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Word of Encouragement 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
Part One 

Rev. Charles R. Biggs 
 

Revelation Chapter One 
Revelation 1: The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, 

2 
who bore witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
3 
Blessed is the one who reads 

aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, for the time is near. 

4 
John to the seven churches that are in 

Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

5 
and from Jesus Christ the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him 
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 

6 
and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 

7 
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. 
Even so. Amen. 

8  
  
The Book of Revelation is God's Word to Us! 

The Book of Revelation is a book that is either misunderstood and 
avoided, or it becomes a book where Christians become overly 
preoccupied or imbalanced in their study of it.  Oceans of ink has been 
spilled in attempts to interpret the book rightly, and there have been a 
variety of interpretations, particularly with regard to issues such as the 
Millennium (Is the Millennium referred to in Revelation 20 literal or 
symbolic?), the time of Christ's return, as well as many other issues. 
  
Some wise teachers in the past have avoided preaching or writing 
on Revelation altogether, and many Christians today avoid reading it 
because it is very confusing to them.  In the next few studies, I want to 
attempt by God's grace to write on what is clear from this book and to 
remind us as Christians that there is a blessing that goes along with the 
reading of the book (Rev. 1:3).  The next few studies will be from chapter 
1 of Revelation, a very foundational and important chapter for interpreting 
the remainder of the book. 
  
I do not presume to have all the answers for this challenging, as well as 
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important book, but I do know that it is part of the God-breathed, infallible, 
and inerrant revelation of God to man.  The Book of Revelation is part of 
what God has given us for the people of God to be fully equipped for every 
good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17).  He has given it to us in Holy Scripture to 
rebuke, encourage, correct, and strengthen us.  He has revealed Jesus 
Christ in this book so that we might have everything we need for life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3-10).  Therefore, for all these reasons, it is important 
for us to try and understand this book as Christians. 
  
  

"The Main Thing" 

The title of the book, 'The Book of Revelation', comes from the first 
sentence which describes the book as 'The Revelation of Jesus Christ'.  
As we begin this study, I think it supremely important to understand that 
the book, in addition to everything else we learn in it, is foremost 'The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ'. 
  
In other words, the Book of Revelation is to be understood as the 
unveiling, or revealing of Jesus Christ.  Not merely Jesus' revelation ( the 
revelation belonging to Jesus), but the book should primarily be 
understood as the revelation of, or about Jesus (God's revelation about 
Jesus -- to us!).  The knowledge and understanding of this important focus 
may keep us away from unhealthy preoccupations with how history will 
unfold in the future, as well as fictional speculation on when the return of 
Christ will be. [see note below].   
  
I was once told by a wise pastor that one important idea to keep in mind 
when speaking, writing, or preaching is this: "The main thing is to keep the 
main thing the main thing."  In our study of Revelation, by keeping the 
main thing, well, the main thing, that is the focus upon God's revelation of 
Jesus, then our attention and our primary concern in our interpretation and 
understanding of the Book of Revelation will be on the present work of 
Jesus NOW for his people and the encouraging hope, promises, grace, 
and strength that this knowledge, this revelation brings to us today in the 
midst of our struggles in this world and our pursuit of holiness. 
  
[Note: This book is entitled Revelation (singular), not Revelations (plural).  
This matters.  Many today call it Revelations and I think this is because 
there is a misunderstanding of what the Book is communicating.] 
  
Our study of Revelation chapter 1 will proceed in this way for the 
next few issues of Word of Encouragement:  
  

JESUS IS THE... 
  
1. RESURRECTED AND LIVING KING (VV. 1-5A) 
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2. COMING JUDGE AND KING (VV. 5B-9) 
3. SPEAKING KING (VV. 10-16; CHAPTERS 2-3) 
4. "EVER-PRESENT HELP IN TIMES OF TROUBLE" KING (VV. 17-20) 
  
  

Introduction to the Study 

Recently, I taught the Book of Revelation to my students at Chapelgate 
Christian Academy.  Although initially the students were intimidated by the 
book, after a few studies beginning with the above outline in chapter one, 
they were encouraged to read further- - and many seemed to love it.  In 
fact, many of the students told me after the classes that they were reading 
it for themselves and seeing Jesus as the King who reigns right now, is 
present to help his people, and to remind us that no matter what we go 
through here on earth, Jesus is King, He reigns presently, ever-interceding 
for his people, and encouraging them on through "danger, toil, and snare" 
by his grace to the finish line when he comes again.  This is a good 
summary of the book! 
  
Many of the students were delighted that the Book of Revelation has 
"present tense" significance and practical application for believers today 
(as well as the unbeliever today in the way of a warning of denying the 
King who reigns and hopefully bringing the unbeliever to repentance).  
Some of the students told me that they had been so preoccupied with 
what the Book of Revelation had taught about the future (and some 
fanciful interpretations read into the book about the so-called future), that 
they had failed to see what the Book of Revelation taught them about their 
present relationship and walk with Jesus Christ!   
  
Some of the students were upset with well-meaning, but misguided 
fictional writers who had gotten their focus off the "main thing" of the 
Person and Work of Jesus Christ in Revelation.  These students realized 
that these writers had perhaps unintentionally focused them mentally and 
spiritually elsewhere on speculations that may be legitimate in a fictional 
novel, but were illegitimate and quite dangerous when written to provide a 
grid for the understanding and interpretation of the Book of Revelation!   
  
Learning from my teaching of the book and especially from my students, 
this study will focus on the present encouragement as well as blessing 
that the Book of Revelation was inspired and written to communicate to 
believers of every nation, tongue, tribe, and peoples from the time of 
Christ's ascension to God's right hand until the day he returns for those 
who await him!  Before we begin our study, let us consider two important 
reminders about the Book of Revelation. 
  

What in the World is an Apocalyptic? 
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Part of the frustration for us today in reading the Book of Revelation is not 
fully understanding what kind of book it is, or its genre.  The Apostle John 
wrote the Book of Revelation in the last part of the 1st century in a genre 
that would have been extremely familiar to the people.  Genre is a type of 
written material or literature (like a letter, history, narrative, poem, etc.).  
The genre of the Book of Revelation is called apocalyptic.  The Book of 
Revelation is mostly an apocalyptic piece of literature as a genre, but it 
has other genres such as prophecy and letter as well.  The apocalyptic 
aspect of the book is what is the big stumbling block for most and the 
reason why many Christians are apprehensive about attempting to read it. 
  
Simply put, apocalyptic literature in the Apostle John's day was written to 
encourage believers that God was on the throne.  However, apocalyptic 
was written in highly symbolic language.  In Jewish apocalyptic writings, 
the Jews of the 3rd to the 1st century B. C., were encouraged through 
persecution and warfare in this world that there was another world that 
God had promised that would eventually come.  The purpose of 
apocalyptic literature was to develop and encourage perseverance under 
trials, sobriety and continued faith through sufferings, martyrdom and 
times of unfaithfulness and faithlessness, and to be reminded that God 
sits upon the throne of the universe, ruling history for his good purposes 
as well as for the good of his people! 
  
This is ultimately the same purpose for which John wrote.  He addressed 
the Book of Revelation to the seven churches in Asia Minor: Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.  
The primary reason for his writing a letter and prophecy in an apocalyptic 
genre (or type of literature) was to encourage the saints that Jesus the 
Messiah and His Kingdom had come.  The Lamb sits victoriously upon the 
throne because he completed all the work on behalf of his people and 
therefore they should not fear, but be encouraged that Jesus reigns and 
will come again to restore all creation in order to bring about a new world 
without sin and misery where holiness and righteousness are all that is to 
be found. 
  
The Apostle John wrote 'the Revelation of Jesus Christ' to encourage, to 
assist the saints by the Spirit's work to persevere in their faith no matter 
how corrupt or difficult this present evil age becomes, no matter how much 
they are tempted to give up and give in to sin, they were to be sober, 
watchful, standing firm in the victory of Jesus Christ as they fix their eyes 
and the focus of their lives upon the Redeemer ever present to help in 
times of trouble and through many trials! 
  
The seven churches were seven real churches in the historical setting of 
the 1st century, but as I shall attempt to develop in the upcoming studies, 
these churches had representative problems as well as spiritual virtues 
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that would be addressed by the living and active Word of God in the 
present.  So, even though the churches were real historical churches, the 
problems, the challenges, the temptations, the spiritual virtues, were 
similar to all congregations of the visible church throughout history all the 
way up to this very day!  The Word of God, the Living Christ still speaks to 
his churches for those who have ears to hear what the Spirits says. 
  

Blessings from God! 

Another truth that is important to grasp as we seek to study the Book of 
Revelation is from chapter one, verse 3.  It says: 
  
"Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near." 
  
A couple of truths need to be addressed.  First, this is the only book of 
Holy Scripture with a blessing to those who read aloud, who hear and 
keep the words of this prophecy.  This is extremely important.  The Book 
of Revelation may have its challenges because it is of the genre of 
apocalyptic literature, but it holds a blessing for those who read aloud, 
hear and keep the words of this prophecy.   
  
Through the gracious interaction and living illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
we can understand this book (cf. 1 Cor. 2:6-14)!  It may be a challenge, 
but we can understand it.  God inspired John to write this book to 
encourage his people throughout church history in various times and 
places with the hope of Jesus the King and his resurrection!  God is not as 
some unbelieving philosophers suppose someone with a great deal of 
power, but no love for his people.  In other words, God would not have 
teased his peope with such a book, offering a blessing to those who read 
aloud, hear and keep the words, only to confuse his people by the 
prophecies. 
  
If there is one diabolical trick presently that should be exposed, it is the 
mininterpretation of the Book of Revelation that has gone on throughout 
church history; it is the misunderstanding that one needs a specialist, 
someone with a "secret key", to unravel the "true" meaning of this book; it 
is the mistaken focus on the lesser important details of the book causing 
the Christian to theoretically and functionally only have a 65-book canon, 
or a 26 book New Testament!  I am afraid many have been duped, tricked, 
mistakenly informed by the wiles and craftiness of the devil! 
  
Think about it, if there is a blessing from God, a clear revelation or 
unveiling of Jesus Christ, especially meant for Christ's people who live in a 
world of sin and misery, an age ruled by the evil one (Eph. 2:1-5; 6:10-18; 
2 Cor. 4:4), then this would be a book that the devil would want us to 
avoid, or become overly preoccupied with!  Christians be encouraged!  
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God has not left us without a Teacher, a Great and Sovereign Interpreter, 
the One Who wrote and inspired it Himself! (cf. John 14:25ff; 16; 1 Cor. 
2:6ff).  The Holy Spirit will help and guide God's people by faith as they 
truly believe that their is indeed a blessing for those who read aloud, hear, 
and keep what is written in the book! 
  

Conclusion 

As part of the prevention of the imbalance, and to avoid the fanciful 
misinterpretation that we face today in our congregations as we try to 
understand this book, we should be reminded that although apocalyptic 
literature is highly symbolic, we can still compare Scripture with Scripture.  
One of the reasons for our imbalance and misinterpretation of Revelation 
today is that many do not understand how to recognize the book's genre, 
and once they do, they do not know how to interpret the book in light of 
other Scripture.  When we read the difficult and highly symbolic passages, 
we are to be reminded that a great deal of what John is alluding to is 
found in the Old Testament, especially in the biblical books of Genesis, 
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah.  Could this be because the people 
of God today are functionally biblically illiterate, particularly of the Old 
Covenant?  I am not trying to be overly critical, but it is always worthwhile 
to ask the question. 
  
Another important truth to be remembered to help us with the imbalances 
and misinterpretations is not only to be informed concerning apocalyptic 
literature, but to also be humbled by the need for the Holy Spirit's help and 
illumination in our interpretation.  If more Christians would humble 
themselves before God's holy Word rather than being spiritual "know-it-
alls", this may lead not only to fruitful interpretation, but a fruitful life as well 
as we learn to meditate upon God's Word, thinking His thoughts after him 
as we are led by the Spirit of the Living God (John 15). 
  
If I had to sum up the entire study of the Book of Revelation that we are 
about to embark upon, it would be encapsulated in this summary: 
  
The Lamb of God overcame and so can his people!  Jesus died and 
was resurrected, defeating the power and works of the devil.  Jesus' 
people will be resurrected and can stand firm in the victory won by 
the Lord Jesus! 
  
The Book of Revelation reveals Jesus' victory over and over again, so 
that God's people will be reminded that His victory is our victory! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
www.APlaceforTruth.org 
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Next study: The Resurrected and Living King 

 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Part Two: Jesus the Resurrected and Living King 

Rev. Charles R. Biggs 
 
In the last study (Word of Encouragement, V:33) we learned the 
importance of understanding the Book of Revelation as a genre known as 
apocalyptic.  We also considered why it is important to consider the 
blessing that God promises in 1:3 to those who read the words of this 
prophecy aloud, who hear, and who keep what is written in the book.  We 
closed our last study by considering the importance of our humility in 
interpretation, our continual reliance upon the Holy Spirit as our Great 
Teacher, and how to compare Scripture with other Scripture.  Our study 
will proceed according to the outline below: 
  
JESUS IS THE... 
1. RESURRECTED AND LIVING KING (VV. 1-5A) 
2. COMING JUDGE AND KING (VV. 5B-9) 
3. SPEAKING KING (VV. 10-16; CHAPTERS 2-3) 
4. "EVER-PRESENT HELP IN TIMES OF TROUBLE" KING (VV. 17-20) 
  
We begin this study by considering how the Book of Revelation begins by 
revealing Jesus as Resurrected and Living King.  When John 
wrote Revelation in the late 1st century A.D. the church was undergoing a 
great deal of suffering because of their faith.  The Roman Empire was 
persecuting Christians in different places because of their unwillingness to 
sacrifice incense and worship Caesar.  Rome wanted the Christians to do 
more than merely "give to Caesar what was his due" or to honor 
the governing authorities as Paul had taught in Romans 13.  Caesar 
desired the worship that only God's people could give to Christ alone. 
  
This caused a great deal of tribulation and suffering.  In fact, John as he 
wrote the Book of Revelation, was on the Island of Patmos himself, an 
exiled Christian because of his faith.  He writes in Revelation 1:9, 

Revelation 1:9: "I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus."  

God was pleased to use John and inspire him to write to other suffering 
congregations who were being tested and tried in their faith as the 
persistent Roman persecution continued.  This was a time of tribulation for 
John and the early Christians, as has been all of the days since Jesus 
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ascended to the right hand of God and the gospel has gone to the ends of 
the earth, all the way up to the present (John 14:25-31; 16:33; 1 Tim. 3:1-
12; 1 Peter 4:12-18). 
  
Because of the great pain and tribulation of the last days since Jesus 
ascended to the throne of God as reigning Messiah (Acts 2:16ff; 1 John 
2:18-28), the Apostle John was inspired by God to write the Book of 
Revelation to be a comfort and a help to Christians in every age as they 
await the coming of their Lord and Savior.  The Book of Revelation 
reminds all of God's people to never give up or given in as we stand firm in 
Christ's victory!  As we study the Book of Revelation, we should always 
keep the purpose of John in mind.   
  
The main purpose of John in writing the Revelation of Jesus Christ was 
that God wanted to encourage his people in the Last Days before Jesus 
comes to stand firm and strong in the Name of Jesus, and to continue to 
persevere through the pain and struggles of living in a world full of sin and 
misery.  God gave to his people the Book of Revelation as a revelation of 
hope to unify them and solidify their witness.  It is ironic that the book has 
become for some a source of disagreement and division because of 
differing interpretations, and a subject to avoid in our conversations as 
Christians.  Despite the disunity in our understanding of the book, today in 
our study we shall consider the Jesus who will unify all of his people one 
day.  Today, our study is from Revelation 1:1-5a. 
  

Jesus is the Resurrected and Living King   

Revelation 1:1-5a: The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to 
his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending 
his angel to his servant John, 

2 
who bore witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 
3 
Blessed is the one who reads 

aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, for the time is near. 

4 
John to the seven churches that are in 

Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

5 
and from Jesus Christ the 

faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth... 

  
John writes the Revelation of Jesus Christ in light of the fact that Jesus 
has accomplished his perfect work on behalf of his people.  Jesus sits 
upon the throne at the right hand of God sovereignly ruling over the history 
of the world that was created by him and for his ultimate goals and 
purposes (Col. 1:15-20).  Jesus is the Firstborn from among the dead and 
all those who have placed their trust in him and continue in that same 
grace, will be with him in the New Heaven and New Earth. 
  
In the last study we considered verses 1-2.  We learned how God had 
truly revealed himself to his people clearly.  The Book of Revelation was 
not written to be a mystery that only the learned or a privileged few might 
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understand and read.  According to verse 3 all who read, that is all 
Christians can and should understand the Book of Revelation.  Why? 
Because there is truly a blessing for those who read aloud, hear, and keep 
the words written in it.  This is all to be a blessing by the Holy Spirit, our 
Gracious Teacher and Illuminator of all Biblical truth (1 Cor. 2:6-14). 
  
What would be this blessing?  I think one of the greatest blessing for 
Christians of any time period is to know and remember that Jesus Christ is 
the resurrected One, ruling over Heaven and Earth.  To know and realize 
that He is indeed coming soon, and he will judge the earth and restore all 
things is the greatest blessing we can meditate upon.  The Book of 
Revelation reveals the reign of Jesus, the wrath of Jesus, and the rest we 
have in Jesus as his people!  What more of a blessing could we have on 
this side of things "under the sun" as we await the Son! 
  
In verse 4, John writes using the apostolic Christian greeting: "Grace to 
you and peace..."  In John's greeting, he wants the suffering Christians to 
know throughout all of church history that Jesus is the resurrected and 
living King over heaven and earth.  John gives a Trinitarian blessing by 
speaking of God the Father as the One who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Omniscient Spirit who sees all things (cf. Isaiah 11:3-4; Rev. 
3:1; 4:5; 5:6), and Jesus Christ the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. 
  
In this Trinitarian blessing, the Apostle John is encouraging Christians in 
every age that God our Father is the Eternal Father.  He is the One God 
who sees all things and knows where we are and what is our present 
need.  He knows that our greatest need was a Savior to represent us 
before His Holy throne.  Jesus is revealed to us as the one who was 
resurrected to the most preeminent position in the cosmos ("first-born from 
the dead").  This brings encouragement to all those who believe in Jesus 
and who have been clothed with his perfect righteousness will also one 
day be resurrected to be with him and reign with him (Rev. 4-5; 21-22). 
  
In verse 5a, John calls Jesus "the Faithful Witness".  This can be 
translated either "witness" or "martyr".  Our lives as Christians reveal 
Jesus because we are called to be his light-bearers and walk in His truth 
(Matt. 5:14; Eph. 4-5).  At this time in the early church when Revelation 
was written some of the Christians were being killed for their witness, or 
"martyred" and this is where we get this word.  Many throughout church 
history in these last days since Jesus ascended to the throne of God have 
suffered persecution and tribulation to the point of death. 
  

Living in a Material World...and Suffering? 

Many who receive this 'Word of Encouragement' are Americans.  As 
Americans, we have been blessed abundantly in our country and for that 
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we should be grateful.  However, sometimes prosperity and riches make 
us think we have godliness and all we need, then over time we find out 
that our prosperity, theological laziness, and spiritual apathy has caused 
us to allow some of our congregations in Christ's church to become 
"wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked", as Jesus tells the Church at 
Laodicia. 
  
Revelation 3:15-17: "'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you 
were either cold or hot! 

16
 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will 

spit you out of my mouth. 
17

 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, 
not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 
  
Riches and prosperity can be a stumbling block.  Paul tells us that 
godliness with contentment is the greatest gain (1 Tim. 6:16; cf. Phil. 
4:13).  We should be ever mindful of this temptation when reading the 
Book of Revelation.  It is addressed to suffering congregations not merely 
in the early church, but also to all churches.  It would be very sad if the 
very purpose for the Book of Revelation made no sense to Americans 
today because we were not undergoing the same kind of suffering for our 
faith and witness.  What a horribly sad day when the witness of our 
congregations looks so much like the culture and the world that there is no 
real difference between the church and the world. 
  
I am not saying that we should desire or look for suffering, it will find us (1 
Tim. 3:12).  I am merely saying that we must keep alert and sober in a 
culture being defined as the pax sumptuoso, the "Sumptuous Peace" or 
just plain "fat and happy".  I realize some of us do suffer a great deal, but I 
am reminded that the purpose of Revelation in the midst of suffering is to 
bring God's people encouragement. 
  
But do we need the Book of Revelation today as Americans except to 
make it a pitiable pursuit into the mind of God about the future?  Ask 
yourself: "Is Revelation relevant to me as a Christian today, or have I 
left the reading of it to the so-called prophecy experts and the so-called 
learned?"  "Do I read this book or is my New Testament functionally only 
26 books?"  "Have I allowed my unhealthy preoccupation of the future 
blind me from the book's important encouragement for me as a Christian 
TODAY?" 
  
The reason I mention this warning for us all is that when I have taught this 
book I find that my middle class American students in my class (who I love 
very much) consider this book more of a mystery about the future to be 
unraveled.  For them, Revelation is a book that is interesting and 
challenging, but a book that is more concerned with the future than the 
present.  I have thought about this.  Why would this be?  Then I thought 
that perhaps it is because we do not understand the beauty of the "present 
tense" message because some of us are "wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, 
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and naked" (or, "fat and happy" if you would allow me a paraphrase 
translation).  In other words, we aren't suffering, so the Book of Revelation 
holds no help for some of us.  I'm not trying to be harsh, but we could do 
well to read and pray for our suffering and persecuted Christians 
throughout the world so that we do not become "fat and happy" in our 
Christianity. 
  
Now, I do want to make an important clarification.  I am not saying that 
Americans do not suffer.  We do indeed suffer.  Many of you who are 
reading this are undergoing personal persecution in your homes, 
workplaces, schools, and even some of your congregations.  I realize 
many of you may be undergoing conflict with spouses, even abusive 
situations.  I also realize that some suffer severe treatment for their stance 
for the gospel as they try to witness in congregations, colleges, and 
seminaries where the truth is being eclipsed by the pluralistic assumptions 
of either modernity or postmodernity.  However, the overall assumptions 
and mindset of much of our culture has been influenced by much 
prosperity.  Now, if we were all honest, many of us do have to remind 
ourselves that our main goal or "chief end" in life is to glorify God and 
enjoy him forever, rather than the pursuit of health, wealth and happiness. 
  
Just something for us all to think about.  Revelation was written to 
encourage Christians to know that the Faithful Witness, the Great Savior 
Jesus, who was martyred, killed because of his faithful witness to the 
Living God, is the One who has died for us and the One who we are to 
focus upon in the midst of our trials during this time of tribulation (cf. Rev. 
1:9).  Jesus has been resurrected and so no matter how costly our 
witness, no matter how difficult the persecution, pain, and tribulation, we 
have a resurrection to look forward to!  We have a hope of being with the 
Living Christ forever when he restores all things.  He will wipe every tear 
from the eyes of his people! 
  

No Fear for God's People 

The Apostle John wants all Christians to know that there is absolutely 
nothing to fear.  No matter how many people, family members, or 
kingdoms rise up against the Church, the gates of hell will not prevail.  As 
John ends verse 5a, Jesus is the Ruler of the kings of the earth.  No 
matter how little the kings of the earth mirror the Great King, no matter 
how vehemently they try to thwart God's plans, his people are to know that 
Jesus is the Ruler of the Kings of the Earth!  Jesus is sovereignly 
controlling each one of them and each individual history as Christ's 
Kingdom that will never end continues to watch other kingdoms of man 
fall, one by one.  Notice Nebuchadnezzar's famous words concerning this 
Kingdom of God: 
  
Daniel 4:34-37: 

34 
At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to 
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heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised 
and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 

35 
all the inhabitants of 

the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according to his will among the 
host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his hand 
or say to him, "What have you done?" 

36 
At the same time my reason returned to 

me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to me. My 
counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and 
still more greatness was added to me. 

37 
Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol 

and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
  
What have the people of God to fear?  Nothing, absolutely 
nothing!  Whether we are facing martyrdom as in the early church under 
the Romans; whether we are facing persecution in Islamic countries; 
whether we are facing day to day struggles trying to live the Christian life 
in a culture totally opposed to our Savior; whether we are trying to survive 
in country ruled by glorified mobsters; whether we are growing older and 
becoming more feeble and will soon face death itself; we know surely that 
Christ is the Ruler of the kings of the earth, he is Lord and the conqueror 
of death, hell and the devil and there is absolutely nothing that can really 
cause us to fear.  This is the great "present-tense" hope of the Book of 
Revelation. 
  
Allow your fear to be gone and rest in the Lord Jesus, the Resurrected 
and Living King!  As the same Apostle John wrote in his first epistle to the 
early church, "Perfect love casts out all fear, for fear has to do with 
judgment.  This is important!  Jesus faced the judgment and wrath of God 
for those who believe!  For his saints, Jesus has pronounced "not guilty" 
over their lives and is working in them to do and will according to God's 
good pleasure.  The judgment of God will come and the Lamb of God slain 
from the foundation of the world is the only one worthy to mete out God's 
judgment (every other mouth must be silenced before the awesome 
holiness and majesty of God Almighty!).   
  
Jesus is coming again to restore all things!  Jesus' victory has been won, 
yet we await the full consummation, culmination and conclusion of this 
victory.  For now, we are to stand firm in his victory, continuing through 
trials, sufferings, difficulties, hardships, and persecutions with the joy and 
strength that comes from Jesus' Spirit, for he has not left us as orphans!  
He has sent for the incomparable power of the Holy Spirit for those who 
believe.  
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Next study: The Coming Judge and King 
 
 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
Part Three: Jesus the Coming Judge and King 

 Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

 

Introduction 
In the last study we considered the way the Book of Revelation reveals 
Jesus as the resurrected and Living King and the hope for all of God's 
people.  We begin this study by considering how the Book of Revelation 
begins by revealing Jesus as Coming Judge and King in Revelation 1:5b-
8: 

Revelation 1:5b-8: ...To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 
blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and 
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will 
wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says 
the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 

One of the reasons why God inspires the Apostle John to write the Book 
of Revelation is to reveal Christ as coming Judge and King.  The people of 
God are a missionary outpost of heaven (Phil. 3:20-21).  We are seated 
positionally with Christ in the heavenly places (Eph. 2:6), but we live our 
life before a dying world here. 
  
As a sinful people we have been redeemed from the way of life we used to 
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live in the flesh and now we live unto God here as witnesses before this 
dying world (Eph. 4:21ff).  As John writes in Revelation 1:5b, Jesus is the 
One who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood.  Jesus 
came on his mission to save a people (Heb. 2:10ff), to lay down his life for 
his people, his church by shedding his blood for their sins.  Jesus shed his 
blood and paid the penalty of death that was required of our sins.  As the 
Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 6:23, "the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
  
...And Injustice for All? 
Wherever you turn, both Christians and non-Christians long to see justice.  
People made in God's image know things aren't as they should be.  There 
is injustice all around them.  The rich get richer and the poor get poorer; 
the powerful get more powerful and weak continue to be oppressed.  
Death comes to us all but during our time here on earth many men and 
women sinfully abuse their privilege of living in God's world and live 
unrighteous lives and unjust lives.  Some babies today do not even make 
it out of the womb because of the idol of "self-centeredness", and some 
babies that do make it out of the womb suffer from a crack addition, or 
from parents who abuse them.  We all know things aren't as they should 
be. 
  
The non-Christians asks: "If your God is all loving and all powerful then 
why doesn't he do something about all the injustice in the world?"  
"Doesn't he watch the news?"  "Doesn't he know that women are being 
raped, that racism is still a popular form of ignorance and hatred, and that 
human beings are still sold in parts of the world for profit?"  These are the 
questions they ask.  This reveals something about all men.  We long to 
see justice!  Justice on God's terms is what the Book of Revelation 
reveals.  However, the justice of God is not as non-Christians would like to 
see.  It is not within their own self-centered time frame and it is directed 
against them- - not as the victims, but as part of the sinful problem.  We 
don't need a Beat poet, a song by Bob Dylan, or another march in America 
in order for things to change, we need repentance for our sins! 
  
The Book of Revelation reveals a picture of God's just vengeance against 
all those who have sinned against his holy character and have not loved, 
obeyed and worshiped him as they ought to have.  Revelation makes it 
clear that we are a sinful people and part of the problem of injustice until 
the Holy Spirit comes into our life, resurrecting our dead unloving hearts to 
life by His grace (Eph. 2:4-8).   
  
When we believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven before 
God and we have a mediator who we can approach in awe, reverence and 
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fear because He is the Holy One.  We ought to be offended at all the 
injustice we see from day to day around us, but we must weep and wail 
that we are not offended in the same way at the profanation of God's 
name, the hatred of God Almighty, the sin against his holiness, and the 
unrighteousness that is allowed in our generation! 
  
The Rider on the Storm... 
Revelation reveals a picture of Christ as Judge and the One who will make 
all things right when he righteously judges according to God's standard.  
The Great Judgment of Jesus to come will be bringing justice where there 
is injustice and punishing all the kingdoms of men who have sinfully tried 
to "make names for themselves" rather than lifting up the Name of the 
LORD God (Gen. 11:4; cf. Gen. 12:2; Deut. 9:14).  In the Book of Daniel, 
Daniel sees the throneroom and judgment seat of God Almighty in his 
vision.  In Daniel's vision, the Ancient of Days gives to the Son of Man all 
authority over all of the kingdoms of man once the other unjust kingdoms 
have been judged. 

Daniel 7:9 As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne 
was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 

10 
A stream of fire issued and came 

out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were 
opened. 

11 
I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was 

speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given 
over to be burned with fire. 

12 
As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was 

taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 
13 

I saw in the 
night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 
man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 

14 
And to 

him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

The Book of Revelation uses the imagery of Daniel and reveals Jesus not 
as the gentle Teacher and Savior who opens his arms to welcome those 
who would come to him.  Revelation reveals him as the One who will 
come on the clouds!  What is the significance of Revelation 1:7 that says 
he will come on the clouds? 
  
Yahweh, the LORD, the Great LORD of Hosts, was the Rider on the 
Clouds.  This revelation of Jesus reveals him as the Great God and Savior 
who will judge.  The following Scriptures below give us an idea of this 
description of both the LORD God and how Jesus himself used the 
imagery of the clouds to speak of his own great judgment as Savior: 

Psalm 18:11-12: He made darkness his covering, his canopy around him, thick 
clouds dark with water. 

12 
Out of the brightness before him hailstones and coals of 
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fire broke through his clouds. 

Psalm 97:2: Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of his throne. 

Ezekiel 30:3: For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day of 
clouds, a time of doom for the nations. 

Joel 2:2: a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like 
blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their 
like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all 
generations. 

Nahum 1:3: The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and the LORD will by 
no means clear the guilty. His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are 
the dust of his feet. 

From these Old Covenant Scriptures it is important to note the context.  
The LORD God's judgment is described with clouds.  The cloud was 
God's visible appearing when he revealed himself and led Israel through 
the wilderness from Egypt.  The cloud descended upon Mount Sinai when 
God gave the Law (Ex. 20).  This is what is called a Theophany, or an 
appearing of God [Note: from two Greek words: Theos: God and Phaneo: 
to appear, thus "appearance of God, or "theophany"].  When God made 
an appearance it was in all his holiness and righteousness and he reveals 
himself to judge the world as to whether they are keeping his law.  When 
God appears as the rider on the clouds, he appears as the Great Judge. 
  
Also in Daniel 7:13 when Daniel speaks of the Son of Man who is to come, 
we learn of the imagery of the clouds.  Jesus identifies himself as the Son 
of Man in the Gospels and even tells the court of the Sandhedrin that they 
will see him again coming on the clouds.  I believe this is what John has in 
mind when he says in 1:7 that "every eye shall see him, even those who 
pierced him."  Read the following Scriptures and compare: 
  
Daniel 7:13: I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him. 

Matthew 24:30: Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

Matthew 26:64: Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, from now on 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the 
clouds of heaven." 

This helps Christians in every age who are attempting to live faithfully one 
more day for the Judge and King to be encouraged that even though they 
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may be persecuted now, the time will come when God will rescue them 
ultimately to be at his side and will judge those who committed injustice 
and crimes against his people in God's world.  In fact, those who trust the 
LORD Jesus, the Righteous Judge and King, will be called up to meet him 
in the clouds away from His judgment that will wipe out all sin and evil (1 
Thess. 4:17). 
  
In revealing Jesus as Judge, the Christians here at the missionary outpost 
get a view of Christ ruling in heaven.  As Christians of the outpost in this 
world, we are encouraged to see that when heaven is opened, all 
injustices will be made right on the Day when men will be held 
accountable to God's Word!  Christians, although beset by difficulties and 
evils now, are part of a grander and greater story.  The story of which we 
are a part is revealed in Scripture as the world that is to come when Christ 
comes, judges the wicked, and brings those whom he loves into his 
presence forever.   
  
And now...the Rest of the Story 
When I was young, my father enjoyed listening to an elderly man on the 
ABC Radio Network named Paul Harvey who told fascinating stories.  
When he would come on the air he would ask a intriguing question, or 
tease the audience with an unknown fact that would cause our ears to 
perk up.  Then, Mr. Harvey would say, "I'll be back after this important 
message to tell you the rest of the story."  The "rest of the story" caused 
Dad and I to pay attention to the broadcast so that we could hear more 
when he returned.  The Book of Revelation is like this.  During our day to 
day difficult lives, we get caught up in our own story here on earth where 
all we see around us is like the Teacher in 'Ecclesiastes'.  We too say 
"Meaningless, meaningless, all is meaningless." 
  
Every now and then many of us have had the thought and small voice 
inside our heads that asks: "Is the Christian life worth it?"  We think: "It 
seems everyone around us prospers who are evil and live their own way.  
It seems I never get recognized, I don't feel loved, the persecution is too 
difficult, and I am getting tired of pressing torward to the mark."  For these 
thoughts during difficult and trying times there is the "rest of the story".  
The Book of Revelation teaches what is to come and to place our hopes 
continuously in Jesus, being watchful, soberly awaiting his return as we 
are obedient and faithful to his Word. 
  
Story Time 
It is important to think of our lives in the way of "story".  Many philosophers 
today are thinking in terms of "story" and how each individual has, or tries 
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to created one's own story.  Yet for the Christian, he has been recreated 
and is in the process of a transformation from obedience to and the love of 
sin, he is part of a much grander story that is in reality "out of this world" 
(or more precisely the Christian's story will the day when sin, death and 
the devil are permanently wiped 'out of this world'). 
  
Sometimes life can be difficult and we don't know the next "chapter" in 
each of our individual stories.  What we do know and can be confident of 
from Revelation is that our story ends with our Great God and Savior 
coming to make all things right and to punish the wicked for their sins 
against a holy God, wickedness of living for themselves, and the many 
other sins that arise because of their disregard and denial of the Living 
God.  The Christian story, no matter how bad things can be (or might get!), 
is that we have hope because the Book of Revelation teaches us the rest 
of the story.  As John teaches us in 1:8, Jesus is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end of God's Grand and Wonderful Story! 
  
The Story to End all Stories 
In the Book of Revelation, John teaches Christians of every age to 
continue to stand for Christ's truth and not to be ashamed of the gospel in 
the face of difficult persecution.  The story that God reveals to us in 
Revelation is that the Coming Judge, was the one who died for our sins, 
shed his precious blood at the hands and judgment of men.  This same 
Jesus was resurrected from the dead to take the throne that belonged to 
him upon his completion of perfect obedience to the Father's will.  This 
same Jesus who was judged guilty so that those who believe might be 
judged "not guilty" will return to Judge "those who pierced him" as John 
teaches in 1:7.  Those who pierced him are those who literally crucified 
Jesus, both Gentile and Jews, as well as all of those who have rejected 
the LORD Jesus Christ and His reign throughout history (Acts 2; 
Zechariah 12:10). 
  
Additionally, in Revelation 1:6 John instructs Christians of every age to 
know their identity of who they are in Christ's Grand Story.  Christ in his 
substitutionary work on our behalf has made us a kingdom and priests.  
Let this grip you!  No matter how difficult life may be at times; no matter 
how challenging the persecution God calls you to, you can overcome.  
How? By remembering that no matter how many people, be it family, 
friends, or even other people who call themselves Christian, treat you ill, 
you can stand confidently knowing that you are a king and priest (Ex. 19:6; 
cf. 1 Peter 2:5ff). 
  
We do not see our full identities as those who reign with Christ.  This is 
because we do not see all things subjected to Christ (1 Cor. 15:25ff), even 
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though he has won the full victory already.  We don't realize how we 
represent God before man as priests are called to do.  We don't fully see 
the good we do living according to the Word of God before a dying world.  
Yet we can be confident according to 1:6 that we are indeed a kingdom 
now, as well as priests before God who witness with our lives before a 
world lost in sin and misery.   
  
Remember that it is important to meditate upon the truth of Revelation and 
sometimes to remind yourself that you know the "rest of the story". 
  
Next Study: Jesus the Speaking King 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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Next study: Jesus the Speaking King 
 
 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
Part Four: Jesus the Speaking King 

 Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

 
Introduction 

Jesus is the Speaking King who speaks through His Holy, Inerrant and 
Infallible Word so that His people might grow in the grace and knowledge 
of the LORD.  Today's study is from Revelation 1:9-18, entitled Jesus the 
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Speaking King.  This will be a two-part study of how Christ speaks to His 
people. 
  
You will remember that in the Old Testament God fed His people with 
manna and water so that they would be filled and their thirst would be 
quenched.  The purpose of this provision was so that His people would be 
sustained, strengthened and fit to finish their pilgrimage to the Promised 
Land.  Jesus is the Manna and the Water who feeds us and quenches our 
thirst through His Word.  He is the Speaking King who reminds us that if 
we are to live a holy life before the face of God we need to know that it 
must be by every word that proceeds from His mouth.  If we are to grow in 
Christ-likeness, it will not be by might, nor by power, but by God's Spirit 
and Word working in and through us!  Today, the Speaking King gives to 
His people His Word so that we might be sustained, strengthened and fit 
to finish our pilgrimage to the New Heaven and the New Earth. 

Revelation 1:9-18: I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

10 
I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
11 

saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea."  

12 
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw 

seven golden lampstands, 
13 

and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of 
man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 

14 
The hairs 

of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of 
fire, 

15 
his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was 

like the roar of many waters. 
16 

In his right hand he held seven stars, from his 
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 
strength. 

17 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 

hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
18 

and the living one. I 
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.  

Comforting Words 
When I was young and would get scared and afraid as I grew up and 
realized the world around me was not always a safe and kind place, I 
would rely upon listening to the comforting words of my mother as she 
encouraged me that "everything would be alright".  One time in school I 
experienced trouble with a bully (I still remember his name: Mark 
Dunahoo- - Wow, I hope he's doing well!), and for almost a year I dreaded 
going to school on the bus, because he would hit me on the back of the 
head, call me names, and laugh at my less than fashionable Sears Best 
sneakers. 
  
When I would get home, I wanted to talk to mom.  I wanted her to know I 
was troubled.  Then she would speak, and her words would comfort me 
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and remind me that everything would fine.  She would say to me that life 
holds these troubles, but I was not to fear, but I was to face my troubles 
courageously.  Thank God for mom's words of encouragment to me! 
  
But thank God for Jesus' words of encouragement to us all in His Word.  
As we studied in the previous lessons, John, as well as the churches to 
whom he was writing, was experiencing pain, trouble, and the difficulties 
that come from living in this scary and sometimes fearful world because of 
the Evil One.  This passage in Revelation 1:9-18 was (and is) an 
encouragment from Jesus to His congregations that "everything was 
(is) going to be alright" because he has conquered death, hell and the 
devil and he IS the First and the Last, the Living One who holds the very 
keys of Death and Hades (vv. 17-18).  In John 16:33, Jesus told his 
disciples that in this world they would have tribulation, but not to fear for 
he had overcome the world. 
  
This passage reveals Jesus as the Speaking King who speaks word of 
encouragement to his people so that they will keep trusting him, remain 
faithful in their day-to-day challenges, and to continue to be obedient to 
His Word no matter the challenge.  Jesus addresses the seven churches 
of the Province of Asia, correcting, rebuking, and encouraging them 
through His Word (Rev. 2-3; cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).  As we learned in earlier 
lessons, the churches were seven true historical congregations, but their 
virtues as well as their vices are those experienced by all congregations 
since Jesus was exalted to God's right hand. 
  

"Speak Lord, Your Servants Are Listening" 

Today, Jesus still speaks through His Word to His people.  In fact, God 
has set apart the first day of the week as the Lord's Day, so that Jesus' 
people will be strengthened on their pilgrimage and given help by the Holy 
Spirit and the Word to learn more of Christ and their need for him.  In 
many churches, the pastor raises his hands at the beginning of the service 
to remind the people of God that from the call to worship, the rest of the 
worship service is dedicated to hearing the Word of Jesus, the Speaking 
King.   
  
This is the reason why the pastor doesn't say: "Hi, how are you? My name 
is Pastor Bob, and this is what I need to say to you today."  Historically, 
what pastors in Christ's Church have said is: "Grace to you and peace, 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."  The greeting is from the 
Lord and the pastor speaks and stands in Christ's place.  This too is all 
because of God's grace and has nothing to do with the pastors own 
inherent righteousness.  The pastor stands and speaks in the name of 
Christ clothed in Christ's righteousness just as the congregation stands to 
hear the Word of Christ clothed in Christ's righteousness.  The sermon 
when exegetically derived and faithfully preached, is the very Word of 
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Christ, the Speaking King! 
  
However, some think of the sermon as just another nice speech, or a 
gentle message that should cause us all to feel good inside and meet our 
so-called "felt needs".  But the sermon is much more than this.  The 
sermon on the Lord's Day is the pastor standing in Christ's stead speaking 
His Words to His people.  What happens in the sermon is unique to all 
over times of listening to the Word of God.  Some of us listen to the Word 
of God in the car on CD or cassette; some listen to the Word of God on 
the radio.  But nothing compares to listening and hearing the Word of God 
through the sermon preached on the Lord's Day when an authorized 
(ordained) representative of Christ (minister) stands up in the place of 
Christ to speak Christ's Words to His people. (Note: This is not to say that 
private Bible reading is not important- -it is!  However, there needs to be a 
distinction between the true and public worship of the Living God, and our 
private time before God). 
  
On the Lord's Day, the Holy Spirit is present to apply and accomplish 
God's tasks and desires through the Word as the sermon is being 
preached.  The sermon on the Lord's Day, when the people of God are 
gathered in a special way in obedience to God's commands, is extremely 
important for hearing the Speaking King every week.  When we hear the 
Speaking King revealed here in Revelation 1, we are reminded of Jesus' 
life, death, resurrection and ascension for his people.  We are reminded 
that no matter how difficult our situation, no matter how much pain we are 
suffering, no matter how strong our desire for a particular sin, that Jesus is 
the First and the Last, the Living One, and He is the One we look to for 
grace, mercy, and forgiveness in our time of need. 
  

Remember to Never Forget! 

Jesus is the Holy One who has gone before us and represented us.  
Jesus is the Speaking King that reminds us again and again that we need 
his help and his grace.  The people of God are diverse, but there is one 
thing about us all that is important for us to remember: We so easily forget 
God's grace and goodness in our lives!  Thus, God graciously stoops in 
our weaknesses and inadequacies to speak to us at least weekly through 
the Word by the Speaking King. 
  
But do we have ears to hear what the Speaking King is saying?  When I 
would go back to school after hearing the reassuring and comforting 
words of my mom, once I got back on the bus, out of her sight and 
presence, I would practically forget everything she said to me.  Listening 
to the Speaking King as well as reminding ourselves of his promises, 
goodness and strength, will help us in our struggles against the world, 
flesh and the devil.  In Revelation chapters 2-3, the Speaking King speaks 
to the different congregations as their King and Lord.  He corrects, 
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rebukes, and encourages them.  For every congregation to whom he 
speaks, he says "For those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit 
says (present tense) to the churches. 
  
We should be reminded of this as well.  Once we leave the sermon, our 
morning or evening devotions, how soon we forget and how easy it is for 
us to forget all of what Jesus the Speaking King has said, and is saying to 
us!  If we are to understand more of the depth of His love for us; if we are 
to understand His grace and the tight grip by which he holds us all; If we 
are to realize more each day that we are indeed the children of God, then 
we need to meditate up His Words.  In John 15, Jesus told his disciples, if 
my words abide in you and you abide in me, you will bear much fruit.  He 
promises that we will bear much fruit -- eternal and holy fruit- -that will 
never be taken away, but will continue to produce a harvest of 
righteousness. 
  
Remember that Jesus is the Resurrected and Living King, He is the 
Coming Judge and King, and He is the Speaking King!  May God remind 
you today of what he has said to you.  May you be reminded of all he has 
done for you in Christ and what he has told you he has prepared for those 
who believe.  May you meditate and ponder in your heart of hearts the 
depths of His grace and the magnificence of his glorious love for those He 
loves!  In our next study we will take a look at how Jesus as the Speaking 
King speaks with a double-edged sword. 
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ 
Part Four: Jesus the Speaking King, Pt. 2 

 Rev. Charles R. Biggs 

 
Introduction 

In our last study we were encouraged that Jesus is the Speaking King who 
continues to speak to His people through His Word by His Spirit.  We 
should thank God that He truly has always kept his Word to His people 
and never left them as orphans in this world.  Rather, God has stooped 
down to us to give us His very Word.  This Word strengthens and sustains 
His people until He returns.  This Word of God, however is a double-
edged sword.  While it promises blessings to those who know the 
Speaking King and obey His Word, it promises curses to those who will 
not hear it. 
  
Jesus ends each message to the congregations in Revelation chapters 2-
3 with "He Who has ears to hear, let him hear".  We must remember that 
those who do not hear, or who do not obey the Word of the Living God, 
those without "ears to hear" will be judged by this Word.  The disobedient 
and the sinful who do not have the righteousness of Jesus Christ will 
stand naked and ashamed before the Living God on Judgment Day to be 
judged by the very Word of the Speaking King that has been so precious 
to those He loves!  The very Word of Christ that brought life and 
encouragement to those who had ears to hear, will bring eternal death to 
those who do not have ears to hear.  Today's study will be on Jesus the 
Speaking King and His Words of Judgment to the unbelieving. 
  

Revelation 1:9-20 

Revelation 1:9-20: 
9 
I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the 

kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called 
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

10 
I was in the 

Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 
11 

saying, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea."  
  
12 

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw 
seven golden lampstands, 

13 
and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of 

man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 
14 

The hairs 
of his head were white like wool, as white as snow. His eyes were like a flame of 
fire, 

15 
his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was 

like the roar of many waters. 
16 

In his right hand he held seven stars, from his 
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 
strength. 

17 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right 

hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
18 

and the living one. I 
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died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.  
  
19 

Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to 
take place after this. 

20 
As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my 

right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
  

Lord's Day Worship 

Notice first that John was worshipping God on the Lord's Day (v. 10).  
Since the time of the resurrection, God's people have worshipped Him on 
the Lord's Day, the first day of the week, or the day of the resurrection.  
We rest and keep the New Covenant "Sabbath" or Lord's Day on the first 
day of the week rather than the last day of the week.  The reason for this 
change was because Jesus was resurrected on that day, but also that a 
new creation has dawned in the coming of the Spirit of God (2 Cor. 5:17-
21).  Rather than awaiting the fullness of the times as in the Old Covenant, 
and so placing the day of worship on the last day of the week (Saturday), 
since the coming of Jesus the first day awaits the final day of salvation 
and judgment. 
  
So a day of ultimate salvation and judgment is already in view for all of us 
who live on this side of the resurrection.  Every time we worship, we 
should remember that God has placed our worship on the first day to 
prepare us for the rest of the week, but also to remind us of the ultimate 
rest and restoration that is to come on the Last Day when Jesus Christ 
returns for His people. 
  

The Glorified Jesus Near to Us! 

On the Lord's Day (v.10), John hears the Speaking King.  His voice was 
like a trumpet - -powerful and resounding!  The Speaking King gives 
orders to his servant John to write to the seven historical churches in Asia, 
but these commands are for all of Christ's people until He returns (Rev. 
1:3; 22:17-21).  When John turns he gets to see the glorified Christ.  This 
must have been astounding for him! 
  
This was the Jesus who loved John, who he remembers walking and 
talking with, the Jesus who he laid his head on his breast to speak 
intimately as to a brother.  Now, the glorified Jesus appears before him!  
John sees the glorified Jesus standing among the lampstands (v. 12-13), 
which reminds us that Jesus is present among His people.  As he 
reminded His disciples and us, He will truly never leave us nor forsake us 
(Matt. 28:20).  Where two or more are gathered in His name, there He 
promises us to be by His Spirit.  The lampstands are the churches or 
congregations who belong to Christ (Rev. 1:20; 2:5). 
  
There is an encouragement to know that Jesus stands among his people 
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speaking to them by His Spirit and His Word.  There is also an implicit 
judgment.  We know that judgment begins with the household of God (1 
Peter 4:17ff).  This means that God's judgment begins with Christ our 
substitute, then through a process of becoming more like Christ, being 
encouraged, rebuked, and corrected by His Word, we are judged, 
forgiven, and slowly restored to be who we were ultimately created to be.  
We know that He who began this work in us at regeneration, will continue 
you it until He returns.  We also are confident that His grace is sufficient 
for us to become a spotless and pure bride prepared for Jesus.   
  

The Judgment of Christ and the Christian 

The Christian's judgment is Christ's judgment.  He is our substitute.  We 
are not judged for our sins, but He is.  We are receivers of His 
righteousness that does not belong to us.  Yet, God works in and through 
us by allowing us to experience the sufferings of Christ our Lord and King.  
We are privileged participants in Christ's sufferings, persecutions and 
tribulations so that through this "judgment" we might be made more like 
Him because we are His children (Matt. 5:11-12; John 16:33; Phil. 3:9-12; 
Col. 1:24ff; Rev. 1:9).  Notice how Peter explains this difficult subject in his 
first epistle: 
  
1 Peter 4:12-18: Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 

13
 But rejoice 

insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 

14
 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
15

 But let none of 
you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 

16
 Yet if anyone 

suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. 
17

 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with 
us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

18
 And 

"If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?" 
  
In verse 13, Peter says we share in Christ's sufferings that we may rejoice 
when he is fully revealed in glory when he returns.  In verse 16 and 17, 
Peter speaks of judgment beginning with the household of God.  The 
conclusion of Peter's teaching is that our only judgment as the people of 
God is a judgment of identification with Christ.  Our judgment in Christ 
leads to eternal life!   
  
The judgment of the wicked, however, leads to eternal death.  When the 
Spirit of God descended on the Day of Pentecost, the fire did not judge 
and consume Christ's people.  Rather, the Spirit hovered over their 
heads.  The implicit teaching was that Christ had taken all of the judgment 
of God and undergone a baptism of fire on behalf of His people (Mark 
10:38ff).  This was so that we could be filled with the Powerful Holy Spirit -
- rather than being consumed by God in fire and judgment. 
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The Spirit of God now works in us to make us more like Christ and we 
experience a "judgment of grace" by being allowed to participate in 
Christ's sufferings.  We are identified with Christ with our own cross and 
one day our own crown (Matt. 16:24; 2 Tim. 4:8).  This is why John writes 
in his letters to the churches earlier that perfect love casts out all of our 
fears!  Fear has to do with judgment, and we will not be judged by God! 
(cf. 1 John 4:18-21).  Has God's perfect love gripped you with this reality 
yet?  While our present tense problems can be overwhelming in this world, 
we can be reminded of two important truths: (1) We are identified with 
Christ in His sufferings and judgment for our sins! (2) We have eternal life 
NOW, and await a Living Hope that will be revealed on the Last Day! 
  

The Double-Edged Sword of Judgment 

But what is the judgment to be like for those who do not have ears to hear 
what Christ has said?  Notice in Revelation 1:16, after Jesus is described 
as the Glorified-Prophet-Priest-King of His people (1:12-16), John sees 
him with a sharp double-edged sword coming from his mouth.  The Word 
of God is described as a sharp double-edged sword elsewhere in 
Scripture (Eph. 6:17-18; Heb. 4:12-13).  Here John sees the vision of this 
Word coming straight out of the Speaking King's mouth.  This is a sword of 
judgment for those who do not believe.   
  
In the Prophet Isaiah's vision of the future, God makes clear to His people 
that those who have repented and turned to him for help, or "those who 
have ears to hear" (cf. Isaiah 6:8ff) will not enter into judgment, but peace.  
However, for those who do not hear or obey God's Word, they will be 
eternally punished (cf. Mark 9:47-48; Revelation 20:14-15).  Isaiah 
teaches this in Isaiah 66:12-18, which is very helpful for us having a better 
understanding of John's vision in Revelation 1. 
  
Isaiah 66:12-18: For thus says the LORD: "Behold, I will extend peace to her like a 
river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse, 
you shall be carried upon her hip, and bounced upon her knees. 

13
 As one whom 

his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
14

 
You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bones shall flourish like the grass; 
and the hand of the LORD shall be known to his servants, and he shall show his 
indignation against his enemies.  
  
15

 "For behold, the LORD will come in fire, and his chariots like the whirlwind, to 
render his anger in fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

16
 For by fire will the 

LORD enter into judgment, and by his sword, with all flesh; and those slain by the 
LORD shall be many. 

17
 "Those who sanctify and purify themselves to go into the 

gardens, following one in the midst, eating pig's flesh and the abomination and 
mice, shall come to an end together, declares the LORD. 

18
 "For I know their works 

and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And 
they shall come and shall see my glory... 
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In verses 12-14, God promises peace "like a river", and a relationship with 
God like a child cared for by a loving mother!  God will comfort all those 
who have trusted in him!  Yet in verses 15-18 we see a different picture.  
God will come in judgment with fire, anger and fury.  However, those who 
sanctify and purify themselves (those spoken of above in 1 Peter 4) by 
God's grace, will see God's glory!  In Revelation 1, John sees a vision of 
Jesus' glory, the One who will come in judgment to judge the world on the 
day he returns.  Jesus will judge with His Word by the double-edged 
sword.  Contrast the passage from Revelation 1, 1 Peter 4, and the 
Prophecy of Isaiah with the Scripture from Revelation 19 below. 
  
Revelation 19:11-21: 

11
 And I saw the heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, 

and he that sat thereon called Faithful and True; and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war. 

12
 And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head are 

many diadems; and he hath a name written which no one knoweth but he himself. 
13

 And he is arrayed in a garment sprinkled with blood: and his name is called The 
Word of God.  
  
14

 And the armies which are in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and pure. 

15
 And out of his mouth proceedeth a sharp sword, that 

with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and 
he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the Almighty. 

16
 

And he hath on his garment and on his thigh a name written, KINGS OF KINGS, 
AND LORD OF LORDS.  
  
17

 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to 
all the birds that fly in mid heaven, Come and be gathered together unto the great 
supper of God; 

18
 that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and 

the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses and of them that sit thereon, and 
the flesh of all men, both free and bond, and small and great. 

19
 And I saw the 

beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war 
against him that sat upon the horse, and against his army. 

20
 And the beast was 

taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought the signs in his sight, 
wherewith he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast and them that 
worshipped his image: they two were cast alive into the lake of fire that burneth 
with brimstone: 

21
 and the rest were killed with the sword of him that sat upon the 

horse, even the sword which came forth out of his mouth: and all the birds were 
filled with their flesh. 

  
This Judgment of Christ should cause us all to tremble with fear because 
of the awesome power and majestic glory revealed in the return of Jesus 
Christ!  For the people of God we will be with him as the "armies of 
heaven" (v. 14), so we do not fear because we have been redeemed by 
the One Who has the Sword of Judgment, the Word of God.  By His grace 
we have been given a salvation from the wrath to come (1 Thess. 1:9-10), 
and have had ears to hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  
Therefore, because this Word has searched our hearts and taught us, 
going deeply into the hearts and minds we scarcely know ourselves (cf. 
Jer. 17:9), the Word has also revealed to us a Savior for sinners like us!  
The Word of God has corrected, encouraged, and rebuked us and given 
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us everything we need for life eternal and godliness! 
  

Warning: Judgment for Those Who Do Not Have Ears to Hear! 

But for those who do not have ears to hear, they will be judged with a 
severe and everlasting judgment.  As no man has conceived, nor has it 
entered into the heart of man what God has prepared for those who love 
him, so no man can conceive, nor can it fully into the heart of man the 
awful and destructive judgment God had for those who hate him! 
  
The double-edged sword that proceeds out of the Speaking King's mouth 
is one of blessing and curse.  When Christ speaks, those who hear are 
blessed and by His Spirit enabled to be obedient to His gracious 
commands!  When Christ speaks, those who do not hear are cursed and 
will be judged by Jesus the Faithful and True One on the day he returns!  
We must make sure of our calling and election, knowing that His divine 
power has given us everything we need as his people for life and 
godliness (2 Peter 1:3-10).  Those who do not love Christ, those who are 
apathetic to his Person, Work and commands must be warned that He will 
return with a judgment of fire.  On that day, all men without the robes of 
Christ's righteousness will suffer eternally for their sins against the Holy 
and Living God! 
  
One sin against such a Holy, Majestic, and Powerful is enough to merit 
eternal death and damnation, yet because of God's graciousness and 
mercy, One act of righteousness by the man Christ Jesus is enough to 
satisfy divine justice and judgment and give eternal life which is the gift of 
God (Romans 6:23).   
  
We all so richly deserve to perish in the fires of God's judgment for our 
many and ongoing sins against the Holy God!  Yet, because he looks 
upon us with pity and mercy, he desires for all men to repent!  But please 
be reminded that you do not have much time to repent!  If you have not 
repented of your sins and turned to the Living God for salvation from death 
and damnation in Christ, turn now.  Flee the wrath that is to come!  If you 
have repented of your sins and believed upon the Lord Jesus, continue to 
repent daily, resting in what His Word says to you!  Continue to rest in His 
loving and gracious grip as you ponder the riches and depth of His mercy! 
  
All of us must remember what 2 Peter 3:3-10 says:  
  
2 Peter 3:1-14: This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In 
both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 

2
 that you 

should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of 
the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 

3
 knowing this first of all, that scoffers 

will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires. 
4
 They 

will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation." 

5
 For 
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they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the 
earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 

6
 and that by 

means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 
7
 

But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, 
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 

8
 But do not 

overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day. 

9
 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 

some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

10
 But the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done 
on it will be exposed. 

11
 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 

people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
12

 waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 

13
 But 

according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 

14
 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 

diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
  
Jesus is the Speaking King may we truly hear what he says to the 
churches and avoid the wrath that is to come.  Do you have peace today 
knowing that Jesus is surely your Savior from sin and knowing that you 
have an imperishable inheritance preserved in heaven for you by the 
Loving Lord Jesus?  Do you know for sure you will avoid the wrath to 
come?  Remember for us to daily repent and turn from our sins to the 
Living God as He gives us commands, by His Spirit convicts, corrects, and 
rebukes us, so that rather than facing the judgment of the One who has 
the double-edged sword proceeding from his mouth, we might through the 
blessing of the Word of God, become spotless and pure and more 
conformed to His image! 
  
By God's grace, these studies on Revelation will help you to see Jesus as 
Lord over all of the book.  If you will prayerfully ponder the first chapter 
carefully, it will help you foundationally to understand the remainder of the 
book.  Don't give up, but be encouraged to read the Book of Revelation.  It 
is indeed a blessing to read it!  It gives us hope for the future and peace 
for TODAY!  May God richly bless your study and may the loving-kindness 
and mercy of God be known to you today! 
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Next Study: Jesus the "Ever-Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble King" 
 
 

 

  

 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

Part Five: The Ever-Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble-King 

  

Introduction 

In our last issue we learned how Jesus was revealed in Revelation 
chapter one was revealed as the Speaking King, who ever lives to instruct 
and to teach His Church through His Word and by His Spirit.  Today's 
study will be our final study of chapter one of the Book of Revelation.  We 
will focus today on the presence of Jesus Christ with and among His 
people.  From Revelation chapter one, we learn that Jesus is also the 
"Ever-Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble-King"!  He sits at God's right 
hand, but is close and with us by His Spirit. 
  
But some cringe at the thought of God being "ever present" or close.  
Some philosophers in history have described the sense of dread and fear 
they have at the thought of the God of the Bible.  One such philosopher 
described his anguish and angst with an analogy to a canary trapped in a 
cage.  The bird could do little to prevent the omnipresent presence of a 
person around her cage and could not escape the constant gaze of the 
omniscient observer.  So men who do not know God have every right to 
fear God and to abhor his presence, but this was not the way man was 
created to be!  For Christians, the reality of God's presence in Christ does 
not bring painful, gut wrenching, angst and annoyance but true delight!  
This is our hope: Christ is ever-present and with his people! 
  
Revelation 1:16-20: 

6 
And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his 

mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength. 

17 
And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as one dead. And he 

laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am the first and the last, 
18 

and the 
Living one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore, and I have the 
keys of death and of Hades. 

19 
Write therefore the things which thou sawest, and 

the things which are, and the things which shall come to pass hereafter; 
20 

the 
mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven 
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golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and 
the seven candlesticks are seven churches. 
  

Standing In the Shadow of Love Incarnate 

Jesus speaks through His Word to His congregations throughout history, 
but He is also truly with us.  Before Jesus ascended to God's right hand, 
he told his disciples that he would never leave them nor forsake them.  
The author of the Book of Hebrews reminds us of the same.  In Hebrews 
13, the author writes that Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us!  Do you 
ever feel lonely?  Do you often realize how close Jesus is to you? (or 
perhaps the thought of this closeness scares you). 
  
In the Revelation of Jesus Christ, John is overwhelmed when he is 
privileged to see the Risen Christ.  In verse 17, he responds by falling at 
his feet as though dead.  Seeing the a vision of the glory of God is not the 
easiest thing for the human frame, mind or heart!  When men encounter 
the Living God, they are immediately struck with their sinfulness and 
insignificance in comparison to the Great Creator (cf. Isaiah 6:1-12).  Here 
in Revelation chapter one, John is literally standing in the shadow of love- 
- incarnate!  Jesus will also walk among the congregations in Revelation 
chapters 2-3, reminding us that Jesus is close to his people because of his 
love and forgiveness he has extended to them. 
  
Despite John's very understandable reaction to Jesus' glory, notice Jesus' 
gentle compassion and nearness that he teaches to John and to His 
people.  Jesus tells him: "Fear not; I am the first and the last, and the 
Living One..."  Jesus tells John and instructs us that although none of us 
should be able to stand in his holy presence, he is the One who died for 
his own and allows them to come into His Holy presence.  Jesus is saying 
do not fear my presence, for the judgment of death and Hades is under 
my power and authority.  
  
The very thing that causes men to cringe in fear before the Glory of the 
Living God is knowing that we have no right to stand in his Holy shadow, 
much less his Holy presence!  However, Jesus through His death ("I was 
dead") and resurrection ("I am alive for evermore"), he now has overcome 
the boundaries that kept men and women away from the presence of the 
LORD.  Amazingly enough, instead of being consumed by the Holy and 
Sovereign One, we call Him "Father" because of the work of Christ on our 
behalf.  This should cause us to worship in the way that is revealed in 
Revelation chapters four and five!  Worthy is the Lamb! 
  

The Fragrance of Our Father 

Long, hot and humid, and many times uneventful summer days were 
common when I was young growing up in the South.  The summer would 
hold great promise at the end of the school year, but by the end of July, 
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my brother and I were bored and thought we had done about everything 
that could be done in one summer.  Oftentimes, there was a feeling of 
loneliness and isolation that came from hot and humid summer days.  
These were the long days of spinning endlessly on my tire swing, situated 
on my stomach, staring at the deep red Georgia clay where the only things 
that seemed to be enjoying themselves was the June Bugs on the low 
notes, July Flies on the high notes, and the crickets filling out the unique 
orchestration with the strings.  After "doing it all" in one summer, what 
would help me to be encouraged during these days?  It was the simple, 
yet exhilarating anticipation of the return of my father home from work in 
the evenings. 
  
I looked forward to the presence of my father particularly in the summer.  I 
guess I thought since I was out of school, that he should have been as 
well.  This was the time of baseball where Dad and I would listen to the 
Atlanta Braves on the radio together, sitting on the back porch in the 
evenings, rocking slowly back and forth as we sipped iced tea.  He didn't 
talk much; Dad was very quiet when he got home.  He had a lot on his 
mind in trying to take care of his family (I realize now), yet he had a smell, 
or fragrance that I was comforted by.   
  
Dad had a certain fragrance or smell about him that was distinctly manly, 
yet was my father.  No other father or person was like this smell, this 
fragrance, this presence.  When he would get home, it delighted me to no 
end.  Sure, he was tired and not always in the best and friendliest mood, 
yet I longed for the fragrance of his presence because it meant I was not 
alone; it meant that he was near and that everything in my little world was 
going to be alright as long as he was around! 
  
We are blessed as Christians because God our Father has made his 
permanent presence known and continued through Jesus Christ and the 
sending forth of the Spirit of God.  Just like my earthly father who had a 
fragrant presence, so our Heavenly Father makes him presence known to 
us as well.  Because of what Jesus Christ has done for us, we can know 
that He truly never will leave us nor forsake us! 
  
May these words comfort you as you realize that Jesus is truly the Ever-
Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble-King!  There is not a situation, a day, or 
a person in your life that can ever threaten his precious presence in your 
life to assist you and to help you!  And as I still remember the fragrance or 
the smell of my own father's presence, so Jesus comforts us continually 
by the fragrance of life and favor toward us proclaimed again and again 
through His Holy Word! (2 Cor. 2:14).   
  

 'Great' and at the Same Time 'Close' to Us! 
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As Christians, we experience challenging times in this world, much greater 
than the long, hot, sometimes boring days of the summer of my youth.  
There are times of being unsure of what tomorrow will bring.  I know 
a family who does not know whether their mother will live another day.  
Another family is concerned financially; they are "strapped", credit cards to 
the limit, and they wonder if God will help them since they got into the 
"mess" by their own foolish doing.  Another man wonders if his child will 
ever be normal like other children.  An elderly couple have been 
questioning whether their wisdom is really needed, or even considered in 
their congregation anymore.  Some are concerned with the way Christ's 
church has been given in too much to a pop culture that focuses on 
mindless entertainment instead of worshipping God in spirit and truth! 
  
In all these situations we can be comforted as Christians that God is close 
to us and present during these struggles.  Because He is both 
Transcendent as well as Immanent to us, he is powerful enough to help 
us, and close enough to love us!  He is great and close!  There is hope as 
Christians that God is both Transcendent and Immanent.  God's 
Transcendence teaches us that He is Great and Sovereign and Holy, yet 
His Immanence teaches us that He is near to those who love Him in 
Christ.  Long before the Christ came to this earth to live, die, and be 
resurrected and ascended to His throne, Isaiah wrote of God's character 
to the Israelites who were going to undergo God's judgment for sin.  Isaiah 
prophesied: 
  
Isaiah 57:15:

15 
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits 

eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him 
who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite.  
  
Isaiah reveals our God who is indeed unapproachable without a Mediator, 
but One who is close to, or present with those who are of a "contrite and 
lowly spirit".  The purpose of God's ministry to His people?  Isaiah says: 
"to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite."  As 
God's people, we should rejoice that although our lives can be perceived 
as "complex messes".  We should remember that our lives are sovereignly 
ordered and our destinies wisely determined by the Holy One who inhabits 
eternity (Isa. 57:15), and this one dwells near to His people as the Ever-
Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble-King! 
  
How should we respond to this gracious King Jesus who truly is "with 
us"?  We should praise Him for His work in our lives, for his constant 
walking with us, and help in times of our troubles.  What he has done, 
what he has accomplished, he has done for those whom he loved, so that 
they would have an ever present King to rule over them and to help them! 
  

"Flesh of Our Flesh, Bone of Our Bones" 
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Part of my fascination with comic books, and part of what is fueling the 
revival of comic book heroes especially in films today is the need of a 
hero.  As the popular song goes: 'We need a hero."  The need for a hero 
is better, and more precisely translated "a Savior".  We not only need 
someone to save us from ourselves and the corrupt world around us, we 
need a lasting and living hope for the future!  As time-bound beings we are 
concerned and need a future.  Without hope we know there is only 
loneliness and despair. 
  
As a people living in a fallen world, we are not without hope and without a 
hero or Savior.  We have searched endlessly to find a Savior, a 
Redeemer, a "Superhero" who would save us!  Yet we look around and 
there is no one to be found here on earth.  As Adam searched 
desperately, yet in vain for a wife among the animals, so we search for a 
Savior among the sinful folk.  But then we look and from the Lord's own 
hand One is sent to us.  One who is "flesh of our flesh, bone of our 
bones"- - one like us, one who can be near to us (yet Who is without all 
the sin that causes us to find in mere mortals an ironic and sarcastic anti-
hero who is as lonely and fearful as we are, who lives his so-called heroic 
life as Nietzsche's 'Superman' and as an intellectual samurai hit man' from 
the mind of Quentin Tarrantino!). 
  
The hope of the incarnation of Jesus Christ is that He is truly Immanuel, 
"God with us".  In our times of fear and uncertainty we should reflect upon 
the incarnation of Jesus.  Incarnation simply means "enfleshed" or "with 
flesh".  When 'incarnation' is spoken of God it is astounding and mind-
boggling to think about.  However, we should always be reminded that our 
Glorified Savior, who became man in the fullness of time, is still man and 
will remain the Glorified God-Man for all eternity.  When God "put on" 
manhood, or enfleshed himself, or became incarnate, it was for the 
purpose of becoming man to represent and redeem men who believe.  He 
came to be our true hero and Savior and Lord! 
  

Our God, Our Brother, Our Hero, Our Savior, and Our Lord 

In our times of trouble and uncertainty we should be reminded that this 
Glorified God-Man is at the same time our God, our brother, our hero, 
our Savior, and our Lord.  But He truly is close to us by His Spirit.  In fact, 
he is so close to His people that He indwells them by His Spirit (John 15)!  
We should never fear the Lord's presence or anything else in the world.  
We should be reminded that Jesus Christ is near to us and to His 
congregations.  As he revealed himself walking among the congregations 
(lampstands) in Revelation chapters 1-3, so he still walks with and among 
us today!  He meant what he said when he promised that he would never 
leave us nor forsake us! 
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Remember that the person at God's right hand who has been given 
supreme authority over heaven and earth has a human face!  And when 
we look to him by faith we see in the eyes on that human face, eyes of 
sympathy and understanding.  We see one acquainted with our griefs, 
sufferings, and our struggle with sin.  We see our hero!  We see our 
Savior!  Who or what have we to fear as long as He is with us?  And for all 
eternity, he will be with us!  Remember in your struggles, the hope that the 
author of the Book of Hebrews writes: 
  
Hebrews 4:14-16: Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

15
 For we do 

not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

16
 Let us then 

with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need. 
  
We will close our study of Revelation chapter one with the great and 
encouraging words of the psalmist.  From Psalm 27 David poetically 
describes our God and King who is indeed always close to his people! 

Psalm 27: OF DAVID.The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

2
 When evildoers 

assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and 
fall. 

3
 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war 

arise against me, yet I will be confident. 
4
 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that 

will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. 

5
 For he will hide 

me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his 
tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 

6
 And now my head shall be lifted up above 

my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I 
will sing and make melody to the LORD.  

7
 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 

8
 You have 

said, "Seek my face." My heart says to you, "Your face, LORD, do I seek." 
9
 Hide 

not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you who have been 
my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 

10
 For my father 

and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in. 
11

 Teach me your 
way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 

12
 Give me not 

up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and 
they breathe out violence. 

13
 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the 

LORD in the land of the living! 
14

 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart 
take courage; wait for the LORD! 

Conclusion  
May you use this study of Revelation chapter one to inform your reading of 
the entire Revelation of Jesus Christ.  May it be profitable as a study to 
guide you through a much misunderstood and under read book of Holy 
Scripture.  As you read the Book of Revelation, remind yourself of how 
Jesus reveals himself in chapter one.  Jesus is the... 
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1) Resurrected and Living King 
2) Coming Judge and King 
3) The Speaking King 
4) The Ever-Present-Help-in-Times-of-Trouble-King 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
  

 
For Further Reading: The books below are helpful for understanding 
'Revelation'!  Read them all, but read Poythress and Beale first! 
  
Herman Bavinck- The Last Things: Hope for this World and the Next. 
Edited by John Bolt. Translated by John Vriend. Published by Baker 
Books, 1996 
G. K. Beale- The Book of Revelation, New International Greek 
Testament Commentary, Eerdmans, 1999 
G. C. Berkhouwer- The Return of Christ. Studies in Dogmatics Series. 
Published by Eerdmans, 1972 
Dennis Johnson- Triumph of the Lamb: A Commentary on Revelation, 
P&R, 2001 
Vern S. Poythress- The Returning King: A Guide to the Book of 
Revelation, P&R, 2000 
  
End Study of Revelation Chapter One 
 


