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““AA  PPRROOPPHHEETT  GGRREEAATTEERR  TTHHAANN  MMOOSSEESS??””  
TTHHEE  DDEEAATTHH  OOFF  AA  SSAAVVIIOORR  

JJUUDDGGEESS  1166  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 

Samson’s had a great birth and was set apart and the LORD has blessed Samson with 

strength and the Spirit of YHWH- -yet he has not learned (like Israel) to trust and obey 

and keep his eyes on the LORD. 

 

Samson, rather than living according to his true identity in the LORD, has become a 

womanizer, involved in trickery, and valued anything that would bring him worldly 

pleasure and sinful satisfaction. 

 

Samson’s on the move again: “Samson went to Gaza…” (v. 1a). 

 

Samson sees again; Samson fixes his eyes on another ungodly woman: “…There he saw 

a prostitute, and he went into her” (v. 1b). 

 

Samson like Israel is still doing what is right in his own eyes.  As a Savior-Deliverer he is 

chosen by God and very strong but he does not know his own identity, is weak in his 

choices, fixes his eyes on worldly things, and is easily manipulated by ungodly women. 

 

Although Samson is practically surrounded and ambushed while he is making love with 

the world (v. 3), he nevertheless is able in his strength to make a break.  Notice how 

Samson is extremely strong and able, but has not much power virtuously and over his sin 

problem (just as Israel). 

 

Enter Delilah, a woman in the Valley of Sorek (v. 4). 

 

The lords of the Philistines use her as a trap for Samson.  The lords of the Philistines 

want to know how to defeat Samson by knowing his weakness.  Irony: the woman is his 

weakness.  The ungodly Philistines know more about Samson’s sinful weakness than they 

fully understand by sending a woman to do the work of deception (vv. 5-6). 

 

Samson is wise about this situation and deceives Delilah as to what is his weakness (vv. 

7-9).  When the Philistines try to ambush him he breaks through the bowstrings, so they 

did not find out the secret of Samson’s great strength. 

 

Again, Delilah tries to manipulate Samson to get the information for the lords of the 

Philistines so that they can ambush and overcome Samson (vv. 10-13).  But again, 

Samson has the last laugh and bursts his bonds, snapping the ropes that held his arms like 

thread. 
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Again, Delilah tries to manipulate Samson, but Samson deceives her and again prevents 

the lord of the Philistines from overcoming him (vv. 13-14). 

 

Now she uses subtle woman-like manipulation- -or the kind of manipulation that only a 

woman can do successfully- -with tears! (vv. 15-17), and Samson tells Delilah how he 

can be made to be just like all other men in strength and ability. 

 

Samson “told her all his heart” (v. 18) and Delilah deceived Samson as she had tried to 

do many times.  Delilah betrays Samson and takes the money for the betrayal.  And while 

Samson lies sleeping in the lap of an ungodly woman, the lords of the Philistines shave 

off Samson’s hair and the LORD had left him the Bible says (vv. 18-20).  Because the 

LORD had left Samson, his strength was gone and he was unable to resist the attack of 

the lords of the Philistines this time- -Samson had been conquered- -overcome- -bound to 

serve the ungodly enemies of God and Israel. 

 

The lords of the Philistines seize Samson and gouge his eyes out.  The very eyes that 

have caused Samson so much trouble in that he has seen women he liked and gone after 

them; he has done what is right in his own eyes and not kept his eyes on God the Author 

and Perfector of his faith (v. 21). 

 

Samson is blinded and bound in bronze shackles- -but his hair began to grow as he served 

the lords of the Philistines (vv. 21-22). 

 

In response to the lords of the Philistines they gather together for pagan worship and 

revelry.  The lords gather to worship Dagon their great and mighty idol because “Our god 

has given Samson our enemy into our hand” they say” (vv. 23-24). 

 

After they have partaken in much wine and revelry, rejoicing in Dagon, they summon 

Samson to entertain them like a clown- -or a court jester.  They called Samson and made 

him entertain the hosts and he stood between the pillars.  The place where there was 

worship and revelry was symbolic of the Philistine underworld or place of the dead. 

 

Samson asks a young man to help him to feel the pillars upon which the house rests so 

that he can lean during the pagan festival (vv. 26-27). 

 

One last chance of calling upon the Name of YHWH?  Samson calls upon the Name of 

the LORD and asks for one more chance to be strengthened; one more chance to defeat 

the Philistines and to fulfill his calling.  At the last moment, in the last seconds of 

Samson’s life, in the bottom of the ninth, in the 11
th

 hour—Samson asks NOT for what 

he deserves for his behavior- -but Samson asks for God to shed his grace upon him! 

 

Samson cries to God: “O Lord God, please remember me and please strengthen me only 

this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines for my two eyes” (v. 28). 
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And Samson said: “Let me die with the Philistines” and he bowed his body and with all 

his strength he pushed the pillars and the house fell upon the lords and upon all the 

people who were in the house of Dagon (vv. 29-30). 

 

Samson had died in his defeat of the Philistines- -and by God’s grace (whether or not 

Samson did it fully for God or not)- -Samson was a conqueror, an overcomer, and 

defeated God’s and Israel’s enemies, all because of God’s grace and help to him in the 

last moments. 

 

Is it ever too late? Is there anything our God cannot do?! 

 

Samson’s brothers took his body and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb 

of Manoah his father.  Samson judged Israel for twenty years (v. 31). 

 

It is sad that when Samson does indeed defeat the Philistines that he does it in anger 

rather than the love of God.  Samson irreverently called upon the Name of the LORD, yet 

God still shows grace to him. 

 

Samson calls on the LORD at the end of the life that had some successes but could be 

summarized as a failure in many ways (at least a failure to keep his eyes on the LORD). 

 

We should remember that the hair that Samson had symbolized the strength of the 

LORD; the hair wasn’t the source of Samson’s strength, just a symbol of the strength of 

the LORD and His Spirit. 

 

Blind, defeated and humiliated, like a mere clown or court jester to entertain God’s 

enemies, in the Temple of Dagon, Samson calls upon the LORD and the LORD hears 

him. 

 

In Samson’s humiliation and death, there is life.  Even in death, even captured and 

blinded in Dagon’s temple, God is determined to deliver his people from evil!  Samson 

has “gone down” many times only to find trouble with sin.  As Samson goes down to the 

very pit of hell in Dagon’s temple, God delivers his people through Samson. 

 

In our failures, in our desperation, let us remember to call upon the Name of the LORD 

knowing that he will deliver us.  No matter how far we are from God, no matter how 

much we have displeased him and even wasted much of our lives, God will deliver us as 

we call upon the Name of the LORD. 

 

But we must seek the LORD while he may be found! (Isaiah 55:6ff). 

 

It is never too late to trust in the LORD! 

 

Samson was like Christ in that he triumphed through humiliation, suffering, strength in 

weakness and found sight by faith in the midst of pain and agony. 
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Samson was like Israel in that he care too much for the things of this world.  His eyes 

were too easily fixed on worldly pleasure and women.  Samson was self-centered rather 

than Kingdom-centered.  Samson like Israel did what was right in his own eyes and when 

he did so, he did evil in the eyes of YHWH! 

 

 


