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SSAAMMSSOONN::  
TTHHEE  CCHHUURRCCHH’’SS  SSPPIIRRIITT--EEMMPPOOWWEERREEDD  WWAARRRRIIOORR  

JJUUDDGGEESS  1144::11--1155::88  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

  

How does the Spirit of God make a difference in the life of the Church? He empowers 

her to walk before God faithfully by God’s enabling power.   

 

Christ’s people are to know who they are before God and to walk by the Spirit as those 

who are empowered to overcome indwelling sin. 

 

We left off in chapter 13 with Samson growing into a Spirit-filled warrior: 

 
ESV 

Judges 13:24-25: And the woman bore a son and called his name Samson. And the 

young man grew, and the LORD blessed him. 
25

 And the Spirit of the LORD began to 

stir him in Mahaneh-dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 

 

The question still before us is whether Samson will be the prophet greater than Moses 

that was prophesied in Deuteronomy 18:15-18.  Samson many times has experienced the 

empowered presence of God’s Spirit (Judges 13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14).  Samson 

experiences the Spirit of God to know and realize his identity as one consecrated to God 

for service. 

 

But also, Samson uses his strength that is from God, but does not realize the strength he 

has to overcomes his flesh and walk before God in righteousness by God’s power and 

grace. 

 

But before our very eyes, we will be shown a man who is distracted by the temptations of 

this world. 

 

Samson has been set apart to be a Spirit-filled-warrior-judge, has many gifts given to 

him, but his sinfulness will get the best of him. 

 

Samson is a "little Israel," a microcosm of what Israel does in disobedience to the 

covenant and the words of Moses recorded in the Book of Deuteronomy. That is, 

marrying foreign women and seeking after foreign gods but also developing a blindness, 

an inability to remember "what their eyes had seen" and doing what is "right in their own 

eyes." 

 

As Israel is oblivious in the Book of Judges to their calling, so Samson, a "little Israel" in 

microcosmic form is set apart to be holy to YHWH by a Nazirite vow and has the Spirit 

of YHWH upon him, still he knows not his identity. In fact, the text does not tell of 

blatant disobedience in Samson just that he is unaware of his identity as consecrated to 

YHWH.  
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In the same way that Samson "sees" a foreign woman and is taken captive by her, Israel 

has been taken captive in the Book of Judges by forgetting what their eyes had seen (Dt. 

4) and are following after foreign women and being seduced by their gods (Dt. 7:3ff). 

Israel does what is right in their own eyes (Judges 17:6), and does evil in the sight of the 

LORD (Judges 2:11; 3:7,12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1). In contrast to the other cycles of Israel 

doing evil and crying out to YHWH, they do not cry out to YHWH this time (13:1), but 

YHWH is faithful to deliver them in spite of their spiritual insensitivity. 

 

The plot outline is basically Samson seeing a Philistine woman and finding her pleasing, 

demanding from his parents that they give her to him, killing a lion, breaking his Nazirite 

vow and desecrating himself and his parents.  

 

Ultimately, the plot is a commentary of the theology of Deuteronomy in specifically two 

main points: 1) Samson and his parents had forgotten what their eyes had seen in the 

works of God performed in the Exodus; 2) Samson's parents do not seem to be passing on 

the covenantal instructions of YHWH to their child Samson, and therefore Samson does 

not know his consecrated and covenantal identity (cf. Gideon's father in Judges 6:25-27). 

 

Application from Samson’s Life 

 

1) Samson saw, he desired, he went after it, he sinned, it led to his death- - sin when 

it is full grown leads to death; 2) Samson has the power to kill a lion with his bare 

hands yet he does not realize the power he has from God to resist a Philistine 

woman; 3) Samson has the Spirit of YHWH upon him, he is set apart from birth 

to be consecrated, yet he does not know his covenantal identity. 

 
ESV 

James 1:13-15: Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God 

cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
14

 But each person is tempted when 

he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
15

 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to 

sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 

Our text begins with Samson going down to Timnah.  We are told there that Samson saw 

one of the daughters of the Philistines and he told his father and mother that he wanted 

her for a wife (14:1-2). 

 

The first thing that occurs in the narrative is that Samson "sees" the woman in Timnah 

(v.1). Samson explains to his parents that he desires this woman because he "saw" her 

(v.2). Later Samson speaks with her and she still pleases him (v.7). This is the irony 

given the fact that Samson was set apart or consecrated for the service of YHWH with a 

Nazirite vow (Judges 13; cf. Num. 6) and does not seem to know his consecrated identity, 

but seems to be "blind" to the things of YHWH. The author is provoking the reader to 

ask, "Why is a Nazirite looking at a foreign woman, hanging out in vineyards and 

"scooping" honey from a dead carcass?" (cf. Num. 6:9ff)- -this is too close for comfort; 

this is forbidden. 
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The Philistines were Israel’s enemies, physically and especially spiritually.  Philistines 

were idolaters and to marry and idolater was to commit oneself to the wife’s idols (not to 

mention the effect this will have on the children’s catechism lessons). 

 

Samson did not listen to his father’s admonition and rebuke to choose a wife among his 

own people.  In fact the Bible says that Samson said specifically in his lustful response: 

“Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes” (14:3). 

 

Now we should remember that Israel has been sinning against God and “doing what is 

right in her own eyes” rather than doing God’s will.  Samson as the strongest 

representative judge of Israel is also wanting what is right in his own eyes even if it 

means possibly becoming an idolater and forfeiting his work as redeemer-judge on 

Israel’s behalf. 

 

Samson just wants her and as Woody Allen put it so honestly and inappropriately when 

he was caught in an act of fornication with his wife’s daughter: “The heart wants what the 

heart wants.” So true. 

 

This is Israel’s problem represented in Samson; this is the Church’s problem.  This is the 

ongoing problem of indwelling sin that must be eradicated and resisted by God’s grace. 

 

Now we should notice that it was not that Samson did not have the Spirit of God- -we are 

told that he did.  He just chose not to follow the Spirit’s guidance and leading, which is 

how all of us can be as sinners. 

 

The text is a bit ambiguous in chapter 14 as to whether Samson knew his identity as 

consecrated to the LORD; that is, have his parents been faithful in passing on their 

children what Moses had instructed them to do in Deuteronomy 4? The Messenger of 

YHWH tells his parents in chapter 13 three times the importance of his consecration, but 

there is silence in chapter 14, no word of his Nazirite vow (Judges 13:5, 7, 14; cf. Num. 

6:1-21). 

 

What can be hard for us to understand is how man’s sinfulness and God’s sovereignty is 

worked out in real history.  We see this in verse 4.  We are told that Samson’s sin of 

desiring the Philistine woman was particularly his sin.  Nevertheless, in God’s 

sovereignty, God was going to use this situation to defeat Israel’s enemies. 

 

In Judges 14:4, YHWH is "seeking an occasion against the Philistines." The author tells 

us some "behind the scenes" information: YHWH is at work providentially! hn"a]t is a 

difficult word to translate, looks like the Hebrew word for fig tree, but it means an 

"occasion" (KJV, NKJV, NIV, NASB, RSV) or it can be translated as "time of heat" or 

"sexual drive" (see also Jeremiah 2:24 for the same use of word). The author may use this 

word to mean mere "occasion" or he could be using it satirically to describe God's 

purposes in light of Samson's desires for wanting the woman from Timnah. However, we 

do not want to make too much of this, but merely observe the use of the word. 
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Now this in no way means that we are to go on sinning so that grace may increase as the 

Apostle Paul says in Romans 6.  We are to understand as believers that we have been 

freed from the slavery of sin, and act like Spirit-filled people in reliance upon God’s 

grace. 

 

However, even in our sins, God accomplishes his purposes.  This is something that the 

sinful human mind cannot fathom.  Yes, our sins are our sins and not God’s sins. Yes, we 

are responsible for our sins, and they have real consequences that hurt ourselves and 

others while dishonoring God. Yet God will glorify himself even through our mistakes. 

 

This is reminder of the great grace of God to us all.  God saved us in Jesus Christ by 

using sinful men and His enemies to accomplish his purposes.  The salvation of God’s 

people was accomplished through the sinful acts of willful and treacherous men: 

 

Acts 4:26-28: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered 

together, against the Lord and against his Anointed'
1
- 

27
 for truly in this city there were 

gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod 

and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 
28

 to do whatever 

your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

 

Nothing can frustrate God’s purposes, including our sins.  This is the truth being revealed 

in this important passage in Judges.  One of the truths about God revealed in the entire 

book is that SALVATION IS OF THE LORD.  Salvation is by grace alone through faith.  

God will accomplish his sovereign purposes and will be glorified through them! 

 

Let us not try to fully grasp and comprehend this truth of Scripture, but let us worship 

God who deserves the glory and praise for his wonderful acts on behalf of the 

undeserving. 

 

Let parents who have instructed their children and yet their children have shown no signs 

of spirituality not to lose hope… 

 

And Samson as a representative of the visible Church at that time in redemptive-history 

need much grace.  

 

The story continues as Samson went down to Timnah with his father and mother.  Here 

Samson’s great superhuman (almost) strength is revealed to us.  This is irony being 

revealed in Samson’s life.  Samson can tear a huge mongrel lion to pieces like a young 

goat with his bare hands, but he cannot control his indwelling sin.  We are told that 

Samson protected his family, that he performed this act of almost superhuman strength, 

and yet he cannot resist his own temptation.  Verse 7 immediately following says: “Then 

[Samson] went down and talked with the woman, and she was right in Samson’s eyes.” 

 

Samson should have used his superhuman strength to resist this tempting woman; he 

should have known that the woman was a counterfeit illusion, but he did not have the 

eyes to see the truth. 
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You might have noticed something that is going on in the text with repetition by now.  

We are told over and over by the author of Judges that Samson went down 

(dr,YEïw:/yarad).  This “went down” is important for the overall story of Samson; he 

literally will go down, even into the depths in a Philistine prison that represented for the 

Philistines and underworld.   

 

There is a unity to the structure of the narrative with the repetition of the verb yarad 

(14:1,5,7,10). Two sections begin with "behold" (14: 5,8) which point the reader to pay 

attention to what Samson encounters: the lion and the later the swarm of bees. Samson 

also sees the woman from Timnah (14: 2,3,7) and she "pleases him well" (v.3). The 

author uses this verb raah to indicate where Samson's sights or eyes were directed - -at 

foreign women (cf. Dt. 7:3ff). 

 

The Hebrew verb yarad is the verb also used to describe the prophet Jonah as he goes 

down away from God’s will, to the boat, to the bottom of the boat, to the bottom of the 

sea, to the bottom of the whale…descending down to the underworld away from the will 

and presence of God. 

 

This is also what Samson is doing; he is yarad-ing.  The author of Judges is rhetorically 

teaching us how to read and interpret the story of Samson. 

 

In v. 5, we are told "behold" or "surprise" as a young lion rushes onto the stage to attack 

Samson. He comes from nowhere and Samson kills the lion easily by the Spirit of 

YHWH, just as King David (1 Sam. 17:36,37). However, in contrast to David who learns 

of the YHWH's power against the a Philistine giant (1 Sam. 17:37- "YHWH will deliver 

me from the Philistine as from the paw of the lion"), Samson does not realize his strength 

to resist a Philistine woman.  

 

At this point the reader wonders if Samson knows he is a "Mighty warrior" or deliverer of 

Israel at all. However, YHWH is faithful to not only deliver Israel, but through suffering 

and trial to make Samson realize his identity by the time the narrative concludes in 

chapter 16. Judges 14:4 tells us that YHWH was behind the scenes despite Samson being 

"clueless to his call," and was working through Samson to have an occasion to ultimately 

defeat the Philistines.  

 

One of the most important narrative analogies in Judges 14:1-10 is Samson being 

compared to David: he slays the lion in the strength of the Spirit of YHWH and he is also 

distracted by "seeing" a foreign woman which causes him to sin (cf. 2 Sam. 11:1ff). 

 

Remember that Samson was a Nazarite and had been set apart by God to serve God.  

Samson’s commitment to God’s grace is unraveling before our very eyes.  First, Samson 

sought a woman from the uncircumcised Philistines, and secondly, he will break his 

Nazarite vow more specifically by going near and touching the carcass of a dead animal 

(read 14:8-9). 
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A Nazarite was not to touch the carcass of the dead; they were not to go near them.  So 

Samson’s sins are being compounded now.  Samson’s heart is moving farther away from 

God, and so his actions are more disobedient to God’s clear revelation. 

 

Isn’t this how it happens to all of us? Our hearts begin to want something so bad that we 

are tempted to even forsake God.  Our love for someone or something wrong becomes 

stronger than our love for God. We forsake God a bit in our hearts, then we become more 

disobedient.  The problem of indwelling sin again. 

 

It causes us to move, to drift.  You’ve been to the beach in the summer, and you’re 

playing in the water, and you’ve marked your place in front of your hotel, or in the sight 

of your umbrella and/or cooler.  You play around in the water without looking up much 

to notice where are at, then you suddenly realize you have drifted much further down the 

beachfront than you imagined. 

 

That’s how drifting is; that’s what the author of the Book of Hebrews warns us all about: 

 
ESV 

Hebrews 2:1-3: Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard, lest we drift away from it. 
2
 For since the message declared by angels proved to 

be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 
3
 how 

shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 

 

Potential drifting, or proneness to drifting is another characteristic of indwelling sin.  Our 

hearts in some manner forsake God, then we end up drifting with regard to being sober 

and watchful in our effort to be faithful to God in reliance upon His grace. 

 

Think about how we know that we have grace in Christ, and yet we do not rely upon it in 

certain situations as we should; and our hearts drift from God; our hearts grow cold 

toward God and others who might stand in the way of what seems good in our own eyes. 

 

Until we repent we are hard-of-seeing; we are not able to see clearly enough to act in 

order to please God by His grace. 

 

Part of the drifting that happens, is revealed further in our story.  After we have begun to 

drift, we then begin to deceive, and the things that were important to us before, become 

less important. 

 

Notice how Samson knew what he had done was wrong, but he wants to taunt his family 

with a riddle.  Samson wants to tell what he did sinfully to his parents, but desired to play 

a guessing game in order for the truth to be revealed. 

 

Samson is showing that he really is an immature man spiritually, although he might be 

excessively strong outwardly and physically.  Although he has a strong arm, his heart is 

very weak. 
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Samson is also a man to whom God has shown a display of great power, but Samson 

cannot fathom that the power God supplies to him could be used in resisting sin.  Isn’t 

this a bit like all of us?! 

 

Samson’s family could not solve his riddle; they could not win at his childish game 

(14:12-14), so the family sought Samson’s wife (the unnamed woman of Timnah) to help 

through deception. 

 

Now here is where a woman’s tendency to sin is truly revealed.  Men have certain ways 

of expressing their indwelling sinfulness, but here we have a classic case of the “cryin’s” 

where a woman uses deception and manipulation to get her way with her husband. 

 

In her manipulation she cried: “You only hate me; you do not love me.”  Women, how 

many times have you cried that way in order to get your way? 

 

Another strength of a woman that is used against her because of indwelling sin is a 

persistence that leads to manipulative “getting her way”.  If she cannot just ask her 

husband for the answer to the riddle, then she will make him fell sorry for her through 

manipulation, and then continue to nag him until he gives up! 

 

The woman manipulated: “She wept before him the seven days that their feast lasted, and 

on the seventh day he told here, because she pressed him hard” (14:17). 

 

We must stop here just to be reminded that both men and women have been given gifts 

by God to bring glory to God.  Samson and his wife had strengths as well as weaknesses; 

however, the indwelling sin caused their strengths to become prideful hindrances, and 

their weaknesses to become traps to ruin their lives. 

 

But back to Samson…Samson’s wife got her way (14:17).  Samson’s strength again is 

not very useful with his woman.  It would seem that Samson being Spirit-filled, being 

strong enough physically to tear a lion from limb to limb, would have the strength 

spiritually also to lead his wife and household as God had called him to.  Regardless of 

how he got into this relation with the woman from Timnah, she was now his wife. 

 

If Samson couldn’t control his wife and keep his household, how in the world would 

Samson be able to rule Israel which is the Household of Faith (1 Tim. 3:7-15)?? 

 

Lot’s to learn here in Samson’s life.  What we see is a powerful Spirit-filled man, 

equipped for the task God had given him, but unfortunately Samson’s heart wasn’t in it.  

Not only was Samson’s heart NOT in it, his thoughts were given constantly to 

temptation, deception, and being manipulated, and his will was anything but determined; 

he was weak. 

Samson is not to be the prophet greater than Moses that Deuteronomy 18 foretold. In 

comparison to Moses' telling the Israelites to remember what their eyes had seen and 

what God had done for them and passing on their faith to their children, this is not found 
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in the Samson narrative (cf. Deut. 4). God is glorified and delivers Israel in spite of this 

(cf. Deut. 30:1-10). 

Samson is compared to the kings of Israel. He is compared particularly to Saul in Judges 

13-16 because he has the Spirit of the LORD upon him, but because of his disobedience 

to his Nazirite vow, the LORD removes his Spirit from him as he does with Saul (cf. 1 

Sam. 16:14). Samson is contrasted to David, and David is more faithful as king and 

leader of Israel, he fights with a lion and overcomes the Philistines, but he is also caught 

in the sin of adultery with Bathsheba because of his "seeing" a woman that was pleasing 

to him (cf. 2 Sam. 11:1-5ff). 

As with Samson, the later OT books of Kings, Chronicles, and the Prophets (particularly 

Isaiah and Hosea who both prophesied during the time prior to the Exile), warn Israel of 

her sins of forgetting her covenant with the LORD, marrying foreign women and the 

Exile that will come upon them for their disobedience in forgetting what their eyes had 

seen and not passing on the covenant to their children. In the prophecy of Isaiah, he 

speaks of God's judgment of blindness on his people (Is. 6:9-10; 29:9-10; cf. Is. 29:18; 

35:5; 42:16).  

Isaiah, as covenant prosecutor, recalls to the Israelites part of the curses foretold in 

Deuteronomy 28:28-29. This gives further canonical understanding on Samson's 

blindness to the things of God and to his consecration to YWHW. Because of Israel's 

blindness as a people, they did what was evil in their own eyes and they did evil in the 

sight of the LORD.  

So was Israel; so are we. 

 

Would Samson be one greater than Moses? No. 

 

But Samson would be recipient of God’s grace, and one day one who was Spirit-filled 

and strong, not affected by indwelling sin would come to redeem God’s people. 

 

One would come who was Great than Moses. He would keep his covenantal eyes fixed 

on God’s mission to save His people.  Jesus would also approach a dead carcass; the dead 

carcass he approached at Bethany was to raise Lazarus from the dead and foreshadow his 

own death and resurrection in power and glory- - including the eschatological 

resurrection of all his people.  Jesus remembered the covenant and fulfilled the Law and 

the prophets. 

 

The Samson narrative is further understood in light of further NT revelation. In James 1: 

13-15, James speaks of God not tempting anyone but when we are enticed, then desire is 

conceived and it gives birth to sin, which when full grown brings death. This is exactly 

what happened to Samson and something the people of God can remember today.  

 

We should never forget to daily lay aside every sin that so easily besets and fix our eyes 

on Jesus YHWH, the Pioneer and Perfector of our faith (Heb. 12:1-2). As Hebrews 
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11:32ff teaches, Samson ultimately did fix his eyes on YWHW rather than Philistine 

women, and by faith believed that the LORD could deliver him. However imperfect was 

his life, YHWH was glorified and made him perfect through his sufferings.  

 

All the people of God should know that when we suffer for doing wrong in a covenantal 

context, YHWH is faithful and will chastise us as sons (Heb. 12:7ff). Samson endured 

chastening and was brought to repentance, but the people had to wait until the light of NT 

revelation made this clear. Christ in the Sermon on the Mount tells the people to avoid sin 

and covenant breaking at all costs- - even to the point of "gouging out one's eyes" if they 

cause us to sin and break God's commandments. 

1) Although we as a church are surrounded by this age and the ways of our culture, we 

should never forget how the LORD has healed our blindness to our sins and has shed the 

light of his truth in our hearts; we have passed from the Kingdom of darkness into the 

Kingdom of Light, in the Son whom YHWH loves. As the Apostle Paul teaches to the 

church at Corinth, the god of this age has blinded those who disbelieve (2 Cor. 4:4). We 

must always be aware of our covenantal identity, while remembering God's faithfulness 

to us in Christ, the one who made both physical and spiritual eyes to see. 

2) The church must avoid worship of any idols, that is anything that keeps us from 

obedience to the LORD for what he has done. The Apostle Paul reminds us that the gods 

of this world are no gods at all, but demons (1 Cor. 8:4ff). Like Samson, the church must 

remember it is the Bride of Christ and therefore there should be no spiritual adultery or 

the marrying of foreign women. The Apostle Paul calls this joining our bodies to a harlot 

(1 Cor. 6:12-20). Therefore since we have been bought with a price, we ought to offer our 

bodies to God because we are the Temple of the Holy Spirit. 

3) The church is called to be a holy and consecrated people to the LORD; we must 

remember our identity as we be not conformed to the mold of this age, but be 

transformed by the renewing of our minds so that we might do the will of God and fulfill 

the commands of God by the Spirit living within us (Rom 12:1ff). Now, the Apostle Paul 

teaches the people of God to stand in the power of YHWH and of his might, and to resist 

the devil and his forces of evil (Eph. 6:10ff). As the covenant people of God, we must 

remember the benediction of the Book of Hebrews in 13:20-21: "Now may the God of 

peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete (perfect) in every good 

work to do his will, working in you what is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 

Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen." 
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Scripture Lesson 
ESV 

Numbers 6:1 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
2
 "Speak to the people of Israel 

and say to them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a 

Nazirite,
1 

to separate himself to the LORD, 
3
 he shall separate himself from wine and 

strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and shall not 

drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 
4
 All the days of his separation

1 
he 

shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins. 
5
 "All 

the days of his vow of separation, no razor shall touch his head. Until the time is 

completed for which he separates himself to the LORD, he shall be holy. He shall let the 

locks of hair of his head grow long. 
6
 "All the days that he separates himself to the LORD 

he shall not go near a dead body. 
7
 Not even for his father or for his mother, for brother or 

sister, if they die, shall he make himself unclean, because his separation to God is on his 

head. 
8
 All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD. 

9
 "And if any man dies very 

suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then he shall shave his head on 

the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it. 
10

 On the eighth day he shall 

bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
11

 

and the priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and 

make atonement for him, because he sinned by reason of the dead body. And he shall 

consecrate his head that same day 
12

 and separate himself to the LORD for the days of his 

separation and bring a male lamb a year old for a guilt offering. But the previous period 

shall be void, because his separation was defiled. 
13

 "And this is the law for the Nazirite, 

when the time of his separation has been completed: he shall be brought to the entrance 

of the tent of meeting, 
14

 and he shall bring his gift to the LORD, one male lamb a year 

old without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish as 

a sin offering, and one ram without blemish as a peace offering, 
15

 and a basket of 
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unleavened bread, loaves of fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared 

with oil, and their grain offering and their drink offerings. 
16

 And the priest shall bring 

them before the LORD and offer his sin offering and his burnt offering, 
17

 and he shall 

offer the ram as a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD, with the basket of unleavened 

bread. The priest shall offer also its grain offering and its drink offering. 
18

 And the 

Nazirite shall shave his consecrated head at the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall 

take the hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice of 

the peace offering. 
19

 And the priest shall take the shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, 

and one unleavened loaf out of the basket and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them 

on the hands of the Nazirite, after he has shaved the hair of his consecration, 
20

 and the 

priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. They are a holy portion for 

the priest, together with the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed. And 

after that the Nazirite may drink wine. 
21

 "This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows 

an offering to the LORD above his Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in exact accordance 

with the vow that he takes, then he shall do in addition to the law of the Nazirite." 
22

 The 

LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 
23

 "Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 

bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 
24

 The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25

 

the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26

 the LORD lift up 

his countenance
1 

upon you and give you peace. 
27

 "So shall they put my name upon the 

people of Israel, and I will bless them." 

 
ESV 

Jeremiah 2:20:20-26: "For long ago I broke your yoke and burst your bonds; but you 

said, 'I will not serve.' yes, on every high hill and under every green tree you bowed down 

like a whore. 
21

 Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. How then have you 

turned degenerate and become a wild vine? 
22

 Though you wash yourself with lye and use 

much soap, the stain of your guilt is still before me, declares the Lord GOD. 
23

 How can 

you say, 'I am not unclean, I have not gone after the Baals'? Look at your way in the 

valley; know what you have done- a restless young camel running here and there, 
24

 a 

wild donkey used to the wilderness, in her heat sniffing the wind! Who can restrain her 

lust? None who seek her need weary themselves; in her month they will find her. 
25

 Keep 

your feet from going unshod and your throat from thirst. But you said, 'It is hopeless, for 

I have loved foreigners, and after them I will go.' 
26

 "As a thief is shamed when caught, so 

the house of Israel shall be shamed: they, their kings, their officials, their priests, and 

their prophets…. 

 
ESV 

2 Peter 1:3-11: His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 

godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to
1 

his own glory and excellence,
2 

4
 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 

them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption 

that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
5
 For this very reason, make every effort to 

supplement your faith with virtue,
1 

and virtue with knowledge, 
6
 and knowledge with 

self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
7
 and 

godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
8
 For if these 

qualities
1 

are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9
 For whoever lacks these qualities is so 

nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 
10

 



 12 

Therefore, brothers,
1 

be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if 

you practice these qualities you will never fall. 
11

 For in this way there will be richly 

provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 


