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1) How is a covenant simply defined? 

 

A bond in blood sovereignly administered. 

 

2) What successive covenants span the entirety of the Old Testament period? 

 

Noah, Abraham, Moses and David 

 

3) How is the unity of the covenants revealed in historical experience? Give examples. 

 

The covenants God makes with his people are successive, sometimes overlap with one another, 

and are progressively revealed as God’s sovereign and eschatological purpose unfolds throughout 

history. 

 

How do I use the term eschatological? 

 

How is this revealed in ‘historical experience’?: 1) Points of covenantal inauguration demonstrate 

unity- God’s covenant with Abraham, Moses and David do not replace the prior covenant 

commitments of God but rather reveal further the realization of God’s one eternal covenant; that 

is, with every covenant inauguration there is the assumption of prior covenant promises and 

commitments, and successive covenants advance the original purpose of God to a higher level of 

realization (e.g. Exodus 2:24; Exodus 3:16-17; 6:4-8; 2 Sam. 7:6, 23). 

 

2) History of life under the covenants demonstrates unity- There is more continuity with prior 

covenantal commitments than discontinuity between them.  The same promises (Exo. 32:13-14; 

Gen. 15:18, Exo. 23:31, Josh. 1:3) are realized partially. 

 

“The history of God’s covenant people indicates that the covenants basically are one. The 

Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic covenants do not supplant one another; they supplement one 

another. A basic unity binds them together” (pg. 34). 

 

Thematic unity: “I shall be your God, and you shall be my people.”  In fact, the theme of “I shall 

be your God and you shall be my people reaches its climax through its embodiment in a single 

person (the Incarnation-Immanuel unity”). 

 

4) How should the Old Covenant be characterized? 

 

Promise, shadow, prophecy 

 

 

5) How should the New Covenant be characterized? 

 

Fulfillment, reality, realization 



 

6) Read Galatians 3:10-29.  How does the Apostle Paul teach that the covenants of God are unified 

and at the same time diverse in administration? 

 

1) “Before faith came…” contrast with “faith has come” (Gal. 3:23, 25).  The coming of 

Christ has changed the entire course of history. 

2) A single way of salvation has always been present in Scripture: The gospel was preached 

‘beforehand’ to Abraham (Gal. 3:8); Abraham was saved in the same way that believers 

today are saved (Gal. 3:9). 

3) Abrahamic period of the OC with the Mosaic period of the OC (Gal. 3:15-19); the 

inheritance of the blessings to Abraham are based on believing God’s promises (cf. 2 

Cor. 3:7ff).  Law under Moses was only to function as a schoolmaster-tutor, not a way of 

salvation (Gal. 3:19ff).  Law was to teach mankind that they are guilty of sin and fall 

short of the glory of God. 

4) Circumcision contrasted with baptism (Gal. 5:2; Phil. 3:3ff).  With the coming of faith 

and the full revelation of Jesus Christ, circumcision is of no value (cf. Gal. 3:26-29; Rom. 

2:25-29). 

5) Law covenant contrasted with promise covenant (Gal. 3:17); the law did not annul the 

promise. 

6) Jerusalem below (or present Jerusalem) contrasted with Jerusalem above (Gal. 4:25ff). 

 

WCF 7.5  This covenant was differently administered in the time of the law, and in the time 

of the gospel;(1) under the law it was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, 

circumcision, the paschal lamb, and other types and ordinances delivered to the people of the 

Jews, all foresignifying Christ to come,(2) which were for that time sufficient and efficacious, 

through the operation of the Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in faith in the promised 

Messiah,(3) by whom they had full remission of sins, and eternal salvation; and is called the 

Old Testament.(4) (1)2 Cor. 3:6,7,8,9. (2)Heb. 8,9 & 10; Rom. 4:11; Col. 2:11,12; 1 Cor. 5:7.  

(3)1 Cor. 10:1,2,3,4; Heb. 11:13; John 8:56. (4)Gal. 3:7,8,9,14. 

 

Robertson writes: “Diversity indeed exists in the various administrations of God’s covenants. 

This diversity enriches the wonder of God’s plan for his people. But the diversity ultimately 

merges into a single purpose overarching the ages (pg. 61). 

 

7) List the specific emphases of God’s covenant with Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David 

and Christ 

a. Adam: the covenant of commencement 

b. Noah: the covenant of preservation 

c. Abraham: the covenant of promise 

d. Moses: the covenant of law 

e. David: the covenant of the kingdom 

f. Christ: the covenant of consummation 

 


