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��FFOORR  TTHHEE  GGLLOORRYY  OOFF  GGIIDDEEOONN��  
TTHHEE  CCHHUURRCCHH��SS  SSIINNFFUULL  AARRTT  OOFF  GGLLOORRYY--SSEEEEKKIINNGG  

JJUUDDGGEESS  88::2222--99::66  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 
In our last sermon from The Book of Judges, we learned that when God�s people are 
weak, then they are truly strong.  We learned from the life of Gideon that less was more 
with God.  And God wanted to teach Gideon the beauty of strength in weakness, as well 
as to prevent him from unnecessarily �glory-seeking� because of his successes.  Gideon�s 
main problem in chapter 6 and 7 revealed his weakness to believe God�s Word; chapter 8 
reveals Gideon�s weakness of seeking his own glory over God�s. 
 
In the larger context of the Book of Judges, we should note that Gideon is placed at the 
center of the Judge-Warrior-Savior-Deliverer cycles.  With Gideon, the author wants the 
reader to note that there is a shift in the Judges from �better� to worse.  Israel is 
spiritually declining as a people as revealed in her Judge-Deliverers.  We should take 
note in our story this morning how things go from better (never great) but from better to 
worse. 
 
And the point of this focus on the failure of the Judges? The point of this focus on the 
spiritual decline of Israel in the larger context? These Judge-Warrior-Savior-Deliverers 
are not strong enough, nor holy enough, nor capable enough to lead the covenant people 
to permanent rest in the land.  For that the people of God must await a king; for 
permanent rest the people of God must await God�s Anointed One, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Remember that the Judges� covenant failure and sinful incompetence point God�s 
believing people forward to Jesus� covenant faithfulness and perfect reliance upon God�s 
will for us! 
 
Today we will consider the sinful art of glory-seeking in the Christian life by considering 
more that�s recorded for us about the life of Gideon.  Gideon�s life is the life of the 
Church; it is a sanctified life of being set apart by God, but it is a life of struggling with 
sin.   
 

The Church�s constant temptation is to rob God of the honor and praise and worship 
that is due His Holy Name.  We tend to seek our own way so much that our sinful 

idolatry leads to glory-seeking in our lives, that then result in oftentimes catastrophic 
sinful consequences. 

 
The LORD is gracious and merciful and forgives us, and even uses us powerfully in 
His Kingdom, but we must repent of our glory-seeking, be aware of this temptation, 

and seek to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever as He has called us in Christ to do! 
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What is the chief end of man? To glorify God and to enjoy Him forever!! 
 
If you remember from our last sermon, Gideon was encamped beside the spring of Harod, 
south of Midian�s forces, located by the hill of Moreh in a valley (7:1), God revealed 
more specifically to Gideon two truths about the Christian life:  
 

(1) When God�s people are weak, then they are strong in HIM; (2) God�s people are 
apt to, and very tempted to boast in their successes before God (even though it is 
God who gives them the successes).  God wanted to teach that: 

 
(1) When God�s people are weak then we are strong. 
 
(2) God�s people are glory-seekers by nature (and we seek glory to veil and hide our 

true weaknesses). 
 
Gideon had to learn that in order to be a great warrior in God�s service, he first must 
become very weak and insignificant in the eyes of the world and be humbled; if Gideon 
did not understand and admit and confess his weaknesses, he would not understand his 
desperate need of utter dependence upon God; if he did not understand his utter 
dependence upon God then when God would come to His aid and save him, Gideon (like 
us!) would glorify himself and boast in his own valor, bravery, courage, strength, skills, 
etc. rather than giving all glory to God (Judges 7:2-3cf. Deut. 7:7ff). 
 
Sounds like a simil Justus et peccator life if there ever was one (and there was- -there is- 
- our lives). 
 
As Gideon experienced God�s powerful victory, Gideon began to change- -not for the 
better.  God had given Midian and the Midianites into Gideon�s hand with just a few men 
so that God would be glorified (7:14) and that this would be a picture of God as the God 
of salvation victory for his people. 
 
�For the LORD and for Gideon� however became Gideon�s motto.  Even when Gideon 
went down to defeat the Midianites he told the soldiers to cry out: �A sword for the 
LORD and for Gideon� (uh-oh!).  Gideon with a few 300 hundred men, Gideon who was 
weak and insignificant when called (6:14-15), Gideon was beginning to trust in and glory 
NOT in the God who was saving through him, but he began to glory in himself. 
 
Rather than �Not unto us, but unto you be the glory, Lord!� Gideon was in essence 
saying: �Not unto God, but unto me be the glory, too, Lord!�  As Gideon became more 
focused and centered on himself and his successes, he became more in action like a 
power-hungry ruler.  Gideon even crosses the Jordan and takes extreme vengeance even 
against fellow Israelites: 
 
ESV Judges 8:16-17: And he took the elders of the city, and he took thorns of the wilderness and 
briers and with them taught the men of Succoth a lesson. 17 And he broke down the tower of 
Penuel and killed the men of the city. 
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Rather than being a man �greater than Moses� Gideon is actually becoming �greater than 
Pharaoh� in the way he rules human beings ruthlessly; Gideon as a warrior sought 
revenge rather than the will of God because his focus as leader of Israel had become �For 
the glory of Gideon�!  Soli Gideon Gloria! SGG rather than SDG would have been the 
way he signed his letters! 
 
Gideon had even had victory over foreign kings of Midian Zebah and Zalmunna, but 
when he killed them, he was beginning to look and act more like them than a humble 
Spirit-led warrior of YHWH: 
 
ESV Judges 8:21-22: Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Rise yourself and fall upon us, for as 
the man is, so is his strength." And Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took 
the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels. 22 Then the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from 
the hand of Midian." 
 
Gideon killed the Midian Kings and then he looted them as a glory-seeking man!  Blood 
revenge rather than following God�s lead and orders?  Gideon�s successes did not cause 
him to give glory to God, it caused him to take glory for himself and this is the art of 
sinful glory-seeking that is a potential hindrance to every person in the world, and even in 
the Christian Church. 
 
We should remember the way that God cleared out the soldiers in Gideon�s army; the 
way he reduced the number was for the reason that God would get all the glory and not 
sinful men: 
 
ESV Judges 7:2-3: The LORD said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to give 
the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' 3 
Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let 
him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.'"Then 22,000 of the people returned, 
and 10,000 remained. 
 
One main reason God wants to use weakness to display His great power and strength is 
because of sinful man�s constant attempt to take the glory that is due God alone (�My 
own hand has saved me�- 7:2)! God knows we�re glory-seekers. 
 
We sing in the Psalms: Not unto us, not unto us, but to your Name be glory� (Psalm 
115:2), but oftentimes, we still want the credit and the praise for the things God merely 
does through us.  In fact, when God does use us and we glorify him, if we don�t get credit 
for our service, we oftentimes work ourselves up into a ungrateful tizzy like a small 
child!   
 
We want to boast in our strengths (not our weaknesses) and we want to glory in our 
accomplishments, not the LORD�s! 
 
Because Gideon had many successes as a Judge-Warrior of Israel endowed with the 
Spirit of God, the people wanted Gideon to be their king (8:22ff).  Gideon had learned 
strength in weakness, but he would be constantly tempted again to glory-seek!  Gideon 
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understood his role as Judge-Warrior-Savior-Deliverer and it was to direct the people�s 
worship and service by to YHWH as king- -not himself.   
 
Like any sinner, and more particularly like any leader in the Church, there is always a 
temptation to want to be considered great rather than weak in the people�s eyes 
(especially after a victory!).  Again, the sinner desires to be considered strong rather than 
truly weak (as you are). 
 
The people wanted a king. After so many years of being oppressed under foreign kings, 
the people spoke; the vox populi screamed for a leader like the other nations (which was 
not a bad thing in and of itself).  Even the other nations recognized Gideon as a man like 
a king (8:18: �Every one of them resembled the son of a king�). The people wanted 
Gideon to have a Dynasty over Israel: �Rule over us, you and your son and your 
grandson also�� (8:22). 
 
In fact, what is obvious in this passage is that Israel had not learned that it was God who 
has saved them not Gideon and so they thought that Gideon would be a great king to 
keep the peace and protect them from surrounding nations: 
 
ESV Judges 8:22-24: Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son 
and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian." 23 Gideon said to 
them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over 
you." 24 And Gideon said to them, "Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the 
earrings from his spoil." (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 
 
We should notice that Gideon did not correct the people when they said and acknowledge 
wrongly that Gideon was the one who had saved the Israelites from the Midianites (8:22).  
Gideon knew that God has saved Israel from Midian, so why didn�t he give glory to God 
where it is due?  Gideon�s actions already as a warrior king like the nations was the main 
reason why the people wanted someone like Gideon as their king. 
 
I think this passage reveals to us the heart of Gideon as he seemed to reject being king; he 
was being hypocritical.  One the one hand, Gideon thinks only God should be king of 
Israel and confessed such; but on the other hand, because Gideon�s heart was still 
divided, he was willing to receive some of the glory, and if not particularly the position 
of king, then perhaps another position of leadership; and prosperous wealthy living 
would not be so bad either!   
 
To be clear: Gideon had experienced God�s strength in weakness, but he had not yet 
grown comfortable with being weak as God had called him to humility.  Gideon was 
struggling like we all do with faith in God�s weakness as our true power in humility.  So 
Gideon wanted power; power as the world could grant it. 
 
Gideon wanted, that is he inordinately desired, or coveted power, position and privilege.  
He wanted ultimately for his Judge-Governance of Israel to continue.  Gideon wanted 
�his Kingdom to come, and His will to be done�.  If this was the leader in Israel�s 
attitude, what was Israel�s hope? 
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Gideon is being revealed in the story here as a hypocrite with a divided heart before God 
and man.  Gideon is saying one thing, but meaning another (�Only God is king and 
should get glory, but I�ll take a bit of the power and position and glory if you don�t 
mind�, 8:23-24).  This is like a modern politician saying: �There is only one man who 
should be president, but if you get me a position close enough, then I would be happy to 
give advice, rule with you, and take some of the power-perks that go along with the 
office�whaddayasay?!). 
 
Gideon may not be formally called �king� but he is de facto already a kind of king-ruler 
of Israel, and the people want to make him formally a king. Gideon may not take the 
formal title of king, but he does indeed de facto continue to live and act like a king: he 
accepts the power, possessions and position of the king-ruler of Israel.  If it looks like a 
king, and it smells like a king, it may just be a king! 
 
As Old Testament Professor Younger writes: ��From the moment [Gideon] crossed the 
Jordan [in chapter 8], Gideon acted more and more like a king, especially in his 
dispensing of summary punishments on those who resisted his authority. In crossing the 
Jordan he had already exceeded his commission and begun to move toward the kind of 
rule that is now formally offered to him [by the people]� (NIVAC, pg. 204). 
 
It is interesting to note that the legitimate call that God had called and commissioned 
Gideon to perform took some time for him to be assured enough to accomplish and fulfill 
it; but when offered a place as leader by the people (a role God had NOT called him to), 
he was quick to sit down in the position and take over!   
 
It is hard for many of us to accept what God actually calls us to, but when we get the 
opportunity to do what God has not called us to, and it is what our hearts desire, then we 
jump to the opportunity to make a name for ourselves! 
 
As part of Gideon�s new position, he first wanted to amass for himself the treasures of the 
Ishmaelite kings (8:24); Gideon desired the plunder or the spoils of war.  The term 
�Ishmaelites� was a general term referring to nomadic peoples and tribes of Arabia 
(�Ishmaelites� can refer Midianites, Amalekites, and other eastern nomadic peoples).  
The Midianites as a people, including the kings Zebah and Zalmunna (8:21) were part of 
these people.  Gideon takes the treasury of the Ishmaelite-Midians to make an elaborate 
ephod. 
 
Gideon�s first act as powerful worldly ruler of Israel (certainly not �King Gideon� only 
God is king, right?!).  Gideon makes an elaborate ephod (about 42-50 pounds of solid 
gold).  Two aspects about the ephod must be understood in what Gideon was seeking to 
accomplish in his self-centered glory-seeking: 1) There was a Priestly aspect and 2) 
There was more particularly an idolatrous aspect. 
 
The Priestly Aspect of Gideon�s Glory-Seeking 
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The ephod was something the Aaronic Priests were to wear as mediators before God, so 
that the people could come to God in worship and to seek his direction (cf. Exodus 28:1-
35; 39:1-26; Numbers 27:21).  Gideon has not only usurped a role as king but also as a 
priestly mediator between God and man. 
 
You will remember that the ephod was the shoulder-dress or tunic of the High Priest, and 
it included the Urim and the Thummim upon the breast piece (Exodus 28:6-30).  Gideon 
as non-king of Israel, would also wear the robe of the High Priest as mediator of the 
people.  Gideon would seek to wear the stones that represented the twelve tribes of Israel.  
In essence, Gideon has become a de facto Priest King according to the Order of 
Manasseh (cf. 6:15)- -not of Aaron and Levi! 
 
What is happening here in this scene is that Gideon is fashioning not merely an idol, but 
more particularly a golden �fleece� similar to the fleece earlier in Gideon�s career.  
Gideon wanted to be in control of God�s revelation to His people (for God�s will was 
made known through the Urim and Thummim at this time in redemptive-history.  This 
�golden fleece� or ephod would now be used as a substitute for God�s Word and the 
medium that Gideon would use to direct the people according to divine knowledge 
(similar to other pagans during that time in redemptive-history). 
 
Gideon had forgotten what he has learned about hearing and believing God�s Word and 
he is making a substitute.  Gideon exchanges the truth of God�s Word made known to 
Moses for a substitute of His own making. 
 
This led to idolatry in Israel and in Gideon�s family again! The ephod would become a 
�snare�. 
 
At the very place where the true worship of YHWH had been practiced; at the very place 
where Gideon had torn down the altar to Baal (6:24ff); this place now became a place of 
idolatry again!  Gideon was from Ophrah (6:11), and Ophrah had been cleansed of 
idolatry, and now it would become again an idolatrous city dedicated to idols and Gideon 
would build this city as part of his glory-seeking and kingdom-building for himself- -and 
seek to make a name for himself. 
 
In fact, the Bible tells us in this story that Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his 
city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and 
to his family (8:27).  Gideon is not only a king-rule over Israel (of his own choosing), he 
has his own city for his Name and Dynasty to be realized.   
 
Gideon has robbed God of the glory that is due him in salvation, and now in worship. The 
true worship of YHWH was to be at the tabernacle (that was at Shiloh (Joshua 18; Judges 
18)- -not Ophrah- - at this point in redemptive-history).  Give the sinner an inch, he�ll try 
to take a mile! 
 
This should remind us of earlier folks at the Tower of Babel who desired to glory-seek; 
those who wanted to build a city in order to make a name for themselves.  Gideon is 
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acting more like the sinful nations around him than one called to be holy and set apart for 
God�s purposes (cf. Genesis 11:4: �Come let us build for ourselves a city��).  Gideon is 
acting more like those at the Tower of Babel than Abraham whom God called to go to the 
place where God would lead him; and he did.  In some ways, Gideon is acting more like 
the �children of men� (Genesis 11:5) than the children of God. 
 
Like the city of Babel back in Genesis, Gideon�s city would be an idolatrous anti-God 
city.  This is so hard to sit back and watch, isn�t it?!  Gideon so wanted to make a name 
for himself, he so wanted to glory-seek, that he would set an idol up in the very place 
where he had originally torn it down. 
 
God had not told Gideon to make an ephod and serve as a kind of counterfeit Levitical 
High Priest; God had called and commissioned Gideon to serve as judge-deliverer of the 
people; God had made his will known to Gideon and had graciously tried to teach him to 
about trusting his Word and power of His Spirit. 
 
Self-centered glory-seeking and idolatry always go hand and hand together!  Our need for 
�greatness� rather than humility and weakness; our need for �fame� rather than simple 
diligence in our vocation; our need for establishing our wills and our kingdoms; these are 
signs and symptoms that idolatry has taken deep root in us.  Even before there is an 
outward manifestation of idol worship- -it has already captured our hears within. 
 
The Idolatrous Aspect 
Gideon uses the Ephod as a symbol of idolatry; the text tells us: ��and Gideon put it [or 
lit. �set up� the idol] in his city, in Ophrah� (8:27).  This idol made the people whore 
after it and break covenant with the Living and True God.  In contrast to the High Priest�s 
ephod that showed forth the glory of God (remember in Exodus the High Priest was 
dressed in glory-clothes to reflect typologically the glory of God), Gideon would use the 
ephod to clothe an idol to be worshipped in Ophrah!  
 
It is ironic that this idolatrous act of Gideon is similar to Aaron before him when Moses 
had turned his back to go up on Mount Sinai to receive revelation from God (Exodus 32).  
As Aaron had taken the golden spoils of the Egyptians, so Gideon took the golden spoils 
of the Midianites in order to fashion an idol.  Aaron took gold from the people and made 
an idol for the people to access God and worship.  Now Gideon committed a similar act 
and this time made an ephod like the one Aaron wore- -not a golden calf this time (we all 
need a little variety in our idol making, I reckon!). 
 
After the Exodus from Egypt where God delivered his people, the people worshipped an 
idol; after this �mini-Exodus� from the Midianites where God had delivered his people, 
the people worshipped an idol.  Seemingly hopeless, huh?! Don�t look away- -keep on 
looking- -you may find that you yourself have been known to do this is different ways 
throughout your life?! 
 
A leader of God�s people allowed something forbidden to be brought into the worship of 
God.  Something was brought into worship without God�s permission; something 
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sneaked very quickly back into the life of Gideon and the people of Israel, and their 
hearts were drawn toward, then their hearts worshipped, then their hearts were devoted to 
idolatry once again.  Midian was defeated and there was rest for forty years in the days of 
Gideon- -but this time the rest was again fraught with ungratefulness, unthankfulness, 
forgetfulness of God�s grace and power, and idolatry became rampant again in the land 
(8:28). 
 
Although Gideon had rejected verbally being made king (and seemed to recognize God 
as king), nevertheless, he was willing to live with the wealth and power of kings.  He 
took to himself many wives, lived opulently, and retired from his labor to the LORD. 
 
All that Gideon did in his sinful ways of seeking to build His own Kingdom in our story 
was against and contrary to what Moses said that the king who ruled over God�s people 
would be. 
 
ESV Deuteronomy 17:14-20: "When you come to the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, 'I will set a king over me, 
like all the nations that are around me,' 15 you may indeed set a king over you whom 
the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king 
over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 Only he 
must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in 
order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, 'You shall never return 
that way again.' 17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn 
away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 18 "And when he sits 
on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, 
approved by1 the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all 
the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the 
words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart may not be lifted 
up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either 
to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his 
children, in Israel. 
 
First of all, God has not chosen Gideon to be a king (he hasn�t even acted faithfully as a 
Judge-Governor.  Secondly, the Bible specifically tells us in Gideon�s story that he had 
many wives, including a Canaanite concubine (8:30-31).   
 
Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and lived in his own house. 30 Now Gideon had seventy sons, 
his own offspring,1 for he had many wives. 31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore 
him a son, and he called his name Abimelech. 32 And Gideon the son of Joash died in a good 
old age and was buried in the tomb of Joash his father, at Ophrah of the Abiezrites.  
 
Gideon has acquired for himself excessive silver and gold; he was seeking treasure that 
men could break in and steal rather heavenly treasure (as king we see Gideon�s heart 
revealed in that where our heart is, there is our treasure, and Gideon�s heart-allegiance 
was merely earthly many times). 
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Gideon was unfaithful to God�s law and statutes by committing idolatry and making an 
ephod to clothe an idol. Gideon who was clothed with God�s Spirit is now making 
idolatrous ephod clothing for an idol (cf. Judges 6:34).  Gideon had not been humbled; 
Gideon did not show proper humility before God and was a glory-seeker which was 
precisely against Moses� �job description� of �God�s King� found in Deuteronomy 17:20. 
 
The consequences of Gideon building his own kingdom rather than the Lord�s had grave 
consequences for all in Israel: 
 
33 As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and 
made Baal-berith their god. 34 And the people of Israel did not remember the LORD their God, 
who had delivered them from the hand of all their enemies on every side, 35 and they did not 
show steadfast love to the family of Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good that 
he had done to Israel. 
 
Not only did Gideon live as a king would live, his hypocrisy and unbelief caused him to 
have a concubine who was a Canaanite!  He lived like a king with many concubines and 
even one who would bear him a Canaanite son who was ironically named �Abimelech� 
(which means �my father is king�).   
 
A son would be born and the government of Israel would be upon his shoulder- -but he 

was a BAD MAN! (Read 8:29-35). 
 
We should never forget that sin has consequences and one of the consequences of 
Gideon�s sin of glory-seeking was Abimelech.  As Lord Acton said is so well: �Power 
corrupts; and absolute power corrupts absolutely.� 
 
Israel had become so unfaithful to God�s covenant the historical context and spiritual 
atmosphere that Abimelech would first breathe at birth was one of deep dark idolatry.  
YHWH, who had rescued-redeemed Israel from Egypt, and who had delivered Israel 
many times during the conquest of the Promised Land, was now formally replaced with 
an idol named or with the title �Baal-berith� (6:33). 
 
Baal-berith means �Baal (lord) of the covenant�.  Israel did not �remember� the LORD 
their God who had delivered them (6:34).  Israel had made a formal covenant with Baal, 
the god of the Canaanites and this was one of the terrible results of Gideon�s glory-
seeking, and seeking to build His own kingdom. 
 
Even after Gideon was dead, the consequences of his sin had polluted the visible church.  
Israel did not have a problem with a memory lapse, when the bible says they did not 
�remember�.  Rather, it means that living for themselves and for idols became more 
important to them and so they did not acknowledge nor heed God and His Word.  In other 
words, the people became like their �king� who led them! 
 

This is covenant theology that�s gone bad! 
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Israel was ungrateful for God�s deliverance; Israel was not even thankful to the family of 
Gideon in the way that they should have been for what he had done right in the service 
of God!  The Israelites were so ungrateful, that they cannot event thank, and be grateful 
to the man and his family that God did indeed use to deliver them!  The people of God 
became so committed to Baal-berith that he will also be the god who finances 
Abimelech�s slaughter of Gideon�s family (9:4). 
 
Who will lead the people righteously according to God�s will?  Who will rule and reign 
over Israel? Who will be faithful like Moses and finally lead the people of God into the 
rest and Shalom-Peace in the Promised Land?  While the faithful people of God are 
awaiting a man to lead them into godliness and blessing in the land, Abimelech shows 
up! 
 
Abimelech, the son of Gideon (Jerubbaal), seized the throne over God�s people; a 
lawless, sinful, covenant-breaking murderous man was enthroned over Israel as ruler on 
God�s behalf?  Abimelech reveals to us again that Israel�s greatest problem was Israel 
herself.  What Gideon presumed to be in private life, Abimelech seized murderously in 
the public sector! 
 
History definitely repeats itself (as the familiar saying reminds us!).  This passage is 
about the constant failure of doing what is evil in one�s own eyes.  The consequences that 
follow our evil deeds and unbelief against God can cause great damage.  Our sins have 
great consequences!  William Shakespeare once wrote: 
 
�The evil that men do often live after them; the good is interred with their bones.� 
 
Gideon�s evil would live on through Abimelech, while the good he had done was buried 
with his bones.  We learn that the Israelites continued to repeat their sins against God and 
would never learn.   
 
How did Gideon�s glory-seeking lead to this behavior? Gideon was called as God�s 
leader to act consistently with God�s word in reliance upon the grace he had been shown 
by God in his initial call. He was to heed the writings of Moses, and teach the people, and 
be an example to the people. 
 
After a few successes, Gideon wanted to share the glory with God. Then he wanted the 
glory for himself completely. Then he forgot his mission and purpose and slowly became 
trapped in his pattern of sin. 
 
Let us never forget as God�s people that we should never take indwelling sin lightly.  Sin 
can have terrible consequences for the people of God.  Not only is sin an affront to, and 
offense in God�s holy face, it is deadly and dangerous and can cause great problems and 
circumstances in the church and the world. 
 
God in his grace saves us so much from our sins, and prevents us from spiraling out of 
control and breaking out in formal idolatry, but we see here in this passage that even the 
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strongest and most capable warriors still have a problem of indwelling and sin and we 
want to take it very seriously as God�s people. 
 
Let us make a �Gospel-station identification� here at this point.  In all of God�s leaders in 
the visible church there are often times the realization and recognition by God�s people 
that there is inconsistency and sometimes disappointment in the way they lead (Davis, pg. 
113).  Although God provides us qualified leaders they are still struggling with sin and 
our ultimate focus should always be on Christ, our perfect Great Shepherd. 
 
However, leaders under Christ must by God�s grace remember their position and soberly 
keep in mind how their sins can affect the entire visible church (for good or ill).  We 
don�t want to excuse Gideon�s sins, nor our leaders, but we want to be reminded that 
ultimately the Gospel is NOT about our leaders, but about Jesus Christ who was perfect 
for us- -and who loves us perfectly and in whom there is no inconsistency and 
disappointment. 
 
My pastor friend recently said that his wife has always said that she could not understand 
how someone like Gideon, particularly a leader of God�s people could sin so grievously 
against God, and still make it to Hebrews 11!  But we should remember the eloquent and 
biblical way our Confession states the matter of sin and consequences in the lives of true 
persevering saints: 
 
WCF 17.3  Nevertheless, [true believers] may, through the temptations of Satan and of the world, 
the prevalency of corruption remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of their 
preservation, fall into grievous sins;(1) and, for a time, continue therein:(2) whereby they incur 
God's displeasure,(3) and grieve His Holy Spirit,(4) come to be deprived of some measure of 
their graces and comforts;(5) have their hearts hardened,(6) and their consciences wounded;(7) 
hurt and scandalize others,(8) and bring temporal judgments upon themselves.(9) (1)Matt.  
6:70,72,74. (2)Ps. 51:(title), 14. (3)Isa. 64:5,7,9; 2 Sam. 11:27. (4)Eph. 4:30.  
(5)Ps. 51:8,10.12; Rev. 2:4; Cant. 5:2,3,4,6. (6)Isa. 63:17; Mark 6:52; Mark 6:14.  
(7)Ps. 32:3,4; Ps. 51:8. (8)2 Sam. 12:14. (9)Ps. 89:31,32; 1 Cor. 11:32. 
 
This summary of chapter 17 On the Perseverance of the Saints will be helpful to keep in 
mind as we proceed further in the Book of Judges as well - -things get worse !.  But the 
WCOF also reminds us of how true believers (like Gideon) will persevere because of the 
Gospel: 
 
WCF 17.2  This perseverance of the saints depends not upon their own free will, but upon the 
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of God the 
Father;(1) upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ;(2) the abiding of the 
Spirit, and of the seed of God within them;(3) and the nature of the covenant of grace:(4) from all 
which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.(5) (1)2 Tim. 2:18,19; Jer. 31:3. (2)Heb. 
10:10,14; Heb. 13:20,21; Heb. 9:12-15; Rom. 8:33-39; John 17:11,24; Luke 2:32; Heb. 7:25. 
(3)John 14:16,17; 1 John 2:27; 1 John 3:9. (4)Jer. 32:40.  
(5)John 10:28; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 John 2:19. 
 
Israel would get the king that she deserved. Israel would get a �thorn� with a crown as we 
will learn next week, Lord willing. 
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Later in redemptive-history, there was another king given to Israel. His name was 
Solomon, son of David.  While he achieved many great things in His reign, he was not 
the king that God had spoken of through Moses to properly lead Israel any more than 
Gideon, or worse, Abimelech was: 
 
ESV 1 Kings 11:1-8: Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of 
Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations 
concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, "You shall not enter into 
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after 
their gods." Solomon clung to these in love. 3 He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 
concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods, and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was 
the heart of David his father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did what was evil in the 
sight of the LORD and did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. 7 Then 
Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the 
abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8 And so he did for all his 
foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. 
 
Sinful Solomon, while a good King, would not be the king that Israel needed either.  He 
too would sin against God specifically in the way that Moses had forbidden a king to act. 
 
However in the fullness of the times, one king would not glory seek.  This king would 
leave his glory, even though he was equal with the father, he would subject himself to a 
world of sin and misery and be a �nothing�.  Jesus Christ the King of kings and Lord of 
lords would not seek position, privilege and power that God had not granted him. 
 
Jesus Christ the King would not be like Abimelech, a king who usurped God�s throne 
continuing to glory-seek as his father Gideon before him.  This king would not be like 
Abimelech in that he wouldn�t be the consequence of sinful actions.  This king would be 
God�s Son, and Jesus Christ the King would be a consequence of God�s grace alone. 
 
In fact, later in redemptive-history from our Judges story, Isaiah links the redemptive-
historical memory of Gideon�s defeat of Midian with a son who would be born to save in 
a greater way and rule over Israel faithfully: 
 
ESV Isaiah 9:4-7: For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior 
in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us 
a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon1 his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called2 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Jesus Christ would be the Son given by God in His grace not to merely defeat the 
Midianite threat, but to defeat our deep, dark hard-hearted idolatry.  Jesus would 
powerfully defeat by the Spirit of God the indwelling heart-bondage to sin, death and 
hell. 
 
God would get the glory, and his Son would give Him the glory that is due His name.  
Through Jesus Christ and His Gospel the truth of God�s will would be revealed, and the 
truth that salvation is of the LORD- -and not man! 
 
Jesus would come to show that glory seeking is a robbing of God�s glory, but obedience 
in reliance upon God�s grace shows forth God�s glory.  He would live and pray in this 
way: 
 
ESV John 17:4-5: I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed. 
 
As God�s people we are to learn to seek first the Kingdom and all its righteousness; to 
pray: �Thy Kingdom Come; Thy Will be Done� to the LORD, confessing HIS 
sovereignty, and his glory and power, and emphasizing that HIS will should be done. 
 
Let us repent of glory-seeking; those times when we catch ourselves more concerned 
ourselves, our own wills and agendas; when we trust in our own strengths and 
accomplishments and get too big for our own britches; let us lay ourselves wholly as the 
Risen-Ascended-Enthroned Christ�s feet and give him the glory that is due his Name. 
 
Give him glory for a salvation that we could never achieve, that we never deserved, that 
we are partakers of because of his love and grace to us! 
 
We must learn to say with the Apostle Paul: 
 
ESV Romans 11:36: For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
And: 
 
ESV 1 Corinthians 10:31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 
 
So how did Gideon �make it� to Hebrews 11 in the so-called �Hall of Faith� (11:32-34)?  
By the grace of God alone.  We see in Gideon a �man of valor� and a �mighty warrior� as 
God would make him, but we also see a sinner conflicted who struggled to the end of his 
days against a divided heart with divided loyalties. 
 
Gideon made it, like we all make, by grace alone!  Gideon is a representative of the 
Church.  In light of the more fuller revelation and the power of the Holy Spirit we have as 
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New Testament Christians, we are to live knowing that we have died to sin and been 
raised to righteousness in our union with Jesus and His resurrection (Romans 6:1-14). 
 
Sin shall not be our master- -we are under grace- -and so let us live like it.  Let us live for 
the glory of God and His Christ! Let us be mindful and alert to the ways we seek for 
glory and our own little kingdoms. Let us live as Christians who walk by faith in 
weakness, and not by sight and the power of this present age! 
 
ESV 1 Corinthians 1:3-8: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all 
speech and all knowledge- 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among 
you- 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.
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