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Introduction 
 
The following studies will be on themes from the Gospel of John.  The Gospel of John is 
a magnificent book of revelation about Jesus Christ our Savior.  One of the main 
emphasis in the Gospel is that those who read it, both believers and unbelievers, might 
come to a true and saving knowledge of the living God (John 15:1-5; 20:31).  As you 
study John's Gospel, you will notice theological and biblical contrasts in his book: light-
darkness, life-death, Law-Grace, creation-New creation, Old Testament signs-New 
Testament realities, and the present age characterized by sin, death due to Adam's fall 
and the age to come that has now dawned in the coming of God in the flesh.  In fact, the 
Gospel of John opens with many of these theological contrasts. 
  
The Gospel of John also presents a horizontal perspective as well as a vertical 
perspective of history.  One the one hand, John emphasizes the horizontal perspective of 
a new creation dawning in history because of the coming of Jesus into the world (John 
1:1-18).  This history that extends back to the first creation is consummated in the coming 
of a new creation (Thus the reason John begins his gospel with "In the beginning").  On 
the other hand, John focuses our attention on a vertical perspective of history because 
real eternal life and knowledge of God is obtained by being "born from above", Jesus 
came down from above, His Kingdom is not of this world, etc.  As we study the themes in 
the Book of John, may we keep these basic truths in mind. 
  
The Gospel of John as Story, Play, and Film 
I believe that it is helpful to think of the Book of John with story-perspectives.  For 
instance, John's Gospel could be understand as the story of Jesus Christ and how we all 
either fit into that story, or do not fit into His story.  This story is filled with paradox, irony, 
misinterpretations and misunderstandings, and ultimately with a hero who is resurrected 
to his proper place upon the completion of his journey for those he loved [NOTE: the use 
of "story" in no way means that it is a fictional story.  "Story" is used as a way of capturing 
the essence of God's revelation of His reality in Jesus Christ.  Some men make up their 
own fictional stories, and some men by his grace, submit to God's Historically True 
Story]. 
  
You could also look at John's Gospel as a play.  Chapter 1 is a prologue to the play, 
perhaps with overture music, chapters 2-12 form the content of Act One, chapters 13-
20 form the content of Act Two, with an epilogue at the end in chapter 21.  Another 
perspective for approaching the book of John is like a film.  Chapter 1 contains the 
opening titles, musical theme, and credits.  It gives you the history prior to the story in the 
film.  Chapters 2-20 are various angles or shots the camera captures, then it is edited by 
John to focus every event, sign, and saying to reveal Jesus Christ as the Author of the 
story.  Chapter 21 would be the closing credits and music of the film. 
  
John Chapter 1 
John 1:1-14: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 

2 
He was in the beginning with God. 

3 
All things were made through 

him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 
In him was life, and 

the life was the light of men. 
5 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
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has not overcome it. 
6 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 
He 

came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 

8 
He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

9 
The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 

He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 

11 
He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12 

But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 

13 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 

man, but of God. 
14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
  
Light in the Darkness 
When I was a young boy, I used to be terribly fearful of the dark as I would go to bed 
each night.  The dark at night was the place of the unknown, the unfamiliar, and the 
unrecognizable.  Shadows would lurk about my room, moving from wall to wall as I would 
see shapes that my mind would arrange as horrible threats to my existence.  I would try 
to get up out of my bed to reach the light switch, and I would do this as fast as I could, 
because in my mind I was racing the images I saw on the wall that I thought were not to 
only scare me, but to take my life. 
  
If I could not get enough to nerve to quickly jump out of bed, I would merely wait until the 
light of morning, then I could see clearly that there was nothing in my room, and there 
was truly nothing to fear but the fear I experienced itself.  What a comfort the light of 
morning was whenever I was fearful of the dark.  Light is comforting to all of us in this 
world, because it enables our eyes to see all around us and to have the ability to observe 
the beauty of the universe all around us. 
  
Just like when I was a boy, the world had been submerged into darkness because of the 
fall of Adam into sin.  What the Westminster Confession of Faith calls the "estate of sin 
and misery" (WCOF, chapter 6) the Apostle John describes in John chapter one of his 
gospel as a "darkness" (v. 5).  Men could see all around them the reality of a Creator, 
and of his beautiful creation (cf. Romans 1), yet because their hearts were darkened, 
they could not comprehend it, nor ignore it by overcoming it (v. 5).  So, God in His grace 
took upon Himself human flesh to point our way to the true God, our true and eternal God 
the Creator. 
  
Who was this man who came to dwell among us, to show us the light (v. 14)?  This man 
was very God of very God!  John wants us to know that just as there was deep darkness 
in the original creation of the world, and God said "Let there be light!" in the darkness, so 
in Jesus Christ, God begins the consummation of a new creation with the coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world who will also cry out "Let there be light!"- - and there was, and 
will continue to be light until he returns for those who believe. 
  
With God and Was God  
Who was this man who had the ability to speak and light would come forth from 
darkness?  Who was this man who could do what God could do in healing men's 
sicknesses, enlightening the eyes of those who could not see, causing some to be born 
again, or "born from above"?  This man was "with God" in the beginning, as well as "was 
God".  This man Jesus Christ, the Word who became flesh, who came to dwell among 
us, so that we might know the true God in the midst of our darkness.   
  
During a time period in history when men are offering up sacrifice and praise to every 
created thing in hopes of finding fulfillment and instead end up merely creating another 
idol to worship because they know there is a true God but are too blind to see him, or to 
find him.  Jesus Christ the one who was "with God" and "was God" comes to make this 
true God known to us. 



  
The good news of John's gospel in revealing Jesus Christ as the one "with God" and the 
one who "was God" is to remind us of the need of a Savior who would be "like us, yet not 
like us".  We needed someone who was distinct from God, that is "with God", who could 
by his grace take upon himself human flesh, to become a man to represent us righteously 
before God.  We also needed someone "not like us" who was ultimately "like God" or 
rather "was God" so as to truly reveal God to us, to truly live for us, to have the power, 
holiness and love of God that only God could have! 
  
The sad part of what John writes is that even though this Jesus was "with God" and "was 
God", and the world and everything in it was created by him and for him (v. 3), the world, 
because it was submerged in darkness did not recognize him.  The creatures do not 
recognize their Creator because they are submerged in the blackest darkness and need 
the Light of the World to bring not only light, but life.  The good news was that this Jesus 
Christ was not only light, but life, and this life was the light of men (v. 4).   
  
Old Creation and New Creation 
Since the "old creation" ("In the beginning...", Gen. 1) and the fall that occurred in that 
"old creation" (Gen. 3), the world was submerged in an estate of sin and misery, ruled by 
the results and circumstances of the fall of Adam.  People in the world were ruled by the 
dominion of the prince of the power of the air, the god of this age, and the principles of 
sin, such as self-centeredness, idol worship, false religiosity, and lived with the ultimate 
destiny of death and separation from God their Creator.  Yet God in his grace came to 
tabernacle, to dwell with men in darkness so as to give them life, and in their new life as 
new creations to be given light! 
  
You see there was nothing wrong with the light of the "old creation".  It was because the 
people were submerged in sin and darkness with tainted hearts that they were unable to 
see or comprehend the light of God's glorious "good" revelation in the world around us 
(Gen. 1:31; Psa. 19).  So, Jesus Christ comes to establish a new creation with new 
creations (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17), that is people who believe, who will live eternally with him and 
be able to see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  We see a glimpse of this now, 
but O what we will see people of God when we see him face to face- - as he is.  In fact, 
as John writes in his first epistle, we shall be like him! 
  
Do you know that a new creation a "new beginning" (v. 1) has dawned in Jesus Christ?  
Do you comprehend God and see him as God in the flesh?  Embrace him by faith today!  
Ask him for life so that you might truly live as you were purposed to live as his obedient 
creature!  Ask him for light so that you might truly see your sin and the darkness in which 
you live, so that you might truly know the beauty of the Lord your God!  Praise be to God 
for dwelling among us in our own flesh! 
  
This is our hope and the encouragement that John give us in the first few verses of John 
chapter 1! 
 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 



 WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
"GOD'S GLORY IN THE FLESH" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
 

 
 
Introduction 
Are you feeling like you have gotten yourself into a mess and there is no way out for you? 
Do you feel forgotten and lonely perhaps because of age and you think you are no longer 
important to your church or family? Do you often struggle with the same sins over and 
over, the sin you think you have completely conquered and forgotten, and then there is is 
to threaten your intimate walk with Christ again? Do you feel like there is a situation that 
God is not big enough to change? Do you feel like you have prayed and called out to God 
about something in particular and he has not answered and you are questioning his love 
for you? 
  
In all of these situations above, the one most important thing we all need is the realization 
and knowledge that God is with us and that He is able to do above and beyond whatever 
we ask or imagine! Even if it seems too big or difficult for you, God is able and God is 
with you!  The fact of God being with us is the great truth that John communicates in 
John 1. 
  
Throughout redemptive-history, God's people had awaited the day when God would fully 
and permanently dwell with them.  He dwelled in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve 
until the fall of man into sin and rebellion caused separation.  Later, by His grace, God 
dwelled with Israel in the Tabernacle of Meeting that He commanded Moses to oversee 
(Exodus 25ff).  During the "golden age" of Israel's existence as nation, God dwelled in a 
Temple built by Solomon.  The hope that everyone was looking forward to was that one 
day God would permanently dwell with his people and this presence would ensure His 
people that He cared for them, loved them, and would be strong enough and able enough 
to do whatever they asked.   
  
John begins his Gospel declaring the good news of Jesus by pointing us to the reality 
that God became flesh and made his dwelling among us- - the living God stepped down 
out of heaven to take upon himself human flesh so that he could be a perfect Mediator on 
our behalf, sympathize with our weaknesses, to present himself to God as a sacrifice for 
our sins and rebellion.  The unbelievable and unimaginable took place: God became one 
of us!  And in the enfleshing of God, we see and behold the Glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ!  Today's study will focus on John 1, verses 1, 14, and 18. 
  
John 1:1-18 
ESV John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 ( 
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John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") 16 And from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; 
the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.  
 
"God Was the WORD" 
God’s Glory dwells with man in the Person of Jesus Christ, but this was something that 
no one in their wildest imaginations could have fathomed until God made it clear in the 
life and preaching of Jesus.  Notice in verse 1.  John says that "In the beginning was the 
WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WORD was God."  Jesus was "With God 
and Was God".  This shows that the WORD was both distinct from God the Father as 
well as equal with. 
  
It is important to explain the Greek Text of John 1:1, particularly since many want to deny 
the divinity of Christ, some willing only to acknowledge him as a "good teacher".  In the 
Greek text of John 1:1, John literally wants to say that "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and God was the Word.  Because the Greek text has no 
article before 'God' in the last clause of verse 1, some false teachers have tried to 
translate this as: "The Word was a god", perhaps a god-like person, like in Greek 
thought, but not THE GOD.   
  
John however does not have an article so as to emphasize the placement of God before 
Word, so that it says: "God was the WORD.  In other words, there is absolutely no 
question as to what John communicates: The Word is distinct from God (with God), as 
well as equal to God (was God).   
  
It’s a WORD, it’s a logos, it’s a man, no it’s God in the flesh! 
John goes on to stress Christ's "God-ness" or Deity, or Divinity by explaining Jesus with 
the use of a Hebrew term as well as a Greek term.  To the Greeks, Word, or LOGOS, 
meant the rational principle, or logic that held all of life and the cosmos together.  It was 
an impersonal force that kept all order from turning chaotic when someone sneezes.   
  
To the Hebrews the Word communicated God's divine speaking, as when God speaks in 
the creation and all comes to pass.  The divine fiat that commands life and light and life 
and light comes forth into nothing.  It also communicates the Word spoken by the 
prophets that would not go forth and return empty or void (Isa. 55-58), that burned within 
the hearts of God's prophets.  The WORD also communicated God's wisdom and how to 
live within God's world (cf. Proverbs 8). 
  
This LOGOS, this WORD of God became flesh! To use Paul's expression elsewhere in 
1 Corinthians, this would have been foolishness to the Greeks and a stumbling block to 
the Jews!  This was the unbelievable, but it was God coming to dwell with man in glory in 
a way that was so very unexpected!   
  
What kind of flesh was this?  Real flesh?  God had flesh like ours!  When we think if God 
in flesh and desire to see God's glory displayed in all its fullness look to the God who 
became like us, had a body like us (yet without sin nature), got his feet dirty, who had a 
heart beat, who would have sweat and perspired on a hot day in the sun and our God 
would have even had body odor.  What kind of God is this?  What child is this?  Behold, 
we see the glory of God revealed in a crying peasant child named Jesus who was 
probably licked clean by the animals (his own creatures) in the cattle stall in which he 
was born.  This is the kind of flesh that God took own -- our own.  That is why he 
understands how we feel and that is why he sympathizes with us in weakness and in our 
struggle in this world! 
 



This is such great news that God would answer our ultimate prayers to see him and to 
behold him with our own face and yet men want to deny the deity, God-ness, or divinity of 
the Word.  Why?  Because since the fall man likes his own will and way, he likes playing 
God like a small child playing house with her dolls, and he neither wants to be obedient to 
this Word, nor honor him in worship.  In other words, denying Christ’s Deity, God-ness, or 
Divinity is man’s last ditch effort to diminish or rewrite the revelation of God’s hope 
extended to man. 
 
The "God-Ness", Deity and Divinity of Jesus, the WORD Enfleshed 
John’s main intent in chapter 1 is to stress the deity, or “God-ness” of Jesus Christ 
(compare 1:1, 18; 20:28-31; “I AM statements of Jesus).  In fact, the whole of John's 
Gospel has an inclusio from the first chapter to the end of part two in chapter 20.  He 
begins with the foundational statement that Jesus was God, then he ends book two in 
chapter 20 with Thomas' revelation: "My LORD, and My God" as he believes in Jesus.  
This revelation of John is held out so that all of us will believe (John 20:31). 
 
This is the ultimate question for ourselves, our friends, family and neighbors: “Who Do 
You Say Jesus Is?”  How you answer this reveals whether you have a Savior who can 
truly save: a Savior like you, as well as not like you; One who was with God, and was 
God!  But also in the midst of your pain, misunderstanding, lack of faith, loneliness, and 
struggling with your sins, you need to also be reminded of Who Jesus is!  If God is able to 
surprise even the finest of Bible scholars who taught at the first coming of Jesus, he is 
surely able to surprise you each and every day as you remind yourself that the Word 
Who became flesh is with you and He is able to do what He has promised to you that He 
will do! 
  
C. S. Lewis' 'Liar, Lunatic, or LORD' 
Men today deny his Jesus' Divinity and accept him as just a “good teacher” or nice 
religious person.  He is called by some to be the first social activist, feminist, pluralist, and 
everything else under the sun other than “very God of very God, begotten not made, 
being of one essence with the Father.”  If he is just a good teacher, he is not even that.  
C. S. Lewis said one time, we can call Jesus a liar, a lunatic, or Lord, but we cannot 
merely call him a good teacher if indeed he was not God.   
  
To use C. S. Lewis' comment from his book Mere Christianity, we can say Jesus lied to 
us and so we can say he is bad because he was a nasty liar.  We can also pity him and 
say he was a lunatic to think he was God and to lay down his life for a cause that was of 
his own making (or to surrender himself in his death on the wheel of history).  But if he is 
who he says he is, and HE IS because he said and proved that he was I AM, then we 
must call him LORD and because he is LORD we must obey him and worship him. 
 
A Search, A Quest and a Rejection 
Even within the pale of so-called “Christian circles” men are looking for the “historical 
Jesus” and the historical Jesus is not divine in their estimation- - yet that is exactly what 
John is communicating in his gospel- - so that all will believe and know the True God and 
Jesus Christ His Son (John 17:3-5).  If these men on their search or quest for the so-
called historical Jesus are removing Scripture that does not rightly reveal Jesus, and they 
believe Jesus is not God, then they will desire to reject all of the Scriptures that do indeed 
witness to the fact that he is God -- and that leaves them with a continuous search with 
nothing ever meaningful and true found concerning this Jesus!   
  
If these "scholars" come to the table of their search with the bias, or the presupposition 
that Jesus is not God, they are not very likely to find him revealed as God.  What a 
shame!  For all who deny him in this way, there is only the threat of eternal death and 
punishment, eternally realizing and being reminded consciously while in torment, that this 
Jesus was the Great I AM and rather than believing what they saw so clearly in the life of 



Jesus and hearing in the preaching of Jesus and about Jesus, they will will realize that 
they rejected him and they will glorify God in his great justice despite their so-
called search because they will get what we all deserve apart from the grace held out in 
Jesus Christ, the WORD who was enfleshed! 
  
But for all who believe, we have God’s covenant promise: To Be Our God and to dwell 
once again with Him like we were originally created to do in the creation of all things.  
God dwells in the flesh so that we might truly come to know that God is not silent, rather 
he reveals himself clearly all around us in His beautiful creation ("the theater of his glory"- 
Calvin), and specially He reveals himself in our own human flesh. 
 
The Glory of the God in the Face of Jesus Christ and Existential Blindness and 
Deafness 
In Exodus 33:12-34:8- Moses wants to see God’s face.  God in his grace (and protection 
of Moses) only reveals his back side as well as his attributes to him.  Moses wants to 
know as God's Mediator if God is going to be present with him as Mediator.  Moses longs 
for the presence of God to be with God's people permanently.  He longs for the day when 
God will truly be with us!  What John writes, Moses could have never conceived: God 
would reveal his glory with a face like Moses (and Moses gets to experience the 
transfiguration of Jesus with Elijah when the cloaked God with a human face in our flesh 
"unzips" his glory for a moment of revelation in time!) 
  
In the fullness of time, that John records for us in John 1, the God does come to us to 
dwell with us to live for those who believe, and to open up the way for God to come and 
dwell permanently with us by His Spirit, and one day in glorified bliss in the New Heavens 
and the New Earth (Revelation 21-22).  This is the hope of all those who would believe. 
  
Many unbelieving people in the world say that if they could just see God, or see Jesus, 
then they would believe!  But, Jesus says: 
 
John 20:29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 30 Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book… 
 
In Ingmar Bergman’s film The Seventh Seal, the knight (one who represents religious 
existentialism) who realizes the meaninglessness of life in the face of death, who thinks 
he has searched for God, cried out to God, and God has not answered him says for all 
unbelievers who want to see God:  
  
“My indifference has shut me out.  I live in a world of ghosts, a prisoner of dreams.  I 
want God to put out his hand, show his face, speak to me.  I cry out to him in the 
dark but there is no one there…Why can’t I kill God within me?” 
 
Religious existentialism dealt with God’s so-called “silence” and Francis Schaeffer wrote 
the book “He is There and Is Not Silent” based on this type of thinking.  Problem is, men 
want God to appear to them on their own terms, not in God’s terms- - they cannot ever 
recognize God’s divinity nor their own humanity in the Person of Jesus Christ!  Only by 
God's grace giving them true life, so that they might have true light: "In Him was life, and 
that life was the light of men" (1:5). 
 
In Christ we see what Moses longed to see: God’s face, as well as God’s attributes and 
even his personality.  If men want to see or hear God they must look to and listen to 
Jesus Christ.  He is the only One who has seen God and made him known (1:18).  Men 
can wait around for the rest of their lives supposedly "Waiting on Godot", but "Godot", 
rather, the WORD has clearly made God known to all and the resurrection is the reason 



why God calls men everywhere to repent, turn, be obedient to, and worship this LORD 
Jesus Christ.  Paul says it like this to the Greek Philosophers at Athens (who were in their 
own way "Waiting for Godot"): 
  
"'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets 
have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'...The times of ignorance God 
overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 

31 
because he 

has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead." 

32 
Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But 

others said, "We will hear you again about this." 
 
God's People are Reflections of His Glory 
May we as a people look to Jesus each day, each moment to see the love of God 
expressed and displayed by faith in the face of Jesus.  May we then go out to each other 
and into the world with the face that still shines because of the reflection of the glory of 
God, not coming from the outside, but arising internally from our hearts’ affections to 
show the love of Christ to others (2 Cor. 3:7-18).   
 
May we share God’s good news to others and others “see Jesus Christ” in our deeds and 
hear Jesus Christ in what we say!  May we encourage one another as believers with the 
good news that no matter what we are going through, whatever difficult place we find 
ourselves in, may we be reminded that God is With us!  He is our "Immanuel"!  God is 
with us in Jesus Christ and because of Jesus Christ and His resurrection and glorification 
at God's right hand, we are given His Spirit and so God dwells with His people in the 
most intimate of ways!  May we come to realize the power of his strength that works 
within us (Eph. 1:15-23). 
 
And may we warn unbelievers as well as encourage each other that one day God will 
dwell permanently with us in glorified flesh as Revelation 21 describes for us in detail: 
  
3 
And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God 

is with men, and he shall dwell with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God: 

4 
and he shall wipe away every tear 

from their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain, any more: the first things are passed away....

22 
And I saw no 

temple therein: for the Lord God the Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple 
thereof. 

23 
And the city hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine upon 

it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the lamp thereof is the Lamb. 
24 

And the 
nations shall walk amidst the light thereof: and the kings of the earth bring their 
glory into it. 

25 
And the gates thereof shall in no wise be shut by day (for there shall 

be no night there): 
26 

and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations 
into it: 

27 
and there shall in no wise enter into it anything unclean, or he that maketh 

an abomination and a lie: but only they that are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 

   



WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
  

VOX DEI AND AGNUS DEI: VOICE OF GOD AND LAMB OF GOD 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
 

Introduction 
This week's study will be from John 1, verses 19-34 when we are first introduced by the 
Apostle John to the forerunner of the Messiah, or the "Voice of God crying in the 
wilderness" who prepares the way for Messiah.  The first thing we are told about John the 
Baptist in John's gospel is that he was "sent from God" (v. 6).  This is extremely important 
for our study and in considering the context of John the Baptist's conversation with the 
Jews of Jerusalem and his authority as a prophet and minister of God.  We will consider 
this more in our study. 
  
What we need to understand about John the Baptist's ministry is that it takes place in a 
unique redemptive-historical context.  When John the Baptist comes as the Voice of God, 
he comes to the last period of the Old Covenant ("the sun is setting on the Old Covenant 
and the New Covenant is dawning simultaneously" [I learned this quotation from 
someone else and cannot give credit because I have forgotten who said it].  When 
considering his ministry, as well as the whole of John's Gospel, we must remember that 
there is an overlapping of creations, or ages, as well as an overlapping of covenants.  
The Old covenant is coming to an end and the New Covenant is dawning the coming of 
Jesus the Messiah. 
  
John the Baptist's Ministry 
John the Baptist's ministry as the last of the Old Covenant prophets, “bridges the gap” 
between the Old and New covenants.  The overlapping of the old creation characterized 
by sin and misery and the dawning of the new creation with Jesus and the sending of the 
Spirit happens during John the Baptist's life time.  The Old Covenant of types and signs 
gives way to the heavenly reality revealed in Jesus Christ.  For instance, where the 
sacrifices of animals was an ongoing activity in the Old Covenant, so in the New 
Covenant Jesus lays down his life as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world, as the final sacrifice, or the reality to which the sacrifices pointed forward! 
 
What is the relationship between John's unique ministry and Jesus the Messiah's unique 
ministry? There are several ways we can think about John the Baptist's ministry in 
contrast to Jesus' ministry.  We can think of it with a building metaphor, as well as a 
show, or event metaphor.  With the building metaphor, there is one who surveys the land, 
clears the way for a construction project.  John surveys and clears the land, preparing the 
way for Jesus to build and construct his New Covenant Temple. 

 
Another metaphor is that of a show.  There is one who introduces the main attraction 
before the curtain goes up, or “opens up” for the main act.  John the Baptist comes to 
introduce, but Jesus is the main attraction, or the main show.  Finally, you can think of 
John's relationship to Jesus with an event metaphor.  For an event, say like a birth, 
you send an invitation, then you have the event itself.  John’s message is the invitation, 
Jesus is the event itself.   This is the relationship between the unique and covenant 
closing ministry of John the Baptist and the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 
Text of Scripture: John 1:19-34 
John 1:19-34: And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?" 

20 
He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, "I am not the Christ." 
21 

And they asked him, "What then? Are 
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you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 
22 

So they said to him, "Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?"  
  
23 

He said, "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 'Make straight the 
way of the Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said." 

24 
(Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees.) 
25 

They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

26 
John answered them, "I baptize with water, 

but among you stands one you do not know, 
27 

even he who comes after me, the 
strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie." 

28 
These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  
  
29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

30 
This is he of whom I said, 'After me 

comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.' 
31 

I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 
revealed to Israel." 

32 
And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33 

I myself did not know him, but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 

34 
And I have 

seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." 
 
Sent From God 
The first truth that John reveals about John the Baptist is that he was sent from God 
(1:6).  He goes on to say that he was a witness to the Light (1:7-8), not the Light Himself.  
The Jews send from Jerusalem priests and Levites to ask John the Baptist: "YOU! Who 
do you think you are?" (that is the way the text seems to read in the Greek).  
John answers by saying firstly, "I am NOT the Christ -- I am not Messiah who we are 
anticipating".  Then he goes on to say that he is not the prophet, nor Elijah (1:19-25). 
  
Now in this final Old Covenant period, there is a great Messianic expectation in the air.  
There are hopes among the Jewish people, as well as Gentile converts, that Messiah will 
come any time.  That there will be a prophet sent like Moses from among the brothers, 
and that Elijah will come before the great Day of the LORD.  The two important Old 
Covenant Scriptures concerning this expectation were Deuteronomy 18 and Malachi 4.  
In addition to the Scriptural teaching there was a heightened Messianic awareness 
because of Rome's domination, as well as teachings, and movements of this time that 
emphasized the "nearness" of the coming of the Messianic King. 
  
Deuteronomy 18:15-18: "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers- it is to him you shall listen- 

16 
just as you 

desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 
'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.' 

17 
And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have 

spoken. 
18 

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. 
And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him." 
  
Malachi 4:4-6: 

4 
"Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules 

that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 

6 
And he will turn 

the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest 
I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction. 
  
The Old Covenant people were anticipating a prophet like Moses, one from among them 
(Deut. 18), as well as the sending of the Prophet Elijah before the day of Messiah (Mal. 



4).  John is being questioned by the "church authorities" of his day if he is Messiah, the 
Prophet, or Elijah.  What the Jews ultimately want to know is why is he preaching if they 
have not authorized his baptism for repentance.  If they have not authorized it, then who 
has? 
  
The Church UNDER the Word 
What is sad about the Jews sent to question him is that although they had authority as 
the early church teachers (Matt. 23:1-2- Jesus says that they have authority, but don't do 
what they do!), they have sadly ceased from being under the authority of the Word of 
God.  In fact, their own traditions and interpretations of the Word of God have been 
placed on the same level as Scripture.  Thus, when the last and final prophet of God, the 
Voice is sent to His Church, they don't recognized God's Word, God's prophet, and most 
of all, God's Messiah. 
  
How many churches, how many congregations have slowly slipped from submitting the 
authority of Scripture alone?  How many times do we each day fail to submit to 
Scripture's authority by living any way we please, and do what we want to do regardless 
of what we know Scripture to teach?  None of the people who were once legitimately the 
church of Jesus, ever just woke up one morning and decided not to believe, to become 
liberal in their theological thinking and to submit the Word of God to their own reasoning.  
It happened over time...they drifted (Hebrews 2:1-4). 
  
We must be diligent not to drift, but to always be checking our ministries, our messages, 
our motivations as we learn each day to once again sit under the authority and light of 
God's teaching, lest Jesus return one day and some churches and congregations don't 
even recognize him because he does not reveal himself in the manner that these 
churches and congregations have taught.  Somewhere over time, people drift out from 
under the authority of the Word, begin to come up with ideas of Jesus that are 
inconsistent with Scripture, and then create a Jesus of their own making.  Hebrews 2 
reminds us of the potential of "drifting" from sitting under the authority of God's Word: 
  
Hebrews 2:1-4: Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, lest we drift away from it. 

2 
For since the message declared by angels 

proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received a just 
retribution, 

3 
how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was 

declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 
4 
while 

God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of 
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  
  
When this happens, we become like the Jews who were sending their priest and Levite 
representatives to question John the Baptist (notice man sent these men to question 
John the Baptist, v. 19, but God sent John, v. 6).  When those who were once legitimately 
the people of God drift from under the authority of the Word, they cease to be who they 
are called to be and thus their so-called authority is voided, because the authority of 
God's people, His church, is always derived from Scripture alone. 
  
When this happens to men and women in churches and congregations around our world, 
and the people begin to care more for the Jesus of their own making, and depend upon 
the authority of their traditions and interpretations, and cannot hear the Word of God 
when it is preached, nor can they see the Word of God when he reveals himself, then 
these congregations can no longer claim any authority at all, because they are not 
authorized to speak anything but what is revealed in Holy Scripture.  This is the sad truth 
here in John 1:19-34.  Those who were in authority as the "teachers of Israel" (cf. John 
3:8-11), were so dependent upon the "word of God of their own making" that they could 
not hear the Word of God when he came in the spiritually dry wilderness to proclaim 
Messiah, as Isaiah prophesied he would do! 



  
May we all continue to be like the Bereans in Acts 17, being called noble because we 
submit to the Word of God!  May we learn truly to submit to our elders sent by God to 
preach the Word (Heb. 13; 1 Peter 5), and submit to one another out of reverence, as we 
learn together with all the saints what is the height, depth, length and breadth of the love 
of God in Christ Jesus (Eph. 3:18).  May we continue to learn from this sad incident in the 
final days of the Old Covenant.  Yes, there are some believers at this time (Anna and 
Simeon come to mind, as well as the other Jews who will become disciples, including 
John who wrote this gospel), but the majority of Israel's leadership has been corrupted 
because they have drifted out from under the authority of God's Word (there are 
exceptions as we shall see in Joseph of Arimethea and Nicodemus). 
  
John's Gospel is "Pro-Semitic" 
John's primary calling was to reveal Messiah to Israel (1:31).  Yet when even the Voice of 
God comes to Israel, "his own", the Jews do not receive him (cf. v. 11).  Now, let's talk 
about why John includes in his gospel the term "the Jews".  He uses this term first John 
1:19. These are the Jews who send the priests and Levites to question John.  Some have 
said that John's Gospel was anti-Semitic, but that cannot be true; John himself was a 
Jew as well as many of Jesus' disciples. 
 
  
John, the author of the Book of John, is a Jew, and he is using this term "the Jews" 
throughout his Gospel to point to two truths.  First, in his Gospel John will use this term to 
speak of those in Israel opposed to Jesus (cf. John 6:41; 8:33ff; 10:31; 13:33).  Secondly, 
John wants use the term "the Jews" to show how the Jews are not truly realizing the 
fulfillment of their heritage in believing in the Messiah.   
  
The true reason for being a Jew, the consummate fulfillment of their heritage, is to 
believe in Messiah.  When they reject their own heritage, John is pointing out to them the 
triviality of this earthly heritage, so that they might truly understand their heritage and 
hope fulfilled in Jesus.  So, John is extremely pro-Semitic, as all of us are who witness 
the precious gospel to our Jewish friends so that they might come to believe in the One 
Who has come to them, so that by God's grace, some would truly receive him and 
become true children of God and Abraham (John 1:11-13; Malachi 4; cf. John 8:44ff). 

 
 
Isaiah 40: The Vox Dei 
Finally, after John the Baptist tells the Jews WHO HE IS NOT, he tells them who he 
knows himself to be by God's authority and because God has sent him.  John says that 
he is the voice of God, the one sent by God to prepare the way of the LORD and the time 
of the end of all history, or the old creation (as well as the beginning of a new creation).  
He is the fulfillment of Isaiah 40: 
  
Isaiah 40:1-5: Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

2 
Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

3 
A voice cries: 

"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. 

4 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
5 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for 

the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
 
One thing we need to consider.  We can agree with John that he is not the Prophet 
spoken of by Moses for that is Jesus.  We know He is indeed not the Messiah, but what 
about the fact that John says He is not Elijah.  Jesus says he was the Elijah who was to 
come, revealed in Malachi 4.  How are we to understand this? 



  
The best way to understand this is that John the Baptist knew certain things about who 
he was and his significance in redemptive-history - -but not everything.  What he did not 
know was the extent and importance of his ministry.  Jesus tells us in another place 
found in Matthew 11 that John is indeed more important than he realized.  In fact, all of 
Jesus' disciples until he returns are more important than they realize when the preach the 
Kingdom of God and the whole counsel of God!  This should be an encouragement to us 
all as everyday we minister and serve in Jesus' name!  Don't ever say your life, your 
witness, your ministry is not important- - it is more important than you will ever realize! (cf. 
1 Cor. 15:58). 
 
Matthew 11:7-15: As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning 
John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 

8 

What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 
wear soft clothing are in kings' houses. 

9 
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10 

This is he of whom it is written, "' Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.' 

11 

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 

12 
From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 

suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 
13 

For all the Prophets and the 
Law prophesied until John, 

14 
and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is 

to come. 
15 

He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

Jesus clarifies the importance of John and he graciously recognizes John’s ministry to be 
more important than John realized at the time (“I’m not Elijah”, John the Baptist 
says…Jesus says: “Yes He is…He is too humble to realize it!”).  Jesus agrees that John 
is the voice of God crying in the wilderness, but he goes on to say there is no one greater 
born of women, yet those who are least in the Kingdom of Heaven is greater than he.  
Jesus then goes on to explain the uniqueness of John's ministry in v. 13.  He says: For all 
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John.  John was the last of the Old Covenant 
Prophets and the link or bridge to the New Covenant as looked at before. 

 
John’s Message 
Well, we have looked at John's ministry, but what about John's message.  John the 
Baptist's ministry was one under the authority of the Word and he was sent by God.  Only 
men under the authority of the Word and those who are truly sent by God are called by 
God to declare his good news.  That is most important to remember today.  The men and 
women who have raised themselves up as so-called prophets or preachers in any age, 
have not been under God's Word and have wreaked havoc in Christ's Church.  Why? 
Because the Word of God teaches that a person never ministers in his own name, raising 
himself up, or being called merely by men.  God calls men to preach, God sends men to 
declare his gospel, and those men submit to the authority of the Word of God, if they are 
legitimate.  [In fact, Ephesians 4:11ff teaches us that those sent by God in our own day 
are gifts of the resurrected and ascended Jesus!] 
  
John's message was “Behold the Lamb of God” (1:29).  John preached Christ which is 
still the call of ministers today!  To preach Christ and him crucified.  For Paul, he said 
although preaching is foolishness to Greeks and a stumbling block to the Jews, he was to 
preach Jesus Christ and him crucified for it IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO 
SALVATION (Rom. 1; 1 Cor. 1).  John preached a message about Jesus, not about 
himself.  He preached and focused his message on Christ who was revealed in the 
Scriptures. 
  
Who is the Lamb of God?  Well many Old Covenant images are conjured up with this 
declaration and preaching.  John the Baptist's imagery would have reminded the people 



of Father Abraham’s attempted sacrifice of Isaac and the provision of God for the 
sacrifice.  They would have remembered Isaiah 53: the Lamb led to the slaughter, as well 
as the many temple sacrifices that signified the need for a substitute and the wages of sin 
which is death.  Also, the Apostle John would have revealed more of this Lamb 
eventually in the Book of Revelation that he would write approximately 10 years after his 
gospel, and reveal Jesus as the victorious Lamb Who sits upon the throne. 

 
Christ-Centered Preaching 
John the Baptist preaches that this Lamb of God is the One "Who takes away the sin of 
the world".  Notice the comprehensiveness of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross (the world).  
The world means both Jews and Gentiles, for all of those who believe.  This preaching of 
the Lamb of God would have called men to recognize their own sin, and the need for a 
substitute in the Lamb.  What the Old Covenant sacrifices pointed forward to, Jesus was 
the perfect Lamb, the Perfect fulfillment and Final and Sufficient Sacrificial Lamb of God, 
who can and will take away, or bear the sins of those He loves, so that they might receive 
God's forgiveness! 

 
John's message reminds us all of the importance of a Christocentic (Christ-centered) 
ministry and life.  Our message of Jesus to our friends and family should always be 
pointing away from ourselves to Jesus and His grace and forgiveness.  Men will see our 
mistakes and our failures at times.  Sometimes we will be called "fakes" and "hypocrites" 
because we are not perfect.  But we must continually be showing forth the Lamb of God 
who takes away our sins and be humbled by this reality!   
  
Others who God has placed around us in our everyday life will never come to know his 
saving truth from merely our good behavior.  They will see that our good behavior is 
because our hearts have been gripped by this Lamb's goodness and grace and mercy, 
and so we shall point away from anything good (or bad!) that we do, to the Lamb of God 
who is our hope, as well as the hope of the world! 
 
Importance of Preaching 
We also need to learn from John's method of declaring his message and remember in 
our age the importance of preaching.  If we all had it our way, we would hire clowns, 
actors, and use PowerPoint Presentations to communicate the gospel of God's grace.  
We would build big and shiny buildings and ministries and cater to whatever the lost 
world would like to see and hear (2 Tim. 3:1-17- Paul says this is what we are all tempted 
to do).  We would have bright neon signs that say: "This IS IT!", and we would design our 
message as well as our worship so that it would be most pleasing to an entertainment 
culture! 
  
Preaching is always going to be foolishness to the world, according to 1 Cor. 1- - and it is 
often foolishness to God's own people!  Why, how can this be?  Ultimately, this is 
because they forget to submit to the authority of God's Word and to use the manner of 
ministering Jesus Christ only in the way that God has commanded and taught them to do 
in His most holy Word (we must be on our guard against this).  Only those who have true 
life, will see the light (1:5).  So, we should not bother about trying to make the ministry, 
the preaching of Jesus Christ attractive to the lost, only the true life found in Jesus will 
open their eyes so that they are not merely dazzled by downtown neon flashing lights, but 
are drawn to the preaching of the Word of God, as they submit their lives and their 
thinking to this Word! 
  
Remember as the people of God, is not too difficult for us to drift out from under the 
authority of the Word of God (Heb. 2:1-4).  As the hymn reminds us: "Prone to wander, 
Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the One I love!"  We must be reminded that as long as we 
are trying to make the gospel appealing by surveying the goats to get their input and 
advice on how to present to them the gospel in a way that would make them comfortable, 



we as sheep are slowly drifting- - out from the authority of God's Word- - and under the 
authority of popular culture!  Additionally, if we are denying the centrality of preaching the 
Word, we are also guilty of entertaining the goats while the sheep starve to death from a 
lack of hearing the Word of God declared, and from that Word hearing of the Christ week 
after week and how he truly saves!  A Word-Centered, Christ-Centered ministry is a God-
Centered and extremely powerful ministry regardless of what the world thinks! 

 
John’s Messiah 
We have considered John the Baptist's ministry and his message, now finally let's look at 
John the Baptist's Messiah.  John says He was "Before Me" (1:16; 30).  This is not about 
age, or preeminence in the community, or ministry, John was 6 months older and 
ministered before Jesus.  John’s comment is stressing Jesus’ eternal nature as we 
learned in John 1:1, 14, 18.  But notice something important, John the Baptist also points 
to Jesus' true humanity as one who can sympathize with sinners in their weakness, but 
without sin (1:30; cf. Heb. 2:14-18).  Jesus was God in the flesh (1:14), truly a man 
(1:30). 
  
 
John the Baptist's baptism was a baptism of repentance (cf. Matthew 3).  There were 
other baptisms at this time at the end of the Old Covenant.  The primary baptism in Israel 
was for Gentile converts who were making a profession of faith in Jehovah God and were 
committing themselves to the "visible Church" of God.  John's Baptism, like his 
ministry, was unique.  It was a baptism that went with his preaching of God's Word to the 
church and the world.  John's baptism prepared the world, that is, both Jews and Gentiles 
for the coming of Messiah. 
  
Now the Jews did not like this idea.  Many of them would not submit to John's baptism for 
repentance because it implied they were like "Gentile sinners" outside of the covenant.  
John was sent by God to proclaim repentance and a need for cleansing from sin that 
would be deeper than merely the surface or the sign.  The baptism John's baptism 
ultimately pointed toward was Jesus’ Baptism with Holy Spirit (1:33).  This is why John 
the Baptist says my baptism is important, but in light of Jesus' ministry, his baptism is 
much more important.  Jesus' baptism was of the Spirit, where hearts would be truly 
cleansed from sin, and men would be refined and purified so as to love God and neighbor 
and truly love! 
  
Jesus received God's baptism of wrath upon the cross as the Lamb of God who lays 
down his life and takes away the sin of the world.  Jesus does this so that he might take 
upon himself the curse that was due to us for our transgressions (Galatians 3:10-13).  
After Jesus propitiates God's wrath and takes away our sin, then we are given his 
righteousness by faith.  We are baptized by his Spirit, so that we will be partakers in the 
New Creation to come. 
  
Jesus is cursed and baptized in wrath, so we can be baptized by his Spirit.  His Spirit is 
the refiner's fire spoken of in Malachi 3, the "judgment that begins with the household of 
God" in 1 Peter 4:16ff, and the ultimate down payment or foretaste of all of the heavenly 
blessings to come!  Jesus baptizes all of us when we believe by his powerful Spirit so 
that we can know his grace and walk in love, thus loving God and neighbor and so 
fulfilling the Law! 
 
You will remember in the beginning of our study, we looked at the Apostle John's 
purpose in writing his gospel.  It is found in John 20:31.  The Scriptures say: “…but these 
[things] are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 



Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? Do you have life in his name?  
These are the most important questions you will ever ask yourself.  Jesus has been 
revealed as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world- -receive him by faith, 
and when you are united to Jesus and believe, you will receive the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:1-12).   
  
If you reject him, you have rejected your only hope for salvation and you will experience 
the awful reality of a full baptism of God's wrath on the Day when He returns for His own.  
On that day, He will separate the sheep from the goats (Matt. 25).  The sheep will come 
into his presence and experience life with God eternally, while the goats will be cast away 
into utter darkness, where the worms that eat their flesh will never die, and the torment of 
God's wrath will never cease.   
  
Be warned, repent and turn to Jesus Christ!  Realize that He is the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world! 
 
  
Soli Deo Gloria!  

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 



WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

NEW COVENANT "FIRST THINGS" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
 

 
Introduction 
In last week's study we learned of the ministry, message, manner and Messiah of John 
the Baptist from John 1:19-34.  We considered John the Baptist's ministry as he was 
closing the end of the Old Covenant (Matt. 11:1-15) and pointing forward to the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world, as the New Covenant is actually dawning in 
Jesus. 
  
This week's study is on New Covenant "First Things" as we reflect upon John 1:35-51.  
We will consider the "first things" that happen as the Apostle John records for us in his 
gospel the "decreasing of John, and the increasing of Jesus" (cf. John 3:30).  You could 
also say that these "first things" show the beginning of thinking about time in that there is 
the "decreasing of the Old Covenant way of doing things, and the increase of the New 
Covenant way taught by Jesus". 
  
[Interpretation Note: Remember from our verses today that it teaches us something 
about the relationship between the Old Covenant/Testament and the New 
Covenant/Testament.  There should always be a distinction between the two covenants 
or testaments, but never a separation or confusion.  Notice how John the Baptist is part 
of the Old Covenant/Testament as the last prophet, yet he passes the "revelational 
baton" on to his disciples, who then follow Jesus who is the ultimate fulfillment of all Old 
Covenant/Testament hope.  So, we learn that there should be a distinction between the 
two covenants/testaments but never a separation or confusion.  This will prevent 
overemphasizing Old Covenant/Testament ways of doing things that perhaps have 
passed away or been fulfilled in Jesus, while realizing that Jesus in the New 
Covenant/Testament is THE INTERPRETER (par excellence) of the Old (cf. Luke 24:24-
49; John 5:24ff).] 
  
First Things 
In today's study, we will look at these first things: (1) the first gospel preached in the New 
Covenant- -the Lamb of God is actually "with us"- - come and see; (2) the first disciples 
are replacing the 12 tribes of Israel and submitting to the Lamb's discipleship to follow 
him- - come and see; (3) the first Christology or the first realization of who Christ is by the 
Apostles- - come and see; and (4) the first self-revelation of Jesus- - come and see -- and 
"you ain't seen nothing yet!"- -greater things shall you see. 
  
In John 1:35-51 we have many “first things” that are taking place in the New Covenant.  
These first things, or priorities in our passage and context is that the Apostle John wants 
to establish the faithful witness of John the Baptist as well as God himself.  Then he 
wants to show how this faithful witness of Jesus was passed on by John the Baptist to 
Jesus’ first disciples (who include the Apostle John as well, he is just too humble to admit 
himself and is happy to stay in the shadows as it were). 
  
Let us first remind ourselves of the conversation of John the Baptist with the Jews in 
1:19-27.  Then there is the transition of 1:28-34, followed by verses 35-51 as John the 
Baptist begins to decrease in importance as Old Covenant prophet while some of the 
Jews come to believe in Jesus the New Covenant Rabbi and Final Prophet.  Remember 
that in John 1:19-34 John is questioned by the Jews concerning his identity.  He points 
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them to Jesus and they do not believe.  There is an agonizing “silence” as to their 
response (1:19-27). 
 
However, after John the Baptist has pointed Jesus to other Jews who have been listening 
to his teaching, they begin to believe and begin witnessing to their family and friends that 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (Rabbi, the King of Israel, 
the Son of God, the Son of Man, and many other titles). 
 
  
First New Covenant Gospel Message Preached (vv. 29-36): 
Old Covenant Lambs are Fulfilled and Replaced by THE Lamb of God...Come and 
See! 
Some hear the message and believe, some do not- -same with us today (compare the 
response of John the Baptist's disciples with the priests, Levites and Pharisees sent by 
the Jews from Jerusalem in 1:19-34).  Oftentimes we think we are failures with friends 
and family who do not believe, but we must remember God’s sovereignty in giving grace 
as we preach and live for Jesus and His gospel. 
 
We are called to witness/testify to the Jesus Who has come, we are not to worry about 
results.  Also, the Jews from Jerusalem have been God's visible "church" or authority for 
God's people under the Word.  However, over time they have drifted out from under the 
word and now cease to be God's authorized authority or visible Church.  When a 
congregation, or church altogether ceases to submit to God's authority in His Word, this 
congregation and church ceases to be God's authority on earth.   
  
We must remember that every congregation, every church is only effective, sent from 
God and with authority as it derives that authority from God's Word alone.  The early 
church, the Sanhedrin (made up of priests, scribes, Levites, Pharisees, and 
Sadducees), did not recognize John the Baptist or Jesus (John 1:11-13).  (You might say 
what Jesus will say to Nicodemus in John 3: "You are Israel's teachers and you don't 
know 'these things'?!") 

 
But to those who receive him, he have them authority (important!) to become children of 
God! (1:12-13).  Some of John the Baptist's disciples do believe and tell others about this 
Jesus!  What we see on the human level is a willingness to follow, a willingness to be a 
learner, or a disciple submitted to God's authoritative Word.  At this point, the disciples 
who begin to follow Jesus know a little about him, but they will learn so much more - -in 
fact, they will see so much more (1:51). 
 
First Disciples (vv. 37-51)- Old Covenant Israel's 12 Tribes being Fulfilled and 
Replaced by 12 Apostles...Come and See! 
With the passing of John the Baptist, the last of the Old Covenant prophets, we now have 
the beginning of the new as we are introduced to the New Israel, as Old Covenant Israel 
is being fulfilled.  As Israel had 12 tribes, they are now being replaced by the New 
Covenant Israel of 12 disciples. 

 
What are Disciples?  They are “learners”, or “followers” (lit.).  
  

Disciples are followers of Jesus who are learners, lovers, and livers 
  
Jesus invites the first disciples to "come and see" when they ask him "where are you 
staying?"  The Word John the Apostle uses for "staying" is the word for abide, remain, 
dwell, stay, etc.  The point John seems to be point us to is this.  Jesus says: “Come and 
See” (vv. 38-39) because they have asked Where are you 
staying/abiding/remaining/dwelling?  
  



Jesus does not answer this question, but seems to implicitly say through John the 
Apostle's writing that it doesn't matter WHERE (that’s not important), but WITH WHOM- -
those who are seeking and following him, and thus staying, remaining, or dwelling (cf. 
1:14)- Ridderbos…In other words, God is dwelling, abiding, remaining, or what we would 
say “staying” (in English), "chillin'" (in slang- I couldn't resist 'chillin' :-)>)  -- with man!  
God is indeed "with us"! 
  

Verses 38-39 are revealing about the fact that God is truly abiding, staying, 
remaining, dwelling with man and man is face to face as Jesus "exegetes" or 

teaches the disciples about the Father (cf. John 1:18; 5:24ff). 
  
This is the hope of all of the Old Covenant, that God would dwell with man.  Remember 
Genesis 28?  Jacob receives a revelation of God where he reminds him as the son of the 
promise to Father Abraham, that God will one day dwell with man.  Notice in these verses 
God's promise to dwell with Jacob/Israel, but also read carefully for a later application of 
these verses as well. 
  
Genesis 28:10-22: Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 

11 
And he came to 

a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to 
sleep. 

12 
And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and 

the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it! 

13 
And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the 

LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 

14 
Your offspring shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to 
the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed.  
  
15 

Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back 
to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 

16 

Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, and I 
did not know it." 

17 
And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is 

none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 
18 

So early in the 
morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 

19 
He called the name of that place Bethel, but 

the name of the city was Luz at the first.  
  
20 

Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 

21 
so that I come 

again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 
22 

and this 
stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you 
give me I will give a full tenth to you." 
  
In this passage in Genesis, we see in 28:15 that God says he is covenantally present, or 
with Jacob and will keep him.  Jesus is God in the flesh and he is now with his people as 
he promised to Jacob.  In fact, with the 12 disciples, we see Jesus as the Creator and 
Redeemer of the New Israel. 
 
So, you could say true disciples of Jesus are followers who are learners, lovers, 
and livers --  who dwell with God! What a great encouragement for us all.  We 
understand more of what John 1:14 was teaching in light of this passage: 
  
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 



He is “with us” (John 1:14) and thus there is no reason for fear of man preventing us from 
witnessing, nor any questions about why some believe our witness and some discount it– 
that is God’s concern, not ours! 

 
Witnessing the Lamb of God- In reach and Out reach! 
When we think of being disciples who are learners, lovers and livers who dwell with God, 
we often first think of outreach.  But I would encourage us first to think of in reach.  In 
reach is important for us as families and as congregations of Christ under the Word to be 
about building each other up, encouraging each other each day (Heb. 3:10ff; Eph. 4:29ff), 
as we reach in to one another with the gospel of grace.  Remember: the gospel is for 
Christians too! 
  
What is In reach (vv. 35-42)- Witness within our families, our congregations, being 
instruments of his grace to each other.  Notice how in John's Gospel, after Jesus has 
Andrew and the other disciple (the Apostle John) to dwell with him, Andrew immediately 
the next day reaches into his own family by witnessing to Peter.  One of the implications 
we can learn from this testimony in John, is that our family should be a priority in 
witnessing the Gospel message. 
  
Remember that with John the Baptist's ministry, it was one primarily of in reach.  
Reaching in to those in Israel who had ears to hear, would repent of their sins, be 
baptized, and prepare for Messiah who was among them and about to begin his ministry.  
Jesus' ministry to the disciples was for three years, and this was in reaching long before 
he sent them to outreach.  They were to be first learners, lovers, and livers from within.  
They were to learn of God's truth and get it right before they got it out; they were to learn 
to love one another as Christ loved them so that they could love their neighbor as 
themselves; and they were live as Jesus lived as they lived before the world. 
  
One of the great benefits of dwelling with Jesus and in His Word even today as his 
disciples is that we are captivated by His grace, love and mercy for us as his people.  We 
can as true disciples learn from him, love one another, live with and for one another, then 
overflow out of love for God as we outreach to the rest of the world!  When we have 
dwelled with Jesus under his Word, we get a true sense of His grace and goodness and 
we are compelled to share it with family, each other, and to reach out to the rest of the 
world. 
  
From In reach to Outreach (vv. 42ff) 
Then, notice in our passage, how after Peter is called, Jesus and the disciples go to 
Galilee and Jesus calls Philip.  This is outreach.  Philip is called, then Nathaniel- - then 
the outreach continues, at a wedding (chap. 2:1-11), to the Jews in Jerusalem (chap. 
2:12-25), then to Nicodemus who is "open" as a Teacher of Israel, then to a Samaritan 
woman (4:1-26, then to Galilee of the Gentiles (4:43ff).  You could say that Jesus sends 
his disciples later with the same pattern: "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

 
We need to get the gospel right on the “inside” before we can get the gospel out!  
“Getting it right before getting it out!”  Learning of the Christ; Loving one another; Living 
according to the truth…THEN getting it out! 
 
Conversionism or Decisionism 
In an age of conversionism and decisionism, this is important to remember "making 
disciples" and placing just as much emphasis on in reach as out reach.  These 
movements of conversionism or decisionism are zealous for converts and so-called 
“decisions for Jesus”.  They want to see congregations grow into the hundreds, 
thousands over night!  They use marketing techniques and think of effective 



salesmanship as they think about what their audience would like to hear (Paul in 2 
Timothy 3:1-12  knew this would happen because it was happening in his time as well).   
  
Conversionism and decisionism are perversions of the Reformation.  The Reformation 
taught that God made converts- -God converted people by His grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone (Eph. 2:1-10)- - Christians were called to make disciples (followers 
of Jesus who were learners, lovers and livers in a community under authority and 
accountability in the Word of God).  Yet a couple of hundred years later, influenced by 
democratic, good-old-fashioned, American ingenuity and individualism, men began to 
desire "to get people saved!"   
  
The emphasis shifted from God's sovereign grace to man's so-called sovereign decision 
in his own conversion.  This robs God of his glory and grace!  This eventually became the 
roots for heretic preachers who preached what they felt God had called them to preach 
that was inconsistent with the Church's confessions for two thousand years.  
Conversionism and Decisionism became the seed bed in the 19th century for Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Mormonism, Christian Science, and a host of other holy horrors that still to 
this day come to our door asking for a decision!  
  
This also influenced evangelicalism as we see so sadly today around us in our own 
circles.  People want numbers- -they want decisions, converts- -but where are Jesus' 
radically committed, blood-bought, Spirit-filled works of God's grace and creation- - 
 followers who are learners, lovers and livers!?  We are God's workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works which God prepared beforehand for us to do! [Read more 
in an excellent book: 'The Democratization of American Christianity' by Nathan Hatch]. 
  

When we are merely seeking converts or decisions "for Jesus" we are not being 
obedient as disciples! 

Jesus never calls us to make converts or decision, he calls us to make disciples!  
These disciples are then taught by the grace of God how to be learners, lovers and 

livers before they “GO!” and make more disciples. 
 
When Jesus teaches us all what has been called the “Great Commission” (Matt. 28:18-
20), he speaks to disciples who have learned from him for three years, loved with him 
and lived for him BEFORE he sends them out! [Note: This is not to say that a simple 
"come to Jesus" by a new Christian cannot be used by God for his glory.  It just means 
that our normal emphasis should be on discipleship for those who are awakened to the 
truth of God's love, rather than on merely counting them as another "fish we have caught" 
only to be sent out to get more fish.  The emphasis is on quality, that is, being someone 
who is growing and maturing, more than on quantity, just how many numbers you have 
on a given Sunday in a worship service]. 
 
Then there is Outreach (v. 37; v. 43; v. 45)- Response from effectual calling of the 
Spirit (2 Tim. 1:9)- Reaching out to others with the hope we have in Jesus. 
  

Remember: "Providential Placement for Proclamation"  
  
You have been placed in a certain place in the world with certain unique friends and 
contacts.  These are the ones you are to invite to "come and see".  These are the ones 
by God's grace you can tell (knowing Jesus is "with you" and dwelling with you by His 
Spirit so that you will not fear) that Jesus has come and that they can know him. 
  

Remember: "Don't Rationalize, but Relationalize".  
  
This means that you should remember that just because someone because of 
their outside appearance seems to be at odds with the gospel, this does not mean God 



has not begun a work in their hearts.  Don't say: "I don't think that person is ready to hear 
the gospel- - look at them, long hair, scruffy face, loves to party, has a face piercing that 
causes me to wince when I look at them!"  This may be a person who is ready to hear the 
gospel.   
  
The message and the results are God's!  He adds to his church daily those who are 
being saved- - we do not (Acts 2:41ff)- -we testify and witness to the reality of God with 
us.  So, don't rationalize, but relationalize.  Make a relationship with the strange people 
who you are surrounded by.  If you were honest with yourself, you were pretty strange 
yourself when you came to the gospel (and maybe you are still pretty strange, who 
knows?!). 
  
Remember, what Paul said to the Corinthians: "And such were some of you!" (1 Cor. 
6:11a).  Paul reminds us in his letter to the Corinthian church that his outreach by God's 
grace reached homosexuals, adulterers, thieves, drunkards, swindlers, idolaters, 
fornicators, witches and prostitutes- - most of us would not be seen with people like this, 
but then again, perhaps we don't know we are with people like this!  Don't rationalize, 
relationalize! 
  
People "like this" dress up in ties, nice shoes, fix their hair, put on dresses and high heals 
and surround us in our office place, the market place, and wherever else we find 
ourselves.  Remember: "such were some of you!"  No one is as they seem on the 
outside- -they have sin dwelling in their hearts causing them sometimes to display their 
sins outwardly so that all can see, while some are secretly keeping their sins private!  But 
all need the gospel!  Don't rationalize, relationalize! 
  
People want to know about why you live a certain way as learners, lovers, and livers of 
Jesus.  Think about how you can interpret for them God's grace in your life through the 
following: 
  
Your Life- Interpretation of Life.  When someone asks why or how you live the way you 
do as a disciple of Jesus, interpret for them the reality of God's grace- -tell them to "come 
and see" what Christ can do in their lives! With Blessings- Interpretation of Blessings.  
Whatever blessings or difficulties you've been given by God, when you are asked how 
you managed by God's grace, interpret for them from where your strength comes!  With 
Deeds- Interpretation of Deeds.  When you do something nice for a neighbor or friend, 
visit them when they are sick, bake some cake or Carmella's famous baked ziti, tell them 
why you do what you do.  Interpret for them God's grace and work in your heart.  When 
Jesus did signs, he always interpreted them for the people to understand who God is.  
When we witness and outreach, may we interpret for others from where this grace comes 
-- we invite them to "come and see".  All of our outreach in a normal day is witnessing to 
the reality of WHO JESUS IS! 

 
“So, you’ve made a mess of your witness…” There is grace for today! 

  
Some of you are reading this and thinking: "I used to have a good witness for Christ, but 
I've blown it!"  Well, apologize to those you have offended and interpret that for them.  Let 
them know that you want forgiveness because you have been shown mercy and been 
forgiven by Jesus.  If you have acted inconsistently, join the club, you're a bigger sinner 
than you realize (I had a friend who used to say in a characteristically "Luther-like" way: 
"Smile.  You're a bigger sinner than you realize!").  
  
What this means is that we all blow it, we all fall short as Christians.  We are saved, but 
still sinful, therefore that should cause us humility and more love, and that we can 
interpret for others as well!  If others see the grace that we have because of Christ alone, 
then perhaps they would realize that it is not works, or their own working for perfection 



and approval that will cause them to be accepted by God.  If you have blown it, turn to 
Jesus for help and grace, then extend that help and grace to others.  You are not inviting 
people to see you, you are inviting them to see Jesus through you- - you are inviting them 
to "come and see" Jesus! 

 
 
First “Christology”, or “exegesis” of Who Jesus is- Old Covenant Promises are 
Fulfilled and Replaced by Jesus...Come and See! 
These are merely the first understanding of the disciples of Jesus in this passage, but it is 
a very good start.  Notice how all of the Old Covenant promises of the Person, or the One 
(the Matrix has misused this term "the One" so now more think of Neo than Jesus, but I 
will use it anyway) who was to come in the last days to save Israel from sin.  Jesus is 
called by the first disciples the following titles, but they will come to learn much more as 
they follow him, learning, loving and living! 
  
The Lamb of God (v.35) 
Rabbi-Teacher (v. 38) 
Messiah-Christ (v. 41) 
The One Who Moses and the Prophets Wrote Concerning (v. 45) (cf. Luke 24:24-49) 
Jesus of Nazareth, Son of Joseph (v. 45) 
Son of God (v. 49) 
King of Israel (v. 49) 

 
First Self-Revelation of Jesus- God's Final Word of Revelation Begins in 
Jesus...Come and See! 
Jesus calls Nathaniel when he meets him an Israelite ‘Indeed’ (or a “true one”).  This is 
an allusion to Jacob and the “first family” of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, truly Israel 
compared to merely “the Jews” who do not believe (1:19). 
  
Notice how Jesus knew him before he followed him- -important for evangelism- - we are 
known by God before we know God (Galatians 4:9).  It is important to remember that 
when in reaching as well as out reaching! 
  
Jesus says basically, "You ain't seen nothing yet!"  You shall see me as the great 
LADDER between heaven and earth.  Remember in the Genesis 28 passage we read 
earlier that God promised to be with Israel.  Now this passage draws again from Genesis 
28.  Jacob in Genesis 28 saw a ladder with angels descending and ascending on it (or 
him according to the translation).  This was a gate, an opening into heaven itself where 
God lives!  Jacob called the place "Bethel" meaning "House of God". 
  
Many times we have heard or sung the spiritual: "Climbing Jacob's ladder".  But we 
should never sing this song again!  NO man has ever climbed Jacob's ladder!  The only 
time man ever wanted or desired to climb a ladder up to God was to dethrone him in 
Genesis 10-11 at the Tower of Babel!  Man does not seek after God to know him. 
  
Rather, God comes down the ladder- -he has come to dwell "with us"- - come and see!  
Jesus is the Ladder; Jesus is the connecting point between heaven and earth (in the Old 
Covenant there are altars, stones, tabernacles and temples that were, if you will, points 
on earth where heaven had broken through- -a place where 2 dimensions of time and 
space came together).   
  
In Jesus, he is that Ladder, the mediator between the earth of man and the heaven of 
God, because he is the Man who is God and able to bridge the two in himself.  Jesus 
comes down so that whoever believes would never perish, but have everlasting life! 

 



Jesus tells Nathaniel and the rest of the group: “Greater things” are coming.  There will 
be more signs that have yet to come (that will begin in the next chapter- - chapter 2 next 
week). 

 
John 20:31 says: “…but these [things] are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” 
 
Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God?  Do you have life in his name? 
 
Believe upon this Jesus John reveals by the Holy Spirit to us- -believe him every day- - 
He is your life and your only hope for salvation with God! 
 
Remember when we partake in the Lord’s Supper as the people of God, what is chiefly 
part of our in reach to one another as Jesus’ disciples.  It is also out reach, for others 
observing it by faith can “come and see” and hopefully believe.  In the Lord's Supper, 
Jesus shows forth his body and blood that was "for us" because he is "with us" and 
communicates his grace to us by faith- - come and see! 
 

 
Soli Deo Gloria!  
   
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, Commentary on John's Gospel  

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
"WINE, WHIPS, AND WHAT IS WITHIN A MAN"- PART I 

JOHN 2- "WINE OF JOY" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
 

 
Introduction 
 Today's study will be from John chapter 2, focusing on verses 1-11.  This is the wedding 
feast that is taking place at Cana in Galilee and Jesus and his disciples have been invited 
to attend.  This is the occasion of Jesus' first sign/miracle after he tells his disciples that 
"greater things you shall see" (1:50-51).  Jesus is now beginning to reveal the glory of the 
Father to those who have eyes to see and believe (2:11).  Let us first read the text, then 
we will focus on the meaning and the message of these verses.   
  
This portion of Scripture has been allegorically or unnecessarily spiritualized quite often 
in the history of the Church.  The important thing to remember about interpreting John 
2:1-11 is to keep our eyes on John's purpose in writing (John 20:31- "so that you might 
believe and have life"), and at the same time focusing on how the Person of Jesus Christ 
is revealed, as well as the actual SIGN-ificance of the sign/miracles itself.   
  
We should be careful not to become overly bogged down with the wedding itself because 
it is the backdrop, the background, or location for the sign, although it is specifically 
chosen by Jesus as the first place for his sign and therefore does have some significance 
for understanding the SIGN-ificance of the sign of Jesus' changing water into wine.  Yet, I 
believe the priority of the text is on the sign itself in the water changing to wine. 
  
John 2:1-11 
2:1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of 
Jesus was there. 

2 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples.  

 
3 
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." 

4 

And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has 
not yet come." 

5 
His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you."  

 
6 
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 
Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with 

water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 

And he said to them, "Now draw some 
out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it. 

9 
When the master of the 

feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 

10 
and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now."  
 
11 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. 
And his disciples believed in him. 

12 
After this he went down to Capernaum, with 

his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few 
days.  
  
In our passage today, we will consider the following outline as a help for what occurs at 
the wedding feast in Cana of Galilee: 
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1.  Transition from the Old Covenant way of doing things to the New way fulfilled and 
replaced in Jesus.  We can say here that “the new has come (in Jesus)…the old has 
passed away!” (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17). 

 
2. Transforming New Creation power in the presence of Jesus through his sign of 
turning water to wine.  We see the transforming power of the New Creation in our 
lives even today, just as Jesus changed the water into wine, he changes us by the power 
of his transforming Spirit (2 Cor. 5:17: “The old things have passed away!”). 

 
3. Transfer of end-times blessings of abundant wine flowing to God’s people to the 
present. What was expected at the end of time by the Prophets is dawning NOW in the 
Person of Jesus.  We today see the transfer of end-times blessings of joy to us by His 
Spirit as Jesus sustains us by his Holy Joy because He has poured out his love on us by 
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:3-5)! 

 
4. Translation of sign which is to show forth and reveal God’s glory to those who have 
eyes to “SEE” in Jesus revealed in a little ‘ol town called Cana in Galilee.  Jesus is 
revealing his glory even here although his time has not fully come to reveal his glory 
(John 17:1-5). 
  
 
What are signs in John?  What is their purpose?  
Let us first understand how the Apostle John uses signs in his gospel.  Simply put, the 
signs Jesus does before the crowd is not so he can "amaze him with his magic" as a 
clown might do at another celebration like this.  Rather, the signs of Jesus are to point to 
something greater.  For instance, when you see a sign that says “Disney World” at the 
side of the road, you don’t get out of your car and stand in line for the roller coaster! Do 
you?!  Well, don’t!  Rather, the sign points to something greater. 
 
It is an outward manifestation of God’s presence with us!  Jesus’ signs reveals his “God-
ness”, His divinity, His power that only the Creator and Redeemer could or would have!  
Signs point to the reality, they are not the reality themselves! 
 
The sign here of the wine points to the greater reality that God's abundant grace and joy 
is breaking into this present age in order to bring eschatological gifts and blessings to the 
people of God.   
  
A Wedding with No Wine: "What! No Wine? What Kind of Wedding Feast is This 
Anyway?!" 
This occasion of the wedding feast was a Messianic Moment, or omnipotent opportunity 
for Jesus’ first sign.  Weddings are joyous celebrations and occasions.  Everyone loves a 
beautiful wedding, where two are gathered before God and man to be united in holy 
matrimony (a creation ordinance).  We especially like a wedding with lots of food, drink, 
fellowship and dancing- -it is a joyous occasion for all, but especially for the bride and 
groom.  As many brides and grooms are informed by "Aunt Lilly" as she pinches your 
cheeks: "This the first day of the rest of your lives together!" 
  
All weddings are new days, new beginnings for the bride and the groom.  This wedding in 
Cana of Galilee is like that, but rather than merely be a new day for the bride and the 
groom, this is the new day when Jesus, God in flesh, begins to show forth and reveal his 
glory through signs.  This wedding is not merely a new day for the bride and groom, but a 
new day for all- - the beginning of a new creation, a new testament, a fulfillment and 
replacement of the Old that is now passing away.  We see the more of the transition of 
the Old Covenant to the New that the Apostle John wants us to understand. 
  



However, this new day for the bride and groom was about to be destroyed.  All of the joy 
and the festivities were about to come to a screeching halt when someone realizes that 
all the wine has been consumed by those at the party!  May it never be! 
  
Now understand that wedding feasts such as this one lasted for days and it was the 
responsibility of the bridegroom's family to take care of the food and wine at the feast.  If 
this was not done successfully and properly it could have meant the shame of the family 
in this culture, but it could have also resulted in a lawsuit against the bridegroom's family 
from the bride's family.  This could literally have caused a division in the two families.  
This is a very serious matter.  This is the context that John is communicating concerning 
the wedding. 
 
"Here Comes the Bride..." 
It is SIGN-ificant that Jesus was at a wedding when he showed forth his first sign 
(although as I said in the beginning, we don't want to unnecessarily spiritualize certain 
things, we can draw implications from this).  What can we learn about the imagery of 
weddings and marriage in Scripture?  Weddings are part of both the Old and the New 
Covenant time periods, but will not be necessary when the time will come for the 
restoration, or regeneration of all things (Matt. 19).  Weddings and wedding feasts are 
also symbolic in the Old and New Covenants as descriptions between God and His 
People, Christ and His Bride.  Jesus honors the guest with his presence as well as with 
his gifts at this special banquet. 
 
  
ESV 

Isaiah 62:1-5: For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I 
will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her 
salvation as a burning torch. 

2 
The nations shall see your righteousness, and all 

the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 
LORD will give. 

3 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a 

royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
4 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, 

and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My Delight 
Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall 
be married. 

5 
For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons 

marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God 
rejoice over you. 
 
Mark 2:19-22: And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating 
with sinners and tax collectors, said to his disciples, "Why does he eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?" 

17 
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who 

are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners." 

18 
Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. 

And people came and said to him, "Why do John's disciples and the disciples of 
the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?" 

19 
And Jesus said to them, "Can 

the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have 
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 

20 
The days will come when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day.  
  
Wedding imagery also reminds us of the wedding feast of the Lamb that will come when 
the Bride of Christ is united eternally with the Bridegroom full of grace and truth! 
  
ESV 

Revelation 19:1-9: After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong 
to our God, 

2
 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 

prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the 
blood of his servants." 

3
 Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from 

her goes up forever and ever." 
4
 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 



creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, 
"Amen. Hallelujah!" 

5
 And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, 

all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great." 
6
 Then I heard what 

seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 

7
 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8
 it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"- for the fine linen is 
the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9
 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed 

are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, 
"These are the true words of God."  
  
People have over-spiritualized these verses, and in response to this we need to 
emphasize the physical as well!  Let us appreciate the spiritual truths the Apostle John 
reveals by focusing as best as possible on John’s purpose, but let us also “physicalize” 
and appreciate God’s true presence in the flesh, showing forth his glory in the making 
water into wine!  What I am saying is that although the wedding feast is important, it is 
kept in the background during the entire passage in order to focus our attention on the 
Person and Work of Jesus Christ and what He is actually doing and communicating by 
this first sign. 
 
I believe the main focus in  these verses is the wine and what it represents in 
Jesus’ sign, as well as the meaning of the hour that Jesus informs his mother Mary 
about.   
 
Wine Imagery In Scripture 
Abundant wine symbolized abundant joy to the Israelites.  Abundant wine meant joyous 
occasions, reason to feast and celebrate (abundant wine doesn't imply a drunken party, it 
implies a big, crowded, festive occasion, or party)!  Like when we see baubles, bangles 
and bells at Christmas, or decorations hanging with evergreen wreathes and bright red, 
we think of joy, celebration, feasting. 
 
Jesus will produce what was desperately needed at this joyous wedding (that was about 
to become an extremely dour occasion), and he will show forth his glory in this first 
miracle so that those who have eyes to see might see that the end times, the last days, 
the beginning of the New Creation is dawning!  What was expected by the Prophets as 
something to occur on the Last Day, Jesus is causing to occur in the beginning of the 
Last Days, because these Last Days begin with Jesus' work, then continue into the Day 
of Pentecost, the giving of His Spirit, on up to this very day.  Jesus is transferring end 
times blessings to the present in this sign. 
 
 
No Wine Until it is Time 
Yet, before Jesus does this miracle, his mother Mary informs him of the situation, and he 
has to remind him that he is on a different time-table, or clock or expectation than she is 
on.  He will also communicate something else we want to notice with regard to his 
mother.  So, what does Jesus mean when he says "My hour has not yet come?" 
  
In the 70s and 80s, after Orson Welles had been all but forgotten as the great movie 
director/auteur that he was, he took a gig working on 'Paul Masson Wine' commercials 
(well, he was hungry I imagine -- poor guy didn't even direct the commercial).  Well, in 
this wine commercial, Orson Welles makes it known that at Paul Masson Winery, they 
will sell no wine until it is time.  Thus, the focus was on the long process of farming, 
growing, picking, smashing, fermenting, until it was time to bottle it into the wine 
container.   
  



Similarly, Jesus is saying against his mother Mary's request to make some wine, that he 
cannot do what he wants to do on his own schedule, but must remember he is on a 
Messianic Mission to save His people and to perform signs only at the right time.  His 
period from his birth, baptism, to the beginning of his ministry was governed by the 
Sovereignty of God and His plan to save a people.  He could do no miracle until it was 
time.  As the vinedresser or farmer waits for the time to pick the grapes in order to make 
wine, so Jesus must wait on the Father in his Messianic Mission for the precise time. 
 
“Hour” in John (2:4) 
Because John records the words Jesus used to tell his mother as "hour" or "time", we 
should understand the Apostle John's use of time.  What does he mean by "my hour" or 
"my time"?  What should be understood about John’s thinking as he is writing his gospel 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is that the “time” that was spoken of in the Old 
Covenant concerning the last days, the final days, the hour, the end times generally were 
breaking in with the coming of Jesus (in what Paul calls the “fullness of the times”- Gal. 
4:4).  Here are the uses of the words "hour" or "time" in John's Gospel.   
  
Notice the use of "NOW-Time" as well as "NOT YET-Time": 
 
 
John 2:4 And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour 
has not yet come." 
 
John 4:21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 
 
John 4:23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. 
 
John 5:25 "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 
 
John 5:28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs 
will hear his voice 
 
John 7:30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because 
his hour had not yet come. 
 
John 8:20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 
 
John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified." 
  
Eschatological Time 
Let us consider Jesus' "hour" or "time" first with regard to the general eschatological 
teaching of John and the other New Covenant writers of Scripture, then look at the "hour" 
or "time" of Jesus' mission more specifically as it has to do with his life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension and the sending forth of His Spirit to His people. 
  
Eschatology is the study of the “end times”, but not as we often think in popular circles.  
Eschatology is about the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom in the incarnation and sending of 
the Spirit of the New Creation/ New Age/ New Covenant.   
 



When we use ‘eschatology’ we must understand it has more to do with the limited context 
of our own future here in the 20

th
 century.  Rather, eschatology encompasses all of God’s 

saving historical activity of his people since the Garden of Eden in Gen. 3:15 and how it 
works out or is being fulfilled in real space and time history (thus the reason why it is 
often called "redemptive-history", or "salvation history", or "heilsgeschichte" for those who 
want a new big word).  In other words, eschatology should be viewed from the 
perspective of the first promise of the gospel into the future (which is the past, present 
and the future), as it is coming to fulfillment ultimately in Christ. 
 
When Jesus comes, there is the final chapter if you will of this saving history 
("redemptive-history"), for the final prophet, priest and king has come.  This is the One 
who was promised to come in the last days.  The “last days” are longer than anyone 
realized and they are dawning in the ministry of Jesus extending to this very day.  Other 
people have understood this eschatological time in the phrase "Already, Not Yet".  This 
means that many things concerning the last days are already happening in Jesus 
(abundant wine of blessing at wedding feast, giving of the Holy Spirit), but much is "not 
yet", or yet to come (abundant wine of blessing at wedding feast of the Lamb when all 
has been renewed, and the full dwelling with God in His presence for eternity).   
  
Eschatology is about two worlds, two ages, a new creation and an old creation 
overlapping one another.  You see when Jesus came the New Covenant, New Creation 
was dawning IN the old creation, and the Old Covenant as well as the old order of things 
began to pass away.  On the LAST and final DAY of Christ's return, he will finish this.  
The New Creation will be fully realized (Rev. 19-22), and the Old Creation will be ended 
permanently (no more sin, sickness, death, and the Devil). 
 
What’s going on with Christians today? How can we practically understand John's 
"eschatological time"?  Well, as Christians, we are like astronauts preparing to go to 
another world, say the moon or another planet.  Astronauts prepare by living here as if 
they are living there.  They do certain things in preparation for the other world.  Jesus has 
sent forth the Spirit of God, literally the Spirit of the New Creation to transform us, make 
us new, prepare us for another place.  We go through rigorous training like the 
astronauts, as we prepare here to go there.  We live as if we will always be here, 
influencing thinking, culture, politics, but we truly are preparing to live somewhere else. 
 
Jesus has gone ahead of us “as it were” to the other world (the New Creation).  He sends 
forth the Spirit of God to train and teach us now.   
  
More specifically, in light of our general understanding of eschatological time, Jesus’ 
‘hour’ or 'time' points ultimately to his glorification (John 17), but his glorification 
encompasses the whole of his ministry, and climaxes, or comes to ultimate fulfillment in 
his death and resurrection because his death secures our entry into the other world- - the 
New Creation. 
 
That is why he can say the 'hour' or 'time' is coming (on the LAST DAY when he returns 
for us to go to the other world, or to be in his presence) and the 'hour' or 'time' is NOW as 
we live by His Spirit for him.  Jesus is telling Mary that his time of glorification is not yet, 
but it is beginning here as he turns water into wine in a glorious sign of the Last Days! 
 
From Mother of Christ to Disciple of Christ 
 
What are we to make of Jesus' response to his mother as she tells him to make wine and 
he says "What does that have to do with me?"  The implication is that Mary his special 
mother and part of the ministry God favored her with, must now go from self-assertion 
to submission to Jesus' will!   
  



Mary’s ministry as mother is now ending and she is to become his obedient disciple 
(another important transition in John).  Mary is going from being mother to being his 
disciple.  This was already gently communicated to her earlier in Jesus' life by Simeon: "A 
sword will pierce your own heart", as well as when Jesus was found in the temple with 
the elders and wise men rather than following his parents back home to Nazareth.  Jesus 
said to them: "Didn't you know that I had to be in my Father's house?"  Mary's new 
position as disciple is actually greater than that as mother (cf. Matthew 11:1-14- "those 
who do the will of my Father are greater than John the Baptist!"). 
 
Jesus has a different time-table than we do.  As His disciples, we must wait upon the 
Lord’s good timing.  David said: “Wait upon the LORD, be of good courage and he shall 
strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, upon the LORD.” 
 
Jesus’ Messianic Mission is from God and is to be directed from God and by God and not 
allow others to interfere in his mission to save those who believe.  There is only one 
Mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus—not Mary.  Mary cannot even 
appeal to the sacred heart of Jesus in the flesh, she surely cannot do so now He is 
glorified! 
 

The Wine of God’s Good Grace Overflowing Abundantly for His People 
6 
Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 

holding twenty or thirty gallons. 
7 
Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with 

water." And they filled them up to the brim. 
8 

And he said to them, "Now draw some 
out and take it to the master of the feast." So they took it. 

9 
When the master of the 

feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called 
the bridegroom 

10 
and said to him, "Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 

people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine 
until now."  
  
A culture of technology, a microwave-mentality and immediate-urgency culture will 
not fully appreciate this miracle- - we can change water to wine today – but this is an 
agricultural community.  These people knew how long the grapes must grow, how the soil 
had to be just right, the temperature just right, the right amount of rain to come from 
heaven, the right time of picking, crushing and then a time of fermentation – this was a 
long, drawn out process, but Jesus provides perfect wine in a moment’s notice. 
 
 
Wine symbolized God’s continuous, day-by-day care through the process of 
making this drink in a culture where water was scarce.  When wine came to the 
mind of an Israelite it was something that was joyous, making the heart merry, 
something for festive occasions, but a provision for everyday, a food, a richness 
that symbolized God’s eternal city and the feast that was to come in the New 
Heavens and the New Earth.   
  
Notice this in the following Scriptures: 
ESV 

Psalm 104:14 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man 
to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from the earth 

15
 and wine to gladden the 

heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen man's heart. 
 

ESV 
Genesis 27:28 May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the fatness of the 

earth and plenty of grain and wine. 
 

ESV 
Jeremiah 48:33 Gladness and joy have been taken away from the fruitful land of 

Moab; I have made the wine cease from the winepresses; no one treads them with 
shouts of joy; the shouting is not the shout of joy. 



 
ESV 

Joel 2:24 "The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with 
wine and oil. 
  
Moses’ first miracles was changing water to blood in Exodus in order to bring a curse on 
Egypt; Jesus’ the One who brings fullness of grace and truth (1:18), turns water into 
wine in order to bring blessing to His people. [Ridderbos- Theology of John].  Here we 
see the transfer of end times, or last days blessings to the present in the Person of 
Jesus Christ.  Another Old Testament scholar named Richard Crashaw wrote: “the water 
recognized its Creator and blushed.” 
 
Notice the following Old Testament passages on the abundance of wine and how this 
signified God's blessing and ultimate picture of His dwelling with his people.  The context 
of these Scriptures are prophetic pronouncements of what the future eschatological 
blessings will be like (see above for eschatological time)!  The scriptures are found 
in Joel 3:18; Amos 9:13, 14; Jeremiah 31:12: 
 
Joel 3:15 The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. 

16 

The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and 
the earth quake. But the LORD is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to the people of 
Israel. 

17 
"So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who dwells in Zion, my holy 

mountain. And Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall never again pass through it. 
18 

"And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and the hills shall flow with 
milk, and all the streambeds of Judah shall flow with water; and a fountain shall come 
forth from the house of the LORD and water the Valley of Shittim. 
 
Amos 9:11 "In that day I will raise up the booth of David that is fallen and repair its 
breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, 

12 
that they may 

possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by my name," declares 
the LORD who does this. 

13 
"Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when 

the plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the seed; 
the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it. 

14 
I will 

restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink their wine, and they shall make gardens 
and eat their fruit. 

15 
I will plant them on their land, and they shall never again be uprooted 

out of the land that I have given them," says the LORD your God. 
 
Jeremiah 31:12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be 
radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and 
over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a watered garden, 
and they shall languish no more. 
 
Over 120-150 gallons of water turned into wine!  Greater things than this will you see! 
  
 
Jesus' Glory 
11 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And 
his disciples believed in him. 

12 
After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother 

and his brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.  
 
Jesus revealed his glory, and his disciples believed him.  What was carved into the 
hearts of the disciples was the joyous day of celebration and feasting when God would 
permanently dwell with man!  This day would be a day of celebration, feasting, full of joy 
and blessing!  It was to be a Day like no other, when they shall sit at the table with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven, taking part in God's feast and in 
the abundance of wine and milk that he has so graciously and abundantly provided! 



  
This day had dawned, this day had begun in Jesus Christ.  This new day was not only a 
new day for the wedding couple at the feast, this was a new day for all who believed!  It is 
important to note that the disciples placed their faith "in HIM".  They believed Jesus was 
the One who "exegetes" or makes the Father known (1:18) and that the banquet, the 
feast, the celebration had begun! 
  
However, as they grow and understand their Lord as learners, lovers and livers (see last 
week's study on John 1:35-51), they realized that they were getting a foretaste of Jesus' 
glory while he was with them in the flesh, but that one day he would have to leave them 
(John 14-16 that we will do in a few weeks, Lord willing).  He would say that the time to 
mourn is now, but that the joy that he would give them in the Holy Spirit would be 
abundant and provide what they needed until He returned for them, and all who believe, 
on the Last and Final Day. 
  
The same transforming power of Jesus that changed water into wine also changes us 
into new creations!  He comes into our hearts by His Spirit and regenerates us and 
renews us and fills us with His Holy Spirit so that we will be like him!  What a transforming 
power we see each day as we begin to more and more awaken to the reality of the new 
creation of which we are a part and we are filled with the joy of Christ's Spirit! 
  
The Holy Spirit has been given to God's people in abundance as the joy that is beyond 
measure!  In this world characterized by sin and misery, we do experience tribulation and 
suffering, but we are to be of good cheer, for Jesus has overcome the world.  Jesus gives 
abundantly what we need to provide eschatological joy for our journey to the New 
Heavens and the New Earth, and so that each and every day, despite our troubles and 
the difficulties in which we go through, we can know that his joy is our strength! 
 
The purpose of John's Gospel is in John 20:31.  It says: “These things are written so that 
you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, and that by believing you may have life in His 
name.” 
 
Do you believe? Do you have life? Do you see? Do you have the eschatological joy of 
eternal life in the Spirit? 
 
Blessed is he who believes and is invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb!  Read the 
parable below on the great wedding feast that is to come!  Jesus has provided those who 
believe a wedding garment to cover our unrighteousness! 
 
 
ESV 

Matthew 22:1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 
2
 "The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, 
3
 and sent his 

servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
4
 

Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.' 

5
 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business, 
6
 while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, 

and killed them. 
7
 The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 

murderers and burned their city. 
8
 Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is 

ready, but those invited were not worthy. 
9
 Go therefore to the main roads and invite to 

the wedding feast as many as you find.' 
10

 And those servants went out into the roads 
and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled 
with guests. 

11
 "But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 

had no wedding garment. 
12

 And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without 
a wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 

13
 Then the king said to the attendants, 



'Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

14
 For many are called, but few are chosen." 

 
So, what did we learn and see in Jesus' first sign in John 2:1-11?  We saw the following: 
 
1. A Transition from the Old Covenant way of doing things to the New way fulfilled and 
replaced in Jesus. 
 
2. A Transforming New Creation power in the presence of Jesus through his sign of 
turning water to wine. 
 
3. Transfer of end-times blessings of abundant wine flowing to God’s people to the 
present. 
 
4. Translation of sign which is to show forth and reveal God’s glory to those who have 
eyes to “SEE” in Jesus revealed in a little ‘ol town called Cana in Galilee. 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 

  



 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

 
"WINE, WHIPS, AND WHAT IS WITHIN A MAN"- PART II 

JOHN 2:13-25: "GOD'S TEMPLE-HOUSE" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
Introduction 
 
Our study today is from John chapter 2:13-25.  Last week we learned the importance of 
understanding the first sign of Jesus turning water into wine as a transition from the Old 
to New Covenant, revealing the transforming power of the New Creation, as well as the 
transfer of end times blessings to the present in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  
We looked at John 2:1-11 and began to consider the signs that Jesus does for us which 
John records so that we might believe and in his name have life eternal (John 20:31). 
  
We will look at the temple and worship of God and how Jesus brings new light and New 
Covenant understanding to his people as the glory of God fills the temple of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ, then passes out of the temple to focus the people's worship on 
himself.  The old is passing away....behold, the new has come! 
  
What is the important about someone's presence?  Well, what makes a haunted house 
"haunted"? What makes a lonely night at home "lonely"?  Well, in both cases, the house 
is without someone else's presence.  With regard to the haunted house, there is no one 
familiar occupying space (or is there!!??).  Occupying space is important for us as time-
space people.  A mere building, an external structure with "no one home" is cold, 
impersonal, and without appeal to us no matter how beautiful it is on the outside.  How 
many large exquisite mansions with manicured lawns and pools are full of lonely hearted 
people wishing that they had someone's presence to make their lives better!  A lonely 
evening is lonely because there is no one special at home or in our presence. 
  
Presence is important to us as relational beings!  Especially when it comes to our 
relationship with God and His presence with us.  God's presence keeps us from fear and 
the unknown.  God's presence reminds us of his faithfulness to dwell with his people 
permanently which was his covenantal promise all through redemptive history!  God's 
presence was made known to his people in different ways, but ultimately and 
consummately God reveals his Immanuel-Presence "with us" in the Person of Jesus 
Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.   
  

The Immanuel-Presence creates true worship and service from our hearts.  It 
prevents us, because of His grace, from merely going through the external motions 

and emotions, but helps us to seek him with all of our heart! 
  
He will never leave us nor forsake us because He has determined to be with those who 
believe!  Let us read our passage from John 2:13-25 as we consider in more detail God's 
presence among his people in Jesus Christ and the lack of belief when God himself 
comes in the flesh! 
  
John 2:13-25 
ESV 

John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

14 
In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 

pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 
15 

And making a whip of cords, he 
drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the 
coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 

16 
And he told those who 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


sold the pigeons, "Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a 
house of trade." 

17 
His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your 

house will consume me." 
18 

So the Jews said to him, "What sign do you show us 
for doing these things?" 

19 
Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up." 
20 

The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 

21 
But he was speaking 

about the temple of his body. 
22 

When therefore he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and 
the word that Jesus had spoken. 

23 
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
24 

But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 

and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in 
man. 
  
 
Redeemed for Worship and Service 
True and real religion comes from the heart!  It comes from a heart captured by God’s 
grace and presence, and then externally manifests itself in one's life, thanksgiving, 
service, and worship.  The people of God have always been called and redeemed by 
God to worship him.  God redeems a people in order to glorify Himself and to magnify His 
glory as He is present among a people.  In fact, from the time of the Exodus with Moses, 
the main goal or intent of God's redemption was so that his people might worship him! 
Exodus 7:16 And you shall say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent 
me to you, saying, "Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness. 
But so far, you have not obeyed." Exodus 8:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go in 
to Pharaoh and say to him,'Thus says the LORD, "Let my people go, that they may 
serve me. 
 

God redeems his people for service and worship today as well.  Redemption is 
provided by God so that ultimately His presence can be made know in our hearts 

and we can worship him in spirit and truth.   
  
The external manifestation, or the house of God where worship takes place has been 
revealed in various forms throughout redemptive-history.  God dwelled with man in the 
garden, after the Exodus from Egypt God dwelled with his people in the tabernacle (Ex. 
25-34), in the time of David and Solomon, a house was built for God, a temple for Him to 
dwell in among his people. 
  
The purpose for this dwelling with his people, was so that his people might be close to 
their God, in communion with him, offering to him their sacrifices for sin, praying to him 
for help and assistance and worshiping him in spirit and truth.  The temple was a house 
for God where he would live, or abide, or dwell with his people here.  Over time and 
because of disobedience, the people of God sacrificed true worship from the hearts and 
exchanged them for mere forms and external manifestations that went through the 
motions without being tied to true love and emotion for God himself. 
  
The Prophet Jeremiah reminds the people of God before the exile of the importance of 
considering their worship and their hearts before God before they merely go through the 
motions of worshiping him in His holy temple: 
  
Jeremiah 7:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 

2
 "Stand in the gate 

of the LORD's house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the 
LORD, all you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship the LORD. 

3
 Thus 

says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I 
will let you dwell in this place. 

4
 Do not trust in these deceptive words: 'This is the 

temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD.' 
5
 "For if you 



truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with 
another, 

6
 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or shed 

innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own 
harm, 

7
 then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your 

fathers forever. 
8
 "Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 

9
 Will you steal, 

murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go after other 
gods that you have not known, 

10
 and then come and stand before me in this 

house, which is called by my name, and say, 'We are delivered!'- only to go on 
doing all these abominations? 

11
 Has this house, which is called by my name, 

become a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the 
LORD. 

12
 Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at 

first, and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. 
13

 And now, 
because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and when I spoke to 
you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, 

14
 

therefore I will do to the house that is called by my name, and in which you trust, 
and to the place that I gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. 

15
 And I 

will cast you out of my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of 
Ephraim.  
  
The Prophet Jeremiah reminded the people of God that because of their sins, God would 
not dwell among them if they were merely externally worshiping him, rather than truly 
worshiping him from the heart.  In fact, they thought that God would never destroy his 
Temple-House, but they didn't understand that for God to dwell with man was an act of 
His free grace whereby he could at any time remove his presence if he so chose. 
  
After much warning from the prophets to God's people, God allows them to be exiled into 
Assyria and then Babylon.  The glory of God, or the presence of God, departs from His 
Temple-House itself (Ezekiel 10).  But God promises that he will one day change his 
people's hearts and give them true hearts of worship (Ezekiel 36), as well as come and 
permanently dwell with them in a temple that is beyond their comprehension (read 
Ezekiel 40-48).  In Ezekiel 36, God speaks through the prophet concerning the day when 
his people will be given true hearts of worship: 
  
Ezekiel 36:23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been 
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the 
nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I 
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 

24
 I will take you from the nations and 

gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 
25

 I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from 
all your idols I will cleanse you. 

26
 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I 

will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of flesh. 

27
 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 

my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 
28

 You shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
  
The Temple of God and the Presence of God in the Person of Jesus 
The Jewish Temple through history was the external, visible fixture of Israel’s worship.  It 
revealed externally the worship of God that was to come from the hearts of God's people.  
The Temple was the place of God’s presence and glory.  It had been corrupted over time 
in the Old Covenant and now Jesus, God in the flesh, comes to cleanse the temple and 
declares that he is raising a new and permanent one in its place.  It is important to realize 
that now God has come to dwell, not in a Temple-House, but in our flesh: 
  
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 



Our Scripture in John 2:13-25 shows Jesus as the One who is God in the flesh, the One 
who reveals the glory of God and the One who returns to His Temple-House to find it full 
of moneychangers and salesmen rather than true worshippers!  Jesus 
possesses ultimate authority as God in the worship and service of the Father and in 
these verses, he illustrates through his SIGN-ificant sign, that the old way of meeting with 
God, represented in the temple, is being replaced by worship of God in spirit and truth 
(more on this in John 4).   
  
As the Jews failed to submit to his teaching- - His Word (see study on John 1:19ff)- -and 
were drifting from under the authority of his word, so they are not under his authority with 
regards to worship and service.  They were doing what was right in their own eyes as the 
people of God did over and over in the Old Covenant (see Book of Judges).  Jesus 
comes to cleanse the Temple-House, the external place for the worship of God, and calls 
them to look to Him now for access to God in true worship and service.  This is an 
extremely ironic situation John records for us. 
 
Irony of Ironies! 
How is Irony used in the Gospel of John?: 3 categories of Biblical irony- (1) verbal 
irony, saying the opposite of what one intends; (2) situational irony, when a situation is 
the opposite of what one expects or what is appropriate; (3) dramatic irony, when a 
reader or audience knows more than characters in a story do (the last two are frequent in 
the Bible) (see Ryken, Wilhoit, and Longman, ‘The Dictionary of Biblical Imagery’).   
  
In this story, we have dramatic irony.  The people of God are going about the worship of 
God, particularly in celebrating the Passover.  When God actually comes to them in the 
flesh, they do not recognize him and in fact this will be what they will use to accuse him 
and to ultimately have him crucified and killed!   
  

So, we ask ourselves, who are those in the Old Covenant Temple-House of 
God worshipping with all of these sacrifices if the only way to God, the only truth 

concerning God, and the only life from God is being rejected in the Person of 
Jesus?! 

 
The Passover and the Past-Over 
Jesus is God’s glory in flesh in the temple and he is driving out (physically) the idolatry, 
worship of Money/Mammon rather than the worship of God.  This is what happens when 
worship is not directed by the Word of God alone.  Notice the ironic sadness revealed in 
this passage.   
  
The Jews are celebrating the Passover, when God passed over the homes that had 
blood on the doorposts in the Exodus from Egypt.  Now, God does not merely 
Passover, but actually passes through the very Temple dedicated to his name and 
the Jews are deaf and blind to this reality.  They continued sacrificing their oxen, 
sheep and pigeons, while the true and final sacrifice slipped through their hands 
and they would ultimately put this one to death because of his claims to have 
authority over the worship and service of God! 
  
Business and Religion: Moneychanging, Animal Sales, and a Big Kahuna Burger! 
Who are the moneychangers?  Moneychanging and selling animals were legitimate 
businesses that were needed for all those traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate the 
Passover and worship the living God.  People needed to purchase cattle, sheep, pigeons, 
and doves in order to make a sacrifice for their sins.  There would be moneychangers, 
those who would change the currency of the coinage that was appropriate for temple tax, 
as well as those selling animals for sacrifices, conveniently set up in many small towns 
along the way up to Jerusalem.   
  



However, these salesmen and moneychangers had literally set up shop in the temple 
itself!  Rather than hearing prayers offered up to God and realizing the holy presence of 
the living God who would come and dwell there in the temple, these men were selling 
their wares.  Jesus grabs some cord (perhaps from the cloth that was hung over a camel 
or donkey's back for traveling, or perhaps there was more selling going in a variety of 
wares), and makes a whip out of it.  He chases out the animals, the salesmen and the 
moneychangers and refers to the prophecy of Jeremiah claiming that they have made his 
Father's Temple-House a "house of merchandise".   
 
There is nothing wrong with moneychanging and animal sales, it was the location chosen 
for the business!  Lay-a-way has its place, but not in the Temple-House of God!  The 
moneychanging and animal sales would have been convenient for business and religion.  
It would have helped God to be more accessible in worship.  Heck, every now and then I 
get hungry after worship and it would be nice to have a Burger King or a Big Kahuna 
Burger located in the church building!   
  
Why not?  I mean, it would be a nice marriage of business and religion, I could truly have 
it "my way" and then follow my burger with a sip of a delicious beverage.  Why, it would 
even improve attendance, making God more accessible if we had one of these burger 
stands!  People could come eat, drink, then get up to worship! (Does anyone hear a 
reference from Exodus 32?).  In response to this mixing of business and religion, Jesus 
responds with a House-Cleaning program.  The disciples remember that 'zeal for his 
Father's House consume him'! 
  
Psalm 69:6-10 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, O Lord 
GOD of hosts; let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me, O 
God of Israel. 

7 
For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach, that dishonor has 

covered my face. 
8 
I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my 

mother's sons. 
9 
For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of 

those who reproach you have fallen on me. 
10 

When I wept and humbled my soul 
with fasting, it became my reproach. 
  

Think back to the famous “Golden Calf Incident” in Israel’s history (Ex. 32).  God 
was pleased to dwell with his people in a tabernacle (Ex. 25-31) that Moses was 
taught to oversee and build.  The minute Moses turns his back, the people have 

their first worship service- -a service of idolatry!  The temple was for God’s 
worship, they had made it a place of trade.  They are selling rather than serving.  
They are taking rather than giving! Notice that in this incident as well as in the 

‘Golden Calf incident’ that both attempts were to make God accessible. 
 
In the ‘Golden Calf incident’ Aaron and the people wanted to see God, make him 
accessible.  These businessmen in the temple are trying to help the people traveling from 
afar so that they can worship God, so again there is an attempt at making God more 
accessible.  We too today in the name of convenience and accessibility have oftentimes 
perverted the worship of God.   
  
In fact, in the last few years we have seen the growth and prominence of what is called 
"seeker-sensitive" churches (these are not new, but a rehashing of a worldly business-
religion in the name of Christianity that Charles Spurgeon also fought against in the 19th 
century in what came to be known as the 'Down-grade Controversy'). 
  
Read (and weep!) this article on 'Peddling God' from an issue of SMM: Sales & 
Marketing Management (March 2002): "Seeker churches try to appeal to the millions of 
adults who don't regularly attend church- - people who may harbor religious beliefs and 
feelings, but who are either intimidated by or simply turned off by churches....This new 
breed of church is marketing to prospects and working with customers- -also referred to 



as attendees- - to ensure that their needs and wants are satisfied...To get people in the 
door and attending services, they'll resort to any marketing and sales tactic.  
  
'Getting a flyer at Burger King can matter drastically in reaching people who are 
searching for God but haven't really had anybody come through their lives to give them 
direction,' says David Jordan Allen, Family Christian Center's marketing director, who 
adds that the local Taco Bell, McDonald's, and other restaurant chains now are looking to 
establish marketing tie-ins with the church.  'It works. Of the three thousand or so people 
who come to our shows, several hundred come up to the altar afterward and accept 
Christ as their savior'." [my emphasis added in italics/underline]. 
  
Can you see that this is exactly what the Temple-House of God in Jerusalem had 
become when Jesus came to clean house!  The reason the moneychangers and the 
salesmen were in the Temple was to encourage the worship of God.  It was to help make 
God conveniently accessible.  Much false worship has always been with good intentions.  
For example, the sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, were worshiping God in a way that 
was convenient and accessible for the people and fire from God consumed them 
(Numbers 3)!  In fact, it is described as "unauthorized fire"!  Uzzah didn't want the Ark of 
God to fall into mud so he grabbed hold of it so it wouldn't fall into the mud and God's 
wrath was poured out on his arrogant impiety (2 Sam. 6). 
  
However, the worship of God stemmed from disobedience rather than a heart captured 
by God's grace and submitted to His Word!  These incidents of false worship were 
against God's will and revelation of himself.  It is up to God how he wants to be 
worshipped and approached and we must be obedient to this by His grace whether it is 
"convenient" or "accessible" or "seeker-sensitive" or not!  Just one comment (although I 
am tempted to make many):  The ultimate problem with seeker-sensitive is found in both 
of the words used: "seeker" and "sensitive".  
  

First of all, according to God's clear revelation in Scripture, no man seeks after 
God (Romans 3:10-23), and Jesus says the Father is actually the One seeking true 

worshippers (John 4:22ff), so there is no such thing as a "seeker" except in the 
living God himself!  Secondly, the word "sensitive" sounds nice, but what it 

reveals is a sensitivity to sinners who are rebellious idolaters in reality, who want 
to worship in their own way, and not God's way!   

  
When thinking about the worship service at your congregation, always say to you and the 
other committee members: "Remember the "golden calf incident" in the Old Covenant"!  
This incident was sincere and sensitive to the so-called needs of the people, yet it was 
against God's will and it almost cost the people of God (and Moses!) their very lives 
(Exodus 32-34).  We cannot be sensitive to God's will and sensitive to the whims of sinful 
man's worship desires!  So, that is my comment, although I would like to say more! 
  
The Temple-House of Jesus' Body 
Jesus uses this Passover and this Temple-House cleaning as a way to show forth the 
SIGN-ificant sign that he is God in the flesh dwelling among his people and the only One 
worthy of our true worship and service.  He is revealing himself as the One who has the 
power to raise himself from the dead.  As the Lamb of God, he was the only pure and 
unspotted sacrifice worth purchasing for a Passover sacrifice.  Yet, Jesus was not 
purchased, but those who believe were- - by his precious blood. 
  
The Lamb of God lays down the body of flesh that was the true place of God's presence 
and glory in the Person of Jesus Christ!  This body of flesh was destroyed by some of 
those Jews who opposed Jesus that day!  This act of justice with the whips in the Jewish 
Temple would become the main witness against Jesus in his death (Mark 14:55ff).  Jesus 
says to them: "Destroy (imperative) this temple and in three days I will raise it up again!"  



The real Temple-House of God in Jesus' body would be destroyed and he would be 
resurrected to life, so that those who believe, those who remembered his word, might 
have life in His name! 
  
Jesus is God's Temple-House who is the Only true access to the living God (John 14:6).  
Jesus will say later: "I AM the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father 
except through me!" 
  
God's Presence by His Spirit 
We too tend toward idolatry like these moneychangers and salesmen.  We want God 
when it is convenient for us to worship and serve.  We want a God who is accessible to 
us in the way we want him to be accessible.  Yet God in His grace is committed to 
cleansing us permanently, His Holy Temple of these idols! 
  
Jesus’ body is the Temple- -the place where God’s Spirit ultimately resides, where he has 
the Holy Spirit “without measure” (John 3).  Yet Jesus gives us his Spirit today, and we 
often harbor unseen idols in our hearts, as well as blatantly disregard the worship of God 
and the authority of God revealed in His Word!  We often seek to do things in our worship 
of God that is foreign to his commands, and all in the name of convenience or making 
God "more accessible"!  That was just what these were doing who Jesus disciplines! 
  
What have we done with God’s worship today in our own congregations?  Do we serve or 
sell Jesus?  Have we remained faithful to his Word, to sit under the authority of His Word, 
and to worship God in the way that He has commanded us to worship him?  Do we 
merely go through the external motions and emotions, or do we worship God from pure 
hearts that have been changed by God's Holy Spirit?  We should remember that it is not 
extravagant buildings and worship centers that we need to build for our glory, but we 
need hearts that have been gripped by the grace and love found in the Lord Jesus and 
who want to worship as the people of God who have now become God's Temple-House! 
  
How are we to understand that we are God's Temple-House?  Well, remember 
throughout redemptive-history, God's Temple-House was where he dwelled, where His 
Spirit took up residence and His glory was revealed.  In the Person of Work of Jesus 
Christ, God was pleased not merely to dwell with man in the flesh (that's incredible 
enough!), but God now dwells with man internally by the power of His Holy Spirit.  
Because of His work for us and in us, we can be sure of His Spirit dwelling within us and 
His glory being manifested outwardly as we grow in Christ. 
  
2 Corinthians 3:17-18: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is freedom. 

18
 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 

Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
 
The temple many in Israel were expecting was laid out by the Prophet Ezekiel in chapters 
40 and following.  They pictured prophetically a beautiful temple that God would 
ultimately build.  The one they had built (and would still be building for more than 20 
years) during Jesus' time in Jerusalem, was built by Herod the Great (a half-breed Jewish 
pagan who they hated) and they longed for the last days when God would build his great 
temple after he overthrew all other worldly powers who dominated Israel. 
 
However, this Temple was Jesus’ body, the body he would lay down for the substitution 
of sinners, so that Ezekiel’s great ‘end-times’ temple might be realized in the people of 
God who were being made pure by the Spirit from every tribe, tongue, people and nation, 
and who would worship truly from their hearts given to them in the New Creation (more 
on this in John 3) and be a temple of people.  Those who would worship God in spirit and 



truth through the Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator and High Priest (more on this in chapter 
four). 
 
Listen to the magnificent, awe-inspiring words of  the New Testament apostles and how 
they interpret Ezekiel’s Temple in the people of God united to Jesus Christ by faith! 
 
ESV 

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own... 
 
ESV 

2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are 
the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and 
walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
 
ESV 

Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 

20
 built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
21

 in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
 
ESV 

Revelation 3:12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of 
my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. 
 
Jesus, by His Spirit, does not come in wrath anymore to cleanse His temple (the people 
of God)!  Rather, by His gracious Spirit, he sanctifies, cleanses us, washes us, refines, 
purifies us so that we will be a pure and unspotted bride! 
 
In Revelation 21-22, the Apostle John writes: "There was no Temple."  There was not 
Temple, but an great multitude of worshippers worshipping Christ in spirit and truth for 
eternity! 
  
What is Within A Man? 
Finally, notice in verses 2:23-25, how did the people respond to Jesus’ signs?  Some see 
and some do not!  “Come and see”- - “greater things shall you see than this” (1:49-51)- -
some do not see greater things, because they are blind to the reality of Jesus Christ even 
though in his presence he gives them proof and reasonable evidence- -God doesn’t 
always grant ability, except by his grace.  Seek his grace so that you might believe. 
 
[Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name 
when they saw the signs that he was doing. 

24 
But Jesus on his part did not entrust 

himself to them, because he knew all people 
25 

and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.] 
 
What is in man?  A heart of idolatry, selfishness, self-centeredness, striving for authority- 
- but never a heart of natural submission and worship until the Holy Spirit with “zeal for 
his people-temple-houses” overthrows the corruptness from within!  This reality of “what 
was in man”, his corrupted heart, leads to the Apostle John’s chapter three where will find 
out about the love of God and being re-born, or “born again” in chapter 3! 
 
In a Jewish Commentary on Exodus, ‘Mekhilta Exodus, 15:32’ there is a saying that is 
similar: “Seven things are hidden from man- - the day of death, the day of consolation, 
the depths of judgment, one’s reward, the time of restoration of the kingdom of David, the 
time when the guilty kingdom [i.e. Rome] will be destroyed, and what is within another.”  
  
We should understand the connection between the Temple passage and the end of 
chapter 2 in verses 23-25.  ‘What is within a man’ is visually revealed by the response to 



Jesus by the Jewish authorities.  The Temple was to be the place of the worship and 
service of  God, but when the God of the Temple actually walked in the flesh amongst 
them, they approached him in order to lay their hands on him and kill him (situational 
irony). 
 
Jesus orders the animals out with whips as a preview of God’s wrath on the last day.  
Jesus is the One who is the Lamb of God and will lay down his life and be sold as these 
animals by one of his disciples in order that the Jewish authorities might kill him. 
 
Believe and submit to Christ’s authority NOW, when he returns it will be too late.  You will 
be placed in submission whether you like it or not and you will acknowledge his lordship, 
but it will be too late: 
 
Philippians 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 

10 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
John 20:31 says: “These things are written so that you might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, and that by believing you may have life in His name.” 
 
Do you believe? Do you have life? Do you see? 
 
Now, if you want to stand in God’s Holy Temple, you must be standing in Jesus Christ, by 
virtue of your being united to him by faith!  Next week: One who was with the temple 
authorities who heard what Jesus said comes out from the shadows, and thinks to 
himself: “Hmm, I need to speak to this Jesus.  We know he is a teacher sent from God 
because of his signs, but I must do this privately.”  This man’s name is Nicodemus and 
we will look at Nicodemus’ interview with Jesus next week! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, Commentary on John's Gospel  

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
 

 
JOHN 3:1-15: "BIRTH FROM ABOVE" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
 

 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 
I am sending this study a little early this week because of the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  Margaret and I wish you and your family a blessed time of Thanksgiving 
with your family and friends!  May we be reminded of the LORD's graciousness to 
us all! 
  
Introduction  
Today's study is from John 3:1-15 where Jesus dialogues with a Nicodemus a ruler of the 
Jews and a Pharisee.  Last week we finished our study of chapter two and considered 
the transforming power of the new creation seen in Jesus turning water into wine.  We 
learned of Jesus' zeal for God's Temple-House and how he went about cleansing it in 
order to establish true worship by sending the Spirit into the hearts of His people.  Finally, 
we briefly considered chapter 2, verses 23-25 that spoke of Jesus knowing what was 
within a man.  These last verses in chapter 2 prepare us for the conversation between 
Jesus and Nicodemus in chapter 3. 
  
Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born again, or born from above, or he cannot see 
or enter the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is teaching Nicodemus as well as all people who 
come to Jesus to seek him, that they must have an inner change of heart wrought by the 
Spirit of God if they are to see or enter the Kingdom.  This inner change, or 
transformation, must precede their truly learning of Christ and becoming a disciple who is 
a learner, lover and liver.  Now, we know from the Gospels that Nicodemus would later 
become a disciple of Jesus, but remember that at this point, he is still a representative of 
the Jewish ruling council, and must learn of Jesus' identity over time just like many of the 
other disciples. 
  
John 3:1-15 
John 3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 

2 
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you 

are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless 
God is with him." 

3 
Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
4 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can 

a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 
and be born?" 

5 
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 
That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 
Do not marvel that I 

said to you, 'You must be born again.' 
8 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit." 

9 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can these 

things be?" 
10 

Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do 
not understand these things? 

11 
Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we 

know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our 
testimony. 

12 
If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 

No one has ascended into heaven except he 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
14 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 
that whoever believes in 

him may have eternal life."  
  
Nick at Night  
The Apostle John's settings for presenting Jesus are fascinating.  If you remember, for 
Jesus' first sign, he is at a wedding feast.  For his next act on his Messianic Mission, he is 
a the Temple where true worship in spirit and truth should have been occurring.  Here in 
John 3, the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus is "at night".  For John who 
uses a lot of contrast between light and darkness, this is significant.  Because the 
Scriptures have been inspired by the Holy Spirit, there are no "free motifs".  That is, there 
is nothing that is included in the text that does not have some significant meaning and is 
important for carrying the plot, story, or narrative to its important conclusion.  John didn't 
have to tell us the time of day, or that it was dark. 
  
This is not to say that we should spiritualize, or allegorize things like this (I have already 
warned of this in the study on John 2:1-11).  Yet, the darkness, the night is an interesting 
context for considering and contrasting the difference between flesh and spirit, earthly 
things and heavenly things, births from below and births from above here in John 3.  It 
also seems to remind us of the greater darkness that Israel generally, and Nicodemus 
particularly is experiencing in their understanding and knowledge of Jesus. 
  
So, we could say concerning this 'Nick at Night' passage, that the darkness of the night 
surrounds them during their conversation as the Light of the World begins to bring forth 
light on the subject of true and saving knowledge coming from above!  Remember what 
John 1:4-5 says: "In [Jesus] was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."  After this passage, John 3:19-21 
says:  
  
"And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.  For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds 
should be exposed.  But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 

may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God." 
  
So, I believe there is some importance again to the context of the night, when Nick 
comes to speak to Jesus.  More on this in the next study!  As we proceed in our study, 
notice the contrasts presented for our reflection in John 3:1-15 (see how many you can 
find).  This is what is called "doubling" or "twinning" in literary terms.  I find these: (1) two 
rabbis; (2) two births; (3) two origins of knowledge; (4) two existences (fleshly, earthly 
and spiritual, heavenly); (5) two Old Covenant scripture references. 
  
Born Again/ Born from Above 
In John 3, we learn that in order to inhabit the New Creation and be a part of the New 
Israel, we must have a New Birth, a birth from above.  Now, when Jesus uses the phrase 
"born again", it is the Greek word anothen that can be translated "born again" or "born 
from above".  It is important to note that being born again is always from above because 
it is by God's Spirit.  I think it is helpful to focus our attention on the fact that this term 
means not just beginning again, but something that happens "from above" because of 
God's grace given to us! 
  
What’s the difference between being born again and being born from above? I imagine a 
lot of people today speak more about being born again than they do about being born 
from above.  "I'm a born again Christian", many people say.  I don't often hear "I'm a born 
from above Christian."  Well, what other kind of Christian is there besides one who is 
"born again" or "born from above"?!   



  
It is not worthy nitpicking concerning which of the terms we use, both can translate the 
Greek word effectively.  However, I would point out that the context of John 3 is 
concerned about what is revealed "from above", and for me the emphasis of this chapter 
would be that the transforming birth that occurs by God's Spirit is "from above" and 
perhaps this should be preferred, but there is no trouble with either use (cf. vv. 12, 13, 16, 
27, 31, 34).  I prefer “born from above" based ultimately on the context and the use of 
“from above” throughout this unit in John chapter 3. 
 
In this dialogue that Jesus has with Nick at night, contrast Nicodemus with the Jews 
represented in John 1-2.  Nicodemus comes to hear God’s Word in Jesus, but he is not a 
believer yet.  In fact, in this passage Jesus is purposely pointed and poignant in his 
speech to him because he knows what is within a man (2:23-25), and knows that mere 
signs do not in fact create believing disciples.   
  
Jesus points to the fact that there must be an inner change from the heart.  There is an 
old saying with which we are all familiar: "Seeing is believing!"  But that is incorrect.  
Many saw Jesus' signs and while it did cause them to be without excuse even more in 
their accountability to their Creator (cf. Rom. 1), it did not cause them to believe.  The 
better phrase that would illustrate what Jesus is teaching to Nicodemus is: Believing is 
seeing! (vv. 3, 5).  Yet this "sight" comes because one has been "born again" or "born 
from above"!   
  

Jesus is saying to Nicodemus: "Because one has been born again, or born from 
above, one can truly see and enter the Kingdom of God, but until this 

transformation by the Spirit within the heart takes place, you as Israel's teacher (or 
anyone else who comes to Jesus) are blind and shut out of the Kingdom until this 

transformation occurs! 
 
 
"Old Saint Nick" the Reverend Doctor 
Nicodemus has been the Teacher of Israel (v. 10) for many years.  He is an old Pharisee 
and a member of the Jewish ruling council called the Sanhedrin.  He is a very learned 
and knowledgeable man in the Old Covenant Scriptures.  He has literally spent his entire 
life learning and memorizing and teaching the Old Covenant Scriptures.  Nicodemus is in 
academic and religious qualification what we might call today a Reverend Doctor.  
Nicodemus is ordained and has received his Ph D.  So, when he approaches Jesus, 
Jesus refers to him as "the" rabbi, or an important Rabbi-Teacher of Israel (v. 10- Jesus 
recognizes his earthly credentials).  Notice how Nicodemus begins the conversation, he 
says to Jesus that "We know that you are a teacher sent from God" (v. 2), apparently 
there representing others, particularly his disciples. 
  
Rabbi-Teachers had disciples just like Jesus.  They sat at their feet and learned from 
them wisdom and knowledge of the Scriptures (cf. Luke 2:46-48).  So, Nicodemus is 
representing his group and says to Jesus "we know".  However, Jesus begins to get to 
his heart and ask him "What do you really know?"  Jesus says you have "we knowledge", 
or knowledge from below (wee knowledge?!).  Then through this dialogue, Jesus wants 
him to come to grips with his mere "we knowledge" (wee knowledge), or knowledge from 
below by understanding that the transformation of the Spirit of God within a man will 
cause him to have Spirit-revealed knowledge from above (v. 11- "We speak of what we 
know", that is, "my disciples and I speak of what we know", or knowledge from above).  
This is the same kind of knowledge the Apostle Paul will speak of in 1 Corinthians 2:6-14: 
  
ESV 

1 Corinthians 2:6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not 
a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 

7 

But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the 



ages for our glory. 
8 
None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, 

they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 
But, as it is written, "What no eye 

has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for 
those who love him"- 

10 
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For 

the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 
11 

For who knows a 
person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 

12 
Now we have 

received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might 
understand the things freely given us by God. 

13 
And we impart this in words not 

taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 

14 
The natural person does not accept the things of the 

Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned. 
  
Notice Paul's comment in v. 8: "None of the rulers of this age understood this [knowledge 
and wisdom of God], for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory."  So, 
this passage begins with Nicodemus as a Rabbi-Teacher of Israel to explain to Jesus 
what he knows, and Jesus in essence asks him: 
  
"What do you really know, Nicodemus, you cannot really see or enter the Kingdom 
of God at this point, are you willing to submit to me as THE Rabbi-Teacher in order 

to truly understand and become my disciple?"  Jesus begins to explain to 
Nicodemus the importance of this inner transformation that will give true 

knowledge ("We knowledge from above"), effect sight, and give ability to enter the 
Kingdom. 

 
A New Start or A New Life? 
Notice that in Nicodemus' response to Jesus telling him "Truly, truly, You must be born 
again, or born from above" (v. 3), he hears Jesus' comment as a mere "new start", or a 
new beginning (v. 4).  Nicodemus at this point wants to know how he can go back to his 
mother's womb and start all over again, going through the motions and emotions that he 
has always gone through in attempting to keep the Law of God.  Nicodemus has "upheld 
the Law" as his community of Pharisees had interpreted it (cf. Paul's claims in Philippians 
3:1-10).  Rather than the Law pointing them to the Law-keeping of Messiah, they thought 
that they could uphold it in their own strength, by God's grace given to them through the 
covenant promises. 
  
Jesus does not want Nicodemus to try and make a new beginning or a new start, 
because there is no way one can.  Again, Jesus knows what is within a man (2:23-25) 
and he knows this propensity toward sin that comes from a man's heart must be 
changed.  He must be born from above!  He does not need a new start, but rather he 
needs a new life.  Literally, Jesus is telling Nicodemus "to get a life".   
  
How many times in our own lives do we merely try to "work harder", or "turn over a new 
leaf" with hopes that God might love us more?  How many times do we give this 
impression to others that this is what the Christian life is all about?  The Christian life is 
about a Sovereign and gracious God who by His Spirit wonderfully intrudes into our 
hearts, so that he might transform us into new creations and give us new life!  God 
breathes new life into us as he breathed life into Adam in Genesis 2 after he had formed 
the man from dust.  Just as Jesus took water and turned it into wine, so the Lord takes 
fallen sinners who apathetically could care less about the living God, and transforms us 
into new creations with new hearts so that we can serve the living God wholeheartedly! 
  
Nicodemus in essence wants to try a little harder.  He thinks Jesus is telling him to go 
back to his mother's womb and begin again.  This is "If-at-first-you-don't-succeed-try-try-
again-theology"!  However, the problem is, even if Nicodemus or anyone else could do 



this, begin again in his mother's womb, he would have the same sinful nature at the 
beginning as he did at the middle and end of their life!  No, to begin again is not the 
answer- - but to be born again, born from above, that is!  The womb was the place where 
we all were first corrupted by Adam's sin.  David says in Psalm 51: "Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me."  Jesus is saying to 
Nicodemus, you don't have a problem with doing, you have a problem of being.  In other 
words, we are not sinners because we sin; we sin because we are by nature sinners! 

 
You can imagine what Nicodemus is thinking talking face to face with Jesus: "I’m a 
knowledgeable and respected man in our community- - me? I must be born again, or 
born from above too!?  I'm not a Gentile 'sinner'- - I am a Pharisee- - I don't understand.  
This is where Jesus brings in some additional teaching on being born of water and Spirit, 
as well as the difference between fleshly and spiritual birth.  This is framed between 
verses 2 and 11, the "we knowledge" that Nicodemus approaches Jesus with, and the 
"we knowledge" that Jesus will impart to those who believe.  Let us look at this "We 
Knowledge" that is contrasted here. 
 
How Little We Know, How Little We Care! 
Remember, when Nicodemus first approaches Jesus, he says "We know that you are a 
teacher sent from God..."  Later, in verse 11, Jesus says: "We know the things we have 
seen..." The “We knowledge” of Nicodemus and his disciples is mere fleshly, human 
knowledge (v. 2).  The “We Knowledge” of Jesus and His disciples is Spirit-revealed 
knowledge (or, “Kingdom Knowledge”) (v. 11).  What do any of us know apart from God’s 
revelation in Scripture? John 1:1 says nothing!  Yet, there are reasonable witnesses 
testifying to the truth.  This is a good time to think back to John 1.  John 1 is a prologue 
that is expounded and explained in detail in each chapter of the Gospel of John.  Allow 
me to take you back to two important truths from the prologue that will hopefully help us 
to understand this dialogue better. 
  
In John 1:1-3, the Apostle John explains that "In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God and God was the Word" (see first study on John's Gospel).   
  

What John is implicitly teaching us under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit is that 
all knowledge is derived knowledge.  That means that all knowledge is ultimately 

revelational, or revealed knowledge.  John begins with revelation: "In the 
beginning was the Word".  Unless you were there "in the beginning" all knowledge 
that we have of God, the world and ourselves is derived knowledge.  Neither you 

nor I experientially learned or gained knowledge of God and the creation, yet it was 
reasonably and rationally presented to us by witnesses. 

  
In John 1, there are several references to testimony or witnesses, primarily speaking of 
John the Baptist.   

ESV 
John 1:7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 

believe through him./ 
ESV 

John 1:8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light./ 

ESV 
John 1:15 ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This 

was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.'")/ 

ESV 
John 1:32 And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him./ 
ESV 

John 1:34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son of God." 

These verses teach us that although all knowledge is revealed knowledge and our 
knowledge of God, our world, and ourselves ultimately comes from God's revelation in 
His Word, God also gives us reasonable and rational testimonies or witnesses to the 
reality of this revelation (John the Baptist's ministry, the prophets, Jesus' signs and 



miracles).  However, the reasonable knowledge is based on the revelational knowledge 
and not the other way around.  In other words, in order truly to know God, our world and 
ourselves, we must have more than reason and rational proofs for God's existence and 
understanding meaning in this world in which we live.  We must have revelation: "In the 
beginning was the Word..."  This revelation precedes all other knowledge.  We must 
submit all of our reason to this revelation in order that we might truly know and believe by 
God's grace! 

 
What do any of us truly know about our world and ourselves?  

  
We must have revelation to make sense of our world.  We must not try to reason out 
God's existence and then believe.  God's existence in Scripture is always assumed and 
asserted: "In the beginning was the Word..."  We must believe in order to fully understand 
God, ourselves, our world.  God is the Master Interpreter of all things, including 
knowledge of himself, knowledge of ourselves, and knowledge of our world.  Jesus is 
saying to Nicodemus: "What do you know? Unless you are born from above, you will 
never truly know!"   
 
God Speaks and Man Stops, Listens, and Learns 
Even with all of the so-called proofs for the existence of God, what can we really know 
about him (is he personal, is he dangerous, is he loving, is he just, is he...)? Maybe our 
tastes, seeing, hearing, knowing- - all of this may be deceiving us - -maybe the world 
doesn't even exist around us; perhaps all of what we call reality is an illusion!  What if 
Eastern philosophy is correct: we are just characters in a dream and all of our senses 
deceive us!  Our knowledge of God, our world and ourselves must come from God-- it 
must come from above!   
  
Otherwise the only thing we can be sure of, is that we do not know.  All of the greatest of 
philosophers have had to say at the end of the day, "I just am not positively sure about 
my ideas and theories, I really can't tell you anything for certain."  As great as the 
philosophers of the world have been, and as much as they have actually assisted us in 
understanding of God's world through observation of general revelation, at the end of the 
day, we come back to the 18th century when the philosophers challenged all experiential 
and perceptive knowledge.  This left all people with returning to revelation from God if we 
are to know anything for sure.  This is exactly what God wanted to happen.   
  
God used unbelieving skeptical philosophers in order to return his people back to 
submission to His Word!  What grace!  True philosophy that can deliver real answers 
about God, our world and ourselves is displayed here in this conversation between Jesus 
and Nicodemus: If we truly want to know, we must remember that when God speaks 
(here in Jesus), man must stop, listen and learn! 
  

We can all truly know because God has graciously revealed it to us in His Word, 
but in order to believe this revelation, this truth in His Word, we must first be acted 
upon, we must first be transformed from the heart by the Spirit of God; we must be 
born from above!  We never understand, then believe.  We believe in order that we 

might truly understand! 
  

Jesus says: "Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness 
to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you 

earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things?" (vv. 11-12) 

  
Water and the Spirit 
Jesus points out to Nicodemus that to be born again, or born from above, means to be 
born of water and the Spirit (v. 5 explains v.3 as well as Nicodemus' misunderstanding 



about a new start or beginning again!).  What does the terms “water and Spirit” refer to?  
It is important to note first that Jesus is not teaching something new to Nicodemus.  He is 
amazed that Nicodemus is the Teacher of Israel and doesn't understand what he says to 
him (v. 10)!  So, when looking at this passage, we want to be careful not to read too 
much thought of baptism or modern scientific knowledge back into the verses without first 
looking at the Old Covenant Scriptures for help! 
  
The terms "water and Spirit" is not teaching baptismal regeneration as some have 
thought because the emphasis is on the work of the Spirit in verses 3-10.  The Spirit is 
the One who does the work within us (vv. 8-10).  This cannot be baptismal regeneration 
(or becoming a Christian through baptism water and the Holy Spirit) because that would 
be anachronistic in this context.  It would be reading something into this time period that 
was not taught until later in the history of the Church. [Note: Although I would say that the 
sign of water used in baptism is an external, visible sign of a Spirit-wrought inward, 
invisible reality in the believer.  The sign (water) and the thing signified (new birth) are 
very closely related.  They are to be kept distinct, but never separated.  However, in this 
passage, I don't believe John is referring to New Covenant baptism]. 
  
"Water and Spirit" is not merely amniotic fluid suggesting a natural birth and then a 
supernatural birth, this would be reading back into that day an understanding of the birth 
process that we know that they did not.  Rather, “water and Spirit” is one concept 
describing an Old Covenant teaching and reality (not merely a New Covenant reality, 
because Jesus wonders why the teacher of Israel doesn’t get it!). 
  
Israel’s teacher has mere “we knowledge” from below.  Revealed knowledge “from 
above” has been revealed through the Prophets: Ezekiel: 11:19ff; 36:26ff; Isaiah: Is. 44:3; 
59:21; Jeremiah: Jer. 31:31ff; David: Psalm 51.  From these Scriptures, particularly from 
Ezekiel 36:26ff, we learn of what Jesus is referring to by "water and Spirit".  The reason 
Jesus is amazed at Nicodemus' lack of understanding, was that Nicodemus was a 
Reverend Doctor, a professor of Israel who taught the Scriptures.  If he didn't know about 
the promises of God being given by the Holy Spirit from the Book of Ezekiel, then what 
did the people know?  A student is never greater than his master/teacher! 
  
Jesus chides Nicodemus when he says in v. 10: "You are the Teacher of Israel and you 
don't know these things?!"  Jesus is saying to Nicodemus: "Were you sleeping in 
seminary when you took the course on the Prophets, particularly Ezekiel?"  Let us read 
the passage from Ezekiel to see the promise that God has revealed to his people through 
the Scriptures: 
  
 
Ezekiel 36:22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is 
not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my 
holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 

23 
And 

I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the 
nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that 
I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness 
before their eyes. 

24 
I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the 

countries and bring you into your own land. 
25 

I will sprinkle clean water on you, 
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will 
cleanse you. 

26 
And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. 

And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules. 

28 
You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, 

and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
29 

And I will deliver you from all 
your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant and lay no 
famine upon you.  



  
The Old Covenant promise of the Prophet Ezekiel to those who submitted to God's 
revelation in His Word was that God would graciously cleanse his people with water -- 
God would purify them, as well as to give them a new heart and a new spirit.  The 
following chapter, Ezekiel 37 is worth reading and comparing with this teaching that 
Nicodemus should have been aware of.  In Ezekiel 37, Ezekiel sees a vision of a valley of 
dry bones (representing dead Israel), and the Spirit moves upon those bones and causes 
them to live!  This is what is meant by the terms "water and Spirit".  The water of 
cleansing and purification that God will sprinkle on his people, and the new hearts he will 
give them by His grace- - and this all because of the work of God's Spirit (v. 8)! 
  
A Tale of Two Births 
Jesus says: "Flesh gives birth to flesh and Spirit gives birth to spirit" (v. 6).  Now let's look 
at the other two terms "flesh and spirit".  It is easy to interpret this as some 
Hellenistic/Greek concept.  In much Hellenistic/Greek thinking of the time, there was a 
dualism between matter and spirit.  The flesh, or material things were evil, corrupt and to 
be one day destroyed.  While spiritual, or immaterial things were good things and so 
people sought out spiritual things over material things. 
  
But Jesus is not a Hellenist or Greek!  He is speaking of two “levels” of existence, if you 
will.  The flesh he is referring to is a “from below existence”, and the spirit is describing a 
“from above existence”, but both are physical, as well as spiritual existence and reflective 
of true humanity (not a Greek conception or notion of separating body and soul/spirit).   
  
"Flesh", or “Below existence” is characterized by separation from God, mere “we 
knowledge” (v. 2) of who God is (as well as who we are as God’s creatures), sin, 
culminating in death and eternal separation from God our Creator.  "Spirit" refers to 
“Above existence” or “eternal life”, characterized by reconciliation with God, “we 
knowledge” (v.11) as disciples of Christ (Spirit-revealed knowledge) redemption, life of 
repentance, power over sin, and life eternal. 
  
This takes us back to what we learned earlier in the study.  The importance of the priority 
of revelation again (v. 11- “heavenly things”, or Spirit-revealed things, and “earthly 
things”).  Jesus tells Nicodemus that flesh gives birth to flesh, meaning that flesh or 
"earthly beings" give birth to more earthly beings who have the same sinful condition as 
all other earthly beings since the fall of man.  These earthly beings are characterized by 
separation from God, sin, and ultimately dying and returning to dust. 
  
In contrast, Spirit gives birth to spirit.  The Spirit of God coming down by God's grace 
from above, gives new hearts, new life, new sight, new ability to believe and love God.  In 
other words, the Spirit begets children of God not because of human will, desiring or 
working, but because He has the power and authority to transform earthly, flesh beings, 
into heavenly, spiritual beings by His grace.  In other words, the Spirit of God transforms 
enemies of God (cf. Rom. 5:8-10) into children of God.  Remember John 1 again: 
  
John 1:11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 

12
 But to all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, 

13
 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 
 

Notice verse 13: "Who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God."  From below, as earthly, flesh beings, we rely on the Spirit from above 
to reveal to us heavenly, spiritual things.  In John 3:12, Jesus says to Nicodemus before 
he begins his sermonette, or monologue on the "love from above" (3:16ff): "If I told you 
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you of heavenly 
things?" 



  
Again, this emphasizes the importance of understanding that all “heavenly things” are 
revealed through God’s Word to us.  Earthly things are mere reasonable things, but not 
“God-foolish things” like resurrected men from the dead, supernatural inspiration of the 
Holy Scriptures and God becoming incarnate, or enfleshing himself in being born of a 
virgin, yet without sin.  It is important to remember when witnessing the gospel to family 
and friends, heavenly things will always be “foolish things” to those who do not believe.  
For those who believe, heavenly things are “wise things” revealed only to babes (cf. 
Matthew 11:25-29).  But notice how Jesus points Nicodemus by His grace to another 
passage in the Old Covenant Scriptures in order to offer Nicodemus hope and life in Him! 
  
A Serpent and a Savior, A Sickness and a Cure 
In John 3:14-15, Jesus says:  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life."  
Jesus has descended "from above" to give us knowledge of heavenly things.  I 
understand this reference to Numbers 21 as Jesus presenting the gospel to Nicodemus 
and also the way he must come to understand heavenly things by the Spirit of God.  Let 
us read from Numbers 21:4ff: 
  
4 
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 
5 

And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 
food." 

6 
Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many people of Israel died. 
7 

And the people came to Moses and 
said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. 
Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for 
the people. 

8 
And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent and set it on a 

pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live." 
9 
So Moses made a 

bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at 
the bronze serpent and live. 
  
Jesus is teaching Nicodemus that he too, as well as all of Israel should realize that the 
only way to life is by looking away from themselves to the One who can take away their 
sins and heal them (Isa. 53:1-8).  Jesus, like the serpent lifted up on the pole, was God's 
only way for God's people to have life.  Sin is like the bite of the serpents, it is deadly and 
leads us to eternal death and separation from God (James 1:13-15), yet Jesus is our 
cure, the One to bring life to all who look to him to be made well and reconciled to God. 
  
This reality of Jesus' healing grace would have reminded Nicodemus as well as ourselves 
that in order to be healed, one must first realize they are sick and in need of a doctor.  All 
of Nicodemus' works for God in his many attempts at keeping the Law of God as a 
Pharisee would never make him righteous.  Foundationally, in his heart of hearts lurked 
sin and death, and the only cure for his disease was the submitting to the Lord Jesus and 
His revelation of salvation for those who believe! 
  
We are distant from this occasion by many years.  Yet, everyone born of the flesh, every 
human being must understand, that if they are going to be saved, they must look to the 
dying Savior who was lifted up on the cross, to die for the sins of those who believe.  The 
only cure for our wickedness, our sins, our problem of death (that is coming for all of us if 
Christ doesn't return first!) is the Son of Man who was lifted up for our transgressions and 
put to death for our Law-breaking!  This Son of Man was resurrected and seated at God's 
right hand so that His Spirit might come and dwell within us, teaching us of His grace, 
and learning to live and walk as He lived and walked before His God and Father! 
  



John 20:31 says that these things were written so that you might believe and have life 
eternal in Jesus' name!  Do you believe?  Are you aware of anything more than mere 
"earthly things", or has the Spirit of God worked in you to bring about a new creation 
transformation, cleansing your heart with water and awakening you to true revelational 
knowledge of God, your world and yourself!  Do you know these "heavenly things"?  
Have you been born from above?  Seek the LORD today to make your calling and 
election sure (2 Peter 1:10). 
  
Remember the words to a favorite Christmas hymn: 
  

"God rest you merry, Gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, remember Christ our 
Savior was born on Christmas day, to save us all from Satan's power when we 
were gone astray; O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of 

comfort and joy!" 
  

 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 
For Further Reading  
D. A. Carson, 'Gospel According to John'  
H. Ridderbos, 'The Gospel of John: A Theological Commentary'  
L. Morris, 'The Gospel According to John' (NICNT)  
J. Calvin, 'Commentary on the Gospel of John'  
R. Brown, 'Commentary on the Gospel of St. John'  
J. Dennison, Articles on John's Gospel at www.kerux.com  
J. Boice, Commentary on John's Gospel  

Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
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JOHN 3:16-36: "LOVE, LIGHT, AND TRUTH FROM ABOVE" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
  
Introduction 
Today's study is from John 3:16-36.  In this passage, Jesus' dialogue with Nicodemus 
becomes a trial of faith for the whole world!  What can be appreciated about the 
movement of theological details and teaching in John 3, is that what begins as a "friendly 
theological dialogue" between Nicodemus and Jesus becomes a meditation and 
reflection on the Person and Work of Christ.  All of the "We knowledge from above" (3:11-
see last week's study) calls us all to faith in the Lord Jesus!  There can be no neutrality! 
  

From theological dialogue to trial of faith 
  
After the conversation with Nicodemus where Jesus challenges his beliefs and "earthly 
knowledge" or knowledge from below (3:11ff), John the Baptist in essence teaches the 
same things to his disciples as well and points them away from himself to Jesus (3:22-
30).  He tells them that Jesus must increase; he must decrease.  His ministry is passing 
away and therefore if you want to know of the things revealed from above, you must 
listen to him!  The section that follows is Jesus' ministry outside of the Jewish circles and 
from among those who have been introduced to Messiah by John the Baptist. 
  
Let's begin with an overview of the chapter to help us to proceed (there are always 
different ways of breaking up a piece or pericope of Scripture, but this is the way I will do 
it in our study).  In John 3:1-15, there is a dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus, who 
comes at night to ask Jesus some questions.  Then the Apostle John records reflections 
or meditation on what Jesus taught in 3:16-21  
  
[Note: It is argued whether this is Jesus who is still speaking, or John the Apostle 
reflecting on what Jesus said.  Either way, the words are inspired and derived from Jesus' 
teaching, but I believe they are the Apostle's John reflections on what Jesus said after 
Jesus was crucified and resurrected.  This can be the trouble of "red letter" edition 
Bibles.  We don't want to give more importance to Jesus' words in contrast to the 
apostles' words, and we don't want to unnecessarily quote Jesus verbatim where we are 
not sure because there are not quotation marks in the Greek text.  This is for your 
consideration]. 
  
In John 3:22-30 we have John the Baptist's last works to his disciples as his ministry is 
passing away and Jesus' ministry is gaining in importance as God ordained it to (v. 27).  
Finally, in John 3:31-36 we have more of the Apostle John's reflections on the ministry of 
Jesus, a kind of epilogue if you will because it summarizes much of what Jesus taught 
and said to Nicodemus in John 3:1-15.  Again, there is debate over whether Jesus, John 
the Baptist, or the Apostle John is speaking (see note above).  I believe these are 
reflections by the Apostle John who wrote the gospel, but the truth is the same no matter 
who said it because it was inspired by the ONE Author, the Holy Spirit, but it is good to 
know this! 
  
Today, we will look at these verses in two parts: 1) All men face to face with Jesus Christ 
and His Love (v. 16), Light (vv.19-21), and Truth (vv.11-15; 31-34) can never be neutral, 
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and 2) The Friend of the Bridegroom (or "Jesus' best man") witnesses finally to the Love, 
Light, and Truth of God revealed "from above". 
  
John 3:16-36 
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

17 
For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

19 
And this is 

the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their deeds were evil. 

20 
For everyone who does wicked things 

hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
21 

But 
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been carried out in God." 

22 
After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 

Judean countryside, and he remained there with them and was baptizing. 
23 

John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were 
coming and being baptized 

24 
(for John had not yet been put in prison). 

25 
Now a 

discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over purification. 
26 

And 
they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who was with you across the Jordan, to 
whom you bore witness- look, he is baptizing, and all are going to him." 

27 
John 

answered, "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
28 

You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ, but I have been sent 
before him.' 

29 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 

bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. 
Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 

30 
He must increase, but I must decrease." 

31 

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

32 
He bears witness to 

what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 
33 

Whoever receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 

34 
For he whom God has sent utters the 

words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 
35 

The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into his hand. 

36 
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 

whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
  
I. All men face to face with Jesus Christ can never be neutral! (3:16-26) 
  
Love from above (3:16-18) 
God is love! (1 John 4:8). John 3:1-15 speaks of the subject of faith, that is, it focuses us 
on the Holy Spirit and how we are regenerated, born again, or born from above by God's 
gracious and Holy Spirit.  Now the focus in John 3:16 is on the object of our faith.  We 
look by faith to the Son of God who has been crucified for our sins.  We look to the Son 
for life eternal and for the forgiveness of sins.  For in the death of the Son, the Only Son 
of God, God gives to us a substitute, a Righteous Substitute for sinners! 
  
God is righteous in all he says and does.  His Word and His Ways are righteous because 
He is righteous in and of himself.  God is righteousness and love.  God's love requires 
that His creatures are righteous and obey him perfectly.  Because of our disobedence 
and sin against our Righteous Creator, we are unable to show forth love for God and 
neighbor and therefore unable to produce true and saving righteousness from the heart. 
  
We are in the condition as sinners of being unable to see or enter the Kingdom of God as 
Jesus says in John 3:3-7, and so we must be born again or born from above!  God in his 
love for us not only gives to us knowledge ("We knowledge" of verse 11) that comes from 
above, but shows forth his love for us in giving His Only and Dear Son as a payment for 
our sins. 
  



God shows forth his love to us in Jesus!  People today request that God would 
show them that He loves them.  Many people are looking for evidences of God's grace 
and mercy in their lives today.  I have heard people say that if God would just show me 
his love in my life, then I would believe in Him.  Even Christians get caught up in this kind 
of "theological tit for tat" by committing to serve and love God "IF" he will show forth his 
love in the way they have prayerfully assigned him to accomplish. 
  
But God does show his love!  Rather, God has in an ultimate way shown his love for us in 
real time and space, in real history!  In the death of God's only Son, God has shown forth 
in the One who was raised up, that He is willing and able to forgive all those who will 
believe upon this Substitute that He has so graciously provided.   
  
The Christian life is always about looking away from oneself to Jesus Christ, the One who 
forgives us all of our sins and provides a substitute for our sins so that we shall not 
perish, but live with God for eternity!  What more love could God show than that He 
already has shown to the world in the Person and Work of Jesus?! 
  
God is Righteous and Shows Forth His Righteousness in Jesus 
God shows to the whole world what his righteousness requires in the death of his only 
Son.  Because we are without righteousness, God provides the righteousness we need in 
the Person of His Only Son.  Jesus was sent as v. 16 says by God because He is 
gracious and "so loved" the world!  Those who believe are "so loved"- - love that is 
explained and exegeted in the death of God's Son.  The Apostle Paul explains this in a 
beautiful and precious passage from Romans 8:31-39 (if ever you doubt God's "so love" 
for you, read and re-read this passage): 
  
Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 

32 
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33 

Who shall bring any 
charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

34 
Who is to condemn? Christ 

Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

35 
Who shall separate us from the 

love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 

36 
As it is written, "For your sake we are being 

killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 
37 

No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 
For I am 

sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, 

39 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 

be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  
God's righteousness requires our life as his creatures.  We must die for our sins 
committed against our Creator (Ezekiel 18:20; Romans 3:10-23).  He is Holy and Just 
and must punish our many sins!  We owe God our very life here on earth and we use 
God and his many gifts to sin against Him!  God's justice requires that we pay the penalty 
for our sins and for our trespassing unrighteously in His world. 
  
Yet God gives His Son to die for a substitute!  God loves the world "so much" that he 
allows his Son to pay our penalty.  God is loving, yet just. He must punish sin, but he can 
punish sin in His Only Son if He so chooses.  This way, God's holiness and justice is not 
violated!  God's holiness and justice is upheld because the infinitely Righteous Jesus 
Who love the Father more than any of us can ever imagine, dies for sinners by 
undergoing the infinitely unbearable punishment for our sins.  The Apostle Paul describes 
this righteousness of God displayed in the death of His Only Son! 
  
Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from 
the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it- 

22 
the righteousness 



of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 

and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

25 
whom God put 

forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former 
sins. 

26 
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be 

just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  
How much more could God show forth his love to a sinful and dying world?  God never 
withholds his goodness and mercy to those who ask him for it!  Rather, because of pride, 
the sinful and dying world, doesn't want God's mercy and love!  God gives abundantly to 
us in Jesus Christ, yet the world (both Jews and Gentiles) refuse His gift to them!  What 
does God give in Jesus? 
  
God gives to those who believe the righteousness and life they need to enter his 
presence and be saved.  Jesus, the Only Son of God and the Righteous One who did 
perfectly obey God and love God with all His heart, soul, mind and strength, so loved us 
that God gave him to be our substitute in the death for sins we deserved, and in return 
when we believe, Jesus unites us to himself and gives us life in Him!  We will never again 
be separated from God because the death of Christ has brought reconciliation to God 
and man, the Creator and the creatures can dwell together again by faith and because of 
God showing forth His love for all who believe! 
  
God gives eternal life for those who believe in the Name of Jesus!  What is eternal 
life?  Life in Jesus the One Who is with the Spirit without measure (v. 35) and the 
One in Whom we dwell or find life.  "Life Eternal" is life of the Age to Come that is 
NOW because we are united to Jesus by faith and receive a downpayment of His 

Spirit. 
  
What An Unbelieving World! 
But the world does not receive this life (1:10ff and in John 3:32ff).  Only those who have 
been born again, born from above (3:3-7), or have "we knowledge" of John 3:11, and 
who believe! (vv. 15-16).  Yet, here is the awfully sad news!  God has shown His love in 
the in the death of his Son.  He has invited us to partake in life eternal, in His presence 
forever, and man does not receive this good news by faith!  
  
Because of this revelation "from above" (cf. v. 11-15), all men are accountable to this 
revelation.  Every person who has ever been born, everyone who is part of this present 
world, past, present, and future; every person born of flesh, born of a woman, is held 
accountable to this reality and revelation of God "from above" in Christ!  There can be no 
neutrality since God has acted clearly in real time and history to reveal his love.   
  

You either love Jesus or you do not!  There is no middle ground!  And you must 
take God at his word by faith for all that he reveals, not just what you want to 

believe!  You cannot pick and choose the teachings of Scripture that "seem" or 
"feel right" or merely those you want to believe! 

  
In a pluralistic, postmodern culture today, we must remind everyone that our love for 
Jesus is not merely "our preference in religion" or "the one that makes me feel religiously 
good about myself".  Rather, God has acted and showed forth his love in this world and 
men are without excuse.  We must call everyone is this world to repentance!  In Jesus, 
God "so loved" the world and revealed "from above" by His Grace and Spirit that a New 
Creation,  a New World was dawning in Jesus!  
  
Which world are you a part of?  The world full of evil and darkness of this present age, or 
part of the World to Come by faith.  God so loved this world (Jews and Gentiles) so that 



we might become because of the birth from above and by faith part of the world to come 
and avoid the sentence of condemnation that has been passed upon this present world 
and all its inhabitants.  As J. R. R. Tolkien's imagery of Middle Earth in the 'Lord of the 
Rings', the present earth is covered by shadow.  This is the Apostle John's conception of 
the world in present darkness by sin and the presence of evil. 
  

Into this wicked world of shadow, God sent forth His Son to die!  What grace and 
abundant kindness!   

  
"All Men Are Without Excuse!" 
The Apostle Paul also addressed a very pluralistic and Pre-Postmodern culture (:-)> in 
Acts 17.  Read carefully how the love, light, and truth of God, revealed "from above" 
makes men without excuse, particularly on this side of the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ! Also note as we learned last week, that revelation knowledge 
("we knowledge from above", John 3:11) is always to precede reason ("we knowledge 
from below", John 3:2).  Notice how Paul reasons, but reasons in submission to God's 
greater revelation revealed by God in Jesus! 
  
Acts 17:16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 
within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 

17 
So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every 
day with those who happened to be there. 

18 
Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, "What does this babbler 
wish to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities"- 
because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 

19 
And they took hold of him 

and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new teaching 
is that you are presenting? 

20 
For you bring some strange things to our ears. We 

wish to know therefore what these things mean." 
21 

Now all the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new.  
  
22 

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in every way you are very religious. 

23 
For as I passed along and observed the 

objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown 
god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 

24 
The God 

who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in temples made by man, 

25 
nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything. 

26 
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 

face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 
dwelling place, 

27 
that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their 

way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
28 

for 
"'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets 
have said, "' For we are indeed his offspring.'  
  
29 

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 

30 
The 

times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere 
to repent, 

31 
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 

righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead." 

32 
Now when they heard of the 

resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, "We will hear you again 
about this." 

33 
So Paul went out from their midst. 

34 
But some men joined him and 

believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named 
Damaris and others with them. 
  



Men cannot merely sit idly by as Jesus Christ and His people declare the good news of 
God's love revealed "from above" to the world.  As verse 30 above teaches us, "the times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent!"  
There is no neutrality in this world.  You are either for Christ, or against Christ.   
  

To put this another way, you are either Pro-Christ, or Anti-Christ!  You either 
receive God's revelation in Jesus "from above" or you are merely working with 

"earthly, fleshly, human knowledge, from below" and this mere earthly knowledge 
from below will damn you (3:18; 36). 

  
Light from above (3:19-21) 
So, why do men now accept the love God has shown them in the cross of Jesus?  Why 
do men choose to be condemned and damned? Do they not understand how wonderfully 
gracious God is in giving Christ so that no one will perish, but have eternal life?  
Ultimately, the reason why (humanly speaking) men do not believe is because they do 
not want to; they do not desire to give up their evil deeds and come into the light in order 
for their evil to be exposed by the living God.  Men freely choose NOT to believe and stay 
in the darkness, rather than dwell in the light of God's favor.   
  
Notice something important from verse 21 is that we all (the whole world) come from the 
darkness into the light.  Our place of origin, our natural tendency is toward the darkness 
and not the light.  We are not born in the light, we are born in the place of shadows.  Yet 
when we come toward the light, we come by God's grace to show forth the work God 
alone by His Spirit has done in us!  We come toward the light of God revealed because 
God has first acted upon us and in us by His Spirit.  This shows forth the outward 
manifestation and work of the Holy Spirit, who we cannot see, yet see his work in people 
as the wind blows the trees (3:8).   
  
We rejoice to live in the light, not because we are naturally "light and life people", 

we are by nature "dark and death people".  
  
In Jesus is life and this life was the light of men (1:4-5).  When we believe upon the One 
and Only Son of God, we become partakers of His life and this brings us into His light to 
live by His Word!  Only by being born from above, or born again, will we know this life 
which is light in Jesus and we will then believe in Jesus and have eternal life! 
  
Truth from above (3:31-36) 
Truth has been revealed by God in Christ.  This is the knowledge "from above" that we 
considered in the last study (3:11; 3:31-34).  Either believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, or 
be condemned (v. 18), the wrath of God abides, remains, dwells on those who reject 
God's one and only Son (v. 36).  Now none of us like to speak or think of God's wrath.  
But because the Love, Light, and Truth of God has been clearly revealed in the Person 
and Work of Christ, and because there is no neutrality in the presence of Jesus and His 
teaching, men are either with life, or without life.   
  
Men are either by faith "living" NOW, or "perishing" NOW.  Just as Christians have 

life by the Spirit  NOW, and yet we have not experienced the full life of being 
resurrected and fully present in the presence of Christ, so those who do not have 
life are under condemnation and God's wrath NOW, even though they do not fully 

experience it as of yet. 
  
Just as Christians now are just as present-tense alive in the Spirit as they will be when 
they are fully resurrected to be with Christ (cf. John 5:24ff), so those who are dead to 
Christ and God's love are present-tense as condemned and under God's wrath now.  
Both are events that will fully occur when Jesus returns again, it is a present reality now! 
  



Pro-Christ or Anti-Christ? 
We must pray to have compassion on the lost, those who reject God's love in Jesus, His 
Light of revelation, and His truth.  They are not merely people who are living their lives 
unproductively and without true meaning in God's world!  They are those who are marked 
with God's wrath and condemnation.   
  
Sinful unbelievers are marked men like Cain in the Old Covenant.  They are marked 

men who have the number of the beast or the Anti-Christ mark upon them.  The 
mark of Revelation 13 (also written by the Apostle John) is a present-tense mark 

found on all of those not Pro-Christ, but who are in reality Anti-Christ.  Again, there 
is no neutrality, we are either for him (Pro-Christ), or against him (Anti-Christ), 

there is no getting around it! 
  
We don't have to come up with some fanciful and fabulous interpretation of the Book of 
Revelation to understand that there is light and darkness, believers and unbelievers, the 
Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) and the Unholy trinity (Dragon, Beast and False 
Prophet), and we are either part of the light or the darkness, we are either believers or 
unbelievers, and we either serve the Holy Trinity or the unholy trinity, and with this 
realization we must understand that we are either marked PRO-CHRIST, or ANTI-
CHRIST!  Either our names are written in the Lamb's Book and have his mark on us, or 
we have the mark of the Beast of Revelation. 
  
If men choose to merely work with "earthly knowledge from below" and not revelational 
"heavenly knowledge from above", then they are bound to end up as skeptics or fools 
who have deceived themselves in their own hearts and said that there is no God (Psalm 
14).  The reality based on revelation "from above" is that Men have no right to be 
atheists, skeptics and agnostics for the revelation "from above" has been revealed clearly 
to all in this world!   
  
Yet sinful unbelievers will do all they can to suppress and deny it because they do 
not want to come into the light because their deeds are evil.  So, they stay fooling 
themselves that they are "happy, warm and content" in a deep, dark, cavernous 

hell of their own making!   
  
They smile and go through the motions and emotions of everyday life on the outside, but 
inside is venomous sin running through their veins, sin that deceives them, and keeps 
them locked up in deep, dark, cold cavernous, hell-like darkness because in reality they 
know not God, themselves, or understand fully the world in which they live.  They are 
about exchanging the truth of God for a lie, suppressing the truth revealed "from above" 
so that they can try and silence their consciences and hearts that were created by God 
for His glory!   
  
The Apostle Paul clearly makes this known in Romans 1, an extremely important 
passage for understanding revelation "from above" (cf. John 3:2-11), as well as 
understanding the present-tense wrath and condemnation of God right NOW on 
unbelievers! 
  
ESV 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress 
the truth. 

19 
For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

shown it to them. 
20 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 

21 
For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

22 
Claiming to be 

wise, they became fools, 
23 

and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 



images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 

Therefore 
God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 

25 
because they exchanged the truth about God for 

a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen. 
  
The Christian Abuse of God's Love, Light, and Truth! 
In Jesus, the revelation of God "from above" has been revealed in his Love, Light, and 
His Truth as we learned from these verses, but what we do with God's revelation of love, 
light, and truth as Christians?  Let's think about this for a moment.  If we were honest 
enough to admit it, sometimes we practically reject God's love, light and truth.  In fact, 
sometimes we use and abuse God's love, light and truth. 
  
Let me tell a story to you. Awhile back, I unintentionally hurt one of my friend's feelings.  I 
had cancelled on him and was unable to meet him because another event suddenly 
came up.  My friend was kind enough to tell me that it hurt his feelings and he felt like that 
I had not shown to him true friendship.   
  
He was rightfully hurt (as I would have been) because I chose another event and person 
over him even though we had plans.  I couldn't understand why I would do such a thing.  I 
apologized, but I had to think about my heart and the "why's" of what I had done.  I think it 
is always important to check deeper than the behavior- - check your heart to see what 
"root tendency" you may be having.  Well, suddenly by God's grace, I was able to explain 
to myself and my friend what had happened. 
  
My friend was good to me; he was always there for me.  The other event was more 
pressing and the person involved was not always good and there for me.  So, I chose the 
other situation in order to "solve a situation" while taking advantage of my friend's 
goodness to me.  What happened was, I was using the friend, the very one that had 
shown me kindness and favor, and rather than showing back love and kindness to this 
friend, I cancelled and used them.  How did I use them?  Well, I knew that the friend 
'would' forgive me and 'would' still be there for me even if I cancelled! 
  
I repented of this and asked my friend's forgiveness; he forgave me and we are growing 
together in Christ today, yet I learned a valuable lesson from this.   
  

God shows us great favor, love and forgiveness in Christ.  Yet how many times, 
because we do know that he is loving, merciful and forgiving toward us, do we take 

advantage of His love?  How many times to we sin against his love by loving 
something or someone more than Him? How many times do we sin against His 

light in our hearts by doing what we know to be wrong? How many times do we sin 
against God's truth, doing what is right in our own eyes and knowing what is true 

about God, yet not believing it? 
  
We can think of this in our relationships, particularly if you are married.  Do you sin 
against the goodness of your husband or wife? Do you sin against them and use them, 
even unintentionally like I above, because you know they will forgive you and still love 
you?  We must repent of this toward God and His love, light, and truth "from above", but 
also in our relationships to others.   
  
In fact, we must be willing to love, care, and treat fairly even those who do not love us!  
We must be careful not to use the grace and love, light, and truth of God revealed "from 
above", by willingly sinning against God, then going for forgiveness to him!  He will 
forgive us, but we must remember that he truly loves us!  Let this grip your heart and you 
will not desire to ever take advantage of his love, light, and truth revealed in Jesus! 
  



II. The Friend of the Bridegroom, or "Jesus' Best Man"(3:27-36) 
John the Baptist was preparing the way, bringing the Bridegroom as God's "best man" to 
His Bride.  John's ministry was given to him by God (v. 27), and he was committed to 
being the forerunner who prepared the way for King-Messiah.  Now the imagery of the 
bride and bridegroom is used metaphorically to make a point to John's disciples who are 
taken back by Jesus' ministry gaining more disciples and increasing in importance in their 
eyes. 
  
One important thing we can learn from this metaphor is that God was in Christ being 
betrothed to His Bride by faith.  As the Old Testament spoke of Israel being the bride of 
YHWH (Book of Hosea), so God is in Christ now making the betrothal official through his 
life, death, resurrection and ascension. 
  
Therefore, John says:  
  

"I must decrease and He must increase".   
  
In other words, the best man is only needed at the meeting of the Bride and Bridegroom.  
After the Bride has received the Bridegroom, there is no need for him (rather, he is in the 
way!).  So, John must allow the Bridegroom to devote himself to His Bride and now by 
faith, the Bride must give her all to her Bridegroom!   
  
"Hey! What's the best man doing ruining the wedding night?!" 
You who are married, think about this: As much as you appreciated the best man at your 
wedding, did any of you ever want him to spend the marriage night with him, or the 
honeymoon? My best man was my dad and he planned, supported, and executed the 
wedding standing by my side the whole time until I took my bride into my arms and 
cruised the wedding scene with people shouting, throwing rice, and my brother (younger!) 
trying to give me advice that I might need for my wedding night! 
  
But my dad stayed at the wedding ceremony, went home to be with his family because 
his calling, his ministry if you will, of being my best man was complete; it was over.  The 
same is happening here. 
  

God's people, including John's former disciples, were being united to their long-
awaited Messiah-Bridegroom and therefore the "friend of the Bridegroom", or 

Jesus' best man understood that his service was over. 
  
John the Baptist rejoiced that God called him to be the "best man" as Jesus was being 
betrothed to his bride of faith, yet when his time, as well as all of the ministry of the Old 
Covenant came to an end in him (cf. Matt. 11:1ff), his ministry was over!  By God's grace, 
he fully understood the extent and period of his ministry and when it was time to stop 
doing what he had been doing in preparing the way for King-Messiah, he began to 
decrease. 
  
How about you?  Do you want to decrease and allow Jesus to increase in your life?  Do 
you seek your will and your way, or are you striving toward asking Jesus "How can you 
increase in significance in my life?"  "How can you be seen more clearly and consistently 
in my life, Lord?"  Speaking as a minister, it is a great challenge for all of us to remember 
that our ministries specifically, as well as our entire lives generally are for the glory and 
honor of Christ!  May God grant that we continue to meditate on this reality. 
  
Don't forget, John the Baptist's ministry was extremely important to the gospel of Jesus.  I 
mean, he was the Messiah's "best man" with regards to the Groom and the wedding.  
When the time had come for his ministry to fade away with the Old Covenant way of 
doing things, this must have been a great challenge for the man!  We cannot realistically 



expect a sinful man, although one sent by God as a witness to Jesus Christ, not to 
struggle with the pride and importance of his own ministry.  Yet, by God's grace, at the 
end of the day, John the Baptist was pleased to give up his ministry for Christ, and was 
willing to lay down his life, knowing his time had come and his ministry had been 
accomplished (Matthew 11; Luke 7:19ff). 
  
Jesus' Ministry, or "OUR" Ministry? 
The main point of this passage in John is to record the final words of John the Baptist to 
his disciples who have grown very close to he and his ministry, as well as to again point 
out the transition from John's ministry to focus ultimately on the Christ!  Yet there is an 
application we can think of today was we serve the Lord as well.  John was willing to 
place Jesus' ministry first, over his own; it was what he was called to do.  His attitude 
reflected one who had understood his ministry in the right perspective because of the 
Holy Spirit.  His ministry in redemptive-history was coming to an end.   
  

We are also privileged to serve in redemptive-history, yet on this side of Jesus' 
cross and resurrection!  We also point away from ourselves to the Lord Christ, but 

do we have the same attitude as John the Baptist? 
  
How about you?  Are you supportive of other's ministries that seem more important than 
your own?  When you see other's ministries are you supportive of them because of what 
has been given to them by God (v. 27: "A person cannot receive even one thing unless it 
is given him from heaven."), or are you jealous and divisive and envious that their 
ministry is gaining more disciples than your own?  It is not the explicit teaching of John in 
this passage, but there is some truth of application worth noting. 
  
John explains to his disciples that none of us have anything other than what God has 
given to us: "A person cannot receive (or have) even one thing unless it is given him from 
heaven."  The Apostle Paul notes the same truth when writing to the Corinthian 
congregation that was divided and jealous of others' ministries: "What do you have that 
you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?" 
(1 Cor. 4:7).  In other words, don't you know your calling and your ministry and your 
assignment by God is extremely significant and needed as you diligently obey God where 
he has gifted and called you.  There is never any reason for us to questions God's call to 
us. 
  
We are called by God to personally and as a congregation of Christ to witness to the 
great truth that the Love of God, the Light of God and the Truth of God "from above" has 
come in the Person of Jesus Christ!  He must increase; we must decrease.  The next 
time you are struggling with someone else who seems to have a "better ministry" than 
your own, remind yourself that you may be being deceived by the Evil One who longs 
and plots to divide Christ's people, rather than having them acting according to their gifts 
and the faith that has been given them so that they might work together to proclaim the 
Name of Jesus Christ - - the One who has come to die for those who believe (3:16). 
  
You know the truth? If the Evil One can divide us from within, we will not long for others 
to believe and be saved; we will not see the condemned sinners with God's wrath already 
resting and remaining on them!  We will only be interested in our self-important ministries 
that we think so highly of, while the world around us perishes because of our division, 
lack of unity, and lack of love for one another.  We must repent whenever we get like 
John the Baptist's disciples and say: "Look, that minister or ministry there is gaining more 
disciples!"  The attitude is wrong and must be healed by God's grace and forgiveness 
applied to our hearts! 
  
Do You Believe? 



John 20:31 says: "But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name."  Do you know of 
His love from above? Have you believed upon the Lord Jesus, the One and Only Son 
revealed by God because he "so loved" the world? 
  
Do you live in the light as he is in the light?  Do you believe the truth that has been 
revealed "from above" through the lips of Jesus and through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit? 
  
Believe today on the Lord Jesus Christ and truly begin to live, and to live for eternity in 
the presence of God.  If you reject him, you are dangerously rejecting the very God 
whose wrath is pointed and aimed directly toward you, and Who is the only One able to 
take away that wrath and condemnation that is on you presently because of the Only 
Substitute that He has provided! 
  
You must understand if you have rejected the love, light and truth of God "from above" 
that the only One Who is keeping you from falling immediately into his Holy presence and 
experiencing His eternal wrath, is the One you have made your enemy because of your 
rejection!  You are under condemnation and His wrath now!  Plead with the living and 
holy and righteous God, and beg mercy because of Jesus satisfying God's wrath in your 
place! 
  
If you make God your enemy, you have made the only One Who can or will save you, 
your ultimate foe and the Scriptures say:  
  

"It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God" (Heb. 10:31).   
  

Seek the Lord while he may be found!  Believe his love displayed in Christ, come 
into his light, and live by the truth revealed- - all by His grace "from above"!  If you 
can see or hear or enter the Kingdom of God- - do so immediately and see cover 

from God's wrath and condemnation in the righteous covering of Jesus! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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 WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

 
JOHN 4: "THE WELL OF HOPE AND LIFE" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
Introduction 
Nicodemus was an influential Pharisee (as we learned in our previous study of John 3)!  
He had memorized the entire Old Covenant Scriptures.  He was the learned "Reverend 
Doctor" and leader of disciples in the Jewish community (see John 3 and previous 
studies).  He was respected everywhere he went, holding his head up as "one who sits in 
Moses' seat" (Matt. 23). 
  
She was nameless and lacked influence as a common woman in the ancient world.  She 
had been taught only portions of the Old Covenant Scriptures by her teachers 
(Samaritans only believed in the five Books of Moses).  She was an unlearned Samaritan 
woman.  She lived a life of shame everywhere she went for her immoral life and would 
venture out of her home at a time of day when every one else in the village was hiding 
from the noonday sun. 
  
Yet both of them needed the same Jesus, a Savior Who could save them from their 

sins!   
  
Jesus had come for the salvation of all those who would believe (John 3:16).  God "so 
loved" the world, both Jews, Gentiles...and even Samaritans!  Although Nicodemus the 
Pharisee and the sinful Samaritan woman had nothing in common and wouldn't ever 
have even spoken together, they both spoke to Jesus and heard the words of life 
proclaimed to them. 
  
What was their response? At this point in John's Gospel, Nicodemus was poignantly 
silent (John 3:1-21), while this woman knew of her need after speaking with Jesus and 
threw herself on the mercy of his love, grace, and favor toward her!  Jesus told both of 
them about their need of a truth revealed "from above" and at this point in John's Gospel, 
only the sinful Samaritan woman believed! [Note: This is not to say that Nicodemus did 
not believe yet.  But there is a silence from Nicodemus after Jesus speaks and there are 
"no free motifs" in John's Gospel.  I believe he would have included this had Nicodemus 
believed.  Perhaps Nicodemus was "pondering these things in his heart" at this point.] 
  
Both Nicodemus and the sinful Samaritan woman had deeds that were evil (cf. John 
3:19-21), only she came into the light so that the works she did would give praise to God.  
Her sins were much more obvious and shameful in the community.  NIcodemus could 
hide his hypocrisy and unbelief in Messiah by his outward, external religiosity.  She had 
no hope, except to take of the water of life that was offered to her! 
  
Today's study is from chapter four from the Gospel of John.  It is a remarkable display of 
the glory of God revealed in the Person of Jesus (1:16-18).  The grace and truth we see 
revealed in Jesus who extends his generous hand of grace to a woman...a sinful 
woman...a Samaritan woman.  Jesus seeks that every tribe, tongue, people, and nation 
("the believing world" of John 3:16) would come to him and find the secret of worshipping 
the Father in spirit and truth.  We will look at the hope and life that this nameless 
Samaritan woman receives by God's grace at Jacob's well. 
  
John 4:1-42 
ESV 

John 4:1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples than John 

2 
(although Jesus himself did not 

baptize, but only his disciples), 
3 
he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 

4 
And 
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he had to pass through Samaria. 
5 
So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, 

near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6 
Jacob's well was there; so 

Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 
about the sixth hour. 

7 
There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said 

to her, "Give me a drink." 
8 
(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy 

food.) 
9 
The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a 

drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" ( For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 

10 
Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that 

is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water." 

11 
The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw 

water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 
12 

Are you 
greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 
did his sons and his livestock." 

13 
Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this 

water will be thirsty again, 
14 

but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life." 

15 
The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this 

water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water." 
16 

Jesus 
said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 

17 
The woman answered him, 

"I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no 
husband'; 

18 
for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 

husband. What you have said is true." 
19 

The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. 

20 
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that 

in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship." 
21 

Jesus said to her, 
"Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

22 
You worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23 

But the hour is coming, 
and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 

24 
God is spirit, and 

those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth." 
25 

The woman said to 
him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things." 

26 
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he."  

  
"Well, Well, Well" 
Let's begin our study by noting the context and the place that Jesus' dialogue with the 
sinful Samaritan woman takes place.  We should note three significant points concerning 
the wells in the Bible and Redemptive-History.  The places or scenes that the Apostle 
John records for us are always SIGN-ificant, or significant.  John beautifully paints verbal 
portraits of the Word of Life and the background or the place of these scenes can be as 
SIGN-ificant as what Jesus says and does!   
  
Prior to our passage, John has given us four important scenes or backgrounds to 
appreciate how Jesus was "exegeting" or revealing the Father's glory as the Only 
Begotten Son (John 1:18).  In chapter One, John the Baptist is baptizing and the water at 
the Jordan River serves as the location.  In chapter two, John shows us Jesus' SIGN-
ificant signs at a wedding feast and at Jerusalem's Temple.  In Chapter three, John takes 
us to the darkness, where Jesus will reveal the Light "from above" to Nicodemus.  In 
todays study of John 4:1-26, we will notice the importance of the scene of the well. 
  
One thing to appreciate about the Apostle John and his gospel is that he uses imagery, 
contrasts, Old Covenant theology, and even important places and scenes to show forth 
Jesus' glory.  When reading Scripture we should be often amazed at how earnestly God 
seeks through His appointed and inspired writer (such as John) to draw us into His story.   
  
We can so easily make the study and service of God an appendage onto the rest of our 
lives, or a nice addition to the story that we are already developing in our lives.   
  



But in these scenes of John (as well as throughout the Scriptures), the living God 
wants to invite us to find ourselves within His world, within His story, face to face 
with His Only Begotten Son!  The Apostle John draws us once again into God's 
world and story, the story that can only be understood through love, light, and 

truth revealed to us graciously "from above"! 
  
Remember as we learned in earlier studies that John is showing us Jesus' SIGNS that 
reveal Who He is who have eyes to see and enter the Kingdom of Heaven (John 3:3-7).  
Let us take note of three SIGN-ificant reasons why Jesus ministered at a well to the sinful 
Samaritan woman. 
  
The Social SIGN-ificance of Wells 
First of all there is the social SIGN-ificance of the well in the Biblical world.  It was the 
"water cooler" of the day, if you will, the place where the community came together to talk 
about life and various things worth conversing about.  Like the water cooler at an office 
place, the coffee maker, or the break room, this was the place to meet others in the 
community and talk. 
  
The sinful Samaritan woman came to this well at noon ("the sixth hour") when it would 
not be well populated with others from the village (v. 6).  The reason she would have 
come to the well at the hottest time of the day, would have been due to her reputation as 
a sinful woman in town.  Because of her shame, she sought a time of day when everyone 
else would have already gotten their water (in the morning), or would have waited until 
later to get their water supply (the evening). 
  
Yet Jesus the Lord and Giver of Life met her there.  It is interesting to note that John says 
that Jesus "had to go through Samaria" in verse 4.  It is an important point to note (notice 
how the verse kind of stands in isolation from the rest of the story, as if John wants to 
emphasize this point from the beginning of this incredible scene revealing God's grace!)  
Jesus "had to go" is not merely speaking of a geographical necessity, he could have 
gone another route, so he didn't necessarily "have to go" the way he went from Judea 
into Galilee. 
  
I think the reason for this "had to go into Samaria" is that the Apostle John's meaning is 
working on two levels.  Geographically, it would have taken less time to go through 
Samaria than the other way north by crossing over the Jordan.  Yet, more importantly, 
Jesus is providentially placed here for proclamation.   
  
On his Messianic Mission, Jesus "had to go to Samaria" because providentially in 
God's plan for Him there was those such as this woman who he was seeking.  God 

wanted Samaritan worshippers in "spirit and truth"! (4:24)- - unbelievable! 
  
The Samaritan's Hope and Jesus' Peace 
Jesus who was tired and very hot from the journey stops at this well of Jacob in order to 
get a drink, and additionally so that He might reach out to one who did not deserve His 
grace!  The well of Jacob was dug many years prior to this.  The well was over 100 feet 
deep with "living" or running water, and was still used by the people at the time of Jesus 
(The well is still "living" and used today as well!) 
  
When the sinful Samaritan woman comes to the well to draw water at the hottest time of 
day, Jesus is there to meet her.  Notice something the Apostle John is revealing to us 
about Jesus' ministry here on earth.  Jesus is "ready to "preach the word; be ready in 
season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 
teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2).  The noon hour was not an ideal time at all for witnessing in a hot, 
arid land where the temperature would have exceeded 120 degrees! 
  



Jesus asks this sinful Samaritan woman for a drink, but like Nicodemus in John 3, she is 
only understanding things "from below" with a mere earthly knowledge (cf. John 3:2, 11).  
In fact, she wonders what this Jew is up to, considering that a Jew would not ask her for 
anything!  Yet Jesus wants to use this time as an example of the "living" water than only 
He can give to those who believe. 
  
The well and the water serve as important illustrations for Jesus.  The sinful Samaritan 
woman responds to Jesus with surprise.  Not only did the Jews have nothing to do with 
the Samaritans, a Jewish Male Rabbi would have an even greater reason for not having 
anything to do with a woman, much less a sinful woman!  Yet, Jesus is using this well as 
a place for bringing Jews and Samaritans together in himself.  In the Old Covenant wells 
were places of conflict as well as resolutions, as we see in the lives of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob's lives (Genesis 21:19-30; 24; 26:19-32; 29:1ff; Exodus 2:15ff). 
  
In the Old Covenant, scenes at wells were places where men in clans and tribes could 
both have a conflict (such as over a piece of property or over the ownership of a well), or 
a place where a resolution and peace was found between differing clans and tribes.  The 
social significance of the well was so that men and cattle could be watered, and the 
location could serve as a good central place for meetings among tribes and clans. 
  

Here, we see Jesus at the well of Jacob, bringing together the Jews and the 
Samaritans who had been at war for years and bringing peace with one another by 

making them both his disciples.  More importantly, Jesus is not merely drawing 
water, he is drawing the Samaritans to worship the Father in "spirit and truth" so 

that they can be reconciled to God and so God is making peace with believing 
Samaritans (cf. Romans 5:1-10). 

  
Samaritans were "half-breeds" in the eyes of the Jews.  The Jews despised the 
Samaritans and the feeling was extremely mutual!  After the Assyrian captivity in 722 BC, 
some of the Jews of Northern Israel had married into pagan families, forgotten their true 
religion by syncretizing and idolatry (it is not as if Israel was all that pure, it's just 
hypocrisy has a way of producing not only enmity but prejudice!).  Over time, these 
former Israelites who became Samaritans lost their identity as Israelites as a result of this 
intermarrying (see 2 Kings 17-18; cf. Deut. 7- Moses warned them!).   
  
These "half breed-Jews" were despised particularly after the Exile when the Israelites 
returned home under Nehemiah and Ezra and the Samaritans persecuted the Israelites 
as they were rebuilding God's Temple because of the Word of the LORD through Haggai 
and Zechariah (see Ezra 4; Nehemiah 4).  The past hostilities continued to increase up 
unto the day that Jesus "had to go into Samaria". 
  
This is one of the beautiful and gracious points that the Apostle John communicates 
through this encounter of Jesus and the sinful Samaritan woman.   
  
After all these years of hostility, Jesus brings together two peoples at war with one 

another, with no hope of ever making peace.  Jesus is their peace. 
  
Jesus IS our Peace 
Jesus is our peace, too!  Jesus brings all of us together even today- - Jews, Samaritans, 
and Gentiles together as one.  Divided and at war with each other by nature, Jesus 
brings unity and breaks down the "dividing wall of hostility" that has stood for so long.  In 
Jesus there is true unity and life.  In Him was life and this life was the light of men (1:5).  
In Jesus, we who are of different tribes, language, peoples, and nations, through faith 
become one in Jesus. 
  



And people of God, this is why unity in Jesus is so important.  This is the reason why we 
are to seek to love and to forgive all those from within Christ's congregation!  We are all 
those who did not deserve the peace he gave to us!  We are all those who do not 
deserve anything but death, but he gives to us life and it is the kind of life that causes us 
to never thirst, and it becomes a "living" (or "alive") spring within us welling up for eternity 
(4:13-14).   
  
This living water Jesus offers to the sinful Samaritan woman, as well as all who will 
believe, refers to his wisdom, truth and revelation "from above" that he gives to 
us, and this is possible because He has granted to us the Holy Spirit (cf. John 7:37-39) 
who washes us clean from our sins and begins a process of purification within us!  Those 
who have life cannot live as those dead and divided.   
  
Seek the same kind of peace and reconcilation with others in Christ's community as 
Jesus sought here in the sinful Samaritan woman.  Do not be deceived: Love covers a 
multitude of sins; it is always patient; it never bears a grudge; it is not self-seeking, nor 
easily angered, but bears all things, believes all things, and hopes all things- -love never 
fails (cf. 1 Cor. 13). 
  
Spiritual SIGN-ificance of the Well 
Secondly, we want to note the important spiritual SIGN-ificance of the well.  In John 
2:23-25, we learned that "Jesus knows what is within a man..."  In other words, He sees 
us- - He sees our hearts as Hebrews 4:12-13 says!   
  
Hebrews 4:12-13: For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13
 And no creature is 

hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 
  
This sinful Samaritan woman is an outcast and Jesus "sees" her, and he not only sees 
her, but pursues her, seeks her out!   If we are to be saved, if we are to be shown God's 
favor, it will not be because we were seeking to find God (Rom. 3:10), we like sheep have 
gone astray, no one seeks after God, yet God by His Grace may seek after us (John 
4:24).  Concerning outcasts, you may remember a similar incident of God's gracious and 
precious revelation to an outcast woman in redemptive-history that happened to take 
place at a well!  Who was she? 
  
Hagar.  She was Abram and Sarai's proud possession until Sarai tried to "help God" by 
allowing Abram to sleep with her in order for her to conceive Abram a son.  Bad idea!  
Sarai, not realizing her own heart (as none of us who "help God" realize), she allowed 
her own sinful heart to deceive her (Jer. 17:3).  What seemed like a good idea on the 
surface, was in reality unbelief masquerading itself as something good (watch this in our 
own lives!).   
  
Well, Hagar conceived and Sarai became jealous of her new competition.  Therefore, 
Sarai throws her servant who bears Abram's heir out of the house, and she becomes an 
outcast without the protection of a patriarch in a society where women had to have a 
head over them!  Read Genesis 16 and notice some similarities between Hagar the 
outcast and the sinful Samaritan woman who is outcast in her village was well! 
  
Genesis 16 
Genesis 16:1 Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a 
female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. 

2 
And Sarai said to Abram, 

"Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my 
servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her." And Abram listened to the 



voice of Sarai. 
3 
So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, 

Abram's wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her 
husband as a wife. 

4 
And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she 

saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 
5 

And Sarai 
said to Abram, "May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your 
embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with 
contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!" 

6 
But Abram said to Sarai, 

"Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please." Then Sarai dealt 
harshly with her, and she fled from her.  
  
7 
The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 

spring on the way to Shur. 
8 

And he said, "Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you 
come from and where are you going?" She said, "I am fleeing from my mistress 
Sarai." 

9 
The angel of the LORD said to her, "Return to your mistress and submit to 

her." 
10 

The angel of the LORD also said to her, "I will surely multiply your offspring 
so that they cannot be numbered for multitude." 

11 
And the angel of the LORD said 

to her, "Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name 
Ishmael, because the LORD has listened to your affliction. 

12 
He shall be a wild 

donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and 
he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen."  
  
13 

So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, "You are a God of 
seeing," for she said, "Truly here I have seen him who looks after me." 

14 
Therefore 

the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered. 
15 

And Hagar 
bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, 
Ishmael. 

16 
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. 

  
Jesus and Beer-Lahai-Roi (The Well of the One Who Sees) 
To reveal God's glory, the Apostle John shows us here at the Well of Jacob, that Jesus is 
'El Roi, or "the God Who Sees"!  Just as God saw Hagar who was sinful and outcast and 
revealed himself at the well in Genesis 16, so God in Christ reveals himself to another 
outcast.  Hagar was a despised Egyptian (remember the Egyptians held the Israelites in 
slavery) and the sinful Samaritan woman was a despised Samaritan!  They were 
both forgotten and bitter outcast women in their worlds, and God "sees" them both! 
  

Both wells could be called "Beer-lahai-roi", or "the well of Him who sees! 
  
As the people of God who believe today, we must remember that we are all outcasts from 
God's favor and love, yet God "sees us" and knows us (cf. John 2:23-25).  We should 
always remind ourself that God "sees" us and knowls us better than we see and know 
ourself!  We must allow His Word to interpret and to internally examine our words and 
deeds!  God sought both Hagar and the sinful Samaritan woman in order to offer them 
Words of Life.  He seeks us to reveal those Words to us who believe! 
  
It is painful sometimes, as it was with the sinful Samaritan woman.  She had probably 
kept her shame and sin to herself for years, not wanting to trust anyone with her private 
acts, yet knowing that all knew of her sins as well as she knew of her sins.  In His grace, 
and at a very unopportune time of the day, Jesus El Roi in the flesh, reveals her sins to 
her, then he forgives her and she forgets the original purpose for her coming to the well, 
drops her water jar and goes to tell the good news to other outcast Samaritans! 
  
Jesus does the same for us as well.  It is painful, but when Jesus reveals our need of 
salvation and repentance, he also receives us by His grace and forgiveness as His own 
children in Christ!  When Jesus met the sinful Samaritan woman he reveals to her his gift, 
tells her of her sins so that she might turn to him as the Prophet revealed by Moses 
(Deut. 12), and Messiah (John 4:19; 25).  Jesus invites the sinful Samaritan woman to 



come into the light because of her deeds are evil (John 3:19-21); He invites her to come 
to the One who has Life and is the Light of Men (John 1:5) and full of grace and truth 
(John 1:16). 
  
Jesus doesn't approve of her immoral life.  He tells her that she has been living a sinful 
life with five husbands, going on six! (verses 16-19).  She perceives that He "sees" and 
knows her better than anyone else (and is still talking to her at the well in a public place 
despite this reality!).  Just as Jesus does for all who believe and are born from above, he 
makes himself known to us, revealing our hearts and the grace of God found in Him, then 
he gives us the strength by His Spirit to live according to His Word.   
  

Jesus is about exchanging our immoral lives for immortal lives! 
  
Think again of verse 13-14: Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
forever. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life."  What is so revealing about these verses is that many times the things we 
pursue and seek after in our lives are good things.  They are good gifts of God that he 
has given to us like water from the well.  In aa arid country such as Judea, water was 
especially needed to survive - -to live. 
  
The water itself was a good thing, but Jesus encourages us to seek something more 
lasting, something like the earthly, but so much more richer and something to quench the 
thirst of our longing souls (Psa. 42-43).  The reason to mention this is that we often 
appreciate the many good gifts of God, but sometimes these good gifts (like good "living" 
water in a desert) become the only pursuit and people are left thirsty and dry after 
awhile.   
  
What we all really need is only revealed "from above" and given by Jesus Christ!  
So many in this world are searching to have their spiritual thirsts quenched, yet 
will not seek the ONLY ONE who can quench their thirsty desires!  "As the deer 

pants for the water, so my soul longs after you, O Lord!" 
  

Read Carefully the invitation to us all to drink deeply of God's grace from Isaiah's Gospel! 
(Notice also in verse 5 the call to other nations, such as Samaritans and Gentiles. 
  
Isaiah 55:1-5- "Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has 
no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 

2 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 

your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is 
good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3 
Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, 

that your soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my 
steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 

leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do 

not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because of the 
LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 
  
Betrothal SIGN-ificance of the Well 
The third important truth of the scene of the Well of Jacob is the betrothal SIGN-ificance 
of the well.  If you remember in our last study, in John 3:27-30, John the Baptist 
describes himself and his ministry as the "best man", or "friend of the Bridegroom".  He 
tells his disciples that they are now to be betrothed to the Bridegroom, because he is 
merely the "best man".   
  
In the ancient Near East and in Biblical history, wells were places where men would seek 
brides (cf. Isaac and Jacob, Genesis 29:1-14).  This is not surprising, this is where the 



women could be found.  Like today, when men go off to school, or the workplace and find 
a bride, so men in the ancient world would often seek to meet a bride at wells, or places 
of centrality in the community.  For shepherding people like the Israelites, it would be 
easier to find the leaders of clans and tribes by their well location than by their tents 
because they moved around from place to place.  In Genesis 29, we see this occur in the 
life of Jacob and his pursuit of a bride. 
  
Genesis 29:1-14 
Genesis 29:1 Then Jacob went on his journey and came to the land of the people 
of the east. 

2 
As he looked, he saw a well in the field, and behold, three flocks of 

sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone on the 
well's mouth was large, 

3 
and when all the flocks were gathered there, the 

shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, 
and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well. 

4 
Jacob said to them, 

"My brothers, where do you come from?" They said, "We are from Haran." 
5 
He 

said to them, "Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?" They said, "We know him." 
6 

He said to them, "Is it well with him?" They said, "It is well; and see, Rachel his 
daughter is coming with the sheep!"  
  
7 
He said, "Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered 

together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them." 
8 
But they said, "We cannot until 

all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the 
well; then we water the sheep." 

9 
While he was still speaking with them, Rachel 

came with her father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 
10 

Now as soon as Jacob 
saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep of Laban 
his mother's brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well's mouth 
and watered the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

11 
Then Jacob kissed Rachel 

and wept aloud. 
12 

And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father's kinsman, and 
that he was Rebekah's son, and she ran and told her father. 

13 
As soon as Laban 

heard the news about Jacob, his sister's son, he ran to meet him and embraced 
him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these 
things, 

14 
and Laban said to him, "Surely you are my bone and my flesh!" And he 

stayed with him a month. 
  
As one greater than Jacob (regardless of what the sinful Samaritan woman thought at the 
time from her "from below" understanding- v. 12: "Are you greater than our Father 
Jacob?"), Jesus also pursues an unlikely bride here at Jacob's well in Samaria.  Jesus 
the Bridegroom seeks a Bride in a sinful Samaritan Woman.  He calls her to himself to 
believe and to be given the living water that will quench her soul and cause her to be the 
very Bride of Christ! 
  
We have everything against us to be the Bride God wants us to be when Jesus finds us!  
We are not a pure and unspotted Bride worthy of the Majesty and Glory of Jesus!  Kings 
seek equals for their brides, and THE King of Glory Himself, the Only Begotten Son of 
God, heir to the entire planet, only deserves a Bride who is like him.  This is the promise 
of the Gospel of Grace.  Not only does Jesus find us as His Bride, but He makes us heirs 
of God, children, like Him, and we reflect His Glory as we grow in His likeness throughout 
our lives (Romans 8:15-25; 2 Cor. 3-4). 
  
As he makes himself known to us however, he cleanses us with his cleansing water and 
spirit, so that the Living Water within us gives us ultimate satisfaction and purification in 
Him!  As Paul explains in Ephesians 5, God is committed to making us a pure and 
unspotted Bride for Christ to receive on the Day He returns: 
  
Ephesians 5:25-27: Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her, 

26
 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 



washing of water with the word, 
27

 so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. 
  
Do You Believe? 
John 20:31 says that John wrote this Gospel so that "you might believe Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name." 
  
Do you believe?  Are you at war with everyone in this world, because you care only for 
yourself?  Do you long for the peace that passes understanding that only Jesus can 
give?  Are you looking and seeking for peace in mere earthly things, albeit good things, 
but things that leave you high and dry, desiring more?  Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call on Him while He is near! 
  
Do you believe? Do you realize you are an outcast sinner from God's presence only 
awaiting his judgment and even now having God's wrath abiding on you (3:18; 36)?  Do 
you long to hold your eyes up toward the sky and trust the Creator who has given you 
life, breath, and everything you need? Are you ready to worship the Father in "spirit and 
truth", the One who is the glory and lifter of your head?  Do you know the shame of being 
sinful and needing desperately to find the satisfaction and fulfillment that only Living 
Water in Jesus can quench? 
  
Do you believe? What is your identity? The Bride of Jesus Christ, becoming more and 
more like him in purity and holiness? If you do not believe, the Scriptures define and 
describe you in the Book of Revelation as being NOT a bride, but a harlot, the Great 
Prostitute of Babylon, the Unpure, Despicable, Bride of the Beast.   
  

Remember, Jesus extends his hand of grace to the world, to all those who would 
believe in Him and receive eternal life.  If you are not for Christ, or Pro-Christ, then 
you are against Christ, or Anti-Christ.  And those who are Anti-Christ belong not to 
the Gracious Creator God, but are motivated, moved, and being manipulated by the 

Evil One. 
  
Read carefully portions from the passage in the Book of Revelation that compares the 
pure and spotless Bride of Christ with the unpure and despicably dirty Great Prostitute of 
the Beast: 
  
Revelation 17:1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and 
said to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is 
seated on many waters, 

2
 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual 

immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth 
have become drunk." 

3
 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I 

saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it 
had seven heads and ten horns. 

4
 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, 

and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full 
of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 

5
 And on her forehead 

was written a name of mystery: "Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of 
earth's abominations." 

6
 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, 

the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly.  
  
....These are of one mind and hand over their power and authority to the beast. 

14
 

They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." 

15
 

And the angel said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, 
are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 

16
 And the ten horns that 

you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate 



and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, 
17

 for God has put it into 
their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their 
royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.  
  
18

 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of 
the earth."18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having 
great authority, and the earth was made bright with his glory. 

2
 And he called out 

with a mighty voice, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every 
unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast. 

3
 For all nations have 

drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth 
have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown 
rich from the power of her luxurious living." 

4
 Then I heard another voice from 

heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you 
share in her plagues; 

5
 for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has 

remembered her iniquities. 
6
 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and 

repay her double for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.  
  
The Apostle John not only shows us the glory of God's gracious goodness in this 
passage of the sinful Samaritan woman at the well of hope and life, but also gives us a 
revelation-glimpse of what is to come for those who believe and who do not believe!  
Seek the LORD now! 
  
People of God know that you are the Bride of Christ and because He has given you 
Living Waters by His Spirit, you know that you can do whatever He has commanded you 
to do.  You will grow as He and His Word alone satisfy you.  Don't allow unpeaceful 
divisions, a lack of identiy, or a forgetfulness of His "seeing" and "knowing" you keep you 
from experiencing the grace, love, joy and power of Jesus and the well of Living Water 
that is forever springing up and "alive" within us because of our Union with Jesus! 
  
Coming Soon: John 4 continued with: "Two Mountains and Two Responses to 
Jesus" 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
  
Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen." 
  
Pastor Charles R. Biggs 
Ketoctin Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Post Office Box 628 
Round Hill, VA 20142-0628 
www.APlaceforTruth.org 
crbiggsman@adelphia.net 
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 JOHN 4:20-24: "WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH" 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

Introduction 
In the Reformation, the people of God learned that it was not enough to merely be 
"Reformed" in name, but that the Church must also be "Reformed" in principle.  That 
meant that to call oneself "Reformed" required the constant need to be consistently, 
ceaselessly, constantly, and carefully "REFORMING" as the people of God and returning 
to Scripture for answers to every question and to fully know how to be the Church of the 
living God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
  
Since we are beginning a new year, it is worthwhile to practice this continuous reforming, 
by looking once again at what the Scriptures teach us about true worship.  This can be 
such a controversial topic, but it must continually be addressed.  Just because it can be 
controversial and even a divisive, we still should seek by God's grace to understand what 
true worship is according to the Scriptures. 
  
There is no better place to begin than in John 4:20-24 in Jesus' dialogue with the sinful, 
Samaritan woman.  There a few points I would like to make from observing this text and 
these are by no means the last words on the subject, just a small attempt at 
understanding what this means for us as the people of God who call ourselves 
"Reformed" in this new year. 
  
In the context, the sinful Samaritan woman has asked Jesus about the two mountains, 
and where is the correct place for worship (John 4:20).  First of all Jesus corrects her 
assumption that the Samaritans have been rightly worshipping God on Mt. Gerazim.  He 
tells her that "salvation is from the Jews" (4:22).  Jesus does not mean that all Jews will 
be saved (it is the Apostle John's purpose ironically to show the rejection of Jesus by the 
majority of the Jews and his acceptance by Samaritans in this passage and through the 
remainder of chapter 4). 
  
Jesus basically tells the sinful Samaritan woman that since I am here in your midst, the 
Kingdom is with you, and things are changing right before your very eyes.  Therefore, to 
merely think about a physical location of worship, and to consider the way things have 
been, is not enough to consider.  In fact, he says to her, "you worship what you do not 
know; we (meaning the Jews, including Himself) worship what we do know. 
  
Jesus tells her the time is coming, and is now here, where God's true worshippers 
will worship Him in spirit and truth.  For God is seeking these kind of worshippers 

(John 4:23). 
  
Let us look at a few considerations from this passage that can inform the way we worship 
the living God in 2004. 
  
Worship is Christ-Centered 
First of all, it is important to note that true worship is always Christ-Centered.  Jesus is 
the Beginning and End, the Alpha and Omega of our salvation, but also of our worship.  
Jesus is the reason why we can truly worship the living God in the first place.  He is the 
only Mediator between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5), and thus the only way to the true 
worship of God (John 14:6).  Truly, no man comes to the Father, either for salvation, or 
for worship apart from Jesus Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
  
What Jesus is ultimately revealing to and graciously offering the sinful Samaritan woman 
is what he wants to reveal and to graciously offer to us today: Worship that is Christ-
Centered.  Jesus is telling the woman in these verses in John 4 to get your eyes off the 



mountains, even the so-called traditions of your Fathers, and get your eyes, worship and 
focus on me.  Here is Jesus physically present, not merely to discuss past theological 
debates about a legitimate mountain on which to worship, but he is here in the flesh to 
draw her (as well as our) attention to Himself alone! 
  
Recently, I have been thinking that when people in general describe certain 
congregations that they visit, they speak of what made them happy, met their felt needs, 
or how the worship satisfied them- -apart from any mention of Who was preached, how 
He was preached, and what they learned from the preaching of the Word (of course you 
may hear how long the sermon was, but not much mention of the content). 
  
What it seems like from this general observation is that in our time, it appears that most 
visitors to worship services are evaluating the service primarily on the style of worship 
and the feelings gained from it, over and above the priority of Who is preached, how He 
is preached, and what He tells His people to do.  Notice in your own experience when 
speaking with other Evangelical Christians these days if they even mention what was 
preached, or if they merely focus on the style of the worship and how it either appealed, 
or rather did not appeal to them. 
  
These are just some thoughts from observations, but oftentimes I hear many speaking 
not so much about the Christ of worship, as they do about themselves and what they got 
out of the worship.  We should remember as a "Reforming" people, that Christ, His Word, 
His Way, His Will, His Worship (as best as we can understand it) is to be central in our 
lives.  What we desire and pray for as "Reforming" people is a worship that is primarily 
about Christ and His presence among us as He walks among our congregations today. 
  
What we hear, what we do, what we think, and even what we ultimately feel in our 
worship, should always be in light of Jesus and what we have heard proclaimed biblically 
and passionately from the pulpit each Lord's Day.   
  

Worship is not primarily about us, but it is about God alone.   
  
I find it strange that we mix up what rightly belongs to God and what is given by God for 
the benefit of man.  For instance, Jesus tells us that God has given to us the Christian 
Sabbath for us.  It is for our benefit: "Man is not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath 
for man".  However, you will never find Jesus saying that "Man is not made for the 
worship, but the worship for man."   
  
Yet in principle this is how some of us practically behave!  We have been given the 
Christian Sabbath to worship the living God in a Christ-centered way because it is for our 
good.  Yet we have not been given worship ultimately for our own good (although only 
good things can come from it; cf. Rom. 8:28ff).  Yet we turn this around on its head like 
everything else sinful man attempts to do by his own whims and when not submitted to 
the Word.  We tend to break the Christian Sabbath, taking away what is rightly ours and 
for our own good (then wonder why we are such a tired, unfulfilled and busy people), and 
we want the worship for ourselves. 
  
Now we don't say it that way, we say we want the worship to be fulfilling to us.  But when 
we start out with a focus on ourselves and our own desires when we are in search of the 
worship of God with other Christians, we inevitably will end up only finding what suits 
ourselves and our own selfish desires and wants!  May it never be, by God's grace.   
  

We need to understand that it takes more than goosebumps or goosepimples 
standing up on the back of our necks to determine whether we are truly 

worshipping the living God in spirit and truth! 
  



May we begin this new year by asking how we can more appropriately worship the Lord 
by coming to Him through the Lord Jesus Christ, worshipping the Lord Jesus Christ for 
what He has done for us in obtaining our salvation, and thanking him gratefully by our 
worship, whether we feel anything for ourselves or not.  May we offer ourselves to the 
Lord God through the Lord Jesus as we long to hear Jesus' Word, Way, Will, and 
Worship! 
  
Worship is Christ-Commanded 

Jesus commands us to worship him in a certain way lest we end up in our own 
sinfulness worshipping something, or someone other than God! 

  
Notice what Jesus says to the sinful Samaritan woman when comparing the faulty 
worship tradition of the Samaritans with the Jews in verse 22: "You (plural, meaning all of 
the Samaritans) worship what you do not know".  Jesus uses a relative pronoun: "what 
you do not know" rather than a personal pronoun "who you do not know".  When our 
worship is not Christ-centered and we approach God the Father by His Spirit through Our 
Mediator, we worship something other than God. 
  
It is interesting to note that whenever men seek out, even with the noble traditions of their 
Fathers, yet without submitting entirely to the Scriptures concerning worship, they end up 
at the end of the day worshipping something (or someone!!) other than the True and 
Living God. (Remember from our last study that the Samaritans only accepted the Torah, 
or first five books of the Old Testament, so they did not know of any new revelation or 
developments concerning worship, particularly the instructions to build the later Temples 
under David and then after the Exile- cf. 2 Sam. 7; Ezra 1-4; Haggai 1-2). 
  
In Paul's sermon at the Areopagus, while Paul was in Athens, Greece, he notices the 
same tendency with all men.  When men try to worship with mere general revelation, 
apart from the special revelation of God in the Holy Scriptures, they end up worshipping 
something (or someone!!) they do not know. 
  
Acts 17:22-23: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 
23 

For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you." 
  
The Apostle Paul goes on to instruct them according to the Scriptures how God has 
clearly manifested Himself to them and ultimately in the revelation of Jesus Christ, the 
One Who can give all of those Who believe access to the God in Whom we all live, move 
and have our being (Acts 17:24-32). 
  
John Calvin, in his commentary on this passage from John 4 says this:  
  
"...We are not to essay anything in religion rashly or unthinkingly.  For unless there 
is knowledge present, it is not God that we worship but a spectre or ghost.  Hence 
all so-called good intentions are struck by a thunderbolt, which tells us that men 
can do nothing but err when they are guided by their own opinion without the 
Word or command of God....the Samaritans took the example of the fathers as a 
precedent; the Jews were grounded on the commandment of God." 
  
We must recall that Israel's first formal worship service after their redemption from Egypt, 
while Moses was up on the mountain getting the commandments of God, was at worst 
a heretical, idolatrous worship service to ultimately an "unknown god" (Exodus 32).  At 
the very best, it was a worship perhaps directed to the true God, but not in the way He 
has commanded them.   
  



Jesus is not saying here in John 4:22 that Israel's worship was always exemplary when 
he says "salvation is from the Jews" or "we worship what we know".  He is stating that 
Israel was the chosen nation through which the Scriptures came that instructed them in 
their proper worship (even if they did not obediently comply).  This is what Jesus means 
that "salvation is from the Jews" (compare also with Romans 9:1-6).   
  
However, since the "time was coming, and was now here" things were changing and 
even the Jews who were worshipping at the Temple on the mountain in Jerusalem, that 
at one time was the correct place of worship, NOW the worship was to be only in and 
through Jesus Christ and "in spirit and truth".  As Jesus showed with regards to the 
Temple in Jerusalem (see study on John 2), the glory of God was manifested in flesh and 
because God was present with Israel in the flesh now, the glory of God was moving out 
of the Temple with Him! 
  
To prevent all of God's people from worship something, or someone other than the living 
God revealed in Scripture, we must willingly submit to Christ's command and principles 
concerning worship.  We must realize that in Jesus, and by His Word we are to be 
directed as to how we are to worship Him.  This should be sought humbly submitting 
under Jesus' word, realizing one's own worship style preferences and presuppositions, 
and prayerfully seeking wisdom to do that which is God honoring and obedience in one's 
congregation!   
  
The "reforming reformation" of worship begins in each congregation with humble 

and prayerful Christians submitting themselves under the commands of Christ 
anew and seeking diligently to obey these commands no matter what the cost to 

the congregation. 
  
Worship is Word-Centered Dialogue with God 
Let's look at another way of understanding worship.  Worship is a dialogue with God.  To 
worship God in spirit and truth is to worship him rightly in Jesus Christ alone as he has 
commanded, but it is also in spirit and truth.  The term "spirit and truth" focuses our 
attention on the spiritually truthful, and non-physical aspect of worship.  In verse 24, 
Jesus teaches the Samaritan woman and us that God is Spirit and thus we worship Him 
in spirit and truth.   
  
We should understand that in the context, Jesus is drawing the sinful Samaritan woman's 
attention away from the question of "where", meaning physicality or geographical location 
of worship, because this is passing away and changing now that the "fullness of the 
times" have come in Jesus.  Now Jesus is focusing the woman's attention, as well as 
ours on the true worship more specifically directed to "Whom". 
  
How does dialogue with God help us to understanding true worship in spirit and truth?  
We must remember that in order for us rightly to respond to God in worship, we must first 
be rightly informed of Who God is and What He teaches us in Scripture. 
  
Who God is as Spirit, in all of his character and revealed attributes in the Scriptures, 
informs us as to how to worship Him.  God reveals Himself in the reading, preaching, and 
singing of the Word of God in our worship.  We dialogue, or respond back to God with our 
praise, prayers, petitions, and obedience to His commandments.   
  
True worship of God is from a heart wholeheartedly captured and informed by God's 
Word, because of the work of God's Spirit.  Thus one of the reasons why "Reforming" 
congregations have always placed the Word central in worship.  That is why in 
"Reforming" congregations there is a call to worship from Scripture, as well as a scriptural 
greeting that opens up the worship-dialogue and a benediction from Scripture closing the 
worship-dialogue.   



  
In "Reforming" worship, God is greeting us with His Word at the beginning and 
closing with His Word at the end so that our entire worship, as well as our lives 
would be found in between, identified in the pages of His Story, and living in His 

light from morning to evening each and every day! 
  
In "Reforming" congregations there is also a great deal of Scripture read from the Old 
and New Covenants each worship service, in addition to the sermon text.  The focus is 
always on the Word of God because "God speaks", his people listen, and then we 
respond! 
  
It is tempting in an age of images to forget the Word-Centered quality of worship.  
Because many of us have been brought up on an abundance of images, it is challenging 
and difficult for us to pay attention to what is read and preached through words.  But this 
is part of our culture that we must also bring under the Lordship of Jesus!  We should 
resist this image-centered tendency with God's help as much as any other cultural or 
worldly tendency that seeks to cause us to live according to the pattern of this age 
(Romans 12:1-2).   
  
Seeking after Word-Centered worship is also part of our spiritual act of worship in offering 
ourselves up as a living sacrifice and renewing of our minds by the Word of God! 
  
We will be unable to rightly worship because we are not rightly informed!  Not only 
informed about Who God is, how to approach Him in Christ, understanding what He has 
graciously done for us, we will not be able to truly worship God because we will be 
seeking him in a shallow and uninformed manner, only seeking to satisfy ourselves and 
our own desires for what we think is real worship revealed through our feelings. 
  
Think about it: If a congregation of Christ's sheep, instead of being Word-Centered and 
fed primarily on the Word, is being merely fed on a diet of short, catchy praise ditties 
without much theological content in their worship, then the response from these 
malnourished sheep will be short, catchy praise ditties without much theological content 
in response to God in their worship.  In other words, as the old saying goes concerning 
what we eat physically: "You are what you eat".  So, it can be applied spiritually here with 
regards to worship.  "We are spiritually what we eat!"  Our dialogue in worship will reflect 
what we are hearing! 
  
Yet true worship in spirit and truth, must come from the Word of God.  God meets His 
people every Lord's Day, through the ordained minister, who stands in Christ's place, 
proclaiming not merely jokes, good manners, stories, and his own experiences, but 
proclaiming the Christ Who saves through the Word God speaks (Heb. 1:1-2).  
  

 In an age of images, we must always remember that faith does not come by 
images, but still comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of Christ (Romans 

10:17). 
  
This doesn't mean we will not have to work at being Word-Centered and Word-Focused 
people in worship- - we will!  It will take a greater amount of grace for us to pay attention 
to the word read, sung, and preached.  We will often be tempted to find the surroundings 
too hot, too cold, too many children crying, too much work to do when I get home or to 
the office, too long of a sermon, too many songs to sing, etc.   
  
When all we are truly and really saying if we are honest with ourselves is that it is too 
hard to listen to God's Word and we don't often find it as interesting as we ought because 
we've wasted a lot of time not listening, not paying attention, relying merely on images 
and stories to make the point! 



  
Alright, then!  Hard work, but not too hard by God's grace.  God has given His Word to 
us, so that His people, saturated by the reading, singing, and hearing of His Word, can 
appropriately and honestly respond to the living God in praise, prayer, petitions and 
obedience!  If God has chosen to grow His people by His Word, then why do we seek 
anything else?  If God calls His Only Begotten Son, the Incarnate Word (John 1:14), then 
why would we want to try and worship Him in any other way than by and through His 
Word that tells us about the salvation and grace that has been shown to us in Jesus??!! 
  
Worship is wholeheartedly honest and truthful, from the heart when the Word is central 
and we dialogue with the living God in our worship.  Think about it!  When you are 
convicted of sin, you respond in true repentance (that's worship in spirit and truth); when 
you are sad because life is upside down because of sin, you are suffering and you hear 
God's Word of comfort, you respond with your own sadness to God, but with living hope 
(that's worship in spirit and truth); when you are feeling rightfully guilty for breaking God's 
commandments, rather than descending introspectively into shame, you hear that God 
has sent a Savior who was shamed for you, and you respond in belief all over again, 
knowing that Jesus truly loves you and is the Savior of your soul (that's worship in spirit 
and truth). 
  

If Christ is not central in worship, we will be; If Christ's commandments are not 
heeded with regards to worship, our ideas and traditions will be; if worship is not 
Word-Centered and understood as a dialogue with God, then we will not be able 

truly to worship in spirit and truth. 
  
This is not a comprehensive analysis of worship from John 4:20-24 as I said earlier, but 
hopefully it is a help and a beginning to at least rethink the way you and your 
congregation do worship now.  Would you say your worship is Christ-Centered, Christ-
Commanded, and a true Dialogue with God in spirit and truth?  Seek the LORD and pray 
that He would work in and through you to become even more "Reforming" in your 
worship in this coming year. 
  
Don't seek to overwhelm others in your congregations with your understanding of true 
worship.  Don't think pridefully you're the only one who understands true worship 
(because if you think this, you really don't understand because you are probably 
worshipping God insincerely while looking around you and judging those around you 
because you know they are wrong).  Don't think this kind of biblical reformation and 
continual reforming can come overnight!   
  
But neither be scared and frightened by men to tell the truth and stand for biblical truth in 
love this year!  Remember love for others covers a multitude of sins.  You can influence 
people so much more if you first live true worship, teach true worship, love true worship, 
and make connections with others who have never experienced true worship because 
they have been so concerned with themselves and their own felt needs! 
  
If you want a comprehensive collection of balanced essays on worshipping God in spirit 
and truth, you should begin with a brand new book dedicated to the memory, ministry, 
and work of Dr. James Montgomery Boice.  The book is entitled Give Praise to God: A 
Vision for Reforming Worship- Celebrating the Legacy of James Montgomery 
Boice, Edited by Ryken, Thomas, and Duncan III (P&R, 2003).  Please purchase this 
from www.wtsbook.org, so that you might contribute to the ongoing work at Westminster 
Theological Seminary. 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

 

http://www.wtsbook.org/
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WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  

 
JOHN 4:27-54: "THE HARVEST AND THE HEALING"- PT. 1 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
Introduction 
  
Seeing is believing?  
Only when we are seeing with eyes fixed on Jesus by faith can we truly see He and His 
work- -otherwise we are blind to Jesus and His Work. 
  
The disciples come back from getting food while they are in Samaria.  Jesus has been 
doing the will of the Father in revealing Himself to one sinful, Samaritan woman that will 
become many Samaritans in the town.  What will begin as a small seed being sowed by 
Jesus in his conversation and revealing himself to her, will become a harvest of people 
who will become disciples of Jesus and be brought into the Kingdom.   
  
But do the disciples of Jesus see this yet?  Are they able to see the harvest all around 
them?  Are we today able to see all that Jesus can do through us as the sower and the 
reaper work together in the Lord's harvest?  As we approach John 4:27-54, let us 
remember Jesus' words to His disciples in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 9: 
  

"And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease 

and every affliction. 
36

 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

37
 Then 

he said to his disciples,  
  

"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 

 
  
Our passage in John 4 today concerning the harvest is about whether we as Jesus' 
followers truly believe and can see the harvest that is always before us and all around us 
in these final days since Jesus has come! 
  
Part 1: The Harvest- SEE WITH EYES OF FAITH 
27 

Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a 
woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?"  
  
Jesus had a providential moment of proclamation so that he could reveal himself to the 
sinful Samaritan woman in John 4:1-26.  Now the disciples return, and what was sown is 
about to be witnessed as a great harvest for them to see.  When the disciples return and 
see Jesus doing the unthinkable -- talking to a sinful Samaritan woman, they do not 
speak or ask what was naturally on their minds. 
  
Why did the disciples not ask Jesus about this? Perhaps it was confusion, or the disciples 
were pondering Jesus’ purpose?  At this time, it was written in the tradition of the rabbis 
that to speak to a woman (including one's wife) rather than focusing on Torah/Law was a 
straight path to Gehenna (or hell).  So, the disciples of Jesus would have indeed 
"marveled"!!  Remember, part of the disciples' training throughout Jesus' earthly ministry 
was better understanding Who he was, but also what he was doing. 
  
Jesus has just told the sinful Samaritan woman about real drink and the eternal spring of 
water that will remain in those who believe forever.  Now he will teach the disciples about 

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


real food.  He teaches them that the real food that Jesus has is doing the Father's will.  
The emphasis I want to place here is on the present active word "doing".  The food that 
Jesus offers his disciples and us today is a constant food of nourishment and fulfillment 
that comes from a present tense, active "doing of God's will".  But do we SEE what is to 
be done around us?  The disciples at this point do not SEE the will of the Father around 
them yet, and many times neither do we today! 
  
Jesus will use the real food to teach them about their seeing!  Now notice the disciples 
are confused and mixed up about this food as well.  Just as the Pharisees had 
misunderstood Jesus' words about the Temple in John 2; just as Nicodemus had 
misunderstood Jesus' words about being "born from above" in John 3; just as the sinful, 
Samaritan woman had misunderstood Jesus' words about living water; so now the 
disciples misunderstand Jesus' words about real food. 
 
31 

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 
32 

But he said to them, "I 
have food to eat that you do not know about." 

33 
So the disciples said to one another, 

"Has anyone brought him something to eat?" 
34 

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do 
the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 

35 
Do you not say, 'There 

are yet four months, then comes the harvest'?  
  
How does the real food of God's will instruct us as to our seeing.  Well, remember the 
importance of seeing by faith in the Book of John.  Here are some passages that we can 
recall up to this point about seeing and believing.  The emphasis of the seeing is always 
on the Lord Jesus and His Work! 
  

In John 1:39, Andrew and Peter were encouraged by Jesus: "He said to 
them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the 
tenth hour. 

 
In John 1:46, Philip invites Nathaniel to come to Jesus:  "Nathanael said 
to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 
him, "Come and see." 

 
In John 1:50, Jesus is strengthening Nathaniel's faith in Him:  "Jesus 
answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' 
do you believe? You will see greater things than these." 

 
In John 3:3, Jesus told Nicodemus about the importance of being able to 
see the Kingdom of God:  Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
  
Now in John 4:29, ironically, it is not the disciples who see around 
them, but a sinful, Samaritan woman who has eyes to see the harvest 
around her.  She says to the crowds in the Samaritan village: "Come, 
see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 

 
"My Food" 
Jesus’ food was God’s will for lost people- -what is your food?  I don't think we trust Jesus 
enough oftentimes with believing and seeing around us day in and day out the lost and 
hurting people he brings along our path.  I don't know that we often believe the power of 
His word and the comfort and hope it brings to lost sinners!  I pray sometimes that the 
Lord Jesus would cause me to see better those hurting and lost, without hope in the 
world and to reach out to them as best as I can in the way that is natural for my 
personality. 
  



For some people, outreaching to the lost seems to come naturally.  To others, perhaps 
with shy or introverted kinds of personalities, it becomes more difficult.  However, for 
each kind of personality, for each kind of person, God has made you the way you are so 
that you have special outreach and ministry to others that is genuinely unique!   
  
Think about it: There is no one else exactly like you in personality and in the way you 
think and communicate.  Additionally, where you have been placed providentially for 
proclamation of God's purposes is the place where you naturally through your own 
personality and your own manner, reach out and tell the world through you life, but also 
through your words the hope that you have in Jesus. 
  
This doesn't necessarily mean that you will preach the gospel on a street corner or at the 
front of a bus, or that you will hand out tracts to reach the lost.  What evangelism and the 
harvest of Jesus is about is SEEING, or beginning to SEE the harvest of Christ's people 
who have been predestined from the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3ff), and believing 
this enough to bring the words of truth to bear upon the people of your town, home, 
community, office, or in whatever surrounding you find yourself. 
  
Now let's notice verse 34 again: 
  

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work.  

  
Simultaneously Seeing and Serving 
Jesus is teaching his disciples to believe and SEE the harvest before them.  There 
seems to be a subtle rebuke here.  The disciples were doing something quite harmless- - 
they were going to get food, nothing inherently wrong with such a thing.  We are physical 
beings who need physical sustenance.  But what I think Jesus is teaching them about the 
real food of accomplishing the Father's work is that you can get food and you can SEE 
the harvest and accomplish the Father's will -- at the same time!  This means you can be 
simultaneously seeing the harvest and serving the Lord each and every day! 
  
In other words, we so often compartmentalize our lives.  Our worship of God goes here, 
our family is here, our evangelism goes there; our eating and drinking goes here, our 
physical needs are there, and here is where we place our spiritual needs, etc.  What it 
seems Jesus wants to teach the disciples and us today is to avoid compartmentalizing 
our lives and to see that our ultimate goal in life, as we go along our normal journeys 
throughout the day, is to glorify God by SEEING the harvest that is always around us in 
these last days since Jesus has come. 
  
As the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins: "What is the chief end (or purpose) of 
man?" Answer: "To glorify God and to enjoy him forever."  In this brief summary of the 
meaning of life, there is no compartmentalizing of our faith and love for Jesus, nor a 
separation of our physical and spiritual lives, rather all of our lives are to be for the 
purpose of glorifying and enjoying God every day of our lives, no matter what we are 
doing.   
  
Our relationship and walk with Jesus as his disciples is to be sensitive, alert, and 

watchful as we prayerfully seek to find true fulfillment in not merely worrying about 
ourselves, but concerned about the lost sheep of Jesus Who have no shepherd. 

  
Going to dinner? SEE the harvest!  Going to meet a friend? SEE the harvest!  Going to 
school, to work, to the office, to the store, to the ends of the earth perhaps? SEE the 
harvest! 
  



At the end of the day, the disciples were being self-centered and selfish.  Jesus needed 
water and sought it, but he also used it as an opportunity to do the Father's will because 
He could SEE the harvest around him in Samaria.  The disciples in contrast to our Lord 
Jesus go off to get some food, even though they know (and are informed by the present 
hostility and prejudice of Samaritan people) that Samaria needs to know their Lord Jesus 
too! 
  
In contrast to the disciples, the woman didn't merely forget why she originally came to the 
well, she would have satisfied her physical thirst later.  What happened to her here 
however was that her priorities changed and she left her water jar- - she didn't forget the 
water jar- - she left her water jar because of the joy of now having her soul's thirst 
quenched and she longed to eat of the food of doing God's will.   
  

The sinful, Samaritan woman- - even BEFORE THE DISCIPLES WHO ARE 
CLOSEST TO JESUS, SEES the harvest in her own town and so the Samaritans 
come running to find the Living Water for their own souls!  Notice the abundant 

harvest that comes through the woman's witness and Jesus' word! 
  
28 

So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 

29 
"Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 

30 
They went out of the town and were coming to him.  

 
Because of the witness of the woman and the word of Jesus "they went out of the town 
and were (continuously) coming to him!"  Jesus, in his instruction to his disciples, then 
asks them about the harvest.  He again uses the physical, yearly harvest to explain the 
significance of the spiritual, daily harvest that is before us all in these times before Jesus 
comes! 
 
The Age of the Harvest 
35 

Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look, I tell 
you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 

36 
Already the 

one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower 
and reaper may rejoice together. 

37 
For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and 

another reaps.' 
38 

I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labor."  
 
The time of the harvest had come in Jesus, so Jesus teaches the disciples concerning 
the great harvest of his Kingdom by pointing to an accurate statement and familiar 
proverb that agrarian people would have understood at this time.  Jesus says this saying 
is true: ‘One sows and another reaps’ (v. 37).  Then he explains, that in contrast this 
saying is no longer true: ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’ (v. 
35). 
  
What Jesus means is that the harvest has come NOW, in Him.  Remember, back in 4:23-
24: "A time is coming, and IS NOW here when worshippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth...for the Father is seeking such worshippers."   
  
The harvest, the "food that Jesus has that the disciples do not know about" is the food of 
seeking a harvest of worshippers who are not hidden away in a hole in the ground, or far 
away to the ends of the earth (although they can be there too!), but a harvest of 
worshippers who are RIGHT THERE where they are, where they live.  The same is true 
for us.  If we could only SEE by God's grace, we would SEE a harvest of worshippers 
RIGHT HERE- -where we are, where we live! 
  

In Jesus, the harvest had begun!   
  



This was the end times harvest that was spoken about in Amos 9:13- 
  
ESV 

Amos 9:13 "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when the 
plowman shall overtake the reaper and the treader of grapes him who sows the 
seed; the mountains shall drip sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it." 
  
The Prophet Amos saw a day coming (and when this terminology is used: "Behold, the 
days are coming" it refers to the last and final days, the last act of the world, or this 
present age) when reaper and sower would be rejoicing together!  This time had dawned 
with the coming of Jesus.   
  

The Age of the Harvest is now here - -Rejoice!   
  
All of the Old Covenant, including the teaching of Moses, the Prophets, all the way up to 
John the Baptist had been preparatory.  This former time had been a time of sowing the 
seed of the Word.  But NOW a time had come in Jesus the Word, when the sowing would 
continue (Matthew 13- Parable of the Sower), but the harvest would also begin!  Sower 
and reaper would work together in God's vineyard! 
  
Let's think about a harvest.  It is sometimes difficult for us to understand this imagery in a 
non-agrarian culture.  We are far removed many times from the thinking of sowing and 
reaping because our thinking has been influenced more by the culture of a modern, 
mechanical age.   
  

A harvest implies planting, growing, dependence upon God.  A harvest is a slow 
process that is difficult for us to understand.  We forget how many seeds have 

been already planted in people's hearts around us when we talk to them about our 
Lord Jesus. 

  
Sowing is a difficult task, yet harvest was always a time of rejoicing.  Sowing was the 
beginning of the planting process, harvesting was the end.  Sowing was a time of waiting, 
harvesting meant the time had come.  Jesus is saying that the sowers and the reapers 
NOW will do their work together for the time of rejoicing, the end, the harvesting time that 
would be ultimately fulfilled at the end of the world, had come in Him!  The time of sowing 
was the time awaiting the Messiah who now speaks to those who have ears to hear (cf. 
John 4:26- "I who speak to you am he"), the time of harvest is the fullness of the times 
that have now dawned in Jesus (cf. Galatians 4:4). 
  
"Real Food" 
This is Jesus’ real food: to do the will of the Father.  The real food of this agrarian culture 
would have been when the time of the harvest came and they would all rejoice with bread 
and wine!   
  

The real food of Jesus' harvest is always present tense in our everyday lives!   
  
We do not have to wait for the harvest, it is present in Jesus and His Word.  We are 
called (with the disciples) no longer to merely be on the defense as the people of God, 
but to "GO" forward, on the offensive making disciples and being reapers of God's Word.  
Listen to the joyous message from God through the Prophet Isaiah: 
  
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the LORD. 

9
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10

 "For as the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

11
 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 



but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 

12
 "For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 

mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands. 
  
Jesus is teaching the disciples to be participants in the sowing and reaping- -primarily the 
reaping- -for the time has NOW come!  In going forward, not merely getting accustomed 
to hanging out with Jesus, but getting accustomed to going and while going for food, or 
anything else in life, their ultimate goal as disciples of Jesus would be to take part in the 
harvest. 
  
The food they sought was physical food that comes from a mere earthly harvest.  Jesus 
is saying (not that we do not need this food), but to make your ultimate priority the 
obtaining of spiritual food that is from a spiritual harvest of souls- - thus doing the will of 
the Father! 

Matthew 13:16-17- But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and 
your ears, for they hear. 

17
 Truly, I say to you, many prophets 

and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 

Look Around You!  What Do You SEE? 
Let's think about this message to ourselves today.  How many times do we take our “in 
house” status for granted in the covenant?  How many times are we guilty of not SEEING 
the lost around us, or assuming that these are the kind of people who would not want the 
gospel?  Remember, that is exactly what the disciples, under Jesus' covenantal word, 
nurture, and care apparently thought.  The sinful, Samaritan woman would have been the 
most unlikely candidate for gospel witness as a sower and reaper of God's Word! 
  

I was too!  And I am writing this to you (that's a Postmodern moment I just had!) 
  
Yet there's the irony!  You would have thought the Jews to be the first who proclaimed 
Jesus' message to the world.  He came to His own, but His own received him not!  
Ironically, a sinful Samaritan woman (with the emphases on Samaritan and woman) 
becomes the first reaper of the Lord's end-time harvest.  What the prophets of Israel 
proclaimed would come in Messiah was first carried out by Israel's despised enemies! 
  
How about you? Are you merely going about your daily business being inside the 
covenant, close and comfortable to Jesus, or do you think to reach out to the most 
unlikely people?  Look around you where you are- - what do you SEE-  -blind, ignorant 
sinners? Or, a harvest that will come by God's Spirit and His Word?  What do you SEE?   
  
Seeing is believing!  That is, if you can see the harvest by God's grace, you will believe 
that God has prepared a people to hear His Word.  You will also SEE and believe that he 
has providentially placed you for proclamation in your place!  
  
There is a harvest - -you ain’t seen nothing yet- -we must believe that Jesus is faithful to 
call his own!  But do we believe this? Jesus is teaching his disciples (and will be 
throughout their ministry) to see with eyes of faith.  We oftentimes see only ourselves in 
our lives - -we can’t (or rather, don’t see past the end of our noses).  
 

Jesus wants to train our sight to see His work! 
  

 
Notice the final words of our passage: 
  



"Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's 
testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." 

40 
So when the Samaritans came to him, 

they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days.  
  

And many more believed because of his word.  
  
42 

They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the 
Savior of the world." 
 
The Samaritans believe- - faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ 
(Romans 10:13-17).  Christ's message penetrated the sinful Samaritan woman's heart, 
and this message that bore fruit in her life by faith became a larger harvest when Jesus 
used her as his instrument of grace to tell more about the good news of His Word!  Think 
about it: It all starts with our telling others who Jesus is and what He has done in our 
lives, that leads others to the Word of Truth - -the fount of all knowledge and 
understanding about the Lord Jesus Christ!  Remember the words of the Apostle Paul to 
the Romans: 

 
Romans 10:13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

14
 

But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear 
without someone preaching? 

15
 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 

As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" 
16

 
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed 
what he has heard from us?" 

17
 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through 

the word of Christ. 
 

The Disciples get to ultimately see the last days, end of the world harvest begin in 
Samaria as every tribe, tongue, people and nation (beginning with Samaria) are realizing 
that Jesus is “the Savior of the World”! 

 
 
The Harvest Time is NOW! 
What do you SEE? Merely yourself, your own family, what is only expedient and good for 
you?  Ask the Lord Jesus to give you eyes to SEE the harvest.  Do you believe?  The 
disciples did not learn their lesson for good this day, there was still much for them to 
learn.  In fact, at the end of John's gospel the disciple Thomas is still wanting to SEE in 
order to believe.  Jesus gives us all hope for today as he tells Thomas and us: "Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed."   
  
We must see with eyes of faith- -we must believe that we live in the last days time of the 
harvest!  May we long to sow and reap as the harvest is white before us, may the Lord 
truly give us eyes of faith to SEE! 
 

John 20:29-31: Jesus said to [Thomas], "Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed." 

30
 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 
31

 but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 
The Final Harvest on the Last Day 
On the final day, when Christ shall return to close the end of the age and the last days 
harvest, he shall ultimately reap a great harvest of people who he has loved from the 
foundation of the world.  For others, who did not know his grace, who never believed 



Jesus' Word, they will be punished and reap a harvest according to the evil they have 
sown throughout their lives.   
  
This Final Day will be a day of grace for those who have sowed God's Word and who 
have believed and participated in the harvest of grace.  For those who have not believed, 
this Final Day will be a harvest of wrath, destruction and eternal death!  Read carefully 
the words found in Revelation 14:14-20: 
  
Revelation 14:14-20- Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the 
cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in 
his hand. 

15
 And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to 

him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has 
come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe." 

16
 So he who sat on the cloud 

swung his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped. 
17

 Then another angel 
came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 

18
 And another 

angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he 
called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, "Put in your sickle 
and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe." 

19
 So the 

angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the 
earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 

20
 And the 

winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as 
high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. 
  
May we seek the Lord while he may be found!  May we call upon him and encourage 
others to do the same while he is near.  May we remember that the LORD is patient, not 
wanting any to perish, but for all (throughout the world, every tongue, tribe, people, and 
nation) to come to repentance and know that Jesus is the Savior of the World!   
  
Jesus laid down his life for sinners, he sowed his body to the LORD in death and reaped 
the wrath of God we so richly deserve for our sins.  God was faithful to His perfect Son 
and raised Him from the dead as the first fruits of the Age to Come!  Jesus death was his 
sowing for us, his resurrection was God's reaping for us so that we might be given his 
Spirit and live with him eternally in the New Heavens and New Earth. 
  
Remember the hope of our resurrection on the Great and Last Day of the Harvest from 
the Apostle Paul's letter to the Corinthians! 
  
1 Corinthians 15:42-50: So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 

43
 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in 

glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 
44

 It is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 

45
 

Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. 

46
 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, 

and then the spiritual. 
47

 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. 

48
 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 

of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 
49

 
Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image 
of the man of heaven. 

50
 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
  
Coming Next Week: "The Healing: SEEING with Eyes of Faith"- Pt. 2 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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 WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT  
 

JOHN 4:27-54: "THE HARVEST AND THE HEALING"- PT. 2 
REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 

 
Introduction 
Part 2: The Healing- "BELIEVE AND YOU WILL SEE WITH EYES OF FAITH" 
  
It is axiomatic to say “life is hard”.  We are all born into this world crying and gasping for 
air.  It may be a bit of a cliché’ to say that "life is hard", but we do not actually think about 
life being hard, well, until something in life causes life to be hard for us- -then we 
understand that life is hard and quite difficult. 
 
What we do, and how we react when life is hard is worth considering.  Whether rich or 
poor, whether Jew or Gentile, all people need Jesus the Christ to make sense of this 
“hard and difficult” life under the sun.  In our passage from John 4:28-42 in the last issue, 
we learned that Jesus is Lord of the Harvest and the time of the end-time harvest has 
begun in Jesus.  We learned how Jesus wanted to teach us to be able to SEE the 
harvest all around us.  In contrast, in today's passage we learn how Jesus wants to train 
our faith to believe His Word.  Many who saw the signs and wonders Jesus performed 
still did not believe -- but one did: a nobleman from Herod's castle. 
  
Jesus challenges the nobleman to believe without sight!  The signs and wonders point to 
the person of Jesus and his ability to save and heal.  So in today's passage we will learn 
that: 
 
Jesus not only wants to train our eyes to see His work - -he wants to train our faith 

to believe His Word! 
 
In John 4:43-54, there is a change of scenery back to Galilee to form an inclusio, a 
closing to the first part of John’s Gospel where Jesus first performed SIGN-ificant Signs 
in Cana of Galilee.  Whereas the previous passage taught that “seeing is believing”, this 
passage is about “believing is seeing”.  Do we see the harvest and believe that it is a 
present-tense reality in these last days?  Do we believe Jesus' Word and see what Jesus 
is doing in our lives even when we don't fully understand? 
  
Do we believe the Word of Jesus, then see what he is doing, or do we have to see 

first, then believe? 
  

John 4:46-54 
46 

So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 

47 
When this man heard that Jesus 

had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal 
his son, for he was at the point of death.  
 

48 
So Jesus said to him, "Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe." 

 
49 

The official said to him, "Sir, come down before my child dies." 
50 

Jesus said to him, 
"Go; your son will live."  
 

The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 
  

http://www.aplacefortruth.org/woe


51 
As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 

52 
So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, 

"Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 
53 

The father knew that was the hour 
when Jesus had said to him, "Your son will live." And he himself believed, and all his 
household. 

54 
This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from 

Judea to Galilee. 
  
Life is Hard for All -- both Rich and Poor 
The Book of Ecclesiastes teaches us that for both the rich and the poor sickness, 
suffering and death will eventually come as a reality to all.  In the Book of Job, we find a 
righteous, rich and wealthy man named Job, who experiences the hardness of life in the 
most exasperating and extreme of ways.   
  
In John 4:46-54 we have a rich and wealthy nobleman whose son is dying.  The 
nobleman is a royal official of King Herod.  Though there are some similarities to the 
healing of the Centurion's servant in Matthew 8, this is a different occasion.  The 
nobleman, or royal official is a "Basilikos" (Gr.), and this should be translated as one who 
is royal or in a royal family.  He is a Jew who is in the royal family of Herod.  In our 
passage, the Apostle John is reminding us in this scene with the nobleman that position, 
power, or potential in this life will not keep us from experience pain, sickness, suffering, 
and ultimately death. 
  
Many rich and wealthy people think that their wealth and riches can keep them safe and 
happy and from all harm.  But when something like pain, illness, or incurable sickness 
afflicts them, all the money in the world cannot help them.  Both rich and poor, both those 
who have as well as those who have not in this world deal with difficulty and hardship 
"under the sun".  But behind it all, as Christians, we should see and believe that 
God works out all things for the good who He loves and are called according to His 
purpose (Romans 8:28ff). 
 
When life is hard for you, do you believe Jesus?  I didn't say "Do you believe in Jesus?" 
But "Do you believe Jesus?"  Or, do you just seek him when you can actually 
understand and SEE HIM working (positively and according to your will) in your life?  
Think about it. 
 
In our story today, the rich and wealthy nobleman of King Herod believes- -THEN SEES 
because he simply takes Jesus at his word.  Jesus has just brought the gospel to a poor 
Samaritan woman, now he brings the gospel of His grace to a rich and wealthy nobleman 
and his family! 
 
We learned in the last passage that Jesus wants to train our eyes to see His work.  

In this passage we learn that Jesus wants to train our faith to believe His Word. 
 
Do You Take Jesus at His Word? 
You know as Christians we do alright when Jesus is “good to us” and when all thing are 
going the way we would like them to go.  
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) a relative dies – “Why?” we ask!   
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) my bank account is low and bills are still 
coming in- - “Why? We ask!   
  
But then- - unexpectedly (to you, not to God) you lose a friend in a silly 
misunderstanding, you grow sick, you or someone you love is hurt badly and 
handicapped in an apparently meaningless accident, you lose your business because 
someone else made a stupid mistake, etc. etc. the list goes on! 



 
Then we realize  “life is hard” and this becomes so much more than a cliché’ and we 
don’t care that it is obviously axiomatic, we cry: “Why?!!” 
 
Well, for the nobleman in this passage, he takes Jesus by faith and believes Jesus’ Word 
to him even before he sees a change.  We oftentimes go long periods of time of 
experiencing the difficulty and hardness of life before we SEE the answered prayers from 
Jesus. 
 
However, we must always take him at his Word, believing that He cares and loves and 
knows what is best for us.  In other words, we must believe if we are ever going to truly 
see the hand of God in our everyday difficult and hard lives.  As Jesus showed himself 
the Lord of the Harvest in the last passage, here Jesus reveals himself as the Creator 
God who speaks words of healing and life! 
 
A Time to Laugh, A Time to Mourn 
Compare for a moment the scene at Cana in chapter 2 of John.  It was a wedding feast if 
you remember, a time of beginning, a time of celebration.  This scene at the end of 
chapter 4 is a death scene.  A nobleman’s son is dying, it is the end of his life, and will 
become a time of mourning for all those related to him and in the community- - Yet Jesus 
heals him and changes the course of history! 
 
What would have been a day of mourning, becomes a day of rejoicing because this 
nobleman took Jesus at his word!  Jesus is here for us at the beginning and at the 

time of celebration, but he is also here for us at the end and at the time of 
mourning.  Only Jesus can make sense of the difficulty and hardness of life under 

the sun. 
 
As the Teacher in Ecclesiastes says: 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: 

2 
a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up what is planted; 
3 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, 

and a time to build up; 
4 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 

time to dance; 
5 
a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a 

time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 
a time to seek, and a time 

to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 
a time to love, and a time to hate; a 

time for war, and a time for peace. 
9 
What gain has the worker from his toil? 

10 
I 

have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. 
11 

He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's 
heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the 
end. 

12 
I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do 

good as long as they live; 
13 

also that everyone should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all his toil- this is God's gift to man. 
 
Do you believe Jesus is the Great Healer and the One Who gives His Word to you as a 
comfort and a guide. Do you believe his Word, even when you don’t apparently SEE His 
hand in your difficult and hard situation in life.  In the Book of Ecclesiastes, "under the 
sun" is the phrase used to describe man's finite and limited vantage point as creatures.  
The book reminds us that we need more than our observations, we need a divine and 
infinite perspective on life that only God can give to us in His revelation- - His Word.  In 
other words, we need God's Word, we need to take God at His Word, even from our 
limited and finite perspective, things do not seem right, but vanity, or meaningless (which 
is another translation of the word translated "vanity" in Ecclesiastes). 
  



Ecclesiastes 1:2-3: Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity. 

3
 What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?  

  
 
 
Do you understand that Jesus came “under the sun” to identify with us, to sympathize 
with our weaknesses and to defeat death, hell and the devil along with all suffering 
caused by these three?!  Do you believe His Word to you?  Jesus is the One who came 
"under the sun" to show us the way "above the sun" to the Heavenly Father!  Jesus is the 
One who came "under the sun" to teach us how to interpret our lives rightly from God's 
sovereign perspective "above the sun".  In John 3, Jesus told Nicodemus about 
"Heavenly Reality" or revelation "from above" (3:3-11), here he teaches in the healing of 
the nobleman's son that we can believe this "Heavenly Reality" and revelation Jesus 
brings below to all of us who still live "under the sun"! 
  
How many times do you think God is less than alive, active, or accessible in your own life 
when you do not see what God can do, but doesn’t in your own life. 

 
God can, but doesn’t- - do you still trust Him as a Person? Do you still depend 

upon Him for your hope? 
  

 
As we learned in the last story of the Lord of the Harvest, Jesus’ Word is powerful 
to save and to change hearts, His Word is also powerful to calm anxiety and take 
away your fears and to calm and comfort you in your time of difficulty and pain.   

 
Do you see even when you don’t believe that there is a great harvest of lost souls? Do 
you believe even when you don’t see that Jesus is in control of all of your life - -even the 
most difficult and painful of times? 
 
Jesus says: "I Will Never Leave You Nor Forsake You" 
The nobleman believed, because he took Jesus at His Word- - then the next day, he 
SAW with his own eyes the truth of Christ and his entire family believed!  Sometimes our 
belief, even when we don’t see, becomes the eyes for others to believe and also see.  
Biblical faith is family faith.  This nobleman took Jesus at his Word, which ultimately 
means that he submitted to the Word of God as His authority.  Then this nobleman, as 
head of his household, submitted his entire family to Jesus' Word.  Your belief, even 
when you don't fully SEE God's hand in your life can become the eyes of belief and sight 
for others to SEE JESUS!  Never forget that!  People are watching you and how you 
respond when life is hard. 
 
I will never forget my friend and spiritual mentor Charles Waddy in Atlanta, Georgia.  He 
taught me and discipled me in the ways of grace and knowing Jesus.  When life became 
extremely difficult and hard for he and his family when he was diagnosed with incurable 
cancer, he was a true encouragement and example of God’s grace and mercy for he 
believed God even when He could not see him and his hand of help in his suffering. 
 
This taught me to always be aware by God’s grace, to the best of my ability, that Jesus is 
always near to us.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever!  
  

Jesus is always with us even to the end of the Age and we can take comfort that 
even though we will never understand all difficult and hard circumstances in our 

life- - HE DOES and he will never leave us nor forsake us.   
  
Jesus as Lord of the End of the Age, is the Sovereign God and Merciful Healer who 
comforts us in our time of difficulty (2 Cor. 1). 



 
For His Name’s sake, he will do with us only that which is the best from his Sovereign 
and Great point of view!  He will never allow His own to be put to shame or to be 
condemned.  We often think that if we are having a difficult and hard time in life, then it 
must be due to a particular sin.  We must always remember that this is not true as we will 
see later in John 9. 
 
What is your concern today in the difficulty and hardness of your life?  Whatever your 
difficulty, be reminded to take Jesus at His Word.  Be reminded to seek him with all your 
heart even though you are confused and surrounded by your pain.  Ask the LORD for 
help and grace to know through His Word that He loves you and cares for you and is 
WITH YOU. 
  
Perhaps today you are not going through a particularly difficult time.  Well, use them time 
as a preparatory time to remind yourself of these truths.  For all who follow Jesus will deal 
with sorrw and pain.  Yet Jesus’ joy will be with and in us as we have the power of His 
Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us. 
  
Will all the “IF Christians” Please Stand Up 
Before we end our study, let's go back to the opening verses of our passage found in 
John 4:43-45 and consider what it means to be an "IF Christian".  In John 4:43-45 at first 
glance, some interpreters get confused.  Jesus is returning to Galilee and it says in v. 44 
that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown, yet then in v. 45 Jesus is welcomed 
with open arms.  
  
The verses seem inconsistent, but you want to appreciate the clause "having seen all 
that he had one in Jerusalem at the feast".  The Galileans wouldn't have normally 
welcomed Jesus, but they had seen what he could do.  In other words, these people 
welcomed Jesus merely for what he could not rather than for Who He was (God in the 
flesh!!).  That is why Jesus' comment to the crowd is so sharp in John 4:48: "Unless you 
see signs and wonders, you will not believe." 
 
John 4:43-45: After the two days he departed for Galilee. 

44 
(For Jesus himself had 

testified that a prophet has no honor in his own hometown.) 
45 

So when he came to 
Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 
the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.  
 
The point is that once again Jesus knows what is in the hearts of the people and 
he knows that they are merely following him and coming to him to see what he will do.  
There is no faith in Jesus’ person, just his miracles (John 2:23-25). 
  
John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in 
his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 

24
 But Jesus on his part did 

not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25

 and needed no one to 
bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
  
Are you the kind of person who only will follow Jesus IF he does what you ask him to do?  
Or are you the Christian who does what Jesus asks you to do, no matter what, and come 
what may- -even the difficult and hard circumstances?  It is worth asking the question to 
yourself? 
  
There were many “IF Christians” in the crowds following Jesus – those who were not 
disciples but mere followers who were waiting on Jesus to do something else that was 
great.   
  



Do you have to see, or even feel Jesus in his works to believe and know that he 
loves you?  Or, do you take him at his Word?   

 
In other words, do you focus and worship Jesus merely when you see him and feel him 
as you would have him? Or, can you see him in His Word and know He is the Person that 
He claims to be. 
 
Walk by Faith- -Your Faith in Jesus' Word will become Sight! 
 
When you go through difficult times, do you still suffer from lack of sight and vision in 
seeing God at work? Do you question his goodness and grace toward you? OR, do you 
walk by faith?  Remember the words of the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 4.  In this 
passage, the Apostle Paul is speaking of the POWER of God's Word to those who 
believe.  Read this carefully and slowly.  Paul contrasts the Word of God that is true with 
what we see and how what we see in our suffering in this world often seems to conflict 
with what the Word of God teaches - -nevertheless we are to believe the Word of God: 
2 Corinthians 4: Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not 
lose heart. 

2 
But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to 

practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the 
truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. 

3 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. 
4 
In 

their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep 
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  
 

5 
For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves 

as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
 

6 
For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has shone in our hearts to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
7 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 

belongs to God and not to us. 
8 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; 
9 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed; 
10 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 

11 
For we who live are always being 

given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 

12 
So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

13 
Since 

we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, 
and so I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 

14 
knowing that he who 

raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence. 

15 
For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more 

people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  
 

16 
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 

nature is being renewed day by day. 
17 

For this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 

18 
as we look not 

to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

  
"Do not lose heart!"  Be careful of the “IF Christians”- - those who only followed Jesus to 
see his signs.  Then think of the nobleman and his faith of believing without seeing!  The 
real truth this passage is communicating causes us to ask the question:  
  



“Do you follow Jesus for what he can do for you, or for Who He is?!  Are you 
interested merely in his SIGNS AND WONDERS, and not interested in the One to 

Whom the SIGNS AND WONDERS point as the True God and Savior? 
 
Perhaps some people would be happier with a mere magician, a friendly shaman, or 
mind reader, or someone who could perform great feats of so-called healings that 
everyone will run to, like on some of those TV shows supposedly professing the name of 
Christ, but in reality just making a mockery out of Christianity! 
 
I talk to some people who say that if God had not taken their son, daughter, wife, 
husband, mother, father, etc. then they would not be mad at God.  I had a young lady in 
my class when I taught high school who said that the reason she didn’t believe what I 
taught was because “God had taken her Grandmother who was the only real love in her 
life.” 
 
Now don’t misunderstand, I sympathized with this young lady and I told her that I was 
sorry, but that she had a misperception and misconception about God.  God doesn’t owe 
us anything: neither life, nor happiness and health (I don’t know where this idea came 
from since we are all under the condemnation of Adam as a consequence of his sin and 
the fall of man).   
  
Life is hard and we can expect from unbelievers only, well "unbelief".  Why?  Because 
unless we take God at His Word, we will fail rightly to interpret this difficult and hard life.  
Rather than calling upon the Name of the LORD, those who do not believe, will never see 
God as Creator and LORD, and will eventually end up cursing the Name of the LORD 
because of their circumstances in this life. 
 
What we must understand is that we must seek God for Who He is and submit ourselves 
to His rule and sovereignty in our lives.  This includes submitting ourselves to Him when 
life is hard!  Now this is not easy, but it is part of our being His disciples.  Paul says that 
he wants to take part in the sufferings of Christ and even “fill up in what is lacking with 
regard to Christ’s afflictions” because those who believe have been united to the Risen 
Jesus and so can expect to suffer and be afflicted along with Him (Col. 1:24ff; Phil. 3:8-
14). 
 
What the nobleman did that was so commendable in this passage is that He believed 
Jesus.  He took Jesus at His Word.  He accepted Jesus as more than a mere miracle-
worker or magician, He accepted Him as Lord and Savior!  He looked to Jesus, God in 
the flesh, and not merely at the signs that pointed toward this reality.  The nobleman 
believed the Word of the LORD despite his circumstances and in this particular 
circumstance, Jesus healed him. 
 
Unanswered Prayers and Our Sovereign God 
Now sometimes we don’t see our prayers answered so quickly, and sometimes not at all 
in this lifetime.  What do we do then?  We still believe and take Jesus at His Word as 
hard as this might be at the time- - we still must believe! 
 
The nobleman had his belief confirmed by sight the following day, but oftentimes we do 
not receive such a quick “prayer turnaround”- -but we are still called as Jesus’ disciples to 
take Him at His Word and to believe even when we do not see!  This is not the only life 
we live and so as difficult as it may be at times, we know that Jesus shall come for us and 
restore all things, comforting us with his physical presence and renewing all things! 
 
Then there will be no suffering, no sickness, no difficulties, and life will not longer EVER 
BE HARD! 
 



The same Word of Power that God spoke into nothing as he said: “Let there be light”, and 
there was light;  
the same Word of Power that God spoke into our hearts when he said “Let there be light” 
and there was light and life in Jesus;  
the same Word of Power that God spoke to this nobleman when He says “Your son will 
live”;  
the same Word of Power that God is speaking right now to you through His Word; 
This same Word of Power is the Word that we will hear when Jesus returns either in this 
life or in the next and says to those who did not see, but believed:  
  

“ARISE”! 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-18:  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 

17 
Then we who are alive, who are left, 

will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we will always be with the Lord. 

18 
Therefore encourage one another with these 

words. 
 
May we indeed encourage each other with these words, because they are trustworthy 
and true!  Why? Because Jesus said them and we can be assured that whether it is 
tomorrow or two thousand more years, they will come to pass and we shall see Him as 
He is! 
 
Glory be to God for his grace and for Jesus Christ! 
 
Put your trust and faith wholeheartedly in Jesus’ Word today! 
 
John 20:31 was written so that those might believe and have life in Jesus- - do you 
believe?   
 
We learned in the last passage that Jesus wants to train our eyes to see His work.  

In this passage we learn that Jesus wants to train our faith to believe His Word.  
  
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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JOHN 5:1-18: "THE SIGN-IFICANT SABBATH AND 

THE SABBATH'S SIGNIFICANCE" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
  

Introduction 
"C'mon you can't be serious!  Only legalists keep the Sabbath anymore.  
Don't you know that's an outdated Puritanical idea?!  The Sabbath was 
created by man so that no one could have a good time- - it's part of a 
scheme by legalists to sap all the fun out of worship and enforce the 
worship of God with others." 
  
You may not actually say any of these comments above, but this is what 
often runs through the mind of many today in Christ's Church when the 
Sabbath is mentioned.  Unfortunately, some Christians have a tainted idea 
of the Sabbath Day, or the Lord's Day (more on this change in the study).   
  
What was created by God for man to be a joy, a time of refreshing rest 
that included restoration and redemption that reminds us of the renewal of 
all things in the future, has become for some a day of busyness, mundane 
activities, and disregard.  If only we understood better the Sabbath's 
significance.   
  
Today's study will be looking at John 5 and the "SIGN-ificant Sabbath" that 
helps us to better understand the "Sabbath's significance".  Now don't run 
off, thinking that I'm up to no good again, trying to influence you with my 
"radically Reformed" ideas!  Take the time to reflect on this study and 
perhaps you might come to think of the Sabbath as a joy yourself! 
 

John 5:1-18 
ESV John 5:1-18: After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic 
called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of 
invalids- blind, lame, and paralyzed. 4 5 One man was there who had been an 
invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he 
had already been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be healed?" 7 
The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the 
water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me." 8 Jesus 
said to him, "Get up, take up your bed, and walk." 9 And at once the man was 
healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So 
the Jews said to the man who had been healed, "It is the Sabbath, and it is not 
lawful for you to take up your bed." 11 But he answered them, "The man who 
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healed me, that man said to me, 'Take up your bed, and walk.'" 12 They asked him, 
"Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your bed and walk'?" 13 Now the man 
who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there 
was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to 
him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you."  
15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 
And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these 
things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until 
now, and I am working." 18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God 
his own Father, making himself equal with God. 
  

The Sabbath 
From the time of creation, the Sabbath has been an ordinance recognized 
by God himself and expected of his creatures (Gen. 2:2-3; Hebrews 
4:5ff).  The first Sabbath rest was when God rested from creating all things 
good by the word of His power in the space of six days!  God showed to 
his creatures that the Sabbath was important for them as well.  God set 
the pattern of the seven day week for his creatures: six days of labor and 
one day of refreshing rest that includes restoration and redemption that 
reminds us of the renewal of all things in the future. 
  
After God had redeemed his people from Egypt and brought them into 
relationship to him formally and visibly as his people, he commanded them 
in the fourth commandment to "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy."  Moses writes God's command this way: 
  
Exodus 20: 8-11: "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

9 
Six days you shall 

labor, and do all your work, 
10 

but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your 
male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is 
within your gates. 

11 
For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy." 
  
The Sabbath was important for all of creation, but after the Fall of man into 
sin and misery, the Sabbath Day became corrupted like everything else 
affected by sin.  When God called his people to himself, he began to teach 
them that the Sabbath day was significant in light of redemption as well.  
The fourth commandment gave formal instruction as to the importance of 
this day for God's people. 
  
But what was the Sabbath Day's significance for God's people?  In 
essence, it was to be a day of refreshing rest that included restoration and 
redemption that reminded God's people of the renewal of all things in 
the future.  It was to be remembered because God knew that man needed 
this day.  This is one day in seven that is "blessed and made holy by the 
Lord" (Ex. 20:11).   
  



John Calvin writes concerning the Sabbath as a promise: 
  
"...We are taught in many passages that this foreshadowing of spiritual rest occupied the 
chief place in the Sabbath.  The Lord enjoined obedience to almost no other 
commandment as severely as to [the fourth commandment] (Num. 15:32-36; Ex. 
31:13ff).  When God wills through the prophets to indicate that all religion has been 
overturned, he complains that his Sabbaths have been polluted, violated, not kept, not 
hallowed -- as if, with this homage omitted, nothing more remained in which he could be 
honored (Ezek. 20:12-13; 22:8; Jer. 17:21, 22, 27; Isaiah 56)." 
  
God's people were to always remember this important day as a day of 
worship, as a day of being reminded of God's restorative power in 
redemption and to await the full restoration day to come in the future with 
Messiah.  God's people need to be restored from their labors "under the 
sun" as they toiled against the thorns and weeds of this world because of 
the curse from sin and rebellion (Gen. 3:15-17).  As he restores his people 
from their labors, so he will one day restore the entire creation! 
  
The Sabbath was to be a day of reflection.  God's people were to be 
reminded of God's redemptive powers in Egypt and how his mighty hand 
saves his people from sin and misery and brings them into his kingdom 
because of his favor and loving kindness!  This day of reflection on the 
past is found in many of the Psalms, such as Psalm 78 that recounts 
God's mighty acts in history on behalf of his people! 
  
The Sabbath was to be a day of redemption!  A day when redemption and 
salvation were manifested in the worship of the living God for what he has 
done for his people.  It was to be a day when others would be invited to 
participate in this redemption by looking to the only God by faith.  
Ultimately, there was to be a reminder to God's people of a Day of 
Redemption to come when all of those who belonged to him would be 
brought into the New Heavens and the New Earth to worship and serve 
God's 'Anointed One' or Messiah! 
  

The Lame Leap Like Deer! 
These are just a few of the joyous reasons why the Sabbath has always 
been significant for God's people!  And this is exactly what Jesus is 
showing to the world in John 5:1-18.  When Jesus asks the lame man if he 
would like to be healed (John 5:6), Jesus is doing nothing less that 
announcing in this SIGN-ificant healing, that the last days, the Day of 
Redemption has come in Him! 
  
Jesus is showing in this SIGN-ificant Sabbath healing the refreshing rest, 
restoration and redemption that can only come in him!  Jesus is 
proclaiming himself through his signs that he is Messiah- - the One all of 
God's people had been waiting and anticipating each Sabbath.  You see 
the Jews in the Old Testament and up until Jesus' time, celebrated the 
Sabbath as a sort of weekly festival that reminded them of the refreshing 



rest from labors (both physical and spiritual), the restoration, and the 
ultimate redemption that was to come one day when Messiah came to rule 
over his people and bring them all into his presence. 
  
Here is Messiah- -Jesus Christ himself!  And instead of God's people 
flocking to greet him as they see the lame leap like deer, they begin to plot 
against him in order to kill him!  What irony! The Sabbath day will become 
a day NOT OF refreshing rest, restoration and redemption reminding 
God's people of the renewal of all things, but a day of reviling against God, 
and a rejuvenation of the sin of the fall when man shall once again reject 
God and break free from the shackles of his commandments in order to 
murder and kill (John 5:18). 
  
The Jews should have been reminded of the Last Days prophecy of Isaiah 
the Prophet: 

Isaiah 35:4-10: "Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will 
come and save you." 

5 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 

the deaf unstopped; 
6 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of 

the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the 
desert; 

7 
the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds 
and rushes. 

8 
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of 

Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on 
the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 

9 
No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 

10 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come 

to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away." 

This future hope revealed to God's people by Isaiah was forgotten and the 
Christ was not recognized as bringing about the dawning of the Great 
Sabbath Rest- -the renewal of all things!  The very design and reason for 
the Sabbath was to remind God's people of his goodness, grace and 
mercy!  Here in this passage in John, we see visually in Jesus the 
goodness, grace and mercy of God, yet the Jews do not use this as an 
opportunity for worship and praise, they think about killing Jesus ridding 
the Sabbath ultimately of God's goodness in this healing. 
 
The perversion of the Sabbath Day: “Exodus 16:29 said that a man 
could not travel on the Sabbath.  But what is traveling? Asked the scribes.  
What constitutes a journey?  
 
In answering the question they then developed the concept of a Sabbath 
day’s journey, which was roughly a thousand yards.  So a man could walk 
thus far on the Sabbath, but to walk more than that was sin.  If, however, a 
rope was tied across the street, then the whole street technically became 
one house; and a man could walk a thousand yards beyond the rope. 



 
Or if he deposited enough food for a meal at any given place on Friday 
night, on the next day he could walk to it, eat his mean (thereby technically 
establishing a home), and then walk a thousand miles more… 
 
Take a man out walking.  He spits.  Is that work? It depends on what 
happens to the saliva.  If it goes into the dirt and makes a slight furrow, 
then that is plowing and it is work.  But if it hits a rock, no work is done.  
So, under this system, being religious on the Sabbath more or less 
depended on which direction you spit! 
  

Christians and the Sabbath 
What do you think of the Sabbath?  Since the resurrection, Christians 
have celebrated the "Christian Sabbath" on the first day of the week, 
rather than on the last day of the week.  This has been called the Lord's 
Day (1 Cor. 16:1-2; Revelation 1:10).  I think this is instructive.  For the 
Old Covenant people, they awaited the Day when Messiah would return; 
this day was often called the Day of Redemption, or the Day of the LORD.   
  
To have the Old Covenant people celebrate the Sabbath Day on the last 
day of the week was appropriate for it turned their focus forward as they 
awaited the time of fulfillment.  The Sabbath Day ultimately for the Old 
Covenant people was to help them to meditate on the future. 
  
When Jesus the Messiah came in the fullness of times, he accomplished 
the fulfillment of the Sabbath for Sabbath breakers on the cross when he 
came to fulfill the Law of God for those who would believe (Matt. 5:17-20).  
He also came to reveal more of the significance of the Sabbath by being 
the one in whom all find refreshing rest, restoration and redemption, and in 
whom we are all reminded of the renewal of all things in the future!   
  
Jesus is the fulfillment of what the Sabbath represents.  So for the New 
Covenant believers, who live after the cross and resurrection of Jesus, it is 
fitting that we celebrate the "Christian Sabbath" on the first day of the 
week when Jesus was resurrected.  Now as a people, we anticipate the 
final day, but we live knowing that the Final Day has already dawned in 
Jesus and in His giving us the first fruits of the Spirit and the New 
Creation.   
  
In having our worship and "Sabbath" on the first day of the week, it 
reminds us that since Christ has come, every day that we live, we can live 
joyously resting in Jesus Christ, through the Spirit who unites us to him!  
And together in Jesus, by His Spirit, we anticipate the full rest, restoration 
and redemption and the renewal of all things to come in the future! 
  

Jesus and Man's Silly Superstitions 



Now that we have considered the Sabbath's significance, perhaps it will be 
helpful now to look at John 5 and look at this particular SIGN-ificant 
Sabbath where the Christ has come to give rest to those awaiting him.  
Notice when Christ sees the lame man (John 5:6), he has been seeking a 
superstitious way of healing in the waters of the pool.  It was common at 
the time that if a lame person could get themselves into the water, then 
the lame person would be healed.  This man, lame for 38 years, had been 
struggling to get himself into the water, but he is seeking a superstitious 
route rather than the truth of God found in Jesus. 
  
Let me say a few words about superstition.  My dictionary defines it this 
way: 1 a : a belief or practice resulting from ignorance, fear of the 
unknown, trust in magic or chance, or a false conception of causation b : 
an irrational abject attitude of mind toward the supernatural, nature, or 
God resulting from superstition.  This poor man who had been lame for 
13,380 sunrises (38 years!) is trusting in superstitious ideas about how to 
be healed, but he is not trusting in the only and living God for help. 
  
The Jews in this passage are not much different.  During this time 
period, the Jewish leaders and teachers had changed the meaning of the 
Sabbath by adding laws in an attempt to prevent the breaking of the fourth 
commandment.  While on the surface this was meant to preserve the 
holiness of the day, this tradition that was noble became sour as the 
tradition began to explain the Sabbath and require more than what God 
had intended.  At this time, for example, the Jews had 39 laws regarding 
what was defined as "work" on the Sabbath Day. 
  
This man who was healed by Jesus of being lame, was carrying his pallet, 
his mat, his bed from one place to the next which was forbidden in the 
Jews' interpretation of the Sabbath Day.  A man could be carried on the 
mat (and this is the way he got to Bethesda), but a man could not carry a 
mat without a person on it and that is exactly what this man is presuming 
to do! 
  
You could say that the Jews were just as superstitious as this man (see 
above definition)!  The lame man had believed superstitiously that the 
waters would heal him, while the Jews believed superstitiously that their 
interpretations of the Sabbath Day and their man-made laws could prevent 
someone from breaking the Sabbath. 
  
When the Jews see the healed man who was lame walk and the ability for 
him to "carry his mat", they can only see his offense, not the actual 
healing, and that the Day of Redemption had dawned in Jesus.  One 
man's superstitious belief was healing from the waters; other men's 
superstitious belief was salvation from the Law -- both needed Jesus! 
  



While the man is superstitiously seeking the so-called healing waters, 
Jesus is seeking the man.  Jesus comes to him and asks him if he wants 
to be healed.  The man misunderstands and still thinks he needs help with 
the waters.  Jesus speaks with words of power and authority: "Take up 
your bed and walk".  Just as he had told the nobleman's son "Your son 
shall live", now his words of power are directed at the lame man and he 
gets up! 
  
When the Jews see this formerly lame man carrying his mat and thus 
breaking their Sabbath laws (John 5:10-15), they insist upon him telling 
them who did it.  He does not know.  He immediately shifts the blame to 
the man who healed him.  When he does find out who healed him and 
finds his name is Jesus, he proceeds to tell the Jews the new information.  
  
You could say this an extremely ungrateful man.  He has been a recipient 
of Jesus' favor and love- -he has been restored, but he has not been 
redeemed.  Jesus tells him not to continue in sin, because if he continues 
in his sin without repentance something greater will happen to him 
(speaking of the Judgment- John 5:28).   
  
If he does not stop sinning and repent, he will be Judged by the Son 
of God rather than healed!  Because the healing for all of the world 
will come only by faith in the Son of God and will finally and fully 

come on the Last Day! 
  
We see in this man, a recipient of Jesus' favor in the healing, a man who 
will be the first to betray Jesus to the authorities.  Later, there will be a 
disciple, who spends much time with Jesus, who will see "great things" in 
his signs and wonders, and will ultimately betray him to the authorities.  
The Jews in contrast to this man, disregard the healing, the sign of the last 
days that lame men will walk and only focus on the fact that he has told 
this man to carry his mat contrary to their false interpretation and addition 
to the meaning of the Sabbath Day.   
  
This is a Sabbath Day of confusion as both the lame man and the Jews 
begin to plot together against God's Anointed, His Messiah, rather than 
rejoicing that his day has come! 
  

"My Father is Working Until Now and I am Working" 
As Jesus sought the lame man to heal him, so he seeks to teach the Jews 
the true meaning of the Sabbath, but they fail to understand!  In response 
to the Jews' comments about Jesus breaking the law, he says: "My Father 
is working until now and I am working."  The implications of his being 
equal with the Father, we will consider in the next study.  What we want to 
focus on today is how God has been working and why Jesus is working. 
  



Remember that the significance of the Sabbath is refreshing rest, 
restoration and redemption for God's people as they are reminded of the 
renewal of all things in the future.  This ultimate Sabbath Day had dawned 
in Jesus yet they were not entering into the rest, restoration and 
redemption that is for those who diligently harkens to the voice of the 
LORD.  Remember Hebrews 4: 
  
Hebrews 4:1 Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us 
fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 

2 
For good news came to 

us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they 
were not united by faith with those who listened. 

3 
For we who have believed enter 

that rest, as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,'" 
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

4 
For he has 

somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: "And God rested on the 
seventh day from all his works." 

5 
And again in this passage he said, "They shall 

not enter my rest." 
6 
Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who 

formerly received the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 
7 
again 

he appoints a certain day, "Today," saying through David so long afterward, in the 
words already quoted, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." 

8 

For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later 
on. 

9 
So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 

10 
for whoever 

has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 
11 

Let 
us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 

12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

13 
And no creature is 

hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom 
we must give account. 

14 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
15 

For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

16 
Let us 

then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
  
The lame man and the Jews were unable to see and hear the message of 
Jesus concerning who he was.  As Hebrews 4:2-3 says: "For good news 
came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit 
them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.  For 
we who have believed enter that rest..."  Our salvation in Christ is our true 
refreshing rest from our works, our beginning restoration as we are ever 
renewed and remade by the Holy Spirit each day of our lives, and our 
redemption from the sin and guilt of Adam's transgression against God. 
  
Our refreshing rest, restoration and redemption is found only in Jesus!  
Yet there still awaits an ultimate Sabbath rest for the people of God 
(Hebrews 4:9).  This Sabbath Day when Jesus visited the feast of the 
Jews in Jerusalem, was the beginning of that ultimate Sabbath rest for the 
people of God.  Since this is still a future event, Christians ought 
to continue to keep the Christian Sabbath.  We keep the Christian 
Sabbath, or Lord's Day in Christ, knowing that the types and shadows of 
the Old Covenant have been fulfilled, yet keeping the day holy because 



the ultimate rest, restoration and redemption has begun in Jesus but we 
await the full consummation (Romans 8:15-25; 1 Cor. 15:42-49; Heb. 
4:7ff). 
  
When Jesus the Christ returns for those who believe, they will enter 
eternal rest with the Father, fully restored from the effects of the Fall and 
made like him, and they will be fully redeemed in both body and soul.  
Read the hope that is, and yet to come for those who believe in Romans 
8.  The Apostle Paul describes this Sabbath Rest for the people of God 
that is to come: 
  
Romans 8:15-25 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! 
Father!" 

16 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 
17 

and if children, then heirs- heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

18 
For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory that is to be revealed to us. 

19 
For the creation waits with eager longing for 

the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 

For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 

21 
that the creation itself will 

be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. 

22 
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together 

in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23 

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

24 
For in this hope we were saved. 

Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25 

But if we 
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
Our ultimate Sabbath rest is when we shall be redeemed fully in our 
bodies and in the glory and presence of the living God for eternity!  This 
shall be true and ultimate rest from our labors here in this world of sin and 
misery! 
  
So, how is God working until now and Jesus working as well?  God 
is working in the sense of upholding, ruling, preserving, saving, and 
restoring the creation from the sinful effects of the fall!  God is seeking a 
people to enter into their rest from their works and their sins, and this rest 
can only be found in Jesus.  This lame man was healed and got a 
foretaste of the restorative power of God, but he did not combine it with 
faith! Rather, he plotted against the gracious Jesus in order to blame him 
and to give him over to the religious authorities. 
  
The Jews see a foretaste of the restorative power of God, and were 
constantly studying the Word of God that wrought power, yet they did not 
combine it here with faith.  Rather, they plotted as to how to kill this Jesus 
who was delivering people not only from sin and sin's effects, but from the 
burdensome laws of the Jews so that they might experience his favor and 
grace. 
  

"He came to His own, yet His own did not receive Him." 



  
Jesus says with regards to the Law: Do you want to find what the Sabbath 
signifies?  Do you want refreshing rest, restoration and redemption and to 
take part in renewal of all things in the future?  Then come to me.  He 
welcomes those who believe with this message of rest: 
  
Matthew 11:28-29: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 

29 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
  
Do you want to know the Sabbath's significance for yourself? Do you want 
to know the SIGN-ificance of this Sabbath Day in John 5?  Then come to 
the Lord Jesus Christ and rest from your labors, both physical and 
spiritual, and find rest for your souls in the gentle and lowly Jesus, the 
Healer of those who believe and put their hope and trust in him! 
  

Calling the Sabbath a Delight! 
"So what," you say! Do you still want to avoid keeping the 
"Christian Sabbath" Day, or Lord's Day holy?!  Well, consider this.  Jesus 
teaches us in Mark 2 that the Sabbath was made for man.  That is, Jesus 
appeals to our needs.  He realizes we are much too busy as a people and 
so he offers us one festival day a week so that we might honor him and 
allow him to work in us refreshing rest, restoration and redemption! 
  
What a joy the Sabbath Day, or Lord's Day can be for those who believe.  
Like everything else, it must be received as a gift from God by faith or it 
will never be understood!  As Jesus tells the Jews in the passage from 
John 5, he is still working and on this special day each week, he especially 
works in His people his grace through the Word, Sacraments and prayer.  
Additionally, since the Christian life was never meant for loners, 
isolationists, or individualists, we are privileged to gather together 
spiritually yet really in the New Jerusalem, the "Heavenly Jerusalem" to 
worship, fellowship, hear and respond to the Word of God and spur each 
other on as we continue to persevere together as a pilgrim people by his 
grace (Hebrews 12:22-28)! 
  
If one would just reflect carefully on the Book of Hebrews as a Christian, 
they would understand the importance of understanding the Sabbath, or 
Lord's Day.  Jesus is shown as High Priest who is still working, ever 
interceding for his people (Heb. 7:25).  Even though Jesus has sat down 
once and for all (Heb. 1:1-5), he still works in us by His Spirit and through 
the word, sacraments and prayer. 
  
He still calls his people together (Heb. 10:24ff) to worship him (Heb. 
12:28), training them to keep their eyes on Jesus, the Author and 
Perfector of their faith (Heb. 12:1-3).  Jesus wants to encourage His 
people because of the sinful and deceitful hearts that would like to do 



away with this special day (Heb. 3:12-14),  and wants us to know that he 
sympathizes with us in our weakness (Heb. 2:14ff).  Jesus who was 
without sin has made a once and for all propitiation with his blood (Heb. 
9:27-29), and desires for us to hear the Word of the LORD, experience the 
means of grace he has provided, so that we will enter into his heavenly 
rest (Heb. 4), and so mature by believing what the Word of God says, 
even about the Sabbath (Heb. 5:11-6:3).  And ultimately to come to know 
better the living God says that without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
because we must believe that he exists and diligently rewards those who 
seek after him (Heb. 11)! 
  
This includes the faith required in keeping the "Christian Sabbath" or 
Lord's Day holy!  Jesus wants to give us even more rest than we are 
experiencing!  He wants us to realize that our way of doing rest, our way 
of seeking God, our way of seeking full healing and restoration is much 
like the lame man who sought the moving waters and the Jews who added 
superstitiously to the Word of God!   
  
We seek our own superstitious, or feeble (lame!) way to find rest from our 
labors in this world!  But Jesus wants us to receive His rest IN HIM and 
WITH HIM on His Day!  May we seek to honor this holy day, even more so 
since Jesus has been resurrected from the dead!  We await in Jesus and 
together with all the saints, the day when we shall receive everlasting, 
refreshing rest, permanent restoration and full redemption! 
  
John Calvin again on the importance for us: 
"We must be wholly at rest that God may work in us; we must yield our will; we must 
resign our heart; we must give up all our fleshly desires.  In short, we must rest from all 
activities of our own contriving so that, having God working in us (Heb. 13:21), we may 
rest in him (Heb. 4:9)..." 
  
Is the Christian Sabbath, or Lord's Day your delight?  By faith, taste and 
see the LORD is good with regards to His Day!  This is a spiritually real 
offer of the best vacation and holiday you will ever experience- -if only you 
believe! 
  
Isaiah 58:13-14: "If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your 
pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the 
LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own 
pleasure, or talking idly; 

14 
then you shall take delight in the LORD, and I will make 

you ride on the heights of the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your 
father, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
  
Praise His Name! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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JOHN 5:18-30:  
"THE SON OF GOD AND THE SON OF MAN- PROPHET 

OF LIFE AND JUDGMENT" 

REV. CHARLES R. BIGGS 
  

Introduction 
In last week's study, Jesus healed a man who had been lame for 38 
years.  The Jews were infuriated because he did this on the Sabbath, 
breaking their superstitious interpretation of the Law.  The Jews proceed 
to persecute Jesus because of this and question him as if he is on trial 
before them (5:16-18).  Ultimately, the Jews call Jesus' actions into 
judgment because they don't truly understand Who He is as the Great 
Prophet who has the authority and the power to carry out God's purposes, 
word and will! 
  
What begins as an informal trial and courtroom scene for Jesus' gracious 
action on the Sabbath Day becomes for the Jews who are questioning him 
a prophetic foretaste of judgment on the Last Day.  Jesus, the Prophet of 
Life and Judgment, comes as Son of God and Son of Man to make His 
Father known.  They are not ready for this prophetic explanation of Who 
He is and the life and judgment, the blessing and curse which comes to 
the whole world because of His Word. 
  
Jesus tells the Jews and all the crowds who are gathered around to hear 
him, that the reason he can do what he did in healing the lame man  -- not 
breaking, but working on the Sabbath (as His Father does, 5:17)- -  is 
because He is God and only God has the powerful prophetic words to 
declare someone able to walk, and only God has the right to work on the 
Sabbath as God upholding, ruling, preserving, providing, healing, and 
working in His people! 
  
What Jesus prophetically exclaims for all to hear on this Sabbath Day is 
more than many ears can take apart from faith!  He not only breaks the 
Sabbath according to the laws of the Jews, He has the audacity to 
call God His Father, making Himself equal with God (5:18).  Jesus is 
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revealing himself in this passage as the Eschatological Prophet of Life and 
Judgment who was to come, who would be like Moses, but greater than 
Moses and all of the Prophets (Deut. 18:15-18; Daniel 7:9-14). 
  
In order to appreciate more the role of Jesus as Prophet of Life and 
Judgment, we should ask the question what did prophets ultimately do?  
That is, what was the function or role of the prophets who came before 
Jesus? 
  

Prophets prophetically prophesied to God's people, promoting the 
truth of God, promising blessing for obedience, curses for 

disobedience, and provoking the world to repent of sin! 
  

John 5:18-30 
ESV 

John 5:18-30: This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, 
because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his 
own Father, making himself equal with God. 

19 
So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, 

I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the 
Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. 

20 
For the 

Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater works 
than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. 

21 
For as the Father raises the 

dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 
22 

The Father 
judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, 

23 
that all may honor the Son, 

just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father who sent him.  
  
24 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me 
has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 
25 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 

26 
For as the Father 

has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. 
27 

And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 

28 
Do 

not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his 
voice 

29 
and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 

those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 
30 

"I can do nothing on 
my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my own 
will but the will of him who sent me. 
  

Prophet, Priest, and King 

In our passage today, we have Jesus' first public discourse before the 
Jewish religious authorities and the world that is listening in.  In this first 
discourse, we want to reflect on Jesus as the Great and Final Prophet of 
the Last Days.  In the history of Christianity, there have been three offices 
recognized as those Jesus the Christ filled in a way above and beyond 
what was expected and anticipated in the Old Covenant.  The three offices 
were Prophet, Priest and King.   
  
We see all three of these offices revealed in the Gospel of John.  In John 
17 and throughout Jesus' suffering on the cross for the sins of the world, 
we will see him as the Great and Eschatological Priest of God.  In John 



18, and other places in John's Gospel where Jesus is pictured ruling, we 
get a glimpse of Him as the Great and Eschatological King of God.  Here 
in John 5 and particularly through John 8, we see Jesus revealed as the 
Great and Eschatological Prophet of God through His public proclamation 
and preaching concerning blessing and curses, life and death, eternal life 
and eternal judgment. 
  
As Prophet of God, the Apostle of John has already given us glimpses of 
this in His Gospel.  In the beginning of John's Gospel, the religious leaders 
ask John the Baptist who he is.  They frame their questions with regard to 
the person who they knew and expected everyone else would be aware of 
in using the term "The Prophet". 

John 1:21 And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I 
am not." "Are you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 

John 1:25 They asked him, "Then why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

From these verses from the opening of John's Gospel, it sets the stage for 
us that one called "The Prophet" was being anticipated at the time at least 
by the religious leaders, or they would not have asked John the Baptist, 
nor thought that there was a chance he was "The Prophet".  In John 4, 
Jesus is called "a prophet" by the sinful Samaritan woman because he 
knows only what a prophet would know.  He is then referred to as "a 
prophet" when he goes to Galilee. 

John 4:19 The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 

John 4:44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in 
his own hometown.) 

In John 5, we have the first public discourse of Jesus and the first real 
example of his prophetic office.  These words are the beginning of the 
revelation in John's Gospel that will cause others as Jesus' ministry to 
progress to come to the same conclusion about Who He is as the Great 
Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Later in John's Gospel, men see the signs 
Jesus does, or they hear his words, and they come to believe that he is 
indeed "The Prophet". 

John 6:14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, 
"This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!" 

John 7:40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This 
really is the Prophet." 



OId Covenant Prophets and "The Prophet" 
Before we take a look at the public proclamation and preaching of Jesus 
the Great Prophet of life and judgment in John 5, let us think about the 
role of the prophet in the Old Covenant.  Remember, as we seek to 
understand the New Covenant better, we want to remind ourselves that 
the revelation of God in Christ is the continuation of God's word and will 
found in the Old Covenant.   
  
We should make distinctions between the Old and New Covenant, but we 
never want a separation, mixture, or confusion of the two covenants.  
Rather, we want to be able to understand the drama and revelation of 
Jesus Christ with the backdrop or background of Old Covenant scenery!  It 
is always important to remind ourselves that when Jesus came in the 
fullness of the times, he came to a people thoroughly instructed and 
nurtured in the Old Covenant story (regardless of how much it might have 
been misunderstood). 
  
In the Old Covenant, the prophetic role was complex, but the prophets 
were essentially God's servants called and sent to make his truth known to 
God's people (Amos 3:7; Micah 3).  They were oftentimes mistreated and 
persecuted as emissaries of God's truth, yet they were called to bring both 
blessings and curses from God to the people based on their obedience or 
disobedience.   
  
A prophet was called, authorized, given power, and sent by God to the 
people in order to remind the world of his truth.  In other words, a prophet 
had God's authority to speak and he could only say or do what the Father 
had sent him to say or to do, otherwise he was a false prophet (cf. Deut. 
13). 
  

Prophets prophetically prophesied to God's people, promoting the 
truth of God, promising blessing for obedience, curses for 

disobedience, and provoking the world to repent of sin! 
  
There was one particular prophet that Moses spoke of in Deuteronomy 
18.  "The Prophet", spoken of by Moses was one who was expected by 
the Israelites to come, but who had not yet come to the Jews when Jesus 
came into the world.  The Jews taught that this Prophet would be greater 
than Moses and speak God's final word to His people!   
  
Jesus is revealing himself as "The Prophet" that the people of God were 
anticipating, yet they neither hear him, nor believe him!  The Prophet that 
God would send "like Moses" was to have God's words in his mouth and 
only speak what God commanded him to speak, and this is what Jesus is 
telling the Jews in John 5, notice the similarities: 
  



ESV Deuteronomy 18:15-19: "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among you, from your brothers- it is to him you shall listen- 

16 
just as 

you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you 
said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire 
any more, lest I die.' 

17 
And the LORD said to me, 'They are right in what they have 

spoken. 
18 

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. 
And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 

19
 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my 

name, I myself will require it of him.  
  
Notice from the Prophet God will raise up, he will be "from among you, 
from your brothers", but the implication is that He will be greater!  God will 
judge those who will not listen to his words that he speak's in the Name of 
the LORD. 
  
Now read John 5:19-23 in light of the above description of "The Prophet" 
from Deuteronomy 18: 

John 5:19-23: Jesus says: "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise. For the Father 
loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is doing. And greater 
works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. " For as the 
Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to 
whom he will.  the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son, that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him.  

Jesus ends this proclamation before the people by telling them the 
importance of Moses as the one who testified concerning him.  Yet Jesus 
tells the Jews that Moses will be their accuser because he testified and 
wrote of Him in the Scripture (more on this in next week's study): 
  
John 5:45-47: "Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is 
one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do 
not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 
  

Jesus the Eschatological Prophet of the New Covenant 
Here in this passage from John, we have Jesus the Prophet of Life and 
Judgment, explaining Who He is as the Great Prophet sent from God.  
What he says, the Jews are not ready to hear and believe!  In Jesus' first 
proclamation or public preaching in the Book of John, he reveals much 
about Who He is and how he is similar to the Old Covenant prophets, 
but here he begins to reveal that he is much different as well!  This 
revelation for the Jews will be what ultimately brings about the Great 
Prophet's death- -where he will be persecuted and killed like the other 
prophets before him (Luke 11:47-50). 



  
As prophet of God, Jesus Christ was called and sent.  Yet Jesus had an 
authority and power that was much greater than the prophets of the Old 
Covenant.  Jesus was equal with God, yet distinct from the Father (John 
1:1-3).  Jesus tells the Jews that the reason he has the right to do and say 
the things he wants to do and say on the Sabbath is because he has the 
authority of the Father and he only does what he sees his father doing and 
saying (John 5:19-20). 
  
As Jesus remembered growing up in Joseph's carpenter shop, learning to 
do what his father on earth did with regards to carpentry, so Jesus the 
Christ has for eternity only done what He sees His Father doing.  God's 
purposes, will, and word are the same in both the Father and the Son.  
Notice the truths Jesus reveals below: 
  

Jesus is equal with the Father (5:18); Jesus wills what the Father 
wills (5:19); Jesus sees what the Father shows to him (5:19-20); 

Jesus does what the Father does (5:19); Jesus gives life like only the 
Father can give (5:21); Jesus is honored like only the Father can be 
honored (5:23); Jesus has life like only the Father can have (5:26); 
the Son of God and the Son of Man have been given authority and 

power to bring life or to bring judgment (5:27-30). 
  

"Thus Says the LORD" and "I Say because I AM the LORD!" 
As the perfect eschatological prophet of God, Jesus' purpose, will and 
word is the same as the Father.  Just as the prophets proclaimed "Thus 
says the LORD", so Jesus proclaims the final word of God as either an 
acceptance of life or judgment, blessing or curse, acceptance or 
condemnation.  What is interesting about Jesus as THE Prophet of Life 
and Judgment is that he speaks God's pronouncements of life and 
condemnation in the 1st person rather than from a 3rd person perspective. 
  
This has to do with Jesus' authority as Son of God and Son of Man.  Jesus 
is equal with God's purposes in will and word.  Instead of being a mere 
representative of man, chosen from among God's people (He is that, 
because He is an Israelite), Jesus is much greater because he has been 
chosen by God before the foundation of the earth to be sent, to take upon 
himself human flesh in order to make God's will and word known.   
  
Rather than being sent by God and saying "Thus says the LORD" (3rd 
person) as the Old Covenant prophets, Jesus has the authority and the 
power because of Who He is to say as the Prophet of Life and Judgment: 
"Truly, Truly, I say to you" (1st person).  Notice the uses of "Truly, truly" or 
what has been called the "Amen statements" of Jesus in John 5, 
verses19, 24, and 25! 
  



Son of God and Son of Man 
Jesus in this passage calls himself the Son of God which is unusual when 
Jesus speaks of himself.  He also calls himself the Son of Man in John 
5:27 (and twelve other times in the Book of John).  The title "Son of Man" 
is is a reference to Daniel 7: 
  
Daniel 7:9-14: As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of days took his 
seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his 
throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. 

10 
A stream of fire issued and 

came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books 
were opened. 

11 
I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the 

horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed 
and given over to be burned with fire. 

12 
As for the rest of the beasts, their 

dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. 
13 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one 
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before 
him. 

14 
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed. 
  
As the Prophetic Representative of God, Jesus was called the "Son of 
God", but as an Ambassador to Men, or a Mediator, He was called the 
"Son of Man".  Although he is equal with God, he is also truly man and 
able to represent man to God the Father.   
  

Jesus is the Son of God, THE Great and Final Prophet to come and 
speak God's final word (Hebrews 1:1-2); Jesus is the Son of Man, 

THE Great and Final Prophet who has come to rule and call people to 
either life and service or to judgment and condemnation (Daniel 7:9-

14; Hebrews 2:6-18). 
  
One way to make a distinction between the two titles of Jesus Christ, is to 
understand that the role of the Son of God is an eternal role, one that He 
is and has been for eternity, because He is God and He is the Second 
Person of the Trinity.  The Son of Man is a time-bound role if you will.  
There was a particular time in history when God became something he 
had not been for eternity!  The Westminster Larger Catechism captures 
this important, yet mysterious truth well: 
  

WLC 36 Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?  
A. The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who, being the eternal Son of God, of one substance and 

equal with the Father, in the fulness of time became man, and so was 
and continues to be God and man, in two entire distinct natures, and 

one person, for ever.  
  



As Son of Man, Jesus Christ is the Prophet of God who takes upon 
himself human flesh and comes to declare forth God's coming in himself 
and the renewal of all things!  As we see in the passage from Daniel 7, the 
one like the son of man was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that 
would never end! 
 

The Prophet of Life 
Jesus' message here in John 5:18-30 also includes much concerning the 
life that he gives to those who hear him and believe.  What is the Life-
Giving power of Jesus and how can we better understand this against the 
background of the Old Covenant?  In Ezekiel 37, the prophet is taken to 
dead bones during the Exile and asked by God: "Will these bones live?"  
Ezekiel does not know how this will happen, but God shows to him it will 
be by his Spirit (breath, wind) and Word. Ezekiel was told to prophesy to 
these bones and by God's life-giving power, they would live. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the 
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 
2
 And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
3
 And he said to me, "Son of 

man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." 
4
 Then he 

said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD. 

5
 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6
 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

7
 So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and 
the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

8
 And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But 
there was no breath in them. 

9
 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 

10
 So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

11
 Then he said to me, "Son of 

man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.' 

12
 Therefore prophesy, and say 

to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 

13
 And 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from 
your graves, O my people. 

14
 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD." 

Resurrection Day is Here! 
In contrast to Ezekiel, THE Son of Man, as the Great and Powerful 
Eschatological Prophet, has life in Himself (John 5:24-28).  By virtue of 
Who He is as God, He is Life and that Life is the light of men (John 1:4-5).  
He can grant life to those who will believe His Word (John 5:24). 
  
This is closely related to what Jesus says in John 5:24- "Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal 



life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life."  
The passing from death to life can only come about by the power of God 
working within the individual.  There is no works-righteousness, or natural 
way that man can pass from death to life.  It is important to remember that 
dead men cannot (that is, they have no ability) to live on their own.  Men 
cannot just will a resurrection because they are dead! 
  
It is extremely interesting to note how when we "pass from death to life", 
we experience eternity in time NOW ("eternity in time"- James Boice).  In 
John 5:25, Jesus says:  
  
"Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 

will live."   
  
This is the reality NOW for those who believe- -in fact, you could say this 
is the "first resurrection" that the Apostle John refers to elsewhere in 
Revelation 20.   
  
Jesus is saying that the resurrection of the last days is now here - -
because you hear!  Although all men will await the final resurrection day 
(1 Cor. 15:45ff; 1 Thess. 4:16-18), in one way the resurrection day has 
already come when we believe in Jesus! 
  
The resurrection day has come, so why are so many people living like the 
dead?  If the resurrection day has come in Jesus, then this also means 
that the day of judgment as come as well (more on that below).  Do you 
want to experience the resurrection from the dead today? Believe on the 
Lord Jesus and you will pass from death to life NOW! 
  

Do Dead Men Cooperate with God's Grace? 
Man because of his sin lives in a perpetual "deathful state", or what the 
Apostle Paul calls "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:2ff).  Only by the 
Life-Giving power of God's Spirit working within an individual (already 
considered in our study on John 3), can a person hear Jesus' powerful 
word, believe and have life.  So what does Jesus mean in John 5:24: 
  
"Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 

has passed from death to life." 
  
Some teachers have interpreted this passage to mean that Jesus is 
speaking of a kind of "cooperative work" of God and his people, and in this 
cooperative work together salvation, or life is achieved.  Some have 
thought that Jesus is saying something like this in John 5:24: "Hear my 
word, then believe, then the result is you get life."  Some have also 



thought that this was the teaching of the Old Covenant with Moses, but 
let's take a closer look.   
  
It is important to remember that God's Life-Giving Spirit has always been 
active in and among God's people (Psa. 51).  The work of the Spirit is 
greater, as well as different in the New Covenant, this is very true (as we 
will see in John 7:37-39).  Salvation is the same in both the Old Covenant 
and the New Covenant.  It is by God's Sovereign grace and mercy shown 
in the Work of Christ that was to be in the future and shown in pictures in 
the sacrifices and festivals of the Old Covenant.  It is by God's Sovereign 
grace and mercy shown in the Work of Christ that was in the past and 
shown in the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ in the 
New Covenant and up until the present day!   
  
Let's take a look at Deuteronomy 30 with hopes to better understand this 
passage in John 5.  Notice in the passage the very close relationship 
between life, blessing, and obedience, and death, curse, and 
disobedience. 
  
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:11-20: "For this commandment that I command you today is 
not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 

12 
It is not in heaven, that you should say, 

'Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 
13 

Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 'Who will go over the sea for us 
and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?' 

14 
But the word is very near you. It 

is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. 
15 

"See, I have set before 
you today life and good, death and evil. 

16 
If you obey the commandments of the 

LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD your God, by 
walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his 
rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 
land that you are entering to take possession of it. 

17 
But if your heart turns away, 

and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 
18 

I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the 
land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19 
I call heaven and 

earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 

20 

loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is 
your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them."  
  
In Deuteronomy 30, Israel in the Old Covenant was poised on the edge of 
the Promised Land.  Moses was speaking to them his final words as God's 
mediator and prophet to the people.  In Deuteronomy 30, Moses reminds 
the people of the importance of hearing God's word and will and obeying, 
but the implication is always that they would look away from themselves to 
God for help and the ability to do what is commanded! 
  
We should never understand this passage as teaching a salvation by 
works.  Moses is not teaching the people that IF they obey God, then they 
will be given life and thus they will be saved by their works.  Rather, he is 
telling them that the people of God, those who truly love God within the 



covenant community, will be those who out of love for God because they 
have been redeemed already by God, will willingly obey God from their 
hearts and serve him out of gratitude for what he has done because God 
has given them the ability to do so! 
  
Moses tells the people to keep God's word and will because this is 
evidence of a relationship with the living God, one like Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob had, and one like all those who believe may have.  The 
Israelites' experience in the Promised Land was a type, a picture of the 
eternal life in God's presence that would be experienced by all who 
believe and have been redeemed, and are anticipating eternal life in the 
future when God renews all things (Isaiah 65-66).   
  
This picture of eternity revealed in the Promised Land dawns with the 
coming of Jesus Christ- -the Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Moses nor 
Jesus are teaching a "cooperative work" of salvation!  Moses nor Jesus 
are teaching that if you do certain things, you will be saved.  Rather, they 
are saying that if you are saved, you will do certain things!  We want to 
understand these passages in light of the teaching of God's Sovereign 
grace and man's sinful depravity elsewhere in Scripture (Gen. 2-3; Ecc. 
7:29; John 6:37-44; Eph. 1-2).   
  
What Jesus is saying in John 5:24 is that he has the power to grant life 
through his words!  He is saying: "I have the power to grant life to all those 
God has given to me.  Jesus is saying that all of those who truly hear are 
those who have had the Spirit working already in them and making them 
alive, and so they believe my words because they are able to hear them."  
In other words, Jesus is saying in John 5:24: 
  

If you hear my words and believe, you are showing yourselves as 
those possessing life already! 

  
Remember in our study on John 3, Jesus told Nicodemus that Unless a 
man is born again by God's Sovereign Spirit, he cannot see or enter the 
Kingdom of God.  Again, the important point is that a man cannot hear or 
believe, unless God's Sovereign Spirit takes the words of Jesus as the 
Great Prophet of Life and Judgment and enable them to hear and believe 
these words!   
  
Essentially, the truth is that dead men cannot cooperate with grace- - 

only those who are living can receive grace through hearing and 
believing the words of the Great Prophet! 

  
Every human being draws his/her life from God.  In fact, the Apostle Paul 
says "In Him we live, move, and have our being."  We owe our entire 



existence to our Creator.  Jesus, however, has life in and of Himself!  He 
is Life (John 1:4-5). 
  
This Jesus can grant life to those he chooses.  However, for those who do 
not believe His words, there is condemnation.  Not only is there 
condemnation for the Jews if they fail to hear and believe his words, but 
for the whole world. 
  
The Sovereign prerogative of God as Judge of All the Earth, has been 
granted to the Son (John 5:27-30).  Therefore, if any man wants to avoid 
the sentence of condemnation for failing to keep God's will and word, he 
must look to the Son to be saved, to receive life and to avoid the awful 
condemnation and sentence of judgment to come!  He must look for God's 
grace and the ability to be able to do these things.  As the great Augustine 
said in his 'Confesssions' to God: 
  

"Command what thou will, and give what you command." 
  

Dead Living, or Living Dead? 
For those who have heard the prophetic words of Jesus and have turned 
away from them, failing to repent and come to him, they will experience 
awful terror and wrath on the Day of His Return.  Jesus is the only hope of 
the world.  If you know of someone you have offended, and you know that 
you have offended that person, usually we are too proud or too terrified to 
approach that person, so we seek a mediator, someone who can serve as 
a "go-between" if you will.  Our Great "Go-Between", our ONLY "Go-
Between" or Mediator who is able "to put in a good word for us" is Jesus, 
the Prophet called and sent by God to give life or to pronounce 
condemnation and judgment. 
  
Seek Jesus while he may be found!  Those who hear and believe, NOW 
have eternal life!  Now this can be confusing since Jesus says: "Those 
who hear my words and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
Notice the finality, and present tense reality of these verbs:  

Has, does not, has....!!  
  
Has what? Eternal life!  Does not what? Come into judgment!  Has what? 
Passed from death to life! The good news is that when we hear and 
believe, we are already life-people rather than death-people awaiting 
condemnation. 
  
In other words, as life-people who have heard the Great Prophet's words, 
and willingly obey the Great Prophet's will, we already possess eternal life 
now.  We don't see it completely, but when given the Spirit of Life, having 



been regenerated by His Sovereign Power, we have truly passed from 
death to life.   
  

We are the "Dead-Living" NOW because of Jesus' words and will, 
rather than the "Living-Dead" awaiting condemnation. 

  

The Prophet of Condemnation 
In John 3:16-18 and John 3:36, Jesus told Nicodemus that God had sent 
him because of his love for all in the world, that whosoever believes would 
never perish but have eternal life.  He goes on to tell him that those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed 
in the only begotten Son of God.  This is further revelation on this from 
Jesus in John 5:18-30.  Today, if one hear's Jesus' voice and believe he 
presently possesses eternal life.  Today, if one does not hear Jesus' voice 
and does not believe he presently possesses eternal condemnation. 
  

Are you the Dead-Living possessing life and preparing for eternal 
bliss in the presence of the Great Prophet of Life, or the Living-Dead 
possessing death and preparing for judgment in the absence of the 

Great Prophet of Condemnation? 
  
The reason all men will ultimately be condemned is that they failed to 
believe in the One and Only Son of God!   
  
John 20:31 says that the ultimate purpose for his gospel is:  
  

"These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name." 
  
Do you have life in Jesus' name?  If you don't possess life, you are 
presently condemned, awaiting judgment by the Great Prophet of 
Judgment, the Son of God and Son of Man.  On that Day of Judgment, 
you will have no excuse, no mediator, no "go-between", no hope, no life, 
and no words to speak to this Great Prophet of Life and Condemnation.  
You will behold His glory and person in awesome terror and anguish of 
soul, as you are reminded of the many times you refused to hear and 
refused to believe His Words.   
  
You will behold his glory and person in awesome terror and anguish of 
soul, as you are reminded of the many times you chose your own way and 
your own path seeking the salvation that deep down within your own heart 
of hearts (Romans 1-2), you knew could come only through Jesus Christ!  
Rather than hearing the life-giving words of Jesus toward his own: "Well 
done my good and faithful servant, enter in to your eternal heavenly bliss 



with me," you shall hear: "Depart from me, you worker of iniquity, I never 
knew you!" (Matthew 25).  
  
As a closing reminder, let us focus our attention on the scene of the 
Judgment Day that the Apostle Matthew describes to us: 
 

Matthew 25:31-46: "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 

32
 Before him will be gathered all 

the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 

33
 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats 

on the left. 
34

 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 

35
 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36

 I was naked and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 

37
 Then the 

righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 

38
 And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39

 And when did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?' 

40
 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you 

did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.' 
41

 "Then he will say 
to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. 

42
 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, 
43

 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.' 

44
 Then 

they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 

45
 Then he will 

answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.' 

46
 And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life." 

Do you possess life now in Jesus?  Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call on him while he is near in his word! 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 
End of 'Word of Encouragement' Volume VI 
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Introduction 

In the last study of John 5, we learned of Jesus the Great Eschatological 
Prophet of Life and Judgment.  Jesus told the Jews who questioned his 
healing on the Sabbath that he was the same in purpose, will and Word 
with God because he only did and saw what he heard and saw the Father 
doing (John 5:17-30). 
  
He teaches the people as the Great and Final Prophetic Messenger of 
God, as Son of God and Son of Man with authority, that he has the right to 
say "Truly, truly, I say to you" rather than "Thus says the LORD".  Jesus is 
able because he is the LORD to speak of God's purposes, word and will 
from a 1st person perspective. 
  
But God has also clearly testified to the truth of his Son. God has proven 
to all the world that Jesus Christ is his One and Only Beloved Son (John 
3:16). He has sent testimonies and earthly witnesses to reveal this truth to 
all who have ears to hear and eyes to see!   
  
God the Father has not only sent John the Baptist to prepare the way, 
provided Jesus with signs and works that point to his power as God, but 
he has ultimately given the Scriptures of the Old Covenant so that all 
would recognize and know Jesus when he came in the fullness of the 
times.   
  
In the Scriptures of the Old and New Covenants we have the consummate 
and fulfilled "Thus says the LORD" in Christ, and the written testimony and 
witness to what Jesus says truly to us-- even today!  We have the "yes 
and amen", the "truly, truly", and the final Word of God to the world 
(Hebrews 1:1-2). 
  
How are we to know the Christ of Scripture?  If the Jews were given God's 
Story book, God's history and truth dramatically revealed over time, then 
why did they not recognize the ONE about whom the story was written - -
the main character?  Why can many today not look into the pages of the 
Holy Scripture and see Jesus the Christ, the Son of God and the Son of 
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Man?  Why do so many today reject God's clear testimony and witness 
found in His "story-witness" to the world?   
  
Many congregations that have "Church" in the title of their name have a 
Bible on the pulpit and read and preach (sometimes?) from it.  However, 
many "churches" are full of unbelievers who cannot and will not submit to 
the power of Christ's Word.  How can this be that those called "churches", 
who have the Word of God, fail to hear the Father's voice and see the 
LORD Jesus and come to him so that they might be saved? 
  
Here in our passage from John 5, the main character of the Old 
Covenant drama is coming on the stage and the majority of the audience 
is rejecting him.  The hero of the story of God's grace is stepping out of the 
pages of the book and the majority of the readers are rejecting him. 
  
Let's consider this in our study today of the Christ of Scripture in John 
5:31-47: 
  

John 5:31-47 

John 5:31-47: If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony is not deemed 
true. 

32
 There is another who bears witness about me, and I know that the 

testimony that he bears about me is true. 
33

 You sent to John, and he has borne 
witness to the truth. 

34
 Not that the testimony that I receive is from man, but I say 

these things so that you may be saved. 
35

 He was a burning and shining lamp, and 
you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. 

36
 But the testimony that I have is 

greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to 
accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father 
has sent me. 

37
 And the Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. 

His voice you have never heard, his form you have never seen, 
38

 and you do not 
have his word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 

39
 

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is they that bear witness about me, 

40
 yet you refuse to come to me that you 

may have life. 
41

 I do not receive glory from people. 
42

 But I know that you do not 
have the love of God within you. 

43
 I have come in my Father's name, and you do 

not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. 
44

 How can 
you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory 
that comes from the only God? 

45
 Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. 

There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. 
46

 If you 
believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 

47
 But if you do not 

believe his writings, how will you believe my words?" 
 

Testimonies and Witnesses to Christ 

In the above passage, it seems that verse 32 is the primary focus of 
Jesus' statements concerning the testimony of the Father: "There is 
another who bears witness about me, and I know that the testimony that 
he bears about me is true."  Then Jesus goes on to explain that the Father 
has provided John the Baptist's testimony, the signs and works Jesus is 
doing among them as testimony, and has testified and witnessed of Jesus 
in the Scriptures of the Old and New Covenants. 



  
Why was the other testimony of Jesus important to substantiate his 
claims? In the writings of Moses, the people of God understood that 
charges of guilt must not bring a conviction unless there was at least two 
or three witnesses (Deut 17/19 (5:31).  The testimony of two or three 
witnesses was for the truth of a matter to be publicly discerned as in a 
court of law today.  Testimony and witnesses were given so that people 
could discern what was true and what was false. 
  
The Father who has sent Jesus has provided several witnesses to the 
Person of Jesus, His Son.  In our passage, we have ultimately three 
witnesses the Father has provided to testify and witness to the truth of his 
Son: 1) John the Baptist; 2) The Signs or Works of Jesus; and 3) The 
Scriptures (including particularly the writings of Moses, but we should 
understand that Moses is representative of all the Old Covenant 
Scriptures, vv. 45-47; John 1:17). 
  
The emphasis of Jesus in this passage seems to be that the Father is the 
other witness in addition to his own testimony and witness (v. 32) and that 
the Father's witness and testimony is revealed in John the Baptist, the 
signs and works that Jesus does (like healing the lame man), and 
ultimately in the Scriptures.   
  
It seems to me that the climax of this passage is on the ultimate revelation 
of God in the Scriptures (5:37-47).  Each revelatory act of God was to let 
the world know that the Christ of Scripture had come!  Whether the 
revelatory act was the sending of John the Baptist to witness to 
Jesus ("There was a man sent from God whose name was John"- John 
1:6), or the works that the Father does to witness to Jesus ("The Son can 
do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise"- John 5:19), this 
was to reveal Christ! 
  
Each revelatory act of God was to let the world know that the Christ 

of Scripture had come! 
  
The irony in the passage is that the majority of the Jews ("He came to his 
own but his own received him not") did not recognize John the Baptist, see 
the signs and works of Jesus that only God can do, and failed to hear 
Jesus' Word of love because the Father's word and love did not abide in 
them! 
  

John the Baptist's Witness 
First, the Father sent John the Baptist (5:32-36a) to prepare the way for 
Jesus.  The Apostle John writes in John 1:6-8: 
  



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7
 He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 
8
 He was not the 

light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
  
John the Baptist was a burning and shining lamp among the people (5:35), 
and he was used by God to point out specifically "the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world".  Yet although the people believed the 
Baptist was sent from God, the majority of the people did not listen to his 
preaching and paid no attention to the One to Whom he pointed in his 
ministry. 
  
Jesus wants the Jews to come to know who he is as the Lamb of God, in 
the same way that his disciples, who were formerly disciples of John the 
Baptist, had come to know this truth.  He says to them: "Not that the 
testimony that I receive is from man, but I say these things so that you 
may be saved."  Jesus invites the Jews to come to the full revelation of 
God's Word that John the Baptist has clearly and prophetically declared as 
last of the Old Covenant prophets. 
  

The Testimony of Signs and Wonders 
Additionally, God the Father provided Jesus' signs and works for the world 
to know that he was from the Father and did only what God the Father 
could do.  The Works Jesus is performing (such as healing the man on the 
Sabbath- 5:36b).  Only God could do what Jesus is doing and to fail to see 
this and believe is a failure not of intelligence, but a deadness, a "Living-
Dead" state that cannot discern the truth of God (2 Corinthians 2:6-16).   
  

2 Corinthians 2:12-14: Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by 

God. 
13 

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

14 
The natural person 

does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  

  
Even with the great works, or signs, they were unable to see and believe 
in Jesus and there would come an even greater sign or work that would 
cause some to marvel, but some still would not believe!  Listen to the story 
Jesus tells concerning the difference between seeing signs and wonders 
and believing something to be true that is already revealed in Scripture.  
The signs substantiate the truth of Scripture, but if one is dead in unbelief, 
he can neither see nor hear the Word of God!   
  
Luke 16:19-31: "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and 
who feasted sumptuously every day. 

20
 And at his gate was laid a poor man named 

Lazarus, covered with sores, 
21

 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 
man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22
 The poor man 

died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and 
was buried, 

23
 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24

 And he called out, 'Father Abraham, 



have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.'  
  
25

 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish. 

26
 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 

been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us.' 

27
 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to 

send him to my father's house- 
28

 for I have five brothers- so that he may warn 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.' 

29
 But Abraham said, 'They 

have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 
30

 And he said, 'No, father 
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 

31
 He said 

to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced 
if someone should rise from the dead.'" 
  
Jesus reminds the people that even if someone should do a marvelous 
work like rising from the dead (something only God could do and testify to 
the truth and reality of the person who was raised), if they did not hear the 
words of Scripture, they will not be convinced of the other.  Why?  
Because they lacked faith in the living God who reveals himself clearly in 
the special revelation of Scripture! 
  
The priority and focus of Jesus is on the revelation of God in the 
Scriptures.  In the above passage from Luke, we should be reminded in 
the sufficiency of Scripture to reveal God.  Yet God in his grace and 
condescension sent John the Baptist so that those who heard him might 
believe (even though Jesus did not need a human witness, 5:34).  He 
even showed forth Christ's divinity and majestic glory in his works, 
including the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Yet, the Scriptures of 
the Old Covenant were sufficient. 
  

Scripture is God's Voice Speaking 

The reason why Jesus emphasizes the sufficiency of Scripture to the Jews 
as a witness and testimony in this passage is because scripture is God's 
Voice (5:37-38; cf.2 Tim. 3:16).   As Jesus moves into the final and 
ultimate witness of the Father to himself, he tells them that they have 
never heard the Father's voice, nor seen his form.  Jesus is teaching them 
that although the Scriptures reveals the Father's voice and shows forth the 
Father's form, they have not heard nor seen because of their unbelief. 
  
If they had heard the Father's voice and seen his form in the Scriptures, 
they would have heard the words of Jesus which were identical to the 
Father's Scriptural revelation, and his form which was revealed in the 
Person of Jesus Christ.  The Scriptures are authoritative because God is 
speaking through them to those who have ears to hear and receive the 
truth by faith. 
  



The Scriptures are a voice of authority like the voice of my own earthly 
father when he would call my name.  When I was young, one of my friends 
or peers could call my name and I could choose to respond or not to 
respond.  When my father would speak, however, with all of his love for 
me as well as his authority, I would listen. 
  
In my father's voice I could recognize his love and his authority.  In 
contrast, if the Jews had truly heard God the Father in Scripture, they 
would have recognized his voice in the Person of Christ- - but they did not 
(cf. John 10:3-6).  This is why Jesus not only tells them they haven't heard 
or seen him, but that the love of the Father is ultimately not in them 
(5:42).  
  
The Scriptures even today are the voice of truth and right information from 
God in order to govern our lives and live as he has called us to live.  How 
often to you hear the Father speak to you? How often do you obey his 
voice?  Why do men today run after false notions of "hearing God", but 
cannot just listen by faith to the words of God in Scripture? 
  
The Jews knew the Scripture as words, as information, as their book, but 
they did not hear the Father's voice (5:37).  Jesus was right before them, 
speaking to them, showing them, and seeking to help them interpret the 
Old Covenant and their own lives rightly, but they were refusing (5:40).  
They were seeking eternal life, but the Old Covenant Scriptures spoke of 
life found in understanding the words of truth.  Jesus was giving them the 
key to that knowledge in his words, or his "knowledge from above" that he 
was revealing to them (cf. John 3:11ff). 
  

Scripture is the Revelation of God's Form 

Neither did the Jews see the Father's form in the Lord Jesus Christ (5:37).  
Colossians 1:15-22 teaches concerning Jesus: 

"He is the image/form of the Invisible God..." 
  
Only in Scripture can we hear the Father's voice, and only through 
Scripture (if we are not of those who saw Christ in the flesh) can we see 
the correct and accurate form of God (5:37).  This is why it is important to 
remember that God gave us his Word so that we might see with eyes of 
faith the living Christ.  This Scripture in John 5:37-39 echoes the words of 
Moses in Deuteronomy 4.   
  
Here Moses is recalling the Law of God given to His people on Sinai.  He 
tells them that they only received HIS WORD and did not see His Form.  
In other words, it would seem that HIS WORD reveals God's form, 
because in the Word, God reveals His attributes.  God's WORD is 
sufficient to reveal God to man in the way God is pleased to reveal 



himself.  God's WORD reveals the only form of the living God we should 
ever imagine in our minds. 
  
Deuteronomy 4:7-18: "For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 
the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 

8 
And what great nation is 

there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you 
today? 

9 
"Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things 

that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your 
life. Make them known to your children and your children's children- 

10 
how on the 

day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, 
'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their 
children so.' 

11 
And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while the 

mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and 
gloom.  
  
12 

Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of 
words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. 

13 
And he declared to you his 

covenant, which he commanded you to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, 
and he wrote them on two tablets of stone. 

14 
And the LORD commanded me at that 

time to teach you statutes and rules, that you might do them in the land that you 
are going over to possess. 

15 
"Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since you 

saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of 
the fire, 

16 
beware lest you act corruptly by making a carved image for yourselves, 

in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 
17 

the likeness of any 
animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 

18 
the 

likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in 
the water under the earth.  
  
This text of Scripture is extremely relevant right now.  Mel Gibson, the 
actor and director, has shown a great deal of zeal and faith in attempting 
to reveal the Christ of Scripture in his upcoming film 'The Passion'.  I am 
sure in God's goodness, he will use the film for good.  Yet, while I 
appreciate Mr. Gibson's artistic attempt and believe his motives are good, 
we should never forget the teaching of the second commandment, as well 
as this passage in our study.  We must continue to search the Scriptures 
to find the Jesus of Scripture (John 5:39)! 
  

The Priority of the Word of God or Dolby Digital EX? 

From the above Scriptures in Deuteronomy 4, we are reminded of three 
important truths as the revelation of God's form in Scripture: 1) Importance 
of teaching/catechizing our family (Deut. 4:9); 2) Importance of the Word 
of God having priority and primacy of place in our lives for 
understanding and knowing God (Deut. 4:10, 13-15); 3) Importance of 
reminding ourselves that we are a sinful people who are naturally idolaters 
(Deut. 4:16ff).  Let's look at how each of these three can assist us in 
today's church, especially with regard to seeing or viewing God's form in a 
film, or any other medium. 
  



Today, many well-meaning people are seeking to make God's truth in 
Jesus known through images.  This is nothing new in history, as in every 
age of the Church where the people have become theologically, as well as 
Biblically illiterate, the desire and attempt of the people of God has been to 
teach about God's truth through images.   
  
What is interesting in the history of the Church, is that every time there is 
an issue with the use of images in worship or in trying to communicate 
God's truth visually, there is a theological illiterateness that has inevitably 
arisen because God's people forgot to teach the systematic truth of 
Scripture through catechism.   
  
The noble desire of the Church in theologically and Biblically illiterate 
times (yet essentially pragmatic and utilitarian), has been to make the 
gospel known in any way possible.  Some say: "If people are theologically 
and Biblically illiterate, then we will SHOW THEM the gospel!" (Even more 
so today since we can now show them gospel truth in Dolby Digital 6.0 EX 
and DTS Surround Sound Mega-Lucasfilm-THX- theaters)! 
  
Although this is perhaps an honorable attempt, we often overlook the 
antidote to overcoming the disease of theological illiterateness in the 
church and culture.  The antidote is found in this passage from 
Deuteronomy 4 and John 5.  During the Reformation, in an attempt to 
remove images from Christ's Church so that the Word would take central 
place again, the Reformers began teaching systematically, or catechizing 
God's people in His Word.   
  

If they people were theologically and Biblically illiterate, then the 
antidote to the sickness is education and catechesis! 

  
In Deuteronomy 4, Moses is teaching the people that the Word of God 
must be central and must be taught to the children, and the children's 
children (4:9).  You see, if the systematic teaching of God's Word is 
taught, the children and the adults will form an image in their mind of God 
based on Scripture alone.  If this is forgotten, the children, as well as the 
adults long for an image apart from Scripture and thus they end up 
breaking the 2nd commandment. 
  
Think about it!  When the Word is not primary in the gospel preaching and 
teaching, and in the systematic teaching of catechism, then the form of 
God will be imagined from outside of Scripture.  As in everything, God 
wants to recapture and fill our imaginations with His Word (2 Cor. 10:3-6).   
  

God's Form in WORD and FLESH 

God wants to teach us to understand Who He is and see Him, if you will, 
through His Word.  It is ultimately because God's Law, the writings of 



Moses, the Prophets, the Psalms and ultimately in Jesus Christ, God's 
form is revealed.  Because it is through His Word that the world is taught 
concerning God's attributes, or Who He is. 
  
The ultimate form of God is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Who is standing before 
the Jews in John 5 saying that they have the Old Covenant Scriptures, yet 
they do not hear, nor do they see the form of God.  Jesus is speaking to 
them the words of Moses (at least echoing Moses' words) and they do not 
hear him.  It is interesting to note that Jesus is echoing Moses' words so 
that they will hear him if indeed they have heard Moses, but they haven't 
truly and really heard Moses' words by faith, and so Moses will be their 
accuser on the Day of Judgment (5:46-47: "Moses wrote of me"). 
  
Jesus is showing to them the words of Moses and all of the Old Covenant 
Scriptures- -MADE FLESH- -IN HIM- - and they do not recognize God's 
form in Him!  Remember the opening of John's Gospel: 
  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. ( John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of 
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.'") And from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.  
  

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, 
he has made him known. 

  
As sinners, we too easily forget that we desire to make God in our own 
image.  As Calvin says, we are idol factories and we should be aware of 
this reality when we are deciding whether to look at pictures of Jesus that 
man has imagined and placed visually for us all to behold.   
  
Wisdom teaches us that we must be careful what we look at, even if we 
are not carrying pictures of Jesus into the worship service with us each 
Lord's Day, and even if we aren't tempted to see Jesus as a human actor, 
and even if we understand that pictures of Jesus can only communicate 
the humanity of Christ- - NEVERTHELESS, wisdom would teach us that 
we need to be careful as potential idolaters. 
  
It is too easy for sinners to imagine what God looks like apart from the 
Scriptures, just as it is too easy for us to avoid the voice of God in the 
Scriptures and do what we want to do in our own way.  I think it is 
important to keep this in mind as we think as Christians as to whether we 
should see this film. 
  



Knowledgeable of Scripture, Yet Ignorant of Christ 

The Jews knew the Scripture, but the word of truth did not abide in them 
(5:38).  What this means is that at the end of the day, the Jews did not 
truly know the Old Covenant Scriptures, because they did not recognize 
the voice of the Father and the form of the Father in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  They were unwilling to submit themselves to the Christ so that He 
might help them rightly to understand the Scriptures that were about him!  
He wanted to help them to understand how Moses wrote of himself, but 
they did not believe him. 
  
How could this be?  Think about today! Many people know the Bible and 
the stories of the Bible.  It is still the most published book in the world, but 
not all have life.  Two major religions have the Old Covenant Scriptures as 
their foundation: Judaism and Islam, but these false religions do not have 
the correct understanding and interpretation of the Book-- particularly the 
ending of the story in Jesus Christ. 
  
As we learned in John 5:18-30, if we say we honor God and do not honor 
the Son of God revealed in Scripture, we are liars and the truth is not in 
us: 
  

"Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who 
sent him." 

  
Why? Because the Jews didn't believe the One to Whom the Scriptures 
pointed for Life (5:38b).  In Jesus is life, eternal life.  In fact, when men 
hear his words and believe they have already passed from death to life 
as John 5:24-26 teaches (as we learned in our study last week). 
  

Scripture as a Means of Grace 

John 5:39 teaches an important truth of the Scriptures as "means of 
grace", or means, or instruments that God uses to communicate grace 
and help to his people by the Spirit.  Jesus says "You search the 
Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life."  Jesus is 
not saying that the means of grace, or life is not truly found in the 
Scriptures, but that the Scriptures cannot serve as means of 
communicating God's grace apart from belief in Him-  - because they tell 
of him. 
  
In other words, just because a congregation has a Bible on the pulpit, 
hears sermons, practices baptism and takes the Lord's Supper, it does not 
mean that they have the life that is communicated through these legitimate 
means of grace. 
  



Rather, if congregations fail to believe and know the Christ revealed 
through these means of grace, then they are dead- - without life, because 
they have failed to believe in the One to Whom these things are designed 
by God to point for salvation.  Faith in the living Jesus is the instrument 
whereby the people of God partake in the life held out in the Scriptures 
and in the other means of grace that Jesus gives to us. 
  
The Scriptures testify against all people who refuse to come to Jesus 
Christ and be saved (5:40).  Humanly speaking, on Judgment Day, those 
who failed to hear the voice of God in the Scriptures and see the Son of 
God revealed therein, will be sentenced to eternal condemnation because 
as Jesus said: they refuse to come to him and have life. 
  

Scripture is God's Story-Witness 
Scripture is God's Story-Witness.  It is God's story of eternal life in God's 
Son (5:39a).  It is one covenantal whole because in the Old and New 
Covenant Scriptures you have the complete drama of God's salvation and 
man's redemption that is part of the Covenant of Grace that God made 
with His Son before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:1-14). 
  
The Son was to be the hope of God's people; God's provision for 
salvation.  The Old Covenant people were to pay attention to the 
revelation of God so that as he brought all things to an end in Jesus, they 
would be prepared for such a great and climatic ending.  God becoming 
flesh (John 1:14-18) in the fullness of the times was not exactly how the 
people of God were expecting God to consummately and climatically end 
his story!  Though many tried to understand it: 
  
1 Peter 1:8-12: Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 
now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 

9
 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10
 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was 
to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 

11
 inquiring what person or time the 

Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ 
and the subsequent glories. 

12
 It was revealed to them that they were serving not 

themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced to you through 
those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, 
things into which angels long to look.  
  
This was a story awaiting a climatic conclusion, but many were not 
anticipating just how astounding the end would be.  So Jesus comes to tell 
the ending, to be the ending, to fulfill the wildest imaginations and hope of 
God's people.  This is why God's story in Scripture bears witness to Christ 
(5:39b) and it is a story that reveals God's love and is preparatory for the 
Coming of Christ (5:40-44).  In other words, the Old Covenant is the 
background scenery for the drama of redemption fulfilled in Jesus. 
  

How is Jesus the Christ of Scripture? 



  
Jesus is Creator/Greater than Moses/Seed of the Woman, Seed of the 
promise to Abraham/Tabernacle, Temple, and Presence of God/Jesus the 
One who redeems us from more than slavery to Pharaoh and in Egypt, but 
slavery to the Devil and our sins/Jesus the Law-Giver/Greater than all the 
priests of the Old Covenant combined/The Final and Once-and-for-all 
sacrifice for sins/One Greater than Joshua as the Commander of the 
LORD's Army/Greater than all the judges-deliverers who were less than 
noble, but powerful by God's Spirit! 
  
Jesus is Greater King than David/Greater than all the Prophets and God's 
Final Prophetic Word/Jesus is the Great Singer of the Psalms/Jesus is the 
Embodied Wisdom of the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes/The Lover of our souls 
greater than the Song of Songs/The Suffering Servant of Isaiah/The 
fulfillment of the Last Days hope of the prophets/The Son of Man of the 
Book of Daniel/The True and Faithful Israelite/The Elect One/the Alpha 
and the Omega! 
  
Only when the Old Covenant is read from Christ's perspective 
and interpretation can it be rightly understood.  Only through faith in Jesus 
can we hear the voice of the Father and see His form.  As B. B. Warfield 
once said (and I paraphrase): "The Old Testament is like a richly 
furnished, but dimly lit room and as we take the light from the New 
Testament into this room, we can see clearly the rich furnishings of the 
room that had always been in place.  Yet we need Jesus Christ and the 
light of the New Covenant in order to see these things clearly." 
  
 
Jesus is seeking to help the Jews interpret rightly the Scriptures by using 
himself as the interpretive key.  The disciples of John the Baptists would 
not understand the Old Covenant until they began to follow Jesus, as John 
decreased and "he increased" (John 1:30ff).  The Apostle Paul would not 
understand the Old Covenant until Jesus made himself know to Paul on 
the Damascus Road (Acts 9).   
  
In other words, Jesus because he only says and does what God says and 
does (John 5:19-23), therefore HE IS SCRIPTURE/THE WORD- -that is, 
his interpretation of the Old Covenant and of life itself can only be 
understood by listening to him.  All of us, until we submit to Jesus' Word 
will never understand God or ourselves and how we are to be saved! 
  
It is a matter of submission to Jesus' teaching and Word- - and the Jews 
were unwilling to do this.  Many today are unwilling to submit to Jesus' 
teaching and Word.  Some want to pick and choose what to believe.  
Some would say the Scriptures "contain" the Word of God, but it is a 
different matter to say the Bible "is" the Word of God! 



  

Misunderstandings of the Christ Revealed in Scripture 

How do we see the Christ of Scripture?  We should have a Christ-
centered interpretation of all of Scripture.  Yet there have been differing 
misunderstandings of how to hear and see Christ in Scripture.  The two 
main erroneous views have been the "Allegorical Interpretation" and what 
I call the "Mere-Exemplary-Living-Interpretation". 
  
"Allegorical Interpretation" is taking God's revelation of truth out of history 
and looking for Christ under every Old Covenant rock.  It uproots God's 
saving revelation in time and history and loads it down with types that 
were never intended to represent Jesus.  One example is where someone 
will say that the wood of the cross was made from Noah's ark, or that 
Rahab's "scarlet cord" in Joshua represents the blood of Christ. 
  
"Mere-Exemplary-Living-Interpretation" is just finding examples of God's 
righteousness and ways of living in the Old Covenant, rather than seeing 
these people, positions, and places as pointing forward to Jesus THE 
Righteousness of God.  This is "Dare to be a Daniel" kind of exegesis. It 
goes something like this: Daniel was a righteous man and therefore we 
ought to be a righteous man.  A correct understanding of the Christ of 
Scripture would to realize that while Daniel was a righteous man, there 
was One man Jesus who was much more righteous and is the 'Son of 
Man' spoken of by Daniel. 
  
"Christ-Centered Interpretation" is locating God's revelation in history, 
appreciating the drama of God's story as it unfolds, while keeping one's 
eye on the fulfillment in Jesus found in the New Covenant Scriptures.  In 
other words, it is important to keep in mind the interpretive key or grid of 
the New Covenant Scriptures.  If we do not have the New Covenant, we 
cannot understand the Old Covenant.  If we fail to look rightly for Christ in 
the Old Covenant, we will fail to see him as the end of the story in the New 
Covenant. 
  

Scripture is God's Revelation-Witness 
Jesus will not be accuser of the Jews- -Moses will!!  Remember "Moses" 
implies the Prophets, the Psalms and all the rest of Scripture because 
Moses is the representative of the Old Covenant revelation to God's 
people (John 1:17).  Yet in this Revelation-Witness of God, God's story to 
man, the Jews do not receive it by faith because their is a veil over their 
hearts.  This is only removed by God's grace in Jesus Christ. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:9-18: For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the 
ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 

10
 Indeed, in this case, what 

once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that 



surpasses it. 
11

 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much 
more will what is permanent have glory. 

12
 Since we have such a hope, we are very 

bold, 
13

 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites 
might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 

14
 But their 

minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same 
veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 

15
 Yes, to this 

day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 
16

 But when one turns to 
the Lord, the veil is removed. 

17
 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of 

the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18

 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory 
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

The Jews had set their hopes on the Law and writings of Moses, but it was 
Jesus who had come to fulfill the Law as well as the writings of Moses.  In 
fact, the Law came through Moses, but grace and truth through Jesus 
Christ (John 1:17-18).  That is, the fuller and more glorious revelation of 
grace and truth came through Jesus. 
  
Jesus also came to fulfill the Law, not to abolish and if a person wants to 
be great in the Kingdom of Heaven, he must teach and instruct others to 
obey Jesus' Word, which is a fulfillment of Moses' Words, as Matthew 
5:17-20 teaches: 
  

Matthew 5:17-20: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

18
 For truly, I say to 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 

19
 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

20
 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that 

of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
So how does one come to hear and see the living God in Jesus Christ 
through the Scripture? How does one come to know the Christ of Scripture 
who has clearly made himself known and has truly and systematically 
revealed God to the world?  By faith.  Believe upon the LORD Jesus 
Christ and you will know and understand how to interpret not only 
Scripture, but you will hear and see God, and you will finally make sense 
of your own life as a creature of the living God. 
  
As Calvin says: "Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and 
sound wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 
ourselves.  But, while joined by many bonds, which one precedes and 
brings forth the other is not easy to discern.  In the first place, no one can 
look upon himself without immediately turning his thoughts to the 
contemplation of God, in whom he "lives and moves" (Acts 17:28).... 
  
....It is certain that man never achieves a clear knowledge of himself 
unless he has first looked upon God's face, and then descends from 
contemplating him to scrutinize himself...Suppose we but once begin to 



raise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature, and how completely 
perfect are his righteousness, wisdom, and power...then whatever was 
masquerading as a self-righteousness that was pleasing to us will soon 
grow filthy in its consummate wickedness." 
  
When we behold the face of God in the Person of Jesus Christ by faith, we 
truly come to understand why the Scriptures have been given to us.  So 
that we may know God and the LORD Jesus Christ, and by His Spirit, 
fellowship with this glorious God for eternity!  Our God speaks to us and 
shows forth his glorious form and face to us in the Holy Scriptures.  This is 
where, by faith, we all meet the Christ of Scripture. 
  
John 20:31 says that the Gospel of John was written so that you might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 
may have life in his name! 
  
Soli Deo Gloria! 
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"JESUS' PASSOVER PICNIC AND POWERFUL 

PRESENCE: DAY ONE" 
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Introduction 

The Passover of the Jews was a celebration that signified their rescue and 

redemption from Egypt.  It also signified for Israel a time when God passed over 

the homes of the Israelites because they placed blood on the outside doorposts by 
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faith.  Those who had no blood covering their families were killed by the Angel of 

Death.  This was a mini-intrusion of God's wrath that pointed forward to a day 

when all those who do not believe would experience God's wrath and judgment.  

However, for those covered by the blood, they were shielded from God's 

judgment and allowed to experience his powerful presence of favor toward them. 

  

After the rescue and redemption from Egypt, the people of Israel were wilderness-

pilgrim-people (Exodus 11-15; Numbers 6-11) pursuing by God's grace the land 

promised to them.  Until they made it finally to the Promised Land and land of 

rest, they were to trust God by faith for all their provision,and to rely on the 

powerful presence of God to get them there (Exodus 33). 

  

The Passover symbolized for them a yearly reminder of God's saving rescue and 

redemption from Egypt, but also that they were ever dependent upon him for all 

of their needs and provisions if they were to make it successfully to the 

Promised Land. 
  

This is important to keep in mind as we approach this next scene in John's Gospel, 

chapter 6.  Jesus has publicly proclaimed to the people who he is (John 5:17-30), 

and taught all those who had ears to hear that he was the One to Whom all the 

Scriptures pointed (John 5:31-47).  In our last study we learned that Jesus is the 

main character of all of Scripture.  Jesus himself said: "You search the Scriptures 

because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 

witness about me..." 

  

Today's study will show Jesus as the God who provides for all of our needs and 

who is with us by his powerful presence each step of the way as we persevere as 

pilgrims on our journey to the New Heavens and the New Earth.  Jesus performs a 

SIGN-ificant sign and miracle in feeding over 5000 people, then he publicly 

proclaims in a discourse the sacramental importance of feeding on him by faith!   

Remember this as you start studying this passage: 

  

As wilderness-pilgrim-people today, we have not made it to heaven 
yet, but Jesus has.  Therefore, we are to be reminded of his 

faithfulness to us, his abundant resources available through prayer, 
and his presence that will be with us until the end of the Age.   

  

Our hope is in the fact and historical reality that Jesus is resurrected 
King and Lord and when he returns supernaturally for us, he will 
restore all things and host a feast that will be above and beyond 

what our finite and faithless minds can now grasp. 
  

John 6:1-21 
6:1 After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 
Tiberias. 

2 
And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was 

doing on the sick. 
3 
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 

disciples. 
4 
Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand.  



 
5 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus 

said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?" 
6 
He said this 

to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 
7 
Philip answered him, "Two hundred 

denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 
8 
One of his disciples, 

Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 
9 
"There is a boy here who has five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?" 
10 

Jesus said, "Have the people sit 
down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five 
thousand in number. 

11 
Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 
12 

And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments, 
that nothing may be lost." 

13 
So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with 

fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 
14 

When the people 
saw the sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into 
the world!" 

15 
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 

make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  

 
16 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 
17 

got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 

18 

The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 
19 

When they had rowed 
about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, 
and they were frightened. 

20 
But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." 

21 
Then they 

were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which 
they were going.  

 

You're a Pilgrim 

In the classic book Pilgrim's Progress, we are reminded that all Christians 
are pilgrims.  In fact, the main character of the book, Pilgrim, is all of us.  
Pilgrims are those on a journey to a new land.  However, pilgrims face 
much danger and difficulty on their journeys! 
  

Each and every day as wilderness-pilgrim-people we face temptations (cf. 
1 Cor. 10:12-13), hardships, difficulties, hunger, thirst, trials and 
tribulations (cf. John 16:33), financial problems, loneliness, 
disappointment, discouragement, and many other difficulties that 
challenge our perseverance on the pilgrim path to the Promised Land.   
  

We are much like the Israelites in the Old Covenant after the Exodus from 
Egypt.  We have been redeemed from slavery to the Evil One and to our 
sins, yet we await the restoration of all things and the entry into the New 
Heavens and the New Earth (Isaiah 65-66; Revelation 21-22).  Right now, 
we live by faith, pursuing holiness and persevering on our pilgrim path to 
the Promised Land where Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father 
and where we shall one day see Him as He is (1 John 3:1-3)! 
  

So on this path that is full of abundant joy because we are no longer 
slaves, yet fraught with difficulties and danger, who do you turn to for help 
to continue on?  We are all tempted to give up at times and to return to 
Egypt so to speak.  Many times we think that help can be found "back 
there", somewhere in the past, or "over there" found in someone else who 



is stronger.  While it is helpful to learn wisdom along the way, and while 
we need each other, ultimately there is only ONE who will never fail us 
and never let us down!  His name is JESUS. 
  

Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 
and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 

day on our journey. 
  

In fact, it is important to remember some of Jesus' last words to his 
people.  After he teaches them of His authority, and commands them to 
"GO", and to "Make disciples", he then reminds them of the powerful 
presence that will accompany them and fellowship with them each step 
along the way- - "I am with you always, even unto the end of the Age!" 
  

What sweet words comfort our journey on the pilgrim path as we  pursue 
the Promised Land by faith and experience the real company and true and 
powerful presence of Jesus along the way.  Let's look at how John 6 can 
instruct us more in this abundant provision and powerful presence of 
Jesus! 
  

What is YOUR Present Help in Times of Trouble? 

The first question I will ask you is "Who, or what do you turn to for help- - 
FIRST?  It says a lot about where you think you will find help, provision, 
and comfort.  Is it in your own resources, your own intellect, power, 
position, or potential?  Is it in your husband, wife, your best friend, your 
counselor, your pastor, your neighbor?  How you answer this will reveal to 
you how much you believe Jesus is really your abundant provider.  It will 
reveal also how much his powerful presence is a comfort to you as he 
covers you and takes care of you under the shadow of his protection (cf. 
Psalm 91). 
  

 
Many of the things you may turn above to help you on your pilgrim path 
may be good things- -what some great men in history have called 
"creaturely comforts".  Those things are good in and of themselves, but 
Jesus wants to be the priority in your life.  In fact, Jesus wants nothing 
less than to be the first ONE you turn to.  He wants you to know how 
abundantly he desires to provide abundantly for his children, and how he 
is "with you" in constant fellowship along the pilgrim path. 
  

As I said earlier, our text in John 6 takes place as the Passover 
celebration is nearing (John 6:4).  This yearly celebration of the Jews was 
a reminder of when they were released from slavery from Egypt and 
wandered in the wilderness depending totally on the provision of God.  
Over time, the yearly event also became a time of heightened awareness 
of overthrowing Roman government (6:15-17).  The Jews' pilgrimage had 



almost become too much for them to bear, so they were looking for 
Messiah/"the Prophet" to come (see last two studies on John, cf. Deut. 
18:15-19) in order to ultimately redeem them from under the oppression of 
a godless government and give them rest again in the Promised Land. 
  

What they were not fully understanding at the time, and many even today 
do not fully understand, is that the Promised Land itself was a picture of 
the New Heavens and the New Earth (read carefully Hebrews 3:1-4:13).  
This land was an earthly picture of a heavenly reality.  The rest that God 
would give them on their pilgrim journey was only comforts and reminders 
along the way that one day God would restore the heavens and the earth 
and they would live an abundant life in the presence of God with peace.  
Isaiah describes it this way: 
  
Isaiah 65:17-25: "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 

18 
But be glad and rejoice 

forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her 
people to be a gladness. 

19 
I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no 

more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 
20 

No more 
shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not 
fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a 
hundred years old shall be accursed. 

21 
They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 

They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the 
days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

23 

They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the 
offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants with them. 

24 
Before 

they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 

The wolf and the 
lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the 
serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain," says the 
LORD. 
  

This passage in Isaiah was one that pointed God's wilderness-pilgrim-
people of the Old Covenant forward to the day of rejoicing when God 
would create a new heavens and a new earth.  This time is dawning with 
the coming of Jesus, yet not fully.  The Apostle John who wrote this 
Gospel, also wrote the Book of Revelation and mentions this more clearly 
in Revelation 21-22.  Again, in order to fully understand the story, we need 
Jesus as our interpretive guide along our own 'Road to Emmaus' (see last 
study on the Christ of Scripture). 
  

Even today, we who live after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus, still 
await the restoration of all things and the creation of the new heavens and 
the new earth.  The Jews unfortunately set all of their hopes on the earthly 
reality and land, and many without Jesus' interpretation did not understand 
that this earthly reality pointed to a much greater, more abundant spiritual 
reality! (John 3:11; cf. John 5:37-39). 
  



We today are on the pilgrim path as well as we seek to enter fully into our 
rest in the full spiritual provision and powerful presence of God (Romans 
8:19-25; cf. Hebrews 4:9-11).  But we must continue each day by faith in 
Jesus, and be reminded that he is indeed... 
  

The One who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path and 
fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every day on 

our journey. 
  

Survival and the Savior 

Notice this important truth in John 6.  There is a great crowd of people 
coming.  The disciples had seen Jesus' great signs and wonders.  The 
crowd was primarily following Jesus and his disciples because of the signs 
that he performed (John 6:2).  One day, over 5000 show up for a 
teaching.  The 5000 people include only men, there were many more 
women and children (cf. Mark 6:34ff).  This was a huge crowd like at a 
sports event or a music concert.  There were lots of people! 
  

And in those days there was not grocery stores on every corner to feed 
the people.  This was going to be a disappointing and hungry day for all of 
these people, and the cold, dark night was approaching (6:17).  In 
countries, such as America, where God has abundantly provided for us, it 
is hard to understand how great this miracle of Jesus was!  In fact, we 
must remember that for many in the ancient Near East and in New 
Testament times, people ate day-by-day according to the provision that 
God had provided for that day. 
  

In those times, they lived on the edge of poverty, sickness, hunger, thirst, 
and death each and every day.  There was no welfare for the poor and 
cast out- - there was no one usually even looking out for them!  There was 
no abundant medical knowledge and help like we have today- - there was 
no such thing as "yearly check ups" with the doctor!  Hunger and 
thirst could come upon a family quickly and with no announcement 
and with no relief.  A bad crop, spoiled food or contaminated water, fires, 
carelessness, and crookedness, and a family could lose all that they had.  
Death was always at the door. 
  

The people of this time had to depend upon God in order to survive! (and 
some unfortunately depended upon something or someone else). There 
were no "Real TV" shows about survival!  This was not something people 
wanted to watch and voyeuristically stare at!  For people who experienced 
it every day, it was something to look away from to something or hopefully 
someone else- -but this help was never guaranteed. 
  

LEFTOVERS for All! 



Here in John 6, Jesus is that One who helps in this difficult situation along 
the pilgrim path in order to show forth the grace and abundant provision of 
God!  Jesus is going to feed all of those who have come to him by faith!  In 
fact, Jesus is going to "supersize" a small meal.  He will take a small 
serving of bread and make it "Biggie Bread" and then he will take a small 
serving of fish and make it "Biggie Fish".  Jesus supersizes by his grace in 
this passage! 
  

Jesus is going to supersize so abundantly that when the meal is over, the 
most amazing thing will still be with the people- - leftovers (John 6:12)!  
You know, sometimes I wonder how blessed we are in prosperous 
countries.  We have it all, but are we truly blessed?  I mean, sometimes 
our "blessings" (read: our wealth and knowledge) keep us from seeing the 
abundant provision and grace of God in our lives.   
  

We really do get spoiled.  What we often throw away- - our left-overs- 
- are for other people in the world, a feast!  We need to think about 

good stewardship with food and drink every day. 
  

I remember a preacher from Haiti who stayed with Margaret and me.  He 
was a gracious man and loved his family.  He had come to stay with us 
while he was being trained to teach his people the Word of God.  He was 
here in America for training.  Well, we took him to a buffet at a nearby 
restaurant, and I will never forget what happened.  He rejoiced in seeing 
so much food in one place at one time!  He seemed to enjoy the dinner 
like nothing he had ever experienced! 
  

Yet when he saw the waitresses removing the plates from our table and 
the surrounding tables, he noticed that the plates were not empty- - they 
were not "clean".  He began to weep and he said: "If only my people, my 
family, could have the leftovers on those plates they would not be hungry 
this day"!  Remember when you pray to our Father in heaven for his 
provision, to thank him for his gracious provision and pray for the hungry 
and thirsty who live in other parts of the world! 
  

Jesus is so good in his abundant provision!  
  

Jesus provides leftovers on the pilgrim path to the Promised Land!  
What marvelous grace when Jesus "SUPERSIZES" all we give to 

him! 
  

A Test of Faith 

The question of the moment in John 6 is "Who will provide for the crowd of 
people?"  Now I want us to notice all of the responses.  First of all, Jesus 
asks Philip in order to test his faith (6:6-7).  Jesus apparently was seeing if 
Philip would ask, seek and knock in order to be answered, to receive, and 



for the door to be opened to him by Jesus!  But notice this: Jesus knew 
what he would do!  Take comfort in this reality!  Each and every day on 
your pilgrim path you are never alone- -Jesus is with you and he knows 
you and he knows what to do long before you even ask him! 
  

Notice Philip's response.  It is reasonable, but not of faith.  How many 
times does our own ingenuity keep us from seeing Jesus and his provision 
by faith? Why must we actually have to understand fully everything in our 
lives? (v. 9).  We are made in God's image to be meaning-seekers, to be 
understanding, but sometimes can't we just trust God as moderns?! 
  

We are such modern people today that our "modern-ness" has caused us 
to get lazy in our faith and rely only on what we can ingenuously produce 
and fully understand.  We record data, get flow charts, and all of these are 
helpful, but at the end of the day how is our faith?  Must we modern 
people always have to have evidence?  Can't we just be reminded that the 
most powerful evidence of God's help is that truly we live, move and have 
our being! 
  

Can't we trust the God who has made us and who keeps us and who 
provides for both the rich and the poor, the righteous and the unrighteous, 
and even the little sparrow (Luke 6; Matthew 6)?  We might call Philip the 
pessimistic “spread-sheet-minded-and-bottom-line” finance guy who is 
useful with faith, but not apart from faith in Jesus (or self-sufficient).  The 
response of Philip's type is:  
  

“We cannot afford to feed the crowd just one little bite!” 
  

"Can't Never Could!" 

My dad had a very helpful saying when I was growing up: "Can't never 
could!"  (And boy did he say this to me a lot, because he would challenge 
me, and I would respond: "I can't!".  He would then look at me and say: 
"Can't never could!".  It is the same with faith.   
  
Philip in essence says: "We can't", but hold on a minute!  He is looking at 
the One who has abundantly provided wine at a wedding feast (John 2); 
the One who says He has been sent by God from above in order to show 
forth God's love (John 3); the One who quenches the thirst of every 
person who comes to him by faith (John 4); the One who can heal the 
lame and the paralyzed (John 4); and the One Who is the focus of all the 
Scriptures, Who Moses wrote about! (John 5).  Where has Philip been?   
  
We are like this!  We see God's powerful hand in our salvation when we 
experience regenerative resurrection, and our lives begin to change into 
his likeness.  But then we forget about this, get caught up in the day to day 
busy shuffle, and when we go through a difficult and trying circumstance 



that Jesus told us we would go through (John 16:33), we don't have 
enough faith.   
  
We say: "I can't" and implicitly when we say that, we are saying: "He 

can't!"   
  
We must remember from Jesus' Passover picnic this: 
 
Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 

and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 
day on our journey. 

  

Resourceful, but not THE SOURCE 

Let's now look at Andrew.  How does he fair in this situation?  It may be 
easier to like him.  He is not wholly negative in his response like Philip.  
He is more of the optimistic and resourceful manager who has some 
doubts, and would be useful with faith, but not apart from faith in Jesus (or 
self-sufficient).   
  

Andrew responds: “There’s a boy we can use…but not enough for so 
many!”  Andrew thinks to use a lad, or a young boy, which is evidence of a 
good manager in him.  He wants to get the job done through others- - 
good idea, but not enough faith. 
  

Notice for both of their responses, Philip's turn to his own ingenuity and 
resources, or Andrew to a boy, a person, they are both seeking help along 
the path away from Jesus.  They both are turning away from Jesus and 
his abundant provision and powerful presence in order to seek something 
or someone else to get the job done.  Yet, as we are realizing (and they 
are as well), there is only ONE Who truly can get the job done and only 
One who cares enough never to let us down and to abundantly provide for 
us! 
 
We are without resources many times in our lives, both physically and 
spiritually!  But as I asked earlier, where do you turn first?- -it tells you a lot 
about yourself and your faith.  Ask God to help you in your weak faith, 
whether you turn to another person, an education, a piece of paper on the 
wall, your experience, your spreadsheet, etc. NEVER FORGET JESUS, 
WHO IS THE ONLY ONE WHO CAN ULTIMATELY HELP US ALONG 
OUR PILGRIM PATH. 
 
Pray for provision!  Jesus is gracious and wants us to rely on him for our 
all! Jesus is right in front of his disciples and in John 2 has taken no wine 
to abundant wine- - has the host changed?  Here is Jesus right before the 
disciples and they will not ask him (or pray) to him and let him answer their 



request by his grace.  Jesus can grant life, can he not sustain the life of 
those who are coming – with or without bread and fish if he chooses!   
  

Jesus is the gracious host who prepares a table for us in the wilderness, 
along the pilgrim path as we sup with him by faith, asking him for all of our 
needs!  Remember Psalm 23:5-6: 
  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
  
Do you believe it?  Do you believe that along the pilgrim path to the 
Promised Land that goodness and mercy shall follow you all the days of 
your life?  The host of this Passover picnic has not changed!  Remember 
this: 
  
Jesus is the one who abundantly provides for us on our pilgrim path 

and fellowships with us by His powerful presence each and every 
day on our journey. 

  
Philip and Andrew have been with him awhile now (at least a year, they 
were together at the last Passover- John 2), but they do not look to him by 
faith.   
  

So Jesus takes the Sovereign initiative (v. 10): “Have the people sit 
down.”  

  

If Jesus did not take the Sovereign initiative in our salvation and in our 
lives, we never would!  Jesus reveals himself here as he feeds the 
multitudes the gracious heavenly host (not like angels, but the "heavenly 
host"- Jesus the host (v. 11). 
  

The Host "SUPERSIZES" the Offering 

Jesus takes a little from a poor and insignificant boy and makes it a lot!  
Jesus makes a "biggie" meal for all to eat.  Jesus takes an insignificant 
boy and makes him significant in the history of the world as one who was 
an instrument of God's grace to his people.   
  

Jesus takes an insignificant little lunch, barley bread and pickled fish that 
was eaten by the poor, and makes it a significant feast to feed the 
multitudes on the pilgrim path.  In fact, this feast is another SIGN-ificant 
SIGN that points to Who Jesus is! 
  

Is there anything God cannot do?  "Can't never could - - but Jesus 
always can"- - perhaps that is the change I will make to my dad's 
excellent phrase.  And their are leftovers! 



  

It is the same in our lives today: Jesus takes our little gifts, our little 
talents, our little money and makes it a lot because of his ability to 
increase the little we give to him!  Jesus can take what we think to be an 
insignificant amount of money, an insignificant talent, and an insignificant 
amount of time and make it abundantly fruitful and significant.  The little 
we can give to God in faith, as this small boy, the great things that Jesus 
will do by His grace! 
  

Do you have money just sitting in the bank earning interest while you see 
poor people go by you every day?  Does your money provide the 
"security" that you should have in Jesus?  Ask Jesus if he could do greater 
things than earn 3-5% interest (maybe more!) in the bank and give so that 
others might eat and know the Lord Jesus!  Think about it.  What little you 
can give, Jesus can cause to be abundant blessings for His Kingdom!  Let 
Jesus "supersize" your small offering! 
  

Do you have a talent such as music, art, singing, thinking, learning, 
teaching, preaching, managing, farming, leading, spelling, calculating, 
designing, filming?  Do you think this gift is insignificant and you are 
wondering how your "small gift" could be used mightily by God?  Don't 
fret!  No gift of God is insignificant (Romans 12), and all gifts are needed.  
Do you serve in your congregation, or do you go "to church" thinking that 
others should serve and minister to you?  Do you not realize that you have 
been gifted with significant gifts in order to serve and build up God's 
people by faith? (Eph. 4:11-16).   
  

Don't sit around in a church building, going through the motions of 
worship, and playing church, having everyone minister to you, without 
using your gifts to encourage and significantly build up the Body of Christ!  
Pride keeps us from using our gifts.  I encourage you, take an inventory of 
the things you love to do, and the gifts that God has granted to you, then 
offer what you may think as insignificant up to Jesus and allow him to use 
your so-called "insignificant gifts" significantly as abundant blessings to 
His people in His Kingdom.  Let Jesus "supersize" your small offering! 
  

Can you give a little time to others?  It may seem an insignificant amount 
of time.  You may go around thinking guilty thoughts of this secular age 
that teaches you that you must spend "quality time".  Whatever that 
means, I do not know!?  However, the little time you spend with others, 
giving encouragement, help, advice, wisdom, instruction, love, and 
friendship, if offered up to Jesus, he can cause the little and insignificant 
time to be abundant blessings for His Kingdom!  Let Jesus "supersize" 
your small offering! 
  

Jesus Can "SUPERSIZE" Your Offering too!! 



But the question is: Have you turned to him and ask him to abundantly 
provide and bless others through your money, talents and time?  If you 
have not, do it now!  You may be using your money as a false idol of 
security that will help you get through this life and it could be serving as a 
functional idol for you.  You could be using your talents for your own fame 
and fortune, making yourself feel smarter or better because of what you 
can do and selfishly living for yourself.  Your functional idol could be your 
reputation.  You could be not using, but abusing or wasting your time on 
your pilgrim path only budgeting or managing your time for yourself and 
your own desires.  Your functional idol could be control.  You might think 
that you must control your time and always be in charge. 
  

With all of these sins that so easily beset us above, we have Jesus who 
can take what might seem insignificant and bless our money, talents and 
time with great significance by using what we give to him to feed and 
nurture his people along the pilgrim path!  Our donations in money, time 
and talents could be the resources that Christ "SUPERSIZES" and uses to 
set the table in the wilderness for those he loves, or it could be used to 
prepare the wedding feast and banquet of the Lamb as it sends more 
people out with invitations to come! (Matthew 22:1-16). 
  

Jesus Withdraws His Presence from His Disciples 
After this glorious miracle, Jesus withdraws because the greatest 
provision he will give the people is to ultimately become the Passover 
Lamb - -but not yet.  His Kingdom is not of this world and the people must 
not try to make him a mere earthly king, but must await God’s provision for 
the Heavenly and Eschatological King!   
  

After the abundant provision of food, Jesus must withdraw now to 
seek the Father (see Mark's account), the One who can give Jesus 
the strength he needs on HIS pilgrim path, in order to help him to 

continue on his journey to the cross for those he loves!   
  

Jesus will not only become the Passover Lamb, but the Lamb who serves 
and hosts the eschatological wedding supper and feast of the Lamb (next 
week on Day Two).  What we will see in our next study is that Jesus is 
both the Gracious Host and the Abundant Feast itself.  (I don't want to be 
crass and say that Jesus is the host and the main course, but their is truth 
to this in what he will say in the remainder of John 6).   
  

Jesus' feast to over 5000 people is a picture if you will of his gracious 
provision for his people every day, but also a picture of the feast that is to 
come- - except that only those who are clothed with Christ's righteous 
robes, who have been washed in his blood, will be able to attend the feast 
to come! 
 



How do we understand the connection between Jesus' Passover Picnic 
and the incident of Jesus walking on the water?  There is a 
connection.  Remember that Jesus has told his disciples to go on ahead of 
him (Mark 6).  After a day filled with miracles of abundant provision, the 
people wanted to make Jesus the King who overthrows Rome's 
oppressive power.  The people have wanted to make him an earthly king 
over them, because they recognize him as the Great and Eschatological 
Prophet about Whom Moses spoke.   
  

Walking on the Water- - to Save and Rescue His Disciples 
What the disciples and the people would have to realize now is that even 
after the Roman Empire fell, God’s people would still be a “wilderness-
pilgrim-people” relying on the living God to help them step-by-step until 
they finally made it to the Promised Land. 
 
In other words, even though Rome would fall eventually and there would 
be no Roman rule over God's people, Jesus wanted his disciples to 
prepare for tribulation and trouble in the time period before he returned for 
them (cf. John 16:33).  The abundant provision of Jesus’ resources and 
the abundant joy of his presence was to encourage them until he returned 
again supernaturally for his people.  
  

Jesus' Passover picnic was to remind them of God's gracious and 
consistent provision along the pilgrim path and to nurture them to 
persevere to the Heavenly Feast in the New Heavens and New Earth.  
Jesus' presence on the water and in the boat with his disciples was to 
remind his disciples that even after he withdrew from them to go to His 
Father's "house" (John 14:1-6), His powerful presence would go with them 
every step of the way and therefore there is nothing to fear! 
 
As wilderness-pilgrim-people, we have not made it to heaven yet, but 

Jesus has.  This is why the author of the Book of Hebrews teaches 
us to fix our eyes and direction on Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfector 

of our faith! 
  

Because of this, we are to be reminded of his faithfulness to us, 
his abundant resources available through prayer, and his presence that 
will be with us until the end of the Age.  Our hope is in the fact and 
historical reality that Jesus is resurrected King and Lord and when he 
returns supernaturally for us, he will restore all things and host a feast that 
will be above and beyond what our finite and faithless minds can 
now grasp. 
  

Jesus may not physically be with the disciples, but they are to be 
assured that he will return for them supernaturally, in a way that is 



beyond their wildest dreams, and brought safely home in his 
presence forever! 

 

"It is I; do not be afraid!" 

In this passage from chapter 6, Jesus comes to his disciples by night on 
the water when the waters are troubled and become rough in the dark 
night.  Jesus uses the resources of creation as only God can.  He not only 
can reproduce created things as he does with the bread and the fish (and 
earlier the wine in John 2), he can use water for a walkway to provide his 
powerful presence to his people!  Is there anything God cannot do? 
  

In John 6, seeing Jesus on the water in times of trouble, is to remind us to 
always ask this question:  

  

“What is it that Jesus can’t do for us?”  Remember: Can't never 
could, but Jesus always can! 

 
Jesus allows the disciples to serve at his table, at his Passover Picnic, to 
provide nourishment and food to the multitudes.  He also allows them to 
be alone, experiencing the darkness, only to make himself known to them 
again supernaturally. 
  

“It is I; do not be afraid” 
  

Notice Jesus' grace!  When he returns for the disciples, in order to join 
them again, he does so in a supernatural manner to rescue them 
permanently from danger and to help them safely and securely to get their 
boat into the harbor. 
 

Safely into the Harbor of the New Heavens and the New Earth 

What a picture of the Church now!  What a picture of our pilgrim path that 
we walk by faith each and every day fraught with difficulties and dangers.  
Not only can Jesus abundantly provide from his ocean of gracious 
resources, but his powerful presence will be with us until he returns 
supernaturally for us and safely guides us into the harbor of the Promised 
Land! 
  

In our day to day experiences, we go through difficult unsure times when 
we are bound to ask: “Where should we turn for help?”  We are reminded 
that no matter how much it seems we are alone and in darkness, Jesus’ 
powerful presence is available to guide us.  He will return supernaturally 
for us and will rescue his people on the Final Day to find themselves safe 
and secure in his presence in the New Heavens and the New Earth where 
we shall sup at the Lamb’s Supper for eternity! 
 



What is your problem today? What is your need?  Who do you turn to for 
help? Meditate on Revelation 19.  Here we are reminded of the end of our 
pilgrim path of trial and tribulation; here we are reminded of Jesus' victory 
and resurrection and his glorious presence at the wedding supper of the 
Lamb; here we are reminded that one day Jesus will supernaturally return 
for us and destroy all of His enemies! 

Revelation 19: After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, "Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong 
to our God, 

2
 for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great 

prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the 
blood of his servants." 

3
 Once more they cried out, "Hallelujah! The smoke from 

her goes up forever and ever." 
4
 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 

creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, 
"Amen. Hallelujah!" 

5
 And from the throne came a voice saying, "Praise our God, 

all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great." 
6
 Then I heard what 

seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like 
the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 

7
 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
8
 it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure"- for the fine linen is 
the righteous deeds of the saints. 

9
 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed 

are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, 
"These are the true words of God." 

10
 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, 

but he said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God." For the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

11
 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 

horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
judges and makes war. 

12
 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are 

many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 
13

 He is 
clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word 
of God. 

14
 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 

following him on white horses. 
15

 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which 
to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 

16
 On his robe and on his 

thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 
17

 Then I saw an angel 
standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly 
overhead, "Come, gather for the great supper of God, 

18
 to eat the flesh of kings, 

the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, 
and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and great." 

19
 And I saw the 

beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against 
him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 

20
 And the beast was 

captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by 
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who 
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns 
with sulfur. 

21
 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of 

him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh. 

"Jesus' Passover Picnic and Powerful Presence: Day Two"- John 
6:22-71 
  



We sup with the LORD today as pilgrims and experience Jesus' food and 

powerful presence in the Lord's Supper...but more of this next week! 
  

Soli Deo Gloria! 

  
"Reformation has always been a step-by-step process, and it must necessarily be such.  Zealots 

would attempt to achieve everything at one fell swoop, but they only smash their head against a 

stone wall.  God works by historical process--a gradual, continuous process-- and we must 

conform to God's way of working."-J.G. Vos, in A Call to Reformation 
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