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THE SABBATH'S SIGNIFICANCE" 
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Introduction 
"C'mon you can't be serious!  Only legalists keep the Sabbath anymore.  
Don't you know that's an outdated Puritanical idea?!  The Sabbath was 
created by man so that no one could have a good time- - it's part of a 
scheme by legalists to sap all the fun out of worship and enforce the 
worship of God with others." 
  
You may not actually say any of these comments above, but this is what 
often runs through the mind of many today in Christ's Church when the 
Sabbath is mentioned.  Unfortunately, some Christians have a tainted idea 
of the Sabbath Day, or the Lord's Day (more on this change in the study).   
  
What was created by God for man to be a joy, a time of refreshing rest 
that included restoration and redemption that reminds us of the renewal of 
all things in the future, has become for some a day of busyness, mundane 
activities, and disregard.  If only we understood better the Sabbath's 
significance.   
  
Today's study will be looking at John 5 and the "SIGN-ificant Sabbath" that 
helps us to better understand the "Sabbath's significance".  Now don't run 
off, thinking that I'm up to no good again, trying to influence you with my 
"radically Reformed" ideas!  Take the time to reflect on this study and 
perhaps you might come to think of the Sabbath as a joy yourself! 
 

John 5:1-18 
ESV John 5:1-18: After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic 
called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of 
invalids- blind, lame, and paralyzed. 4 5 One man was there who had been an 
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he 
had already been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be healed?" 7 
The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me." 8 Jesus 
said to him, "Get up, take up your bed, and walk." 9 And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So 
the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not 
lawful for you to take up your bed." 11 But he answered them, "The man who 
healed me, that man said to me, 'Take up your bed, and walk.'" 12 They asked him, 
"Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and walk'?" 13 Now the man 
who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there 
was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to 
him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you."  



15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 
And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these 
things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until 
now, and I am working." 18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God 
his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
  

The Sabbath 
From the time of creation, the Sabbath has been an ordinance recognized 
by God himself and expected of his creatures (Gen. 2:2-3; Hebrews 
4:5ff).  The first Sabbath rest was when God rested from creating all things 
good by the word of His power in the space of six days!  God showed to 
his creatures that the Sabbath was important for them as well.  God set 
the pattern of the seven day week for his creatures: six days of labor and 
one day of refreshing rest that includes restoration and redemption that 
reminds us of the renewal of all things in the future. 
  
After God had redeemed his people from Egypt and brought them into 
relationship to him formally and visibly as his people, he commanded them 
in the fourth commandment to "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy."  Moses writes God's command this way: 
  
Exodus 20: 8-11: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9 
Six days you shall 

labor, and do all your work, 
10 

but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your 
male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. 

11 
For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy." 
  
The Sabbath was important for all of creation, but after the Fall of man into 
sin and misery, the Sabbath Day became corrupted like everything else 
affected by sin.  When God called his people to himself, he began to teach 
them that the Sabbath day was significant in light of redemption as well.  
The fourth commandment gave formal instruction as to the importance of 
this day for God's people. 
  
But what was the Sabbath Day's significance for God's people?  In 
essence, it was to be a day of refreshing rest that included restoration and 
redemption that reminded God's people of the renewal of all things in 
the future.  It was to be remembered because God knew that man needed 
this day.  This is one day in seven that is "blessed and made holy by the 
Lord" (Ex. 20:11).   
  
John Calvin writes concerning the Sabbath as a promise: 
  
"...We are taught in many passages that this foreshadowing of spiritual rest occupied the 
chief place in the Sabbath.  The Lord enjoined obedience to almost no other 
commandment as severely as to [the fourth commandment] (Num. 15:32-36; Ex. 



31:13ff).  When God wills through the prophets to indicate that all religion has been 
overturned, he complains that his Sabbaths have been polluted, violated, not kept, not 
hallowed -- as if, with this homage omitted, nothing more remained in which he could be 
honored (Ezek. 20:12-13; 22:8; Jer. 17:21, 22, 27; Isaiah 56)." 
  
God's people were to always remember this important day as a day of 
worship, as a day of being reminded of God's restorative power in 
redemption and to await the full restoration day to come in the future with 
Messiah.  God's people need to be restored from their labors "under the 
sun" as they toiled against the thorns and weeds of this world because of 
the curse from sin and rebellion (Gen. 3:15-17).  As he restores his people 
from their labors, so he will one day restore the entire creation! 
  
The Sabbath was to be a day of reflection.  God's people were to be 
reminded of God's redemptive powers in Egypt and how his mighty hand 
saves his people from sin and misery and brings them into his kingdom 
because of his favor and loving kindness!  This day of reflection on the 
past is found in many of the Psalms, such as Psalm 78 that recounts 
God's mighty acts in history on behalf of his people! 
  
The Sabbath was to be a day of redemption!  A day when redemption and 
salvation were manifested in the worship of the living God for what he has 
done for his people.  It was to be a day when others would be invited to 
participate in this redemption by looking to the only God by faith.  
Ultimately, there was to be a reminder to God's people of a Day of 
Redemption to come when all of those who belonged to him would be 
brought into the New Heavens and the New Earth to worship and serve 
God's 'Anointed One' or Messiah! 
  

The Lame Leap Like Deer! 
These are just a few of the joyous reasons why the Sabbath has always 
been significant for God's people!  And this is exactly what Jesus is 
showing to the world in John 5:1-18.  When Jesus asks the lame man if he 
would like to be healed (John 5:6), Jesus is doing nothing less that 
announcing in this SIGN-ificant healing, that the last days, the Day of 
Redemption has come in Him! 
  
Jesus is showing in this SIGN-ificant Sabbath healing the refreshing rest, 
restoration and redemption that can only come in him!  Jesus is 
proclaiming himself through his signs that he is Messiah- - the One all of 
God's people had been waiting and anticipating each Sabbath.  You see 
the Jews in the Old Testament and up until Jesus' time, celebrated the 
Sabbath as a sort of weekly festival that reminded them of the refreshing 
rest from labors (both physical and spiritual), the restoration, and the 
ultimate redemption that was to come one day when Messiah came to rule 
over his people and bring them all into his presence. 
  



Here is Messiah- -Jesus Christ himself!  And instead of God's people 
flocking to greet him as they see the lame leap like deer, they begin to plot 
against him in order to kill him!  What irony! The Sabbath day will become 
a day NOT OF refreshing rest, restoration and redemption reminding 
God's people of the renewal of all things, but a day of reviling against God, 
and a rejuvenation of the sin of the fall when man shall once again reject 
God and break free from the shackles of his commandments in order to 
murder and kill (John 5:18). 
  
The Jews should have been reminded of the Last Days prophecy of Isaiah 
the Prophet: 

Isaiah 35:4-10: "Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will 
come and save you." 

5 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 

the deaf unstopped; 
6 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of 

the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 

7 
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. 

8 
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of 

Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on 
the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 

9 
No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 

10 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come 

to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 

This future hope revealed to God's people by Isaiah was forgotten and the 
Christ was not recognized as bringing about the dawning of the Great 
Sabbath Rest- -the renewal of all things!  The very design and reason for 
the Sabbath was to remind God's people of his goodness, grace and 
mercy!  Here in this passage in John, we see visually in Jesus the 
goodness, grace and mercy of God, yet the Jews do not use this as an 
opportunity for worship and praise, they think about killing Jesus ridding 
the Sabbath ultimately of God's goodness in this healing. 
 
The perversion of the Sabbath Day: “Exodus 16:29 said that a man 
could not travel on the Sabbath.  But what is traveling? Asked the scribes.  
What constitutes a journey?  
 
In answering the question they then developed the concept of a Sabbath 
day’s journey, which was roughly a thousand yards.  So a man could walk 
thus far on the Sabbath, but to walk more than that was sin.  If, however, a 
rope was tied across the street, then the whole street technically became 
one house; and a man could walk a thousand yards beyond the rope. 
 
Or if he deposited enough food for a meal at any given place on Friday 
night, on the next day he could walk to it, eat his mean (thereby technically 
establishing a home), and then walk a thousand miles more… 



 
Take a man out walking.  He spits.  Is that work? It depends on what 
happens to the saliva.  If it goes into the dirt and makes a slight furrow, 
then that is plowing and it is work.  But if it hits a rock, no work is done.  
So, under this system, being religious on the Sabbath more or less 
depended on which direction you spit! 
  

Christians and the Sabbath 
What do you think of the Sabbath?  Since the resurrection, Christians 
have celebrated the "Christian Sabbath" on the first day of the week, 
rather than on the last day of the week.  This has been called the Lord's 
Day (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Revelation 1:10).  I think this is instructive.  For the 
Old Covenant people, they awaited the Day when Messiah would return; 
this day was often called the Day of Redemption, or the Day of the LORD.   
  
To have the Old Covenant people celebrate the Sabbath Day on the last 
day of the week was appropriate for it turned their focus forward as they 
awaited the time of fulfillment.  The Sabbath Day ultimately for the Old 
Covenant people was to help them to meditate on the future. 
  
When Jesus the Messiah came in the fullness of times, he accomplished 
the fulfillment of the Sabbath for Sabbath breakers on the cross when he 
came to fulfill the Law of God for those who would believe (Matt. 5:17-20).  
He also came to reveal more of the significance of the Sabbath by being 
the one in whom all find refreshing rest, restoration and redemption, and in 
whom we are all reminded of the renewal of all things in the future!   
  
Jesus is the fulfillment of what the Sabbath represents.  So for the New 
Covenant believers, who live after the cross and resurrection of Jesus, it is 
fitting that we celebrate the "Christian Sabbath" on the first day of the 
week when Jesus was resurrected.  Now as a people, we anticipate the 
final day, but we live knowing that the Final Day has already dawned in 
Jesus and in His giving us the first fruits of the Spirit and the New 
Creation.   
  
In having our worship and "Sabbath" on the first day of the week, it 
reminds us that since Christ has come, every day that we live, we can live 
joyously resting in Jesus Christ, through the Spirit who unites us to him!  
And together in Jesus, by His Spirit, we anticipate the full rest, restoration 
and redemption and the renewal of all things to come in the future! 
  

Jesus and Man's Silly Superstitions 
Now that we have considered the Sabbath's significance, perhaps it will be 
helpful now to look at John 5 and look at this particular SIGN-ificant 
Sabbath where the Christ has come to give rest to those awaiting him.  
Notice when Christ sees the lame man (John 5:6), he has been seeking a 



superstitious way of healing in the waters of the pool.  It was common at 
the time that if a lame person could get themselves into the water, then 
the lame person would be healed.  This man, lame for 38 years, had been 
struggling to get himself into the water, but he is seeking a superstitious 
route rather than the truth of God found in Jesus. 
  
Let me say a few words about superstition.  My dictionary defines it this 
way: 1 a : a belief or practice resulting from ignorance, fear of the 
unknown, trust in magic or chance, or a false conception of causation b : 
an irrational abject attitude of mind toward the supernatural, nature, or 
God resulting from superstition.  This poor man who had been lame for 
13,380 sunrises (38 years!) is trusting in superstitious ideas about how to 
be healed, but he is not trusting in the only and living God for help. 
  
The Jews in this passage are not much different.  During this time 
period, the Jewish leaders and teachers had changed the meaning of the 
Sabbath by adding laws in an attempt to prevent the breaking of the fourth 
commandment.  While on the surface this was meant to preserve the 
holiness of the day, this tradition that was noble became sour as the 
tradition began to explain the Sabbath and require more than what God 
had intended.  At this time, for example, the Jews had 39 laws regarding 
what was defined as "work" on the Sabbath Day. 
  
This man who was healed by Jesus of being lame, was carrying his pallet, 
his mat, his bed from one place to the next which was forbidden in the 
Jews' interpretation of the Sabbath Day.  A man could be carried on the 
mat (and this is the way he got to Bethesda), but a man could not carry a 
mat without a person on it and that is exactly what this man is presuming 
to do! 
  
You could say that the Jews were just as superstitious as this man (see 
above definition)!  The lame man had believed superstitiously that the 
waters would heal him, while the Jews believed superstitiously that their 
interpretations of the Sabbath Day and their man-made laws could prevent 
someone from breaking the Sabbath. 
  
When the Jews see the healed man who was lame walk and the ability for 
him to "carry his mat", they can only see his offense, not the actual 
healing, and that the Day of Redemption had dawned in Jesus.  One 
man's superstitious belief was healing from the waters; other men's 
superstitious belief was salvation from the Law -- both needed Jesus! 
  
While the man is superstitiously seeking the so-called healing waters, 
Jesus is seeking the man.  Jesus comes to him and asks him if he wants 
to be healed.  The man misunderstands and still thinks he needs help with 
the waters.  Jesus speaks with words of power and authority: "Take up 



your bed and walk".  Just as he had told the nobleman's son "Your son 
shall live", now his words of power are directed at the lame man and he 
gets up! 
  
When the Jews see this formerly lame man carrying his mat and thus 
breaking their Sabbath laws (John 5:10-15), they insist upon him telling 
them who did it.  He does not know.  He immediately shifts the blame to 
the man who healed him.  When he does find out who healed him and 
finds his name is Jesus, he proceeds to tell the Jews the new information.  
  
You could say this an extremely ungrateful man.  He has been a recipient 
of Jesus' favor and love- -he has been restored, but he has not been 
redeemed.  Jesus tells him not to continue in sin, because if he continues 
in his sin without repentance something greater will happen to him 
(speaking of the Judgment- John 5:28).   
  
If he does not stop sinning and repent, he will be Judged by the Son 
of God rather than healed!  Because the healing for all of the world 
will come only by faith in the Son of God and will finally and fully 

come on the Last Day! 
  
We see in this man, a recipient of Jesus' favor in the healing, a man who 
will be the first to betray Jesus to the authorities.  Later, there will be a 
disciple, who spends much time with Jesus, who will see "great things" in 
his signs and wonders, and will ultimately betray him to the authorities.  
The Jews in contrast to this man, disregard the healing, the sign of the last 
days that lame men will walk and only focus on the fact that he has told 
this man to carry his mat contrary to their false interpretation and addition 
to the meaning of the Sabbath Day.   
  
This is a Sabbath Day of confusion as both the lame man and the Jews 
begin to plot together against God's Anointed, His Messiah, rather than 
rejoicing that his day has come! 
  

"My Father is Working Until Now and I am Working" 
As Jesus sought the lame man to heal him, so he seeks to teach the Jews 
the true meaning of the Sabbath, but they fail to understand!  In response 
to the Jews' comments about Jesus breaking the law, he says: "My Father 
is working until now and I am working."  The implications of his being 
equal with the Father, we will consider in the next study.  What we want to 
focus on today is how God has been working and why Jesus is working. 
  
Remember that the significance of the Sabbath is refreshing rest, 
restoration and redemption for God's people as they are reminded of the 
renewal of all things in the future.  This ultimate Sabbath Day had dawned 
in Jesus yet they were not entering into the rest, restoration and 



redemption that is for those who diligently harkens to the voice of the 
LORD.  Remember Hebrews 4: 
  
Hebrews 4:1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us 
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 

2 
For good news came to 

us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they 
were not united by faith with those who listened. 

3 
For we who have believed enter 

that rest, as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,'" 
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

4 
For he has 

somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the 
seventh day from all his works." 

5 
And again in this passage he said, "They shall 

not enter my rest." 
6 
Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who 

formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 
7 
again 

he appoints a certain day, "Today," saying through David so long afterward, in the 
words already quoted, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." 

8 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later 
on. 

9 
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 

10 
for whoever 

has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 
11 

Let 
us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 

12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13 
And no creature is 

hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 

14 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 

For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

16 
Let us 

then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
  
The lame man and the Jews were unable to see and hear the message of 
Jesus concerning who he was.  As Hebrews 4:2-3 says: "For good news 
came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit 
them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.  For 
we who have believed enter that rest..."  Our salvation in Christ is our true 
refreshing rest from our works, our beginning restoration as we are ever 
renewed and remade by the Holy Spirit each day of our lives, and our 
redemption from the sin and guilt of Adam's transgression against God. 
  
Our refreshing rest, restoration and redemption is found only in Jesus!  
Yet there still awaits an ultimate Sabbath rest for the people of God 
(Hebrews 4:9).  This Sabbath Day when Jesus visited the feast of the 
Jews in Jerusalem, was the beginning of that ultimate Sabbath rest for the 
people of God.  Since this is still a future event, Christians ought 
to continue to keep the Christian Sabbath.  We keep the Christian 
Sabbath, or Lord's Day in Christ, knowing that the types and shadows of 
the Old Covenant have been fulfilled, yet keeping the day holy because 
the ultimate rest, restoration and redemption has begun in Jesus but we 
await the full consummation (Romans 8:15-25; 1 Cor. 15:42-49; Heb. 
4:7ff). 
  



When Jesus the Christ returns for those who believe, they will enter 
eternal rest with the Father, fully restored from the effects of the Fall and 
made like him, and they will be fully redeemed in both body and soul.  
Read the hope that is, and yet to come for those who believe in Romans 
8.  The Apostle Paul describes this Sabbath Rest for the people of God 
that is to come: 
  
Romans 8:15-25 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! 
Father!" 

16 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 
17 

and if children, then heirs- heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

18 
For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. 

19 
For the creation waits with eager longing for 

the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 

21 
that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 

22 
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23 

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

24 
For in this hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25 

But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Our ultimate Sabbath rest is when we shall be redeemed fully in our 
bodies and in the glory and presence of the living God for eternity!  This 
shall be true and ultimate rest from our labors here in this world of sin and 
misery! 
  
So, how is God working until now and Jesus working as well?  God 
is working in the sense of upholding, ruling, preserving, saving, and 
restoring the creation from the sinful effects of the fall!  God is seeking a 
people to enter into their rest from their works and their sins, and this rest 
can only be found in Jesus.  This lame man was healed and got a 
foretaste of the restorative power of God, but he did not combine it with 
faith! Rather, he plotted against the gracious Jesus in order to blame him 
and to give him over to the religious authorities. 
  
The Jews see a foretaste of the restorative power of God, and were 
constantly studying the Word of God that wrought power, yet they did not 
combine it here with faith.  Rather, they plotted as to how to kill this Jesus 
who was delivering people not only from sin and sin's effects, but from the 
burdensome laws of the Jews so that they might experience his favor and 
grace. 
  

"He came to His own, yet His own did not receive Him." 
  
Jesus says with regards to the Law: Do you want to find what the Sabbath 
signifies?  Do you want refreshing rest, restoration and redemption and to 



take part in renewal of all things in the future?  Then come to me.  He 
welcomes those who believe with this message of rest: 
  
Matthew 11:28-29: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 

29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
  
Do you want to know the Sabbath's significance for yourself? Do you want 
to know the SIGN-ificance of this Sabbath Day in John 5?  Then come to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and rest from your labors, both physical and 
spiritual, and find rest for your souls in the gentle and lowly Jesus, the 
Healer of those who believe and put their hope and trust in him! 
  

Calling the Sabbath a Delight! 
"So what," you say! Do you still want to avoid keeping the 
"Christian Sabbath" Day, or Lord's Day holy?!  Well, consider this.  Jesus 
teaches us in Mark 2 that the Sabbath was made for man.  That is, Jesus 
appeals to our needs.  He realizes we are much too busy as a people and 
so he offers us one festival day a week so that we might honor him and 
allow him to work in us refreshing rest, restoration and redemption! 
  
What a joy the Sabbath Day, or Lord's Day can be for those who believe.  
Like everything else, it must be received as a gift from God by faith or it 
will never be understood!  As Jesus tells the Jews in the passage from 
John 5, he is still working and on this special day each week, he especially 
works in His people his grace through the Word, Sacraments and prayer.  
Additionally, since the Christian life was never meant for loners, 
isolationists, or individualists, we are privileged to gather together 
spiritually yet really in the New Jerusalem, the "Heavenly Jerusalem" to 
worship, fellowship, hear and respond to the Word of God and spur each 
other on as we continue to persevere together as a pilgrim people by his 
grace (Hebrews 12:22-28)! 
  
If one would just reflect carefully on the Book of Hebrews as a Christian, 
they would understand the importance of understanding the Sabbath, or 
Lord's Day.  Jesus is shown as High Priest who is still working, ever 
interceding for his people (Heb. 7:25).  Even though Jesus has sat down 
once and for all (Heb. 1:1-5), he still works in us by His Spirit and through 
the word, sacraments and prayer. 
  
He still calls his people together (Heb. 10:24ff) to worship him (Heb. 
12:28), training them to keep their eyes on Jesus, the Author and 
Perfector of their faith (Heb. 12:1-3).  Jesus wants to encourage His 
people because of the sinful and deceitful hearts that would like to do 
away with this special day (Heb. 3:12-14),  and wants us to know that he 
sympathizes with us in our weakness (Heb. 2:14ff).  Jesus who was 
without sin has made a once and for all propitiation with his blood (Heb. 



9:27-29), and desires for us to hear the Word of the LORD, experience the 
means of grace he has provided, so that we will enter into his heavenly 
rest (Heb. 4), and so mature by believing what the Word of God says, 
even about the Sabbath (Heb. 5:11-6:3).  And ultimately to come to know 
better the living God says that without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
because we must believe that he exists and diligently rewards those who 
seek after him (Heb. 11)! 
  
This includes the faith required in keeping the "Christian Sabbath" or 
Lord's Day holy!  Jesus wants to give us even more rest than we are 
experiencing!  He wants us to realize that our way of doing rest, our way 
of seeking God, our way of seeking full healing and restoration is much 
like the lame man who sought the moving waters and the Jews who added 
superstitiously to the Word of God!   
  
We seek our own superstitious, or feeble (lame!) way to find rest from our 
labors in this world!  But Jesus wants us to receive His rest IN HIM and 
WITH HIM on His Day!  May we seek to honor this holy day, even more so 
since Jesus has been resurrected from the dead!  We await in Jesus and 
together with all the saints, the day when we shall receive everlasting, 
refreshing rest, permanent restoration and full redemption! 
  
John Calvin again on the importance for us: 
"We must be wholly at rest that God may work in us; we must yield our will; we must 
resign our heart; we must give up all our fleshly desires.  In short, we must rest from all 
activities of our own contriving so that, having God working in us (Heb. 13:21), we may 
rest in him (Heb. 4:9)..." 
  
Is the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's Day your delight?  By faith, taste and 
see the LORD is good with regards to His Day!  This is a spiritually real 
offer of the best vacation and holiday you will ever experience- -if only you 
believe! 
  
Isaiah 58:13-14: "If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your 
pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the 
LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own 
pleasure, or talking idly; 

14 
then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make 

you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your 
father, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
  
Praise His Name! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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JOHN 5:18-30:  
"THE SON OF GOD AND THE SON OF MAN- PROPHET 

OF LIFE AND JUDGMENT" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
  

Introduction 

In last week's study, Jesus healed a man who had been lame for 38 
years.  The Jews were infuriated because he did this on the Sabbath, 
breaking their superstitious interpretation of the Law.  The Jews proceed 
to persecute Jesus because of this and question him as if he is on trial 
before them (5:16-18).  Ultimately, the Jews call Jesus' actions into 
judgment because they don't truly understand Who He is as the Great 
Prophet who has the authority and the power to carry out God's purposes, 
word and will! 
  
What begins as an informal trial and courtroom scene for Jesus' gracious 
action on the Sabbath Day becomes for the Jews who are questioning him 
a prophetic foretaste of judgment on the Last Day.  Jesus, the Prophet of 
Life and Judgment, comes as Son of God and Son of Man to make His 
Father known.  They are not ready for this prophetic explanation of Who 
He is and the life and judgment, the blessing and curse which comes to 
the whole world because of His Word. 
  
Jesus tells the Jews and all the crowds who are gathered around to hear 
him, that the reason he can do what he did in healing the lame man  -- not 
breaking, but working on the Sabbath (as His Father does, 5:17)- -  is 
because He is God and only God has the powerful prophetic words to 
declare someone able to walk, and only God has the right to work on the 
Sabbath as God upholding, ruling, preserving, providing, healing, and 
working in His people! 
  
What Jesus prophetically exclaims for all to hear on this Sabbath Day is 
more than many ears can take apart from faith!  He not only breaks the 
Sabbath according to the laws of the Jews, He has the audacity to 
call God His Father, making Himself equal with God (5:18).  Jesus is 
revealing himself in this passage as the Eschatological Prophet of Life and 
Judgment who was to come, who would be like Moses, but greater than 
Moses and all of the Prophets (Deut. 18:15-18; Daniel 7:9-14). 
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In order to appreciate more the role of Jesus as Prophet of Life and 
Judgment, we should ask the question what did prophets ultimately do?  
That is, what was the function or role of the prophets who came before 
Jesus? 
  

Prophets prophetically prophesied to God's people, promoting the 
truth of God, promising blessing for obedience, curses for 

disobedience, and provoking the world to repent of sin! 
  

John 5:18-30 
ESV 

John 5:18-30: This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 
because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his 
own Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 
So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, 

I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the 
Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 

20 
For the 

Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works 
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 

21 
For as the Father raises the 

dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
22 

The Father 
judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 

23 
that all may honor the Son, 

just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him.  
  
24 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
25 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

26 
For as the Father 

has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
27 

And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 

28 
Do 

not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice 

29 
and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 

those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
30 

"I can do nothing on 
my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own 
will but the will of him who sent me. 
  

Prophet, Priest, and King 

In our passage today, we have Jesus' first public discourse before the 
Jewish religious authorities and the world that is listening in.  In this first 
discourse, we want to reflect on Jesus as the Great and Final Prophet of 
the Last Days.  In the history of Christianity, there have been three offices 
recognized as those Jesus the Christ filled in a way above and beyond 
what was expected and anticipated in the Old Covenant.  The three offices 
were Prophet, Priest and King.   
  
We see all three of these offices revealed in the Gospel of John.  In John 
17 and throughout Jesus' suffering on the cross for the sins of the world, 
we will see him as the Great and Eschatological Priest of God.  In John 
18, and other places in John's Gospel where Jesus is pictured ruling, we 
get a glimpse of Him as the Great and Eschatological King of God.  Here 
in John 5 and particularly through John 8, we see Jesus revealed as the 
Great and Eschatological Prophet of God through His public proclamation 



and preaching concerning blessing and curses, life and death, eternal life 
and eternal judgment. 
  
As Prophet of God, the Apostle of John has already given us glimpses of 
this in His Gospel.  In the beginning of John's Gospel, the religious leaders 
ask John the Baptist who he is.  They frame their questions with regard to 
the person who they knew and expected everyone else would be aware of 
in using the term "The Prophet". 

John 1:21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I 
am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 

John 1:25 They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

From these verses from the opening of John's Gospel, it sets the stage for 
us that one called "The Prophet" was being anticipated at the time at least 
by the religious leaders, or they would not have asked John the Baptist, 
nor thought that there was a chance he was "The Prophet".  In John 4, 
Jesus is called "a prophet" by the sinful Samaritan woman because he 
knows only what a prophet would know.  He is then referred to as "a 
prophet" when he goes to Galilee. 

John 4:19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 

John 4:44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in 
his own hometown.) 

In John 5, we have the first public discourse of Jesus and the first real 
example of his prophetic office.  These words are the beginning of the 
revelation in John's Gospel that will cause others as Jesus' ministry to 
progress to come to the same conclusion about Who He is as the Great 
Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Later in John's Gospel, men see the signs 
Jesus does, or they hear his words, and they come to believe that he is 
indeed "The Prophet". 

John 6:14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, 
"This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!" 

John 7:40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This 
really is the Prophet." 

OId Covenant Prophets and "The Prophet" 
Before we take a look at the public proclamation and preaching of Jesus 
the Great Prophet of life and judgment in John 5, let us think about the 
role of the prophet in the Old Covenant.  Remember, as we seek to 



understand the New Covenant better, we want to remind ourselves that 
the revelation of God in Christ is the continuation of God's word and will 
found in the Old Covenant.   
  
We should make distinctions between the Old and New Covenant, but we 
never want a separation, mixture, or confusion of the two covenants.  
Rather, we want to be able to understand the drama and revelation of 
Jesus Christ with the backdrop or background of Old Covenant scenery!  It 
is always important to remind ourselves that when Jesus came in the 
fullness of the times, he came to a people thoroughly instructed and 
nurtured in the Old Covenant story (regardless of how much it might have 
been misunderstood). 
  
In the Old Covenant, the prophetic role was complex, but the prophets 
were essentially God's servants called and sent to make his truth known to 
God's people (Amos 3:7; Micah 3).  They were oftentimes mistreated and 
persecuted as emissaries of God's truth, yet they were called to bring both 
blessings and curses from God to the people based on their obedience or 
disobedience.   
  
A prophet was called, authorized, given power, and sent by God to the 
people in order to remind the world of his truth.  In other words, a prophet 
had God's authority to speak and he could only say or do what the Father 
had sent him to say or to do, otherwise he was a false prophet (cf. Deut. 
13). 
  

Prophets prophetically prophesied to God's people, promoting the 
truth of God, promising blessing for obedience, curses for 

disobedience, and provoking the world to repent of sin! 
  
There was one particular prophet that Moses spoke of in Deuteronomy 
18.  "The Prophet", spoken of by Moses was one who was expected by 
the Israelites to come, but who had not yet come to the Jews when Jesus 
came into the world.  The Jews taught that this Prophet would be greater 
than Moses and speak God's final word to His people!   
  
Jesus is revealing himself as "The Prophet" that the people of God were 
anticipating, yet they neither hear him, nor believe him!  The Prophet that 
God would send "like Moses" was to have God's words in his mouth and 
only speak what God commanded him to speak, and this is what Jesus is 
telling the Jews in John 5, notice the similarities: 
  
ESV Deuteronomy 18:15-19: "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers- it is to him you shall listen- 

16 
just as 

you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you 
said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire 
any more, lest I die.' 

17 
And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have 



spoken. 
18 

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. 
And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 

19
 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my 

name, I myself will require it of him.  
  
Notice from the Prophet God will raise up, he will be "from among you, 
from your brothers", but the implication is that He will be greater!  God will 
judge those who will not listen to his words that he speak's in the Name of 
the LORD. 
  
Now read John 5:19-23 in light of the above description of "The Prophet" 
from Deuteronomy 18: 

John 5:19-23: Jesus says: "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father 
loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater 
works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. " For as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 
whom he will.  the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.  

Jesus ends this proclamation before the people by telling them the 
importance of Moses as the one who testified concerning him.  Yet Jesus 
tells the Jews that Moses will be their accuser because he testified and 
wrote of Him in the Scripture (more on this in next week's study): 
  
John 5:45-47: "Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is 
one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do 
not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 
  

Jesus the Eschatological Prophet of the New Covenant 
Here in this passage from John, we have Jesus the Prophet of Life and 
Judgment, explaining Who He is as the Great Prophet sent from God.  
What he says, the Jews are not ready to hear and believe!  In Jesus' first 
proclamation or public preaching in the Book of John, he reveals much 
about Who He is and how he is similar to the Old Covenant prophets, 
but here he begins to reveal that he is much different as well!  This 
revelation for the Jews will be what ultimately brings about the Great 
Prophet's death- -where he will be persecuted and killed like the other 
prophets before him (Luke 11:47-50). 
  
As prophet of God, Jesus Christ was called and sent.  Yet Jesus had an 
authority and power that was much greater than the prophets of the Old 
Covenant.  Jesus was equal with God, yet distinct from the Father (John 



1:1-3).  Jesus tells the Jews that the reason he has the right to do and say 
the things he wants to do and say on the Sabbath is because he has the 
authority of the Father and he only does what he sees his father doing and 
saying (John 5:19-20). 
  
As Jesus remembered growing up in Joseph's carpenter shop, learning to 
do what his father on earth did with regards to carpentry, so Jesus the 
Christ has for eternity only done what He sees His Father doing.  God's 
purposes, will, and word are the same in both the Father and the Son.  
Notice the truths Jesus reveals below: 
  

Jesus is equal with the Father (5:18); Jesus wills what the Father 
wills (5:19); Jesus sees what the Father shows to him (5:19-20); 

Jesus does what the Father does (5:19); Jesus gives life like only the 
Father can give (5:21); Jesus is honored like only the Father can be 
honored (5:23); Jesus has life like only the Father can have (5:26); 
the Son of God and the Son of Man have been given authority and 

power to bring life or to bring judgment (5:27-30). 
  

"Thus Says the LORD" and "I Say because I AM the LORD!" 
As the perfect eschatological prophet of God, Jesus' purpose, will and 
word is the same as the Father.  Just as the prophets proclaimed "Thus 
says the LORD", so Jesus proclaims the final word of God as either an 
acceptance of life or judgment, blessing or curse, acceptance or 
condemnation.  What is interesting about Jesus as THE Prophet of Life 
and Judgment is that he speaks God's pronouncements of life and 
condemnation in the 1st person rather than from a 3rd person perspective. 
  
This has to do with Jesus' authority as Son of God and Son of Man.  Jesus 
is equal with God's purposes in will and word.  Instead of being a mere 
representative of man, chosen from among God's people (He is that, 
because He is an Israelite), Jesus is much greater because he has been 
chosen by God before the foundation of the earth to be sent, to take upon 
himself human flesh in order to make God's will and word known.   
  
Rather than being sent by God and saying "Thus says the LORD" (3rd 
person) as the Old Covenant prophets, Jesus has the authority and the 
power because of Who He is to say as the Prophet of Life and Judgment: 
"Truly, Truly, I say to you" (1st person).  Notice the uses of "Truly, truly" or 
what has been called the "Amen statements" of Jesus in John 5, 
verses19, 24, and 25! 
  

Son of God and Son of Man 
Jesus in this passage calls himself the Son of God which is unusual when 
Jesus speaks of himself.  He also calls himself the Son of Man in John 



5:27 (and twelve other times in the Book of John).  The title "Son of Man" 
is is a reference to Daniel 7: 
  
Daniel 7:9-14: As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days took his 
seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his 
throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 

10 
A stream of fire issued and 

came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books 
were opened. 

11 
I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the 

horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed 
and given over to be burned with fire. 

12 
As for the rest of the beasts, their 

dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 
13 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one 
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 
him. 

14 
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. 
  
As the Prophetic Representative of God, Jesus was called the "Son of 
God", but as an Ambassador to Men, or a Mediator, He was called the 
"Son of Man".  Although he is equal with God, he is also truly man and 
able to represent man to God the Father.   
  

Jesus is the Son of God, THE Great and Final Prophet to come and 
speak God's final word (Hebrews 1:1-2); Jesus is the Son of Man, 

THE Great and Final Prophet who has come to rule and call people to 
either life and service or to judgment and condemnation (Daniel 7:9-

14; Hebrews 2:6-18). 
  
One way to make a distinction between the two titles of Jesus Christ, is to 
understand that the role of the Son of God is an eternal role, one that He 
is and has been for eternity, because He is God and He is the Second 
Person of the Trinity.  The Son of Man is a time-bound role if you will.  
There was a particular time in history when God became something he 
had not been for eternity!  The Westminster Larger Catechism captures 
this important, yet mysterious truth well: 
  

WLC 36 Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?  
A. The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, of one substance and 

equal with the Father, in the fulness of time became man, and so was 
and continues to be God and man, in two entire distinct natures, and 

one person, for ever.  
  
As Son of Man, Jesus Christ is the Prophet of God who takes upon 
himself human flesh and comes to declare forth God's coming in himself 
and the renewal of all things!  As we see in the passage from Daniel 7, the 



one like the son of man was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that 
would never end! 
 

The Prophet of Life 
Jesus' message here in John 5:18-30 also includes much concerning the 
life that he gives to those who hear him and believe.  What is the Life-
Giving power of Jesus and how can we better understand this against the 
background of the Old Covenant?  In Ezekiel 37, the prophet is taken to 
dead bones during the Exile and asked by God: "Will these bones live?"  
Ezekiel does not know how this will happen, but God shows to him it will 
be by his Spirit (breath, wind) and Word. Ezekiel was told to prophesy to 
these bones and by God's life-giving power, they would live. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2
 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3
 And he said to me, "Son of 

man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 
4
 Then he 

said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. 

5
 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

7
 So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

8
 And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But 
there was no breath in them. 

9
 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 

10
 So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11
 Then he said to me, "Son of 

man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.' 

12
 Therefore prophesy, and say 

to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 

13
 And 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. 

14
 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD." 

Resurrection Day is Here! 
In contrast to Ezekiel, THE Son of Man, as the Great and Powerful 
Eschatological Prophet, has life in Himself (John 5:24-28).  By virtue of 
Who He is as God, He is Life and that Life is the light of men (John 1:4-5).  
He can grant life to those who will believe His Word (John 5:24). 
  
This is closely related to what Jesus says in John 5:24- "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 
life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."  
The passing from death to life can only come about by the power of God 
working within the individual.  There is no works-righteousness, or natural 



way that man can pass from death to life.  It is important to remember that 
dead men cannot (that is, they have no ability) to live on their own.  Men 
cannot just will a resurrection because they are dead! 
  
It is extremely interesting to note how when we "pass from death to life", 
we experience eternity in time NOW ("eternity in time"- James Boice).  In 
John 5:25, Jesus says:  
  
"Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 

will live."   
  
This is the reality NOW for those who believe- -in fact, you could say this 
is the "first resurrection" that the Apostle John refers to elsewhere in 
Revelation 20.   
  
Jesus is saying that the resurrection of the last days is now here - -
because you hear!  Although all men will await the final resurrection day 
(1 Cor. 15:45ff; 1 Thess. 4:16-18), in one way the resurrection day has 
already come when we believe in Jesus! 
  
The resurrection day has come, so why are so many people living like the 
dead?  If the resurrection day has come in Jesus, then this also means 
that the day of judgment as come as well (more on that below).  Do you 
want to experience the resurrection from the dead today? Believe on the 
Lord Jesus and you will pass from death to life NOW! 
  

Do Dead Men Cooperate with God's Grace? 
Man because of his sin lives in a perpetual "deathful state", or what the 
Apostle Paul calls "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:2ff).  Only by the 
Life-Giving power of God's Spirit working within an individual (already 
considered in our study on John 3), can a person hear Jesus' powerful 
word, believe and have life.  So what does Jesus mean in John 5:24: 
  
"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 

has passed from death to life." 
  
Some teachers have interpreted this passage to mean that Jesus is 
speaking of a kind of "cooperative work" of God and his people, and in this 
cooperative work together salvation, or life is achieved.  Some have 
thought that Jesus is saying something like this in John 5:24: "Hear my 
word, then believe, then the result is you get life."  Some have also 
thought that this was the teaching of the Old Covenant with Moses, but 
let's take a closer look.   
  



It is important to remember that God's Life-Giving Spirit has always been 
active in and among God's people (Psa. 51).  The work of the Spirit is 
greater, as well as different in the New Covenant, this is very true (as we 
will see in John 7:37-39).  Salvation is the same in both the Old Covenant 
and the New Covenant.  It is by God's Sovereign grace and mercy shown 
in the Work of Christ that was to be in the future and shown in pictures in 
the sacrifices and festivals of the Old Covenant.  It is by God's Sovereign 
grace and mercy shown in the Work of Christ that was in the past and 
shown in the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ in the 
New Covenant and up until the present day!   
  
Let's take a look at Deuteronomy 30 with hopes to better understand this 
passage in John 5.  Notice in the passage the very close relationship 
between life, blessing, and obedience, and death, curse, and 
disobedience. 
  
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:11-20: "For this commandment that I command you today is 
not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 

12 
It is not in heaven, that you should say, 

'Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 
13 

Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 

14 
But the word is very near you. It 

is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 
15 

"See, I have set before 
you today life and good, death and evil. 

16 
If you obey the commandments of the 

LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by 
walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it. 

17 
But if your heart turns away, 

and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 
18 

I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19 
I call heaven and 

earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 

20 

loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is 
your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."  
  
In Deuteronomy 30, Israel in the Old Covenant was poised on the edge of 
the Promised Land.  Moses was speaking to them his final words as God's 
mediator and prophet to the people.  In Deuteronomy 30, Moses reminds 
the people of the importance of hearing God's word and will and obeying, 
but the implication is always that they would look away from themselves to 
God for help and the ability to do what is commanded! 
  
We should never understand this passage as teaching a salvation by 
works.  Moses is not teaching the people that IF they obey God, then they 
will be given life and thus they will be saved by their works.  Rather, he is 
telling them that the people of God, those who truly love God within the 
covenant community, will be those who out of love for God because they 
have been redeemed already by God, will willingly obey God from their 



hearts and serve him out of gratitude for what he has done because God 
has given them the ability to do so! 
  
Moses tells the people to keep God's word and will because this is 
evidence of a relationship with the living God, one like Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob had, and one like all those who believe may have.  The 
Israelites' experience in the Promised Land was a type, a picture of the 
eternal life in God's presence that would be experienced by all who 
believe and have been redeemed, and are anticipating eternal life in the 
future when God renews all things (Isaiah 65-66).   
  
This picture of eternity revealed in the Promised Land dawns with the 
coming of Jesus Christ- -the Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Moses nor 
Jesus are teaching a "cooperative work" of salvation!  Moses nor Jesus 
are teaching that if you do certain things, you will be saved.  Rather, they 
are saying that if you are saved, you will do certain things!  We want to 
understand these passages in light of the teaching of God's Sovereign 
grace and man's sinful depravity elsewhere in Scripture (Gen. 2-3; Ecc. 
7:29; John 6:37-44; Eph. 1-2).   
  
What Jesus is saying in John 5:24 is that he has the power to grant life 
through his words!  He is saying: "I have the power to grant life to all those 
God has given to me.  Jesus is saying that all of those who truly hear are 
those who have had the Spirit working already in them and making them 
alive, and so they believe my words because they are able to hear them."  
In other words, Jesus is saying in John 5:24: 
  

If you hear my words and believe, you are showing yourselves as 
those possessing life already! 

  
Remember in our study on John 3, Jesus told Nicodemus that Unless a 
man is born again by God's Sovereign Spirit, he cannot see or enter the 
Kingdom of God.  Again, the important point is that a man cannot hear or 
believe, unless God's Sovereign Spirit takes the words of Jesus as the 
Great Prophet of Life and Judgment and enable them to hear and believe 
these words!   
  
Essentially, the truth is that dead men cannot cooperate with grace- - 

only those who are living can receive grace through hearing and 
believing the words of the Great Prophet! 

  
Every human being draws his/her life from God.  In fact, the Apostle Paul 
says "In Him we live, move, and have our being."  We owe our entire 
existence to our Creator.  Jesus, however, has life in and of Himself!  He 
is Life (John 1:4-5). 
  



This Jesus can grant life to those he chooses.  However, for those who do 
not believe His words, there is condemnation.  Not only is there 
condemnation for the Jews if they fail to hear and believe his words, but 
for the whole world. 
  
The Sovereign prerogative of God as Judge of All the Earth, has been 
granted to the Son (John 5:27-30).  Therefore, if any man wants to avoid 
the sentence of condemnation for failing to keep God's will and word, he 
must look to the Son to be saved, to receive life and to avoid the awful 
condemnation and sentence of judgment to come!  He must look for God's 
grace and the ability to be able to do these things.  As the great Augustine 
said in his 'Confesssions' to God: 
  

"Command what thou will, and give what you command." 
  

Dead Living, or Living Dead? 
For those who have heard the prophetic words of Jesus and have turned 
away from them, failing to repent and come to him, they will experience 
awful terror and wrath on the Day of His Return.  Jesus is the only hope of 
the world.  If you know of someone you have offended, and you know that 
you have offended that person, usually we are too proud or too terrified to 
approach that person, so we seek a mediator, someone who can serve as 
a "go-between" if you will.  Our Great "Go-Between", our ONLY "Go-
Between" or Mediator who is able "to put in a good word for us" is Jesus, 
the Prophet called and sent by God to give life or to pronounce 
condemnation and judgment. 
  
Seek Jesus while he may be found!  Those who hear and believe, NOW 
have eternal life!  Now this can be confusing since Jesus says: "Those 
who hear my words and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
Notice the finality, and present tense reality of these verbs:  

Has, does not, has....!!  
  
Has what? Eternal life!  Does not what? Come into judgment!  Has what? 
Passed from death to life! The good news is that when we hear and 
believe, we are already life-people rather than death-people awaiting 
condemnation. 
  
In other words, as life-people who have heard the Great Prophet's words, 
and willingly obey the Great Prophet's will, we already possess eternal life 
now.  We don't see it completely, but when given the Spirit of Life, having 
been regenerated by His Sovereign Power, we have truly passed from 
death to life.   
  



We are the "Dead-Living" NOW because of Jesus' words and will, 
rather than the "Living-Dead" awaiting condemnation. 

  

The Prophet of Condemnation 
In John 3:16-18 and John 3:36, Jesus told Nicodemus that God had sent 
him because of his love for all in the world, that whosoever believes would 
never perish but have eternal life.  He goes on to tell him that those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed 
in the only begotten Son of God.  This is further revelation on this from 
Jesus in John 5:18-30.  Today, if one hear's Jesus' voice and believe he 
presently possesses eternal life.  Today, if one does not hear Jesus' voice 
and does not believe he presently possesses eternal condemnation. 
  

Are you the Dead-Living possessing life and preparing for eternal 
bliss in the presence of the Great Prophet of Life, or the Living-Dead 
possessing death and preparing for judgment in the absence of the 

Great Prophet of Condemnation? 
  
The reason all men will ultimately be condemned is that they failed to 
believe in the One and Only Son of God!   
  
John 20:31 says that the ultimate purpose for his gospel is:  
  

"These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name." 
  
Do you have life in Jesus' name?  If you don't possess life, you are 
presently condemned, awaiting judgment by the Great Prophet of 
Judgment, the Son of God and Son of Man.  On that Day of Judgment, 
you will have no excuse, no mediator, no "go-between", no hope, no life, 
and no words to speak to this Great Prophet of Life and Condemnation.  
You will behold His glory and person in awesome terror and anguish of 
soul, as you are reminded of the many times you refused to hear and 
refused to believe His Words.   
  
You will behold his glory and person in awesome terror and anguish of 
soul, as you are reminded of the many times you chose your own way and 
your own path seeking the salvation that deep down within your own heart 
of hearts (Romans 1-2), you knew could come only through Jesus Christ!  
Rather than hearing the life-giving words of Jesus toward his own: "Well 
done my good and faithful servant, enter in to your eternal heavenly bliss 
with me," you shall hear: "Depart from me, you worker of iniquity, I never 
knew you!" (Matthew 25).  
  



As a closing reminder, let us focus our attention on the scene of the 
Judgment Day that the Apostle Matthew describes to us: 
 

Matthew 25:31-46: "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 

32
 Before him will be gathered all 

the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 

33
 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats 

on the left. 
34

 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 

35
 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

 I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 

37
 Then the 

righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 

38
 And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39

 And when did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?' 

40
 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you 

did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' 
41

 "Then he will say 
to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 

42
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, 
43

 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 

44
 Then 

they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 

45
 Then he will 

answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.' 

46
 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life." 

Do you possess life now in Jesus?  Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call on him while he is near in his word! 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
End of 'Word of Encouragement' Volume VI 
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Introduction 

In the last study of John 5, we learned of Jesus the Great Eschatological 
Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Jesus told the Jews who questioned his 
healing on the Sabbath that he was the same in purpose, will and Word 
with God because he only did and saw what he heard and saw the Father 
doing (John 5:17-30). 
  
He teaches the people as the Great and Final Prophetic Messenger of 
God, as Son of God and Son of Man with authority, that he has the right to 
say "Truly, truly, I say to you" rather than "Thus says the LORD".  Jesus is 
able because he is the LORD to speak of God's purposes, word and will 
from a 1st person perspective. 
  
But God has also clearly testified to the truth of his Son. God has proven 
to all the world that Jesus Christ is his One and Only Beloved Son (John 
3:16). He has sent testimonies and earthly witnesses to reveal this truth to 
all who have ears to hear and eyes to see!   
  
God the Father has not only sent John the Baptist to prepare the way, 
provided Jesus with signs and works that point to his power as God, but 
he has ultimately given the Scriptures of the Old Covenant so that all 
would recognize and know Jesus when he came in the fullness of the 
times.   
  
In the Scriptures of the Old and New Covenants we have the consummate 
and fulfilled "Thus says the LORD" in Christ, and the written testimony and 
witness to what Jesus says truly to us-- even today!  We have the "yes 
and amen", the "truly, truly", and the final Word of God to the world 
(Hebrews 1:1-2). 
  
How are we to know the Christ of Scripture?  If the Jews were given God's 
Story book, God's history and truth dramatically revealed over time, then 
why did they not recognize the ONE about whom the story was written - -
the main character?  Why can many today not look into the pages of the 
Holy Scripture and see Jesus the Christ, the Son of God and the Son of 
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Man?  Why do so many today reject God's clear testimony and witness 
found in His "story-witness" to the world?   
  
Many congregations that have "Church" in the title of their name have a 
Bible on the pulpit and read and preach (sometimes?) from it.  However, 
many "churches" are full of unbelievers who cannot and will not submit to 
the power of Christ's Word.  How can this be that those called "churches", 
who have the Word of God, fail to hear the Father's voice and see the 
LORD Jesus and come to him so that they might be saved? 
  
Here in our passage from John 5, the main character of the Old 
Covenant drama is coming on the stage and the majority of the audience 
is rejecting him.  The hero of the story of God's grace is stepping out of the 
pages of the book and the majority of the readers are rejecting him. 
  
Let's consider this in our study today of the Christ of Scripture in John 
5:31-47: 
  

John 5:31-47 

John 5:31-47: If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not deemed 
true. 

32
 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the 

testimony that he bears about me is true. 
33

 You sent to John, and he has borne 
witness to the truth. 

34
 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say 

these things so that you may be saved. 
35

 He was a burning and shining lamp, and 
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 

36
 But the testimony that I have is 

greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father 
has sent me. 

37
 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. 

His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 
38

 and you do not 
have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 

39
 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me, 

40
 yet you refuse to come to me that you 

may have life. 
41

 I do not receive glory from people. 
42

 But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you. 

43
 I have come in my Father's name, and you do 

not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 
44

 How can 
you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory 
that comes from the only God? 

45
 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. 

There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 
46

 If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 

47
 But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 
 

Testimonies and Witnesses to Christ 

In the above passage, it seems that verse 32 is the primary focus of 
Jesus' statements concerning the testimony of the Father: "There is 
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that 
he bears about me is true."  Then Jesus goes on to explain that the Father 
has provided John the Baptist's testimony, the signs and works Jesus is 
doing among them as testimony, and has testified and witnessed of Jesus 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Covenants. 



  
Why was the other testimony of Jesus important to substantiate his 
claims? In the writings of Moses, the people of God understood that 
charges of guilt must not bring a conviction unless there was at least two 
or three witnesses (Deut 17/19 (5:31).  The testimony of two or three 
witnesses was for the truth of a matter to be publicly discerned as in a 
court of law today.  Testimony and witnesses were given so that people 
could discern what was true and what was false. 
  
The Father who has sent Jesus has provided several witnesses to the 
Person of Jesus, His Son.  In our passage, we have ultimately three 
witnesses the Father has provided to testify and witness to the truth of his 
Son: 1) John the Baptist; 2) The Signs or Works of Jesus; and 3) The 
Scriptures (including particularly the writings of Moses, but we should 
understand that Moses is representative of all the Old Covenant 
Scriptures, vv. 45-47; John 1:17). 
  
The emphasis of Jesus in this passage seems to be that the Father is the 
other witness in addition to his own testimony and witness (v. 32) and that 
the Father's witness and testimony is revealed in John the Baptist, the 
signs and works that Jesus does (like healing the lame man), and 
ultimately in the Scriptures.   
  
It seems to me that the climax of this passage is on the ultimate revelation 
of God in the Scriptures (5:37-47).  Each revelatory act of God was to let 
the world know that the Christ of Scripture had come!  Whether the 
revelatory act was the sending of John the Baptist to witness to 
Jesus ("There was a man sent from God whose name was John"- John 
1:6), or the works that the Father does to witness to Jesus ("The Son can 
do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise"- John 5:19), this 
was to reveal Christ! 
  
Each revelatory act of God was to let the world know that the Christ 

of Scripture had come! 
  
The irony in the passage is that the majority of the Jews ("He came to his 
own but his own received him not") did not recognize John the Baptist, see 
the signs and works of Jesus that only God can do, and failed to hear 
Jesus' Word of love because the Father's word and love did not abide in 
them! 
  

John the Baptist's Witness 
First, the Father sent John the Baptist (5:32-36a) to prepare the way for 
Jesus.  The Apostle John writes in John 1:6-8: 
  



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7
 He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8
 He was not the 

light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
  
John the Baptist was a burning and shining lamp among the people (5:35), 
and he was used by God to point out specifically "the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world".  Yet although the people believed the 
Baptist was sent from God, the majority of the people did not listen to his 
preaching and paid no attention to the One to Whom he pointed in his 
ministry. 
  
Jesus wants the Jews to come to know who he is as the Lamb of God, in 
the same way that his disciples, who were formerly disciples of John the 
Baptist, had come to know this truth.  He says to them: "Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you 
may be saved."  Jesus invites the Jews to come to the full revelation of 
God's Word that John the Baptist has clearly and prophetically declared as 
last of the Old Covenant prophets. 
  

The Testimony of Signs and Wonders 
Additionally, God the Father provided Jesus' signs and works for the world 
to know that he was from the Father and did only what God the Father 
could do.  The Works Jesus is performing (such as healing the man on the 
Sabbath- 5:36b).  Only God could do what Jesus is doing and to fail to see 
this and believe is a failure not of intelligence, but a deadness, a "Living-
Dead" state that cannot discern the truth of God (2 Corinthians 2:6-16).   
  

2 Corinthians 2:12-14: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by 

God. 
13 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

14 
The natural person 

does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  

  
Even with the great works, or signs, they were unable to see and believe 
in Jesus and there would come an even greater sign or work that would 
cause some to marvel, but some still would not believe!  Listen to the story 
Jesus tells concerning the difference between seeing signs and wonders 
and believing something to be true that is already revealed in Scripture.  
The signs substantiate the truth of Scripture, but if one is dead in unbelief, 
he can neither see nor hear the Word of God!   
  
Luke 16:19-31: "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 

20
 And at his gate was laid a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21

 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22
 The poor man 

died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and 
was buried, 

23
 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24

 And he called out, 'Father Abraham, 



have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.'  
  
25

 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish. 

26
 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 

been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us.' 

27
 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to 

send him to my father's house- 
28

 for I have five brothers- so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 

29
 But Abraham said, 'They 

have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 
30

 And he said, 'No, father 
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 

31
 He said 

to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced 
if someone should rise from the dead.'" 
  
Jesus reminds the people that even if someone should do a marvelous 
work like rising from the dead (something only God could do and testify to 
the truth and reality of the person who was raised), if they did not hear the 
words of Scripture, they will not be convinced of the other.  Why?  
Because they lacked faith in the living God who reveals himself clearly in 
the special revelation of Scripture! 
  
The priority and focus of Jesus is on the revelation of God in the 
Scriptures.  In the above passage from Luke, we should be reminded in 
the sufficiency of Scripture to reveal God.  Yet God in his grace and 
condescension sent John the Baptist so that those who heard him might 
believe (even though Jesus did not need a human witness, 5:34).  He 
even showed forth Christ's divinity and majestic glory in his works, 
including the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Yet, the Scriptures of 
the Old Covenant were sufficient. 
  

Scripture is God's Voice Speaking 

The reason why Jesus emphasizes the sufficiency of Scripture to the Jews 
as a witness and testimony in this passage is because scripture is God's 
Voice (5:37-38; cf.2 Tim. 3:16).   As Jesus moves into the final and 
ultimate witness of the Father to himself, he tells them that they have 
never heard the Father's voice, nor seen his form.  Jesus is teaching them 
that although the Scriptures reveals the Father's voice and shows forth the 
Father's form, they have not heard nor seen because of their unbelief. 
  
If they had heard the Father's voice and seen his form in the Scriptures, 
they would have heard the words of Jesus which were identical to the 
Father's Scriptural revelation, and his form which was revealed in the 
Person of Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures are authoritative because God is 
speaking through them to those who have ears to hear and receive the 
truth by faith. 
  



The Scriptures are a voice of authority like the voice of my own earthly 
father when he would call my name.  When I was young, one of my friends 
or peers could call my name and I could choose to respond or not to 
respond.  When my father would speak, however, with all of his love for 
me as well as his authority, I would listen. 
  
In my father's voice I could recognize his love and his authority.  In 
contrast, if the Jews had truly heard God the Father in Scripture, they 
would have recognized his voice in the Person of Christ- - but they did not 
(cf. John 10:3-6).  This is why Jesus not only tells them they haven't heard 
or seen him, but that the love of the Father is ultimately not in them 
(5:42).  
  
The Scriptures even today are the voice of truth and right information from 
God in order to govern our lives and live as he has called us to live.  How 
often to you hear the Father speak to you? How often do you obey his 
voice?  Why do men today run after false notions of "hearing God", but 
cannot just listen by faith to the words of God in Scripture? 
  
The Jews knew the Scripture as words, as information, as their book, but 
they did not hear the Father's voice (5:37).  Jesus was right before them, 
speaking to them, showing them, and seeking to help them interpret the 
Old Covenant and their own lives rightly, but they were refusing (5:40).  
They were seeking eternal life, but the Old Covenant Scriptures spoke of 
life found in understanding the words of truth.  Jesus was giving them the 
key to that knowledge in his words, or his "knowledge from above" that he 
was revealing to them (cf. John 3:11ff). 
  

Scripture is the Revelation of God's Form 

Neither did the Jews see the Father's form in the Lord Jesus Christ (5:37).  
Colossians 1:15-22 teaches concerning Jesus: 

"He is the image/form of the Invisible God..." 
  
Only in Scripture can we hear the Father's voice, and only through 
Scripture (if we are not of those who saw Christ in the flesh) can we see 
the correct and accurate form of God (5:37).  This is why it is important to 
remember that God gave us his Word so that we might see with eyes of 
faith the living Christ.  This Scripture in John 5:37-39 echoes the words of 
Moses in Deuteronomy 4.   
  
Here Moses is recalling the Law of God given to His people on Sinai.  He 
tells them that they only received HIS WORD and did not see His Form.  
In other words, it would seem that HIS WORD reveals God's form, 
because in the Word, God reveals His attributes.  God's WORD is 
sufficient to reveal God to man in the way God is pleased to reveal 



himself.  God's WORD reveals the only form of the living God we should 
ever imagine in our minds. 
  
Deuteronomy 4:7-18: "For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 
the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 

8 
And what great nation is 

there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you 
today? 

9 
"Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things 

that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your 
life. Make them known to your children and your children's children- 

10 
how on the 

day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, 
'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their 
children so.' 

11 
And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while the 

mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and 
gloom.  
  
12 

Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of 
words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. 

13 
And he declared to you his 

covenant, which he commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, 
and he wrote them on two tablets of stone. 

14 
And the LORD commanded me at that 

time to teach you statutes and rules, that you might do them in the land that you 
are going over to possess. 

15 
"Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you 

saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of 
the fire, 

16 
beware lest you act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, 

in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 
17 

the likeness of any 
animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 

18 
the 

likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in 
the water under the earth.  
  
This text of Scripture is extremely relevant right now.  Mel Gibson, the 
actor and director, has shown a great deal of zeal and faith in attempting 
to reveal the Christ of Scripture in his upcoming film 'The Passion'.  I am 
sure in God's goodness, he will use the film for good.  Yet, while I 
appreciate Mr. Gibson's artistic attempt and believe his motives are good, 
we should never forget the teaching of the second commandment, as well 
as this passage in our study.  We must continue to search the Scriptures 
to find the Jesus of Scripture (John 5:39)! 
  

The Priority of the Word of God or Dolby Digital EX? 

From the above Scriptures in Deuteronomy 4, we are reminded of three 
important truths as the revelation of God's form in Scripture: 1) Importance 
of teaching/catechizing our family (Deut. 4:9); 2) Importance of the Word 
of God having priority and primacy of place in our lives for 
understanding and knowing God (Deut. 4:10, 13-15); 3) Importance of 
reminding ourselves that we are a sinful people who are naturally idolaters 
(Deut. 4:16ff).  Let's look at how each of these three can assist us in 
today's church, especially with regard to seeing or viewing God's form in a 
film, or any other medium. 
  



Today, many well-meaning people are seeking to make God's truth in 
Jesus known through images.  This is nothing new in history, as in every 
age of the Church where the people have become theologically, as well as 
Biblically illiterate, the desire and attempt of the people of God has been to 
teach about God's truth through images.   
  
What is interesting in the history of the Church, is that every time there is 
an issue with the use of images in worship or in trying to communicate 
God's truth visually, there is a theological illiterateness that has inevitably 
arisen because God's people forgot to teach the systematic truth of 
Scripture through catechism.   
  
The noble desire of the Church in theologically and Biblically illiterate 
times (yet essentially pragmatic and utilitarian), has been to make the 
gospel known in any way possible.  Some say: "If people are theologically 
and Biblically illiterate, then we will SHOW THEM the gospel!" (Even more 
so today since we can now show them gospel truth in Dolby Digital 6.0 EX 
and DTS Surround Sound Mega-Lucasfilm-THX- theaters)! 
  
Although this is perhaps an honorable attempt, we often overlook the 
antidote to overcoming the disease of theological illiterateness in the 
church and culture.  The antidote is found in this passage from 
Deuteronomy 4 and John 5.  During the Reformation, in an attempt to 
remove images from Christ's Church so that the Word would take central 
place again, the Reformers began teaching systematically, or catechizing 
God's people in His Word.   
  

If they people were theologically and Biblically illiterate, then the 
antidote to the sickness is education and catechesis! 

  
In Deuteronomy 4, Moses is teaching the people that the Word of God 
must be central and must be taught to the children, and the children's 
children (4:9).  You see, if the systematic teaching of God's Word is 
taught, the children and the adults will form an image in their mind of God 
based on Scripture alone.  If this is forgotten, the children, as well as the 
adults long for an image apart from Scripture and thus they end up 
breaking the 2nd commandment. 
  
Think about it!  When the Word is not primary in the gospel preaching and 
teaching, and in the systematic teaching of catechism, then the form of 
God will be imagined from outside of Scripture.  As in everything, God 
wants to recapture and fill our imaginations with His Word (2 Cor. 10:3-6).   
  

God's Form in WORD and FLESH 

God wants to teach us to understand Who He is and see Him, if you will, 
through His Word.  It is ultimately because God's Law, the writings of 



Moses, the Prophets, the Psalms and ultimately in Jesus Christ, God's 
form is revealed.  Because it is through His Word that the world is taught 
concerning God's attributes, or Who He is. 
  
The ultimate form of God is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Who is standing before 
the Jews in John 5 saying that they have the Old Covenant Scriptures, yet 
they do not hear, nor do they see the form of God.  Jesus is speaking to 
them the words of Moses (at least echoing Moses' words) and they do not 
hear him.  It is interesting to note that Jesus is echoing Moses' words so 
that they will hear him if indeed they have heard Moses, but they haven't 
truly and really heard Moses' words by faith, and so Moses will be their 
accuser on the Day of Judgment (5:46-47: "Moses wrote of me"). 
  
Jesus is showing to them the words of Moses and all of the Old Covenant 
Scriptures- -MADE FLESH- -IN HIM- - and they do not recognize God's 
form in Him!  Remember the opening of John's Gospel: 
  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.'") And from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.  
  

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, 
he has made him known. 

  
As sinners, we too easily forget that we desire to make God in our own 
image.  As Calvin says, we are idol factories and we should be aware of 
this reality when we are deciding whether to look at pictures of Jesus that 
man has imagined and placed visually for us all to behold.   
  
Wisdom teaches us that we must be careful what we look at, even if we 
are not carrying pictures of Jesus into the worship service with us each 
Lord's Day, and even if we aren't tempted to see Jesus as a human actor, 
and even if we understand that pictures of Jesus can only communicate 
the humanity of Christ- - NEVERTHELESS, wisdom would teach us that 
we need to be careful as potential idolaters. 
  
It is too easy for sinners to imagine what God looks like apart from the 
Scriptures, just as it is too easy for us to avoid the voice of God in the 
Scriptures and do what we want to do in our own way.  I think it is 
important to keep this in mind as we think as Christians as to whether we 
should see this film. 
  



Knowledgeable of Scripture, Yet Ignorant of Christ 

The Jews knew the Scripture, but the word of truth did not abide in them 
(5:38).  What this means is that at the end of the day, the Jews did not 
truly know the Old Covenant Scriptures, because they did not recognize 
the voice of the Father and the form of the Father in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  They were unwilling to submit themselves to the Christ so that He 
might help them rightly to understand the Scriptures that were about him!  
He wanted to help them to understand how Moses wrote of himself, but 
they did not believe him. 
  
How could this be?  Think about today! Many people know the Bible and 
the stories of the Bible.  It is still the most published book in the world, but 
not all have life.  Two major religions have the Old Covenant Scriptures as 
their foundation: Judaism and Islam, but these false religions do not have 
the correct understanding and interpretation of the Book-- particularly the 
ending of the story in Jesus Christ. 
  
As we learned in John 5:18-30, if we say we honor God and do not honor 
the Son of God revealed in Scripture, we are liars and the truth is not in 
us: 
  

"Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who 
sent him." 

  
Why? Because the Jews didn't believe the One to Whom the Scriptures 
pointed for Life (5:38b).  In Jesus is life, eternal life.  In fact, when men 
hear his words and believe they have already passed from death to life 
as John 5:24-26 teaches (as we learned in our study last week). 
  

Scripture as a Means of Grace 

John 5:39 teaches an important truth of the Scriptures as "means of 
grace", or means, or instruments that God uses to communicate grace 
and help to his people by the Spirit.  Jesus says "You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life."  Jesus is 
not saying that the means of grace, or life is not truly found in the 
Scriptures, but that the Scriptures cannot serve as means of 
communicating God's grace apart from belief in Him-  - because they tell 
of him. 
  
In other words, just because a congregation has a Bible on the pulpit, 
hears sermons, practices baptism and takes the Lord's Supper, it does not 
mean that they have the life that is communicated through these legitimate 
means of grace. 
  



Rather, if congregations fail to believe and know the Christ revealed 
through these means of grace, then they are dead- - without life, because 
they have failed to believe in the One to Whom these things are designed 
by God to point for salvation.  Faith in the living Jesus is the instrument 
whereby the people of God partake in the life held out in the Scriptures 
and in the other means of grace that Jesus gives to us. 
  
The Scriptures testify against all people who refuse to come to Jesus 
Christ and be saved (5:40).  Humanly speaking, on Judgment Day, those 
who failed to hear the voice of God in the Scriptures and see the Son of 
God revealed therein, will be sentenced to eternal condemnation because 
as Jesus said: they refuse to come to him and have life. 
  

Scripture is God's Story-Witness 
Scripture is God's Story-Witness.  It is God's story of eternal life in God's 
Son (5:39a).  It is one covenantal whole because in the Old and New 
Covenant Scriptures you have the complete drama of God's salvation and 
man's redemption that is part of the Covenant of Grace that God made 
with His Son before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:1-14). 
  
The Son was to be the hope of God's people; God's provision for 
salvation.  The Old Covenant people were to pay attention to the 
revelation of God so that as he brought all things to an end in Jesus, they 
would be prepared for such a great and climatic ending.  God becoming 
flesh (John 1:14-18) in the fullness of the times was not exactly how the 
people of God were expecting God to consummately and climatically end 
his story!  Though many tried to understand it: 
  
1 Peter 1:8-12: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 

9
 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10
 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was 
to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 

11
 inquiring what person or time the 

Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the subsequent glories. 

12
 It was revealed to them that they were serving not 

themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look.  
  
This was a story awaiting a climatic conclusion, but many were not 
anticipating just how astounding the end would be.  So Jesus comes to tell 
the ending, to be the ending, to fulfill the wildest imaginations and hope of 
God's people.  This is why God's story in Scripture bears witness to Christ 
(5:39b) and it is a story that reveals God's love and is preparatory for the 
Coming of Christ (5:40-44).  In other words, the Old Covenant is the 
background scenery for the drama of redemption fulfilled in Jesus. 
  

How is Jesus the Christ of Scripture? 



  
Jesus is Creator/Greater than Moses/Seed of the Woman, Seed of the 
promise to Abraham/Tabernacle, Temple, and Presence of God/Jesus the 
One who redeems us from more than slavery to Pharaoh and in Egypt, but 
slavery to the Devil and our sins/Jesus the Law-Giver/Greater than all the 
priests of the Old Covenant combined/The Final and Once-and-for-all 
sacrifice for sins/One Greater than Joshua as the Commander of the 
LORD's Army/Greater than all the judges-deliverers who were less than 
noble, but powerful by God's Spirit! 
  
Jesus is Greater King than David/Greater than all the Prophets and God's 
Final Prophetic Word/Jesus is the Great Singer of the Psalms/Jesus is the 
Embodied Wisdom of the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes/The Lover of our souls 
greater than the Song of Songs/The Suffering Servant of Isaiah/The 
fulfillment of the Last Days hope of the prophets/The Son of Man of the 
Book of Daniel/The True and Faithful Israelite/The Elect One/the Alpha 
and the Omega! 
  
Only when the Old Covenant is read from Christ's perspective 
and interpretation can it be rightly understood.  Only through faith in Jesus 
can we hear the voice of the Father and see His form.  As B. B. Warfield 
once said (and I paraphrase): "The Old Testament is like a richly 
furnished, but dimly lit room and as we take the light from the New 
Testament into this room, we can see clearly the rich furnishings of the 
room that had always been in place.  Yet we need Jesus Christ and the 
light of the New Covenant in order to see these things clearly." 
  
 
Jesus is seeking to help the Jews interpret rightly the Scriptures by using 
himself as the interpretive key.  The disciples of John the Baptists would 
not understand the Old Covenant until they began to follow Jesus, as John 
decreased and "he increased" (John 1:30ff).  The Apostle Paul would not 
understand the Old Covenant until Jesus made himself know to Paul on 
the Damascus Road (Acts 9).   
  
In other words, Jesus because he only says and does what God says and 
does (John 5:19-23), therefore HE IS SCRIPTURE/THE WORD- -that is, 
his interpretation of the Old Covenant and of life itself can only be 
understood by listening to him.  All of us, until we submit to Jesus' Word 
will never understand God or ourselves and how we are to be saved! 
  
It is a matter of submission to Jesus' teaching and Word- - and the Jews 
were unwilling to do this.  Many today are unwilling to submit to Jesus' 
teaching and Word.  Some want to pick and choose what to believe.  
Some would say the Scriptures "contain" the Word of God, but it is a 
different matter to say the Bible "is" the Word of God! 



  

Misunderstandings of the Christ Revealed in Scripture 

How do we see the Christ of Scripture?  We should have a Christ-
centered interpretation of all of Scripture.  Yet there have been differing 
misunderstandings of how to hear and see Christ in Scripture.  The two 
main erroneous views have been the "Allegorical Interpretation" and what 
I call the "Mere-Exemplary-Living-Interpretation". 
  
"Allegorical Interpretation" is taking God's revelation of truth out of history 
and looking for Christ under every Old Covenant rock.  It uproots God's 
saving revelation in time and history and loads it down with types that 
were never intended to represent Jesus.  One example is where someone 
will say that the wood of the cross was made from Noah's ark, or that 
Rahab's "scarlet cord" in Joshua represents the blood of Christ. 
  
"Mere-Exemplary-Living-Interpretation" is just finding examples of God's 
righteousness and ways of living in the Old Covenant, rather than seeing 
these people, positions, and places as pointing forward to Jesus THE 
Righteousness of God.  This is "Dare to be a Daniel" kind of exegesis. It 
goes something like this: Daniel was a righteous man and therefore we 
ought to be a righteous man.  A correct understanding of the Christ of 
Scripture would to realize that while Daniel was a righteous man, there 
was One man Jesus who was much more righteous and is the 'Son of 
Man' spoken of by Daniel. 
  
"Christ-Centered Interpretation" is locating God's revelation in history, 
appreciating the drama of God's story as it unfolds, while keeping one's 
eye on the fulfillment in Jesus found in the New Covenant Scriptures.  In 
other words, it is important to keep in mind the interpretive key or grid of 
the New Covenant Scriptures.  If we do not have the New Covenant, we 
cannot understand the Old Covenant.  If we fail to look rightly for Christ in 
the Old Covenant, we will fail to see him as the end of the story in the New 
Covenant. 
  

Scripture is God's Revelation-Witness 
Jesus will not be accuser of the Jews- -Moses will!!  Remember "Moses" 
implies the Prophets, the Psalms and all the rest of Scripture because 
Moses is the representative of the Old Covenant revelation to God's 
people (John 1:17).  Yet in this Revelation-Witness of God, God's story to 
man, the Jews do not receive it by faith because their is a veil over their 
hearts.  This is only removed by God's grace in Jesus Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:9-18: For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 

10
 Indeed, in this case, what 

once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that 



surpasses it. 
11

 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much 
more will what is permanent have glory. 

12
 Since we have such a hope, we are very 

bold, 
13

 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites 
might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 

14
 But their 

minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same 
veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 

15
 Yes, to this 

day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 
16

 But when one turns to 
the Lord, the veil is removed. 

17
 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18

 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

The Jews had set their hopes on the Law and writings of Moses, but it was 
Jesus who had come to fulfill the Law as well as the writings of Moses.  In 
fact, the Law came through Moses, but grace and truth through Jesus 
Christ (John 1:17-18).  That is, the fuller and more glorious revelation of 
grace and truth came through Jesus. 
  
Jesus also came to fulfill the Law, not to abolish and if a person wants to 
be great in the Kingdom of Heaven, he must teach and instruct others to 
obey Jesus' Word, which is a fulfillment of Moses' Words, as Matthew 
5:17-20 teaches: 
  

Matthew 5:17-20: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

18
 For truly, I say to 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 

19
 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

20
 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 

of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
So how does one come to hear and see the living God in Jesus Christ 
through the Scripture? How does one come to know the Christ of Scripture 
who has clearly made himself known and has truly and systematically 
revealed God to the world?  By faith.  Believe upon the LORD Jesus 
Christ and you will know and understand how to interpret not only 
Scripture, but you will hear and see God, and you will finally make sense 
of your own life as a creature of the living God. 
  
As Calvin says: "Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and 
sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 
ourselves.  But, while joined by many bonds, which one precedes and 
brings forth the other is not easy to discern.  In the first place, no one can 
look upon himself without immediately turning his thoughts to the 
contemplation of God, in whom he "lives and moves" (Acts 17:28).... 
  
....It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself 
unless he has first looked upon God's face, and then descends from 
contemplating him to scrutinize himself...Suppose we but once begin to 



raise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature, and how completely 
perfect are his righteousness, wisdom, and power...then whatever was 
masquerading as a self-righteousness that was pleasing to us will soon 
grow filthy in its consummate wickedness." 
  
When we behold the face of God in the Person of Jesus Christ by faith, we 
truly come to understand why the Scriptures have been given to us.  So 
that we may know God and the LORD Jesus Christ, and by His Spirit, 
fellowship with this glorious God for eternity!  Our God speaks to us and 
shows forth his glorious form and face to us in the Holy Scriptures.  This is 
where, by faith, we all meet the Christ of Scripture. 
  
John 20:31 says that the Gospel of John was written so that you might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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