back in 4:23-
24: "A time is coming, and IS NOW here when worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth...for the Father is seeking such worshippers."   
  
The harvest, the "food that Jesus has that the disciples do not know about" is the food of 
seeking a harvest of worshippers who are not hidden away in a hole in the ground, or far 
away to the ends of the earth (although they can be there too!), but a harvest of 
worshippers who are RIGHT THERE where they are, where they live.  The same is true 
for us.  If we could only SEE by God's grace, we would SEE a harvest of worshippers 
RIGHT HERE- -where we are, where we live! 
  

In Jesus, the harvest had begun!   
  



This was the end times harvest that was spoken about in Amos 9:13- 
  
ESV 

Amos 9:13 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the 
seed; the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it." 
  
The Prophet Amos saw a day coming (and when this terminology is used: "Behold, the 
days are coming" it refers to the last and final days, the last act of the world, or this 
present age) when reaper and sower would be rejoicing together!  This time had dawned 
with the coming of Jesus.   
  

The Age of the Harvest is now here - -Rejoice!   
  
All of the Old Covenant, including the teaching of Moses, the Prophets, all the way up to 
John the Baptist had been preparatory.  This former time had been a time of sowing the 
seed of the Word.  But NOW a time had come in Jesus the Word, when the sowing would 
continue (Matthew 13- Parable of the Sower), but the harvest would also begin!  Sower 
and reaper would work together in God's vineyard! 
  
Let's think about a harvest.  It is sometimes difficult for us to understand this imagery in a 
non-agrarian culture.  We are far removed many times from the thinking of sowing and 
reaping because our thinking has been influenced more by the culture of a modern, 
mechanical age.   
  

A harvest implies planting, growing, dependence upon God.  A harvest is a slow 
process that is difficult for us to understand.  We forget how many seeds have 

been already planted in people's hearts around us when we talk to them about our 
Lord Jesus. 

  
Sowing is a difficult task, yet harvest was always a time of rejoicing.  Sowing was the 
beginning of the planting process, harvesting was the end.  Sowing was a time of waiting, 
harvesting meant the time had come.  Jesus is saying that the sowers and the reapers 
NOW will do their work together for the time of rejoicing, the end, the harvesting time that 
would be ultimately fulfilled at the end of the world, had come in Him!  The time of sowing 
was the time awaiting the Messiah who now speaks to those who have ears to hear (cf. 
John 4:26- "I who speak to you am he"), the time of harvest is the fullness of the times 
that have now dawned in Jesus (cf. Galatians 4:4). 
  
"Real Food" 
This is Jesus’ real food: to do the will of the Father.  The real food of this agrarian culture 
would have been when the time of the harvest came and they would all rejoice with bread 
and wine!   
  

The real food of Jesus' harvest is always present tense in our everyday lives!   
  
We do not have to wait for the harvest, it is present in Jesus and His Word.  We are 
called (with the disciples) no longer to merely be on the defense as the people of God, 
but to "GO" forward, on the offensive making disciples and being reapers of God's Word.  
Listen to the joyous message from God through the Prophet Isaiah: 
  
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the LORD. 

9
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10

 "For as the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11
 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 



but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 

12
 "For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. 
  
Jesus is teaching the disciples to be participants in the sowing and reaping- -primarily the 
reaping- -for the time has NOW come!  In going forward, not merely getting accustomed 
to hanging out with Jesus, but getting accustomed to going and while going for food, or 
anything else in life, their ultimate goal as disciples of Jesus would be to take part in the 
harvest. 
  
The food they sought was physical food that comes from a mere earthly harvest.  Jesus 
is saying (not that we do not need this food), but to make your ultimate priority the 
obtaining of spiritual food that is from a spiritual harvest of souls- - thus doing the will of 
the Father! 

Matthew 13:16-17- But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and 
your ears, for they hear. 

17
 Truly, I say to you, many prophets 

and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 

Look Around You!  What Do You SEE? 
Let's think about this message to ourselves today.  How many times do we take our “in 
house” status for granted in the covenant?  How many times are we guilty of not SEEING 
the lost around us, or assuming that these are the kind of people who would not want the 
gospel?  Remember, that is exactly what the disciples, under Jesus' covenantal word, 
nurture, and care apparently thought.  The sinful, Samaritan woman would have been the 
most unlikely candidate for gospel witness as a sower and reaper of God's Word! 
  

I was too!  And I am writing this to you (that's a Postmodern moment I just had!) 
  
Yet there's the irony!  You would have thought the Jews to be the first who proclaimed 
Jesus' message to the world.  He came to His own, but His own received him not!  
Ironically, a sinful Samaritan woman (with the emphases on Samaritan and woman) 
becomes the first reaper of the Lord's end-time harvest.  What the prophets of Israel 
proclaimed would come in Messiah was first carried out by Israel's despised enemies! 
  
How about you? Are you merely going about your daily business being inside the 
covenant, close and comfortable to Jesus, or do you think to reach out to the most 
unlikely people?  Look around you where you are- - what do you SEE-  -blind, ignorant 
sinners? Or, a harvest that will come by God's Spirit and His Word?  What do you SEE?   
  
Seeing is believing!  That is, if you can see the harvest by God's grace, you will believe 
that God has prepared a people to hear His Word.  You will also SEE and believe that he 
has providentially placed you for proclamation in your place!  
  
There is a harvest - -you ain’t seen nothing yet- -we must believe that Jesus is faithful to 
call his own!  But do we believe this? Jesus is teaching his disciples (and will be 
throughout their ministry) to see with eyes of faith.  We oftentimes see only ourselves in 
our lives - -we can’t (or rather, don’t see past the end of our noses).  
 

Jesus wants to train our sight to see His work! 
  

 
Notice the final words of our passage: 
  



"Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's 
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." 

40 
So when the Samaritans came to him, 

they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.  
  

And many more believed because of his word.  
  
42 

They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the 
Savior of the world." 
 
The Samaritans believe- - faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ 
(Romans 10:13-17).  Christ's message penetrated the sinful Samaritan woman's heart, 
and this message that bore fruit in her life by faith became a larger harvest when Jesus 
used her as his instrument of grace to tell more about the good news of His Word!  Think 
about it: It all starts with our telling others who Jesus is and what He has done in our 
lives, that leads others to the Word of Truth - -the fount of all knowledge and 
understanding about the Lord Jesus Christ!  Remember the words of the Apostle Paul to 
the Romans: 

 
Romans 10:13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

14
 

But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 

15
 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" 
16

 
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed 
what he has heard from us?" 

17
 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ. 
 

The Disciples get to ultimately see the last days, end of the world harvest begin in 
Samaria as every tribe, tongue, people and nation (beginning with Samaria) are realizing 
that Jesus is “the Savior of the World”! 

 
 
The Harvest Time is NOW! 
What do you SEE? Merely yourself, your own family, what is only expedient and good for 
you?  Ask the Lord Jesus to give you eyes to SEE the harvest.  Do you believe?  The 
disciples did not learn their lesson for good this day, there was still much for them to 
learn.  In fact, at the end of John's gospel the disciple Thomas is still wanting to SEE in 
order to believe.  Jesus gives us all hope for today as he tells Thomas and us: "Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed."   
  
We must see with eyes of faith- -we must believe that we live in the last days time of the 
harvest!  May we long to sow and reap as the harvest is white before us, may the Lord 
truly give us eyes of faith to SEE! 
 

John 20:29-31: Jesus said to [Thomas], "Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed." 

30
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31

 but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 
The Final Harvest on the Last Day 
On the final day, when Christ shall return to close the end of the age and the last days 
harvest, he shall ultimately reap a great harvest of people who he has loved from the 
foundation of the world.  For others, who did not know his grace, who never believed 



Jesus' Word, they will be punished and reap a harvest according to the evil they have 
sown throughout their lives.   
  
This Final Day will be a day of grace for those who have sowed God's Word and who 
have believed and participated in the harvest of grace.  For those who have not believed, 
this Final Day will be a harvest of wrath, destruction and eternal death!  Read carefully 
the words found in Revelation 14:14-20: 
  
Revelation 14:14-20- Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the 
cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in 
his hand. 

15
 And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to 

him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has 
come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe." 

16
 So he who sat on the cloud 

swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
17

 Then another angel 
came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 

18
 And another 

angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he 
called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, "Put in your sickle 
and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe." 

19
 So the 

angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the 
earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

20
 And the 

winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as 
high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. 
  
May we seek the Lord while he may be found!  May we call upon him and encourage 
others to do the same while he is near.  May we remember that the LORD is patient, not 
wanting any to perish, but for all (throughout the world, every tongue, tribe, people, and 
nation) to come to repentance and know that Jesus is the Savior of the World!   
  
Jesus laid down his life for sinners, he sowed his body to the LORD in death and reaped 
the wrath of God we so richly deserve for our sins.  God was faithful to His perfect Son 
and raised Him from the dead as the first fruits of the Age to Come!  Jesus death was his 
sowing for us, his resurrection was God's reaping for us so that we might be given his 
Spirit and live with him eternally in the New Heavens and New Earth. 
  
Remember the hope of our resurrection on the Great and Last Day of the Harvest from 
the Apostle Paul's letter to the Corinthians! 
  
1 Corinthians 15:42-50: So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 

43
 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 

glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
44

 It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 

45
 

Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. 

46
 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, 

and then the spiritual. 
47

 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. 

48
 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 

of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
49

 
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image 
of the man of heaven. 

50
 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
  
Coming Next Week: "The Healing: SEEING with Eyes of Faith"- Pt. 2 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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 WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
 

JOHN 4:27-54: "THE HARVEST AND THE HEALING"- PT. 2 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
Introduction 
Part 2: The Healing- "BELIEVE AND YOU WILL SEE WITH EYES OF FAITH" 
  
It is axiomatic to say “life is hard”.  We are all born into this world crying and gasping for 
air.  It may be a bit of a cliché’ to say that "life is hard", but we do not actually think about 
life being hard, well, until something in life causes life to be hard for us- -then we 
understand that life is hard and quite difficult. 
 
What we do, and how we react when life is hard is worth considering.  Whether rich or 
poor, whether Jew or Gentile, all people need Jesus the Christ to make sense of this 
“hard and difficult” life under the sun.  In our passage from John 4:28-42 in the last issue, 
we learned that Jesus is Lord of the Harvest and the time of the end-time harvest has 
begun in Jesus.  We learned how Jesus wanted to teach us to be able to SEE the 
harvest all around us.  In contrast, in today's passage we learn how Jesus wants to train 
our faith to believe His Word.  Many who saw the signs and wonders Jesus performed 
still did not believe -- but one did: a nobleman from Herod's castle. 
  
Jesus challenges the nobleman to believe without sight!  The signs and wonders point to 
the person of Jesus and his ability to save and heal.  So in today's passage we will learn 
that: 
 
Jesus not only wants to train our eyes to see His work - -he wants to train our faith 

to believe His Word! 
 
In John 4:43-54, there is a change of scenery back to Galilee to form an inclusio, a 
closing to the first part of John’s Gospel where Jesus first performed SIGN-ificant Signs 
in Cana of Galilee.  Whereas the previous passage taught that “seeing is believing”, this 
passage is about “believing is seeing”.  Do we see the harvest and believe that it is a 
present-tense reality in these last days?  Do we believe Jesus' Word and see what Jesus 
is doing in our lives even when we don't fully understand? 
  
Do we believe the Word of Jesus, then see what he is doing, or do we have to see 

first, then believe? 
  

John 4:46-54 
46 

So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 

47 
When this man heard that Jesus 

had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal 
his son, for he was at the point of death.  
 

48 
So Jesus said to him, "Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe." 

 
49 

The official said to him, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 
50 

Jesus said to him, 
"Go; your son will live."  
 

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 
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51 
As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 

52 
So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 

"Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 
53 

The father knew that was the hour 
when Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." And he himself believed, and all his 
household. 

54 
This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 

Judea to Galilee. 
  
Life is Hard for All -- both Rich and Poor 
The Book of Ecclesiastes teaches us that for both the rich and the poor sickness, 
suffering and death will eventually come as a reality to all.  In the Book of Job, we find a 
righteous, rich and wealthy man named Job, who experiences the hardness of life in the 
most exasperating and extreme of ways.   
  
In John 4:46-54 we have a rich and wealthy nobleman whose son is dying.  The 
nobleman is a royal official of King Herod.  Though there are some similarities to the 
healing of the Centurion's servant in Matthew 8, this is a different occasion.  The 
nobleman, or royal official is a "Basilikos" (Gr.), and this should be translated as one who 
is royal or in a royal family.  He is a Jew who is in the royal family of Herod.  In our 
passage, the Apostle John is reminding us in this scene with the nobleman that position, 
power, or potential in this life will not keep us from experience pain, sickness, suffering, 
and ultimately death. 
  
Many rich and wealthy people think that their wealth and riches can keep them safe and 
happy and from all harm.  But when something like pain, illness, or incurable sickness 
afflicts them, all the money in the world cannot help them.  Both rich and poor, both those 
who have as well as those who have not in this world deal with difficulty and hardship 
"under the sun".  But behind it all, as Christians, we should see and believe that 
God works out all things for the good who He loves and are called according to His 
purpose (Romans 8:28ff). 
 
When life is hard for you, do you believe Jesus?  I didn't say "Do you believe in Jesus?" 
But "Do you believe Jesus?"  Or, do you just seek him when you can actually 
understand and SEE HIM working (positively and according to your will) in your life?  
Think about it. 
 
In our story today, the rich and wealthy nobleman of King Herod believes- -THEN SEES 
because he simply takes Jesus at his word.  Jesus has just brought the gospel to a poor 
Samaritan woman, now he brings the gospel of His grace to a rich and wealthy nobleman 
and his family! 
 
We learned in the last passage that Jesus wants to train our eyes to see His work.  

In this passage we learn that Jesus wants to train our faith to believe His Word. 
 
Do You Take Jesus at His Word? 
You know as Christians we do alright when Jesus is “good to us” and when all thing are 
going the way we would like them to go.  
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) a relative dies – “Why?” we ask!   
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) my bank account is low and bills are still 
coming in- - “Why? We ask!   
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) you lose a friend in a silly 
misunderstanding, you grow sick, you or someone you love is hurt badly and 
handicapped in an apparently meaningless accident, you lose your business because 
someone else made a stupid mistake, etc. etc. the list goes on! 



 
Then we realize  “life is hard” and this becomes so much more than a cliché’ and we 
don’t care that it is obviously axiomatic, we cry: “Why?!!” 
 
Well, for the nobleman in this passage, he takes Jesus by faith and believes Jesus’ Word 
to him even before he sees a change.  We oftentimes go long periods of time of 
experiencing the difficulty and hardness of life before we SEE the answered prayers from 
Jesus. 
 
However, we must always take him at his Word, believing that He cares and loves and 
knows what is best for us.  In other words, we must believe if we are ever going to truly 
see the hand of God in our everyday difficult and hard lives.  As Jesus showed himself 
the Lord of the Harvest in the last passage, here Jesus reveals himself as the Creator 
God who speaks words of healing and life! 
 
A Time to Laugh, A Time to Mourn 
Compare for a moment the scene at Cana in chapter 2 of John.  It was a wedding feast if 
you remember, a time of beginning, a time of celebration.  This scene at the end of 
chapter 4 is a death scene.  A nobleman’s son is dying, it is the end of his life, and will 
become a time of mourning for all those related to him and in the community- - Yet Jesus 
heals him and changes the course of history! 
 
What would have been a day of mourning, becomes a day of rejoicing because this 
nobleman took Jesus at his word!  Jesus is here for us at the beginning and at the 

time of celebration, but he is also here for us at the end and at the time of 
mourning.  Only Jesus can make sense of the difficulty and hardness of life under 

the sun. 
 
As the Teacher in Ecclesiastes says: 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: 

2 
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up what is planted; 
3 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, 

and a time to build up; 
4 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 

time to dance; 
5 
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a 

time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 
a time to seek, and a time 

to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 
a time to love, and a time to hate; a 

time for war, and a time for peace. 
9 
What gain has the worker from his toil? 

10 
I 

have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 
11 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 
heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the 
end. 

12 
I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do 

good as long as they live; 
13 

also that everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil- this is God's gift to man. 
 
Do you believe Jesus is the Great Healer and the One Who gives His Word to you as a 
comfort and a guide. Do you believe his Word, even when you don’t apparently SEE His 
hand in your difficult and hard situation in life.  In the Book of Ecclesiastes, "under the 
sun" is the phrase used to describe man's finite and limited vantage point as creatures.  
The book reminds us that we need more than our observations, we need a divine and 
infinite perspective on life that only God can give to us in His revelation- - His Word.  In 
other words, we need God's Word, we need to take God at His Word, even from our 
limited and finite perspective, things do not seem right, but vanity, or meaningless (which 
is another translation of the word translated "vanity" in Ecclesiastes). 
  



Ecclesiastes 1:2-3: Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity. 

3
 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?  

  
 
 
Do you understand that Jesus came “under the sun” to identify with us, to sympathize 
with our weaknesses and to defeat death, hell and the devil along with all suffering 
caused by these three?!  Do you believe His Word to you?  Jesus is the One who came 
"under the sun" to show us the way "above the sun" to the Heavenly Father!  Jesus is the 
One who came "under the sun" to teach us how to interpret our lives rightly from God's 
sovereign perspective "above the sun".  In John 3, Jesus told Nicodemus about 
"Heavenly Reality" or revelation "from above" (3:3-11), here he teaches in the healing of 
the nobleman's son that we can believe this "Heavenly Reality" and revelation Jesus 
brings below to all of us who still live "under the sun"! 
  
How many times do you think God is less than alive, active, or accessible in your own life 
when you do not see what God can do, but doesn’t in your own life. 

 
God can, but doesn’t- - do you still trust Him as a Person? Do you still depend 

upon Him for your hope? 
  

 
As we learned in the last story of the Lord of the Harvest, Jesus’ Word is powerful 
to save and to change hearts, His Word is also powerful to calm anxiety and take 
away your fears and to calm and comfort you in your time of difficulty and pain.   

 
Do you see even when you don’t believe that there is a great harvest of lost souls? Do 
you believe even when you don’t see that Jesus is in control of all of your life - -even the 
most difficult and painful of times? 
 
Jesus says: "I Will Never Leave You Nor Forsake You" 
The nobleman believed, because he took Jesus at His Word- - then the next day, he 
SAW with his own eyes the truth of Christ and his entire family believed!  Sometimes our 
belief, even when we don’t see, becomes the eyes for others to believe and also see.  
Biblical faith is family faith.  This nobleman took Jesus at his Word, which ultimately 
means that he submitted to the Word of God as His authority.  Then this nobleman, as 
head of his household, submitted his entire family to Jesus' Word.  Your belief, even 
when you don't fully SEE God's hand in your life can become the eyes of belief and sight 
for others to SEE JESUS!  Never forget that!  People are watching you and how you 
respond when life is hard. 
 
I will never forget my friend and spiritual mentor Charles Waddy in Atlanta, Georgia.  He 
taught me and discipled me in the ways of grace and knowing Jesus.  When life became 
extremely difficult and hard for he and his family when he was diagnosed with incurable 
cancer, he was a true encouragement and example of God’s grace and mercy for he 
believed God even when He could not see him and his hand of help in his suffering. 
 
This taught me to always be aware by God’s grace, to the best of my ability, that Jesus is 
always near to us.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever!  
  

Jesus is always with us even to the end of the Age and we can take comfort that 
even though we will never understand all difficult and hard circumstances in our 

life- - HE DOES and he will never leave us nor forsake us.   
  
Jesus as Lord of the End of the Age, is the Sovereign God and Merciful Healer who 
comforts us in our time of difficulty (2 Cor. 1). 



 
For His Name’s sake, he will do with us only that which is the best from his Sovereign 
and Great point of view!  He will never allow His own to be put to shame or to be 
condemned.  We often think that if we are having a difficult and hard time in life, then it 
must be due to a particular sin.  We must always remember that this is not true as we will 
see later in John 9. 
 
What is your concern today in the difficulty and hardness of your life?  Whatever your 
difficulty, be reminded to take Jesus at His Word.  Be reminded to seek him with all your 
heart even though you are confused and surrounded by your pain.  Ask the LORD for 
help and grace to know through His Word that He loves you and cares for you and is 
WITH YOU. 
  
Perhaps today you are not going through a particularly difficult time.  Well, use them time 
as a preparatory time to remind yourself of these truths.  For all who follow Jesus will deal 
with sorrw and pain.  Yet Jesus’ joy will be with and in us as we have the power of His 
Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us. 
  
Will all the “IF Christians” Please Stand Up 
Before we end our study, let's go back to the opening verses of our passage found in 
John 4:43-45 and consider what it means to be an "IF Christian".  In John 4:43-45 at first 
glance, some interpreters get confused.  Jesus is returning to Galilee and it says in v. 44 
that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown, yet then in v. 45 Jesus is welcomed 
with open arms.  
  
The verses seem inconsistent, but you want to appreciate the clause "having seen all 
that he had one in Jerusalem at the feast".  The Galileans wouldn't have normally 
welcomed Jesus, but they had seen what he could do.  In other words, these people 
welcomed Jesus merely for what he could not rather than for Who He was (God in the 
flesh!!).  That is why Jesus' comment to the crowd is so sharp in John 4:48: "Unless you 
see signs and wonders, you will not believe." 
 
John 4:43-45: After the two days he departed for Galilee. 

44 
(For Jesus himself had 

testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 
45 

So when he came to 
Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 
the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.  
 
The point is that once again Jesus knows what is in the hearts of the people and 
he knows that they are merely following him and coming to him to see what he will do.  
There is no faith in Jesus’ person, just his miracles (John 2:23-25). 
  
John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in 
his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 

24
 But Jesus on his part did 

not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25

 and needed no one to 
bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
  
Are you the kind of person who only will follow Jesus IF he does what you ask him to do?  
Or are you the Christian who does what Jesus asks you to do, no matter what, and come 
what may- -even the difficult and hard circumstances?  It is worth asking the question to 
yourself? 
  
There were many “IF Christians” in the crowds following Jesus – those who were not 
disciples but mere followers who were waiting on Jesus to do something else that was 
great.   
  



Do you have to see, or even feel Jesus in his works to believe and know that he 
loves you?  Or, do you take him at his Word?   

 
In other words, do you focus and worship Jesus merely when you see him and feel him 
as you would have him? Or, can you see him in His Word and know He is the Person that 
He claims to be. 
 
Walk by Faith- -Your Faith in Jesus' Word will become Sight! 
 
When you go through difficult times, do you still suffer from lack of sight and vision in 
seeing God at work? Do you question his goodness and grace toward you? OR, do you 
walk by faith?  Remember the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4.  In this 
passage, the Apostle Paul is speaking of the POWER of God's Word to those who 
believe.  Read this carefully and slowly.  Paul contrasts the Word of God that is true with 
what we see and how what we see in our suffering in this world often seems to conflict 
with what the Word of God teaches - -nevertheless we are to believe the Word of God: 
2 Corinthians 4: Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not 
lose heart. 

2 
But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to 

practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the 
truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 

3 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 
4 
In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  
 

5 
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
 

6 
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
7 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 

belongs to God and not to us. 
8 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
9 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed; 
10 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 

11 
For we who live are always being 

given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 

12 
So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

13 
Since 

we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, 
and so I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 

14 
knowing that he who 

raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence. 

15 
For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more 

people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
 

16 
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 

nature is being renewed day by day. 
17 

For this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 

18 
as we look not 

to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

  
"Do not lose heart!"  Be careful of the “IF Christians”- - those who only followed Jesus to 
see his signs.  Then think of the nobleman and his faith of believing without seeing!  The 
real truth this passage is communicating causes us to ask the question:  
  



“Do you follow Jesus for what he can do for you, or for Who He is?!  Are you 
interested merely in his SIGNS AND WONDERS, and not interested in the One to 

Whom the SIGNS AND WONDERS point as the True God and Savior? 
 
Perhaps some people would be happier with a mere magician, a friendly shaman, or 
mind reader, or someone who could perform great feats of so-called healings that 
everyone will run to, like on some of those TV shows supposedly professing the name of 
Christ, but in reality just making a mockery out of Christianity! 
 
I talk to some people who say that if God had not taken their son, daughter, wife, 
husband, mother, father, etc. then they would not be mad at God.  I had a young lady in 
my class when I taught high school who said that the reason she didn’t believe what I 
taught was because “God had taken her Grandmother who was the only real love in her 
life.” 
 
Now don’t misunderstand, I sympathized with this young lady and I told her that I was 
sorry, but that she had a misperception and misconception about God.  God doesn’t owe 
us anything: neither life, nor happiness and health (I don’t know where this idea came 
from since we are all under the condemnation of Adam as a consequence of his sin and 
the fall of man).   
  
Life is hard and we can expect from unbelievers only, well "unbelief".  Why?  Because 
unless we take God at His Word, we will fail rightly to interpret this difficult and hard life.  
Rather than calling upon the Name of the LORD, those who do not believe, will never see 
God as Creator and LORD, and will eventually end up cursing the Name of the LORD 
because of their circumstances in this life. 
 
What we must understand is that we must seek God for Who He is and submit ourselves 
to His rule and sovereignty in our lives.  This includes submitting ourselves to Him when 
life is hard!  Now this is not easy, but it is part of our being His disciples.  Paul says that 
he wants to take part in the sufferings of Christ and even “fill up in what is lacking with 
regard to Christ’s afflictions” because those who believe have been united to the Risen 
Jesus and so can expect to suffer and be afflicted along with Him (Col. 1:24ff; Phil. 3:8-
14). 
 
What the nobleman did that was so commendable in this passage is that He believed 
Jesus.  He took Jesus at His Word.  He accepted Jesus as more than a mere miracle-
worker or magician, He accepted Him as Lord and Savior!  He looked to Jesus, God in 
the flesh, and not merely at the signs that pointed toward this reality.  The nobleman 
believed the Word of the LORD despite his circumstances and in this particular 
circumstance, Jesus healed him. 
 
Unanswered Prayers and Our Sovereign God 
Now sometimes we don’t see our prayers answered so quickly, and sometimes not at all 
in this lifetime.  What do we do then?  We still believe and take Jesus at His Word as 
hard as this might be at the time- - we still must believe! 
 
The nobleman had his belief confirmed by sight the following day, but oftentimes we do 
not receive such a quick “prayer turnaround”- -but we are still called as Jesus’ disciples to 
take Him at His Word and to believe even when we do not see!  This is not the only life 
we live and so as difficult as it may be at times, we know that Jesus shall come for us and 
restore all things, comforting us with his physical presence and renewing all things! 
 
Then there will be no suffering, no sickness, no difficulties, and life will not longer EVER 
BE HARD! 
 



The same Word of Power that God spoke into nothing as he said: “Let there be light”, and 
there was light;  
the same Word of Power that God spoke into our hearts when he said “Let there be light” 
and there was light and life in Jesus;  
the same Word of Power that God spoke to this nobleman when He says “Your son will 
live”;  
the same Word of Power that God is speaking right now to you through His Word; 
This same Word of Power is the Word that we will hear when Jesus returns either in this 
life or in the next and says to those who did not see, but believed:  
  

“ARISE”! 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18:  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 
Then we who are alive, who are left, 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we will always be with the Lord. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. 
 
May we indeed encourage each other with these words, because they are trustworthy 
and true!  Why? Because Jesus said them and we can be assured that whether it is 
tomorrow or two thousand more years, they will come to pass and we shall see Him as 
He is! 
 
Glory be to God for his grace and for Jesus Christ! 
 
Put your trust and faith wholeheartedly in Jesus’ Word today! 
 
John 20:31 was written so that those might believe and have life in Jesus- - do you 
believe?   
 
We learned in the last passage that Jesus wants to train our eyes to see His work.  

In this passage we learn that Jesus wants to train our faith to believe His Word.  
  
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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