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Introduction 

The Passover of the Jews was a celebration that signified their rescue and 

redemption from Egypt.  It also signified for Israel a time when God passed over 

the homes of the Israelites because they placed blood on the outside doorposts by 

faith.  Those who had no blood covering their families were killed by the Angel of 

Death.  This was a mini-intrusion of God's wrath that pointed forward to a day 

when all those who do not believe would experience God's wrath and judgment.  

However, for those covered by the blood, they were shielded from God's 

judgment and allowed to experience his powerful presence of favor toward them. 

  

After the rescue and redemption from Egypt, the people of Israel were wilderness-

pilgrim-people (Exodus 11-15; Numbers 6-11) pursuing by God's grace the land 

promised to them.  Until they made it finally to the Promised Land and land of 

rest, they were to trust God by faith for all their provision,and to rely on the 

powerful presence of God to get them there (Exodus 33). 

  

The Passover symbolized for them a yearly reminder of God's saving rescue and 

redemption from Egypt, but also that they were ever dependent upon him for all 

of their needs and provisions if they were to make it successfully to the 

Promised Land. 
  

This is important to keep in mind as we approach this next scene in John's Gospel, 

chapter 6.  Jesus has publicly proclaimed to the people who he is (John 5:17-30), 

and taught all those who had ears to hear that he was the One to Whom all the 

Scriptures pointed (John 5:31-47).  In our last study we learned that Jesus is the 

main character of all of Scripture.  Jesus himself said: "You search the Scriptures 

because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 

witness about me..." 

  

Today's study will show Jesus as the God who provides for all of our needs and 

who is with us by his powerful presence each step of the way as we persevere as 

pilgrims on our journey to the New Heavens and the New Earth.  Jesus performs a 

SIGN-ificant sign and miracle in feeding over 5000 people, then he publicly 

proclaims in a discourse the sacramental importance of feeding on him by faith!   

Remember this as you start studying this passage: 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


  

As wilderness-pilgrim-people today, we have not made it to heaven 
yet, but Jesus has.  Therefore, we are to be reminded of his 

faithfulness to us, his abundant resources available through prayer, 
and his presence that will be with us until the end of the Age.   

  

Our hope is in the fact and historical reality that Jesus is resurrected 
King and Lord and when he returns supernaturally for us, he will 
restore all things and host a feast that will be above and beyond 

what our finite and faithless minds can now grasp. 
  

John 6:1-21 
6:1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 

Tiberias. 
2 
And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was 

doing on the sick. 
3 
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 

disciples. 
4 
Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.  

 
5 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus 

said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?" 
6 
He said this 

to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 
7 
Philip answered him, "Two hundred 

denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 
8 
One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 
9 
"There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?" 
10 

Jesus said, "Have the people sit 
down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five 
thousand in number. 

11 
Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12 

And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments, 
that nothing may be lost." 

13 
So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with 

fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 
14 

When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into 
the world!" 

15 
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 

make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

 
16 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 
17 

got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 

18 

The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 
19 

When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 
and they were frightened. 

20 
But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." 

21 
Then they 

were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which 
they were going.  

 

You're a Pilgrim 

In the classic book Pilgrim's Progress, we are reminded that all Christians 
are pilgrims.  In fact, the main character of the book, Pilgrim, is all of us.  
Pilgrims are those on a journey to a new land.  However, pilgrims face 
much danger and difficulty on their journeys! 
  

Each and every day as wilderness-pilgrim-people we face temptations (cf. 
1 Cor. 10:12-13), hardships, difficulties, hunger, thirst, trials and 
tribulations (cf. John 16:33), financial problems, loneliness, 



disappointment, discouragement, and many other difficulties that 
challenge our perseverance on the pilgrim path to the Promised Land.   
  

We are much like the Israelites in the Old Covenant after the Exodus from 
Egypt.  We have been redeemed from slavery to the Evil One and to our 
sins, yet we await the restoration of all things and the entry into the New 
Heavens and the New Earth (Isaiah 65-66; Revelation 21-22).  Right now, 
we live by faith, pursuing holiness and persevering on our pilgrim path to 
the Promised Land where Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and where we shall one day see Him as He is (1 John 3:1-3)! 
  

So on this path that is full of abundant joy because we are no longer 
slaves, yet fraught with difficulties and danger, who do you turn to for help 
to continue on?  We are all tempted to give up at times and to return to 
Egypt so to speak.  Many times we think that help can be found "back 
there", somewhere in the past, or "over there" found in someone else who 
is stronger.  While it is helpful to learn wisdom along the way, and while 
we need each other, ultimately there is only ONE who will never fail us 
and never let us down!  His name is JESUS. 
  

Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 
and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 

day on our journey. 
  

In fact, it is important to remember some of Jesus' last words to his 
people.  After he teaches them of His authority, and commands them to 
"GO", and to "Make disciples", he then reminds them of the powerful 
presence that will accompany them and fellowship with them each step 
along the way- - "I am with you always, even unto the end of the Age!" 
  

What sweet words comfort our journey on the pilgrim path as we  pursue 
the Promised Land by faith and experience the real company and true and 
powerful presence of Jesus along the way.  Let's look at how John 6 can 
instruct us more in this abundant provision and powerful presence of 
Jesus! 
  

What is YOUR Present Help in Times of Trouble? 

The first question I will ask you is "Who, or what do you turn to for help- - 
FIRST?  It says a lot about where you think you will find help, provision, 
and comfort.  Is it in your own resources, your own intellect, power, 
position, or potential?  Is it in your husband, wife, your best friend, your 
counselor, your pastor, your neighbor?  How you answer this will reveal to 
you how much you believe Jesus is really your abundant provider.  It will 
reveal also how much his powerful presence is a comfort to you as he 
covers you and takes care of you under the shadow of his protection (cf. 
Psalm 91). 



  

 
Many of the things you may turn above to help you on your pilgrim path 
may be good things- -what some great men in history have called 
"creaturely comforts".  Those things are good in and of themselves, but 
Jesus wants to be the priority in your life.  In fact, Jesus wants nothing 
less than to be the first ONE you turn to.  He wants you to know how 
abundantly he desires to provide abundantly for his children, and how he 
is "with you" in constant fellowship along the pilgrim path. 
  

As I said earlier, our text in John 6 takes place as the Passover 
celebration is nearing (John 6:4).  This yearly celebration of the Jews was 
a reminder of when they were released from slavery from Egypt and 
wandered in the wilderness depending totally on the provision of God.  
Over time, the yearly event also became a time of heightened awareness 
of overthrowing Roman government (6:15-17).  The Jews' pilgrimage had 
almost become too much for them to bear, so they were looking for 
Messiah/"the Prophet" to come (see last two studies on John, cf. Deut. 
18:15-19) in order to ultimately redeem them from under the oppression of 
a godless government and give them rest again in the Promised Land. 
  

What they were not fully understanding at the time, and many even today 
do not fully understand, is that the Promised Land itself was a picture of 
the New Heavens and the New Earth (read carefully Hebrews 3:1-4:13).  
This land was an earthly picture of a heavenly reality.  The rest that God 
would give them on their pilgrim journey was only comforts and reminders 
along the way that one day God would restore the heavens and the earth 
and they would live an abundant life in the presence of God with peace.  
Isaiah describes it this way: 
  
Isaiah 65:17-25: "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 

18 
But be glad and rejoice 

forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her 
people to be a gladness. 

19 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no 

more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 
20 

No more 
shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not 
fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a 
hundred years old shall be accursed. 

21 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 

They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the 
days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

23 

They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the 
offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with them. 

24 
Before 

they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 

The wolf and the 
lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the 
serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain," says the 
LORD. 
  



This passage in Isaiah was one that pointed God's wilderness-pilgrim-
people of the Old Covenant forward to the day of rejoicing when God 
would create a new heavens and a new earth.  This time is dawning with 
the coming of Jesus, yet not fully.  The Apostle John who wrote this 
Gospel, also wrote the Book of Revelation and mentions this more clearly 
in Revelation 21-22.  Again, in order to fully understand the story, we need 
Jesus as our interpretive guide along our own 'Road to Emmaus' (see last 
study on the Christ of Scripture). 
  

Even today, we who live after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, still 
await the restoration of all things and the creation of the new heavens and 
the new earth.  The Jews unfortunately set all of their hopes on the earthly 
reality and land, and many without Jesus' interpretation did not understand 
that this earthly reality pointed to a much greater, more abundant spiritual 
reality! (John 3:11; cf. John 5:37-39). 
  

We today are on the pilgrim path as well as we seek to enter fully into our 
rest in the full spiritual provision and powerful presence of God (Romans 
8:19-25; cf. Hebrews 4:9-11).  But we must continue each day by faith in 
Jesus, and be reminded that he is indeed... 
  

The One who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path and 
fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every day on 

our journey. 
  

Survival and the Savior 

Notice this important truth in John 6.  There is a great crowd of people 
coming.  The disciples had seen Jesus' great signs and wonders.  The 
crowd was primarily following Jesus and his disciples because of the signs 
that he performed (John 6:2).  One day, over 5000 show up for a 
teaching.  The 5000 people include only men, there were many more 
women and children (cf. Mark 6:34ff).  This was a huge crowd like at a 
sports event or a music concert.  There were lots of people! 
  

And in those days there was not grocery stores on every corner to feed 
the people.  This was going to be a disappointing and hungry day for all of 
these people, and the cold, dark night was approaching (6:17).  In 
countries, such as America, where God has abundantly provided for us, it 
is hard to understand how great this miracle of Jesus was!  In fact, we 
must remember that for many in the ancient Near East and in New 
Testament times, people ate day-by-day according to the provision that 
God had provided for that day. 
  

In those times, they lived on the edge of poverty, sickness, hunger, thirst, 
and death each and every day.  There was no welfare for the poor and 
cast out- - there was no one usually even looking out for them!  There was 



no abundant medical knowledge and help like we have today- - there was 
no such thing as "yearly check ups" with the doctor!  Hunger and 
thirst could come upon a family quickly and with no announcement 
and with no relief.  A bad crop, spoiled food or contaminated water, fires, 
carelessness, and crookedness, and a family could lose all that they had.  
Death was always at the door. 
  

The people of this time had to depend upon God in order to survive! (and 
some unfortunately depended upon something or someone else). There 
were no "Real TV" shows about survival!  This was not something people 
wanted to watch and voyeuristically stare at!  For people who experienced 
it every day, it was something to look away from to something or hopefully 
someone else- -but this help was never guaranteed. 
  

LEFTOVERS for All! 

Here in John 6, Jesus is that One who helps in this difficult situation along 
the pilgrim path in order to show forth the grace and abundant provision of 
God!  Jesus is going to feed all of those who have come to him by faith!  In 
fact, Jesus is going to "supersize" a small meal.  He will take a small 
serving of bread and make it "Biggie Bread" and then he will take a small 
serving of fish and make it "Biggie Fish".  Jesus supersizes by his grace in 
this passage! 
  

Jesus is going to supersize so abundantly that when the meal is over, the 
most amazing thing will still be with the people- - leftovers (John 6:12)!  
You know, sometimes I wonder how blessed we are in prosperous 
countries.  We have it all, but are we truly blessed?  I mean, sometimes 
our "blessings" (read: our wealth and knowledge) keep us from seeing the 
abundant provision and grace of God in our lives.   
  

We really do get spoiled.  What we often throw away- - our left-overs- 
- are for other people in the world, a feast!  We need to think about 

good stewardship with food and drink every day. 
  

I remember a preacher from Haiti who stayed with Margaret and me.  He 
was a gracious man and loved his family.  He had come to stay with us 
while he was being trained to teach his people the Word of God.  He was 
here in America for training.  Well, we took him to a buffet at a nearby 
restaurant, and I will never forget what happened.  He rejoiced in seeing 
so much food in one place at one time!  He seemed to enjoy the dinner 
like nothing he had ever experienced! 
  

Yet when he saw the waitresses removing the plates from our table and 
the surrounding tables, he noticed that the plates were not empty- - they 
were not "clean".  He began to weep and he said: "If only my people, my 
family, could have the leftovers on those plates they would not be hungry 



this day"!  Remember when you pray to our Father in heaven for his 
provision, to thank him for his gracious provision and pray for the hungry 
and thirsty who live in other parts of the world! 
  

Jesus is so good in his abundant provision!  
  

Jesus provides leftovers on the pilgrim path to the Promised Land!  
What marvelous grace when Jesus "SUPERSIZES" all we give to 

him! 
  

A Test of Faith 

The question of the moment in John 6 is "Who will provide for the crowd of 
people?"  Now I want us to notice all of the responses.  First of all, Jesus 
asks Philip in order to test his faith (6:6-7).  Jesus apparently was seeing if 
Philip would ask, seek and knock in order to be answered, to receive, and 
for the door to be opened to him by Jesus!  But notice this: Jesus knew 
what he would do!  Take comfort in this reality!  Each and every day on 
your pilgrim path you are never alone- -Jesus is with you and he knows 
you and he knows what to do long before you even ask him! 
  

Notice Philip's response.  It is reasonable, but not of faith.  How many 
times does our own ingenuity keep us from seeing Jesus and his provision 
by faith? Why must we actually have to understand fully everything in our 
lives? (v. 9).  We are made in God's image to be meaning-seekers, to be 
understanding, but sometimes can't we just trust God as moderns?! 
  

We are such modern people today that our "modern-ness" has caused us 
to get lazy in our faith and rely only on what we can ingenuously produce 
and fully understand.  We record data, get flow charts, and all of these are 
helpful, but at the end of the day how is our faith?  Must we modern 
people always have to have evidence?  Can't we just be reminded that the 
most powerful evidence of God's help is that truly we live, move and have 
our being! 
  

Can't we trust the God who has made us and who keeps us and who 
provides for both the rich and the poor, the righteous and the unrighteous, 
and even the little sparrow (Luke 6; Matthew 6)?  We might call Philip the 
pessimistic “spread-sheet-minded-and-bottom-line” finance guy who is 
useful with faith, but not apart from faith in Jesus (or self-sufficient).  The 
response of Philip's type is:  
  

“We cannot afford to feed the crowd just one little bite!” 
  

"Can't Never Could!" 



My dad had a very helpful saying when I was growing up: "Can't never 
could!"  (And boy did he say this to me a lot, because he would challenge 
me, and I would respond: "I can't!".  He would then look at me and say: 
"Can't never could!".  It is the same with faith.   
  
Philip in essence says: "We can't", but hold on a minute!  He is looking at 
the One who has abundantly provided wine at a wedding feast (John 2); 
the One who says He has been sent by God from above in order to show 
forth God's love (John 3); the One who quenches the thirst of every 
person who comes to him by faith (John 4); the One who can heal the 
lame and the paralyzed (John 4); and the One Who is the focus of all the 
Scriptures, Who Moses wrote about! (John 5).  Where has Philip been?   
  

We are like this!  We see God's powerful hand in our salvation when we 
experience regenerative resurrection, and our lives begin to change into 
his likeness.  But then we forget about this, get caught up in the day to day 
busy shuffle, and when we go through a difficult and trying circumstance 
that Jesus told us we would go through (John 16:33), we don't have 
enough faith.   
  
We say: "I can't" and implicitly when we say that, we are saying: "He 

can't!"   
  
We must remember from Jesus' Passover picnic this: 
 
Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 

and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 
day on our journey. 

  

Resourceful, but not THE SOURCE 

Let's now look at Andrew.  How does he fair in this situation?  It may be 
easier to like him.  He is not wholly negative in his response like Philip.  
He is more of the optimistic and resourceful manager who has some 
doubts, and would be useful with faith, but not apart from faith in Jesus (or 
self-sufficient).   
  

Andrew responds: “There’s a boy we can use…but not enough for so 
many!”  Andrew thinks to use a lad, or a young boy, which is evidence of a 
good manager in him.  He wants to get the job done through others- - 
good idea, but not enough faith. 
  

Notice for both of their responses, Philip's turn to his own ingenuity and 
resources, or Andrew to a boy, a person, they are both seeking help along 
the path away from Jesus.  They both are turning away from Jesus and 
his abundant provision and powerful presence in order to seek something 
or someone else to get the job done.  Yet, as we are realizing (and they 



are as well), there is only ONE Who truly can get the job done and only 
One who cares enough never to let us down and to abundantly provide for 
us! 
 
We are without resources many times in our lives, both physically and 
spiritually!  But as I asked earlier, where do you turn first?- -it tells you a lot 
about yourself and your faith.  Ask God to help you in your weak faith, 
whether you turn to another person, an education, a piece of paper on the 
wall, your experience, your spreadsheet, etc. NEVER FORGET JESUS, 
WHO IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN ULTIMATELY HELP US ALONG 
OUR PILGRIM PATH. 
 
Pray for provision!  Jesus is gracious and wants us to rely on him for our 
all! Jesus is right in front of his disciples and in John 2 has taken no wine 
to abundant wine- - has the host changed?  Here is Jesus right before the 
disciples and they will not ask him (or pray) to him and let him answer their 
request by his grace.  Jesus can grant life, can he not sustain the life of 
those who are coming – with or without bread and fish if he chooses!   
  

Jesus is the gracious host who prepares a table for us in the wilderness, 
along the pilgrim path as we sup with him by faith, asking him for all of our 
needs!  Remember Psalm 23:5-6: 
  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
  
Do you believe it?  Do you believe that along the pilgrim path to the 
Promised Land that goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days of 
your life?  The host of this Passover picnic has not changed!  Remember 
this: 
  
Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 

and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 
day on our journey. 

  
Philip and Andrew have been with him awhile now (at least a year, they 
were together at the last Passover- John 2), but they do not look to him by 
faith.   
  

So Jesus takes the Sovereign initiative (v. 10): “Have the people sit 
down.”  

  

If Jesus did not take the Sovereign initiative in our salvation and in our 
lives, we never would!  Jesus reveals himself here as he feeds the 
multitudes the gracious heavenly host (not like angels, but the "heavenly 
host"- Jesus the host (v. 11). 



  

The Host "SUPERSIZES" the Offering 

Jesus takes a little from a poor and insignificant boy and makes it a lot!  
Jesus makes a "biggie" meal for all to eat.  Jesus takes an insignificant 
boy and makes him significant in the history of the world as one who was 
an instrument of God's grace to his people.   
  

Jesus takes an insignificant little lunch, barley bread and pickled fish that 
was eaten by the poor, and makes it a significant feast to feed the 
multitudes on the pilgrim path.  In fact, this feast is another SIGN-ificant 
SIGN that points to Who Jesus is! 
  

Is there anything God cannot do?  "Can't never could - - but Jesus 
always can"- - perhaps that is the change I will make to my dad's 
excellent phrase.  And their are leftovers! 
  

It is the same in our lives today: Jesus takes our little gifts, our little 
talents, our little money and makes it a lot because of his ability to 
increase the little we give to him!  Jesus can take what we think to be an 
insignificant amount of money, an insignificant talent, and an insignificant 
amount of time and make it abundantly fruitful and significant.  The little 
we can give to God in faith, as this small boy, the great things that Jesus 
will do by His grace! 
  

Do you have money just sitting in the bank earning interest while you see 
poor people go by you every day?  Does your money provide the 
"security" that you should have in Jesus?  Ask Jesus if he could do greater 
things than earn 3-5% interest (maybe more!) in the bank and give so that 
others might eat and know the Lord Jesus!  Think about it.  What little you 
can give, Jesus can cause to be abundant blessings for His Kingdom!  Let 
Jesus "supersize" your small offering! 
  

Do you have a talent such as music, art, singing, thinking, learning, 
teaching, preaching, managing, farming, leading, spelling, calculating, 
designing, filming?  Do you think this gift is insignificant and you are 
wondering how your "small gift" could be used mightily by God?  Don't 
fret!  No gift of God is insignificant (Romans 12), and all gifts are needed.  
Do you serve in your congregation, or do you go "to church" thinking that 
others should serve and minister to you?  Do you not realize that you have 
been gifted with significant gifts in order to serve and build up God's 
people by faith? (Eph. 4:11-16).   
  

Don't sit around in a church building, going through the motions of 
worship, and playing church, having everyone minister to you, without 
using your gifts to encourage and significantly build up the Body of Christ!  
Pride keeps us from using our gifts.  I encourage you, take an inventory of 



the things you love to do, and the gifts that God has granted to you, then 
offer what you may think as insignificant up to Jesus and allow him to use 
your so-called "insignificant gifts" significantly as abundant blessings to 
His people in His Kingdom.  Let Jesus "supersize" your small offering! 
  

Can you give a little time to others?  It may seem an insignificant amount 
of time.  You may go around thinking guilty thoughts of this secular age 
that teaches you that you must spend "quality time".  Whatever that 
means, I do not know!?  However, the little time you spend with others, 
giving encouragement, help, advice, wisdom, instruction, love, and 
friendship, if offered up to Jesus, he can cause the little and insignificant 
time to be abundant blessings for His Kingdom!  Let Jesus "supersize" 
your small offering! 
  

Jesus Can "SUPERSIZE" Your Offering too!! 

But the question is: Have you turned to him and ask him to abundantly 
provide and bless others through your money, talents and time?  If you 
have not, do it now!  You may be using your money as a false idol of 
security that will help you get through this life and it could be serving as a 
functional idol for you.  You could be using your talents for your own fame 
and fortune, making yourself feel smarter or better because of what you 
can do and selfishly living for yourself.  Your functional idol could be your 
reputation.  You could be not using, but abusing or wasting your time on 
your pilgrim path only budgeting or managing your time for yourself and 
your own desires.  Your functional idol could be control.  You might think 
that you must control your time and always be in charge. 
  

With all of these sins that so easily beset us above, we have Jesus who 
can take what might seem insignificant and bless our money, talents and 
time with great significance by using what we give to him to feed and 
nurture his people along the pilgrim path!  Our donations in money, time 
and talents could be the resources that Christ "SUPERSIZES" and uses to 
set the table in the wilderness for those he loves, or it could be used to 
prepare the wedding feast and banquet of the Lamb as it sends more 
people out with invitations to come! (Matthew 22:1-16). 
  

Jesus Withdraws His Presence from His Disciples 
After this glorious miracle, Jesus withdraws because the greatest 
provision he will give the people is to ultimately become the Passover 
Lamb - -but not yet.  His Kingdom is not of this world and the people must 
not try to make him a mere earthly king, but must await God’s provision for 
the Heavenly and Eschatological King!   
  

After the abundant provision of food, Jesus must withdraw now to 
seek the Father (see Mark's account), the One who can give Jesus 



the strength he needs on HIS pilgrim path, in order to help him to 
continue on his journey to the cross for those he loves!   

  

Jesus will not only become the Passover Lamb, but the Lamb who serves 
and hosts the eschatological wedding supper and feast of the Lamb (next 
week on Day Two).  What we will see in our next study is that Jesus is 
both the Gracious Host and the Abundant Feast itself.  (I don't want to be 
crass and say that Jesus is the host and the main course, but their is truth 
to this in what he will say in the remainder of John 6).   
  

Jesus' feast to over 5000 people is a picture if you will of his gracious 
provision for his people every day, but also a picture of the feast that is to 
come- - except that only those who are clothed with Christ's righteous 
robes, who have been washed in his blood, will be able to attend the feast 
to come! 
 
How do we understand the connection between Jesus' Passover Picnic 
and the incident of Jesus walking on the water?  There is a 
connection.  Remember that Jesus has told his disciples to go on ahead of 
him (Mark 6).  After a day filled with miracles of abundant provision, the 
people wanted to make Jesus the King who overthrows Rome's 
oppressive power.  The people have wanted to make him an earthly king 
over them, because they recognize him as the Great and Eschatological 
Prophet about Whom Moses spoke.   
  

Walking on the Water- - to Save and Rescue His Disciples 
What the disciples and the people would have to realize now is that even 
after the Roman Empire fell, God’s people would still be a “wilderness-
pilgrim-people” relying on the living God to help them step-by-step until 
they finally made it to the Promised Land. 
 
In other words, even though Rome would fall eventually and there would 
be no Roman rule over God's people, Jesus wanted his disciples to 
prepare for tribulation and trouble in the time period before he returned for 
them (cf. John 16:33).  The abundant provision of Jesus’ resources and 
the abundant joy of his presence was to encourage them until he returned 
again supernaturally for his people.  
  

Jesus' Passover picnic was to remind them of God's gracious and 
consistent provision along the pilgrim path and to nurture them to 
persevere to the Heavenly Feast in the New Heavens and New Earth.  
Jesus' presence on the water and in the boat with his disciples was to 
remind his disciples that even after he withdrew from them to go to His 
Father's "house" (John 14:1-6), His powerful presence would go with them 
every step of the way and therefore there is nothing to fear! 
 



As wilderness-pilgrim-people, we have not made it to heaven yet, but 
Jesus has.  This is why the author of the Book of Hebrews teaches 
us to fix our eyes and direction on Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector 

of our faith! 
  

Because of this, we are to be reminded of his faithfulness to us, 
his abundant resources available through prayer, and his presence that 
will be with us until the end of the Age.  Our hope is in the fact and 
historical reality that Jesus is resurrected King and Lord and when he 
returns supernaturally for us, he will restore all things and host a feast that 
will be above and beyond what our finite and faithless minds can 
now grasp. 
  

Jesus may not physically be with the disciples, but they are to be 
assured that he will return for them supernaturally, in a way that is 

beyond their wildest dreams, and brought safely home in his 
presence forever! 

 

"It is I; do not be afraid!" 

In this passage from chapter 6, Jesus comes to his disciples by night on 
the water when the waters are troubled and become rough in the dark 
night.  Jesus uses the resources of creation as only God can.  He not only 
can reproduce created things as he does with the bread and the fish (and 
earlier the wine in John 2), he can use water for a walkway to provide his 
powerful presence to his people!  Is there anything God cannot do? 
  

In John 6, seeing Jesus on the water in times of trouble, is to remind us to 
always ask this question:  

  

“What is it that Jesus can’t do for us?”  Remember: Can't never 
could, but Jesus always can! 

 
Jesus allows the disciples to serve at his table, at his Passover Picnic, to 
provide nourishment and food to the multitudes.  He also allows them to 
be alone, experiencing the darkness, only to make himself known to them 
again supernaturally. 
  

“It is I; do not be afraid” 
  

Notice Jesus' grace!  When he returns for the disciples, in order to join 
them again, he does so in a supernatural manner to rescue them 
permanently from danger and to help them safely and securely to get their 
boat into the harbor. 
 

Safely into the Harbor of the New Heavens and the New Earth 



What a picture of the Church now!  What a picture of our pilgrim path that 
we walk by faith each and every day fraught with difficulties and dangers.  
Not only can Jesus abundantly provide from his ocean of gracious 
resources, but his powerful presence will be with us until he returns 
supernaturally for us and safely guides us into the harbor of the Promised 
Land! 
  

In our day to day experiences, we go through difficult unsure times when 
we are bound to ask: “Where should we turn for help?”  We are reminded 
that no matter how much it seems we are alone and in darkness, Jesus’ 
powerful presence is available to guide us.  He will return supernaturally 
for us and will rescue his people on the Final Day to find themselves safe 
and secure in his presence in the New Heavens and the New Earth where 
we shall sup at the Lamb’s Supper for eternity! 
 
What is your problem today? What is your need?  Who do you turn to for 
help? Meditate on Revelation 19.  Here we are reminded of the end of our 
pilgrim path of trial and tribulation; here we are reminded of Jesus' victory 
and resurrection and his glorious presence at the wedding supper of the 
Lamb; here we are reminded that one day Jesus will supernaturally return 
for us and destroy all of His enemies! 

Revelation 19: After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong 
to our God, 

2
 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 

prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the 
blood of his servants." 

3
 Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from 

her goes up forever and ever." 
4
 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 

creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, 
"Amen. Hallelujah!" 

5
 And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, 

all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great." 
6
 Then I heard what 

seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 

7
 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8
 it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"- for the fine linen is 
the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9
 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed 

are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, 
"These are the true words of God." 

10
 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, 

but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God." For the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

11
 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 

horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
judges and makes war. 

12
 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are 

many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 
13

 He is 
clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word 
of God. 

14
 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 

following him on white horses. 
15

 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which 
to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 

16
 On his robe and on his 

thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
17

 Then I saw an angel 



standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly 
overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God, 

18
 to eat the flesh of kings, 

the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great." 

19
 And I saw the 

beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against 
him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 

20
 And the beast was 

captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by 
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns 
with sulfur. 

21
 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of 

him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

"Jesus' Passover Picnic and Powerful Presence: Day Two"- John 
6:22-71 
  

We sup with the LORD today as pilgrims and experience Jesus' food and 

powerful presence in the Lord's Supper...but more of this next week! 
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

  
"Reformation has always been a step-by-step process, and it must necessarily be such.  Zealots 

would attempt to achieve everything at one fell swoop, but they only smash their head against a 

stone wall.  God works by historical process--a gradual, continuous process-- and we must 

conform to God's way of working."-J.G. Vos, in A Call to Reformation 
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Introduction 

In our last study, we saw that Jesus is revealed in John 6:1-21 as: 
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The One who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path and 
fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every day on 

our journey. 
  

Jesus fed the multitudes, over 5000 people- -and there were leftovers 
because of his abundant provision and grace!  He had shown the disciples 
in his SIGN-ificant sign that he was the abundant provider and powerful 
presence for their lives.  He took a small poor boy's lunch and "super-
sized" it in order to feed the crowd!  Jesus then sent his disciples across 
the sea and he walked upon the water 3-4 miles across in order to meet 
them, and by his powerful presence get their boat safely into the harbor. 
  

Today, in John 6:22-59 we hear Jesus' public proclamation as Prophet 
that HE is the Bread of Life.  Jesus' Passover Picnic and Powerful 
Presence will take on even more significance as Jesus interprets to the 
crowd in his discourse how HE IS THE BREAD OF LIFE, and we will 
consider how Jesus' powerful presence is still with us today in the Lord's 
Supper.  But allow me to make myself clear on one important point. 
  

This passage is primarily about "feeding upon Jesus by faith", and 
how we are to believe upon him and come to him for all of our 
spiritual substance, sustenance and satisfaction in our lives! 

  

It is not a passage primarily teaching about the Lord's Supper.  However, 
what is revealed and held out to us in the Lord's Supper is about what is 
described in this passage in John 6 (see Colin Brown, NIDNTT, and D. A. 
Carson, Commentary on the Gospel According to John).   
  

Although the people would not have understood this passage as about the 
Lord's Supper at the time of Jesus' discourse in the synagogue (including 
the Apostle John), Jesus would have known how he would reveal this 
more clearly in the future as he celebrated the last Passover with his 
disciples.  What is taught here about being united to Jesus Christ by faith 
is sealed in the Lord's Supper (Augustine, Calvin). 
  

Although the people would understand this sermon or discourse more 
clearly after Jesus' death and resurrection, Jesus reveals some of the 
import and meaning of the Lord's Supper in this passage about believing 
upon him and coming to him to be united with him in his life! 
  

Because of the Lord's Supper that Jesus has given to us as His people, 
we see in this passage more of the meaning of what it means to be united 
with Jesus and to feed upon him by faith, whether in His Word or in the 
Lord's Supper.  Although the primary meaning of this passage is about 
feeding upon Jesus by faith, a proper application of this passage can be to 



understand that what is taught in this passage is demonstrated and shown 
to us in the Lord's Supper. 
  

With that said, we want to see in this important passage that Jesus 
abundantly and spiritually provides all of our spiritual substance, 
sustenance, and satisfaction along our pilgrim path and provides his 
powerful presence to us in the Lord’s Supper so that his people will make 
it to the Promised Land.  Another way we could say this is: 

  
We sup with the LORD today as pilgrims and experience Jesus' spiritual 

provision and powerful presence in the Lord's Supper! 
  

John 6:22-59 
ESV 

John 6:22-59: On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw 

that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his 

disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 
23

 Other boats from Tiberias came near 

the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 
24

 So when the 

crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and 

went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
25

 When they found him on the other side of the 
sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" 

26
 Jesus answered them, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. 

27
 Do not labor for the food that perishes, 

but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. 
For on him God the Father has set his seal."  
  
28

 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" 
29

 
Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he 
has sent." 

30
 So they said to him, "Then what sign do you do, that we may see and 

believe you? What work do you perform? 
31

 Our fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 

32
 Jesus then 

said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread 
from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 

33
 For the bread 

of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 
34

 They 
said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 

35
 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread 

of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst. 

36
 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 

37
 All 

that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out. 

38
 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of 

him who sent me. 
39

 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 

40
 For this is the 

will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should 
have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."  
  
41

 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "I am the bread that came 
down from heaven." 

42
 They said, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 

father and mother we know? How does he now say, 'I have come down from 
heaven'?" 

43
 Jesus answered them, "Do not grumble among yourselves. 

44
 No one 

can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up 
on the last day. 

45
 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' 

Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me- 
46

 not that 
anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father.  
  



47
 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 

48
 I am the bread of 

life. 
49

 Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
50

 This is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 

51
 I am 

the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 

52
 

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?" 

53
 So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat 

the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54

 Whoever 
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day. 

55
 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 

56
 Whoever 

feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
57

 As the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also 
will live because of me. 

58
 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as 

the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 
59

 Jesus 
said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 

 

"Fair-Weathered" or "Faithful" Followers of Jesus? 

Are you selfish, or self-less and sacrificial in your following Jesus?  All of 
us have had "fair-weathered" friends in the past!  "Fair-weathered" 
friends are those we know who only are with us when things are going 
their way.  "Fair-weathered" friends will only show their favor and help 
toward us when we are doing something for them.  When we need them, 
they are no where to be found! 
  
But as Jesus' followers and disciples along the pilgrim path to 
the Promised Land, we too can be "fair-weathered" in our relationship to 
Jesus.  We can be "fair-weathered" followers, only seeking Jesus with all 
of our hearts when he is doing something for us!  Think about it! 
 
The people in this passage are seeking Jesus because of the signs he 
has performed and because they got their bellies filled!  As John Calvin 
put it in his Commentary on John's Gospel: 
  

The people sought in Christ something else than Christ himself.   
  

Jesus tells them to labor and seek for more than mere physical 
satisfaction (John 6:27-29).  Jesus tells the crowds that the important thing 
to do is to see the signs and to know that He is the One sent from the 
Father to give eternal life.   
  

"To do the works of God is to believe upon the One the Father has 
sent" (John 6:29). 

  

Then the people request another sign from Jesus.  The sign of feeding 
over 5000 people was apparently not good enough.  They had so quickly 
forgotten the sign of feeding them, and they were physically hungry again.  
However, their physical hunger was to remind them of their spiritual 
hunger, and their spiritual hunger was to cause them to believe upon 



Jesus and come to him (John 6:37, 44)- -if they were able (more next 
week on the ability of coming to Jesus).  How soon we forget as well! 
  

We forget his grace (the crowds had already forgotten Jesus’ feeding the 
5000 the day before! How quickly we forget Jesus’ grace!).  We so quickly 
forget how he has loved us and been faithful to us in our lives through his 
abundant grace. 
  
We forget his love toward us in the past and think that he will be less than 

faithful to us today.  Whatever circumstance we find ourselves in, we forget that 

he is good and only desires the best for us! 

  

We forget his constant help in times of trouble and sometimes seek 
shelter and safety in anything and everything other than Christ! 
  
We forget that he knows best and knows the right thing to do before we 
ask (John 6:6; also remember: “Your heavenly Father knows what you 
need before you even ask”). 
 

"You are Seeking Me because of Signs, not for Submission 

In this passage from John 6, particularly in verse 26, we learn that the 
people are seeking Jesus only because of the signs he has been doing.  
This is nothing new, as we learned from John 2:23-25, and John 6:2.  
They are seeking Jesus because of signs, not because they want to 
submit to his Lordship.   
  

Remember: the signs point to Jesus' Lordship and his inherent right over 
mankind to rule, to teach, and to lead!  But when do we follow him?  The 
people want to make Jesus King, but only because of their own selfish 
needs and dreams.  Jesus wants them to see more than miracles, he 
wants for them to see what the sign points to- -Himself and His Will- - the 
Eternal Life that only He can give to them!  

Aren't we much like the "fair-weathered" followers here? 

 
We can sometimes seek Jesus only to meet our needs.  We can seek 
Jesus only when he is doing what we want him to do.  If Jesus is not doing 
what we want him to do, our love for him often grows cold.  As the hymn 
writer put it: "Prone to wander, Lord I feel it; prone to leave the God I 
love."  Then the writer of the hymn goes on to sing: 
  

"Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above!" 
  

One thing we often forget as his people, particularly as his disciples, is 
that he is Lord, and therefore has the right to rule, to teach, and to lead us 
as our Lord and Savior - -regardless of how much he caters to our own 
desires and whims.  Who are we to talk back to the LORD (cf. Romans 9-



11)?  Jesus wants us to come to him and allow him to change our hearts -
-change our desires, wants and whims, and learn to submit them all to his 
Lordship and to be able to say: 
  

"Not my will, but yours be done, O Lord." 
  

Jesus saves and delivers us, gives us life and unites us to himself by his 
Spirit so that we can become like him.  He captures our hearts and causes 
us to come to him and believe, yet he does this so as to change our so-
called needs and teach us to become self-less.   
  

Jesus does not save us to give us what we want, but to change and 
transform our desires to want ONLY HIM! 

  

Self-Denying and Self-Forgetting Discipleship 

We need to remember that Jesus unites to himself ultimately not to give 
us more and meet our needs, but to give us more of himself and destroy 
our need for anything other than him!   
  

Don't ever forget that to have Jesus meets your so-called needs, answers 
your prayers, and for you then to go on your way, is not discipleship; this 
is not “picking up your cross and following Jesus!” 
 
Remember what Jesus says about discipleship and picking up his cross in 
Luke 9:21-25: 
 
Luke 9:21-25: And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 

22 

saying, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised." 

23 
And he said to all, "If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. 

24 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will save it. 
25 

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or 
forfeits himself? 

 
In other words, from the passage above, we shouldn’t have needs as 
those united to Jesus by faith!  Rather, we should feed upon Christ by 
faith- - he is our spiritual substance, sustenance, and complete 
satisfaction.  To have so-called needs is not losing one’s self and denying 
one’s self!   
  

I know this is strange to think about, but Jesus is not just another 
something/someone to meet our felt needs.  In fact, Jesus wants to crush 
and destroy our so-called felt needs, so that all we really need is him.  
Jesus doesn’t want to compete with our own longings, desires and so-
called needs. 
 



Our culture can confuse the people of God into thinking that we all have 
needs that must be fulfilled, but Jesus says:  

“I AM the Bread of Life” 

- - I am all you will ever need!   
  

Other needs are competitors for Jesus’ supremacy in your life and 
oftentimes, if you are not “getting your so-called needs met” you will look 
somewhere else!  Needs imply SELF.  Needs cause us to seek our own 
SELF rather than Christ. 
  

I know this is controversial.  I know that many secular psychologists (and 
even some Christian psychologists) say that we all have "need cups" that 
need to be filled or we are without purpose and will never be happy.  
But as biblical counselors remind us, Jesus wants to "smash our so-called 
need cups" in order that we might be free to fully and wholeheartedly 
serve him and thus find our true spiritual substance, sustenance and 
satisfaction IN HIM! (see 'War of Words' by Paul Tripp, 'When People Are 
Big, and God Is Small' by Ed Welch, P & R Publishing). 
 
Rather than live selfishly like this, even as you visibly follow him before the 
world, Jesus says seek ME! (v. 27)- “Do not labor for food that perishes!”  
Jesus is saying, whatever you’re seeking on your pilgrim path apart from 
me, or even seeking from me (like bread)- -  but only because you think 
you need it - - you are seeking food that perishes.  You are just coming to 
Jesus to have your needs met! 
 
Jesus says: “Labor for the food which endures to everlasting life…WHICH 
THE SON OF MAN WILL GIVE YOU!  This means that ultimately the only 
need we have is Jesus, and therefore the only need we need to be 
needing is constant repentance of our needs and a self-denying attitude of 
seeking Christ as "faithful followers" along the pilgrim path rather than 
"fair-weathered" followers!   
  

As one teacher so eloquently put it: "The hard call of the gospel is that 
God sent his Son not so that we could realize our agenda, but that we 
could be part of his." (Paul Tripp). 
  

Jesus does not save us to give us what we want, but to change and 
transform our desires to want ONLY HIM! 

 

Murmuring and the Manna 

So, the people were not satisfied with his sign and the abundant provision 
he had provided to the 5000 (plus!) people.  They were selfish to get only 
what they wanted: an earthly king and Lord to give them only what they 
wanted!  A true example of the "Democratization of Christianity" if there 
ever was one, and Oh! how we are still many times like this today. 



  

The people want to see a sign like the one Moses had given to them (John 
6:30ff).  They wanted Manna, or bread from above.  Let's think about 
"Manna" (which means literally “What is it?”) in the Wilderness from the 
Old Covenant (vv. 31-34) in light of this passage and how we today 
murmur about the manna.  Read Exodus 16: 
  
Exodus 16: The [Israelites] set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the 
people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on 
the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of 
Egypt. 

2
 And the whole congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against 

Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 
3
 and the people of Israel said to them, "Would 

that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this 
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 

4
 Then the LORD said to 

Moses, "Behold, I am about to rain bread from heaven for you, and the people shall 
go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether they will 
walk in my law or not. 

5
 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 

will be twice as much as they gather daily."  
  
6
 So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel, "At evening you shall know 

that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
7
 and in the 

morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 
grumbling against the LORD. For what are we, that you grumble against us?" 

8
 And 

Moses said, "When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the 
morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you 
grumble against him- what are we? Your grumbling is not against us but against 
the LORD." 

9
 Then Moses said to Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of the 

people of Israel, 'Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.'" 
10

 
And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 
they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in 
the cloud. 

11
 And the LORD said to Moses, 

12
 "I have heard the grumbling of the 

people of Israel. Say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.'"  
  
13

 In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning dew lay 
around the camp. 

14
 And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the 

wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 
15

 When the people 
of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what 
it was. And Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 
16

 This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Gather of it, each one of you, as much 
as he can eat. You shall each take an omer, according to the number of the 
persons that each of you has in his tent.'" 

17
 And the people of Israel did so. They 

gathered, some more, some less. 
18

 But when they measured it with an omer, 
whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no 
lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat.... 
  
...

31
 Now the house of Israel called its name manna. It was like coriander seed, 

white, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 
32

 Moses said, "This is 
what the LORD has commanded: 'Let an omer of it be kept throughout your 
generations, so that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, 
when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.'" 

33
 And Moses said to Aaron, "Take a 

jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the LORD to be kept 
throughout your generations." 

34
 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron 



placed it before the testimony to be kept. 
35

 The people of Israel ate the manna 
forty years, till they came to a habitable land. They ate the manna till they came to 
the border of the land of Canaan. 

36
 (An omer is the tenth part of an ephah.) 

  

The Israelites called God’s provision in the wilderness on their pilgrim path 
“Manna” (meaning “What is it?”).  Jesus tells us all what “it” is- -it is Him!  It 
is His person and His life given for those the Father draws to himself.  
Here in John 6, the crowds asks Jesus to give them bread from heaven, 
like the manna (John 6:31-35), but what Jesus offers to them is Himself. 
  

In John 6:41, the Jews grumble, or literally "murmur" because Jesus says 
he is the bread that came down from heaven. 
  
John 6:41 So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, "I am the bread that 
came down from heaven." 
  

As the unbelieving Israelites were not satisfied by God's provision in the 
Old Covenant, so the unbelieving Jews were not satisfied with God's 
provision of Jesus in the New Covenant.  As the unbelieving Israelites 
murmured about God's provision of manna in the Old Covenant, so the 
unbelieving Jews murmured about God's provision of Jesus in the New 
Covenant! 
  

As the Israelites murmured about God's provision of manna, so 
many times we murmur at God's provision of manna in Jesus, 

because he doesn't always do what we want him to do! 
  

Jesus says to them that this bread from heaven was not meant as an end 
in and of itself, but as a picture or type of the Heavenly Bread sent from 
God that would come.  That Heavenly Bread sent by God to those who 
believe was Himself and this would provide spiritually all the substance, 
sustenance, and satisfaction, or LIFE that they would ever need! 
  
Psalm 78:23-24: ...God commanded the skies above and opened the doors of heaven,

 

and he rained down on them manna to eat and gave them the grain of heaven. 
 
Jesus says: “I AM the Bread of Life (vv. 35-36). Jesus is saying that he is 
our ultimate and abundant spiritual provision.  As the manna came down 
from heaven to feed God's people in the Old Covenant, so Jesus has 
come down to lay down his life for all who believe and come to him and 
give to them life eternal so that they would never perish.  The "WORD 
became flesh" and dwelt among us, and as disciples we must be more 
than "fair-weathered" followers who follow Jesus only when we are getting 
our physical bread!   
  

We must learn by his grace to be disciples who are "faithful" 
followers who know that only in Jesus will we find our ultimate 

satisfaction which is ETERNAL LIFE! 



  

Even when Jesus is tempted, the Evil One tries to throw him off the pilgrim 
path set by the Father, by tempting Jesus with mere physical bread.  But 
Jesus responds according to Deuteronomy 8 and says: "Man does not live 
on bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of God's mouth" 
(Matt. 4:1-4).  
  

It is not that the physical bread is bad, but that it can be a hindrance to our 
full and faithful discipleship.  If Jesus denies us the "bread" of our so-
called "needs" in any form, we are so quick to deny him rather than 
realizing that the only thing we truly need IS HIM, because He is the Bread 
of Life! 
  

The Manna, or the 'What is it?' in the wilderness was heavenly food that 
was spiritually provision, provision sent from the Father's hand, for the 
Israelites on their pilgrim path, and it was eaten in the powerful presence 
of God.  Jesus is saying "I AM that Heavenly Bread!"  "I AM 'What is it?'"  
Or, another way to say it, Jesus is saying,   
  

"It is not 'What is it?'- -but 'WHO is it?'  
- -that should be your question!-  - 

How did the Manna point forward to Christ?" 
  
Jesus says: "I AM the Bread of Life.  Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and are dead - -"they died" (John 6:49).  This is the bread 
which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die.  I AM 
the living bread which came down from heaven.  If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which 
I shall give for the life of the world." (John 6:48-51) 
 

"It God Weird!" 

In order to fully understand what Jesus is saying about being our spiritual 
substance, sustenance, and satisfaction as faithful followers of Jesus, is 
by coming to the Father and being taught by him (vv. 37-51).  The only 
way any human being can accept any of Jesus' teachings and instruction 
is IF the Father who sent Jesus draws him (John 6:37-44).  Otherwise, 
these words cannot be heard, and Jesus will not be seen.  He is heard 
and seen with ears that can hear and eyes of faith as he is held out to our 
faith in the Word of God and in the Lord's Supper (Romans 10:17; 1 Cor. 
11:22ff). 
  

As John Calvin wrote in his Commentary on the Gospel of John: "For faith 
does not look at Christ only as at a distance, but embraces him, that he 
may become ours and may dwell in us.  It causes us to be incorporated 
with him, to have life in common with him, and, in short,  
  



to become one with him (John 17:21).   
  

It is therefore true that by faith alone we eat Christ, provided we also 
understand in what manner faith unites us to him." 
 
Jesus has taught the people that to come to him and believe upon Him is 
to have eternal life and with that all that they will ever need in Him.  Jesus 
then explains in metaphorical terms what this means to be united to him 
and to partake in his life and to experience resurrection one day in Him 
(John 6:35-40)  In the estimation of the people that day, “It God weird!” 
(vv. 52-59), because they did not have ears to hear and eyes to see.  
What does it mean that Jesus’ body and blood is “real food”?   
  

It means that what is represented in Jesus’ life for us, and death for us, is 
the real food and spiritual provision the world needs: 
  
We need forgiveness of sins.  We have that in Jesus the One sent down 
from heaven to forgive those who will believe and come to him by faith. 
  

We need spiritual cleansing.  We have that in Jesus the One sent down 
from heaven who will give us life and teach and instruct us by His Word 
and Spirit to purify our hearts and to learn to desire only Him! 
  

We need a payment for our sins (atonement).  We have that in Jesus 
the One sent down from heaven who will give his life for all those in the 
world who will believe (both Jews and Gentiles!).  Jesus has come to lay 
his life down for all those the Father has given to him (John 6:40-44). 
  

We need the means by which Jesus spiritually encourages us and 
provides us along our pilgrim path to the Promised Land!  We have 
that in Jesus the One sent down from Heaven who gives to us His Word 
and the Lord's Supper! 
  

All of these benefits we receive by faith when we are united to Jesus 
Christ: forgiveness of sins, spiritual cleansings, payment for our sins 
(atonement), and the means of grace all because of the truth of what 
Jesus says: "The bread which I shall give is my flesh."  Calvin comments 
on how Jesus' flesh communicates God's glorious grace in his wonderful 
exegesis of this passage from John 6 (read slowly and carefully his 
words): 
  
"...As the Word of God is the fountain of life, (John 1:4), so his flesh, as a channel, 
conveys to us that life which dwells intrinsically, as we say, in his Divinity.  And in this 
sense it is called life-giving, because it conveys to us that life which it borrows for us from 
another quarter. 
  



This will not be difficult for us to understand, if we consider what is the cause of life, 
namely, righteousness.  And though righteousness flows from God alone, still we shall 
not attain the full manifestation of it anywhere else than in the flesh of Christ; for in it was 
accomplished the redemption of man, in it a sacrifice was offered to atone for sins, and 
an obedience yielded to God, to reconcile him to us; it was also filled with the 
sanctification of the Spirit, and at length, having vanquished death, it was received into 
the heavenly glory. 
  
It follows, therefore, that all the parts of life have been placed in it, that no man may have 
reason to complain that he is deprived of life, as if it were placed in concealment, or at a 
distance." 
  

 

Jesus' Body and Blood as Means of Grace 'GIVEN' For Us!  

Jesus abundantly and spiritually provides for all who believe the life in his 
flesh, but also invites us to partake in his body and blood, really and truly, 
yet spiritually as we sup on Him by faith in the Lord's Supper.   
  
As I tried to make clear above in the introduction, the people on the day of 
Christ's discourse in John 6, including the disciples would not have 
understood Jesus' words as referring to the Lord's Supper. And so the 
passage is primarily about "feeding upon Jesus by faith" and receiving 
spiritual substance, sustenance, and satisfaction in Him! 
  

However, as an important application for Christ's people today, what is 
revealed later in the institution of the Lord's Supper as Jesus draws near 
to the cross (Matthew 26; Luke 22) is explained in detail here in this 
passage.  For what the Lord's Supper is for us today is revealed in this 
passage.  The Lord's Supper represents the means of grace Jesus has 
provided spiritually to feed and nourish his people! 
  

The Lord's Supper represents in picture form, and as a symbol what it 
means to be united to Jesus Christ by faith and to feed upon him daily as 
His people.  It is not a mere representation, but also a means whereby 
spiritually Jesus communicates more of his life to those united to him by 
faith. 
 
How is the grace communicated through the Lord's Supper?  The means 
of grace in the sacrament- -is simply feeding on Jesus by faith!  When 
Jesus says that his body is "real food" and his blood "real drink" he was 
talking about how we feed upon him by faith.   
  

As we learned in the last study about Jesus' abundant provision of 
physical needs, and powerful presence on our pilgrim path, today we are 
reminded of Jesus' abundant provision of our spiritual needs, and his 
powerful presence in the Lord's Supper to encourage us toward 
perseverance on the pilgrim path.   
  



Concerning Jesus' spiritual, yet true and real presence, let us look at an 
excellent Biblical-Theological summary found in the Westminster 
Confession of Faith (this Confession of Faith was prayerfully and 
masterfully written by over 140 divines/pastors, that took place over a 
period of 7 years!  Read it, it is worth your time and memorization and will 
help you to understand the big picture of Scripture). 
 
Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 29 section 7 says:  "Worthy receivers, 
outwardly partaking of the visible elements, in this sacrament, do then also, inwardly by 
faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corporally but spiritually, receive, and feed 
upon, Christ crucified, and all benefits of His death: the body and blood of Christ being 
then, not corporally or carnally, in, with, or under the bread and wine; yet, as really, but 
spiritually, present to the faith of believers in that ordinance, as the elements themselves 
are to their outward senses." 
  

We partake on our pilgrim path of Jesus' abundant spiritual 
provision and we sup in His powerful presence as he spiritually lifts 

us up to heaven by faith in order to sup with him in the celebration of 
the Lord's Supper! 

  

Before we look at how we feed upon Jesus Christ in the Lord's Supper by 
faith, let us look at a few erroneous teachings concerning this that we 
must seek to avoid and understand more biblically.  It is clear from John 6 
that not everyone who merely "feeds upon Jesus' flesh" and "drinks his 
blood" in the Lord's Supper are those who are Christians.   
  

Rather, it is clear from John 6 that everyone who comes to Jesus and 
believes him Him will be raised up on the Last Day who are Christians, 
and so Jesus invites those of faith in him to feed upon his flesh and to 
drink his blood so that they might persevere by his grace. 
  

The Lord's Supper is not "Transubstantiated"... 
Our Roman Catholic friends falsely teach that the bread and wine is 
"transubstantiated" in the celebration of the Lord's Supper, or what they 
call "The Mass" (and Roman Catholics have falsely taught this historically, 
particularly since Lombard in the 9th century and clearly defined by 
Aquinas in the 13th century).   
  

Transubstantiation means that when the priest blesses the bread and 
wine, although it doesn't outwardly change in appearance (or 
"accidents").  It really and truly has changed in substance (or "essence").  
This means that every time the Mass, or the Lord's Supper is offered to 
the people, Jesus is sacrificed an the bread and wine actually become the 
body and blood of the Lord.   
  



The most recently published Roman Catholic Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches this erroneous doctrine in Part 2, Section 2, Chapter 1, 
Article V: 
  
"1376 The Council of Trent summarizes the Catholic faith by declaring: "Because Christ 
our Redeemer said that it was truly his body that he was offering under the species of 
bread, it has always been the conviction of the Church of God, and this holy Council now 
declares again, that by the consecration of the bread and wine there takes place a 
change of the whole substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ our 
Lord and of the whole substance of the wine into the substance of his blood. This change 
the holy Catholic Church has fittingly and properly called transubstantiation." 
  

When the "Mass" or the Lord's Supper is received by the people, Roman 
Catholics believe that the elements actually have power in and of 
themselves, regardless of the person receiving them.  In other words, the 
receiving is automatic (a phrase in Latin is used: "ex opere operato" which 
means from the work, that is the sacrifice of the Mass, it works!).  This is 
contrary to Scripture, and a misunderstanding of Christ's once and for all 
sacrifice as Hebrews 7:25-28 teaches: 
  
Hebrews 7:25-28: Consequently, [Jesus] is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

26 
For it 

was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 

27 
He has no need, like those 

high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, 
since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 

28 
For the law appoints men in 

their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, 
appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 
  

Jesus has been sacrificed once and for all for sin and his people are 
called to partake in his body and blood really and truly, yet spiritually -- by 
faith, discerning the body and blood of the LORD (1 Cor. 11:18ff).  Even 
when our Roman Catholic friends argue that this "sacrifice of the Mass" 
was the teaching of the early church, we only need to turn to Augustine in 
the 5th century to see that the Mass was a later perversion of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the Medieval period. 
  

The word the early Church Father's used was "sacrifice", referring to the 
Lord's Supper, but the "sacrifice" was intended to explain what the Lord's 
Supper pointed back to as in "Do this in remembrance of me."  Listen to 
Augustine himself on this: 
  
"The Hebrews in the animal victims which they offered to God celebrated a prophecy of 
the future victim which Christ offered; the Christians, by the most holy offering and 
partaking of the body of Christ, celebrate the remembrance of a sacrifice already made" 
('Against Faustus, XX.18).  In many passages, Augustine interprets the Lord's Supper 
NOT as a sacrifice, but as a sacrifice of praise and celebration of Christians.  Here is 
more from Augustine, proving that for Augustine (as well as other teachers in the early 
church), the Lord's Supper was not a sacrifice: 
  



"In a sacrifice four things are to be considered- - to whom offered, by whom, what is 
offered, and for whom.  Accordingly, that same one true Mediator, reconciling us to God 
through the sacrifice of peace, remains one with him to whom he has offered; has made 
those for whom he offered one in himself; is himself, both he who has offered and what 
he has offered, one." ('On the Trinity', Book 4, Chapter 24). 
  

The early Church did not teach that the Lord's Supper was a sacrifice, 
neither does the Bible teach this, and so this kind of  understanding of 
Jesus as the "Bread of Life" and what it means to "feed upon Jesus and 
drink his blood" must be avoided by all who call themselves 'Christian'. 
(Read more on this from Calvin's "Institutes of the Christian Religion", 
Book IV, Chapter 18). 
  

The Lord's Supper is not "In, With, and Under"... 
Some in the history of the Church have thought that the presence of the 
Lord is "in, with and under" the bread and wine in the supper.  Martin 
Luther taught this during the Reformation and is still held by some of our 
Lutheran friends today (this was the only doctrine that prevented unity 
between the Lutherans and the Reformed folks in the Reformation of the 
16th century.  This sad moment of disappointing disunity between 
Lutherans and Reformed folks happened at the Colloquy of Marburg' in 
1529. 
  

Martin Luther taught that Jesus was present "in, with and under" the bread 
and wine because of a "communication of attributes".  He taught that 
Jesus was in a glorified body at the right hand of the Father, but that 
spiritually, his human body could be in more than one place -- it could be 
omnipresent through a communication of his divine attributes. 
  

However, John Calvin taught, and I think rightly, that Jesus' human body 
was a real and true glorified human body, and therefore it had locality.   
  

Jesus' glorified human body was locally present at the Father's right 
hand, and therefore in order to be a true and real human body, it 

could not by nature be omniscient. 
  

The Lord's Supper is not a "Mere Memorial"... 
The Lord's Supper is a memorial, but not merely a memorial.  When Jesus 
says: "This is my Body... and Blood", he means it, but he means that 
spiritually it is his body and blood.  We are to remember Christ's death 
until he comes (Luke 22 and 1 Corinthians 11:22ff), but it is a spiritual 
"eating" or "feast" whereby Christ communicates his life and grace to his 
people.   
  



This is why the Apostle Paul teaches that their is blessing, or life given to 
those who worthily receive it by faith, and a blessing, or death-curse for 
those who unworthily receive it- -apart from faith. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-30: For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 

24 
and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me." 

25 
In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me." 

26 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 

you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
27 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread 
or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the 
body and blood of the Lord. 

28 
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup. 
29 

For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning 
the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

30 
That is why many of you are weak 

and ill, and some have died. 

If the Lord's Supper was a mere memorial, then there would be no life or 
death communicated, and therefore would be a bare ceremony of 
remembrance, rather than a spiritual event whereby Christ's people are 
fed and nourished by faith in the spiritual food. 
  

"The Lord's Supper is Unimportant!" 

 
A final group of well-meaning people today, who even call themselves 
'Christians' think that the Lord's Supper is unimportant.  Now they may not 
come out and say it this way, but in their attempt to become more like 
Christ, or more "spiritual", they seek every other means BUT THE 
MEANS, that Christ has provided for his people. 
There are some Christians today who think that having daily devotions, 
reading the latest spiritual book, such as 'The Prayer of Jabez', feeling a 
certain way in worship and prayer, or other such means "of grace" is much 
more important than the two main means (Word and Sacraments) that 
Jesus has given to his people.  Some people today don't "feel" as much in 
the Lord's Supper, but they "feel more spiritual" when singing praise 
songs, hymns, or spiritual songs, or in their daily devotions, or in a small 
group Bible study. 
  

All of these other things listed above can be good in and of themselves, 
but they should never be a replacement for the preaching of the Word of 
God and the Lord's Supper (We should also remember never to place a 
priority on our feelings, or "what we feel", but rather what we THINK and 
KNOW and UNDERSTAND- - God says my people perish for lack of 
knowledge, not lack of feeling! -Hosea 4:6; Romans 10:1-6). 
  

We need to appreciate the Lord's Supper as an extremely large part of 
how we are conformed into Christ's image.  In a day where the Lord's 
Supper is at best a mere memorial, or worst a forgotten and "out-dated" 



spiritual exercise for modern people, we need to remind ourselves as well 
as Christians all around us of this great privilege we have! 
  

As a people united together in Jesus Christ, we want to always remember 
the two most important means Jesus has given us in the Word of God and 
the Lord's Supper to make us more spiritual conform us to His likeness!  In 
many of today's evangelical churches spirituality seems to be sought in 
everything BUT the preaching of the Word and the Lord's Supper, and this 
is not good. 
  

Perhaps it is because some think of the Lord's Supper as a mere 
memorial.  While it is a memorial of Christ's death for our sins ("Do this in 
remembrance of me"), it is also "manna in the desert" that really feeds and 
nourishes us in Christ.  When we receive it by faith, it is like the living and 
active Word of God- - it blesses us!  Praise be to God!  
 

There is nothing magic or automatic that happens when we take the Lord's 
Supper.  The Spirit of God does communicate grace and strength to us as 
we receive the elements by faith, but this is not automatic.  We received 
the grace and strength by faith.  I compare it with the Word of God.  Christ 
has given us the written word to strengthen us by His grace.  When we 
receive the verbal Word of God by faith, we are enabled to live more for 
Christ.  Christ has also given to us the Visible Word in the Lord's Supper.  
We receive this by faith and we are strengthened. 
  

The Lord's Supper IS Really and Truly, Yet a Spiritual 
Partaking of Jesus' Body and Blood by Faith. 
Both the Roman Catholics and Luther thought that the only way we could 
feed upon Christ and drink his blood was if Christ's presence was actually 
in the bread and the wine.  John Calvin masterfully reminds us according 
to Scripture that the Holy Spirit unites us spiritually, yet really and truly to 
Jesus (John 15:1ff- "I AM the Vine, you are the branches...if you remain in 
me and I in you...").   
  
Therefore, the presence of Christ can be really and truly, yet spiritually in 
the bread and wine, and Jesus Christ, the glorified man can stay at God's 
right hand.  The Holy Spirit will take his people up to Him by faith, rather 
than our attempt at bringing him down (cf. Romans 10:7-17 concerning the 
Word of God as well). 
  
John Calvin taught this concerning how Jesus is present in the Lord's 
Supper and received by us, by faith alone: 
  
"...Greatly mistaken are those who conceive no presence of flesh in the Supper unless it 
lies in the bread.  For thus they leave nothing to the secret working of the Spirit, which 
unites Christ himself to us.  To them Christ does not seem present unless he comes 



down to us.  As though, if he should lift us to himself, we should not just as much enjoy 
his presence! 
  
The question is therefore only of the manner, for they place Christ in the bread, while we 
do not think it lawful for us to drag him from heaven.  Let our readers decide which is 
more correct.  Only away with that foolishness that Christ is removed from his Supper 
unless he lies hidden under the covering of the bread!  For since this mystery is 
heavenly, there is no need to draw Christ to earth that he may be joined to us" [my 
emphasis, 'Institutes of the Christian Religion', Book IV.Chapter 18, section 31). 
  
 
 

"Through Ink and Paper, Water and Wine, Jesus Makes Me 
Like HIM!"  

Christ sets apart ink and paper to give us his Verbal Word, he also sets 
apart plain bread and wine to give us his Visible Word.  The written Word 
tells us of the death of Christ and the hope of sinners, the visible Word in 
the Lord's Supper shows to us the death of Christ and the hope of 
sinners!  Praise the LORD! 
 

So, every time you get the opportunity and privilege to partake at Jesus' 
table or to hear his Word preached RUN- - don't walk- - but RUN to the 
opportunity and receive both the Lord's Supper and the Word of God by 
faith that will encourage your dry and weary, hungry and thirsty souls. 
  

In the Lord's Supper you will understand truly what it means to be united 
to Jesus Christ by faith and what it means to feed upon him for your all as 
John 6 teaches.  You also have the privilege of taking part in this 
celebration that appeals to all of our senses as the people of God.  Jesus 
is held out to us by faith as we eat and drink upon Jesus by seeing it with 
our eyes, tasting it with our mouths, hearing it with our hears, smelling it 
with our noses, and feeling it with our hands. 
  

Because of the Lord's Supper, we can truly "Taste and See that the 
LORD is good!" And be reminded that "Blessed is he who takes his 

refuge in him! 
  

John Calvin says commenting on John 6:  
  
"[In John 6:53ff, Jesus] declares His flesh the food of my soul, and His 
blood my drink.  I offer my soul to him to be fed with such food.  In his 
Sacred Supper he bids me take, eat, and drink his body and blood under 
the symbols of bread and wine.  I do not doubt that he himself truly 
presents them, and that I receive them." [emphasis mine]. 
   

 



Next Week: Jesus and the So-Called 'Seekers' of the Church 
Growth Movement- John 6:60-71 

  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

  
"Reformation has always been a step-by-step process, and it must necessarily be such.  
Zealots would attempt to achieve everything at one fell swoop, but they only smash their 
head against a stone wall.  God works by historical process--a gradual, continuous 
process-- and we must conform to God's way of working."-J.G. Vos, in A Call to 
Reformation 
  
Pastor Charles R. Biggs 
Ketoctin Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Post Office Box 628 
Round Hill, VA 20142-0628 
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www.APlaceforTruth.org 
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GROWTH MOVEMENT" 
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Introduction 

"How do we reach the lost with the gospel?"  "How should we biblically 
attempt to grow and mature as a congregation in Christ?"  These are 
questions every congregation of Christ's disciples ought to be asking 
themselves.  We desire to reach the lost, we desire to biblically grow and 
mature (the emphasis is on growth and maturity- - quantity and quality!).   
  

All Christian Churches should have a Biblical understanding of not 
only HOW they are to reach the lost and seek to grow, but an 

understanding of WHO they are trying to reach with the good news 
of the gospel! 
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Until Jesus returns there will be a temptation of changing the message of 
the gospel, or the methodology of presenting the gospel in order to bring 
more people within the Church.  In recent times, there has been a trend 
for congregations to seek after more and more people to fill the pews for 
church services on Sunday mornings.   
  
In some attempts at large growth, churches face a temptation of changing 
the HOW of evangelism (methodology: How we reach the lost) because of 
a great misunderstanding of the WHO of evangelism (theology: Who we 
are reaching).  C. Peter Wagner, a contemporary leader of the Church 
Growth Movement says regarding theology: "Church growth principles 
have intentionally been kept as atheological as possible, on the 
assumption that they can be adapted to fit into virtually any systematic 
theological tradition." 
  
But we must never forget the HOW that Jesus has taught us, as well as 
the WHO who will respond as our passage in John 6:60-71 teaches us.  
Oftentimes, the people who are invited and sought after are called 
"seekers" by those who desperately want to grow large congregations.  
These so-called "seekers" are those who supposedly are not entirely 
offended by Jesus, but just want to know and understand Jesus in their 
own way- - and in their own time.  Let's read our passage from John 6:53-
71, then consider Jesus and the "Seekers" of the Church Growth 
Movement. 
  

John 6:53-71 
John 6:53-71: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54 

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood 

has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
55 

For my flesh is true food, and my 

blood is true drink. 
56 

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in 

him. 
57 

As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, 

he also will live because of me. 
58 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the 

fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever." 
  
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?" 
61

 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, 

"Do you take offense at this? 
62

 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 

where he was before? 
63

 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that 

I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 
64

 But there are some of you who do not believe." 

(For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who 

would betray him.) 
65

 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 

it is granted him by the Father." 
66

 After this many of his disciples turned back and no 

longer walked with him. 
67

 So Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" 
68

 

Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 
69

 and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God." 
70

 Jesus 

answered them, "Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And yet one of you is a devil." 
71

 He 

spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, was going to betray him. 
  

"Seeker-Sensitive" or "Sinner-Sensitive"? 



The congregations and churches spoken of in the introduction are 
those who seek so-called "seekers", and are often called "seeker-
sensitive" churches.  These congregations in an effort to attract these so-
called "seekers" cater to the whims of they "audience" by changing the 
worship of the living God to be more attractive to them. They have a 
misunderstanding of worship as something primarily for man, rather than 
from God, and commanded by him.  
  
The "seeker-sensitive" churches want to aim at only preaching on certain 
topics that will be "practical" or "helpful" to the so-called seekers.  These 
churches will change the method of preaching, even the message 
sometimes if a certain portion of the Word of God is perceived to be 
"outdated" or "old fashioned" or "unpopular".  Such as a topic on "sin", or a 
topic such as "feeding on Jesus and drinking his blood" found in John 6!   
  
In many ways, in an attempt at growing larger as congregations, these 
churches will define the HOW of evangelism and think of the WHO of the 
evangelistic attempt using marketing and business language, methods, 
and procedures. 
  
In an article in SMM: Sales & Marketing Management (March 2002), 
"Seeker churches" are defined as those who "try to appeal to the millions 
of adults who don't regularly attend church- - people who may harbor 
religious beliefs and feelings, but who are either intimidated by or simply 
turned off by churches.  Traditional churches normally just exist to serve 
the people who want to enter the door and adhere to the ways of the 
Bible.  Seeker churches would rather figure out ways to tailor their 
services and sermons to the needs of attendees." 
  
[Note: Now, what you want to understand is that this accurate definition of 
"seeker churches" above is from a secular marketing magazine who we 
might think would be impressed by Christian Churches desiring to market 
the gospel.  Yet this magazine gives the impression, as many other people 
outside the church today, that something is wrong with this kind of appeal.  
It is ironic that even the world knows a worldly attempt at being Church to 
the world.  Even a secular magazine can pick up on this and judge that it 
is not entirely faithful to Jesus and Scripture.] 
  

Evangelism is Commanded, Change is Not! 

Merely seeking to grow large congregations and judging the success of a 
ministry based merely on numbers is contrary to what Jesus teaches very 
clearly here in our passage from John 6 today.  In fact, Jesus would have 
been considered a failure according to the mindset of "seeker-sensitive" 
churches and "church growth" experts.   
  



Many disciples ceased to follow Jesus because of His preaching (John 
6:66)!  Apparently Jesus' methodology of preaching and the theology of 
his preaching was not only contrary to the ideas of the culture, but they 
were offensively irrelevant to them!   
  
Now don't misunderstand me, we should seek the lost!  We should preach 
the gospel to all who come to hear the message.   
  
We are commanded to go into the world and preach the gospel, baptizing 
disciples in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, but we must 
remember that we are to be teaching them to obey (or "observe") ALL 
THINGS that I have commanded you! (Matthew 28:18-20). 
  

We should teach Jesus' disciples to observe ALL THINGS He has 
commanded, but we should never seek to adjust or change the 

message of the gospel for the lost,  
neither attempt to cater to what sinners desire over what Jesus 

commands us to do. 
  
And this is exactly what churches are doing when they seek to satisfy so-
called seekers, rather than to preach the Word and to be faithful to the 
hard and demanding gospel of Jesus Christ.   
  
We should also realize something important as we look at this passage.  If 
the truth of the gospel is difficult and hard, and only those the Father 
draws to himself and regenerates by his Spirit will hear and obey, then 
most of the advice that so-called "seekers" and sinners who are 
"unchurched" give on surveys telling what they truly need in a worship 
service is wrong and should be discounted in the light of the clear teaching 
of Jesus.   
  
If the majority of the people (could have been over 5000 people, John 6:1-
18) thought Jesus' words were hard and difficult when he was teaching the 
crowds in the flesh, they will find our words hard and difficult as well!  Yet 
we must remind ourselves that these are the words Jesus gives to his 
people to change hearts and lives by the power of the Holy Spirit and to 
bring his sheep into the Kingdom! 
  
We need to be careful about seeking to save the lost in any other way 
than the way Jesus has clearly taught us: Through his powerful word that 
is oftentimes perceived and received as scandalous, hard and difficult to 
hear for those who do not have hearts ready to hear and receive!  
According to this passage in John 6, there are no seekers!  Only God 
seeking after, by His Preached Word, those who will believe upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 
  



We must be "sinner-sensitive" rather than "seeker-sensitive"! 
  

I. Seekers Can't- - "It's Mission Impossible!" 

John 6:37, 44-46 
It's about inability- - it's about unbelief in Jesus.  The doctrine of 'Total Depravity' 

taught in the Reformation of the 16th century and fully received by Reformed 

churches as biblical at the Synod of Dort in 1618, teaches that man has an 

inability to come to the cross in order to be saved.  Until man has been acted upon 

by the Sovereign Holy Spirit of God, he can neither see, nor enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven (as we learned in our study on John 3). 

  

Many today deny this important Biblical truth.  Some in our churches today think 

that men and women are "basically good" and just need a little budge to help them 

to come into church and to be saved.  David Jordan Allen, a "Church Growth 

Expert" and marketing director for Family Christian Center in Munster, Indiana, 

says: 

  

"Getting a flyer [about our church] at Burger King can matter drastically in 

reaching people who are searching for God but haven't really had anybody to give 

them direction." 

  

But we must remember that they need more than  

a budge and a Burger King flyer,  

they need a resurrection from the dead  

that comes through the preaching of the Word! 
  

Richard Anderson, a former managed-care executive at Willow Creek 

Community Church in South Barrington, Illinois, which was one of the founding 

churches of the "Church Growth Movement" during our times, claims over 

17,000 attendees each weekend at six services.  Mr. Anderson says that the secret 

to their "seeker-sensitive success" has been because the church lures seekers with 

cutting-edge music and drama, a focus on real-world issues during services (as 

opposed to the traditional biblical verses and hymns), and a menu of hundreds of 

weekday programs ranging from divorce recovery workshops to sports leagues. 

  

He goes on to say: "Just as in the marketplace you think of products and services 

that people need, and how you create that need to some extent we're looking at 

and recognizing spiritual needs that people have...our idea is to have a culturally 

relevant church that uses all forms of the arts...to be able to answer spiritual needs 

so people would feel it's relevant." 

  

The Relevance of Irrelevance 

The problem with this quotation above is that in seeking to be relevant and 

avoiding the priority of preaching in the worship service, the church itself 

becomes irrelevant in the use of the means through which God calls sinners to 



himself.  We would all do well to remember the brilliant insights of Dr. David 

Wells in his landmark book 'No Place for Truth: Or, Whatever Happened to 

Evangelical Theology?'.  He writes: 

  

"The emptiness of evangelical faith without theology echoes the emptiness of 

modern life.  Both have elected to cross over into a world in which God has no 

place, in which reality has been rewritten, in which Christ has become redundant, 

his Word irrelevant, and the Church must find new reasons for its existence.... 

  

"If the Church can begin to find a place for theology by refocusing itself on the 

centrality of God, if it can rest upon his sufficiency, if it can recover its moral 

fiber, then it will have something to say to a world now drowning in modernity.  

And there lies a great irony.   

  

Those who are most relevant to the modern world are those most irrelevant to 

the moral purpose of God, but those who are irrelevant in the world by virtue of 

their relevance to God actually have the most to say to the world.   

  

They are, in fact, the only ones who have anything to say to it.  That is what Jesus 

declared, what the Church in its best moments has known, and what we, by the 

grace of God, can yet again rediscover [emphasis mine]." 

  

So-called sinful "seekers" do not know what they truly need, as these verses in 

John 6 remind us.   

  

Rather, the Word of God explains to us what we truly need and this is found in 

Jesus alone.  If we would seek to be relevant in the eyes of the world, we will lose 

our relevance in the eyes of Christ because we have removed from our services 

the means by which he has ordained to reach the lost- -the preaching of His 

Word! 

  

We should always remember the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 1- -

that preaching is foolishness and will always be culturally irrelevant to the 

world, the flesh, and the devil! 
  
1 Corinthians 1:18-25: For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19

 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of 

the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
20

 Where is the one who is 

wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? 
21

 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who 

believe. 
22

 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23

 but we preach Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24

 but to those who are called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25

 For the foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
  

"All, or Nothing at All!" 



In John 6, Jesus clearly tells the crowds through his Word and preaching that no 

one will believe upon him or seek Him unless the Sovereign Father intervenes by 

His grace.  It is through the preaching of the Word of God that this grace of God 

in Jesus is made known, but only through God's work through the Spirit and Word 

will men seek after Jesus. 

John 6:37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out. 

John 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. 

These two verses teach some important truths that we should notice: 1) 
The Father gives to Jesus certain people; 2) Those the Father gives to 
Jesus comes to him; 3) Those who come to Jesus, he will never cast out.  
4) No one can come to Jesus unless the Father draws him; 5) That person 
the Father draws, will be raised up (resurrected) on the last day.  It is 
important to notice that the means by which the person is given and drawn 
is through Jesus' words, his sermon, the proclamation he is making to all 
those who can hear him.   

And so preaching is still the means by which God calls the lost to himself.  
But what happens when churches water down, or stop altogether the 
preaching of the Word in order to reach so-called seekers?   

After Jesus' followers told him that what he was saying was too hard and 
even scandalous to their ears, Jesus reminds them of what he has already 
said earlier in his sermon: 

John 6:65 And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come 
to me unless it is granted him by the Father." 

It is truly "Mission Impossible" without the sovereign and glorious work of God's 

Spirit making all things possible! 

  

II. Seekers Won't- - "It's Scandalous!" 

John 6:60-62 
It's about refusal to listen and believe the Word of Jesus. 

  
John 6:60-61: When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who 

can listen to it?"
 
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, 

said to them, "Do you take offense at this?  
  

The reason so-called seekers won't, or will not believe is because it is too much 

for them without faith.  In fact it is literally "scandalous".  Notice in John 6:61, 



Jesus says, knowing that the disciples were grumbling (murmuring, John 6:41ff) 

about what he said, asks:  

"Do you take offense at this?"   

  

The word translated "offense" is the Greek word 'scandalon'.  Literally, those who 

are unbelievers are scandalized by Jesus' words.  This is the offense of the cross 

that the Apostle Peter writes about: 

  
1 Peter 2:7-9: So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The 

stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 
8
 and "A stone of stumbling, 

and a rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined 

to do.  
  

This is also the "scandalous" offense of the cross, the Apostle Paul writes about in 

1 Corinthians in the section where he is teaching the power of preaching: 

  
1 Corinthians 1:22-24: For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 

23
 but we preach 

Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24

 but to those who are 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
  

Unbelieving people cannot hear or appreciate the words of Jesus, because they are 

"stumbling blocks" for them.  Unbelief cannot understand the things of God (1 

Cor. 2:6-14).  Jesus' words are spirit and life and therefore mere flesh cannot 

interpret them (John 6:61-63).  Jesus says it this way in our passage: 

  
John 6:63b-65: "...The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 

64
 But there are 

some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who 

did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 
65

 And he said, "This is why I told 

you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father." 
  

The words of Jesus will be scandalous to the so-called seeker's ears!  Scandalous 

to think of Jesus as the only Savior; Scandalous to think of Jesus' death being the 

only satisfaction of the Father's wrath; Scandalous to think of Jesus as the 

complete and abundant substance, sustenance, and satisfaction of their lives and 

to find in him their true bread and true drink in his body and blood. 

  

I think some might have an unbiblical misconception about so-called seekers.   

  

It might be easy for some of these congregations who desire to minister to so-

called seekers to forget that these are people who want their own will to be done- 

- not Christ's will.  These are people who want what they want regardless if it is 

biblical or not.  How can we possibly as Christians, either theologically or 

methodologically, seek to reach the lost apart from the means by which God 

ordains to call them- - through the preaching of the word?! 

  

But wait a minute.  What do so-called "seekers" actually seek according to 

Scripture? 

  



What do so-called "Seekers" - -Seek?  

Jesus says in Matthew 6:32-34 (also Luke 12) , that so-called "seekers" seek after 

anxiously what they need to survive (food, drink, clothes and shelter) -- but not 

the Kingdom of God.  Mark 8 says so-called "seekers" seek signs (just like here in 

John 6), but Jesus says they will not believe the One to whom the signs point- - 

Himself.  (They are in reality seeking signs to test him.)  Mark 11 says the so-

called "seekers" are seeking to kill Jesus because he is influencing the crowds.  

Luke 13 says many will seek to enter the narrow door, but only through their own 

wills and so be left outside.  John 7 says the so-called "seekers" seek to kill Jesus 

for what he says! 

  

Of the many times the crowds are seeking Jesus in the gospels, it is to either see 

another sign to cause them to marvel and to satisfy their fancy!   
  

The majority of the times when the crowds are seeking Jesus is to have him 

arrested and killed!   

When the crowds, as well as the Jewish leaders do not get from Jesus what they 

want, they seek to have him killed!   

  

Including Judas.  Remember that Judas didn't get his way!  Judas is a true picture 

of a so-called "seeker", even as one of the Twelve disciples chosen (John 6:68-

71).  Jesus did not live up to his Messianic expectations, and did not do for him 

what Judas thought he should do for him, and he ended up betraying Jesus for just 

this reason (John 6:2, 14-15).  In other words, Judas the seeker became Judas the 

killer of Jesus when he didn't get his way! 

  

Who are the "Seekers" Really?! 

Today, many seek after signs in churches.  Some make treks around the world to 

see the latest gimmick and "sign" in Christian Churches whether it is barking, 

being drunk in the so-called Spirit, watching an evangelist with a "Holy Ghost 

machine gun" selling Jesus' healing powers, seeing charismatic healings and 

wonders, or a statue of Mary that weeps.   

  

Others who are too busy to make the trek are seeking to kill the Word of God in 

preaching.  They might not be able to put their hands on the glorified Christ, but 

they still want to kill the preaching of the Word that holds out for our faith the 

risen savior!  Men still seek to oppose the Almighty and His Word as Psalm 2 

teaches: 

  
Psalm 2:1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 

2
 The kings of the earth set 

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his anointed, 

saying, 
3
 "Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us." 

4
 He who sits in 

the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  
  

To whom are we appealing today when churches try to appeal to so-called 

"seekers"?  They are in reality seeking to cater to sinful, unbelieving, murderous, 



will-worshippers who want nothing more than their own way.  Are they ready to 

pick up their cross and follow Jesus?   

  

Are they ready to hear Jesus' word, no matter how hard and to repent in light of 

this Word?  Are they ready to die to self and live for Jesus?  These are the 

questions Jesus asks of the crowd!  Are they ready to feed on his body and drink 

his blood by coming to Him alone by faith? 

  

If we serve God and attempt to seek the lost and grow our congregations in any 

way other than Christ has commanded, we are being unfaithful him!  The world, 

the flesh and the Devil hate the preaching of the Word.  The world hates 

preaching because it convicts the world of sin in light of God's truth (John 16:5-

8); the flesh hates preaching because it convicts men of sin and causes them to 

look away from themselves to the Savior (1 John 2:15-18); the Devil hates 

preaching because it is the one Word that causes him to fall (Matthew 4:4-11; 

12:25-29)! 

  

As Martin Luther wrote of the power of the preached Word in 'A Mighty Fortress 

is Our God': 

  

And though this world, with devils filled, 

Should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear, for God hath willed 

His truth to triumph through us. 

The prince of darkness grim, 

We tremble not for him; 

His rage we can endure, 

For lo! his doom is sure; 

One little word shall fell him. 
  

If congregations seek to please the sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will 

worshippers, they will deprive the true sheep of the holy, the good, the truth, and 

the food and drink that they so desperately need to grow and mature- - Jesus 

Christ Himself held out in His Holy Word!  Those congregations that are full to 

capacity on Sunday mornings, yet fail to preach (at all!), or fail to preach the 

whole counsel of God, are unfaithful in their service to Jesus and are trying to 

reach the lost in a way other than the way Christ has directed them. 

  

Charles Spurgeon, the great 19th century Reformed Baptist preacher said 

once when he was confronting a form of "church growth" and a "seeker-sensitive" 

movement during his own time ("Down Grade Controversy in London, England):  

  

"[In our worship], we are to preach to the sheep of Jesus, not to seek to please 

the goats." 
  



Remember: Seekers may seek, but they don't seek God -- they seek after 

everything other than God revealed in Jesus Christ in the Scriptures! 

Romans 3:11-19: "None is righteous, no, not one; 
11

 no one understands; no one 
seeks for God. 

12
 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 

one does good, not even one." 
13

 "Their throat is an open grave; they use their 
tongues to deceive." "The venom of asps is under their lips." 

14
 "Their mouth is full 

of curses and bitterness." 
15

 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
16

 in their paths are 
ruin and misery, 

17
 and the way of peace they have not known." 

18
 "There is no fear 

of God before their eyes." 
19

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God.  

Maybe some of you thought I was being a bit harsh by describing so-
called "seekers" as sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers", but 
read carefully Romans 3:11-19 above and then think about it.  The Apostle 
Paul says that no one is righteous; no one understands; no one seeks 
God; they do not do good; their mouths are full of deceit and falsehoods 
and blasphemies; their feet are swift to shed blood or murder; and they 
know no peace!  It sounds like those who are not true disciples and 
followers of Christ are "sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers" 
according to this passage! 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is for "sinful, unbelieving, murderous, 
will-worshippers", but how will the sinful, unbelieving, murderous, 
will-worshippers know that they are sinful, unbelieving, murderous, 
will-worshippers without a preacher to hold out Christ as the only 

Savior of sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers?! 
(Romans 10:13-17) 

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ... 
but how they will hear HIM without a preacher? 

  
If sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers get their way 

apart from Scripture,  
they will inevitably go their own way as this passage in John 6 

proves! 
  

Who is Seeking Whom? 

Luke 19 says the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.  In John 4, Jesus 

is seeking to save a Samaritan woman at the well (who was not seeking after him) 

and tells her that God is seeking worshippers who will worship him in spirit and 

truth.   

  

Jesus is the only one seeking and he is seeking the lost through the preaching 

of His Word. 
  



We must be "sinner-sensitive" rather than "seeker-sensitive"! 
  

If God does the only true seeking, shouldn't we be seeking only to use the 

theology and methodology that God has commanded us to use? Shouldn't we 

preach the Word?!  Remember the important words of the Apostle Paul and what 

he says will happen in these days in which we all live since the resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus: 

  
ESV 

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge 

the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 
2 
preach the word; be ready 

in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching.  
  
3 
For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 
4 
and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
5 

As for you, always be sober-minded, 

endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
  

Part of the sober-mindedness, suffering, and work of an evangelist that the 

Apostle Paul speaks of in verse 5 above is staying true to preaching as the means 

by which God calls the lost to himself.  Because of verse 3, "people will not 

endure sound teaching...itching ears", the temptation is to do everything BUT 

preach the Word, because preaching will seem irrelevant and outdated.  Think 

about it! 

  

III. Disciples Can-  - by the Mercy of God! 

John 6:63-65 
It's about an ability given by God the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit "makes alive" 

while we are yet dead in trespasses and sins. 

  
Ephesians 2:4-7: But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, 
5
 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ- by grace 

you have been saved- 
6
 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus... 
  

Disciples know that Jesus' words can penetrate the heart and they know that these 

words can be difficult sometimes when calling for our repentance, yet disciples 

know that these are the only words of eternal life and the only means of true and 

permanent spiritual change for us!  Disciples long to be like Jesus! 

  

True disciples are those who have been raised from the dead, and now live a life 

feeding on Christ!  Those who are saved by God's Sovereign grace know that 

there was nothing they did in order to save themselves.  It was the pure mercy and 

favor of God as Ephesians 2:4 says: "God, who is rich in mercy made us alive in 

Christ while we were yet dead!" 

  

True disciples are those who know that they are not seekers by nature and never 

have been. True disciples know that they are sinful, unbelieving, murderous, 



will-worshippers by nature and need the power of the Word and Spirit to 

change them! 
  

True disciples know that the only reason why they seek after God now is because 

he came seeking after them through his Holy Word!  True and faithful disciples 

know that no one else will be called by God apart from His Word!  God calls His 

people to himself by holding out Christ as the only Savior for their sins in the 

gospel! 

  

Disciples who have believed upon Jesus, know that their faith, their belief was a 

gift of God as Ephesians 2:8-10, and therefore it was truly "amazing grace" that 

saved them, not of works so that no man can boast.  The Apostle Paul writes: 

  
Ephesians 2:8-10: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, 
9
 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

10
 For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them. 
  

Churches may grow larger in number and be filled to the brim every Sunday 

morning with so-called "seekers", but they will not be true disciples apart from 

the Word that challenges their failure to seek what is good, true, and 

praiseworthy, and apart from the Scriptures that reveal by the Spirit of God, that 

they are truly sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers in need of 

repentance! 

  

IV. Disciples Will-  - because Jesus Has the Word of Eternal 
Life! 

John 6:68-69 
It's about a willingness to know only Eternal Life and find it only in Jesus! 

  

Perhaps the saddest verse in the Bible: "From that time many of his disciples 

went back and walked with Him no more" (John 6:66). 

  

This extremely sad verse in Scripture teaches us that unbelief keeps so-called 

"seekers" from continuing to follow Jesus.  Jesus makes radical and demanding 

claims on our lives!  Those who do not truly hear Jesus' words, will not follow 

him.   

  

So why do some churches seek so-called 'seekers'.   
The so-called 'seekers' can't and won't so why not call those who can and will?   

  

Jesus does not do anything here in this passage, but preach the truth of His Word 

and then rather than worrying when many of his disciples leave (over 5000 people 

perhaps), he asks those who remain if they want to leave as well (John 6:67).  The 

point is that Jesus' word is truth and for those who would seek to follow him, they 

must commit themselves to following him by faith. 



  

Jesus was not seeking anyone who couldn't or wouldn't (John 6:66), rather he was 

seeking those who could and would! 

  

Seekers "will not" follow Jesus because of unbelief; true disciples "will" follow 

Jesus because they know that he alone has the words of eternal life! 
  

We must be "sinner-sensitive" rather than "seeker-sensitive"! 
  

The "Practicality" of Total Depravity 

We should never change or compromise the message of Jesus in the least bit.  

Particularly as Reformed people, we should remember that the doctrines of 'Total 

Depravity' ("Can't") and 'Unconditional Election ("Won't") remind us that men 

will not like the teachings of Scripture- - yet God is faithful to those who know 

only Jesus has the words of eternal life. 

  

The churches who call themselves "seeker-sensitive" and have moved away from 

the priority and primacy of preaching the Word of God today in their worship 

service did not wake up one day and decide to change.  No, change is usually 

gradual and slow.  Over time, some congregations were declining in membership 

and popularity.  The culture around them said that they were perhaps "outdated" 

or "old-fashioned", or worse "irrelevant".  The leaders of these churches desired 

to be relevant again and some had good intentions of reaching the lost. 

  

However, over time, they forgot that God reaches sinners through the preaching 

of the Word primarily!  God has set apart his Word as the means by which he 

calls sinful, unbelieving, murderous, will-worshippers- - like all of us!- - to 

himself.  If you want to know if you have fallen into this trap of believing 

something else other than Word of God is useful for reaching so-called "seekers", 

then try preaching this passage from John and and preaching clearly the Person 

and Work of Jesus Christ and then watch, as Jesus did, some disciples who stay 

and continue to feed on the Word, and many who will leave because your sayings 

will be "hard", "offensive"- -and even scandalous!? 

  

There is repentance for those who have taken the priority off of the Word of 

God and placed it on something else in order to reach the lost.  We must all be 

continually reforming as we seek to do the will of the LORD.  May we have full 

and mature congregations of Jesus' disciples, not merely full congregations! 
  

Two "Five-Step Plans" 

We shall close our study this week with two "five-step" plans for Church Growth 

(and the "growth" refers to maturity as well as numbers in attendance). 

  



According to "seeker-sensitive-church-growth experts", a five-step plan for 

marketing success should be as follows (compare this to our passage in John 6 

where the truth is preached by Jesus Christ): 

  

1) Know your audience- Market your service as comfortable, relaxed, 

understandable to laymen, and geared to the desires of the congregation. 

  

Does Jesus do this in our passage from John 6? No. Jesus does not provide a 

comfortable, relaxing atmosphere, but rather a convicting one that is difficult, 

scandalous and cannot be heard apart from ears of faith.  He does not gear his 

message to the desires of the congregation.  If he did, the crowds would have 

stayed with him rather than leaving that day. 

  

2) Tailor your presentation- Eliminate any fear involved in attending church 

that many people feel safe.  Speak about something relevant to the people (other 

than the relevance of sin and the need of repentance). 

  

Does Jesus do this in our passage from John 6? No. Because of the offensive 

content of the message, many leave that day. 

  

3) Take advantage of word-of-mouth- Make sure everyone in the community 

knows of the congregation.  Create a "buzz" around town so people will come. 

  

Does Jesus do this in the passage from John 6? No. He creates a buzz, but it is 

murmuring and grumbling of the crowds and the Jews because he doesn't perform 

the signs they want him to perform and he has the radical audacity to say that they 

must eat his flesh and drink his blood.  He tells the disciples to go into the world 

to tell about his good news, but he tells them that because of this word of mouth 

preaching some of them will be killed as he would be. 

  

4) Always provide quality- Make a good impression.  Think of the quality of 

Disney World and mimic them.  Think about how the parking lot can make an 

impression on them, in that they can get in and out quickly. 

  

You get the point...Does Jesus do this in the passage from John 6? 

  

5) Be willing to change as customers change- Give the customer's what they 

want. 

  

But is it what Jesus wants?  The Word of God is what Jesus has given to save the 

world from sin.  Are we changing the theology and methodology of the Word of 

God in order to grow churches in attendance or in great numbers, or are we being 

faithful the truth passed on to us in Scripture? 

  

According to John 6:60-71, Jesus would have been considered a failure by many 

who call themselves "Christian" today.  Many seeker-sensitive churches are 



seeking so-called "seekers", but are failing to seek and to save the lost by 

presenting Jesus held out in the gospel through the preaching of the Word of God! 

  
Rather, here is a Biblical five-step plan, that is guaranteed to work by God's grace 

to grow mature and solid congregations of Jesus' disciples: 

  

1) Preach the Word of Christ to Sinners in Need of a Savior (Romans 10:13-

17) 
  

2) Preach Convicting, Life-Changing Messages of Christ that Will Awaken 

Slothful Sinners and By God's Grace Bring Repentance (John 6:63-65)- Have 

confidence that the truth will go forth and not return void (it can drive away as 

well as be used to draw- Hebrews 4:12-13; Isaiah 55:7ff).  "God knows those who 

are his!" 

  

3) Teach Your People to Tell Others of the Need for Christ as Sinners and Be 

A Light In Your Community- Be irrelevant to the world, and relevant to God 

and the purpose of HIS Kingdom. 

  

4) Always Provide Truth from Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16-17)- Truth that will 

correct, rebuke, encourage, and train so that the person of God may be fully 

equipped for every good work! 

  

5) Be Willing to Never Change- Be willing NOT to change and NOT to give the 

customer's what they want, if you are preaching truth.  We must be faithful to God 

and His Word- -not to man! 

  

Which of the 5-Step Programs do you use?  Use Jesus' program that is revealed to 

us in John 6- - Preach the Truth- - let God call and draw His disciples through this 

truth! 

  

Jesus says: "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail.  

The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life." 

 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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