
 1 

““LLEESSTT  YYOOUU  FFOORRGGEETT  TTHHEE  GGOOSSPPEELL””::  
TTHHEE  GGAATTEESS  OOFF  HHEELLLL  WWIILLLL  NNEEVVEERR  PPRREEVVAAIILL  

AAGGAAIINNSSTT  TTHHEE  CCHHUURRCCHH  
JJUUDDGGEESS  1155::99--1166::2222  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 

In our passage this morning, the Church almost completely forgets YHWH.  But God 

does not forget His Church.  The gates of hell almost prevail, but God is good to his 

people and grace triumphs over sin.  Because of God’s omnipotent power and amazing 

grace the gates of hell will never prevail against the Church!  

 

God reveals Himself as the Victor in Jesus Christ, grace triumphs over sin, death, and the 

devil, and we become more than overcomers through Him who loved us! 

 

Themes: Prayer-Divine response; God’s nearness to those who call out to him no matter 

how far from him, or how long away from him. 

 

Memory. Why do we have these in our brains and souls?  God grants his people the gift 

of memory so that we will not forget Who He is and what He has done for us.  Our 

spiritual memories are for remembering the Gospel good news of God’s love toward us!  

We must memorize the gospel of what God has done for us! 

 

Constantly throughout redemptive-history we are told that God did a great work for his 

people and they were to remember it.  They were to tell it to their children, sometimes 

they were to memorialize it, but they were never to forget God’s work, that is his Gospel 

of power and grace to them. 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 4:1-10: "And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I 

am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the 

land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
2
 You shall not add to the 

word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of 

the LORD your God that I command you. 
3
 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at 

Baal-peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you all the men who 

followed the Baal of Peor. 
4
 But you who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive 

today. 
5
 See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded 

me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 
6
 

Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the 

sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 'Surely this great 

nation is a wise and understanding people.' 
7
 For what great nation is there that has a 

god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 
8
 And 

what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I 

set before you today? 
9
 "Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget 

the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of 
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your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children- 
10

 how on 

the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me, 

'Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words, so that they may learn to 

fear me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children 

so.' 

 

Psalm 78:40-43: How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved 

him in the desert! 
41

 They tested God again and again and provoked the Holy One of 

Israel. 
42

 They did not remember his power
1 

or the day when he redeemed them from 

the foe, 
43

 when he performed his signs in Egypt and his marvels in the fields of Zoan.  

 

But how easily the Church under age forgot; how easily the Church in every age forgets 

the Gospel.  The Old Covenant in many ways is the story of a people with bad memories 

of what God has said to them, proclaimed to them, done for them.  With every leader, 

even the greatest of the leaders such as Samson and David, and among the greatest of the 

Tribes such as Judah, there was a constant memory problem- - a struggle to so easily 

forget. 

 

All of this “memory-loss” was so that the people would understand that if the Church was 

to be saved it would be God himself who would do it! Only God could ultimately 

remember His people and redeem them in the fullness of the times through His Son 

Jesus Christ. 

 

In the Book of Judges, Israel has not gone into the land and taken full possession; Israel 

has forgotten what her eyes have seen in the great power and grace displayed in the 

gospel of being delivered from slavery to sin. 

 

In our text today, we see Samson as representative of Israel as the one with great 

spiritual-memory problems.  Samson forgets what His eyes have seen; Israel has 

forgotten what her eyes have seen.  

 

We see how even Samson the strongest of the judges and Israel’s representative forgets, 

then remembers, forgets, then remembers again (by God’s grace)!  Problem with Samson 

is how easily he forgets.  Samson has forgotten his consecrated status as a Nazarite. 

Samson has forgotten the consequences of loving women sinfully.  Samson has forgotten 

the strength God has granted him by His Spirit.  Samson has forgotten God’s goodness in 

his victories over the Philistines. 

 

Samson so easily forgets, as does Israel (and we!).  Yet today, we see a realization of God 

from Samson and an obvious dependence upon the LORD.  Samson seems to be 

meditating, thinking, remembering, and acknowledging more fully the LORD and his 

power and grace.  In fact, it seems that through his experiences with the wicked 

Philistines that Samson is coming to realize the sinfulness of his enemy. 

 

But God remains the same- -faithful, gracious, merciful, forgiving to those who call out 

to him. 
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Yet God has not forgotten his Church; God will reveal himself as the one who has 

mercy when sinners repent and turn to him for salvation and help. 

 

Why these stories of forgetfulness? So that we might learn to remember God’s gospel 

proclaimed from the beginning in the Garden of Eden (1 Cor. 10), but also so that we 

might exalt God’s power and grace and be humbled as forgetful sinners.   

 

Forgetful sinners do not deserve grace and mercy, but God in his kindness does indeed 

remember us- -and comes to our aid in our time of need and redeems us. 

 

It is said that the definition of insanity is repeating the same thing over and over and 

expecting a different result. According to that definition, Samson, Israel, and the human 

race are insane (Waltke, pg. 613).  We all forget God’s grace and goodness, and we try 

many times to rely upon our own ingenuity and strength. 

 

There is great hope that God will answer to those who call out to him; God gives gifts for 

service so that we might use for service in the church not play. 

 

What should we remember about Samson as the Church at the end of the ages?  Samson 

had a great supernatural birth and was set apart and the LORD has blessed Samson with 

strength and the Spirit of YHWH- -yet he has not learned (like Israel) to trust and obey 

and keep his eyes on the LORD. 

 

Samson, rather than living according to his true identity in the LORD, has become a 

womanizer, involved in trickery, and valued anything that would bring him worldly 

pleasure and sinful satisfaction.  Because he so quickly forgets, Samson is not motivated 

to obedience by the power and grace of the gospel as he should throughout his life. 

 

Here we are to remember that Israel was to remember the grace and goodness of God.  In 

remembering the grace and goodness of God, they were also to understand God’s 

perspective on the foreign nations.  Israel was not to be like them, but to be a light to 

them.  Israel was to realize that they were enemies of God and of them.  Israel was to 

completely drive them out of the land in order to possess the land of Canaan. 

 

Israel was told by God to never forget the Power and Works that He had accomplished on 

their behalf.  Our outline today: 

 

I. The Church Forgets the Battle- Samson’s resistance from the Church (Judges 

3:1-3; cf. 15:9-13) 

II. The LORD Remember His People- Samson’s third victory by God’s Spirit at 

“The Battle of Jawbone Hill” (15:14-17) 

III. The Church remembers Her LORD- Samson’s strength from and dependence 

upon God (15:18-20): Israel begins to call upon the Name of YHWH when 

she is not hindered by her enemies. 

IV. Forgotten Empowerment Over Sin- 16:1-3 
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V. Forgotten Wisdom with Women- 16:4-20 

VI. The LORD Doesn’t Forget His People- 16:21-22 

 

We pick up where we left off last week: the Philistines want to know “who has done this 

evil deed against them?” after Samson strikes the Philistines’ grain supply as we learned 

in the last sermon (15:6).  When Samson tied the fox tails together, God was through 

Samson striking at the work of Dagon’s hands.  Dagon was considered by the Philistines 

to be the god of grain. 

 

The Philistines find out it was Samson and go and burn their own; they destroy and act 

like Philistines act in their sinful destruction of the father and the daughter whom Samson 

had set his eyes on and intermarried with.  This also shows Samson’s sin even affected 

his enemies; the consequences of Samson’s sin was far reaching- -even destroying the 

life of his Philistine wife in the wrong way. 

 

We see the evil of the Philistines here: The Philistines threatened the wife of Samson, the 

woman of Timnah that if she did not give him up they would burn her and her father.  

Eventually she gave up Samson by revealing the answer to his riddle, then Samson struck 

the Philistines (14:19-20), and they retaliated by killing the wife and father. 

 

We should be reminded of who the Philistines were.  They were a pagan sea people who 

possessed the land on the coast of the Promised Land, who were supremely hostile people 

to their enemies.   

 

The Philistines were also Egyptian (Genesis 10:14).  What is so ironic about Israel’s 

oppression this time by the Philistines is that they have gone “back to Egypt”.  Israel is 

essentially under “Egyptian bondage” again. 

 

The Philistines by this time were manifested differently in the way they lived and 

worshipped different gods, but they were descendants of Egypt.  These were the sons of 

those who had oppressed the Israelites before. 

 

In our passage, we should remember that when Samson fights against the Philistines, it is 

really God is accomplishing His work against the Philistines.  This is another “mini-

Exodus” where God is once against revealing Himself as the Divine Warrior who goes to 

war against His enemies.  As we learned last week, this is the great battle between God 

and the Ancient Serpent (cf. Revelation 12). 

 

Samson struck the Philistines hard by God’s Spirit and then stayed for awhile after his 

victory in the cleft of the rock of Etam (15:8). I’m tempted to see Moses in the cleft of the 

rock beholding God’s glory (Exodus 33-34).  Perhaps God wanted to write through the 

author of Judges this language so that we might think of God’s glory being displayed 

through fire, judgment, and victory. 
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Throughout the Old Covenant, God’s wrath against sin and against His enemies is often 

times seen in the manifestation of fire.  Even the Spirit of God is revealed in a fire at 

night that gives light to God’s people. 

 

It is no accident that in our passage, fire is used repeatedly to destroy God’s enemies 

through Samson, and I think that is an important motif to interpret this passage rightly. 

 

Perhaps we are to think of Samson reflecting on how similar his battle against the 

Philistines looks like Moses’ battle against the Egyptians; perhaps we are to think how 

Samson is reflecting how he saw God’s glory in a similar way to Moses.  Perhaps 

Samson is slowly remembering the power and grace of God. 

 

Perhaps Samson is meditating on the Gospel that God is indeed the people’s True 

Deliverer!  It is very likely that Samson is slowly understanding his true mission, purpose 

and calling as Judge of Israel to defeat God’s and Israel’s enemies and begin to deliver 

them from the Philistine-Egyptian oppressors. 

 

What is clear as a bell and should have been to the Philistines: God has raised up a 

deliverer as he promised; Israel has a Warrior-Deliverer-Savior.  Would Israel receive 

him as their judge from God? 

 

And the battle against God’s enemies continues… 

 

THE LORD REMEMBERS HIS PEOPLE: God is glorified and his purpose 

accomplished even when His Church is split- Samson’s resistance from the Church 

(15:9-13) 

 

The Philistines are now on the march and the come up to fix camp in the Land of Judah.  

The Church at this time is so apathetic that they do not immediately battle the Philistines 

for invading their territory.  The Tribe of Judah who in the beginning of Judges was 

going up to fight against God’s enemies and drive the foreign pagans out of Canaan are 

now living with them apathetically at peace.  

 

We should remember that God had left some of the inhabitants of the land so that Israel 

would be tested and understand the greater spiritual battle she was called to fight.  Israel 

was to learn war- - had they forgotten?: 

 
ESV 

Judges 3:1-3: Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, 

that is, all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 
2
 It was only in 

order that the generations of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those 

who had not known it before. 
3
 These are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines 

and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount 

Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 

 

The Tribe of Judah as representative of the rest of Israel had grown apathetic and too 

much like the inhabitants of the land to remember the words of God through Moses to the 
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people.  The Tribe of Judah had not fully learned the spiritual battle that God wanted to 

teach them (Judges 3:2).  The land that belonged to Israel because of God’s grace and 

gospel was to be taken, and it extended to “the Sea of the Philistines”- -but they had not 

possessed it obediently by faith: 

 
ESV 

Exodus 23:31 And I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the 

Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, for I will give the inhabitants of 

the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 

 

Instead of fighting against the Philistines and possessing the land, the Tribe of Judah 

sends a group of men merely to ask the Philistines: Why have you come against us? 

(15:10). The Philistines reply that they have come to take their Savior-Deliverer-Warrior 

whom God has set apart to rescue them from their sinful consequences! (15:11).   

 

So a dispatch of men from Judah go down to speak to Samson about this: “Don’t you 

know Samson that the Philistines are our rulers?’  This is outlandish if I have ever heard 

outlandish!  They are in essence saying: “Can’t we just get along and show respect to the 

Philistines who rule over us- -why do you want to fight against them, let’s just accept the 

status quo? 

 

Sad, but I don’t need to comment, do I? (the author certainly doesn’t – again ponder, 

meditate upon God’s great works, and remember what He has done for you!).  It had not 

been so long ago, when God had shown his gospel deliverance to His people, and how 

easily they had already forgotten it! 

 
ESV 

Judges 10:6-7, 11: The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the 

LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, 

the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And they 

forsook the LORD and did not serve him. 
7
 So the anger of the LORD was kindled 

against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of 

the Ammonites....
ESV 

Judges 10:11 And the LORD said to the people of Israel, "Did I 

not save you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites, from the Ammonites and from 

the Philistines? 

 
Israel had already suffered the consequences of oppression from Philistines and being 

delivered (Shamgar, 3:31); they had seen the works of the LORD, but again they did evil 

in the sight of the LORD by doing what was right in their own eyes.  They have become 

comfortable in a world of sin and misery that is passing away- -rather than seeking first 

the Kingdom and all its righteousness! 

 

Samson responds not necessarily by faith to Judah, but tells them that he is going to repay 

the Philistines for what they have done to him (15:11).  In fact, Samson actually says 

basically “eye for eye and tooth for tooth”.  Now you might say that Samson is following 

God’s law of an eye for an eye here; you may say that. I am not sure if that is fully 

Samson’s purpose.  It may be that he is again divided in this thinking. It seem the way the 
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story is told that a lot of what God does through Samson is mixed with Samson’s on 

anger and vengeance.   

 

In this passage we see the Church is so divided by her gods and loves and has become so 

apathetic to her mission that the Church tries to prevent Samson from accomplishing 

God’s purposes.  Not only is God seeking an opportunity against the Philistines despite 

Samson (and his sins), but God will crush and destroy His enemies the Philistines despite 

the disunity and division in the Church! 

 

Judahites and Philistines are allied against Yahweh’s chosen leader! (Block, pg. 444).  

The nations (and Israel!) rage against God and His Anointed one.  Brothers betray brother 

and sell him into the hands of God’s enemies. 

 

You could say this is an Old Covenant version of “He came to his own but his own did 

not receive him…” (cf. John 1:9-11). 

 

How does Israel forget the Gospel? By fixing her eyes on idols: something or someone 

other than god.  She does this for awhile and then begins to live with and like the world or 

nations around her.  This living with and like the world causes the Church to become 

apathetic to any kind of spiritual warfare.  War? What war? 

 

But God loves his people and delivers them; that’s the most important truth here. 

 

God again defeats His enemies- Samson’s third victory by God’s Spirit at “The Battle of 

Jawbone Hill” (15:14-17) 

 

Although Samson was handed over to God’s enemies by his own brothers, nevertheless 

God had the final word and the result was ‘VICTORY’!  Who is like God among the 

gods? Who is like God who overcomes His enemies by the fire of his holy wrath, and 

uses his people as instruments of His great Divine salvation plan - -regardless of whether 

their hearts are truly in it or not?! 

 

Samson is handed over, but when the Spirit of YHWH rushes on him again (15:14), there 

is no hope for God’s enemies- -this is the hand and power of God!  Through the Mighty 

Spirit of God, Samson breaks the ropes that bound him (they become as flax caught on 

fire!), picks up the “fresh” jawbone of a donkey and strikes 1,000 men of the Philistines. 

 

Here again Samson is used by God and demonstrates God’s power against His enemies, 

but Samson’s weaknesses are also revealed.  Samson uses a “fresh” jawbone which 

would mean that it was still considered part of a corpse (the donkey having only recently 

died).  Here we have consecrated yet unclean man doing the work of YHWH because 

God’s sovereign power and promise to His people. 

 

What began as a small victory of God against 30 Philistines; now is a victory of the 

defeat of 1,000 of the Philistines (15:15-16).  And we hear the cry of victory in the “Song 

of Samson”: 
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"With the jawbone of a donkey, heaps upon heaps, with the jawbone of a donkey have 

I struck down a thousand men." – Judges 15:16 

 

The place became known as “Jawbone Hill”; at the Battle of Jawbone Hill God 

continued to deliver his people from their enemies through Samson as God had promised 

he would (15:17). 

 

Is there anything God cannot do? 

 

The “Song of Samson” when compared with Deborah’s song in Judges 5 or the Song of 

Moses in Exodus 15 is extremely anthropocentric or man-centered!  In Samson’s song, it 

is a victory of self-centeredness! A humanistic, egocentric hymn of what man can do 

without God’s help.   

 

Samson’s song is more like Walt Whitman’s ‘Song of Myself’ than a ‘Song of Salvation’ 

because of God’s power and grace! 

 

It is sad to note that in Samson’s song there is not a word about God and His power. 

 

Yet it was God’s victory- -not Samson’s!  Again, this does not mean that Samson was 

without saving faith- -he was (Heb. 11:32-34).  What I think needs to be emphasized here 

is that God is exalted while sinners are humbled.   

 

Samson continues to be sidetracked by his indwelling sin, while God remains faithful.  

Samson struggles with forgetting his identity as Israel did (just as we do); yet God does 

not forget his people. 

 

I think what we have here in the Samson story is that Samson is being brought to a place 

by God’s sovereignty where he will acknowledge God as his only source of strength, 

power and grace, and in that humble position, he will cry out to the LORD! 

 

THE CHURCH REMEMBERS HER LORD: God grants refreshment and renewed 

strength- Samson’s strength from and dependence upon God (15:18-20). 

 

At the final part of chapter 15, Israel finally again begins to call upon the Name of 

YHWH when she is not hindered by her enemies.  Samson as representative of the 

Church at this time in redemptive-history calls upon the Name of the LORD.   

 

Israel who has been silent for some time in the Book of Judges; Israel who has been silent 

in NOT calling out to God (since chapter 10)- -NOW calls upon YWHW. 

 

Samson is thirsty; Samson is needy; Samson is in need of refreshment and more power.  

Samson calls upon God and God hears him.  Samson shows forth his saving faith mixed 

with self-interest (Heb. 11:32-34).  Samson recognizes through his sinfully blurred eyes 

that the salvation that Samson wrought by God’s Spirit was all of grace (15:18). 
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We don’t know how long this realization of Samson has been happening.  We are not told 

how Samson began to remember, but we may surmise that it was reflecting on the power 

and glory of God revealed in these battles.  It must be that Samson saw the hand and 

power and grace of God in these battles and began to realize what he must do. 

 

Here in our passage Samson is in need of God’s power now after a wonderful 

manifestation of God’s grace.  Samson still knows where to go for help even after he has 

gone so far and gone so “DOWN” away from God.  Samson recognizes now the power 

and strength that only God can grant by His grace! 

 

And God splits the rock open and provides water.  Samson is not the one greater than 

Moses, but he has similar experiences that should cause us to compare the two.  As God 

had provided for his servant Moses, so he provides for Samson, even though he does not 

deserve God’s kindness to him: 

 
ESV 

Exodus 17:6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 

shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink." And 

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

 
As God can make a community of bees that is fruitful in the midst of death, so God can 

bring life-giving water from a rock! (15:19).  Israel, or the Church under age, was also to 

learn that God would provide all that they needed for life and godliness.  If the Church 

would believe the good news of what God had said and what he had done for them 

revealed in their deliverer-judge-warrior, then they would possess the land. 

 

God is amazing! The story of Samson started with the barrenness of Samson’s mom; God 

made fruitful; a story that had a dead lion of a carcass that should have been filled with 

maggots and flies; God made fruitful and brought about honey for the eater; a story of a 

dead, lifeless rock, and God made it fruitful to provide for His people. 

 

And isn’t that like God? Grace and power out of nothing?  Creation? Out of nothing! 

New creation? Out of nothing.  And if God could do those amazing things! He could take 

a lifeless and dead church, and grant them life and power through the gospel even while 

they’re dead in trespasses and sins (Ezekiel 37; Eph. 2:1-10). 

 

God can call the things that are dead and make them alive!  This is the life-giving 

resurrection power of God revealed here!  This water is symbolic of the abundant life 

that Jesus Christ promises when he comes in the fullness of the times: 

 

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 
38

 Whoever believes in me, as
1 
the Scripture has 

said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'" 
39

 Now this he said about the 

Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not 

been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. – John 7:37-39 
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From the New Testament perspective we realize more fully that this water from the rock 

was living water that symbolized the power of God’s Spirit.  The fullness of this Spirit 

would be given to the Church upon the resurrection-ascension of Jesus Christ.   

 

God gave Samson another sign of His gospel grace. 

 

This is a sign for us, too!  God is Our Great Provider who longs for his children to call 

upon him for help.  God is the Source of power and grace that we need for life and 

godliness (2 Peter 1:3ff).  As children dependent upon their parents so we should be 

dependent upon God, calling out to him for help in our messiness and sins; as children 

who know that their parents care for them, so we should understand that God cares for us 

and he is the Source and Substance of all we need. 

 

Idols do not satisfy! Israel has not been satisfied by idolatry; Samson has not been 

satisfied by fixing his eyes on women.  Idols are just like that they promise hope and hold 

out promises; they promise to make us happy and fulfilled, only to leave us empty and 

destitute of what only God can give! 

 

Perhaps now as Samson’s thirst is being quenched, he realizes what His strength and 

power were all about.  Perhaps now Samson can live a life in full and wholehearted 

reliance upon the LORD who grants water out of a rock.  Perhaps now Samson can see 

clearly now the rain has come?! 

 

Perhaps it is now that Samson will fully resolve to live faithfully before God in reliance 

upon His grace and the power of His Spirit.  Perhaps now Samson says: “If I can 

overcome a lion and the LORD delivered me from this, then I know confidently that I can 

overcome God’s enemies and my remaining indwelling sin by that same Spirit.” 

 

Perhaps.  But this is not the end of the Samson story.  Samson forgets- -again. 

 

Although the author of Judges ends formally the Samson story in a literary way: “And he 

judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years” (15:20).  This is the way each 

judge story ends; we should understand that this is the end of the story. 

 

FORGOTTEN POWER OVER SIN - 16:1-3 

 

But it is not.  The author wants us to see to ponder this sad fact.  After this incident was 

indeed the end of the old and perhaps the beginning of the new.  Samson could have 

relied upon God’s power and grace, and lived in dependence upon God knowing that he 

would answer him, and start anew. 

 

But Samson would not learn from this completely.  His eyes would not remain fixed on 

YWHW.  In fact, we’re told at the beginning of the next chapter (16:1): 

 

“Samson went to Gaza, and there he saw a prostitute, and he went in to her.” 
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Samson’s on the move again: “Samson went to Gaza…” (v. 1a). 

 

Samson sees again; Samson fixes his eyes on another ungodly woman: “…There he saw 

a prostitute, and he went into her” (v. 1b). 

 

Samson like Israel is still doing what is right in his own eyes.  Doing what is right in 

one’s eyes is forgetting what their eyes have seen covenantally revealed in God’s Gospel 

to those who believe.  As a Savior-Deliverer he is chosen by God and very strong but he 

does not know his own identity, is weak in his choices, fixes his eyes on worldly things, 

and is easily manipulated by ungodly women. 

 

Although Samson is practically surrounded and ambushed while he is making love with 

the world (v. 3), he nevertheless is able in his strength to make a break.  Notice how 

Samson is extremely strong and able, but has not much power virtuously and over his sin 

problem (just as Israel). 

 

Samson rips the very gates of hell off its hinges (16:3).  However, he’s breaking the gates 

in order to escape from sinful circumstances and consequences.  But in God’s grace he is 

making the city that represents the Serpent open to vulnerability and attack.  Christ in 

contrast opened the gates of hell for the Church to evangelize, not become like. 

 

Application:  

 

Samson’s mission was full of great victories over God’s and Israel’s enemies.  Samson’s 

mission was also compromised by his indwelling sin.  Time and again, Samson forgot 

(just like Israel). 

 

Yet God showed himself to be the One who was powerful and gracious to His people. 

 

Samson and Israel forgot what their eyes had seen, the gospel of God in his salvation-

deliverance from Egypt, but God did not forget his covenant promises to His people. 

 

When we so easily forget, we must remember that God does not.  We pray in reliance 

upon God’s grace that we constantly meditate upon the life and work of Christ for us.  

We do this so that each day we might be stirred up to remember how much he has loved 

us.  How we have been saved from slavery. 

 

Jesus was handed over by his brothers to the enemy too! Like Joseph and Samson, Jesus 

was handed over by his brothers, the Jews and the priest-pastors of Israel, but this was 

God’s way of taking an opportunity-occasion against sin and His enemies (cf. 14:4). 

 

Jesus in his life for us had many victories over the powers of hell: He healed the sick, he 

cast out demons showing that the finger of God was powerful enough to destroy what 

hindered God’s work. He raised the dead overcoming death. 
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Jesus faced the Accuser, Satan face to face in the wilderness to be tempted and overcome.  

Jesus on our behalf, and on behalf of Samson, and believing Israel, kept his eyes on the 

LORD and did not forget the promises God had made to him! 

 

The promises that God made to Jesus was life from death; a people who would love and 

serve him; a congregation of folks who might be freed from the effects of sin and misery. 

 

Jesus was the only one who could burst the gates of hell and open up the way for the 

Gospel to be preached to all the nations.  Jesus was the one who has all authority in 

heaven and on earth and has conquered gloriously for us in the Name of the Triune God. 

 

But as the Church, how easily we forget this gospel of grace.  How easily we forget the 

power and grace of God that we have in Christ to overcome temptation and sin. 

 

Sin has consequences and so let us flee from sin and temptation, and let us find our eyes 

constantly fixed on the Risen-Ascended Christ at God’s right hand, the Author and 

Perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:1ff). 

 

As I have said before, and it is important to reemphasize, Hebrews 11:32ff teaches us that 

Samson with all his failings ultimately did fix his eyes on YWHW rather than Philistine 

women, and by faith believed that the LORD could deliver him. However imperfect was 

his life, YHWH was glorified and made him perfect through his sufferings.  

As the Apostle Paul says: We are NEVER to forget the gospel and how that should 

inform our identity and our mission as Christ’s people, but we should indeed forget what 

is behind and strive toward the goal of our high calling in Jesus (Phil. 4:13-14): 

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14

 I press on toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

As the people of God we must never forget the Gospel of what God has done for us in 

Jesus, calling upon His name daily for forgiveness, power and grace.  We MUST 

FORGET the past failures, sins, and times we have indeed gone astray, and now seek to 

press on toward our goal.   

We must NEVER forget our identity and our mission as those who seek the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

And if and when we do, God is there to receive our repentance and to offer forgiveness 

and strength in our time of need (1 John 1:8-2:2). 

As the covenant people of God, we must remember the benediction of the Book of 

Hebrews in 13:20-21: "Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from 

the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, 

make you complete (perfect) in every good work to do his will, working in you what is 
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well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen." 
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