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Theme: Salvation is and always has been through justification by faith alone in both 
covenants! 
 
Scripture Lesson: Psalm 32; Genesis 12:1-3; 15; 17; Acts 3; Galatians 3 
WCOF: Justification by Faith Alone 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Some Christians believe that Jews were saved in a different way in the Old Covenant.  
Not true! All believers before and after the coming of Christ are saved through 
justification by faith alone. 
 
This doctrine of Justification by Faith Alone was the hinge on which the 
Reformation of the Sixteenth Century turned.  For Luther it was the doctrine upon 
which the Church literally stands or falls! 
 
Justification can be a difficult teaching of the Bible to understand.  W. Robert 
Godfrey has written: “If Paul in his own day was not always understood by his own 
churches on the doctrine of justification, we should perhaps not be surprised that the 
churches since that time have so often failed to get it.  The true doctrine of 
justification always strikes some as antinomian, even though it is not.  Paul must 
often have faced the question: ‘Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?’ 
(Rom. 6:1).  A doctrine of justification that does not from time to time evoke 
that question is not the biblical doctrine of justification.”- The Pattern of Sound 
Doctrine, VanDrunen, pg. 129. 
 
Abraham was called to be the beginning of the undoing of the Fall of Adam.  

In Abraham, God was beginning the restoration and renewing of his “Genesis 
Project” in humanity ‘to the Jew first, then to the Gentile’.  God’s purposes in 
redemption have always been to create a New Heavens and a New Earth and 

this was started in God’s call to Abraham. 
 

Christ as the Seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:16-29) has come to restore and 
renew God's “Genesis Project” in humanity and in all creation and we are 

invited to participate in this grand metanarrative or story! Let this Grand Story 
inform every fiber of your being and every aspect of your outlook in life, for 

this is wisdom! 
 

"If anyone is in Christ- -New Creation!"- St. Paul, II Corinthians 5:17 
 
 

I. ABRAHAM’S JUSTIFICATION 



a. His name- “Abram” to “Abraham”/ a redemptive-historical shift and 
name change: “Father of a Multitude of Nations”! 

 
b. “According to the flesh” (v. 1)- Our circumcised Jewish Father 

 
c. “Abraham believed God” (v. 3)- This was counted/imputed to him 

as righteousness 
 
d. Important to note the contrast in 4:1-6 between “works and 

believing” or “merit earned through obedience” and “a 
receiving believing” of an alien and foreign righteousness. 

 
Abraham too is called “ungodly” (cf. Josh. 24:1-3).  Abraham, the ungodly 

one, was also justified by faith, receiving a righteousness that was not 
inherent in himself, but one that was received from God, because he believed 

God.  And upon receiving this righteousness, God 
counted/reckoned/declared him righteous in his ungodly state. 

 
Jews at this time, would have agreed that Abraham was saved by grace, but that he 
had also worked or contributed something to his righteous standing before God.  
Paul is saying “no, he was ungodly” and received God’s righteousness not by any 
inherit, internal merit of cooperating with God, but simply by receiving God’s 
promises by faith! 
 

i. Imputation- Declaration of Righteousness/clothed in 
Christ’s righteousness/ “Alien righteousness” 

 
ii. Infusion- Become righteous/ No synergistic work between 

God and man! 
 

e. Justified before or after circumcision? BEFORE! What does 
this mean? 

i. Covenant signs (circumcision/baptism) are seals of the 
righteousness that is received by faith (v. 5b, 11).  This is 
while Abraham was still uncircumcised. 

 
ii. “All who believe” (v. 11b)- How do we know the elect? 

Those who believe (cf. Matthew 11:25-30). 
 

iii. Both Jew and Gentiles (circumcised and uncircumcised) 
receive God’s promises in Christ by faith and are called to 
walk as Abraham did! (v. 12). 

 
iv. Not through Law, but through God’s promises (Gen. 15; 17; 

Galatians 3). 
 
Israel was awaiting vindication/justification from their Covenant God.  God 

vindicated and justified Israel by faith in Jesus the True Israelite. 



 

II. OUR JUSTIFICATION 
a. Grace rather than merit (two opposites; antithesis of grace: merit!) (v. 

16; cf. Romans 4:4)- “wages are not counted as a gift, but as his due.” 
 
b. Faith of Abraham/Our Faith 

 
c. Abraham is the Father of us all (both Jew and Gentile)- Ephesians 

2:8-14. “One new man out of two.” 
 

d. The importance of faith in God’s promises (vv. 17-21)- “Fully 
convinced”/ “I know whom I have believed in!” (cf. Hebrews 11:1-
6). 

 
Calvin (Commentary on Romans): “When…we come to Christ, we first find in 
Him the exact righteousness of the law, and this also becomes ours by imputation.” 
 
“Therefore, we explain justification simply as the acceptance with which God 
receives us into his favor as righteous men.  And we say that it consists in the 
remission of sins and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness.”- Institutes in the 
Christian Religion, Calvin, 3.11.2. 
 
John Murray: “It is our Lord’s whole work of obedience in every phase and period 
that is described as active and passive, and we must avoid the mistake of thinking 
that the active obedience applies to the obedience of his life and the passive to the 
obedience of his final sufferings and death.  The real use and purpose of the formula 
is to emphasize the two distinct aspects of our Lord’s vicarious obedience. The truth 
expressed rests upon the recognition that the law of God has both penal sanctions 
and positive demands….Christ’s obedience was vicarious in the bearing of full 
judgment of God upon sin, and it was vicarious in the full discharge of the demands 
of righteousness. His obedience becomes the ground of the remission of sin 
and of actual justification.”- Redemption Accomplished and Applied, pgs. 21-22. 

 

III. (BECAUSE OF) JESUS’ JUSTIFICATION 
a. Jesus delivered up for sin (v. 25) 
b. Jesus raised up for our justification (v. 25) 
c. His justification is our justification by faith alone when we are united 

to him. 
d. Christ is our righteousness, our right standing before God, because 

we are clothed in his righteousness…and so we have peace with God 
(Romans 5). 

e. There is no condemnation (Romans 8)! 
f. Jesus was justified and we are justified in Him! 


