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��AAFFTTEERR  TTHHEE  DDEEAATTHH  OOFF  JJOOSSHHUUAA����  
JJUUDDGGEESS  11::11--22::55  

RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  
 
Our text begins �After the death of Joshua�� in Judges 1a (or more specifically 
translated: �Here�s what happened after the death of Joshua��).  We should 
understand that what we learn in the Book of Judges is the second act or second 
movement of the Israelites� possessing the Land of Canaan as God had commanded them 
to do (Joshua 1). 
 
We should note a shift in redemptive-history at this juncture.  In Scripture, at the death of 
certain biblical figures there are new redemptive-historical beginnings.  For instance, 
after the death of Joseph, there is the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt; after the death 
of Moses there is revealed the leadership of Joshua as the Israelites take Canaan through 
conquest; after the death of Joshua, the rule of the Judge-Warriors begins; with the death 
of David later, the kingdoms of the north and south begin to unravel toward exile. 
 
We already know from previous Scriptures in the Pentateuch that the people of God are 
awaiting the Seed of the Woman who will crush the head of the serpent, and destroy the 
seed of the serpent (Gen. 3:14-16).  We already know that the promises to Abraham and 
to �his seed� have yet to be fulfilled (Gen. 12; 15).  We already know that the promise of 
a Prophet Greater than Moses who will rule the people for God has not yet come (Deut. 
18:15ff).  We already know that Joshua was to replace Moses after his death and lead the 
second generation of Israelites to conquer and possess Canaan as part of God�s will and 
plan for his people. 
 
Now Joshua is dead.  There is much to anticipate about the future as the people of God: 
When will the Seed of the Woman come to deliver and redeem Israel from God�s and 
their enemies? When will God�s covenant promises be fulfilled? When will a prophet 
greater than Moses arise?   
 
And just as important the question to be asked is: Who will lead Israel?  Moses was 
known as the �friend of God� who spoke to God face to face and everyone knew Moses 
was Israel�s leader without a doubt (Exodus 33:11); after Moses died Joshua took over as 
commander of the Lord�s army and everyone knew it well; later in redemptive-history the 
kings like David and Solomon would be given to lead Israel, but at this time, who will 
lead Israel- -Joshua is dead?!   
 
Everyone knows that the people of God must be led, or they will be tempted toward 
individualism and doing right in their own eyes- -they need a leader who can give a 
corporate vision to the church under age.  There is work to be done on building and 
establishing God�s Kingdom so that they gates of hell will not prevail- -and a leader is 
desperately needed (this is not the work of lone rangers, cowboys, and wranglers of the 
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sort in the Western genre, although the leaders God will raise up will look like some of 
them at times!). 
 
This should help us to get at the redemptive-historical setting of the Book of Judges.  An 
important question to ask up front: �Will one of the Judge-Warriors found in the Book of 
Judges ultimately fulfill God�s promises? Will one of the Judge-Warriors found in the 
Book of Judges ultimately redeem Israel and conquer all of God�s enemies?   
 
The Book of Judges serves as a bridge between the time of Moses and the first and second 
generation of Israelites who lived in Canaan and the time of the Davidic Monarchy that 
would still be future.  Another way of saying this is that the Book of Judges must be 
interpreted after the Abrahamic Covenant, and be understood as a bridge between the 
Mosaic and Davidic Covenants.   
 
The Book of Judges with the death of Joshua opening it signaled the transition from the 
period of Israel�s conquest of the land to the period of the settlement in the land of 
Canaan.  The Book of Judges is then situated between the great Exodus event and the 
Monarchy that is to come; we learn that this is the author�s purpose by reading the first 
and last verses of the book: 
 
ESV Judges 1:1 After the death of Joshua, the people of Israel inquired of the LORD, "Who 
shall go up first for us against the Canaanites, to fight against them?" 
 
ESV Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his 
own eyes. 
  
But wait just a minute, pastor, before you continue!  Isn�t the Book of Judges a mere 
Sunday school book?  Shouldn�t we just pick a few good guys out of it and learn from 
them, then move on? Certainly we shouldn�t preach from the book, or have a sermons 
series from a �Sunday school book� should we?!  Of course we should! It is part of the 
�whole counsel of God� (Acts 20:28)- -part of the whole of God�s special, inspired and 
infallible revelation- -part of Holy Scripture that we dare not ignore. 
 
What is the Book of Judges about? The book is about any things, many characters, but it 
primarily about one gracious and merciful God who is faithful to his people.  What else?  
The book reveals how unity in the people of God and faith in God can bring about the 
defeat of the world, flesh and the devil.  The book reveals how where there is lack of faith 
in God and His promises, there will be division, failure, worldliness in and among the 
people of God.   
 
To be continued, January 11th, 2009 
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