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Introduction 

 

The Author of the Book of Hebrews wrote: 
ESV 

Hebrews 1:1-2: Long ago, at many times 

and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2 

but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 

he created the world. 

 

“God spoke to our fathers by the prophets.”  We should thank God that in Christ, we 

know the Old Covenant saints as “our fathers” and that they heard from the prophets.  In 

these last days, we have heard from the Son.   

 

The Apostle Peter wrote to the Church so that we would understand the Spirit-given task 

of the Prophet in making God’s Word known to his people: 
ESV 

2 Peter 1:20-21: 

…Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 

interpretation. 
21 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Peters says that no prophecy of Scripture comes from the prophet himself, but men spoke 

from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  “Carried along” is the idea of 

the Spirit moving a person like the mighty wind (fe,rw (fut. oi;sw ; aor. h;negka, 

inf. evnegkei/n and evne,gkai, ptc. evne,gkaj ; aor. pass. hvne,cqhn, ptc. 

evnecqei,j) bring, bring along, carry; endure, bear, put up with; yield, produce 

(fruit); drive (of wind; midd. rush Ac 2.2); move, guide (by the Holy Spirit; cf. John 3:8- 
“
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 

comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.") 

 

The study of the prophetic word to our fathers through The Twelve, ultimately prepares 

the Church to understand better the final Prophetic Word of the Son (1).  The message is 

the same for both the prophets and the Son, but the Son is the culmination and 

eschatological realization of all the words of the prophets; Christ is the Prophet, but he is 

also the message of the prophets (cf. Luke 24:24ff; 24:44ff).  The Book of the Twelve 



 2 

prepares us for the final word of the Son, who is heir of all things, and Creator of the 

world (Heb. 1:2). 

 

Unfortunately, preaching and studying these twelve books has been neglected in the 

history of the Church (2).  One commentator wrote: “Where is the edification for a 

modern Christian in a dirge celebrating the downfall of an ancient city? How can the 

gloomy forecasts of captivity for Israel and Judah lift the heart today? …How unlike the 

New Testament they are!” (The Minor Prophets, McComiskey, pg. ix).   

 

Martin Luther even wrote about the prophets: “They have a queer way of talking, like 

people who, instead of proceeding in an orderly manner, ramble off from thing to the 

next, so that you cannot make head or tail of them or see what they are getting at.” 

 

Blaise Pascal (d. 1662) wrote concerning the prophets in his Pensees (an apologetic about 

the Christian life): “The prophecies, the very miracles and proofs of our religion, are not 

of such a nature that they can be said to be absolutely convincing. But they are also of 

such a kind that it cannot be said that it is unreasonable to believe them. Thus there is 

both evidence and obscurity to enlighten some and confuse others.  We understanding 

nothing of the works of God, if we do not take as a principle that he has willed to blind 

some, and enlighten others.” 

 

Why has the study of the Twelve been neglected in the history of the Church? The reason 

is because most thought their message irrelevant and that their message was too obscure 

for those who live in light of the New Testament Era (2). 

 

But the message of the prophets of old is extremely relevant to us today, and by God’s 

Spirit we can learn more about Christ and more about who we are in Him.  For example, 

we learn through their message about God’s love, justice, mercy, salvation, judgment, 

and covenant promises to his people.  We also learn about the people of God’s 

consistently unfaithful response to God’s love, justice, mercy, salvation, judgment, and 

covenant promises!   

 

Who were The Twelve? 
The Book of the Twelve has popularly been known as the Minor Prophets.  These twelve 

books or prophetic oracles are not minor in the sense of unimportant, but minor in length 

compared to the “major” or more extensive prophetic oracles found in Isaiah, Ezekiel and 

Jeremiah (Compare Hosea’s 12 chapters with Isaiah’s 66 chapters for example, or 

Nahum’s 3 chapters and Jeremiah’s 52 chapters). 

 

The Twelve was compiled in the Hebrew Bible as one book.  The authors of the prophetic 

word lived and labored in God’s vineyard from the ninth century B. C. (Obadiah) to the 

fifth century B. C. (Malachi) The Twelve covers then over four hundred years of 

redemptive-historical prophetic word.   

 

The chronological order of The Twelve is as follows (3): 
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1) Obadiah: Jehoram king of Judah (Southern Kingdom), ca. 889-884 B.C. 

2) Joel: Joash king of Judah, ca. 875-848 B.C. 

3) Jonah: Jeroboam II king of Israel (Northern Kingdom), ca. 824-783 B.C. 

4) Amos: Jeroboam II king of Israel and Uzziah king of Judah, ca. 810-783 B.C. 

5) Hosea: Jeroboam II king of Israel and Uzziah to Hezekiah kings of Judah, ca. 

790-725 B.C. 

6) Micah: Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah kings of Judah, ca. 758-710 B.C. 

7) Nahum: Hezekiah king of Judah, ca. 710-699 B.C. 

8) Habakkuk: Manasseh or Josiah kings of Judah, ca. 650-628 B.C. 

9) Zaphaniah: Josiah king of Judah, ca. 628-623 B.C. 

 

6 prophets to the Southern Kingdom of Judah (captured in 587 B.C. by the 

Babylonians with destruction of Jewish Temple in Jerusalem). 

 

3 prophets to the Northern Kingdom of Israel (captured in 722 B.C. by Assyria under 

Sargon II). 

 

After the overthrow of Babylon by the Persian Empire, the great ruler Cyrus the Great 

allowed the Jews too go back to the land of Jerusalem in 537 B.C. 

 

Post-Exilic Prophets 

10) Haggai: Darius Hystaspes, ca. 519 B.C. 

11) Zechariah: Darius Hystaspes, ca. 519 B.C. 

12) Malachi: Artaxerxes Longimanus, ca. 433-424 B.C. 

 

Canonical order of the Twelve Prophets (4) (According to Keil and Delitzsch)- -this 

would be good to memorize for a simple overview of history: 

 

Prophets of the pre-Assyrian period: Hosea to Nahum 

Prophets of the Chaldean-Babylonian period: Habakkuk and Zephaniah 

Prophets after the Exile-Captivity: Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 

 

 

What was a prophet? (5) 

The word “prophet” in Hebrew is navi:  [aybin" n.m. spokesman, speaker, prophet 

-- 1. genuine prophet of 'y, aybn, anciently called ha,ro ] navi is from another 

Semitic language, Akkadian, and the root is found in the verb nabu (not the place in Star 

Wars) and this means “to decree, to proclaim, to command, to make known”.  It can also 

mean to be called or appointed by God.  The Greek word for prophet is profh,thj, ou 

m and this means generally that a prophet is one who has insight into the divine will and 

possesses the power of inspired utterance. 

 

Simply put (5): A prophet is one who is called and who proclaims the Word of God by 

the empowerment of the Spirit to the priests, the kings and the people.  A prophet 

speaks a message from God about God. 
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Augustine said: “The prophet of God is nothing else but the enunciator of the words of 

God to men.” 

 

Geerhardus Vos wrote: “Jehovah’s approach to Israel is eminently the approach of 

speech; God gives Himself in the word of His mouth” (Biblical Theology, pg. 205). 

 

“Thus says YHWH…” 

 

Dr. Vangemeren defines a prophet as: “An Israelite , called by God, and empowered by 

the Spirit who serves as God’s spokesperson who has received authority and revelation 

from God, who is a good shepherd over God’s flock, and who demonstrates God’s Word 

and mission with signs” (pg. 32). 

 

 

The Prophetic Mouth- Or the Prophet’s Authority (6) 

The Bible teaches us that a prophet is one who is called and appointed to be a regular 

speaker or “mouth” for a divine superior, whose speech carries the authority of that 

divine superior.  We see this in Exodus and the Book of Jeremiah: 
 
ESV 

Exodus 4:16 [Aaron] shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you 

shall be as God to him. 

 
ESV 

Exodus 7:1 And the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and 

your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 

 

As Aaron would literally serve as Moses’ mouth, so the prophets would serve as God’s 

mouth.  God does not explain to Moses what a prophet was because he knew from his 

own call and ministry, but in this particular relationship between he and Aaron, Moses 

would be the “God” with authority (because he represented YHWH) and Aaron would be 

his prophet or mouthpiece. 
 
ESV 

Jeremiah 1:5-9: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 

consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 
6
 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! 

Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth." 
7
 But the LORD said to me, "Do not 

say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command 

you, you shall speak. 
8
 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the 

LORD." 
9
 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 

"Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 

 

God puts his words literally in the mouth of Jeremiah and the words become divinely 

powerful and authoritative because of God’s work in Jeremiah and His call.  Aaron’s 

words and Jeremiah’s words by virtue of their calling and commission speak God’s very 

words.  The prophets’ mouths reveal God. 

 

Vos wrote: “[The implications of the prophets being the very mouthpiece of YHWH] 

marks the religion of the Old Testament as a religion of conscious intercourse (or 

dialogue) between Jehovah and Israel, a religion of revelation, of authority, a religion in 
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which God dominates, and in which man is put into the listening, submissive attitude” 

(pg. 211-12). 

 

Like the American President’s press secretary or like an ambassador who represents 

nations, so the prophets only speak God’s Word to the people—never their own, or 

merely their own opinions.  Rather, they speak on behalf of God, God’s very Word. 

 

 

The Prophet as Seer (7) 

A prophet is also a seer: ha'r' ra'ah {raw-aw'} Meaning:  1) to see, look at, inspect, 

perceive, consider 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to see 1a2) to see, perceive 1a3) to see, have vision 1a4) 

to look at, see, regard, look after, see after, learn about, observe, watch, look upon, look 

out, find out/ hz<Ax chozeh {kho-zeh'} Meaning:  1) seer 1a) seer 1b) vision  

 

Vos wrote: “The word ‘seer’ refers to an extraordinary influence brought to bear on the 

seeing faculty of the prophet, by which he was made to see things, instead of hearing 

them, with the same result that through this seeing a message of divine provenience 

[origin] was introduced into his consciousness” (pg. 215). 

 
ESV 

1 Samuel 9:9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he said, "Come, let us 

go to the seer," for today's "prophet" was formerly called a seer [ha'r' ra'ah].) 

 
ESV 

2 Samuel 24:11 And when David arose in the morning, the word of the LORD came to the 

prophet Gad, David's seer [hz<Ax chozeh], saying... 

 

Simply put (7): A prophet is the mouthpiece of God who is called and who proclaims 

the Word of God by the empowerment of the Spirit to the priests, the kings and the 

people who also “sees” things not usually perceived by other people.   
 

What was the message of the prophets (8) 

 

The Prophet’s Message: Retrospective and Prospective 

The prophets’ message was back-looking to the past of the periods of the Patriarchs 

(Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph) and Moses or retrospective, as well as forward-

looking to the future or prospective as it foretold of the fulfillment of the Kingdom and 

Kingdom events.  This message that was retrospective and prospective was addressed to 

the People of Israel in present-tense circumstances. 

 

Retrospective Revelation 

Vangemeren writes: “The prophetic ministry is a direct continuation of the revelation of 

God through Moses, the fountainhead of Old Testament revelation. Moses desired for 

God’s people to be a counterculture, a new community transformed by divine revelation 

and by the Spirit. The prophetic message was consistent with the Mosaic revelation, for it 

applied more explicitly the blessings and the curses of which Moses had spoken and 
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supplemented the existing canonical writings with a new word from God.  All prophetic 

utterances were to be tested by God’s revelation to Moses” (pg. 38). 

 

In other words, the Old Covenant people were to be good “Bereans” with regard to 

comparing the Prophet’s message with the message of Moses.  The Old Covenant people 

were to check to see if what the prophet said was true in light of Moses.  As 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 taught: 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22: "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers- it is to him you shall listen- 
16

 just as you desired of the LORD 

your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of 

the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.' 
17

 And the LORD said to me, 'They 

are right in what they have spoken. 
18

 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 

brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 

him. 
19

 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 

require it of him. 
20

 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not 

commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall 

die.' 
21

 And if you say in your heart, 'How may we know the word that the LORD has not 

spoken?'- 
22

 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to 

pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it 

presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. 

 

Prospective Revelation 

As Dr. Vangemeren writes: “The prophets spoke in time as they were human beings 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak God’s word in space and time. Yet the prophets 

spoke out of time as their writings reflect more than the historically and culturally 

conditioned collection of Israel’s prophets.   

 

The Lord empowered the prophets by the Spirit to proclaim and write down the 

revelation he gave them as a witness for future generations” (Interpreting the 

Prophetic Word, pg. 19). 

 

Vos wrote: “The prophets speak out of the consciousness of being reorganizers, 

reconstructionists. That something better will come and must come they know, but they 

are not aware as yet of the extent to which when it comes, it will swallow up the 

past…The prophet now knows that not repair but regeneration of the present lies in the 

womb of the future” (pg. 207). 

 

A. B. Mickelsen wrote: “Whether [the prophet] is discussing the past, present, or future, 

the prophet is seeking to make God the most genuine reality that men can know and 

experience” (Quoted in Greidanus, Modern Preacher, pg. 229). 

 

 

It is important with regard to the message of the prophets to recall Israel’s call and 

mission: 

 

The people of Israel were called to be a visible representation of the Kingdom of God on 

earth (This Kingdom is rooted in the revelation of God to Moses in the Torah: Genesis, 



 7 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy).  As a Holy Priesthood (Ex. 19:5-6) they 

were to be more than merely religious folks, all people of the ancient Near East were 

religious (false demonstrations of mere religion included magic, divination, astrology, etc 

and Israel was not to be like them, cf. Matthew 6:1-8).  Moses was told by God to teach 

Israel: 

 
ESV 

Exodus 19:5-6: Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 

shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
6
 and you shall be 

to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 

people of Israel." 

 

The Kingdom of God through Israel was to be a display of the Truth of God’s 

Revelation, not merely a demonstration of religion.  The pagan nations had religion, 

albeit false ones, but Israel was to be separate and to reveal God’s Revelation-Truth in 

Word and Deed.   

 

Thus the message of the prophets was to proclaim and preach to Israel the truth of who 

the True and Living God is, and how they are to live their lives in light of his Revealed-

Truth.  The prophets spoke revelation, not merely religion. 

 

As Dr. Vangemeren writes: “The Lord favored Israel with his revelation. They received 

his oracles as well as the promises, covenants, adoption to Sonship, and manifestations of 

his glory (Rom. 3:2; 9:4-5). His relation to Israel was full of grace and promise as he 

guided his people to be a royal priesthood (Ex. 19:5-6) in all their activities (personal, 

liturgical, economic, societal, and political. He led them into his way of wisdom so that 

they might receive his peace [shalom] and the fulfillment of his promises (Isa. 48:17-19)” 

(Prophetic Word, pg. 19). 

 
ESV 

Isaiah 48:17-19: Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: "I am the 

LORD your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. 
18

 Oh that 

you had paid attention to my commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, and 

your righteousness like the waves of the sea; 
19

 your offspring would have been like the sand, and 

your descendants like its grains; their name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me." 

 

In The Twelve we have God’s judgment revealed because of sin and unbelief, but we 

have his ongoing faithfulness to his elect and the salvation he has wrought for all of the 

people of God in Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

The message of the prophets included specifically (8): God is faithful and the people are 

idolaters.  God is patient and merciful, but he will judge his people in order to restore and 

preserve them.  Prepare for the coming of the Day of the LORD in salvation and 

judgment.   

 

Israel was taught to expect woes as well as blessings of peace from the prophets (God 

was concerned to correct, rebuke, admonish and teach his people, cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-4:2).  

The Prophet Jeremiah said: 
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ESV 
Jeremiah 28:8-9: The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, 

famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 
9
 As for the prophet who 

prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will be known that the 

LORD has truly sent the prophet." 

 

The people were to be on the look out for prophets who merely “made the people feel 

good” and tell them what they wanted to hear: 

 
ESV 

Jeremiah 23:16-18: Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Do not listen to the words of the 

prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own 

minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 
17

 They say continually to those who despise the word 

of the LORD, 'It shall be well with you'; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, 

they say, 'No disaster shall come upon you.'" 
18

 For who among them has stood in the council of 

the LORD to see and to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened? 

 

 

Interpreting the Prophets 

We must be careful that we are not too “modernity-centric” or focused selfishly on 

merely ourselves (“practical applications”) and our own times when reading the prophets 

i.e. Amos the Prophet spoke of social change- -“We need social change today!”).  The 

prophets have been unfairly misdirected and misfocused in their message by imbalanced 

modern folk who think that the prophets existed merely to predict or forecast interesting 

future events that we read about in the Saturday paper.  These people (many 

Premillennial Dispensationalists) think that the prophets existed merely to tell future 

events about the “end times and locusts that symbolize helicopters!” 

 

It is true that the prophets spoke of the future, and they did indeed speak of the end times 

or more preferably the “Last Days”.  The dawning of the Last Days began during Jesus’ 

resurrection-ascension and particularly the outpouring of the Spirit on the Day of 

Pentecost according to Peter’s sermon recorded in Acts 2 (see verses 16ff).  The 

prophets’ main focus on the future was how their message pointed forward to Christ and 

His people, not merely to fanciful interpretations of current events. 

 

Our primary interest in interpreting the prophetic word is to consider first the present 

historical context and people of God. Their primary message that indeed has application 

and implications for all of God’s people (including today, including even social change 

within the church) must first be understood as a word to the people of God during that 

prophet’s time.  

 

This is just to say that the prophet and his ministry should be historically considered 

because he was historically situated at a particular time in redemptive-history. However, 

the prophet spoke on behalf of the Sovereign God over history who is bringing his will to 

pass in history for all of his people.  Remember the instruction and encouragement the 

Apostle Paul taught would be for those who study The Twelve? 

 
ESV 

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
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We will interpret in a threefold reading of the prophets (which is how we should interpret 

the Old Testament as God’s people) (9): 1) First Reading: “How did the people of Israel 

first hear the words of the prophets within their cultural milieu?”- Considering the 

message of the prophet in his historical context and time period in redemptive-history. 

 

2) Second Reading: “How do the prophets point to Jesus Christ?” (cf. Luke 24:24ff): 

Considering the message of the prophet as it becomes clearer throughout redemptive-

history, and particularly with the coming of Jesus Christ.   

 

3) Third Reading: “How do we read the prophets “in Christ as the Church today”?: 

Considering the message of the prophet as it applies and has implications for Christ’s 

Church today. 

 

We should be grateful to God for His Eternal Word.  It is ironic that God sent his servants 

the prophets to turn Israel from their idolatry and many sins against God’s 

commandments, and rather than repent, the people killed them.  In fact, when the One the 

prophets pointed to consistently in their preaching-proclamation finally did come as the 

GREAT and FINAL PROPHET of the covenant, none other than Jesus Christ, they killed 

him too! 

 

Yet it was God’s will to send his Son to die for the sins of his people; this too, was part of 

his divine sovereignty over history as Acts 2 teaches us: 

 
Acts 2:22-24: "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 

with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know- 
23

 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 

of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 
24

 God raised him up, loosing the 

pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

 

We should be grateful that although the prophets were killed, they still speak through 

God’s Word to us today.  In God’s Eternal Word, we can hear and obey the prophets 

today by His grace!  In God’s Eternal Word, we can hear and obey the Great Prophet, our 

Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

An overview or highlight of the prophets in Redemptive-history may be helpful in 

diagram form(10).   

 

There was Moses the archetypal or model prophet of the Old Covenant; there was 

Deborah during the time of the Judges; there was Samuel in the monarchical era in Israel; 

there were the “pre-Classical prophets” such as Nathan, Elijah, Elisha, and Micaiah; then 

there were the “Classical” prophets such as the Twelve, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. 

 

A helpful picture from Willem Vangemeren helps us to learn the redemptive-historical 

way that YHWH revealed himself through prophets: 
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MOSES THE SERVANT (The Fountainhead of Prophetic Revelation) 

 

 

 SAMUEL (The Model of Prophetic Revelation) 

 

  

  ELIJAH (Covenant Prosecutor) 

   

   

   THE CLASSICAL PROPHETS (Including the Twelve) 

 

    

     JOHN THE BAPTIST 

     

     

       JESUS THE MESSIAH 

 

         [Ministers of the Word] 

 

Ministers today still have the prophetic task of preaching and proclaiming not merely 

religion, but the very revelation of God’s Word in written form: 

 
ESV 

2 Timothy 4:1-2: I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 

judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 
2
 preach the word; 

be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience 

and teaching. 

 

Thanks be to God for His Christ and His Word! 

 

CRB 
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TTHHEE  MMIINNOORR  PPRROOPPHHEETTSS::  
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Review 

The Author of the Book of Hebrews wrote: 
ESV 

Hebrews 1:1-2: Long ago, at many times 

and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2 

but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 

he created the world. 

 

The study of the prophetic word to our fathers through The Twelve, ultimately prepares 

the Church to understand better the final Prophetic Word of the Son.  The message is the 

same for both the prophets and the Son, but the Son is the culmination and eschatological 

realization of all the words of the prophets; Christ is the Prophet, but he is also the 

message of the prophets (cf. Luke 24:24ff; 24:44ff).  The Book of the Twelve prepares us 

for the final word of the Son, who is heir of all things, and Creator of the world (Heb. 

1:2). 

 

In the first part of this sermon series, we defined a prophet as: 

 

Simply put (1): A prophet is one who is called and who proclaims the Word of God by 

the empowerment of the Spirit to the priests, the kings and the people.  A prophet 

speaks a message from God about God. 

 

The Prophetic Mouth- Or the Prophet’s Authority (2) 

The Bible teaches us that a prophet is one who is called and appointed to be a regular 

speaker or “mouth” for a divine superior, whose speech carries the authority of that 

divine superior.  We see this in Exodus and the Book of Jeremiah: 
 
ESV 

Exodus 4:16 [Aaron] shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you 

shall be as God to him. 

 
ESV 

Exodus 7:1 And the LORD said to Moses, "See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and 

your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 

 

As Aaron would literally serve as Moses’ mouth, so the prophets would serve as God’s 

mouth.  God does not explain to Moses what a prophet was because he knew from his 

own call and ministry, but in this particular relationship between he and Aaron, Moses 

would be the “God” with authority (because he represented YHWH) and Aaron would be 

his prophet or mouthpiece. 
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ESV 
Jeremiah 1:5-9: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 

consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 
6
 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! 

Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth." 
7
 But the LORD said to me, "Do not 

say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command 

you, you shall speak. 
8
 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the 

LORD." 
9
 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, 

"Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 

 

God puts his words literally in the mouth of Jeremiah and the words become divinely 

powerful and authoritative because of God’s work in Jeremiah and His call.  Aaron’s 

words and Jeremiah’s words by virtue of their calling and commission speak God’s very 

words.  The prophets’ mouths reveal God. 

 

Vos wrote: “[The implications of the prophets being the very mouthpiece of YHWH] 

marks the religion of the Old Testament as a religion of conscious intercourse (or 

dialogue) between Jehovah and Israel, a religion of revelation, of authority, a religion in 

which God dominates, and in which man is put into the listening, submissive attitude” 

(pg. 211-12). 

 

The Prophet’s Message is Retrospective and Prospective (3) 

The prophet spoke looking back (retrospective) at God’s revelation to and through Moses 

and reminded the people of this Word of God to His people.  The prophet also spoke 

looking forward to the Day of the LORD (prospective) when God would reveal his 

salvation and judgment.  We can see this retrospective and prospective perspective in 

Malachi 4:4-6: 

 
ESV 

Malachi 4:4-6: "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I 

commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5
 "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 

great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 
6
 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their 

children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 

utter destruction." 

 

The LORD revealed to Moses that a prophet would be raised up that would be “like 

Moses” and yet greater and so all prophetic revelation was to be judged by what had been 

revealed to Moses: 
 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22: "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers- it is to him you shall listen- 
16

 just as you desired of the LORD 

your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, 'Let me not hear again the voice of 

the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.' 
17

 And the LORD said to me, 'They 

are right in what they have spoken. 
18

 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their 

brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 

him. 
19

 And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will 

require it of him. 
20

 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not 

commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.' 
21

 And if you say in your heart, 'How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?'- 
22

 

when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, 

that is a word that the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You 

need not be afraid of him. 
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The Prophetic Call and Commission 

A prophet was a messenger of YHWH who was called, commissioned and sent to preach 

and proclaimed God’s salvation and judgment.  Isaiah’s experience of God’s Kingly, 

Exalted Glory in his call and commission is a classical text that inspires and motivates his 

entire ministry; this vision of Isaiah is similar to other prophetic calls and commissions in 

the Scriptures: 
 

Isaiah 6:1-13: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
2
 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six 

wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3
 

And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is 

full of his glory!" 
4
 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, 

and the house was filled with smoke. 
5
 And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, 

the LORD of hosts!" 
6
 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal 

that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 
7
 And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this 

has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for. 
8
 And I heard the voice of 

the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send 

me." 
9
 And he said, "Go, and say to this people: "' Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep 

on seeing, but do not perceive.' 
10

 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and 

blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their 

hearts, and turn and be healed." 
11

 Then I said, "How long, O Lord?" And he said: "Until cities lie 

waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 
12

 and the 

LORD removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 
13

 

And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump 

remains when it is felled." The holy seed is its stump. 

 

Professor O. Palmer Robertson in his excellent book The Christ of the Prophets writes 

that there are similarities between or patterns in God’s call and commissioning of the 

prophets: 

 

1) The prophet is called by God to speak in a historical context a specific message 

because of God’s sovereign election and call of the prophet. 

2) The prophet was given a vision of God. 

3) The prophet is commissioned by God. 

4) The prophet responds to God of his inadequacy. 

5) The people respond in repentance or rejection. 

 

Michael J. Williams in his book The Prophet and His Message (pg. 55) gives a helpful 

pattern for the call and commissioning of the prophet (4): 

 

1) Divine confrontation 

2) Introductory Word 

3) Commission 

4) Objection from the prophet 

5) Reassurance from God 

6) Some sign from God confirming his intent 
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Using Moses as the prototype or archetype of all other prophets, let us consider Exodus 3 

and the call and commission of Moses: 

 

1) Divine confrontation: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:1-3: Now Moses was keeping the flock of 

his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side 

of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2
 And the angel of the 

LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, 

and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 
3
 And Moses said, "I 

will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned." 

 

2) Introductory Word: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:4-9: When the LORD saw that he turned 

aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, 

"Here I am." 
5
 Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, 

for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 
6
 And he said, "I am the 

God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
7
 Then the LORD said, 

"I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard 

their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 
8
 and I have come 

down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 

that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the 

place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Periz-zites, the Hivites, and 

the Jebusites. 
9
 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, 

and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 

 

3) Commission: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 

bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 

 

4) Objection from the prophet: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:11 But Moses said to God, "Who am 

I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" 

 

5) Reassurance from God: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:12a He said, "But I will be with you, and 

this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the 

people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 

 

6) Some sign confirming God’s intent: 
ESV 

Exodus 3:12b He said, "But I will be 

with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 

 

A Prophet’s Character (5) 

What was the character and primary concern of a prophet? While the prophet was 

faithful to the consistent revelation of God rooted in the prophetic teaching of Moses (that 

is, he was “traditional” in that sense), he was also a social non-conformist; he was often a 

radical “stranger in a strange land”.  Notice how Jeremiah describes the prophet’s 

character as consistent with the past revelation of God’s truth in His Word:   
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ESV 
Jeremiah 6:16-19: Thus says the LORD: "Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the 

ancient paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, 

'We will not walk in it.' 
17

 I set watchmen over you, saying, 'Pay attention to the sound of the 

trumpet!' But they said, 'We will not pay attention.' 
18

 Therefore hear, O nations, and know, O 

congregation, what will happen to them. 
19

 Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing disaster upon 

this people, the fruit of their devices, because they have not paid attention to my words; and as 

for my law, they have rejected it. 

 

The prophet was concerned at every point in redemptive-history no matter how many 

social practices had been accepted by the people to consider these practices under the 

light of God’s Word.  They were call the people to be a counterculture against the 

religions, thinking, and ways of the world (as Moses had taught the people of God earlier 

in redemptive-history, Exodus 19:5-6).  

 

The prophets were to call every generation back to a walking in the righteous paths 

revealed by YHWH; failure to repent and turn back would be disaster and judgment upon 

the people.  For this honest truth-telling or proclamation, prophets were resented, 

mocked, despised, ridiculed and killed.   

 

For instance, the prophets Jeremiah, Micaiah, and Hanani were imprisoned (Jer. 37; 38; 1 

Kings 22; 2 Chron. 16); Elijah the Prophet was forced to flee (1 Kings 19); and Zechariah 

was slain (2 Chron. 24:20-22).  We hear more of this from the perspective of the New 

Testament (Williams, pg. 64): 
 
ESV 

Matthew 23:33-37: You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being 

sentenced to hell? 
34

 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you 

will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 

town, 
35

 so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 

innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 

sanctuary and the altar. 
36

 Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
37

 

"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 

and you would not! 

 

Hebrews 11:35-40: Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again 

to a better life. 
36

 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37

 

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in 

skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated- 
38

 of whom the world was not worthy- 

wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
39

 And all these, 

though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 
40

 since God had 

provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 
ESV 

Acts 7:51-52: "You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist 

the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 
52

 Which of the prophets did not your fathers 

persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, 

whom you have now betrayed and murdered… 

 

Why did God send the prophets? (6) 
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To reveal himself to the people, to remind the people of his covenant promises, to cause 

the hearts to the people to repent and turn to him (bWv vb. turn back, return/ “shub”) 

by faith.  The pattern of preaching or proclamation in all of the prophets is the 

announcements of judgment (woes) followed by announcements of salvation (blessings) 

for those who repent and believe God’s promises and live obediently in light of them in 

reliance upon his grace. 

 

The prophet was sent to call the people back to the teaching of Moses as well as to reveal 

or foretell of future events; no matter how much persecution, even if threatened by death, 

the future of God’s history would always vindicate the faithful prophet of God’s Word: 
 
ESV 

Ezekiel 33:33 When this comes- and come it will!- then they will know that a prophet has 

been among them." (cf. Deut. 18:20-22). 

 

Because God is the Creator and Lord of history, God alone makes known his future 

ordained events through the prophets.  Only God alone has sovereignly ordained future 

events and controls every aspect of history as it unfolds in this world: 

 
ESV 

Isaiah 44:6-7: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

"I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
7
 Who is like me? Let him proclaim 

it. Let him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare 

what is to come, and what will happen. 

 

Israel was called to corporately be a light before the world, a light to the Gentiles 

(Abraham was called the “Father of all nations”- Gen. 17:4ff).  God spoke his word to the 

prophet to reveals his Word to Israel who would then in word and deed make known this 

truth to the nations.  But Israel failed to listen and heed the word of YHWH, and took the 

light and hid it under a bed (cf. Matt. 5:14ff). 

 

Israel as the light of the world corporately (like the Church today) was to “preach” a 

message in their words and deeds; they were to live to glorify God: 

 
ESV 

Psalm 96:2-3: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 
3
 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 

Glorifying God was the purpose from the beginning of Israel’s corporate existence after 

the Exodus from Egypt: 

 
ESV 

Exodus 9:13-16: Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rise up early in the morning and present 

yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, "Let my 

people go, that they may serve me. 
14

 For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and 

on your servants and your people, so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 
15

 For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and 

you would have been cut off from the earth. 
16

 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show 

you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 

 
ESV 

Isaiah 42:6 "I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand 

and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations… 
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ESV 

Isaiah 49:6 he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes 

of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that 

my salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 

 

In many ways, like Jonah Israel had rejected her corporate prophetic function to make 

God’s salvation known to the Gentiles! 

 

In noting this corporate prophetic function of Israel, we should not that individual 

prophets also represented Israel in “pictures” or typologically in their own experiences 

(Jeremiah suffers imprisonment and Israel will be sent into imprisoning exile; Hosea 

suffers from prostitution that is like Israel’s own prostitution and disobedience to God). 

 
What is a “covenant lawsuit”? (7) The prophets acted as YHWH’s prosecuting 

attorneys to convict them of covenantal unfaithfulness.  The prophet was sent by God to 

act as prosecuting attorney against covenantal disobedience and unfaithfulness to the 

covenant Israel had made with YHWH. It is important to understand the background of 

this in the ancient Near East 

 

In the ancient Near East when a Great King would conquer a people, he would make 

known a historical prologue stating his right to rule over his vassal people or subjects.  

He would establish a covenant with them giving them instructions on how they are to live 

their lives.  In this ceremony of “cutting” or making a covenant, the Great King would 

state his stipulations that would govern their behavior and conduct, including rewards for 

obedience (or “blessings”) and consequences for disobedience (or “curses”). 

 

The Book of Deuteronomy, the final words and last sermons of Moses to God’s people 

are in this kind of Treaty-Covenant form.  How is the Book of Deuteronomy a covenant 

document? (8) 

 

In Deuteronomy chapters 1-4, the historical prologue is stated as YHWH tells the people 

of the grace that he has shown to them, and how he is their Redeemer, King-Lord.  In 

chapters 5-26, the covenant law or stipulations of God’s requirements of his people are 

made known.  In chapters 27-28 Moses declared the blessings of God to the people for 

obedience if the people kept the covenant faithfully, and the curses on the people that 

would result if they failed to keep the covenant. 

 

In chapters 29-30, Moses tells the people that they will break the covenant that they made 

with God and yet God in his Grace would restore them, teaching the people that it is only 

by grace that one is redeemed: 
 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:1-6: "And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, 

which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD 

your God has driven you, 
2
 and return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey 

his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 
3
 then the 

LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you, and he will gather you 

again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. 
4
 If your outcasts are in 
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the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he 

will take you. 
5
 And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, 

that you may possess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 
6
 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you 

will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

 
In Deuteronomy 30:19-20, Moses called heaven and earth to witness the covenant made between 

God and His people: 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20: I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 

before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring 

may live, 
20

 loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your 

life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." 

 

In Deuteronomy chapters 31-34, Moses gives instruction concerning the covenant made 

with God for Israel’s future and appoints a successor in Joshua who will serve as a 

mediator in the Promised Land. 

 

It is very important to understand The Twelve (as well as all of the prophets of the Old 

Covenant up to John the Baptist) in light of the writings of Moses and particularly the 

covenant made between YHWH and His people revealed in the covenant document 

Deuteronomy.  There are other similarities that I will point out (D.V.) between The 

Twelve and the Book of Deuteronomy. 

 

Common Themes in The Book of the Twelve (9) 

 

 God’s Covenant Promises to His People 

 Day of the LORD 

 God’s Justice and Wrath 

 God’s Salvation and Restoration of His People 

 God’s Mercy to Israel and the Nations 

 God’s Patience 

 Eschatological Hope 

 Idolatry of the People 

 Covenant Unfaithfulness of the People 

 

The Ultimate Perfect Eschatological Prophet Jesus Christ: 

 

1) Perfectly speaks for God: “You have heard that it was said…But I tell you…” 

(Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, 33-34, 38-39, 43-44). 

 
ESV 

John 8:26-28: I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he 

who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from 

him." 
27

 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about 

the Father. 
28

 So Jesus said to them, "When you have lifted up the Son of 
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Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own 

authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 

 

2) Jesus is the very embodiment of the truth of God: 

 
ESV 

John 1:1-2, 14: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 
2
 He was in the beginning with God.

ESV 
John 1:14 And 

the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 

of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

As God spoke to the prophet in the Old Covenant who spoke to Israel to teach her 

the truth of God’s Word and so that she would be a light to the nations, so Jesus 

was equal with God, sent by God to make known to Israel the truth revealed in 

himself in order to be a light to the nations, but more than this, Jesus is the 

embodiment of all Old Testament revelation, the True Prophet of God, the True 

and Faithful Israel of God, and is the hope of all the nations. 

 

 

Helps in Interpretation: “Typology for Prophetology” (10) 

 

TYPE  ANTITYPE 

 

PROPHET  JESUS 

 

ISRAEL  CHURCH 

 

NATIONS  UNBELIEVERS 
 
 
Bibliography for Further Reading 
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The Prophet and His Message- Michael J. Williams 

 

Interpreting the Prophetic Word- Willem A. Vangemeren 
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TTHHEE  BBOOOOKK  OOFF  TTHHEE  TTWWEELLVVEE  
TTHHEE  MMIINNOORR  PPRROOPPHHEETTSS::  

TTHHEE  PPRROOPPHHEECCYY  OOFF  HHOOSSEEAA  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 

Prophecy of Hosea 
 

Date: 8
th

 century B.C. /Historical Background to Hosea 
 

 

HOSEA- God’s Covenant Love – The Idolatry of God’s People 

 

JOEL- The Day of the LORD – Preparation and Repentance 

 

AMOS- Loving God and Neighbor 

 

OBADIAH- God’s Sovereign Purpose in History 

 

JONAH- God’s Mercy to the Nations 

 

MICAH- God’s Justice and Mercy  

 

NAHUM- God’s Patience and Wrath 

 

HABAKKUK- “The Just Shall Live by Faith” 

 

ZEPHANIAH- The Day of the LORD 

 

HAGGAI- Rebuilding the Temple of the LORD 

 

ZECHARIAH- Eschatological Hope 

 

MALACHI- God’s Covenantal Faithfulness 

 

The sermons or prophecies of Hosea have a three-part structure; this is often called a 

“covenant lawsuit”: 1) Accusations against Israel; 2) Judgment as a consequence of their 

sins; and 3) Eschatological Hope.  We see the first two parts of this covenantal lawsuit in 

Hosea 4:1-3 and 2:14-15: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 4:1-3: Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a 

controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, 

and no knowledge of God in the land; 
2
 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
3
 



 22 

Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of the 

field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:14-15: "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 
15

 And there I will give her her vineyards and make 

the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her 

youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 8:1 Set the trumpet to your lips!  One like a vulture is over the house of the 

LORD, because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law. 

 
Hosea brings a lawsuit against the people of Israel from the Word of God revealed earlier 

in their history of redemption.  He alludes in Hosea 4 to the Law and everyone assumed 

in his prophecies is the teaching of the Mosaic Covenant on blessings for obedience and 

curses for disobedience (Lev. 26; Deut. 27-28).  Hosea also brings a message of hope: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 11:8-11: How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O 

Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart 

recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. 
9
 I will not execute my 

burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a man, the Holy 

One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. 
10

 They shall go after the LORD; he will 

roar like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west; 
11

 they 

shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria, and 

I will return them to their homes, declares the LORD. 
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Review 

The Author of the Book of Hebrews wrote: 
ESV 

Hebrews 1:1-2: Long ago, at many times 

and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 
2 

but in these last days he 

has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 

he created the world. 

 

The study of the prophetic word to our fathers through The Twelve, ultimately prepares 

the Church to understand better the final Prophetic Word of the Son.  The message is the 

same for both the prophets and the Son, but the Son is the culmination and eschatological 

realization of all the words of the prophets; Christ is the Prophet, but he is also the 

message of the prophets (cf. Luke 24:24ff; 24:44ff).  The Book of the Twelve prepares us 

for the final word of the Son, who is heir of all things, and Creator of the world (Heb. 

1:2). 

 

In the first part of this sermon series, we defined a prophet as: 

 

Simply put (1): A prophet is one who is called and who proclaims the Word of God by 

the empowerment of the Spirit to the priests, the kings and the people.  A prophet 

speaks a message from God about God. 

 

What is a “covenant lawsuit”? (2) The prophets acted as YHWH’s prosecuting 

attorneys to convict them of covenantal unfaithfulness.  The prophet was sent by God to 

act as prosecuting attorney against covenantal disobedience and unfaithfulness to the 

covenant Israel had made with YHWH. It is important to understand the background of 

this in the ancient Near East. 

 

In the ancient Near East when a Great King would conquer a people, he would make 

known a historical prologue stating his right to rule over his vassal people or subjects.  

He would establish a covenant with them giving them instructions on how they are to live 

their lives.  In this ceremony of “cutting” or making a covenant, the Great King would 

state his stipulations that would govern their behavior and conduct, including rewards for 

obedience (or “blessings”) and consequences for disobedience (or “curses”). 

 

The Book of Deuteronomy, the final words and last sermons of Moses to God’s people 

are in this kind of Treaty-Covenant form.  How is the Book of Deuteronomy a covenant 

document? (3) 

 

In Deuteronomy chapters 1-4, the historical prologue is stated as YHWH tells the people 

of the grace that he has shown to them, and how he is their Redeemer, King-Lord.  In 

chapters 5-26, the covenant law or stipulations of God’s requirements of his people are 

made known.  In chapters 27-28 Moses declared the blessings of God to the people for 

obedience if the people kept the covenant faithfully, and the curses on the people that 

would result if they failed to keep the covenant. 
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In chapters 29-30, Moses tells the people that they will break the covenant that they made 

with God and yet God in his Grace would restore them, teaching the people that it is only 

by grace that one is redeemed: 
 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:1-6: "And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, 

which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD 

your God has driven you, 
2
 and return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey 

his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 
3
 then the 

LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you, and he will gather you 

again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. 
4
 If your outcasts are in 

the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he 

will take you. 
5
 And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, 

that you may possess it. And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 
6
 And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you 

will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

 
In Deuteronomy 30:19-20, Moses called heaven and earth to witness the covenant made between 

God and His people: 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20: I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 

before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring 

may live, 
20

 loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your 

life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." 

 

In Deuteronomy chapters 31-34, Moses gives instruction concerning the covenant made 

with God for Israel’s future and appoints a successor in Joshua who will serve as a 

mediator in the Promised Land. 

 

It is very important to understand The Twelve (as well as all of the prophets of the Old 

Covenant up to John the Baptist) in light of the writings of Moses and particularly the 

covenant made between YHWH and His people revealed in the covenant document 

Deuteronomy.  There are other similarities that I will point out (D.V.) between The 

Twelve and the Book of Deuteronomy. 

 

Redemptive-Historical Background: Covenant Lawsuit (3) 

 

Israel was called to the love the LORD their God with their whole being, and to worship 

and serve God alone! 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 6:5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your might. 

 
ESV 

Deuteronomy 10:12 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of 

you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul… 
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The Israelites were sovereignly redeemed by God not because of their loveliness, or their 

love for God, but because of his covenant love for them.   

 

Deuteronomy 7:6-13: "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 

your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 

peoples who are on the face of the earth. 
7
 It was not because you were more in number 

than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the 

fewest of all peoples, 
8
 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that 

he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and 

redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
9
 

Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 

and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 

generations, 
10

 and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will 

not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. 
11

 You shall therefore 

be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you 

today. 
12

 "And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your 

God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 
13

 He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. 

 
Date of Hosea’s Prophecy: Hosea preached from about 755 to 722 B.C. (4) shortly after 

the ministry of the Prophet Amos and overlapping with Micah and Isaiah in Judah.   

 

Historical Background of Hosea’s Prophecy (5) 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel had enjoyed a period of great economic success, 

prosperity and respectful political power under King Jeroboam II (ca. 786-746 B.C.).  In 

this time of prosperity there was great political corruption and religious decay (5-1). 

 

The great Empire of Assyria had been troubled with internal problems for some years and 

had made possible the peace and prosperity in Israel.  But with Assyria’s new king 

Tiglath-pileser III (745-727 B.C.) there was a new interest in the western expansion of 

the Assyrian Empire and this involved Israel and Samaria again (5-2).   

 

Menahem was forced to pay him a heavy tribute: 

 

2 Kings 15:19: Pul the king of Assyria came against the land, and Menahem gave Pul a 

thousand talents of silver, that he might help him to confirm his hold on the royal power. 

 

The northern monarchy was in the throes of a bloody dissolution: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 7:7 All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour their rulers. All their kings 

have fallen, and none of them calls upon me. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 8:4 They made kings, but not through me. They set up princes, but I knew it 

not. With their silver and gold they made idols for their own destruction. 
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With the political anarchy in Israel came a corruption of the people.  Great social chaos 

and moral decay contaminated society in Israel: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 4:2 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they 

break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 6:8 Gilead is a city of evildoers, tracked with blood. 
9
 As robbers lie in wait 

for a man, so the priests band together; they murder on the way to Shechem; they commit 

villainy. 
10

 In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing; Ephraim's whoredom is 

there; Israel is defiled. 

 

The ruling classes condoned this wicked behavior and social chaos in Israel: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 7:3-7: By their evil they make the king glad, and the princes by their treachery. 
4
 They are all adulterers; they are like a heated oven whose baker ceases to stir the fire, 

from the kneading of the dough until it is leavened. 
5
 On the day of our king, the princes 

became sick with the heat of wine; he stretched out his hand with mockers. 
6
 For with 

hearts like an oven they approach their intrigue; all night their anger smolders; in the 

morning it blazes like a flaming fire. 
7
 All of them are hot as an oven, and they devour 

their rulers. All their kings have fallen, and none of them calls upon me. 

 

In 733 B.C. the Assyrians overran and invaded Israelite territory, and deported large 

numbers of the population and divided the land into three provinces.  Things became so 

bad that Israel “went back to Egypt” by seeking politically an alliance with Egypt against 

Assyria and attempting to curry favor with Assyria and bargain with this great Empire in 

order to survive (5-3): 

 
ESV 

Hosea 7:11 Ephraim is like a dove, silly and without sense, calling to Egypt, going to 

Assyria. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 12:1 Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind all day long; they 

multiply falsehood and violence; they make a covenant with Assyria, and oil is carried to 

Egypt. 

 

In redemptive-history, there was always a temptation for Israel to return to Egypt in times 

of trouble and tribulation- -seeking shelter from this foreign oppressor rather than calling 

upon the Name of the LORD: 

 
ESV 

Exodus 13:17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the 

land of the Philistines, although that was near. For God said, "Lest the people change 

their minds when they see war and return to Egypt." 

 

The kings of Israel were NEVER to return to Egypt for strength and power: 
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ESV 
Deuteronomy 17:16 Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the 

people to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to 

you, 'You shall never return that way again.' 

 
The City of Samaria fell finally to the Assyrians in 722 B.C. and the Northern Kingdom 

came to an end (5-4).   

 

The majority of Israel’s population (the ten northern tribes) was deported and scattered 

throughout the Assyrian Empire.  Peoples from other parts under Assyria’s domination 

were brought into Israel’s former territories and thus this was the beginning of the “half-

breed” “half-Jewish people known as the “Samaritans”. 

 

 

Against this historical background, Hosea is called to preach and married Gomer a 

prostitute to illustrate Israel’s unfaithfulness and practice of prostitution against her God.   

 
ESV 

Hosea 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son 

of Joash, king of Israel. 

 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah (Judah) and Jeroboam II (Israel) ruled ca. 790-725 B.C.  

King Uzziah sinfully usurped the position of priest and received God’s displeasure: 

 
ESV 

2 Chronicles 26:16-21: But when he was strong, he grew proud, to his destruction. 

For he was unfaithful to the LORD his God and entered the temple of the LORD to burn 

incense on the altar of incense. 
17

 But Azariah the priest went in after him, with eighty 

priests of the LORD who were men of valor, 
18

 and they withstood King Uzziah and said 

to him, "It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests the 

sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Go out of the sanctuary, for you 

have done wrong, and it will bring you no honor from the LORD God." 
19

 Then Uzziah 

was angry. Now he had a censer in his hand to burn incense, and when he became angry 

with the priests, leprosy broke out on his forehead in the presence of the priests in the 

house of the LORD, by the altar of incense. 
20

 And Azariah the chief priest and all the 

priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous in his forehead! And they rushed him 

out quickly, and he himself hurried to go out, because the LORD had struck him. 
21

 And 

King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death, and being a leper lived in a separate 

house, for he was excluded from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over 

the king's household, governing the people of the land. 

 

Uzziah did not permanently remove high places (hm'B' n.f. high place -- high place, 

mountain; places of worship.) that were in the land and this continued to draw idolatrous 

worshippers: 

 
ESV 

2 Kings 15:4 Nevertheless, the high places were not taken away. The people still 

sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. 
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During the reign of Jotham (son of Uzziah), the high places were still not removed from 

the midst of God’s people and so the people gave themselves to gross idolatry: 

 
ESV 

2 Kings 15:35 Nevertheless, the high places were not removed. The people still 

sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. He built the upper gate of the house of 

the LORD. 

 
ESV 

2 Chronicles 27:2 And he [Jotham] did what was right in the eyes of the LORD 

according to all that his father Uzziah had done, except he did not enter the temple of the 

LORD. But the people still followed corrupt practices. 

 

During Ahaz’s rule, the king encouraged the people to idolatry: 

 
ESV 

2 Chronicles 28:2-4: but he [Ahaz] walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. He 

even made metal images for the Baals, 
3
 and he made offerings in the Valley of the Son 

of Hinnom and burned his sons as an offering, according to the abominations of the 

nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 
4
 And he sacrificed and 

made offerings on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 

 

And the reign of Jeroboam II was deplorably described: 

 
ESV 

2 Kings 14:24 And he [Jeroboam II] did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He 

did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to 

sin. 

 

Eventually, the powerful nation of Assyria invaded Israel and laid siege to Samaria the 

capital city for three years until Israel fell under this great power.  Hosea the Prophet 

lived and labored for YHWH during this time, seeing the defeat and end of the once great 

Northern Kingdom of Israel.   

 

Hosea prophesied of the people’s covenantal unfaithfulness to YHWH despite the love 

and favor that God had shown to them.   

 

Israel had become idolaters over time because of their syncretism (7).  Israel’s greatest 

sin was syncretism leading to idolatry, and a turning away from the true and living God.  

Syncretism in Israel was practiced as YHWH and Baal were both worshipped together by 

the people.  In fact, many though that YHWH and Baal were just two names for the same 

God: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:16 "And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me 'My Husband,' and 

no longer will you call me 'My Baal.' 

 

There were two golden calves set up in the Israelite temples at Dan and Bethel and there 

calves represented YHWH and Baal, but the bull was pictured in the ancient Near East as 

a bull (see 2 Kings 11-12): 
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ESV 
Hosea 8:5-6: I have spurned your calf, O Samaria. My anger burns against them. 

How long will they be incapable of innocence? 
6
 For it is from Israel; a craftsman made 

it; it is not God. The calf of Samaria shall be broken to pieces. 

 

Israel failed to live up to the covenant responsibilities that covenant privileges implied.  

Remember: “Covenant privileges imply covenant responsibilities.” (8)  The people of 

God did not worship and serve God alone as they were called to do as his people, but 

rather they took part in pagan festivals along with the worship of the True and Living 

God; they worshipped God in the way that they wanted to worship God: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:13 And I will punish her for the feast days of the Baals when she burned 

offerings to them and adorned herself with her ring and jewelry, and went after her 

lovers and forgot me, declares the LORD. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 4:10-14: They shall eat, but not be satisfied; they shall play the whore, but not 

multiply, because they have forsaken the LORD to cherish 
11

 whoredom, wine, and new 

wine, which take away the understanding. 
12

 My people inquire of a piece of wood, and 

their walking staff gives them oracles. For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, 

and they have left their God to play the whore. 
13

 They sacrifice on the tops of the 

mountains and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar, and terebinth, because their 

shade is good. Therefore your daughters play the whore, and your brides commit 

adultery. 
14

 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore, nor your brides 

when they commit adultery; for the men themselves go aside with prostitutes and 

sacrifice with cult prostitutes, and a people without understanding shall come to ruin. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 11:2 The more they were called, the more they went away; they kept 

sacrificing to the Baals and burning offerings to idols. 

 
Hosea proclaimed that God’s people were unfaithful adulterers engaged in idolatrous 

fornication with other gods who were no gods at all!  Israel’s breaking the first 

commandment caused them to break all other commandments (8).   

 

Israel’s relationship with God led to insincerity, lying, stealing, adultery and all kinds of 

sins against their brothers and other nations.  It is true that breaking the first 

commandment causes us to break all of the others! 

 

Hosea prophesied to both the kings and peoples of the northern and southern kingdoms.  

His strongest words were for the continued unfaithfulness of the northern kingdom.  

Hosea’s father was named Beeri (Hos. 1:1), but we do not know much of this man (or 

Hosea the man for that matter).  The name Hosea ([;veAh n.pr.m. (salvation) means 

“salvation” (i.e. help, deliverance, redemption) and preached salvation for about 30 years 

in his prophetic office. 

 

The sermons or prophecies of Hosea have a three-part structure; this is often called a 

“covenant lawsuit”: 1) Accusations against Israel; 2) Judgment as a consequence of their 
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sins; and 3) Eschatological Hope.  We see the first two parts of this covenantal lawsuit in 

Hosea 4:1-3 and 2:14-15: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 4:1-3: Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a 

controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, 

and no knowledge of God in the land; 
2
 there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and 

committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
3
 

Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of the 

field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:14-15: "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the 

wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. 
15

 And there I will give her her vineyards and make 

the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her 

youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 8:1 Set the trumpet to your lips!  One like a vulture is over the house of the 

LORD, because they have transgressed my covenant and rebelled against my law. 

 
Hosea brings a lawsuit against the people of Israel from the Word of God revealed earlier 

in their history of redemption.  He alludes in Hosea 4 to the Law and everyone assumed 

in his prophecies is the teaching of the Mosaic Covenant on blessings for obedience and 

curses for disobedience (Lev. 26; Deut. 27-28).  Hosea also brings a message of hope: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 11:8-11: How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O 

Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart 

recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and tender. 
9
 I will not execute my 

burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God and not a man, the Holy 

One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath. 
10

 They shall go after the LORD; he will 

roar like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west; 
11

 they 

shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria, and 

I will return them to their homes, declares the LORD. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 14:1-7: Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for you have stumbled 

because of your iniquity. 
2
 Take with you words and return to the LORD; say to him, 

"Take away all iniquity; accept what is good, and we will pay with bulls the vows of our 

lips. 
3
 Assyria shall not save us; we will not ride on horses; and we will say no more, 'Our 

God,' to the work of our hands. In you the orphan finds mercy." 
4
 I will heal their 

apostasy; I will love them freely, for my anger has turned from them. 
5
 I will be like the 

dew to Israel; he shall blossom like the lily; he shall take root like the trees of Lebanon; 
6
 

his shoots shall spread out; his beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like 

Lebanon. 
7
 They shall return and dwell beneath my shadow; they shall flourish like the 

grain; they shall blossom like the vine; their fame shall be like the wine of Lebanon. 
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Message of Hosea 
 

Main Message of Hosea’s Prophetic Ministry: Although God had chosen the people and 

made a formal covenant with them, the Israelites had always struggled with 

unfaithfulness and idolatry.  The entire Old Testament is a testimony witness to God’s 

covenant faithfulness, and Israel’s constant unfaithfulness as God’s people.  Israel failed 

the terms of the bilateral Mosaic covenant to “do this and live” (Exodus 24:1-8) and so 

were to be focused on the unilateral covenant God had made with Abraham that was to be 

received by faith.   

 

The Mosaic covenant was simply to reveal the people’s sinful inability to accomplish 

their own righteousness or salvation, and thus find their hope in God’s promises of grace 

alone (cf. Gal. 3:19ff; How long did it take after ratifying the Mosaic Covenant before the 

people bowed their knee to the golden calf?). 

 
ESV 

Hosea 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of 

Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son 

of Joash, king of Israel.  

 
2
 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, "Go, take to 

yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land commits great 

whoredom by forsaking the LORD." 

 

The people of Israel had forsaken God who had shown his covenantal love toward them 

and committed spiritual fornication against God.  In light of this, Hosea was to perform a 

gospel parable with his very own life by taking to himself a wife of adultery (or a 

whore/harlot) to show the people the heart and character of their covenant God, that they 

might be full of godly sorrow and repent.  God’s love is sovereign and beyond our 

comprehension, yet God stoops to accommodate his people by showing his love through 

us in the Prophet Hosea.  Hosea’s ministry is to reveal what God’s love is like; Hosea’s 

life is a living illustration of God’s love. 

 

In gospel parables like the life of Hosea, his life or experience is an important part of his 

message.  God loves his people is the simple message of Hosea’s experience.  Hosea is a 

glimpse at the incarnation as the love of God is manifested through one who experiences 

love for someone else, but through great pain. 

 

The Israel of Hosea’s time was much different from the time of Sinai in which God had 

rescued his covenant people and given his law to them and made a covenant with them 

(Exodus 19-24).  By Hosea’s time the 10 tribes of Israel had grown wicked and unfaithful 

to God’s Law and covenant, worshipping and serving foreign gods.  Like Hosea, God had 

a wife of adultery and unfaithfulness. 

 

God loved a whore.  God loved someone (Israel) who did not love him back (like 

Gomer).  Israel’s sin is like the act of prostitution.  Like prostitution, sin is rejecting one’s 
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covenant partner because of a lack of personal knowledge and intimacy of that person; 

Israel is prostituting herself against God her covenant partner (Husband) because she 

does not know God personally and intimately as she should.   

 

There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land- Hosea 

4:1b 

 

Covenant requires exclusivity and Israel is loving and serving God and idols.   

 

Yet God’s covenant love is so strong and powerful that he still loves despite the fact that 

he is betrayed with unfaithfulness.  God loves and forgives even though she continues to 

betray him: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 3:1-3: And the LORD said to me, "Go again, love a woman who is loved by 

another man and is an adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though 

they turn to other gods and love cakes of raisins." 
2
 So I bought her for fifteen shekels of 

silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. 
3
 And I said to her, "You must dwell as mine 

for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another man; so will I also be 

to you." 

 

Israel worships YHWH externally with her lips but her heart is far from him.  Their 

worship has become merely external going through the motions, while internally they are 

not faithful and have no knowledge of the True and Living God. 

 
ESV 

Hosea 6:6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather 

than burnt offerings. 

 

 
3
 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him 

a son.  

 

Hosea obediently married Gomer a harlot and she had a son.  Hosea was the father of the 

son of a harlot.  Think of Hosea’s experience.  Hosea was able to understand the pain that 

God felt when his people rejected him.  God called Hosea to experience pain of loving 

someone and being rejected so that he could preach to the people this same message from 

his broken heart of experience.  Hosea was able to communicate God’s grace and mercy 

to a people who were loved by God but who did not deserve it. 

 
4
 And the LORD said to him, "Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little while I will punish 

the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end to the kingdom of the 

house of Israel.  

 

Hosea was to name him Jezreel because God was to put an end to the Kingdom of Israel 

because of the sins of their leaders.  Jezreel was the fruitful plain on the north side of the 

Kishon (Josh. 17:16).  At the city of Jezreel King Ahab had murdered Naboth and as 

representative of Israel had become guilty of judgment and extermination: 
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ESV 
1 Kings 21:19 And you shall say to him, 'Thus says the LORD, "Have you killed and 

also taken possession?"'And you shall say to him, 'Thus says the LORD: "In the place 

where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood."'" 

 
ESV 

1 Kings 21:22 And I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have 

provoked me, and because you have made Israel to sin. 

 

The Valley of Jezreel was where King Jehu had shed the blood of innocent lives in order 

to solidify his own political power (2 Kings 9-10): 

 
ESV 

2 Kings 9:25-26: Jehu said to Bidkar his aide, "Take him up and throw him on the 

plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. For remember, when you and I rode 

side by side behind Ahab his father, how the LORD made this pronouncement against 

him: 
26

 'As surely as I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons- 

declares the LORD- I will repay you on this plot of ground.' Now therefore take him up 

and throw him on the plot of ground, in accordance with the word of the LORD." 

 
Hosea’s son Jezreel was to be a reminder of the leaders of Israel and how they had caused 

the people to sin against God and that their destruction was nigh. 

 

God said: 
5
 And on that day I will break the bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel."  

 

Thirty-five years later, the army of Israel was defeated and taken in to exile by Assyria. 

 
6
 She conceived again and bore a daughter. And the LORD said to him, "Call her name 

No Mercy, for I will no more have mercy on the house of Israel, to forgive them at all.  

 

Hosea’s daughter was “No Mercy” or “Lo-Ruhamah” (hm'x'rU al{) because God 

would no longer show mercy but punish with his wrath.  Hosea has a daughter by the 

harlot Gomer and he called her “No Mercy’ because God was to have mercy no longer on 

Israel: judgment has come!   

 
7
 But I will have mercy on the house of Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their 

God. I will not save them by bow or by sword or by war or by horses or by horsemen."  

God does desire to show mercy to Judah perhaps to make Israel jealous and repent of 

their sins; to desire the mercy and compassion that he continues to show to Judah. 

 
8
 When she had weaned No Mercy, she conceived and bore a son. 

9
 And the LORD said, 

"Call his name Not My People, for you are not my people, and I am not your God."  

 

Hosea then has another son and he is to name him “Not My People” (yMi[; al{) 

because the LORD is forsaking those who have failed to keep his covenant.  God will no 

longer say: “I will be your God and you will be my people” (cf. Lev. 26:12; Deut. 27:9) 
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because the covenant has been broken, the people have committed spiritual adultery.  In 

the midst of God’s impending judgment however, there is salvation to be found in the 

LORD!   

 
10

 Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which cannot 

be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, "You are not my 

people," it shall be said to them, "Children of the living God." 
11

 And the children of 

Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall appoint for 

themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be the day of 

Jezreel. 

 

God will bring hope and many children of Israel will be like the sand of the sea which is 

the realization of the covenant promises of God to Father Abraham (and the patriarchs, 

Gen. 22:17; 32:12).  These people whom God calls will be called his children (Gal. 3:26-

29) and Israel will be united under one head.  God’s salvation of his people, their hope 

will be in God’s promises, grace and power alone.  God alone can make this come to 

pass. 

 

In God’s punishment and discipline of his people, there is still a promised hope to come.  

The people of God will see the devastating hand of the Lord in judgment, but will also 

rejoice in the day of salvation! 

 

Hosea experienced the rejection and sense of pain that God feels when his people reject 

him and act like adulterers. 

 

Calvin called us “idol factories” and we still struggle with idolatry in many different 

shapes and forms.  Idols not only cause us to reject God in that we love something or 

someone more than him, but it causes us to lose interest in serving our neighbors. 

 

When we sin against God, we reject him in a sense.  When we sin, we act like prostitute-

harlots rather than those who have truly been loved covenantally by God in Christ as his 

very own and dear children!  Sin is an affront to a holy God who is our husband.  Sin is 

forsaking our loyalty to God! 

 

Is our love for God out of gratitude for what he has done for us in Christ, and is this love 

expressed in our faithful devotion and worship of God alone?  Do you say you love God, 

or do you truly love him and keep his commandments? Jesus said that our love would be 

demonstrated by our obedience: “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15; 

cf. 13:34-35).  

 

God is faithful to his people.  The Book of Hosea reveals the depths of God’s love for his 

covenant people.  We are Gomer; we have been loved immensely, above and beyond our 

wildest imaginations- -yet we “cheat on God with other lovers”.  Despite calling God’s 

people to repentance and preparing them for judgment because of their sins, there is great 

hope that is found in Hosea’s prophecy. 
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God will allure his people: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:14 "Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, 

and speak tenderly to her. 

 

God will restore his people to the covenant relationship with his as Husband: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 2:19, 23: And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in 

righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 
20

 I will betroth you to me in 

faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD….
23

 and I will sow her for myself in the 

land. And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 'You are my 

people'; and he shall say, 'You are my God.'" 

 

God will grant to them a Messianic- Davidic King to rule over his people in 

righteousness: 

 
ESV 

Hosea 3:5 Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their God, 

and David their king, and they shall come in fear to the LORD and to his goodness in the 

latter days. 

 

Those who are not his people will be called sons of the Living God! 

 
ESV 

Hosea 1:10-11: Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be like the sand of the 

sea, which cannot be measured or numbered. And in the place where it was said to them, 

"You are not my people," it shall be said to them, "Children of the living God." 
11

 And 

the children of Judah and the children of Israel shall be gathered together, and they shall 

appoint for themselves one head. And they shall go up from the land, for great shall be 

the day of Jezreel. 

 

God’s grace is always greater than the sins of his people! God’s faithfulness is always 

greater than our unfaithfulness! 

 
ESV 

Romans 9:21-27: Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump 

one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use? 
22

 What if God, desiring to 

show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of 

wrath prepared for destruction, 
23

 in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory- 
24

 even us whom he has 

called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 
25

 As indeed he says in Hosea, 

"Those who were not my people I will call 'my people,' and her who was not beloved I 

will call 'beloved.'" 
26

 "And in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my 

people,' there they will be called 'sons of the living God.'" 
27

 And Isaiah cries out 

concerning Israel: "Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, 

only a remnant of them will be saved… 

 

1 Peter 2:9-12: But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
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darkness into his marvelous light. 
10

 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
11

 Beloved, 

I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 

wage war against your soul. 
12

 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that 

when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 

on the day of visitation. 
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