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“He Who is Without Sin” 

John 7:53-8:11: 
53 

They went each to his own house, but Jesus went to the Mount 
of Olives. 

2 
Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came 

to him, and he sat down and taught them. 
3 
The scribes and the Pharisees brought 

a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 
4 
they said 

to him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 
5 
Now in the 

Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?" 
6 
This 

they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. 
Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 

7 
And as they continued 

to ask him, he stood up and said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her." 

8 
And once more he bent down and wrote on 

the ground. 
9 
But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with 

the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. 
10 

Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?" 

11 
She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, 

and from now on sin no more." 

 

  

Guilt, Shame and Embarrassment 

Guilt, shame, and embarrassment are three feelings that narrate the 
emotional story of so many lives.  Many people we come into contact with 
each day strongly feel these feelings.  There is a story “behind everyone’s 
story”.  That is, there is a past that haunts the lives of many friends, family 
members, and Christians in our congregations.  What we see as their 
“story”, the life they now have, is not always what it seems.  Beneath the 
surface of many smiling faces lurk guilt, shame and embarrassment. 
 
Those who cannot escape these feelings can slip into despair, substance 
abuse and additional forms of evil behavior that have sadly and 
ironically caused these feelings in the first place.  Sin is a vicious monster 
that causes a vicious cycle of pain in our lives and rips us apart internally 
as it rips apart the healthy relationships we could have with other and 
especially with God our Creator. 
 
All who are made in God’s image (every person on the planet and in 
space) knows that God is Creator of all and that they owe their allegiance 
to him and His Word-Revelation (Romans 1:18ff).  Yet, because of their 
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desire to suppress this reality, they oftentimes experience feelings of guilt, 
shame and embarrassment for sins they have committed against God and 
others, because they do not know how to escape from them by accepting 
God’s grace held out to them in Jesus Christ. 
 

"How Can I Forgive Myself?" 

Here is a passage in John 8 that not only unbelievers ought to consider, 
but Christians as well.  For many Christians still struggle with their past.  
Many Christians oftentimes question their salvation and their 
relationship with God because they cannot “forgive themselves” and so 
move forward maturely to possess a true and satisfying relationship to 
Christ.   
  

Some ask the legitimate question: "How can I forgive myself, when 
others are so unwilling to forgive me, even those who are supposed 

to be my brothers and sisters in Christ?"  
 
What many Christians have in the past is excess emotional baggage that 
loads them down with emotional burdens and piles shame and guilt and 
embarrassment upon them, and they do not always know how to remove 
these heavy and oppressive feelings.  Some well-meaning people counsel 
these who suffer these feelings to go back and revisit the sinful events that 
caused the feelings.  But that is not the answer, this complicates and can 
aggravate the guilt, shame and embarrassment even more. 
 
The true answer for all of us, all who are in this world, unbeliever and 
believer in Jesus, is to know that there is no condemnation for those who 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ!  In other words, if we are ever to lighten the 
load and burden of the consequences of sin, we are to look only at "He 
Who is without Sin!"  Only in "He Who is without sin" do we find true mercy 
and peace, and in place of shame, guilt and embarrassment, we find joy, 
forgiveness, and "the glory and the lifter of our heads! 
 

The Adulterous Woman and Hester Prynne 

In this story of the woman caught in adultery, we see a misunderstanding 
and misuse of the Law of God by the Scribes, or Teachers of the Law who 
catch this poor sinful woman in the act of adultery.  Like many men and 
women today, she is guilty of adultery (We all have committed some form 
of adultery ourselves, whether it occurred in the past physically with 
another person, in the heart or imagination, or the adultery we commit 
against God, we all must approach this story as law-breaking adulterers or 
we may miss the opportunity to learn compassion and mercy as the 
Teachers of the Law did). 
  



This woman is brought abruptly and shamefully in front of Jesus and the 
crowds like Nathaniel Hawthorn's Hester Prynne, to be paraded before 
them and to face the shame, guilt and embarrassment of her sins alone.  
The man who was guilty of the same shameful crime of adultery with her, 
was not there ("It takes two!").   
  
The sinful woman is there alone to face the judgment as many women 
today in our culture who have been used sexually and have wrongly 
engaged in adulterous relations with the false hopes of finding a man who 
will love and care for them.  They are deceived into thinking that this 
adulterous relationship will bring happiness and a solid relationship, and 
the women end up feeling used and betrayed when the man leaves them, 
and rejects them because of the sinful act they both committed together.   
  
In some relationships, the man has the audacity to play the judge and to 
leave the woman for the very sin that he himself orchestrated by luring the 
woman into his fleshly game, and she is left lonely with shame, guilt and 
embarrassment to wear Hester's "scarlet A" internally with no one to 
blame but herself! 
 
Sadly, the sinful woman in John 8 is left to face her accusers and the 
Living Judge in the flesh- -Jesus Christ- -all by herself.  You can imagine 
what must be going through her emotionally and through her mind.  
Perhaps she felt as Hawthorne described Hester in ‘The Scarlet Letter’:  
 

“Thus, Hester Prynne, whose heart had lost its regular and healthy 
throb, wandered without a clue in the dark labyrinth of mind; now 

turned aside by an insurmountable precipice; now starting back from 
a deep chasm.  There was a wild and ghastly scenery all around her, 
and a home and a comfort nowhere.  At times, a fearful doubt strove 

to possess her soul, whether it were not better to send Pearl [her 
daughter] at once to heaven, and go herself to such futurity as 

Eternal Justice should provide.  The scarlet letter had not done its 
office.” 

 

Stoned to Death 

It should be remembered that according to the Law of Moses, stoning to 
death was only prescribed for a betrothed virgin, so if the Teachers of the 
Law are being consistent in this incident, this was a woman who was not 
used to such a lifestyle, but perhaps got entangled in this situation 
because of one passionate slip of the mind and heart, or perhaps was set 
up to be caught. 
 
It is important to note however in the Law of Moses, that both the man and 
the woman, the betrothed virgin, were to be brought before the crowds for 
stoning: 



 
Deuteronomy 22:22-24: "If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both 
of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman. So you shall 
purge the evil from Israel. "If there is a betrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the 
city and lies with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, 
and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did 
not cry for help though she was in the city, and the man because he violated his 
neighbor's wife. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 

 

 
Under Jewish Law as it was practiced by the rabbis at the time of Christ 
and later, it was necessary to have multiple witnesses to the act of 
intercourse before the charge of adultery could be substantiated.  
Obtaining evidence in adultery would be almost impossible were the 
situation here in John 8 not a set up. 
  
One scholar wrote: “There is absolutely no question of [the witnesses] 
having seen the couple in a “compromising situation,” for example, coming 
from a room in which they were alone, or even lying together on the same 
bed.  The actual physical movements of the couple must have been 
capable of no other explanation, and the witnesses must have seen 
exactly the same acts at exactly the same time, in the presence of each 
other, so that their dispositions would be identical in every respect.” 
[Derrett, NTS]. 
 
This explains a little bit as to where the man was at?  Perhaps he plotted 
with the Teachers of the Law in order to trap this woman and Jesus.  
Nevertheless, the woman is left to be judged alone and the Teachers of 
the Law were hypocritically breaking the Law of Moses that they were so 
desperately outwardly trying to keep. 
  

"He Who is Without Sin" 

Think about this verse for a moment: “Let him who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.”  Think of the implications of this verse to 
instruct us in our own lives!  The Holy Spirit, the Author of the Law lives 
within us and we can judge accurately ourselves and others now in light of 
Christ's forgiveness.  Think about how we can uphold the Law of God as 
we are commanded to do (Matthew 5:18-20), yet uphold the law because 
of the love of Christ within and avoid cold and hard legalism. 
 
How many times do you feel the strong memories of past failures, sins, 
and abuses you suffered because of your own sinfulness, as well as the 
sins of others - -both men and women?  How many times do you awake in 
the middle of the night, or does it dawn on you during the day, that you 
have failed God and not lived up to your high calling of loving him with all 
your heart? 
 



How many times do you often feel the guilt, shame, and embarrassment of 
past sins?  You decide in your mind and heart of hearts that you would 
trade anything that God would allow just to go back and change a 
particular decision or to avoid a particular sin, whether it was a sinful 
indulgence in illicit sex, an abuse of substances such as drugs, or just an 
ongoing life of wicked behavior that caused you to damage many 
important human relationships, both friendships and marriages? 
 
You can!  But only through faith in "He Who is without sin!"  Jesus, the 
One who will forgive you and set you free from your past to live for Him in 
the present and grow maturely in the future! 
  

"One Slip", or the Slippery Slope of Sin 

Think about King David as an example of how to deal with our sins.  King 
David was involved in a serious sin as king of Israel.  In a moment of 
passion, what the rock band Pink Floyd sang and described as ‘One Slip’, 
David was involved in an illicit love affair that would cause the death of his 
beloved son (and remember his son was to be the Messiah that God has 
promised to him – 2 Samuel 7), and the murder and death of a faithful 
friend named Uriah. 
 
Read the words to the poetic ‘One Slip’ by Pink Floyd, realizing that even 
rock bands know an illicit love affair is wrong, and how easy it is to 
“slip” into sin and experience guilt, shame and embarrassment (although 
we would improve upon this by calling it “sin” rather than a mere “slip”): 
 
“One slip, and down the hole we fall 
It seems to take no time at all 
A momentary lapse of reason 
That binds a life for life 
A small regret, you won't forget, 
There'll be no sleep in here tonight” 
 
King David could have dwelled in his misery, and tried to “relive the past” 
and to deal with his sin.  He could have tried to find a way to suppress his 
feelings of guilt, shame and embarrassment.  He could have denied the 
reality of his sins and with the pressure from his sin and guilt, could have 
expected perfection from others and been overly judgmental with them. 
 
But for David, as for us who believe, there is a better way!  Notice how 
David took care of the real emotional turmoil and pain that was caused by 
a sinful “one slip” that because of his passions caught him off guard and 
unarmed.  He confessed to God and begged for mercy from the Righteous 
and Just Judge of Heaven and Earth Who does all things well.  In Psalm 
51, David says: 
 



Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

2 
Wash me thoroughly from my 

iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 
3 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin 

is ever before me. 
4 

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your 
judgment. 

5 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. 
6 
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me 

wisdom in the secret heart. 
7 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 

and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that 

you have broken rejoice. 
9 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 

iniquities. 
10 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
11 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
13 

Then 
I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 

 

Psalm 51 reveals this: David needed mercy.  David needed cleansing.  
David needed a new and clean heart.  David needed wisdom.  David 
needed forgiveness.  David needed to be acquitted before the living God 
for his transgressions.  David needed restoration.  David needed joy and a 
willing spirit to obey God’s commands.  David needed his shame, guilt and 
embarrassment removed only by the grace, mercy and kindness of God. 
 
And this is what we have with the Lord Jesus, the Righteous and Just 
Judge of the Heavens and the Earth Who does all things well in this 
passage from John 8! 
 

What Would Jesus Do? 

 
The life of a woman was at stake here.  As we study this passage, we 
must remind ourselves that not merely the reputation, but the very life of a 
human being is at stake here.  Perhaps as I argued earlier, this is a first 
time incident.  It is important that in getting involved in this story found in 
John 8, that we step back compassionately and realize that Jesus is being 
put to the test, but that the Teachers of the Law are willing mercilessly to 
sacrifice the life of another human being in order to trap Jesus, and so 
condemn him- - and this perhaps part of a set up which aggravates the sin 
of these accusers!  
 
Jesus’ response to this question can cause at least four terrible events to 
occur, so here we are face to face with incarnate godly wisdom! 
 
At least four things could have happened in Jesus’ response (all of these 
effects are related to the other): (1) Jesus will have the woman stoned and 
killed privately (probably not publicly since it was against Roman Law for 
the Jews to act apart from the Romans in a death sentence); (2) Jesus will 
break Moses’ Law and give the Teachers of the Law every right to accuse 
him before the crowds as a false prophet (Deut. 18:15-21); (3) Jesus could 
break Roman Law by taking it upon himself to accuse and kill, not 



consulting Caesar and so be accused of treason by the Roman 
government (cf. Matthew 22:15-22- “Give to Caesar’s what is Caesar’s 
and to God what belongs to God”); (4) Jesus could lose his reputation with 
the people as a compassionate and caring “healer” and “miracle worker”. 
 
But the real question in this situation is simply how can Jesus be “just and 
the justifier of the ungodly?”  If this question can be answered, wisdom 
teaches that all the others will fall neatly into place. 
  

The woman caught in adultery did deserve to die.  Any sin any of God's 
creatures commit against him deserves God’s just punishment!  We must 
remember that even today, whenever we sin against God, both in word 
and deed, both in omission and commission, we rightly deserve to be 
punished by the wrath of God Almighty for having the audacity to 
transgress and rebel on his property and by his mercy and gifts that he 
has given to us.   
  

For all men “live and move and have their being in HIM” and owe utmost 
allegiance to God.  When we sin against God, it is like son taking the rifle 
his father sacrificed and worked hard to purchase and give to him, only to 
have him aggressively and discompassionately shooting the father in the 
face.  The gift given in love was used to rebel against and destroy the 
father. 
 

Just and the Justifier of Those Who Believe 

The Teachers of the Law, if they had been good teachers, who had 
understood that love was the foundation for law, grace prefaced the Law 
as in the giving of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, if they had not 
“hedged the Law” in such a way that could make them externally seem to 
keep it (see study on John 5), then they would have understood that with 
the judgment upon any sinner, including themselves, they were to 
remember to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly before their God 
(Micah 6:8).   
 
But alas, they brought deceitfully and unlawfully a woman caught in 
adultery, who they probably set up, to be condemned before the Lord of 
Glory, for whom they were in the process of setting a trap that would 
guarantee his death!  And they felt no shame, guilt, or embarrassment 
about it!  "Woe to the Pharisees and Scribes!" Indeed! 
 
But Jesus shows his holy wisdom and just justice.  He does not deny that 
the woman caught in adultery is a sinner.  Rather, he makes a way for this 
woman to be offered grace, mercy and forgiveness, while at the same 
time maintaining justice and zeal for His Father's Law.  Jesus would be 
just and at the same time the justifier of all those who believe.  Let us read 
Romans 3:20-26 in this light: 



 
Romans 3:20-26: For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, 
since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

21
 But now the righteousness of God has 

been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 
it- 

22
 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 

is no distinction: 
23

 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24

 and are 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25
 whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
26

 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
Because Jesus was just and the justifier of those who would believe, all of 
the four things that could have happened above, did not happen as 
planned: (1) Jesus preserved the woman's wife, displaying his grace, and 
offered her no condemnation in his divine forbearance; (2) Jesus upheld 
Mosaic Law; (3) Jesus submitted himself to the governing authorities of 
Rome; and (4) Jesus' compassion for sinners was displayed once again in 
his acts toward others. 
  

"No Mercy!" 

The Teachers of the Law were anxious to see this woman killed and 
judged- - condemned.  They were anxious to put Jesus to death for they 
did not know the Father (John 8:31ff).  As Jesus will say to them later, if 
you know me, you know the Father, if you have seen me, you have seen 
the Father, if you believe my words, you would believe the Father!  Why? 
Because the Father sent Jesus to teach and to tell them this, but they 
were not humble nor submissive to God’s will, as their dialog with God in 
the flesh proved (see John 7:14-36). 
 
All sinners are many times anxious to condemn others with no mercy and 
we are all anxious to play judge.  Perhaps it makes us feel better about 
ourselves to compare our own sinfulness with others.  Perhaps it is part of 
our suppressing the truth of the reality of our own shame, guilt and 
embarrassment, wanting to put it back deep into our minds, not to think 
about it, and so we focus on the errors and faults ands sins of others. 
 
Perhaps we don’t believe forgiveness is true, that we don’t really grasp the 
grace that has been purchased for us as Christians, and so we don’t want 
to believe that others can be forgiven either!  As I briefly said in our last 
study, legalism gives birth to hypocrisy!  Why? Because legalists cannot 
understand grace that bought them apart - -or better despite- - who they 
were or what they did!  "For all fall short of the grace of God!" 
 
Legalists do not understand grace, and so since they cannot “forgive 
themselves” and they don’t believe that grace and forgiveness can be real 
through a deep and satisfying relationship with Jesus Christ by His Spirit.  
Because of this they don’t believe others can experience grace or 



forgiveness either.  So they play the judge, they live externally righteous 
lives sometimes hating and oftentimes despising others who actually 
believe they have been saved by grace. 
 
While those saved by grace and who understand this grace of God that 
takes away shame, guilt and embarrassment, dwell in the sweet and 
precious presence of the living God and grow in their relationship to their 
Savior and long to say the very name of “Jesus”, legalists rot in a dry 
desert of internal shame, guilt and embarrassment for what they have 
sinfully done, knowing that they are not worthy of God’s good pleasure, 
yet not wanting to believe it is available and can offer them an eternal 
quenching for their legalistic thirsts (John 7:38). 
 

Legalists want to condemn, because they know they ought to be 
condemned.   

  

The ultimate problem with legalists is that they cannot see beyond 
their own condemnation to the condemned Christ for them!   

  

Legalists want to hold the whole world accountable to God, but do 
not want to show forth to the whole world the Christ who gave up his 

life for sinners and truly became sin for us (2 Cor. 5:17-21). 
 

There is No Condemnation for Those in Jesus 

However the right perspective for all of our guilt, shame, and 
embarrassment- - the hopelessness apart from Christ’s presence that we 
may often feel- - is found by realizing that Jesus is our only judge and if 
there is no condemnation in Him, there is no condemnation…period!   
  

Romans 8:31-39 should be remembered whenever the past comes to 
haunt you and to lead you back into the deep, dark and haunted labyrinth 
of your own sinful heart of hearts as you realize how far you fall short of 
God’s grace and mercy to you! 
 
Romans 8:31-39: What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 

32 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 

Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 
Who is to condemn? Christ 

Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

35 
Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

36 
As it is written, "For your sake we are being 

killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37 

No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 
For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 

39 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 



As Romans 8:31b says: “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  In this 
passage from John 8, we see God for a sinful woman.  We don’t know if 
she accepted the Christ and fell down at his knees in worship and 
adoration.  But we can hope that if she was that close to grace held out to 
her in Jesus Christ, in the midst of the crowd of accusers, then hopefully 
she did extend her hand into his to accept his forgiveness and mercy. 
 
What we do know is that rather than Jesus righteously and justly 
demanding that the Law be fulfilled, he offers her an opportunity to be 
forgiven by him and to know the grace of God that truly takes away 
shame, guilt, and embarrassment by faith alone! 
 
Jesus looks to her and neither promotes legalism or license.  He asks her 
if her accusers are still there, and she replies “No, Lord”.  He then says 
since they don’t condemn you, neither do I condemn you, go and sin no 
more.”   
  

Jesus offers her an opportunity that the Teachers of the Law failed to take 
advantage of: to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with their 
God.  If they had understood this, then they would have understood that 
they had no right to condemn or judge this woman, for they themselves 
were guilty of breaking God’s Holy and Righteous Law! 
 

The Letter of the Law is condemnation for all! 
  

The Spirit of the Law is Grace for all who will turn from their sins to 
Christ by faith! 

 

Remaining With Christ in Forgiveness and By Grace 

A realization of the holy standard of God’s Law, prevents us from making 
unfair judgments and in practicing condemnation of others.  When we 
interpret the Law “remaining with Christ” (John 8:9), we see clearly a 
Savior who is just as upholder of God’s Law, and the justifier before God 
of those who would believe in him and to remain with him.   
 
Jesus was keeping the Law right before the eyes of the crowd, the 
Teachers of the Law and the woman caught in adultery and he kept the 
Law of God perfectly throughout his life.  We have a Savior who can 
sympathize with our weaknesses, yet was without sin (Hebrews 2:14-18). 
 
Jesus can understand our struggles with sin, he can understand the guilt, 
shame and embarrassment that we often feel because of sin, but he is 
able to help us and minister to us by His Spirit, so that we will cling to him 
and believe him when he says:  
  

“Neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more!” 



 

We want to daily live before God’s face in his presence, by Christ’s Spirit, 
reminding ourselves that we are forgiven by His grace!  We all have the 
Law of God written on our hearts (Romans 2), but we do not have the 
gospel naturally written on our hearts (Romans 10:17).   
 
Our faith comes and grows (if I may add implicitly) by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of Christ.  We must bring ourselves daily to the Great Judge 
Jesus, before his gracious tribunal, confessing our sins, our feelings of 
shame, guilt and embarrassment, allowing him to search our hearts, then 
to send us on our way forgiven as he says:  
  

“Who condemns you…I don’t…Go and sin no more!” 
 

John Calvin wrote insightfully concerning the woman caught in adultery: 
“When it is said that the woman remained with Christ (v. 9), let us learn by 
this example that there is nothing better for us than to be brought, as 
guilty, to his tribunal, provided that we surrender ourselves mildly and 
submissively to his government.” (Calvin’s Commentaries, Gospel of John, 
pg. 322). 
 
Some questions for you to think about in light of this passage from John 8: 
 
If God is for us, who can be against us?  

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he 
not also with him graciously give us all things?  
Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?  
It is God who justifies.  
Who is to condemn?  
Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
 

Jesus' Correct Interpretation of the Law of God 

In this passage, Jesus shows us four important final points about our 
interpretation of the Law of God by the Spirit of the Law: 

  

1) Law reveals God’s will (adultery was a sin); 2) Law demands total 
obedience (all of the accusers were guilty of some form of inward 
adultery from the heart and had not been perfectly pure as the Law 
requires); 3) Law shows men (and women!) their need of a Savior and 
a sense of their sin (the woman was invited to come to Jesus and he 
did not condemn her even though he could have if he had so desired); 
4) Law reveals the character of Christ (what great love and forgiveness 
and mercy are found in our beautiful Savior!) 

  



We should remember in our understanding of God's Law, and with hopes 
that this will help us to uphold the Law because of gratitude for what 
Jesus has done for us- -never forget: 

 
God never, under no circumstances whatsoever, neither lowers the 
demands of the Law, nor lightens the holy and heavy burden of the 

Law.  Rather, God provides in Jesus a Law-Keeper, and a Holy 
Burden-Bearer to keep for us what we could not keep and to bear for 

us what we could not bear, and to give us His Spirit upon full 
completion and fulfillment of God’s holy Law in His exaltation 

(John 7:39). 
 
We must understand the Law with the Light of Christ.  The people of Israel 
in the Old Covenant were called to display externally before the whole 
world what a holy community was to one day look like.  This is the reason 
for so many of Moses’ Law that were external, such as stoning people for 
sins, or varying and particularly sacrifices for certain types of sin.  Israel 
was an earthly picture if you will of what the New Heavens and the New 
Earth would one day look like- -holy because sin is absent and all is pure 
and uncontaminated. 
 
In other words, the theocratic nation of Israel was to be a visual picture to 
the whole world of what God’s righteous Law required, and what life 
looked like live in God's presence (Deut. 4).  So, when those who 
disobeyed within the theocratic and holy community were found guilty, 
they were to be publicly killed in order to preserve the peace and purity of 
the visible Church. 
 
We have discipline in the visible church even today. Remaining sin in us 
and in our community is why discipline is so important and vital to 
preserving the peace and purity of the church and continuing to proclaim 
God's Word to sinners.  As Christ’s people, we still want to show forth to 
the world a holy community, and when men and women are guilty of sin, 
we want to uphold the peace and the purity by casting out blatant 
sinners from our midst. 
 

New Covenant Community Living by God's Grace 

However, since Christ came and we now have the Spirit of God written on 
our hearts, the penalty for sins in the visible Church is not death by 
stoning, but by discipline as a father to a son, so that the person may be 
restored and forgiven and so avoid the Great Day of Wrath and Judgment 
to come. 
 
Those who submit to discipline in the visible Church, when it is a 
congregation governed by elders and pastors who lovingly submit to the 
Lord Jesus’ rule and stand before the Lord Jesus’ tribunal, find a place 



where the peace and the purity of the gospel can thrive.  They don’t live 
under an oppressive government of those who are quick to condemn as in 
Jesus’ time with the Teachers of the Law. 
 
Rather, the community lives by grace.  Disciplining out of love those found 
to be in error either in life or doctrine, while attempting to restore them to 
the community.  In some ways, discipline in today’s congregations takes 
on more significance and urgency than in the Old Covenant.  In the Old 
Covenant, the stoning by death was so that the Word of God and the 
people of God might be preserved and prepared for the coming of 
Messiah and His Holy Kingdom. 
 
Today, the urgency of discipline in the Church in the New Covenant is to 
proclaim the Word of God, in teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, so that the people of God may be prepared and ready 
when Messiah returns once and for all to Judge the world.  As Paul says 
in 1 Corinthians 3, we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ on 
the Day he returns. 
 
Discipline in today’s congregations, simply put, is to make sure that 

the peace and purity of the Word is taught and applied and the 
people of God are continually growing in maturity and holiness, but 
it is also to prevent any man or woman from standing guilty before 

the Great Tribunal of the Holy and Wrathful Lamb on the day he 
returns.   

  

It is better to be disciplined if found in error or living in sin out of 
love today by Christ’s under shepherds and servants, than to be 

disciplined by Christ himself in judgment when he returns. 
 

Two, or Three Marks of a True Church? 

This discipline is all to be done in love and in grace, and out or reverence 
for Christ.  In the Reformation, there were three “marks” by which the 
people of God would know whether congregations were truly the people of 
God: (1) Right teaching of the Word of God; (2) Right administration of the 
two sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper; and (3) Discipline 
carried out in love before the tribunal of Jesus! 
 
Most today would agree with the first two, but in an individualistic society, 
many in today’s churches have neglected the third.  The reason for the 
third is simply so the word and the sacraments can be rightly taught, 
preached and administered.   
  

Without discipline in love, there can be no check on the peace and purity 
of the church.  It is important for Christians today to emphasize not 
only the importance of loving discipline in congregations, but also the need 



for church membership, whereby one commits himself to serve a 
community of God’s saints, as well as submits to the leadership who has 
the awesome responsibility of making sure Word and Sacrament is rightly 
preached and administered. 
  

"Judge Not!" 

This passage from John 8 does not teach us to avoid all judgments.  We 
know that we are to judge.  Matthew 7:1-6 has been abused and 
misinterpreted by many today.  In fact, some think that it may be more 
popularly known and more quoted today than even John 3:16.  It says: 
 
Matthew 7:1-6: "Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2 
For with the judgment you 

pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to 
you. 

3 
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the 

log that is in your own eye? 
4 
Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the 

speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? 
5 
You hypocrite, first 

take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your brother's eye. 

6 
"Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your 

pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. 

 

Notice a few things about this passage.  What we often hear from others 
when we make any statement about what God’s Word teaches and then 
measure someone else’s life by it: “Don’t judge, lest you be judged!”  The 
implication is “you’re being unfair, critical and judging others and if you 
don’t watch out God will be that way with you!" 

 
But that’s not Jesus’ point in Matthew 7.  In fact, Jesus is speaking of the 
measure of judgment.  That means that we must all judge “accurately” 
(John 7:24), with the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16), not harshly, or meanly, 
or legalistically, but with grace realizing our own susceptibility to any sin (1 
Cor. 10:13). 
 
Yet Jesus is not saying to NOT JUDGE!  He says remove the log, the 
legalistic blindness that prevents us from humbly seeing our own sins and 
our susceptibility to sins, then you can see clearly to remove the speck.  
The point is that we do want to remove the specks from other’s eyes, 
but we must do so in the right way!   
  

Also, notice verse 6: “Don’t give dogs what is holy, and do not throw 
pearls to pigs”.  Another implication that argues for righteous judgment is 
that someone has to decide by God’s grace and according to God’s Word 
and Wisdom, who the dogs and pigs are.  Someone has to make a 
judgment “in Christ” concerning the characteristics of dogs and pigs.  (i.e. 
“These are dogs, these are pigs; these are not dogs, these are not pigs”.  
The Proverbs tell us we have to make a similar judgment about fools, 
Proverbs 26:4-5). 
 



Only One Who Could Have Stone this Woman Lawfully 

At the end of the day, after everything is said about his passage, we must 
realize that it is only Jesus who has the right to stone the woman!  Only 
Jesus as the Perfect Lamb of God, who has perfectly upheld the Law of 
God, has the right to Judge and to throw stones to kill sinners. 
 
In fact, if we were all honest about this, we all deserve to be stoned.  
Perhaps another way of looking at this passage, would be that the 
Teachers of the Law, if they had truly understood the Law, they would 
have desired to be stoned that day for their owns sins of deception and 
lies and hypocrisy instead of walking away beginning with the oldest who 
were present. 
 

We should all remember to understand the grace of God and the 
mercy of God and dear precious promises we have in Jesus that we 
see in this story in John 8.  We all deserve to be stoned, but we must 
turn to Jesus, the one abused and beaten for us- - although he was 

without sin. 
  

How would it change all of us as who are called “Christian” if we were to 
remind ourselves that because of our sins, none of us have the right to 
judge others unfairly, but we have been given the mind of Christ in order 
to make accurate judgments concerning sin (1 Corinthians 2:14ff)?  
 
Only with the Spirit of God working deep within our hearts can we love 
God and others enough to help them to bear their burdens as Galatians 6 
teaches rather than judging them and pharisaically doing nothing to lift a 
finger to help them.   
 
For those who believe, there is no condemnation and so there should be 
no shame, guilt, or embarrassment for past sins (and even present and 
future ones)- -but forgiveness!  You must believe that you are a new 
creation in Christ and the old has truly passed away (2 Cor. 5:17).  If you 
are in Christ, united to Jesus by Faith, the only One who truly has the right 
to condemn you and to judge you, does not condemn and judge you- - but 
loves you with an undying love. 
 
This is your hope!  This is your spiritual antidote for your oppressive 
feelings of shame, guilt and embarrassment for the unholy life you have 
lived.  Yet the next time you think of these things, you must believe that if 
God be for you, who can be against you!  If Jesus does not condemn you, 
then no one can condemn you.  Break free from the prison house of guilt 
through faith in the one who has set you free- - and as we will find out in 
our next study- -  
 

If the Son sets you free, you are free indeed – Go, and sin no more! 



 

And if people do not repent of their unbelief in Jesus the Judge, if they 
continue to mock God and other Christians, calling them hypocrites 
because they are not perfect, if unbelievers continue to live hidden lives 
of adultery and sin that leads inevitably to shame, guilt and 
embarrassment in God’s world, and if they continue to judge others 
legalistically against a standard of their own making and spit at God’s 
mercy and love displayed in Christ, there will be a day that all unbelieving 
people will have to face full of wrath and misery and eternal torment! 
 
Rather than being summoned to face a stoning by deceitful legalists as 
this woman caught in adultery had to face, they will be summoned to the 
Judgment Seat of risen Christ where they will come face to face with the 
living God.  On that day, they will ironically want and desire to be stoned- - 
they will wholehearted want rocks to literally fall on them in order to avoid 
God’s Just judgment for those who walked over and crucified God’s dear 
son!!  Read carefully about the Day of Judgment in the Book of 
Revelation: 
 
Revelation 6:7-17: Then [the Lamb] opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the 
fourth living creature say, "Come!" 

8
 And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And 

its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence 
and by wild beasts of the earth. 

9
 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 

altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness 
they had borne. 

10
 They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and 

true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?" 

11
 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little 

longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be 
complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

12
 When he opened 

the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 
became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 

13
 and the stars of the 

sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 
14

 
The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. 

15
 Then the kings of the earth and the great 

ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, 
hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 

16
 calling to 

the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is 
seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who can stand?" 
 
Believe upon "He Who is without sin" and find eternal life today!  Read the 
promise of God carefully below: 
  
John 3:16-18 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 



 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For Further Reading  

D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, 'Commentary on John's Gospel' 
Ryken, Longman III, et al, 'Dictionary of Biblical Imagery' 
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Introduction: "The Story of My Life!" and John 8:33 

What do we mean when we say: "That's the story of my life!"  Usually it is 
a reactionary phrase of response that means that a certain event, or 
certain happening or occurrence is a consistent or recurring reality in our 
lives.  We may not think about, or unpack this phrase much when we say 
it, but what we are really revealing about ourselves is that whether we 
acknowledge it or not, we are "actors" or "players" in a narrative world, or 
narrative universe. 
  
Allow me to introduce my thinking on the importance of story, or a storied 

context in which we all live.  This will serve as an introduction and (I hope!) a 

helpful context to the remainder of our 3-part study on John 8.  I would like to 

focus on this "narrative world" in which God the Father wants all of us to imagine 

ourselves. 

 
In the next three 'Word of Encouragement' studies we will focus on John 
8:31-47.  In this passage we will study "Like Father, Like Son" in three 
parts: (1) The Story (2) The Seed; and the conclusion (3) The Slavery. 
  
[Note: I do not use the word "imagine" in this 'WOE' to imply that it is an 
"imaginary world" in which God calls us, in the sense of "not real", but a 

http://www.kerux.com/
http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


place of truth where are imaginations are actively engaged with and by 
God's truth (a "narratable world"- Robert Jenson, 'How the World Lost It's 
Story', First Things, 36 (Oct. 1993): 19-24).  Also, when I use "myth" in this 
'WOE', it am not suggesting to you the idea of "lie" or "false" as in "false 
myths".  I use "myth" in the sense of a story, or storied context that we 
often live in as people of particular families, regions, nations, etc.]. 
  
 
For our first part, 'The Story', I want to focus on John 8:31-36, particularly 
verse 33 and the implications for understanding the importance of the 
Story of Redemption God has revealed to us and how this story should 
inform our lives and create and renew our identity from it!  Remember that 
the dialogue between Jesus and the Jewish teachers in John 8:31-36 is 
part of a greater storied-context and so I believe it is important to consider 
this as we seek to understand John's purpose in teaching us this.  
  

John 8:31-36 

John 8:31-36 : So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in 
my word, you are truly my disciples, 

32
 and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will set you free." 
33

 They answered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have 
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?" 

34
 

Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 

35
 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 

forever. 
36

 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
  

Let Me Tell You A Story... 
God's promise to Abraham's seed is that "like father, like son".  The 
father's story, written by God, might then be the story passed on to the 
next generation and become the son's (and daughter's) story by faith as 
well!  The importance of knowing God's Story and passing it down to 
succeeding generations is because it is so easily forgotten and it is truly 
the truth that will set us free from alternative myths and stories of our own 
making! 
  
Each of our lives has a storied-narrative that is "read" or the plot revealed 
as we live each day of our lives learning about ourselves and our world.  
As Christians, you are a worshiper of the living God, the True Creator, and 
you who participate in His Redemptive-Action "for you" in Christ, you are a 
life-character in this great story and narrative of His!  Your story is 
understood in light of His Story and his is important for us all to realize 
each and every day of our lives.   
  
You could say that all creatures begin each day living their own made-up, 
individualistically created life-story, or we rely on God's Story to inform and 
enlighten us, giving us wisdom, and serving to reveal our true identities as 
those who live and move and have their being in Him! 



  

Whose Story are You Living? 

The story of the Christian's life finds meaning in worship, loving service 
and community with other participants, or characters in God's story.  As 
Church, we are not merely passive spectators (as some would act and 
portray in many worship services around America), we are active actor-
characters and dynamic participant-players whereby we hear God's Story 
preached and read, then we respond as those living in His Story.   
  

You could say that each worship service as the covenantal 
community of actor-characters reminds us of our identity and 

explains how we "fit into" each chapter of His story and is a "dress 
rehearsal" for our eternity with God. (see more on this in Michael 

Horton's 'A Better Way: Rediscovering the Drama of God-Centered 
Worship). 

  
The plot/narrative of God's story is guided by and written out in historical 
pages by His providence and divine guidance.  He guides or directs the 
plot/narrative to His divine ending that is beyond your imagination and 
belief! 
  
As the new world, the new creation has dawned in Christ, the volume of 
grace has been written and at the same time is being written in the story of 
your life.  If you look within your family, neighborhood, or congregation, 
you will see other important characters in God's story. 
  
But as there is a protagonist in every story (a Divine protagonist in the 
case of this unique Divine story), so there is an evil antagonist.  The 
antagonist is the Evil One, Satan who would attempt to cause you to exist 
outside His Story, and tempt you to create or write your own.  He is not in 
any way equal with God Almighty as some Ancient Greek teachers might 
imply, rather Satan the Evil One is a created, but fallen angel and servant 
of God.  In God's divine wisdom, he uses the Devil or Satan to fulfill his 
divine decree, although this is a great mystery (see Job 1-2). 
  
The Evil One's story is the kind of story when your mom asked you: "Are 
you telling me a story?"  This question asked my "Mom" implies a lie, a 
kind of story that is made-up, not true, unreal, yet might be believable.   
  

Comedy and Tragedy Stories 
Remember something important: the greatest comedy ever written was 
also the greatest tragedy.  Every comedy and every tragedy was based 
upon (albeit unintentionally) the Great Comedy/Tragedy revealed by God 
in His Story.  The great comedy as well as tragedy is the Story of 
Redemption. 



  

Let me say a few words about what I mean when I say "comedy" or 
"tragedy".  When one thinks about comedies or tragedies these days, one 
usually thinks of comedies as like "sit-coms" or Charlie Chaplain, or Lucille 
Ball, but comedies classically understood were stories where a character 
or protagonist might have experienced a tough life, but his life turns out 
happy and rewarding in the end.  I think of the example of the "fairy-tale" 
story of 'Beauty and the Beast'.  The prince is transformed into an ugly 
beast, yet finds love after all, and a love that loves him for his strengths of 
character, and this releases the prince from the wicked witches spell, and 
the couple "live happily ever after".  Many Disney cartoons are comedies 
and other cartoons such as 'Shrek' come to mind. 
  

A tragedy classically understood was where the main character or 
protagonist, who may be likeable and is usually strong, powerful, and 
gifted, allows his/her gifts or his/her sins to be his/her undoing.  The 
reader knows that the character will fall and the ending will be sad, but the 
bleak conclusion of the character/protagonist's life was inevitable, yet the 
character/protagonist doesn't realize it, or see it coming.  How would this 
understanding of comedy and tragedy help us to understand God's Story? 
  

God the Great and Might Protagonist promises redemption to Adam and 
Eve after their fall into sin.  What begins as tragedy in the killing of Abel, 
the One through whom the Promise of God's redemption to Adam and Eve 
would come (Gen. 3:14ff; Gen. 4), ends with comedy, where all things are 
renewed and God's people are redeemed and again in his presence in 
Revelation 21-22 despite the efforts of the evil antagonist. 
  

What begins as a great comedy, ends with a great tragedy.  As God 
promises hope in Messiah as comedy (in the classical sense of the term), 
ends in a tragedy, the death of Messiah, the hope of God to the world's 
salvation.   
  

Yet both comedy and tragedy meet on the cross in the Person of 
Jesus Christ. 

  

For in Christ on the cross, the unexpected and "happy" ending or 
conclusion to God's Story is found in suffering and tragedy, where the 
Great Protagonist in the flesh (God incarnate) submits himself to the 
comedic abuse of his creatures.  But in the tragedy of the cross, the Great 
Protagonist in the Flesh defeats the works of the Foolish and Terrible 
Antagonist Satan and puts all things under his feet to judge and rule over 
them for eternity.   
  

The Author enters his own story- - in the flesh! 
  



The comedy is that God's promises are kept and sinful man has hope in 
Jesus regardless of death because of the resurrection, yet the great 
tragedy is that many today still reject him! 
  

How about you?  Is this story of God's redemption in Jesus your story?  
You are either part of the comedy-story, and the unexpected, joyous 
ending and hope that will come when Jesus returns , or you are part of the 
tragedy-story and will experience God's judgment and this tragedy will 
cause you to realize that the joke was on you!  
  

Remember the Story! 

Every covenant community of God's people in congregation is a chapter 
being written in God's Divine Story, living in His Story as the plot 
progresses toward His divine ending.  As people of the covenant 
community, we must never forget this great story that has been written, 
and is being written in our own family and congregation.  But we all must 
remember the story.  That is, the story that God reveals is capable of 
being forgotten and even lost by each family. 
  
The Israelites were also part of this story, the first part if you will, and they 
were to tell this story to each generation of sons and daughters in the 
covenant community to prepare for the exciting and final sequel in the 
second part.  Before Moses died and the people entered into the 
Promised Land given to them graciously by God, Moses reminded the 
elders and fathers of Israel in this way concerning their story 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-8; 20-25- Read slowly and carefully): 
  
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And 
these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You 
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. 
  
20 "When your son asks you in time to come, 'What is the meaning of the 
testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded 
you?' 21 then you shall say to your son, 'We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And 
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 And the LORD showed 
signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all 
his household, before our eyes. 23 And he brought us out from there, that he might 
bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24 And the 
LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our 
good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25 And it will be 
righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the 
LORD our God, as he has commanded us.' 
  
In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses constantly reminded the people of 
God to remember the words he had spoken to them for these words would 



be their life, literally their "life-story" and hope of the future (Deut. 4; 27-29; 
cf. Deut. 30:1-6). 
  
Here in John 8, Jesus is there to offer the promised redemption to the 
Jews who would believe (John 3:16-18; 8:30-31), but the covenant 
community has grown apathetic to God’s promises and are relying merely 
on physical and human descent from Abraham ("Abraham is our Father"- 
John 8:33, 39).  Forgetting that many within Abraham’s own household did 
not believe, and so being a “son of Abraham” did not guarantee one’s 
place in God’s Kingdom.  
  
Abraham's story was to be the story of each succeeding generation 
of people in the covenant community!  This important God-revealed 

story must never be forgotten.  For in God's story is found the 
identity of the people and the hope of the future in salvation! 

  

The Hymnbook of Israel and God's Story 

In the Psalms, the "hymnbook of Israel", we get a glimpse of how this 
story was to be passed on from one generation to the next.  Notice 
particularly how important this story of slavery in Egypt was necessary for 
each generation to understand God's redemption in the past, the 
redemption to come fully in the future, and how the people were to 
possess in their storied-imaginations an understanding of God's 
faithfulness always!  Read from Psalm 78 this important story (but there 
are many more examples).  Notice how the people "forget" the story: 
  
Psalm 78:1-11, 40-43, 51-58: Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your 
ears to the words of my mouth! 

2 
I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark 

sayings from of old, 
3 
things that we have heard and known, that our fathers have 

told us. 
4 
We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming 

generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he 
has done. 

5 
He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 
6 
that the next 

generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to 
their children, 

7 
so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works 

of God, but keep his commandments; 
8 
and that they should not be like their 

fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not 
steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

9 
The Ephraimites, armed with the 

bow, turned back on the day of battle. 
10 

They did not keep God's covenant, but 
refused to walk according to his law. 

11 
They forgot his works and the wonders that 

he had shown them. 
  

Notice first the importance of a re-telling of God's story to every 
generation.  The purpose of which is: "that the next generation might know 
them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children, so 
that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments." (verses 6-7). 
  



Yet notice the sad reality spoken of in verse 11, although the people of 
God in the Old Covenant were to preserve the story of God's redemption 
in Egypt, "they forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them 
[in the Exodus from Egypt].   But the tragedy does not end there- - the 
rebelled, tested, and provoked God as well! 
  
40 

How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved him in the 
desert! 

41 
They tested God again and again and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 

42 

They did not remember his power or the day when he redeemed them from the foe, 
43 

when he performed his signs in Egypt and his marvels in the fields of Zoan. 
  

The Great Redemption-Story continues in Psalm 78: 
  
51 

He struck down every firstborn in Egypt, the firstfruits of their strength in the 
tents of Ham. 

52 
Then he led out his people like sheep and guided them in the 

wilderness like a flock. 
53 

He led them in safety, so that they were not afraid, but the 
sea overwhelmed their enemies. 

54 
And he brought them to his holy land, to the 

mountain which his right hand had won. 
55 

He drove out nations before them; he 
apportioned them for a possession and settled the tribes of Israel in their tents. 

56 

Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God and did not keep his 
testimonies, 

57 
but turned away and acted treacherously like their fathers; they 

twisted like a deceitful bow. 
58 

For they provoked him to anger with their high 
places; they moved him to jealousy with their idols.  
  
The sad reality is that the Jews who possessed and were called to 
preserve this story (Romans 9:1-6), had forgotten their story!  Jesus is 
speaking with those in John 8 who have forgotten the important 
covenantal story they were to pass on to each generation: that they were 
in bondage and slavery in Egypt and that God redeemed them! 
  

[The Jews] answered [Jesus], "We are offspring of Abraham and 
have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will 

become free'?" 
  

How can we avoid the same thing occurring in our own families, and how do we 

avoid forgetting the story of our redemption in Jesus?  Has God provided any 

guidance or help in this? 

  

Seeing Yourself in the Story 

One of the purposes of the preaching and participating in the sacraments 
as a covenant community in Christ is that we might hear the Author's voice 
in the preaching and reading of God's Word, and that his voice might 
continue to guide the plot and allow us to find ourselves in his storied 
world/storied-narrative.  The purpose of the sacraments is to remind us 
that these are signs sent from the Author of the other world that we await, 
and these are to capture our imaginations so that we will see our lives in 
the context of His Story.   
  



God has given us covenant communities where the story might be re-told 
to each generations!  Don't forget the perhaps subtle point of Psalm 78- -
the people of God not only sung of God's Story and faithfulness in 
redemption, but they also sang and read of the forgetfulness to which all 
of God's people are susceptible.  We must remember this great story and 
the purpose who we are as the covenant community to hear, pass on, and 
never forget God's Story as it informs and influences our lives! 
  

As New Testament professor Joel Greens says particularly concerning 
preaching (although sacraments would be implied): 
  
"The Biblical narrative is present as an alternative framework within 
which to construe our lives, and so challenges those who would be 
Christian by calling for a creative transformation of the stories by 

which we make sense of our lives and the world... 
  

...[The Christians'] task is to make our lodging the Genesis-to-
Revelation narrative so that our modes of interpretation are 

conformed to the biblical narrative, so that this story decisively 
shapes our lives." ('The (Re) Turn to Narrative' in 'Narrative Reading, 

Narrative Preaching'). 
  

What Are You Reading? 

Think about the importance of stories for a moment and how they engage, 
enrich, and enlighten all of our lives.  Since it is almost "summertime", 
many will be looking forward to days of long reading, perhaps at the 
beach, the boat, or in the bed, so it is good to think experientially if not 
existentially about what stories and reading mean to us. 
  
When people read, they are in a story while reading, a storied context, an 
alternative narrative universe if you will.  We are at the doctor's office 
awaiting our appointment, we find our marked place in our book, in our 
story, and we slowly find ourselves among the characters of the book, 
being guided along by the plot and narrative, then we hear our names 
called.... 
  
And suddenly we are out of the story, we place our bookmark back in it's 
place and we long for the opportunity to get back "into our story" as soon 
as the opportunity arises.  When we read we are in a story, then when we 
finish our reading we go on to live our lives outside the story.  But our lives 
outside the story are shaped by the story itself.  We learn lessons, are 
filled with interesting ideas, visit places that we may never visit in person, 
and bump into all kinds of neat and fascinating characters who are like, 
but not exactly like ourselves and the people around us in our world. 
  



Characters you may recall in the stories of great civilizations (and some 
not so great), such as: Achilles, Odysseus, Beowulf, Virgil and Bernice, 
Hamlet, Claudius and Gertrud, King Lear and Cordelia, Macbeth, Gulliver, 
Faust and Mephistopheles, Hester Prynne, Ahab, Ishmael, and 
Queequeg, Billy Budd, Jane Eyre, Anna Karenina, Dmitri, Alyosha, and 
Smerdyakov, Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, Aunt Polly, the Widow Douglas and 
Jim, the Compson Family, "The Misfit", Lucy and Aslan, Dorothy, Tin Man, 
Cowardly Lion, and Scarecrow, the "Great and Terrible Oz", Elmer Gantry, 
Nick Adams, the Great Gatsby, Frodo and Bilbo, and many more! 
  
These great stories that we have read, or hopefully will get the opportunity 
to read, have both protagonists and antagonists, good and evil characters, 
some marred by their own sins, and yet heroic, yet all of these characters 
have an impact on our lives. 
  
If we are reading a good story, we anticipate the next chapter, the plot yet 
to be revealed and the dramatic conflict, and we come to look forward to 
sitting again, pulling out our faithful bookmark which locates us in the story 
at a particular point, and reading more as the story engages and captures 
our imagination once again. 
  
As readers of stories, we vicariously participate in the surroundings, the 
scenes, the life-setting, and see through the eyes of the characters, 
experiencing the thrills and the chills of the plot, as well as the mistakes, 
misfortunes and mischief, the bravery, brilliance, and bravado of the 
characters. 
  

Myth and Cable Television 

God has graciously provided a Divine Story for all families to pass down to 
the next generation.  Where does story or "myth" fit into most families 
today?  It is often absent.  Oftentimes families want to merely depict 
"naked reality" to children, thinking that another story or world would 
somehow make the child overly imaginative or superficial.  
  
Yet story or "myth" has been the context in which identity has been formed 
in a people since the creation.  It is not that families had no stories or 
"myths", but they had either true stories and "myths" found in God's Word-
Revelation, or they had false stories and myths.   
  
For many today, the television, particularly in soap operas, sit-coms, and 
movies-of-the-week, is the place where identities are formed.  Narrative 
worlds are built individually, with as many stories in one home or family as 
there are Comcast hookups for the television. 
  
We truly live in a "Comcast culture".  A culture where every family has a 
television set for each individual in the home.  Each television set is 



hooked up to Comcast with a variety of channels, over 700 to choose 
from, for each individual in the home.  Not only does this divide the home, 
separating people from mom, dad and siblings, but it creates conflicting, 
competitive stories, or narrative-worlds for each person in the home. 
  
What used to be the family story, is now the individual's favorite show.  
What now influences and creates identity, especially an individualistic 
identity is television and the variety of programming on them.  So, in other 
words, someone outside the home essentially creates the identity of 
individuals in our family!  Think about it. 
  
It is not that people will not have stories, or "myths", it is rather will they 
have a common story or "myth" whereby they can understand each other 
in the family as a particular community who believes something and 
recognizes their identity as something more comprehensive than their own 
generation.  Notice conversations at the water cooler at the office.  The 
conversations will revolve usually around a television show. The 
commonality in our culture comes essentially from watching the same 
programming that someone else creates and devises. 
  

Myth and "Nick at Nite" 

Even in my generation, as one raised on cable (perhaps "Cable culture" is 
another useful identity for this problem), I look forward to someone who 
remembers old TV shows, such as Andy Griffith, Batman, the Munsters, 
Speed Racer, Looney Tunes, Wild, Wild, West, Superfriends, Six Million 
Dollar Man, Mash, All in the Family, Sanford and Son, Mary Tyler Moore, 
and I Dream of Jeannie- - whew! the list could go on unfortunately (By the 
way, am I revealing my age, or have I just got a subscription to 'Nick at 
Nite'?- - you be the judge!).   
  
These television shows create a storied world, or narrative-world whereby 
we have the same vocabulary, language and can recall certain events that 
did not really happen in reality, even in our lives, disconnected from our 
families, but happened in some studio many years ago.  Think about it. 
  
The other day, an elderly woman was talking with a few people in our 
yard.  Her husband was helping me to chop down a vicious poison oak 
vine that had tightly grasped a tree in my yard.  She said we need to 
watch out, or it will be like the axe head that fell off and floated.  I knew the 
narrative world she was speaking about.  Elijah and the floating axe head.  
But the others in the group did not understand this common language, or 
vocabulary.  In fact, they remembered a particularly violent episode on 
television of a man with an axe and that was brought to their memory. 
  
The point is not that we shouldn't watch television or movies, but that we 
should have a greater Narrative, a storied world that is created and told by 



God the Creator and all of our lesser narratives and stories can be 
informed by them.  The very slippery trick the Devil has pulled on us all is 
that he has over two generations caused many people to be biblically 
illiterate.  He has separated the creatures from their storied world in the 
Bible. 
  
The metanarrative (or "Great Narrative") is no longer comprehensive 

known or told, but created as an insular enclosure for each 
individual "to create one's own reality" or to author one's own life by 

"recreating oneself!" 
  
I find this loss of a common and Biblical story sometimes challenging 
when preaching or teaching in different contexts.  In order to preach from 
many texts in the Bible, you have to have a certain knowledge of context 
and understand the flow of the Redemptive-Story.  I attempt to make this 
known, but sometimes those who are new to the Bible will not "get it" 
because they are unfamiliar with the drama of redemption.  They are 
biblically illiterate. 
  
Yet if I throw in a story of my own making into the sermon, or a scene from 
a film, or a television program, or a popular commercial on television, 
everyone wakes from their "dogmatic slumbers" to discover how Jesus fits 
into this or that story.  I am not saying this is bad to do in order to 
accommodate our preaching to the present, but the Scriptures really need 
no application.   
  
What I mean by that is that Scripture makes us and our stories relevant 
and interesting, we do not make the Scriptures relevant and interesting.  
They ARE relevant and interesting by virtue of the fact that they are 
authored by God Himself! 
  
Think about this, as New Testament scholar Michael Pasquarello III 
writes: 
  

"In the self-assured world of modernity, which encouraged us to 
believe that each of us authors our own story, the primary task of 

preaching was to provide insight and inspiration to assist anxious, 
stressed, and bored church members and seekers to make sense of 

the Bible on terms compatible to their world.   
  

Adherents of this kind of preaching often point to numerical 
evidence that suggests its "effectiveness," but often neglect a much 

larger and enduring theological and pastoral task.  This is to 
articulate the necessary wisdom [through Scripture] to see, or to 

make sense of ourselves, as people created and destined to know, 



love, worship, and serve the Triune God." ('Narrative Reading, 
Narrative Preaching: Inhabiting the Story', pg. 180). 

  

Story and Myth as the Foundation for Society 

Story and "myth" have been the foundation and "reality" for many 
societies.  The creation of stories, particularly mythical stories such as 
those of the Canaanites, the Babylonians, Egyptians, Greeks, and 
Romans are dim reflections of God's Story in Scripture.   
  
Because God is a God who reveals himself in stories and wants us to 
realize we are part of His story, other peoples' outside God's Word-
Revelation made up their own.  This is another attempt at exchanging the 
truth for a lie as Romans 1:24ff teaches, but it is also because we are all 
made in God's image and long for certain stories or "myths" to explain our 
world and ourselves. 
  
There is a true story, God's story that is to be passed down by believers in 
our families.  This is a paradigm plot that is designed to make sense of all 
of our lives. 
  
But what happens when the story is lost, or worst- - forgotten??  If you 
recall, the story of Israel was lost essentially after the tribes split after King 
Solomon's death, up until the time of after the Exile.  The Exile was the 
place in which the people of God wanted to re-gain and to re-know and to 
re-turn to their story so that they would understand who they were as the 
people of God.  As a curse and discipline by God, the Exile caused the 
people to realize the importance of their story. 
  
Here in John 8, the People of God, particularly the Teachers of Israel, 
have once again forgotten their story.  When they say to Jesus "We have 
never been in slavery", they are obviously not lying, for at that very 
moment they were under Roman enslavement ("free enslavement" 
perhaps but under the rule of another ungodly nation).  What has 
happened is that they have forgotten the story of their redemption, when 
they were slaves in Egypt! 
  
Remember the importance of this, these Teachers of the Law, were the 
"teacher-tellers" of this important story that was to be passed down to 
each generation in the covenant community -- and they had forgotten it!   
  
The Jewish Teachers were slaves and did not realize it!  Slaves to a 
false myth created by the Evil One!  These teacher-tellers had not 
only forgotten the Great Redemptive-Story of God but sought to 

rewrite it in the death of Messiah! 
  



This is why Jesus said that you will know the truth and the truth will set 
you free later in the dialogue (but more on 'The Slavery' in part 3). 
  

Finding Our Identity in the Story 

How do we gain our identity from the Story?  Think about all of the 
different individualistic stories (metanarratives) we hear around us, that tell 
the story of the people among whom we live!   
  
There are "corporate stories"- -"I am the UPS guy" (by the way the 
company logo is an attempt to create a story through an identity, for 
instance, all those who wore shirts that had IBM on them in the late 
eighties and early nineties were proud of their identity association). 
  
There are "family stories"- - "Have I ever told you how I met your 
momma?" 'Big Fish' is an excellent book and film by Tim Burton that 
shows the importance of family stories and the passing on of these stories 
to each generation so that each member of the family will have the same 
storied-identity.  [Note: Highly recommended book and film! If time 
permitted, I would love to analyze this particular book/film-story in light of 
what I am arguing for here]. 
  
There are "regional stories"- - "I'm a Southerner and proud of it...I miss the 
moonlight and magnolias of the "Old South".  "I'm from the West...I love to 
watch a good western and be reminded of the heroic, individualistic way 
that through true grit and determination we won the West from the 
Indians". 
  
There are "national stories"- - "American...my country right or wrong!" 
  
There are "religious stories"- - "I am Buddhist and am learning the way of 
consciousness from the Buddha's writings. 
  
Every generation must preserve and propagate the true story, lest other 
stories will fill the vacuum of our imaginations and so we will come to have 
false identities, or at least we will not know fully or truly who we are as the 
creatures of God, living and moving and having our being in his world. 
  

Preservation and Propagation of God's Story "to Us"! 

As covenant people, we must be about the preservation and propagation 
of God's Story.  This is why the covenant community should all work 
together as "Fathers and Mothers" in the community to pass on this 
important narrative.  We preserve as well the "language" and the 
"vocabulary" of the story as well lest it be lost.  If there is not a conscious 
effort to preserve language and the vocabulary of a people, then it will be 
lost. 



  
It is like losing one's accent.  My friend is from Ireland, but having lived in 
Maryland speaks like someone from Maryland.  I was born and bred in 
Georgia, yet because I have taken communication classes to train my 
voice for announcing, lived in Pennsylvania, Maryland and now Virginny, 
my accent has changed.  The only time my accent returns to me is when I 
revisit my parents and I reflect the accent, the language, and the 
vocabulary of my story. 
  
We want to preserve and propagate the "accent" of God's story to each 
generation, lest we end up speaking the language and vocabulary of the 
world. 
  
By recognizing ourselves in the true story of God's Word-Revelation, we 
can truly read alternate stories/editions (not "additions") and have the 
wisdom and discernment to avoid the "tall tales" and "old wives' tales" of 
the Evil One.  He tries to come into the covenant community to tempt us to 
laziness, sloth, or apathy with regard to passing on our Story and finding 
ourselves constantly within God's story. 
  
This is what Jesus means in John 8:36: "If the Son sets you free, you shall 
be free indeed."  Free from what?  To know the truth of reality, God's 
Story, so that you may live your life as you were created to live- - in God's 
presence, for his glory, and for your enjoyment. 
  

Your Own Comedy and Tragedy 

None of us can merely "shut the book" of reality, in the story we are living.  
We must face the fact that we are either living in God's Story and part of 
the comedy-tragedy, or part of the tragedy-comedy where the joke is on 
you!  In other words, you either are part of the Protagonist's Story, or your 
world is part of the Antagonist's story, but you are part of one of these 
stories!  Don't forget this! 
  
There are many "tall tales", or lies as substitute stories of which we are to 
be aware.  "Has God really said?" (Genesis 3:6ff).  Do you realize that 
God has authored your story whether you realize it or not?  The question 
is your relationship to the Author.   
  

Will your life turn out to be a comedy, a "happy ending" of bliss 
because of your faith in the One who caused comedy and tragedy to 

come together in Himself on the cross?   
  

Or will your life turn out to be a tragedy?   
  
A life that through all of your pursuits of goodness and happiness, actually 
will end up as a failure that everyone can see but yourself!  God knows the 



ending of your story, but you do not.  To avoid the terrible tragedy of being 
separated from God for eternity, turn to the Author now by calling out and 
believing upon the Lord Jesus Christ.  No tragedy you have read, no ghost 
story of blood-curdling fear that you have heard, will be as "tragic" as your 
own story when you face the wrath of God without a Mediator. 
  
Do you remember the formal definition of tragedy?  Tragedy is (in my 
words) the slow, vicious circle, of downward spiraling events, that lead to 
the inevitable in a character's life.  The reader of the tragedy sees the 
terrible end coming, but the main character does not.  The main 
character's own sin (or gifts!) shields them from seeing the truth.  If you 
are not allowing God's story to inform who you are and create your 
identity, you are part of a story, but it is a tragic one.  Remember two 
important scriptures concerning this: 
  
2 Corinthians 4:3-6: And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to 
those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is 
not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants 
for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.  
  
2 Corinthians 11:13-15: For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for 
even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no surprise if his 
servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their 
end will correspond to their deeds. 
  
This is real and frightening tragedy.  To think that those who know God's 
Story have tried to tell you, yet you were blinded from seeing your 
condition by the Evil Antagonist, who masquerades as an angel of light!  
You are dancing with a masquerading devil who knows the end of his 
story and wants yours to be the same!  How much more tragic could your 
situation in life be? 
  

Parables for Postmoderns 
One genre in Scripture that is helpful to understand our lives in God's 
Story is the genre of "parable".  When Jesus taught these parables, they 
were to veil the truth, but allow the True Story to inform the lives of those 
who had ears to hear.  Parables are essentially Jesus' stories rooted in the 
real world of people, that would inform the lives of those who had ears to 
hear, and reveal the truth of the Story of God in the coming of His 
Kingdom in Christ. 
  



These parables would raise the curtain, to shift metaphors to the play, in 
order for the world to see the stage on which all people are players and 
portrayers. 
  

We ought to remember Shakespeare and Wilde's comments: 

  

As Shakespeare said: "All the world is a stage, and all the men and 
women merely players; They have their exits and their entrances; 

and one man in time plays many parts, His acts being seven ages."   
  

Yet Oscar Wilde said: "The world is a stage, but the play is badly 
cast!" 

  

We live in a time known to many, and labeled by some as postmodern (no 
one really knows what this term means, but we realize we are in an 
unenviable position historically.  We can define the symptoms of "our 
time", but it is difficult truly to name it, so let's use the term for lack of a 
better one!).  Modernism was a time that believed that there was objective 
truth and that people could come to a knowledge of truth and of their lives 
through gaining understanding and rightly ordering their lives according to 
an objective pattern or standard.  Modernism was a time characterized by 
science and in order to know and understand something, you first must 
have proof of it.   

 

In contrast, Postmodernism is a time characterized by individualism which 
means there is no overarching metanarrative to guide us, no overarching 
objective truth to which we individually conform.  Individuals now make up 
our own stories and find others with the same stories and form groups or 
societies in which they may live and face reality.   

In Postmodernism, truth is what you make it.  Each of us is autonomous 
according to this thinking.  We no longer read novels and literature to gain 
an understanding of what the author meant, we are the “deconstructive 
discoverers” who invent the meaning ourselves, because we are the 
authors who determine meaning.  We see this in the idea expressed thus: 
“To me, I think (or better) feel it means…” 

In Postmodernism there is a primacy of feelings over thinking.  So, we as 
Christians have to find a Biblical, yet fresh way to communicate to people 
who see themselves not in an orderly universe, with real and absolute 
truth to which they must conform themselves.  Rather, we must seek 
others in stories.   



We must learn once again to tell stories to our generation of Postmodern 
people.  We can learn this great storytelling ability from our Lord himself!  
We must learn to focus the gospel to this generation in characters, plots, 
acts, and stories.  Parables are just what we need!   

Postmodern People cannot ‘deconstruct’ these stories, but the 
stories deconstruct them, by his grace! 

The Story of Your Life... 
What story best defines and tells the "story of your life"?  Is it merely a 
family story, a regional story, a vague religious story, a television show 
story, or a national story?  If you have realized cognitively that God's Story 
is THE STORY, is God's story merely a preface to your own story, the 
story you are trying to individualistically author on your own?  "I wrote it my 
way!" 
  
Is God's story just a mere chapter in your great story to make a name for 
yourself? (Look at all of the scriptures concerning those who want to make 
a name for themselves beginning with Genesis 4; also 11:4ff).  Or are you 
a part of the family story of Abraham, who by faith believed that God 
would make his name great?  God says in Genesis 12:2: 
  
Genesis 12:2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
  
Or is God's story, in all its epic fullness told in creation, fall, redemption 
and consummation the story you find yourself in as an important 
covenantal character, who knows the Author (by name as Father), who 
knows the ending, and identifies yourself as one for whom He loved and 
died? 
  
Do you make up your own story based on merely family identity.  This was 
Israel's sin when Jesus came as the "End of the Story".  Is your story 
merely in your calling, your job, your company, your title, your parenthood, 
or your region?  Or are all these "chapters" of your story, the call, the job, 
the company, the title, etc. part of the story that God is telling on a cosmic 
scale? 
  

Is God's story your story?  Perhaps you are new to God's story.  
Allow all the other self-created/self-written stories to be redrafted as 
you submit them to the Great Editor, who will reveal to you the true 

and final draft of His Revealed-Story. 
  
These Jewish leaders in John 8 who are blessed to be in the covenant, 
under the preaching of the Word and visually partakers in the sacrifices 
and other visible practices that God had given the people to strengthen 



their faith, have forgotten that they have ever been in slavery to anyone!  
These Jewish leaders in John 8 are blessed to see the incarnate living 
Word right before their very eyes and rather than submit to His Story, they 
have in reality rewritten their story to suit their own desires. 
 
This is significant for understanding this dialogue between Jesus and the 
crowds.  If they had forgotten their story in redemptive history, then they 
would have forgotten also the promises of God toward them in Messiah to 
come, as well as they would have built their earthly Jewish kingdom on 
merely the hope of man! 
  

Scripture is God's Story-Witness 
Scripture is God's Story-Witness.  It is God's story of eternal life in God's 
Son (5:39a).  It is one covenantal whole because in the Old and New 
Covenant Scriptures you have the complete drama of God's salvation and 
man's redemption that is part of the Covenant of Grace that God made 
with His Son before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:1-14). 
  
The Son was to be the hope of God's people; God's provision for 
salvation.  The Old Covenant people were to pay attention to the 
revelation of God so that as he brought all things to an end in Jesus, they 
would be prepared for such a great and climatic ending.   
  

God becoming flesh (John 1:14-18) in the fullness of the times was 
not exactly how the people of God were expecting God to 

consummately and climatically end his story!  Never in their wildest 
imaginations (although it was revealed in Moses and the Prophets) 

did the people ever think that God's Story would end with the Author 
coming into the Story itself to save! 

  

Though many tried to understand God's great ending of His Story: 
  
1 Peter 1:8-12: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 

9
 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10
 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was 
to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 

11
 inquiring what person or time the 

Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the subsequent glories. 

12
 It was revealed to them that they were serving not 

themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look.  
  
This was a story awaiting a climatic conclusion, but many were not 
anticipating just how astounding the end would be.  So Jesus comes to tell 
the ending, to be the ending, to fulfill the wildest imaginations and hope of 
God's people.  This is why God's story in Scripture bears witness to Christ 
(5:39b) and it is a story that reveals God's love and is preparatory for the 



Coming of Christ (5:40-44).  In other words, the Old Covenant is the 
background scenery for the drama of redemption fulfilled in Jesus. 
  

How is Jesus the End of the Story? 
  
Jesus is Creator/Greater than Moses/Seed of the Woman, Seed of the 
promise to Abraham/Tabernacle, Temple, and Presence of God/Jesus the 
One who redeems us from more than slavery to Pharaoh and in Egypt, but 
slavery to the Devil and our sins/Jesus the Law-Giver/Greater than all the 
priests of the Old Covenant combined/The Final and Once-and-for-all 
sacrifice for sins/One Greater than Joshua as the Commander of the 
LORD's Army/Greater than all the judges-deliverers who were less than 
noble, but powerful by God's Spirit! 
  
Jesus is Greater King than David/Greater than all the Prophets and God's 
Final Prophetic Word/Jesus is the Great Singer of the Psalms/Jesus is the 
Embodied Wisdom of the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes/The Lover of our souls 
greater than the Song of Songs/The Suffering Servant of Isaiah/The 
fulfillment of the Last Days hope of the prophets/The Son of Man of the 
Book of Daniel/The True and Faithful Israelite/The Elect One/the Alpha 
and the Omega! 
  

And these are just the beginning of our understanding of the ending! 
  

Covenantal Faith 

Memories are God's gift to man.  We have the capability of remembering 
important events in our lives by virtue of being made in God's image.  
Because we are image-bearers we have the ability to remember and to 
store up memories.  Memories are stories that have been "written" if you 
will in our minds as well as our experiences.  Our memories are in our 
minds, but through these experiences of living the story, you can also see 
the memories on our faces in lines, wrinkles, in our eyes, etc. 
  
Our existence and living in a family enables us to inherit the memories of 
our fathers.  We can be part of a "family story" that is over 2000 years, 
and connected by stories and memories of only about 20 or so people in 
our family.  The generations overlap and if everyone lives an average of 
70 years, the stories or memories can be passed on to many in or 
families. 
  
These memories of the past, particularly as God's people are important 
and vital to our family's continued "faith existence".  Through the 
memories of the past, where we recount God's faithfulness and goodness 
to our fathers, we can share in the memories that strengthened the faith of 
our fathers and encourages and spurs on the faith of all within the 
household. 



  

God's promise to Abraham's seed is that "like father, like son".  The 
father's story, written by God, might then be the story passed on to the 
next generation and become the son's story by faith as well! 
  

This covenantal faith will be better understood as we proceed to part 2 
and 3 of our study on John 8: 'The Seed' and 'The Slavery'! 
  

For Further Reading and Thinking on this Subject: 
  
Joel B. Green and Michael Pasquarello III, editors, 'Narrative Reading, 
Narrative Preaching: Reuniting New Testament Interpretation and 
Proclamation' 
  
Robert Jenson, 'How the World Lost It's Story', First Things 36 (Oct. 
1993): 19-24. 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, 'Commentary on John's Gospel' 
Ryken, Longman III, et al, 'Dictionary of Biblical Imagery' 
  
This 'Word of Encouragement' and all of the content is copyrighted material.  Copyright 
2004-2005 Biggsman Productions 
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Asleep in the light.  Apathy in the covenant.  Unbelief in the family.  God's 
promises to each generation of believers in the covenant community are 
to be passed down to the next generation.  Remembrance of God's grace 
and mercy in his redemption from Egyptian slavery and bondage, and the 
importance of believing God's promises of grace in the future, these were 
to be the truths communicated by father's and mother's of Israel to their 
sons. 
  

As a recap, in John 6 Jesus dialogues with the teachers of the Law and 
Pharisees, some believe (6:14ff), then Jesus challenges their beliefs by 
telling them the truth and they end up leaving him as a disciples (6:66).   
  
In John 7, Jesus comes to the Feast of Tabernacles to teach the Law of 
God, the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees dialogue and debate with 
him, some believe, then many end up turning from him as he again tells 
the truth that he has heard from God, will send the Holy Spirit, and truly 
judges right and accurately because he is sent from God. 
  
In John 8, particularly verses 21-59, Jesus, the teachers of the Law and 
the Pharisees reach the height of their dialogue and debate.  By the end of 
John 8, Jesus' death is secured in the minds of the Jews who oppose him, 
who do not receive him, but reject him.  Jesus' death is secured because 
at the end of the dialogue, Jesus comes straight out and tells them three 
very shocking, and in their minds, audacious claims again about the 
truth.   
  
 

“Like Father, Like Son” 

John 8:31-47: 
31

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 

32
 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free." 
33

 They answered him, "We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, 'You will become free'?" 

34
 Jesus 

answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35

 
The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 

36
 So if the Son 

sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
37

 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you 
seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 

38
 I speak of what I have seen 

with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father." 
39

 They answered 
him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you were Abraham's children, 
you would be doing what Abraham did, 

40
 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has 

told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 
41

 You are doing 
what your father did." They said to him, "We were not born of sexual immorality. We have 
one Father- even God." 

42
 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love 

me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.  
  
43

 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my 
word. 

44
 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. 

He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, 
for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

45
 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe 



me. 
46

 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 
47

 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear 
them is that you are not of God." 
  
The Jews answered him, "Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?" 

49 
Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 

dishonor me. 
50 

Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 
judge. 

51 
Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death." 

52 

The Jews said to him, "Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the 
prophets, yet you say, 'If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.' 

53 
Are you 

greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make 
yourself out to be?" 

54 
Jesus answered, "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my 

Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, 'He is our God.' 
55 

But you have not known 
him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do 
know him and I keep his word. 

56 
Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 

He saw it and was glad." 
57 

So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and 
have you seen Abraham?" 

58 
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I am." 
59 

So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself 
and went out of the temple. 
  
Jesus tells the Jewish leaders who oppose him: 1) You are spiritual slaves 
(8:31-36); 2) You are of your father the devil (or literally seed of the 
serpent) (39-45); and 3) I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God and Author of the Covenant (50-59).  [Note: I am using the word 
"seed" as a biblical-theological term that means "offspring".  Some 
translations have "seed", some translations have "offspring".  I think the 
word "seed" carries a biblical-theological theme in Scripture that should 
not be overlooked (see Genesis 3:14-18; cf. Galatians 3:16-29; Revelation 
12)]. 
 

The Fullness of the Times 
You could say that the Old Covenant people's main task was to preserve, 
to pass down, and to prepare for the coming of Messiah.  They were 
commissioned by God to preserve God's Word (Deut. 4), to pass it down 
to every generation (Deut. 6; Psalm 78), and to prepare for the Messiah 
who was to come (Deut. 18:15-19).   
  

However, by the time Jesus comes in the fullness of the times, the truth of 
God has not been fully preserved, but tainted by traditions of men 
(Matthew 15), the truth passed down has been largely forgotten because 
the people of God are relying not on God's grace but on the works of the 
Law, and the majority of Israel are not prepared for Messiah, for when he 
comes they reject him wholeheartedly and seek to have him killed. 
  

Yet God preserved a remnant of believers, sons/seed of Abraham who still 
were preserving, passing down, and prepared to receive God's grace and 
consummate salvation.  When the fullness of the times came in Jesus, 
some such as Simeon and Anna, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, and Joseph 
still believed in God's promises to them, but many within Israel responded 



with apathy and unbelief (John 1:9-11).  Remember what Simeon 
said when he caught a glimpse of God incarnate as a baby at the temple? 
  

Luke 2:27-32: And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, 29 "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel." 

  
Some had forgotten God's grace to them and the fact that they had been 
slaves in Egypt (see vol. VII, issue 12).  Some did not understand that 
they were indeed spiritual slaves: slaves to sin and bondage to the Evil 
One.  The Law of God's purpose was to be a tutor to the people of God so 
that they would know that they remained in sin apart from God's rescue 
and deliverance by grace!  As Galatians 3 teaches: 
  
Galatians 3:16-29: Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It 
does not say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but referring to one, "And to 
your offspring," who is Christ. 

17 
This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 

years afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to 
make the promise void. 

18 
For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer 

comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise. 
19 

Why then the law? 
It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom 
the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 
intermediary. 

20 
Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one. 

21 
Is 

the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been 
given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 

22 
But the 

Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who believe. 

23 
Now before faith came, we were held 

captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 
24 

So 
then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified 
by faith. 

25 
But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 

26 
for in 

Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
27 

For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

28 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. 

29 
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according 

to promise. 
 
Yet the reason why the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law were 
spiritual slaves is that they were trying to gain salvation through the works 
of the Law, apart from faith.  Jesus tells them they are slaves because the 
Law reveals our need of a Savior, as a guardian/tutor/schoolmaster until 
faith in Christ is fully revealed in the fullness of the times! 
  
Remember that since the garden of Eden, whenever man would believe a 
lie, apart from the Truth revealed by God, they were depending on their 
works to save them.  Works-righteousness always has as it's origin the 
murderous lies of the devil.   



  
So, when Jesus comes and is sent from God to declare the good news of 
His redemption by faith- -the "truth that shall set them free"- - the 
Pharisees reject him.  They are not looking to the promises of God by faith 
to save them and set them free (as Abraham did when he "believed and it 
was credited to him as righteousness"), rather they are trusting in the lies 
of the devil of works-righteousness according to the Law to be righteous 
and free. 
  
Sad indeed! 
  

Truth and Lies 
In the covenant community, the community of God's Revelation-Truth to 
his people, over time the lies of the Evil One, the Devil had come to 
corrupt some of their minds and hearts.  As in the Garden of Eden, God's 
Truth, His Revealed Word was challenged by the lies of the Devil.  When 
God says, as in Genesis 3:3, he is telling the truth.  When the 
serpent/devil says, as in Genesis 3:4, he is speaking his native language -
- lies- - for he is the father of lies.  
  
ESV Genesis 3:1-13: Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 
'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
"We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 'You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch 
it, lest you die.'" 4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to 
her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God 
called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 And he said, "I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 
myself." 11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD 
God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

 

As in Adam, there was a seed of the woman which continued a righteous 
line of people, so there was also the seed of the serpent that challenged 
the righteous line who lived by faith.  God promised Adam and Eve that 
the seed of the woman would one day destroy the seed of the serpent in 
Genesis 3:15: "The Seed of the Woman shall crush his head, the seed of 
the serpent shall bruise his heel. 
  



This was made clearer when God made a covenant later with Abram in 
Genesis 12, 15, and 17.  God promised to Abraham that through is 
seed/offspring the whole world would be blessed.  So, the seed of the 
woman Eve, was now continuing through a man named Abram who 
believed God's promises, and awaited God's true Salvation-Seed to be 
revealed in God's time.  All of Abraham's seed/offspring were part of the 
covenant community commanded to preserve, to pass down, and to 
prepare the world with this good news, or gospel! 
  

Exchanging the Truth of God for a Lie 

The Pharisees in their conversation with Jesus in John 8 are appealing to 
Abraham as their father: "We are seed/offspring of Abraham..."  Yet, in 
Abraham's own household, we should remember that he had children of 
promise such as Isaac as well as unbelieving children of the seed of the 
serpent in Ishmael.   
  

In his son's family, Isaac had both Jacob and Esau, a son of the promised 
seed, as well as an unbelieving son of the serpent, or one who did not 
believe the promises of God like Father Abraham, and thus believed a lie 
forsaking the covenant promises of God (cf. Romans 9:7-22). 
  

Each generation of God's household was to teach and train their children 
in the faith of Abraham, the faith of those who believed and were reckoned 
righteous by their faith.  But alongside this generation of faith, was a 
generation of unbelief and apathy, those asleep in the light, as well as 
those actively hostile to the light of God revealed -- the unbelievers.   
  

Jesus is telling the Pharisees that he is only speaking the words the 
Father has told him to reveal to them- - this is the truth.  The truth of what 
he says, as well as who he is will indeed set them free. 
  

But they do not believe.  They don't believe just because he tells them the 
truth.  This is hard for us to understand perhaps, but they are believing a 
lie of their father the devil, they are hating Jesus and so wanting to murder 
him, and they are believing lies rather than the truth so revealing their 
hardness of heart resulting in no faith in Him.   
  

Jesus tells them if you were truly Abraham's children, then you 
would do what Abraham did- -love and believe, not hate, murder, and 

lie as the Devil has done from the beginning. 
 
In Genesis, we see that the Devil has been a murderer and a liar from the 
very beginning.  When he lied to Adam and Eve it was not for their good, 
but for an evil purpose so that they would die.  God in his grace 
intervened, as he always has in redemptive-history to save his people by 
changing their hearts, opening their eyes and ears, so that they would 



respond to God's promises by faith, and could see and hear the truth of 
God.  Jesus says to the Pharisees in John 8:45 that it is because he tells 
them the truth that they truly do not believe: 
  

Jesus says: "But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me." 
  

We should remember the Apostle John's first letter to the churches of 
Christ as he instructs the people of this reality.  How do we know the 
children/seed of God and recognize them from the children/seed of the 
devil?  By recognizing their covenantal fruit and family-faith resemblance: 
  
1 John 3:1-10: See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. 

2 
Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will 

be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 

3 
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies 

himself as he is pure. 
4 
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 
5 
You know that he appeared to take away sins, 

and in him there is no sin. 
6 
No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 

who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
7 
Little children, let no 

one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 

8 
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 

been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the works of the devil. 

9 
No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, 

for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been 
born of God. 

10 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 

children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is 
the one who does not love his brother.  
  

Covenantal Fathers and Mothers 
Covenantal fathers and mothers are to tell the great redemption story to 
each generation.  As this story of God’s grace is passed down to each 
generation, the next generation is to be as their fathers and mothers and 
believe the promises of God.  This is the essence of covenant theology. 
 
Covenantal theology is difficult for modern men to understand.  We 
moderns are about results and methods and the right “means to the end”.  
We want to know what works and how to get the best “belief-results” from 
our children.  So we try different methods to get our children to believe 
God. 
 
But God has a different plan.  He wants fathers and mothers to reflect 
God’s grace in their life and to tell the story of his redemption to each 
generation relying on God’s promises for the results.  As Peter shows the 
unity and continuity of the Old Covenant promises to New Covenant 
people as well on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:38-39: 
  

And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 



will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and 
for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord 

our God calls to himself." 
  

The Old Covenant promises to Abraham still apply to those who believe 
God's promises by faith - -as did Abraham.  Yet Satan has sadly tempted 
as many fathers to live unrighteously and inconsistent before their children 
as he has tempted fathers to disregard the covenant promises of God in 
order to follow one’s own individualistic plan of salvation and faith for 
children. 
  
We must be on guard against this.  In our story from John 8:30-59, Jesus 
is before the Teachers of the Law and the crowds telling them of the 
salvation that is being revealed before their very eyes.  The end of the 
story- - Jesus himself- - was telling them truth from above that they must 
submit to and understand (John 8:23; see also study on John 5 for Jesus 
as the "End of the Old Covenant Story"). 
 
The whole reason for the covenant was to prepare the way for the 
Messiah, and when he would come, that He might find faith on the earth.  
Here, Jesus is telling the crowds who he is, and many are not believing his 
word. 
 
 

 
But notice the response of the covenant community to the very Climax and 
Consummator of the Covenant: "We are Abraham's seed" (offspring) (v. 
33).  "...We have never been enslaved" (v. 34).  How soon this covenant 
community had forgotten their covenant storied context.  

Family-Faith Resemblance 

In fact, there are those there who desire to kill him and so they are not 
doing what their father Abraham taught them to do by beliving God’s word.  
John 8:37 tells us that they are seeking to kill Jesus (cf. John 7:1-2).  This 
is more like Cain, rather than Abraham (v. 41).  They are seeking to kill 
him as the Devil and his children have always sought to do in accordance 
with the Devil's character of being a murderer and a liar. 
  

If they were truly "Abraham's seed" their would be a "family-faith" 
resemblance- - like father, like son is true spiritually as well.  

  
Most of the time, a spiritual acorn does not fall far from the spiritual oak 
tree.  As Jesus says in Matthew 7 a good tree bears good fruit, and a bad 
tree bears bad fruit; so you will know the tree by the fruit it bears. 
 
Even when Jesus was born, the Devil’s seed was awaiting 
Jesus’ incarnate arrival and in King Herod, ordered the death of all male 



children- - that would have put an end to the hope, salvation and ultimate 
redemption in Jesus Christ the God-Man.  However, this attempt failed 
because of the good grace and mercy of Jesus’ Father in Heaven. 
 
This is not the only time the Evil One, or Satan attempted to kill Jesus 
through the Satanic Seed.  After God had promised that Eve would bear a 
child who would one day redeem them from their fall into sin and misery, 
the evil Cain was there to take the life of his brother Abel, the righteous 
Abel who served God and did not seek a name for himself. 
 
All through redemptive-history we see the attempt of the serpent’s seed to 
kill the promised child of God who was the hope of all of God’s covenant 
promises to his people.  We see this pictured in Revelation 12: 
 
ESV Revelation 12: And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the 
sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She 
was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 
And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven 
heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a 
third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood 
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he 
might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations 
with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and the 
woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which 
she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his 
angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 
but he was defeated and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And 
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world- he was thrown down to the earth, and 
his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, "Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown 
down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 
they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and 
you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come 
down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!" 13 And when 
the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman 
who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings 
of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the 
place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The 
serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her 
away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his 
mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make 
war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God 
and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. 

  
As with Eve's seed, so with Mary's seed, and now the Church's seed or 
children, the dragon-serpent is trying to deceive and tempt many to 
unbelief in God's promises.  He is still a murderer and a liar and we must 
be on our guard against him standing in the full armor of God (Eph. 6:10-



18).  Notice in the above passage in Revelation, how God saves the child, 
that is Jesus in his ascension, and those who believe in his promises and 
are covered by his blood are victorious over the dragon-serpent. 
 
The "seed of the serpent" are these standing before Jesus in John 8 and 
lying about who they truly know him to be (remember they are 
suppressing this truth and exchanging the truth for a lie of Satan according 
to Romans 1:19-25).  These "sons of Satan" (who are Jewish leaders 
remember, part of the "principalities and powers" spoken of in Ephesians 
6 whether we like to think about this or not) would later be the instruments 
through which Satan will try to master the living God through the death of 
Jesus. 
  

Yet it will be Christ's glorious triumph and resurrection victory that will 
strike a fatal blow to Satan and all of his principalities and powers.  As 
Colossians 2 teaches us concerning Jesus who "disarmed the rules and 
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them": 
  
Colossians 2:9-15: For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule 
and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the 
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, 
who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.  
  

Covenantal Fruit: Faith and Love 

If they were truly "Abraham's seed/offspring" then they would bear 
covenantal fruit: faith and love.  Remember Jesus acknowledges that they 
are physically Abraham's seed/offspring (8:37), but he denies that they are 
spiritually Abraham's seed/offspring (8:41-44), and this spiritual-faith 
resemblance is what matters.  A relationship to Jesus is what matters, not 
merely church attendance or being brought up in a Christian home. 
 
In John 8:31-32, Jesus says for the people to "abide in His Word".  There 
is a covenantal privilege of having the Word of God preached and taught- 
- but we are to abide/remain in that word.  The abiding/remaining in Jesus' 
Word is evidence of true faith/election within covenant community.   
  



What is the relationship between covenant and election?  Well they are 
related, but to put it simply, the covenant is the context in which election 
takes place.  Election is only known to God and is a mystery.  The 
covenant is the privileged place and context where election finds its 
fulfillment.  The covenant-community in the church for instance is the 
place where God's promises are preached, made known, and passed on 
to all those who have ears to hear. 
  
How do you know you are one of the elect?  Well, you will never know by 
trying to speculate and spuriously trying to enter God's mind and 
imagination, but you can allow him to capture your imagination.  You can 
never know by your feelings, because your feelings change as the 
direction of the wind (and as often!).  So, how do you know that you are a 
true child of Abraham, on of the believing elect?  You believe as Abraham 
believed God's promises, and you look for the covenantal fruit of faith and 
love in Jesus. 
  
This means that you know of your calling and election within the privileged 
status of being in the covenant community by your faith, by your 
abiding/remaining/believing Jesus' Word.  AS 2 Peter 1:10 says: 
  
Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, 
for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 
  
In the context of 2 Peter 1:10, Peter is revealing to us how to know our 
calling and election and to have assurance.  It is by a living faith that 
abides/remains in Jesus' Word and bears fruit that will last (we will study 
this further in John 15).  Notice the whole context of Peter's statement 
about calling and election, it begins in verse 5: 
  
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge, 

6 
and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 

steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
7 
and godliness with brotherly 

affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
8 
For if these qualities are yours and are 

increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 
For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he 

is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 
10 

Therefore, 
brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall.  
  
It starts with faith in God's promises to save you.  Faith in 
abiding/remaining in Jesus' Word is the foundation from which all the other 
Christian virtues grow out and prevent us from being "ineffective" and 
"unfruitful" in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Otherwise, Peter 
says we are "blind" and "have forgotten that we have been cleansed from 
former sins". 
  

Covenantal Privileges Imply Covenantal Responsibility 



Covenant children must think about this very seriously.  You have seen 
mom and dad's faith.  You have heard the story of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and how Jesus fufills the covenant.   You must now believe as 
Abraham, mom and dad, and others within the covenant community 
believe. 
  
For your great threat and hindrance to faith as you grow up in the 
covenant community is unbelief and apathy.  Unbelief and apathy, rather 
than abiding/remaining happens to many well meaning young people as 
they grow up in the privileged status of being in the covenantal family, 
hearing, seeing, and experiencing the "powers of the age to come" 
(Hebrews 6:4ff). 
  

Jesus says "believe"- - that is, abide/remain.  This brings us to another 
important lesson to be learned from this.  As Philip E. Hughes once taught 
to memorably,  
  

"Covenantal privileges imply covenantal responsibility." 
  
Instead of the covenantal teachers in John 8 desiring to see Jesus dead, 
they would have love as the foundation and evidence of their faith as well.  
In John 8:42, Jesus is telling the Jewish leaders that love would 
characterize their lives, not murder and lies: 
  
Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for 
I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he 

sent me. 
 
  

Rather, Jesus says in John 8:44, "you are of your father, the Devil"- - Like 
father, like son regarding the seed of the serpent.  Remember when the 
Jewish leaders first heard of John the Baptist, they went out to check him 
out and to hear him preach.  When they approached him proudly rather 
than repentantly, John the Baptist preached this sharp message aimed 
directly to them (and this shows the unity of the Word of God- - John the 
Baptist's and Jesus' message was one and the same from the same God 
of His Word): 
  
Matthew 3:6-12: But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 

8 
Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 

9 
And do not presume to 

say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,' for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 

10 
Even now the axe is laid to the 

root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 

11 
"I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

12 
His winnowing fork is in his hand, 

and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 



  

John the Baptist does not call the Pharisees and Sadducees specifically 
the "Seed of the serpent" but he does call them a "brood of vipers" which 
is in the same family!  He tells them that they must bear fruit of 
repentance: love and faith.  The Jewish leaders have presumed that by 
having Abraham as their father, they are safe and sound in their election 
within the covenant. 
  

Yet it is Abraham's faith, not merely Abraham's fatherhood that the 
people of God were to claim as their own- - because of God's grace! 

  

It is the same still today!  
  

In Matthew 3, John the Baptist tells them that God could elect and raise up 
rocks if he had so desired.  He tells them that the axe is laid at the root of 
the apathetic and unbiblical trees of their teaching.  Jesus who is coming 
is going to come with his winnowing fork, gathering wheat (his elect) into 
his barn, while clearing out the chaff who he will burn with unquenchable 
fire. 
  

Remember the Apostle Paul's words to the Jews who boast about their 
physical descent from Abraham at the expense of the Gentiles in Romans 
2:4-29 (various verses- pay particular attention to 2:17, 26-29): 
  
4 
Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not 

knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 
5 
But because of your 

hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when 
God's righteous judgment will be revealed.... 
  
12 

For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who 
have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 

13 
For it is not the hearers of the law 

who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. 
14 

For when 
Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to 
themselves, even though they do not have the law. 

15 
They show that the work of the law 

is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them 

16 
on that day when, according to my gospel, God 

judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.  
  
17 

But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law and boast in God 
18 

and know his will 
and approve what is excellent, because you are instructed from the law; 

19 
and if you are 

sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, 
20 

an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of 
knowledge and truth- 

21 
you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? While you 

preach against stealing, do you steal? 
22 

You who say that one must not commit adultery, 
do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 

23 
You who boast in 

the law dishonor God by breaking the law. 
24 

For, as it is written, "The name of God is 
blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you." 

25 
For circumcision indeed is of value if 

you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
  
26 

So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his 
uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 

27 
Then he who is physically 



uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and 
circumcision but break the law. 

28 
For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, 

nor is circumcision outward and physical. 
29 

But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is 
not from man but from God. 
  

As the Apostle Paul says in Romans 2:28-29: "For no one is a Jew 
who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 

physical.  But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 
the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter..." 

  
 

"Before Abraham Existed...I AM" 
John 8:56-58: "Before Abraham was, I AM".  Jesus is saying: "I AM the 
One who made the covenantal promises to Abraham that you are not 
believing, but fatally relying upon their mere physical descent from 
Abraham rather than their true and believing spiritual descent.  In Exodus 
3, God reveals himself savingly and covenantally to Moses: 
  
Exodus 3:11-15: But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and 
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" 12 He said, "But I will be with you, and 
this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 13 Then Moses said to 
God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to 
them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the 
people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 15 God also said to Moses, "Say this to 
the people of Israel, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, 
and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.  
  
Jesus is revealing himself here as not merely a prophet, but a prophet 
equal with God.  He is the Great I AM, the covenantal God who promises 
to his people that he will save them by faith (Gen. 12; 15; 17; Romans 4).  
The spiritual descent in the covenantal family is what makes one a true 
child of the Father.   
  
Jesus is saying in John 8:56-58, "I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, the God of the Living who lives today!  I AM the God who elects 
those within the covenant community who believe and have faith as 
Abraham believed and had faith (cf. Romans 4; Galatians 3).  I AM the 
One Who will be cut in half and perish if I fail to keep my covenantal 
promises to Abraham. 
  

The Truth is...You will Die! 
Yet they do not believe!  How about yourself?  Do you believe this Christ, 
or is it just because he tells you the truth that you refuse to believe?  As in 
the garden of Eden, the Devil said "You shall not die!", so he says that to 



many self-satisfied and self-confident people today who like to invent their 
own religion.  Yet the truth is...the truth that sets you free from Jesus 
himself is that if you don't believe in him, you will surely die!  Who are you 
going to believe? 
  
Believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, the True and Only Seed of Abraham, 
and by faith in Him because of grace you will live and never see death.  
Jesus says in John 8:23-24: 
  

He said to them,"You are from below; I am from above. You are of 
this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in 
your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your 

sins."  
  
The opposite of this promise of death and curse is the promise that you 
will live forever, eternally, and not die in your sins.  The Pharisees and 
teachers of the Law who opposed Jesus in John 8 believed a lie and did 
not believe in God's promises as Father Abraham.  In fact, they depended 
upon their own righteous works of the Law.   
  

The point Jesus was trying to communicate to them, the "truth that 
would have set them free" if they had believed is that salvation is 
through believing the promises of God, never through works.  The 

works of the Law only revealed that they were spiritual slaves rather 
than spiritual sons! 

  

Satan and his seed have always been liars.  In Genesis 3 as we read 
above, Satan asked Adam and Eve "Has God really said?"  When all of 
them knew good and well that God had not only truly said, but clearly said 
"If you eat of this tree you will die!" (Gen. 2:17). 
  

Here in the Jewish leaders, the seed of Satan, Satan is essentially saying 
through them not merely "Has God really said?", but now are saying "Has 
God really said, and is God really saying in Jesus?"  "Has God really said 
in Jesus?"  This is why in the context of John 8, Jesus continues to point 
to His goal and work of glorifying the Father over himself and doing the 
work of the One Who has truly sent him! 
  

More on 'The Slavery' in the next issue of 'Word of Encouragement' 
  

John 3:16-18 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


Soli Deo Gloria! 
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