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AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND TABERNACLED AMONG US,  
AND WE HAVE SEEN HIS GLORY, GLORY AS OF THE ONLY SON FROM THE 

FATHER, FULL OF GRACE AND TRUTH (JOHN 1:14). 

  
Introduction 

Our first study from John 7 takes us back to the Temple of God in 
Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles, also called the Feast of Booths 
(Hebrew: Feast of Sukkoth/Booths), and the Feast of Ingathering.  Our 
study from John 7 takes place when Jesus, the WORD who became flesh 
and tabernacled among us (John 1:14), goes up to Jerusalem during the 
Feast of Tabernacles: 
  

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in 
Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him. Now the Jews' 

Feast of Tabernacles/Booths was at hand (John 7:1-2). 
  
Before we study our passage from John 7, it is important to understand 
the festival context in which Jesus' teaching in the temple takes place, 
particularly with regard to John 7:37-39 where we will focus later in our 
study. 
  
READ: JOHN 7 
  

Feast of Tabernacles/Booths 
Simply stated, the Feast of Tabernacles, "Feast of Booths" was the feast 
of Israel that celebrated God's provision for Israel while they temporarily 
lived in the desert prior to entering the promised land.  But the feast 
revealed so much more about God's gracious goodness, as we will 
consider in today's study. 
  
Over time, the Feast of Tabernacles took on more significance throughout 
redemptive history as it was the day that Solomon dedicated his temple (2 
Kings 8:2), and it would be the Messianic Day of the LORD in the future 
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when God would judge His people and bring them into His eternal 
presence as Zechariah the Prophet foresaw by God's grace (Zechariah 9-
14). 
  
The Feast of Tabernacles was one of three pilgrimage feasts (Hebrew: 
"hag layhwh"- "feast to Yahweh") of Israel when men, both Jews and 
Gentiles, from all over the world would come to Jerusalem in the Autumn 
to celebrate the closing of the agricultural year (September-October on our 
calendars).   
  
Since the Feast of Tabernacles was an eight-day feast, they would set up 
booths (Sukkoth), or huts to live in while celebrating at the feast.  These 
booths, or huts were temporary "homes" and these were to remind the 
Israelites that this world is not ultimately their home, and to cause them to 
long for a heavenly home.  As Hebrews 11:8-16 teaches us about 
Abraham and the Patriarchs: 
  
Hebrews 11:8-16: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 
that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he 
was going. 

9
 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 
10

 For he 
was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder 
is God. 

11
 By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was 

past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 
12

 Therefore 
from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the 
stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

13
 

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 

14
 For people who speak thus make it clear that 

they are seeking a homeland. 
15

 If they had been thinking of that land from which 
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16
 But as it is, they 

desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 
  

Feasts: "The Unity and Rhythm of Life in the Covenant" 

The establishment of feasts in Israel were ordained by God in order to 
commemorate God's covenantal saving acts of mercy and love for his 
people on a yearly basis.  There was a close relationship in Israel between 
God's graciousness in creation, through the harvests that sustained and 
fed them, and what this symbolized for them theologically with regards to 
their covenantal relationship to Yahweh.   
  
The people of God in the Old Covenant enjoyed a close relationship and 
understanding between creation and redemption.  The people of God 
knew that the Creator of Heaven and Earth was also their Divine 
Redeemer, and that God's redemption had occurred in God's creation.  
Creation and redemption were distinct realms to the Old Covenant people, 
but they were never separated or confused.   
  



The Creator of Heaven and Earth had redeemed those who believed in 
Yahweh in order to bring in a New Heavens and a New Earth ruled by 
God (Isaiah 65-66).  One author describes Israel's Old Covenant feasts in 
this way: 
  

"The three times in a year when all males (and most everyone else) 
went up to Jerusalem were times when God reminded them of the 

unity and rhythm of their life in the covenant...Joyful solidarity with 
Yahweh and his people, in tune with the rhythms of creation, 

combined with concern for the poor and needy and ultimately all the 
nations of the world"  

-[IVP Dictionary of the OT, pg. 312]. 
  
Another author describes Israel's feasts in this manner: "Israel's feasts 
served...as divinely revealed expressions of the moral obligations of His 
people, as memorials of God's saving acts in the past, as sacraments of 
His sanctifying power in the present, and as types of His anticipated 
victory over sin in the forthcoming first and second advents of Jesus 
Christ." [International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, pg. 293].   
  
The Feast of Tabernacles celebrated God's provision for them in the 
desert as it looked to the past, but also joyously celebrated God's 
providential provision for the people in that it was the completion of the 
year's harvest.  The diligent and difficult labors of the people as they tilled 
and worked God's land were received as a reward of an abundant 
provision and harvest because of God's faithfulness to them!  It also had a 
future aspect. 
  
The feasts of God were multi-directional in time.  They pointed to the past, 
present and also the future.  The future hope that had come to be 
associated with the Feast of Tabernacles is recorded for us in Isaiah 12:2-
6, when Messiah would come and bless the people! 
  
"Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the LORD GOD 
is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation." 

3
 With joy you will 

draw water from the wells of salvation. 
4
 And you will say in that day: "Give thanks 

to the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, 
proclaim that his name is exalted. 

5
 "Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done 

gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. 
6
 Shout, and sing for joy, O 

inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel." 
  

God Commands His People to Observe Feasts 
The Feast of Tabernacles, or Feast of Booths was commanded by God in 
the Book of Exodus, Book of Leviticus, and again in the Book of 
Deuteronomy (notice how in each revelation of God through Moses 
something new is learned about the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths): 
  



Exodus 23:16: You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, 
of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of 
the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. 
  
Leviticus 23:33-44: And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 

34 
"Speak to the people 

of Israel, saying, On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days is 
the Feast of Booths to the LORD. 

35 
On the first day shall be a holy convocation; 

you shall not do any ordinary work. 
36 

For seven days you shall present food 
offerings to the LORD. On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and 
present a food offering to the LORD. It is a solemn assembly; you shall not do any 
ordinary work. 

37 
"These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you shall 

proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the LORD food offerings, 
burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its 
proper day, 

38 
besides the LORD's Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all 

your vow offerings and besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the 
LORD.  
  
39 

"On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the 
produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD seven days. On the 
first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 

40 

And you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm 
trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice 
before the LORD your God seven days. 

41 
You shall celebrate it as a feast to the 

LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your 
generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 

42 
You shall dwell in 

booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 
43 

that your 
generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God." 

44 
Thus Moses 

declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the LORD. 
  
Deuteronomy 16:13-17: You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when you 
have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and your winepress. 

14
 You 

shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant 
and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow 
who are within your towns. 

15
 For seven days you shall keep the feast to the LORD 

your God at the place that the LORD will choose, because the LORD your God will 
bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be 
altogether joyful. 

16
 "Three times a year all your males shall appear before the 

LORD your God at the place that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Booths. They shall not appear before the 
LORD empty-handed. 

17
 Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 

blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you. 
  
This feast every year was a time of great celebration, rest, theological 
reflection upon God's Word, and fellowship as the people of God would 
know that God had once again been faithful and provided for all of their 
needs for the coming year.  God's present provision would be a reminder 
for the people that God would always continually provide for them 
because of his love for them (Deut. 7:7ff).  God was the source of all 
blessing for the people!   
  

Pray for Water from Heaven! 



At the feast, God's people would pray for the early rains and the latter 
rains for the crops in the upcoming year.  They would seek God's mercy 
that God would pour out water abundantly upon the earth so as to produce 
a great harvest and abundant provision for all of the people.  The Prophet 
Zechariah prophesied of the Day when the Feast of Harvest, or Booths 
would be an eschatological blessing for some and judgment for others: 
  
Zechariah 14:16-18: Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come 
against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of 
hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. And if any of the families of the earth do 
not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no 
rain on them. And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present themselves, 
then on them there shall be no rain; there shall be the plague with which the LORD 
afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. 
  
This prayer for water from the heaven to saturate the land and produce 
abundant crops was also related to the prayer of God's provision of literal 
water from God for the people as well.  One scholar explains Israel's 
reliance upon God for rain and water:  
  
"Israel, as a people whose prosperity depended not on fertility rites 
(as in Canaan) nor the flooding of the Nile (as in Egypt), had every 
reason to pause and remember who sent the rains and from whose 
bounty they would reap" -[IVP Dictionary of the Old Testament, pg. 

311].   
  
Additionally, the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths was a reminder for the 
Israelites of God's provision of water through Moses as we learn in 
Numbers 20:2-11: 
  
Now there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves 
together against Moses and against Aaron. 

3
 And the people quarreled with Moses 

and said, "Would that we had perished when our brothers perished before the 
LORD! 

4
 Why have you brought the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that 

we should die here, both we and our cattle? 
5
 And why have you made us come up 

out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place for grain or figs or vines or 
pomegranates, and there is no water to drink." 

6
 Then Moses and Aaron went from 

the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell on 
their faces. And the glory of the LORD appeared to them, 

7
 and the LORD spoke to 

Moses, saying, 
8
 "Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron 

your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall 
bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their 
cattle." 

9
 And Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 

10
 

Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he 
said to them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?" 
11

 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water 
came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 
  
There are echoes of this passage in John 7.  For instance, we see some 
of the same hard-hearted disposition in the people during Jesus' time, 



particularly in the context of John 7.  The people of God, especially the 
Teachers of Israel who sit in Moses' seat (Matthew 23), are the ones who 
are complaining now against Jesus, and not merely against Moses as we 
see in our the passage from Numbers (cf. Exodus 17:1-7).  Notice the 
people's disregard for Jesus, the One Greater than Moses in John 7: 
  
For not even his brothers believed in him. (John 7:5); And there was much 
muttering about him among the people. While some said, "He is a good 
man," others said, "No, he is leading the people astray."  Yet for fear of the 
Jews no one spoke openly of him. (John 7:12-13); The crowd answered, 
"You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?" (John 7:20); Some of the 
people of Jerusalem therefore said, "Is not this the man whom they seek 
to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can 
it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? But we know 
where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will 
know where he comes from." (John 7:25-27); Have any of the authorities 
or the Pharisees believed in him? (John 7:48). 
  
As there was complaining about Moses and Aaron from the people in 
Numbers 20, so here in John 7 there is much murmuring and complaining 
from the crowds at the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths (even Jesus' 
brothers, his own family, did not believe in him (John 7:3-5).   
  
The irony that the Apostle John is communicating to us is that at the 
very feast of Israel where they are remembering God's provision of 

water for them in a dry and desert land, God is providing for them the 
ultimate "living water" by His Spirit- - and they are rejecting his 

provision in Jesus while celebrating the Feast that was to prepare 
them for HIM! 

  
As Moses was instructed to provide water to the complaining and 
murmuring people, so Jesus now offers rivers of living water to all those 
who would come to Him and believe (John 7:37-39).  Jesus offers the 
water from heaven that they so desperately need!  So that we can better 
understand Jesus' offer of living water in the context of the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths, it is important to understand some of the traditional 
activities of the feast. 
  

The Joyous Activities of the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths 
By the time of the New Testament, the Feast of Tabernacles was an 
"especially sacred and important time for the Hebrews" according to 
Josephus (Ant. VIII.iv.1).  Many strands of thought came together in the 
Israelites' imagination: provision of water, prayer for rain and good 
harvests, prayer for the Messianic Day to come! 
  



The experience that Jesus would have had at the Feast of Tabernacles 
was a tradition developed over time where the High Priest and priests 
would lead worshipers out to the Pool of Siloam in a procession of people 
praising the Lord.  As the people would go out from the Temple of 
God, they would march with golden pitchers down to the Pool of Siloam. 
  
At the pool, the people would all fill their pitchers, then they would march 
back to the Temple, surrounded by trumpet blasts and the temple choir 
singing the Hallel Psalms (Psalms 113-118).  Then the priests would go 
up to the Temple of God, march around the altar seven times (only on the 
seventh day would the crowds follow the priests around the altar).   
  
On the seventh time around, they would pour their pitchers of water upon 
the altar as a gift to God.  This was to commemorate God's provision of 
water in the wilderness and to point them forward to the great day when 
God will pour out His Spirit in the Last Days.   
  
When the temple choir began singing Psalm 118: "Hosanna! Blessed is 
He Who comes in the Name of the LORD!", every male person would hold 
up a palm branch in his right hand, while lifting up a piece of citrus fruit in 
his left hand and would cry aloud: "Give thanks to the LORD" three times!  
The lifting up their hands was to thank God for his blessings on them, and 
to symbolize the offering back up to God of the firstfruits of their provision! 
  
The last and final day was when Jesus took advantage of this symbol, or 
type, or sign and explained to the people what it ultimately meant In HIM!  
[Note: The Feast of Tabernacles, or Booths was actually a seven-day 
feast, but over time Josephus records that the eighth day had become a 
closing festival when the tabernacles, or booths were torn down].  The 
"Last and great day" was probably the seventh day! 
  

"If Anyone Thirsts, Let Him Come to Jesus!" 

The Feast of Tabernacles was associated with two important acts of God: 
God's provision in the past, and God's provision in the present.  Implicit in 
God's provision in the past and the present would be God's provision in 
the future, the final act of God in Messiah.  This final act, or "Last days" 
would begin on the Day of Pentecost, after Jesus' ascension, recorded for 
us in Acts 2.  More on this later, but this brings us to Jesus' SIGN-ificant 
saying on the last and great day of the feast where Jesus cries out: 
  
"If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in 

me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of 
living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been 

given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
  



Notice how Jesus with a loud voice invites the people away from the altar 
of God where they were pouring out water to himself!  This is very 
important.  The altar of God was the place where the sacrifices were 
offered up to God as substitutes for sinners in the Old Covenant.  Jesus is 
inviting the people, calling them away from the altar to himself because 
Jesus is the ultimate and final sacrifice who will take away the sins of 
those who believe. 
  
Additionally, the water poured on the altar symbolized the cleansing that 
would come because of the shed blood of animals as substitutes.  As 
Isaiah pleads with God's people: 
  

"Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are 

red as crimson, they shall be like wool." 
  

Jesus would not only sacrifice his life for sinners, he would pour out His 
Spirit upon His people so that they might be pure.   The author of Hebrews 
brings these two ideas together in the Person of Christ (Hebrews 10:10-
12, 18-22): 
  
And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all. 

11
 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 

repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 
12

 But when Christ 
had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God.... 

18
 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for 

sin. 
19

 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by 
the blood of Jesus, 

20
 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
21

 and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, 

22
 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 

our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water.  
  

"For the Spirit was Not Yet..." 

The Apostle John tells us that Jesus is referring to the Holy Spirit when 
speaking of "rivers of living water flowing from within".  He goes on to 
explain that this had yet to occur because Jesus had not yet been 
glorified.  The sending of the Spirit was still a future event at this point in 
redemptive-history. 
  

Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 
were to receive,  

for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified. 

  
"For the Spirit was not yet" is the literal translation of the Greek text.  In 
order to better understand this, it is important to understand Jesus' "time-
table" or work that must be accomplished before the Spirit is sent in all His 



fullness (John 7:6, 8; cf. "his hour"- John 4:21, 23, 5:25, 28; 7:30; 12:23).  
Jesus was on God's time-table, including the very important 
announcement on the last and great day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths that he was the living water sent from heaven as a 
gift from God.  If you recall, he did not go up to the Temple during 
the feast until just the right time- - God's time (cf. John 7:6, 8).   
  
How could the Eternal Spirit of God be not yet?  The Spirit of God was 
NOT not yet in the sense of being non-existent.  Rather, Jesus meant the 
Spirit was not yet in the sense of the Spirit's ministry of coming in His 
fullness upon God's people once Christ was crucified and glorified.  In 
John 14:15-17, Jesus gives us better understanding of this: 
  
"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

16
 And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
17

 even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
  
Jesus says: "For he dwells with you and will be in you".  During the life of 
Jesus, the Spirit of God dwelled "with" the people of God, but would later 
would "be in you" in a greater and fuller sense.  As Dr. Sinclair Ferguson 
points out in his wonderful book on the Holy Spirit:  
  

"...Within the Johannine context, it is through Jesus' death that the 
Spirit is seen as coming to the church.  Christ as crucified will give 

the Spirit.  From his side both water and blood flow; the blood of 
forgiveness, the water of the Spirit.  Only as the crucified one can he 

give the Messianic Spirit."  
[The Holy Spirit, pg. 67] 

  
Additionally, Jesus precedes his loud cry of invitation by telling the people 
of his departure that must soon take place: You will seek me and you will 
not find me. Where I am you cannot come."The Jews said to one another, 
"Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he 
intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 
What does he mean by saying, 'You will seek me and you will not find me,' 
and, 'Where I am you cannot come'?" (John 3:34-36).   
  
Jesus wants them to know that after he has gone to the place where they 
"cannot come" at the right hand of the Father, that is when He will send 
forth the promise of the Holy-Spiritual waters flowing within!  John Calvin 
comments on the Holy Spirit was not yet: 
  

"The Spirit is eternal, as we know.  But the Evangelist [John] is saying 
that, so long as Christ dwelt in the world in the lowly form of a Servant, 

that grace of the Spirit which was poured out on men after the resurrection 



of Christ, had not come forth openly.  And indeed he is speaking 
comparatively, as when the New Testament is compared to the Old. 

  
God promises His Spirit to believers as if He had never given Him to the 

Fathers.  At that time the disciples undoubtedly already received the 
firstfruits of the Spirit.  For where does faith come from if not from the 

Spirit?  The Evangelist then does not simply deny that the grace of the 
Spirit was revealed to believers before the death of Christ, but that it was 

not yet so bright and clear as it would be afterwards.  For the chief glory of 
Christ's Kingdom is that he governs the Church by His Spirit. 

  
But He entered into the lawful and, as it were, ceremonial possession of 
His Kingdom when He was exalted to the right hand of the Father.  So 
there is nothing surprising in His delaying the full manifestation of the 
Spirit until then." [Calvin's Commentaries, Gospel of John, pg. 199]. 

  

A Deep and Vital Holy-Spiritual Change 

Since the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, the Word 
Who tabernacled among us, the Spirit of God brings forth from within us a 
deep and vital Holy-Spiritual heart change and nourishment.  This is a 
blessing for our lives, but also for others.  Notice that Jesus says that "Out 
of his heart will flow rivers of living water".   
  

This deep and vital Holy-Spiritual heart change and nourishment is 
not only for ourselves, but literally flows in and through us!   

  
This means that we as the people of God no longer have to externally 
celebrate the going outside the Temple to a source of water, then 
returning to it as in the Feast of Tabernacles tradition.  With the giving of 
the deep and vital Holy-Spiritual waters, the waters will flow within us- - 
they will be internally flowing! -- and from this source we will draw forth as 
Temples of the living God. 
  
What we want to appreciate is that God doesn't merely quench our thirsts 
(he does do that- John 4:13-14), but more than this, he uses us to flow 
into the lives of others and quench their thirsts as well.  We as the 
Temple-People of God are filled with the Spirit so that we have a never-
ending supply of Holy-Spiritual water for ourselves, but also for others as 
we are all baptized by the One and Eternal Spirit of God.   
  
We as the people of God today literally are able to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths every day of our lives as we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit and allow the fruits of the Holy Spirit to be cultivated by others in our 
lives.  As we understand our lives as a community of people, made up of 
both Jew and Gentile, we realize the importance of being a blessing to 
others who make up the Body of Christ awaiting the final harvest when we 



shall be in the presence of Jesus forever!  We still await the City of God -- 
but we participate in the joy of that Great Festival NOW! 
  
Hebrews 12:22-29: But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 

23
 and 

to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge 
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

24
 and to Jesus, the mediator 

of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel...Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 
29

 for our God is a consuming fire.For not even his brothers believed in him. 
  

The Feast of Pentecost/Firstfruits and the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths 
The Feast of Pentecost is also called the "Feast of Firstfruits".  At the 
Feast of Pentecost we see a close Biblical-Theological relationship 
between that feast and the Feast of Tabernacles.  The Feast of Pentecost 
celebrates the "firstfruits" of the harvest, and so Jesus sends forth His 
Spirit after he ascends (Luke 24:48ff).  The people of God, although joined 
together by the harvesting of the firstfruits, and filled with the Holy Spirit 
now, still await the full outpouring and presence of the Spirit of God that 
will happen at the eschatological Feast of Tabernacles/Booths that will 
occur when Jesus returns! 
  
On the Day of Pentecost, tongues of fire rest above the heads of those 
anticipating the "power from on high" that Jesus promised to them.  
Tongues of fire should consume us all in judgment because of our 
sinfulness against our Holy God, but rather the the tongues of fire rest 
above the disciples' heads because of Christ taking the wrath of God that 
we all so desperately deserved.  Because of God's mercy in Jesus, we 
receive His abundant fullness by being filled with His Spirit after He is 
glorified at the right hand  of the Father. 
  
Notice in Acts 2:1-21 the similarities, as well as differences with the Feast 
of Tabernacles recorded in John 7- -and our hope for the future: 

Acts 2:1-21: When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 
2
 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 

filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3
 And divided tongues as of fire 

appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 
4
 And they were all filled with 

the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

5
 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every 

nation under heaven. 
6
 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they 

were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 
7
 

And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 

8
 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 

9
 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

10
 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
11

 both Jews and proselytes, 



Cretans and Arabians- we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works 
of God." 

12
 And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does 

this mean?" 
13

 But others mocking said, "They are filled with new wine."  

14
 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, 

"Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give 
ear to my words. 

15
 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only 

the third hour of the day. 
16

 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
17

 "'And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 

18
 even on my male 

servants and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall 
prophesy. 

19
 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth 

below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 
20

 the sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and 
magnificent day. 

21
 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.' 

As at the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths in John 7, there is another feast 
celebrating God's goodness, the Feast of Pentecost/Firstfruits and many 
from all around the world are gathered there (Acts 2:1, 6-11).  Jesus is 
present as in John 7, but this time at the Feast of Pentecost, he is 
present by His Spirit because Jesus has been glorified (cf. Luke 24:48-
52).  Rather than Jesus promising the Holy Spirit to those who accept his 
invitation to come as He did in John 7, here Jesus is actually fulfilling his 
promise to those who are anticipating his power from on high. 
  
There was much confusion at the Feast of Tabernacles as the people did 
know what to think of the Christ (John 7:5, 12-13, 17, 20, 25-27), now 
there is an understanding of who Jesus is and of His gospel.  The people 
who are present from different parts of the world are even hearing the 
gospel in their own languages here in Acts 2.   
  

The Feast of Tabernacles: the Feast to End All Feasts! 

However, Pentecost, or the Feast of Firstfruits is just that- -a partial 
ingathering of what God has provided to his people.  The Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths, or Ingathering is literally the "feast to end all feasts", 
as it will be the feast celebrated in the City of God in the presence of 
Jesus Christ when he returns to take his own to live with him eternal!  The 
Prophet Zechariah sees this in his vision of the future after God's 
apocalyptic judgment upon all unbelieving and rebellious peoples. 
  
Zechariah 14:16-19: Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come 
against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of 
hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. 

17 
And if any of the families of the earth do 

not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no 
rain on them. 

18 
And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present themselves, 

then on them there shall be no rain; there shall be the plague with which the LORD 
afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. 

19 
This shall be 



the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the nations that do not go up to 
keep the Feast of Booths. 
  
You should notice from the above passage from Zechariah's prophecy that 
the covenantal promises of God to Abraham are recognized as fulfilled: (1) 
God will make of Abraham a great nation; (2) God will bless those who 
bless Abraham; (3) the LORD will reign over all the peoples of the earth; 
and (4) the children of Abraham, both Jews and Gentiles, as numerous as 
the sand of the seashore and the stars in the sky, will dwell in the City of 
God! (Genesis 12:1-3; Gen. 15:1-7; Gen. 17:1-9). 
  
We should understand today that those who are filled with the Holy Spirit 
Who Jesus has given to those who believe, are becoming those through 
whom God's blessing will flow as the gospel is witnessed and declared to 
the world -- even now!   

  
The promise is that all those who call upon the name of the Lords 

shall be saved- - and they too will become vessels of grace, conduits 
of mercy, and faucets of God's love to all of the world! 

  
We are the Temple of God now, as the Apostle Paul declares in 1 
Corinthians 6:19 and 2 Corinthians 6:16: 
  

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own...What 
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple 
of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 
  
We have the Spirit of God living within us and we are no longer thirsty and 
hungry for satisfaction apart from Christ.  But there is more- - we have 
actually become a blessing to others as the Spirit of God flows through us 
to bless us the creation and others in this world by His grace!   
  
Think of yourself as not the Source from which the blessing of the Spirit 
flows forth, but a conduit, a faucet if you will, whereby God pours himself 
in and through as a blessing to others.  The Prophet Ezekiel sees the 
eschatological Temple of God's people bringing blessing and life to the 
whole creation one day in the future (Ezekiel 49:1-9): 
  
Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing 
from below the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). 
The water was flowing down from below the south end of the threshold of the 
temple, south of the altar. 

2
 Then he brought me out by way of the north gate and 

led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and 
behold, the water was trickling out on the south side. 

3
 Going on eastward with a 

measuring line in his hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me 



through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 
4
 Again he measured a thousand, and led 

me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured a thousand, and 
led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 

5
 Again he measured a thousand, 

and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep 
enough to swim in, a river that could not be passed through. 

6
 And he said to me, 

"Son of man, have you seen this?" Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 
7
 

As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many trees on the one side and 
on the other. 

8
 And he said to me, "This water flows toward the eastern region and 

goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, 
the water will become fresh. 

9
 And wherever the river goes, every living creature 

that swarms will live, and there will be very many fish. For this water goes there, 
that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live where the river 
goes. 
  

God's Holy-Spiritual Temple-People 

The Temple of God has been under construction since the foundation 
stone was laid in Christ's death, resurrection, and ascension.  The building 
of God's Temple filled by his Life-Giving Spirit, is being built up into a Holy 
Temple of the LORD that will serve as a blessing and life-giving vessel for 
all of creation.   
  
Some who are waiting on a temple of the LORD to be built in an earthly 
place in Jerusalem, need to be reminded that God's Temple is already 
being built and it is made up of a people of every tribe, people, language 
and nation who are filled with God's Life-Giving Spiritual waters! 
  
Remember the Feast of Tabernacles was a time of remembering God's 
good provision of water in the desert.  God has now given to us our full 
provision of spiritual water flowing and bubbling up within us as we live in 
this desert or wilderness of this present age, awaiting the full blessing of 
the Spirit in the world to come.  God's Temple is being built in the midst of 
the dry wilderness and desert of our present age, serving as a deep faucet 
of life for all those who drink deeply at its source! 
  
Remember the Feast of Tabernacles was a time of celebration as God's 
good provision of food and wine would be celebrated each year and the 
people would offer back to him in gratitude an offering of their deepest 
thanks!  So now by the power of the Holy Spirit, we who are thankless and 
useless by nature have become those who live lives of gratitude to God 
while we are a blessing to others.  The food and wine were blessings to all 
people, now we are truly blessings to all of the world as we live and 
declare the gospel news of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
  
Remember the crowds that would come from all over to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles and live in temporary booths, huts, or "homes".  We 
now live as one people united together by One Spirit as we live here in 
this world in temporary homes as we await Jesus who has gone to 
prepare a place for us at his side.  We see the fulfillment of much of the 



Feast of Tabernacles now because Jesus has been glorified and sent 
forth his Spirit to be with His Temple-People- -but that's not all! 
  
Remember that Jesus was incarnate, became man for us and for our 
salvation, he tabernacled among us in human flesh so that he could 

be glorified and seated at God's right hand.  Jesus celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles by becoming man and tabernacling, 

"boothing", or temporarily residing with us in the weakness of 
human flesh without sin. 

  
Remember that Jesus invited all who were present at the Feast and all 
those who had ears to hear to come to him and find true life in His Life-
Giving Spirit!  Jesus was at the Feast ingathering those who would come 
to him by faith.   
  
Additionally, the Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 that the Rock 
that Moses struck was Christ: 
  
I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all 
passed through the sea, 

2
 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 

sea, 
3
 and all ate the same spiritual food, 

4
 and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was 
Christ. 
  
This means that Jesus was ultimately the One who would be struck 

and would be the One from which the blessing of Holy-Spiritual 
water would flow to and fill His people once He was glorified. 

  

The Feast of Tabernacles and the Tabernacling of God in Christ 

God has always stooped to be with his people.  In the Old Covenant, he 
was with his people in the deserts in tents, because his people lived in 
tents.  Later in redemptive-history, he dwelled in Solomon's Temple so 
that he could be near to his people and provide a visible reminder of His 
grace and mercy to them, as well as a place for worship in Jerusalem. 
  
In Jesus, God tabernacles in human flesh, just as he tabernacled in tents 
and temples, he now takes upon our own human flesh- - yet without sin to 
represent us and to lay down his life for those who would believe.   
  

Now as we live between the Feasts of Pentecost and the 
Eschatological Feast of Tabernacles, God dwells within HIS people- -

we are now His Temples because of the Holy Spirit sent from the 
heaven to bless us with eternal life, joy and love! 

  
Jesus is now glorified and he has sent forth His Spirit to unite His people 
and to prepare them for the Harvest to Come, when Jesus was harvest all 
of his people for himself and we shall receive not merely the firstfruits of 



our salvation, but the full harvest as we are glorified with Jesus and see 
Him as He is!   
  
You and I in Christ are truly streams of living water in a dry and weary 
land, offering salvation and deep spiritual drink to others.  Because of 
Jesus' blood and water, we can be forgiven and cleansed, full of the power 
of His Holy Spirit and a true blessing to others! 
  
The Messianic Day that the Prophet Isaiah foresaw by God's grace is a 
reality since the Spirit of Christ has been poured out on the earth and we 
long for the full enjoyment of this reality as we can one day say fully when 
he returns:  
  
"For great in our midst is the Holy One of Israel- - even Jesus Christ 

our LORD!" 
  
"Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in 
all the earth. 

6
 Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst 

is the Holy One of Israel." 
  
John's Gospel was written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.  Do you have life in his name?  Do you have the eternal waters of 
life flowing within and through you? 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Introduction 

Without a correct understanding of the spirit of the Law because of the 
help of the Holy Spirit, the Author of the Law, people will have a 
misunderstanding, a misuse, and a misguided attempt to keep the Law of 
God in the wrong way.   
  

[Note: I am defining "Law" and "God's Law" as summarized in the Ten 
Commandments, although all of God's commands to his people in Holy 
Scripture are "Law".  The Ten Commandments are the summary of all the 
commands found in Scripture because they are a revelation of what it 
looks like to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and our 
neighbor as yourself (Matt. 22:37-38). 
  

When we attempt to understand the Law of God there is a tendency to 
lean toward legalism or license ("license" or "antinomianism" being defined 
as "doing whatever one wants to do, claiming a disregard for the Law of 
God because Jesus has fulfilled it"). 
  

Oh How I Love Your Law! 

We neither want to be legalists, nor antinomians (literally "those against 
the Law"), but should desire to have a right understanding of God's Law 
because of the Lord Jesus and His Spirit and because of a love and 
gratitude for God because Jesus has fulfilled the Law and been obedient 
where we could not!  In Christ, we want to be able to say with the 
Psalmist: 
  

Psalm 119:97 Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day. 
  

It is significant to remember that God never, under no circumstances 
whatsoever, neither lowers the demands of the Law, nor lightens the holy 
and heavy burden of the Law.   
  

Rather, God provides in Jesus a Law-Keeper, and a Holy Burden-
Bearer to keep for us what we could not keep, and to bear for us 

what we could not bear, and to give us His Spirit upon full 
completion and fulfillment of God’s holy Law in His exaltation (John 

7:39). 
  

So how can we better understand the Law of God in light of John 7:37-39 
when Jesus promises the Holy Spirit to come and eternally dwell within 
believers?  How do we do love God's Law without becoming a legalists or 
an antinomian? 



  

In our last study from John 7, we learned about the significance of the 
Feast of Tabernacles, or Booths.  There were three important aspects of 
the Feast that came together in Jesus, particularly when he cries out for all 
those who thirst to come to him: 
 
“On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried 

out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow 

rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:37-39). 

 

The three important aspects of fulfillment in the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths were the following: 
(1) The reminder to the Israelites that the world was not their home and 
that they longed for a better city, the City of God and so they dwelt in 
tabernacles, booths, or huts during the feast, and Jesus tabernacled, or 
“boothed” in flesh among us so as to be able to provide His Spirit to us 
once he was glorified (cf. Hebrews 11:8-14).   
  

(2) A reminder of God’s provision of water when the Israelites lived in the 
desert between Egypt and the Promised Land and now Jesus offers 
eternal water within (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:1-4). 
  

(3) The celebration of the abundant provision of water to produce great 
fruit and the harvest for that year, and Jesus offers His Spirit who will “rain 
upon us all” and help us to produce a harvest of righteous fruit (cf. 
Zechariah 14:16ff; Acts 2:1-24). 
 

The Reading of the Law of God at the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths 
Another aspect of the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths that will focus on today 
in our second study from John 7 was the reading of the Law of God.  The 
Feast of Tabernacles/Booths was to be both a time of celebration and time 
of reading and remembering God’s Word in His Law. 
 
If one reads John 7 in one sitting, although you can pick up on a variety 
teachings and subjects, it is hard to find unity in the passage.  Particularly 
unity with regard to preaching a sermon or teaching the whole of the 
passage.   
  

The central focus of the text that I believe informs the whole of John 7:1-
8:11 is found in John 7:37-39, with an understanding of the context of 
verse 2, in which the Apostle John tells us the very vital information that it 



was the time of the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths.  Jesus' cry for the 
people to come to him in John 7:37-39 can only be fully appreciated with 
an understanding of the historical context of the feast.   
  

I believe that these verses in John 7:37-39 not only explain a lot about the 
Feast of Tabernacles/Booths, and the Holy Spirit who was to come that 
we learned about last week, but it helps the people of God to better 
understand the Law of God in this context and to avoid a 
misunderstanding, misuse and a misguided attempt to keep the Law apart 
from Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
  

What I want to do in today’s study is focus on how the promise of the Spirit 
that Jesus promises in John 7 helps us to better understand the Law of 
God and the purpose of the Spirit’s work in our lives as Christians.  After 
considering how this passage can help us to better understand the 
relationship between the Spirit of God and the Law of God, I would then 
like to use the passage in John 7:53-8:11 as an illustration of a misuse of 
the Law of God and a misunderstanding of the true Spirit of the Law.   
  

[Important Note: Some early Greek manuscripts do not contain John 7:53-
8:11, and it is not located at this particular place in most early manuscripts 
of the Gospel of John (look at the footnote in your English Bible).  
However, I think the text can serve as a helpful illustration in this context 
of John because we have the dialog between Jesus and the Jews 
concerning the Law of God at the Feast of Tabernacles (read John 7:19, 
23, 49, 51; 8:5, 15ff) and the promise of the Holy Spirit.   
  

I believe John 7:53-8:11 is an event that happened during Jesus' ministry 
because there are historical witnesses to the event.  Even though we may 
not know for certain exactly whether it was intended to be collected as 
Scripture, we know providentially that this is the place where the story has 
been embedded in the Gospel of John over time.   
  

I am going to use John 7:53-8:11 as an illustration to help us to better 
understand Jesus' dialog with the Jewish leaders concerning the spirit of 
the Law and the Holy Spirit of the Law in John 7.  New Testament scholar 
D. A. Carson says this concerning the passage:  
  

"...There is little reason for doubting that the event here described 
occurred, even if in its written form it did not in the beginning belong to the 
canonical books.  Similar stories are found in other sources.  One of the 
best known, reported by Papias (and recorded by the historian Eusebius), 
is the account of a woman, accused in the Lord's presence of many 
sins...the reason for its insertion may have been to illustrate John 7:24 or 
8:15 or, conceivably, the Jews' sinfulness over against Jesus' 
sinlessness." -Commentary on John, pg. 333-34.] 



  

With that in mind, I want to use it as part of the context of John 7 and how 
it helps us to better understand Jesus' promise of the Spirit and the Spirit's 
relationship to the Law of God in the Christian life. 
  

Redemptive-Historical Relationship between the Law and the 
Feast of God 

How should we understand the Law of God's redemptive-historical 
relationship to the Feast of Tabernacles?  In Deuteronomy 31:10-13, 
Moses instructs the people to celebrate the feast and to read the Law 
before all Israel for the specific purpose of instructing the people in the 
knowledge and fear of the Lord: 
 
Deuteronomy 31:10-13: "At the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of 

release, at the Feast of Booths, 
11 

when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your 
God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this law before all Israel in their 
hearing. 

12 
Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner 

within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be 
careful to do all the words of this law, 

13 
and that their children, who have not 

known it, may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to possess." 

 

Not only was the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths a time of great celebration 
as we learned in our last study on John 7, it was a time of learning, and 
thus this is the reason why Jesus, when he went up to the Temple to 
celebrate the feast, taught the people.  And what did Jesus teach to the 
people at the feast?   
  

Jesus, the Eschatological Rabbi and Authoritative Interpreter of 
God's Law 

In light of the passage from Deuteronomy and the ongoing tradition of 
Israel found in Nehemiah 8-9, Jesus probably taught the people the Law 
of God and that is the reason why the dialog between Jesus and the Jews 
then turns to a discussion of the Law's interpretation and His authority to 
interpret it as a man "unlettered" (or one who had not been formally 
instructed by a rabbi in the community - -He was the Eschatological and 
Eternal Rabbi, but they did not understand this).  Read John 7:14-24 
carefully: 
 
John 7:14-24: About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and 
began teaching. 

15 
The Jews therefore marveled, saying, "How is it that this man 

has learning, when he has never studied?" 
16 

So Jesus answered them, "My 
teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 

17 
If anyone's will is to do God's will, he 

will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own 
authority. 

18 
The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory, but the 

one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no 
falsehood. 

19 
Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. 



Why do you seek to kill me?" 
20 

The crowd answered, "You have a demon! Who is 
seeking to kill you?" 

21 
Jesus answered them, "I did one deed, and you all marvel at 

it. 
22 

Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), 
and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 

23 
If on the Sabbath a man receives 

circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me 
because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well? 

24 
Do not judge by 

appearances, but judge with right judgment." 

 

Notice that this seemed a good time to discuss the interpretation of the 
Law of God for Jesus as the One authorized to rightly interpret it.  The 
Pharisees were still trying to judge Jesus for healing a man on the 
Sabbath (see study on John 5), yet Jesus tells them in essence, that they 
have misunderstood the spirit of the Law, and we will find out that 
ultimately this is because they do not have the Holy Spirit of the Law, but 
more on this later. 
 

Post-Exilic Celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths 
Later in Redemptive-History, in the Book of Nehemiah, we have an 
important account of the Jews after the Exile when they had returned to 
the land of promise, when they celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths.  Notice the close relationship again between the 
celebration of the feast and the Law of God read and remembered: 
 
Nehemiah 8:13-18: On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the 

priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the 

Law. 
14 

And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had commanded by Moses that 

the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, 
15 

and that 

they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, "Go out to the 

hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make 

booths, as it is written." 
16 

So the people went out and brought them and made booths for 

themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in 

the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. 
17 

And all the 

assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, 

for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done 
so. And there was very great rejoicing. 

18 
And day by day, from the first day to the 

last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, 
and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. 

 
Nehemiah 9:1-21 (various verses): Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of 

Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. 
2 
And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and 

confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. 
3 

And they stood up in their 
place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the 
day; for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their 
God. 

 
….You in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of 
cloud to lead them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night to light for them the way by which they should go. 

20 
You gave your good 

Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave 
them water for their thirst. 

21 
Forty years you sustained them in the wilderness, and 

they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell. 



 

In these passages from the Book of Nehemiah, we see the Israelites 
returning to God’s Law and remembering His command to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles/Booths.  We also see the importance that the reading and 
remember of the Law meant to the significance of the feast.  Particularly in 
Nehemiah 9:20-21, there is the remembrance of God’s faithfulness to His 
people in the desert, when he fed them with manna, gave them water for 
their thirst, as well as God watched over them and helped them by His 
Spirit. 
 
It is important to notice that the Law of God was always closely related to 
the Spirit of God in the Old Covenant.  Nehemiah 9:20 says that God gave 
his good Spirit to instruct them.  The Spirit of God was not "within them" or 
"in them", but still was working among God's people.  As we learned in the 
last study, it was not until Jesus was glorified that the Eternal Spirit was 
sent to dwell in God's people so that they might produce abundant fruit! 
 
By the time of Jesus’ coming to His people, there was a misunderstanding 
of the Law, a misuse of the Law, and a misguided attempt to keep the 
Law- - apart from the hope and power of the Holy Spirit.  Listen to Jesus’ 
unforgettable and just criticism of the Teachers of Israel at the time of his 
coming: 
 
Matthew 23:1-28 (various verses): Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 

2 
"The 

scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 
3 
so practice and observe whatever they tell you- 

but not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice…."Woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 

weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have 

done, without neglecting the others. 
24 

You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing 

a camel!  

 
25 

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the 
cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 

26 
You blind 

Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may 
be clean. 

27 
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 

whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead 
people's bones and all uncleanness. 

28 
So you also outwardly appear righteous to 

others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 

This is why Jesus’ promise of the Spirit and the upholding and obedience 
to the Law must be understood in light of Matthew 5:17-20: 
 
Matthew 5:17-20: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 

For truly, I say to you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 
19 

Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do 

the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 

them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 

For I tell you, unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 



  
What can we learn about the dangers of legalism, which is simply a 
misunderstanding, a misuse, and a misguided attempt at keeping 

God’s Law apart from Christ and His Spirit? 

  

The True Spirit of the Law because of the Holy Spirit of the 
Law 

1) Legalists do not understand the Law's true spirit or application- John 
7:14-24 
  

John 7:19: “None of you keeps the Law!” 

  
The Teachers of the Law, the Pharisees and Scribes are trying to 
condemn Jesus by His own Law by saying that in his healing a man on the 
Sabbath, he broke the Sabbath, and thus broke God’s Law.  They should 
have submitted to the Eschatological and Master Rabbi and by faith 
received his words seeking better understanding, but they disputed with 
him.  A Rabbi never spoke from his own authority, he relied on other 
rabbis when he would speak or interpret authoritatively.  Jesus does 
not speak on his own authority, but rather quotes His Father and uses His 
Heavenly Father as the source for his deep rabbinical understanding. 
  

The Scribes and Pharisees and the people are amazed by Jesus' 
teaching, but Jesus is telling them that I have in essence "sat at the 

feet of the Master-Creator-Rabbi" not merely an earthly Master-Rabbi. 
 
Jesus tells them to judge accurately, not merely by appearances (John 
7:24).  The problem with a misunderstanding of the Law is that misuse will 
usually be to lose sight of the love that is to be the foundation for all Law 
interpretation.  Without the Holy Spirit, all men will lack the true spirit of 
love for God and man found in the Law and will wrongly accuse and be 
overly critical and judge inaccurately. 
  

Take the example that Jesus uses to show how the Pharisees and the 
Scribes do not understand the Law's true spirit or application by their own 
practice and how they are trying to test Jesus and to catch him in the act 
of law-breaking in John 7:14-24. 
  

The Pharisees and Scribers circumcised oftentimes on the Sabbath.  This 
was a work of necessity or mercy.  They would place the sign of the 
covenant on a child on the eighth day even if it fell on the Sabbath.  Jesus' 
argument should be understood like this:  
  

If circumcision, which was a sign of God’s covenant with his people, 
was NOT breaking the Law of God if performed on the Sabbath, 



then the complete healing of a man, and allowing him to enter into 
covenant with God (the very thing signified in circumcision) how much 
more could this NOT be interpreted as breaking God’s Law on the 
Sabbath. 
 
The Pharisees and the Scribes misunderstood the spirit of the Law 
because they did not have the Spirit of the Law to help them to 
understand, and so their hearts were hardened against the Holy One of 
Israel who had come to his own- - but his own will not receive him! 
  

The Jews seek to kill Jesus (John 7:1) and they will use the Holy Law 
of God in order to bring this about! So in breaking the seventh 

commandment, they are in reality breaking all of God's commands - -
especially in light of the fact that this is God's dear Son right before 

their eyes!  
  

"Woe to the Pharisees and Scribes!" is right!!  Jesus says to them:  
"Not one of you keeps God's Law." 

  

Holy-Spiritual Living Water 

This is the reason why it was imperative for Jesus to cry out that if any 
man thirst, he can freely come to him and he would give him streams of 
Holy-Spiritual, Living water that would bubble up inside them so that they 
could understand the Law of God and in a spirit of love and true humility, 
might act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly before the Lord their God! 
  

The Law of God interpreted by Jesus should have humbled them and 
taught the teachers of Israel that they have no hope in keeping God's 
Law.  They should have been humbled to the dust and their knees should 
have buckled under them in submission to this Eschatological and Eternal 
Rabbi standing right in front of them.   
  
They should have realized that God has promised a Great Prophet long 
ago through Moses who would interpret God's Law to them and that they 
should have been awaiting the Spirit of God to dwell within them and to 
change their sinful hearts.  But alas, they did not see a need for 
submission to Rabbi Jesus, rather they sought all the more to kill him and 
break God's Law in order to fulfill their own wills! 
 
Rather than making them "thirsty" for salvation in Christ, the hearts of 
legalists dry up and harden against God and other men.  Jesus is God in 
the flesh, the Prophet greater than Moses and he is there to authoritatively 
teach them how to understand God's Law.  As Moses wrote in 
Deuteronomy 18:18-19: 
  



"I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put 
my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

19
 And 

whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 
require it of him.  
  

Hearts of Stone Would Become Hearts of Flesh!  

The promise of God in the Old Covenant was that God would one day 
write the Law upon the hearts of his people.  Jesus at the Feast of 
Tabernacles/Booths is there pronouncing such a reality, but their hearts 
are hardened against him and his word.  Jesus is there to "sprinkle clean 
water" on those who would believe and to "give a new heart and a new 
spirit within" all those who would come to him! 
  
ESV 

Ezekiel 36:25-27: I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from 
all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 

26
 And I will give 

you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 

27
 And I will put my Spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

 

The Spirit gives power and freedom to live Law in Christ- - not legalism 
(John 7:38-39).  The Spirit of God comes to us by faith so that we might 
understand what it truly means to love God and neighbor as yourself.  
When we understand this more and more by faith, so we fulfill the Law of 
Christ (Romans 10:4; Galatians 5-6).   
  

We desire to "bear one another's burdens" knowing that we are all 
condemned sinners before God's Holy Law, but that we have been shown 
mercy in Christ, the Law-Keeper and Burden-Bearer who is gentle and 
whose yoke is easy and burden of love is light. 
  

We should think of our own lives in light of the Law of God.  Do we live 
thinking more highly of ourselves spiritually than we ought?  Do we live 
with a critical eye toward our neighbors, waiting to catch them in a sinful 
act, living cynically among others without love and desiring that they might 
fall or fail?   
  

We must remember the spirit of the Law because of the Holy Spirit of the 
Law is to act justly toward others, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
before God- - all these things are defining characteristics of external, God-
given, Holy Spirit love from the heart that we so desperately lack many 
days! 
 

Legalism Gives Birth to Hypocrisy 

2) Legalism gives birth to hypocrisy. ("Can't and don’t keep it, but make 
others keep it!") 
 



Judging with wrong judgment!  Jesus tells the Pharisees and the Scribes 
to "judge accurately" by rightly interpreting God's Law (John 7:24).  
Legalism gives birth to hypocrisy, the act of wearing an external mask 
of warm piety but coldly displaying a lack of love for others.  Legalists who 
give birth naturally to hypocrisy, know that they cannot live up to God's 
demands revealed in the Law, and yet they still try to live their religion 
merely outwardly and not from the heart.  The very righteous acts 
they know that they cannot do, they expect of others.  Remember the 
words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 2: 
  
Romans 2:1-29 (various verses): Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one 
of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, 
because you, the judge, practice the very same things. 

2 
We know that the 

judgment of God rightly falls on those who do such things. 
3 
Do you suppose, O 

man- you who judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself- that you 
will escape the judgment of God? 

4 
Or do you presume on the riches of his 

kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant 
to lead you to repentance? 

5 
But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are 

storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment 
will be revealed....  
  
17 

....If you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 
18 

and know his 
will and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 

19 
and 

if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in 
darkness, 

20 
an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the 

embodiment of knowledge and truth- 
21 

you then who teach others, do you not 
teach yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 

22 
You who say 

that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, 
do you rob temples? 

23 
You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the 

law. 
24 

For, as it is written, "The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
because of you." 

25 
For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if 

you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
26 

So, if a man who 
is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be 
regarded as circumcision? 

27 
Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps 

the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break 
the law. 

28 
For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision 

outward and physical. 
29 

But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God. 
  
We see a fine case of legalism that has given birth to hypocrisy in the 
story of the woman caught in adultery located in John 8.  I want to use this 
as an ugly illustration of legalists who are also hypocrites.  Keep in mind 
that Jesus has already told the teachers of the Law that they are 
misinterpreting God's Law (John 7:14-24) and that they ought to make an 
accurate or "right judgment" (John 8:15).  Here they make a grave mistake 
that doesn't lead to humility and repentance before God in the flesh, but 
rather causes them to flee the scene in shame. 
  
 
How does this help us to understand the Law in Redemptive-History and 
how to avoid legalism?  The Spirit who wrote the Law externally on stone 



now writes the Law of God internally on our hearts by faith, this is the 
hope held out to the crowds at the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths- -Holy-
Spiritual streams of living water bubbling up within us all!  
The keeping and upholding of the Law in Christ is also part of the fruit that 
we can produce now that Jesus has been glorified and His Spirit sent to 
His people. 
 

John 7:53-8:11: An Illustration of Avoiding Legalism and License 

John 7:53-8:11: 
53 

They went each to his own house, but Jesus went to the Mount 
of Olives. 

2 
Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came 

to him, and he sat down and taught them. 
3 
The scribes and the Pharisees brought 

a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 
4 
they said 

to him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 
5 
Now in the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?" 
6 
This 

they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. 
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 

7 
And as they continued 

to ask him, he stood up and said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her." 

8 
And once more he bent down and wrote on 

the ground. 
9 
But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with 

the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
10 

Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?" 

11 
She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, 

and from now on sin no more." 

 

  
Think about this verse for a moment: “Let him who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  Think of the implications of this verse to 
instruct us in our own lives!  The Holy Spirit, the Author of the Law lives 
within us and we can judge accurately ourselves and others now in light of 
Christ's forgiveness.  Think about how we can uphold the Law of God as 
we are commanded to do (Matthew 5:18-20), yet uphold the law because 
of the love of Christ within and avoid cold and hard legalism. 
 
This passage illustrates for us that the purpose of the Law of God is to 
convict people of sin, leading them to repentance and faith in Christ, and a 
reliance upon the Spirit of God. 
 
What kind of “judgmental” stones do you tend to throw at others? "Stones" 
such as the silent treatment, unforgiveness, grudges, hardness toward 
others, indifference?  How would this passage change you to see that 
God’s Law is true and just, and we ought to promote and teach others to 
uphold this Law (Matt. 5:18-20), but we must always do it pointing to the 
Author of the Law- - Christ- -who forgives and gives His Spirit to enable 
love of and obedience to the Law?   
  

The Spirit enables us truly to act justly, love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before our God as loving law-keepers! 

  



How would it change all of us if we were to remind ourselves that because 
of our sins, none of us have the right to judge others, but we have been 
given the mind of Christ in order to make accurate judgments concerning 
sin (1 Corinthians 2:14ff).  Only with the Spirit of God working deep within 
our hearts can we love God and others enough to help them to bear their 
burdens as Galatians 6 teaches rather than judging them and pharisaically 
doing nothing to lift a finger to help them.  Read these critical words of 
Jesus carefully from Matthew 23: 
  

"The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so practice and 
observe whatever they tell you- but not what they do. For they 

preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, 
and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not 

willing to move them with their finger. They do all their deeds to be 
seen by others.  

 
Some points to notice.  When Jesus speaks of the Scribes and the 
Pharisees, he recognizes their authority in the visible church- - "they sit on 
Moses' seat, so practice and observe whatever they tell you."  However, 
Jesus then goes on to say, "but do not do what they do."  In other words, 
Jesus is saying that the Teachers of Israel teach others to uphold the Law, 
but they do not uphold themselves. 
  

In fact, they cannot.  They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear...but they 
themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.  The only 
religion they have is not a religion from the heart, produced by the Holy 
Spirit, but an external religion to be seen by others.   
  

Rather than pointing others to the Christ, and to God alone who can 
provide the Holy Spirit to help keep and uphold the Law, the Teachers of 
Israel do nothing to help and they are guilty of robbing God's people of his 
gospel, or "good news" to the people.   
  

It is not "good news" to tell others to keep God's Law apart from 
Christ and the help and power of His Spirit! 

  

In John 8:1-11 we should remember that we are to teach and command 
the Law.  We are not antinomians, or those who would not be governed by 
God’s revealed will.  We must walk a “razor sharp” edge of interpretation 
in our understanding of God's Law.   
  

Jesus is teaching “no legalism” (that leads to criticism, confusion, and 
condemnation), but he is also teaching “no license” (he says “Go and sin 
no more" to the woman).  In other words, what is implicitly taught in this 
example found in John 7-8 of the woman caught in adultery is that Jesus 



is teaching that the Law must be obeyed and observed in Christ by His 
Spirit! 
 
Think of balance: All are sinners are anxious to condemn others with no 
mercy and we are all anxious to play judge.  However the right perspective 
is found by realizing that Jesus is our only judge and if there is no 
condemnation in Him, there is no condemnation…period! (Romans 8:1, 
31-35). 
 

The Letter of the Law and the Spirit of the Law 

The Letter of the Law is condemnation for all! 
  

The Spirit of the Law is Grace for all who will turn from their sins to 
Christ by faith! 

 

  

Interpret the Law “remaining with Christ” (John 8:9).  Notice how the 
woman caught in adultery stays with Jesus.  We must stay with Jesus, by 
His Spirit!  We must live and love and serve out of a humility that comes 
because we are united to Jesus by His Spirit!   
  

Literally, we all should interpret the Law in Christ, with Christ, with 
the attitude of gratitude and humility, with a goal toward glorifying 

Christ and not oneself (cf. John 7:18). 
 

John Calvin wrote concerning the woman caught in adultery: “When it is 
said that the woman remained with Christ (v. 9), let us learn by this 
example that there is nothing better for us than to be brought, as guilty, to 
his tribunal, provided that we surrender ourselves mildly and submissively 
to his government.” (Calvin’s Commentaries, Gospel of John, pg. 322). 
 

Jesus' Correct Interpretation of the Law of God 

In this passage, Jesus shows us four important final points about our 
interpretation of the Law of God by the Spirit of the Law: 

  

1) Law reveals God’s will (adultery was a sin); 2) Law demands total 
obedience (all of the accusers were guilty of some form of inward 
adultery from the heart and had not been perfectly pure as the Law 
requires); 3) Law shows men their need of a Savior and a sense of 
their sin (the woman was invited to come to Jesus and he did not 
condemn her because she trusted him); 4) Law reveals the character 
of Christ (what great love and forgiveness and mercy are found in our 
beautiful Savior!) 

  



We should remember in our understanding of God's Law, and with hopes 
that this will help us to uphold the Law because of gratitude for what 
Jesus has done for us- -never forget: 

 
God never, under no circumstances whatsoever, neither lowers the 
demands of the Law, nor lightens the holy and heavy burden of the 

Law.  Rather, God provides in Jesus a Law-Keeper, and a Holy 
Burden-Bearer to keep for us what we could not keep and to bear for 

us what we could not bear, and to give us His Spirit upon full 
completion and fulfillment of God’s holy Law in His exaltation (John 

7:39). 
 

Pharisees and Scribes externally keep feasts and attempt to keep the Law 
of God, but we all need the Spirit, who writes the Law internally on our 
hearts, to keep it truly and wholly! 
  

When any of us who call ourselves Christians try to turn to the Law apart 
from Christ, we will become over time dry and dusty as the rock on which 
God wrote his commandments externally!  When we remember to be 
constantly turning to Jesus Christ and His Spirit: our witness will be wet 
and thirst-quenching as the Spirit who writes the Law of God internally on 
our hearts. 
 
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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