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Israel had returned to the land from exile in the Babylonian captivity.   
 

�O come, o come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel�� 
 
The Prophet Haggai had been prophetically sent by God to tell the people to rebuild the 
temple and prepare for the coming of the LORD.  The people obeyed but they wept when 
they saw the second temple and how inglorious it was compared to the first one built by 
King Solomon; this is the temple that had been razed to the ground some 70 years ago by 
the Babylonians. 
 
ESV Ezra 5:1-2: Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the 
Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 
Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to 
rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with them, 
supporting them. 
 
The Israelites come back to the land of covenant promise under Persian domination and 
rule rather than living under a Davidic King.  The Persian King Darius I had decreed that 
exiles from Israel could return to the land of Israel. 
 
As the prophets had declared to Israel, the Mosaic covenant had been broken, but God 
would keep his promises to Abraham and he would make a new covenant with the people 
(Jeremiah 31:31-34).  At the present time, as Israel continued to suffer under foreign 
domination for their covenantal sins against God it did not seem that God would keep his 
promises to Abraham and that he would ever make a new and permanent covenant with 
his people. 
 
At the present time all was bleak and looked hopeless.  Israel had expected that upon 
immediate release from exile and return to the land that there would be a glorious and 
triumphant time for Israel, like during the time of David�s reign as king (Isaiah 40-55; 
Jer. 30-31; Ezek. 34:23-31).   
 
This expected glorious time had not come.  The questions that were asked were: When 
would God fulfill his promises to Abraham and �his seed�? When would the New 
Covenant be inaugurated? Was there still a remnant of believers who were considered 
God�s people even though national Israel had been declared �Lo Ammi� or �Not my 
people� by God (Hos. 11:1ff). 
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Into this bleak and dark situation of return from exile and foreign oppression the light of 
God�s revelation shone through a prophet named Zechariah.  Although the second temple 
would not be as glorious as the first one, God would still build His Holy Temple where 
His people could access Him and worship Him in spirit and truth.   
 
By His grace, God would eventually build His Holy Temple and it would be glorious and 
eternal- -this is the message of Zechariah. 
 
Zechariah had seven night visions to communicate God�s Word to the people.  The night 
vision we will consider in this morning�s sermon is vision 4. 
 
Vision 4 
 
Setting: The Council and Throne room of God.  This is a judgment scene where the 
Angel of the LORD is acting as defense attorney or advocate before God�s holy tribunal, 
and Satan the Accuser is acting as the prosecuting attorney. 
 
Characters: 
 
Joshua the High Priest (the accused or defendant before God; cf. Haggai 2:2) 
 
Satan (the accuser) 
 
The Angel of YHWH (the advocate before God) 
 
The Angel of YHWH (the LORD) is both Judge and Advocate; he has the power and 
authority to judge and to condemn, as well as to represent as Mediator before God.  If 
you notice he is identified with YHWH in this passage as well as distinguished from him 
(�The Word was with God and was God�� - John 1:1-2).  The Angel of YHWH (or 
more precisely the Messenger of YHWH) should be understood as a pre-incarnate 
manifestation of the Christ- -the very Second Person of the Holy Trinity. 
 
Joshua the High Priest is a representative of the people.  As there is revealed here a 
Heavenly Mediator-Intercessor before the Father in the Angel of YHWH, he also has his 
earthly typological counterpart.  Type and Anti-type, the earthly copy and shadow, and 
the heavenly reality meet face to face in this vision reflective upon God�s purposes in 
redemptive-history. 
 
Joshua is the High Priest and serves God in the Temple made with hands, but here in this 
4th night vision of Zechariah he is presented in heaven before the reality of what he 
typifies on earth.  On earth, the High Priest represents God�s people as he offers 
sacrifices on their behalf, prayers to the Father, and acceptable worship on behalf of the 
people. 
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You may recall from Exodus 28:9-12 (and 28:21-29) that the High Priest particularly 
represented the covenant people before God because his vestment�s were designed with a 
double set of the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; they were engraved on the precious 
stones located on the shoulder straps of the ephod and again in the gems in the 
breastpiece: 
 
ESV Exodus 28:9-12, 29: You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the 
sons of Israel, 10 six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the 
other stone, in the order of their birth. 11 As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave 
the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in settings of gold 
filigree. 12 And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of 
remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his 
two shoulders for remembrance�. 
 
�.So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his 
heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular remembrance before the 
LORD. 
 
Here in Zechariah�s vision, heaven and earth are literally intersecting in redemptive-
history as Joshua the covenantal earthly mediator has been brought into the very Holy of 
Holies, the place where God rules over heaven and earth in all power, glory and holiness.  
 
As Joshua represented Israel on earth as High Priest, so he now represents Israel, and 
more specifically the remnant of Israel, before God in heaven. 
 
As we have seen revealed in the Paradise-Garden of Eden, and later in the Book of Job, 
Satan the Adversary and Accuser (literally the meaning of �Satan�) is coming as Accuser 
of God�s people before God the Father.  Satan the Accuser is seeking to destroy the 
relationship that God has with his people through a Mediator-Intercessor-High Priest.   
 
As Satan has accused Job before in redemptive-history, so he accuses Joshua the High 
Priest of being unrighteous and unworthy to serve as Mediator before God.  What can we 
gather from the history of Israel that would inform most probably what Satan�s specific 
accusation was?  I think that Satan the Accuser would have pointed to Israel�s covenant-
breaking, and how God had sent them into exile revealing their guilt.   
 
Satan probably would have questioned God�s judgment upon sin and implied that God 
was unjust to let sin continue and not to pour out his fiery vengeance and wrath upon the 
people permanently.   
 
Satan particularly accuses Joshua of being defiled and filthy in God�s presence and would 
probably question God�s claim to holiness when he allows such filthy sinners to worship 
and praise him (and to allow them to come near through a mediator; �Eating and drinking 
with sinners?� might have been his accusative question before God).   
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Essentially the devil�s main accusation here would have been that Joshua as High Priest 
defiles the Holy Heavenly Temple of the LORD; Joshua�s sins as representative of the 
people are imputed to the people according to Leviticus; Moses wrote: 
 
ESV Leviticus 4:3 if it is the anointed priest who sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he 
shall offer for the sin that he has committed a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD 
for a sin offering. 
 
We do not want to miss the diabolical satanic attack that the accuser is attempting!  Satan 
the accuser wants nothing more than to prove to God in this holy courtroom setting that 
no one is righteous before God, and that even the holiest of men who serve as mediator in 
God�s temple as priests, are unfit for service.   
 
Satan the accuser is attacking the very idea of a mediator who makes access to God- -
he wants humanity in bondage and slavery to his rule and reign, closing all doors to 

potential and possible redemptions through mediators who can access God and receive 
forgiveness and Sonship. 

 
In spite of Joshua�s sins, God rebukes Satan the Accuser and tells him this is his chosen 
vessel: �The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke 
you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire� (v. 2). 
 
The Rebuke of Satan: God speaks a curse-rebuke over the Serpent-Dragon as he did in 
the Garden of Eden (3:14); God employs His powerful Word to undermine his 
accusations and to weaken mankind�s serpent-foe.  
 
The Sword of the Spirit wounds the Serpent foreshadowing a day when the Word of God 
accomplished will completely crush his head.  Here God Himself rebukes the Accuser 
and shows that his electing grace and mercy has been extended to Joshua in that he is one 
whom the Lord loves who he has plucked like a brand from the fiery consuming wrath of 
God.  As Amos the Prophet used similar language to describe God�s wrathful judgment: 
 
ESV Amos 4:11 "I overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
you were as a bran  plucked out of the burning; yet you did not return to me," declares the 
LORD. 
 
Here in this rebuke is a manifestation of God binding the strong man who holds mankind 
and more particularly his remnant people enslaved until he breaks the bonds and shackles 
through His Word and Spirit, and calls His own to serve Him as His precious children.   
 
The Response of God�s Grace and Mercy: Joshua the High Priest as well as the faithful 
and believing Israel he represents will not receive God�s judgment and wrath because 
God has extended them mercy and grace and provided for them typological 
substitutionary sacrifices that point forward to a greater and final sacrificial Lamb.  In 
other words, God in his grace has preserved a remnant out of Israel who will not suffer 
his wrath and judgment against their sins. 
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Why is God not going to condemn Joshua and the remnant he represents? Because of 
God�s electing mercies; He �chose� Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the typological holy city 
where the priesthood served God; Jerusalem was the typological holy city because God 
dwelled in her in a special way in the temple. 
 
As Keil and Delitzsch wrote: �The miracle, which is to be seen in Joshua and his priests, 
consists rather in the fact that the priesthood of Israel is laden with guilt, but by the grace 
of God it has been absolved, and accepted by God again, as the deliverance from exile 
shows, and Joshua and his priests are therefore brands plucked by the omnipotence of 
grace from the fire of merited judgment� (Minor Prophets, Vol. II, pg. 259). 
 
Although Joshua the High Priest wears glorious clothes as an earthly mediator and as a 
type, these clothes are filthy garments in the heavenly places; these clothes are unfit to be 
worn before a holy God and King.  This is to remind us of the sins of not only the High 
Priest before God, but all of the covenant people in Israel. 
 
Joshua the High Priest as representative of Israel had broken the covenant of works; this 
law-breaking was what was represented by his filthy rags.  Satan the Accuser is seeing 
Joshua �in the first Adam� and not able to see or to understand that God could send a 
�second Adam� as representative of His people who could keep the covenant of works on 
behalf of those who fell in Adam through the Serpent�s deception in the Garden Paradise.   
 
It is interesting to note here that while Satan the Accuser knows and understands fully 
that man has broken the covenant of works in Adam, and now presently as it were, Israel 
had consistently broken the covenant of works revealed in Moses� Law, he cannot fathom 
or understand the covenant of grace God had also promised for those who believe 
revealed in Genesis 3:15, and later more specifically to Abraham and �his seed�. 
 
Satan realizes that Israel has been cut off from God for punishment of the Mosaic 
covenant of works (as Zechariah 1:12 tells us), but he cannot understand how God will 
still be faithful to his own, those sinners God would pluck from the fire of his wrath like a 
brand because of grace and mercy. 
 
In light of this accusation, the Mediator, the Angel of YHWH commands his angelic 
servants to forensically remove the filthy garments from the High Priest and to clothe him 
with pure vestments (v. 4).  Although Satan the Accuser points to the truth of the filthy 
garments in God�s presence, the Angel of YHWH shows mercy and grace in his 
removing of the old garments and the putting on of the new. 
 
In fact, the very removal of the filthy garments is symbolic of the removal of Joshua�s 
greater need, the removal of iniquity (v. 4b).  Here we have God justifying the guilty and 
imputing righteousness to those who believe.  God says in the courtroom setting, in 
response to Satan�s accusations: �NOT GUILTY!� 
 
A clean turban is placed on the High Priest�s head as the Angel of YHWH stands by him 
as his Heavenly Mediatorial representative before God (v. 5). 
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It is very important to understand here that something is removed and something is 
added; something is taken away, and something given.  The filthy garments are removed 
from Joshua the High Priest so that they no longer defile him and make him filthy before 
God.  His guilt is completely removed; it is as if Joshua (and those he represented as High 
Priest) had never sinned and become filthy and dirty before God�s Holy Throne. 
 
But just as importantly, something is given.  He is given holy clothes that �clean him up� 
and make him holy before God.  Joshua the High Priest�s guilt and filth have been 
removed, and righteousness or holiness has been given or imputed to him.  This is 
justification by faith alone being revealed as the hope of the Old Covenant people (cf. 
Romans 4).  As the Psalmist (Psalm 51) and Isaiah wrote: 
 
Have mercy on me,1 O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 
mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin! 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you 
only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your 
words and blameless in your judgment. 
 
ESV Isaiah 1:15-18: When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash 
yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to 
do evil, 17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow's cause. 18 "Come now, let us reason1 together, says the LORD: though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 
become like wool. 
 
What is further involved and implied in this great justification and exchange and 
transaction is that Joshua is justified before God, sanctified, that is made holy, and 
typologically glorified (cf. Romans 8:28-30). 
 

ESV Romans 8:29-30: For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
The Levitical Priesthood represented by Joshua were sinful men, who nevertheless were 
called and commissioned to serve as mediators before God (see Hebrews 5:4).  Their 
ministry in the temple required them to go through symbolic cleansings before they 
entered into the Most Holy Place to offer sacrifices on behalf of the people. 
 
ESV Exodus 30:17-20: The LORD said to Moses, 18 "You shall also make a basin of bronze, with 
its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and 
you shall put water in it, 19 with which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their 
feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to 
burn a food offering1 to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They 
shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to 
them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations." 
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These Mosaic cleansing commands were to remind the people of their sins before God, 
and yet God provided them substitutionary, typological, symbolic ways to �cleanse� 
themselves by faith as they served before God in the tabernacle and temple.  However, 
this passage in Zechariah reveals more fully to us at this point in redemptive-history that 
those cleansings were impermanent and temporary.  Although the cleansings truly and 
really represented cleansing, sanctification, holiness and glorification, this had yet to 
take place permanently. 
 
What those Mosaic cleansings symbolically represented and pointed upward and forward 
to in redemptive-history is the cleansing we see here in Zechariah�s fourth night vision: 
Joshua is permanently cleansed in his vision of all his filthiness before God and clothed 
in heavenly garments worthy of God�s presence.   
 
These glorified heavenly garments are not tainted by sin and perfectly suited for eternal 
service as a heavenly priesthood of God.  This is one of the great hopes revealed in the 
Book of Revelation much later revealed in redemptive-history: 
 
ESV Revelation 7:11-17: And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12 saying, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor 
and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 13 Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, "Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they 
come?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you know." And he said to me, "These are the ones coming out 
of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 16 They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For 
the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 
After Joshua the High Priest is reinvested with clean, holy and righteous garments before 
God, like Aaron before him (see Exodus 29:38) he is told of his duties as a righteous high 
priest in verses 6-7.  The Angel of YHWH communicates to Joshua how he must live 
before God, and serve before God on behalf of the people with an eye toward a reward 
for his obedience to God�s commands.   
 
Here in verses 6-7 we find revealed nothing less than a reinstatement of the covenant of 
works that God made with Adam and later with Israel (�Do this and you shall live�� 
Exodus 24).  This specific covenant of works was broken and thus why Israel had 
recently suffered chastisement from the Lord and what had led to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians. 
 
In verses 6-7, the Angel of YHWH vows (solemnly assures) that Joshua will be rewarded 
for his obedience to God IF HE IS OBEDIENT:  
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�Thus says the LORD of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then 
you shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of 

access among those who are standing here.� 
 
We should understand here that as Joshua the High Priest is an earthly High Priest and 
representative of a heavenly greater High Priest and Mediator, here we should see the 
typological and the reality merge together in this vision.  The promise or solemn vow of 
the Angel of the LORD is made not as much specifically to Joshua, but to one who holds 
Joshua�s office as High Priest; the promise or solemn vow of the Angel of the LORD is 
made not as much specifically to Joshua, but also to those the one who holds Joshua�s 
office represents � the people of God. 
 
We should look at this passage in this way as the type (Joshua the High Priest) and the 
Anti-Type-Fulfillment (the Angel of YHWH, the Second Person of the Trinity) merge 
together. 
 
What the Angel of YHWH does not possess in that he is not a man like Adam and his 
people, Joshua does; what Joshua does not possess in that he is a sinner and not eternal 
and equal with God to perfectly offer obedience, the Angel of the LORD does.  If these 
two were one person then God�s will could/would be accomplished. 
 
What�s the great need here? 
 
Joshua does not have the ability as a sinner PERFECTLY to walk in God�s ways and 
keep his charge as he has been commanded to do; he is a sinner, and when in the holy of 
holies in heaven, he is characterized as a filthy sinner, one who is covered with iniquities 
before God.  His clothes have been graciously changed and he has been transformed as 
we have noted, but he is still unable to perfectly obey the covenant of works set before 
him by the Angel of the LORD.  Even though Joshua the High Priest is a representative 
of the people, he too needs a representative to keep God�s commandments perfectly for 
him. 
 
This is where we must remember this is only a vision at that point in redemptive-history; 
a truth of God�s Word, but not yet a full reality. 
 
Joshua does not possess the ability to serve God perfectly and righteously, and so Satan 
the Accuser has every right to accuse him before God.   
 
Yet the Angel of the LORD is revealed throughout Scripture as equal with God in 
essence and glory and power; the Angel of the LORD is the Second Person of the Trinity 
and he is God. 
 
The Angel of the LORD promised as I AM to Abraham that the covenant would be kept 
(Gen. 16:10ff; 22:11ff); the Angel of the LORD dispensed God�s wrath against covenant 
breakers in the time of Moses (Numbers 22:22ff); the Angel of the LORD brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt and was revealed to Moses in the burning bush as �I AM THAT I 
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AM� (Exodus 3:2; Judges 2:1); the Angel of the LORD is the Divine Warrior who is 
commander of the LORD�s army (Joshua 5:13-15). 
 
The Angel of the LORD possesses eternity and life in himself, but he is not a man.   
The Angel of the LORD at this point in redemptive-history cannot serve as an earthly 
priestly mediator on behalf of God�s people because the people of God need a human 
representative who is like them. 
 
If these two persons were merged together, united together in one ministry, then this 
work of permanent iniquity removal before God might be accomplished (3:9b).  What is 
typified here in Zechariah�s heavenly vision where a sinner is clothed in righteousness 
and justified, sanctified and glorified could be a reality in human history- -and not merely 
a prophetic vision. 
 
If these two persons (the Angel of the LORD and Joshua the High Priest) were united 
eternally in this specific prophetic office of Joshua the High Priest, then the covenant of 
works could be kept. 
 
If this were accomplished then as the LORD says to Joshua, he could be rewarded by 
God for full obedience as he says in verse 6 and then would rule over God�s house and 
have charge of His courts, and would have permanent access to heaven and God himself.  
Read verses 6-7 again: 
 
ESV Zechariah 3:6-7: And the angel of the LORD solemnly assured Joshua, 7 "Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then you shall rule my house 
and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who are 
standing here. 
 
What is specifically being promised here for full obedience to God�s commands? (1) 
Joshua the High Priest (or more importantly the one who holds his office) would rule 
over God�s house; (2) Have charge of God�s courts; and (3) Have permanent access to 
heaven and God. 
 
Ruler over God�s house.  God�s house is a temple; it is the place where God dwells with 
his people at this point in redemptive-history (during the time of Zechariah, the prophet 
Haggai who was a contemporary commanded the people to rebuild the temple, God�s 
House, in expectation of Messiah who would come and redeem them from exile). 
 
Joshua the High Priest would be rewarded for full obedience by becoming a Priest-King.  
He would serve in God�s Temple House and would receive the right as ruler over God�s 
people. 
 
Have charge of God�s courts.  This too, is temple language.  If Joshua were to obey  
God perfectly on behalf of the people, then he would be given charge; that is he would 
have authority over God�s earthly temple courts.  As Adam was given dominion over 
God�s temple garden, so if Joshua obeyed where Adam failed, he would be given rule or 
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charge over God�s temple courts where God specially dwelled with his people.  In other 
words he would be given all authority in heaven and on earth (cf. Matt. 28:18ff). 
 
Permanent access to heaven and God.  If Joshua (or one who was in his office) were to 
obey God perfectly on behalf of the people, then he would not only have authority in the 
earthly temple, but also in the temple not made with hands- -where God lives and rules � 
in heaven itself! 
 
The Joshua Priesthood was offered heaven itself (Kline, pg. 118)!   
 
Adam was driven out of Eden, the place where God dwelled with man for disobedience 
to the covenant of works; Israel and her priesthood were exiled from the land which 
symbolized paradise for their breaking of the covenant of works; how would Joshua the 
High Priest accomplish this great task of earning heaven by his works through 
obedience? 
 
The question is: Even if Joshua could keep the covenant of works as a sinful man from 
�this day forth�, how could the guilt of sin and the imputation of Adam�s sin be removed 
from humanity?  What had to happen was full and perfect obedience to God, as well as a 
full payment for the sins of Adam, True Israel, and every sinful person whom God loves 
(Romans 5:12-21). 
 
Pause.  And this is what makes Isaiah�s prophecy so beautiful that it should ring in our 
ears as good news of great joy for all people- -especially at Christmastime! 
 

�Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.� 
 
In the fullness of the times this eschatological night vision of Zechariah became an 
incarnate reality in the night at Christmas in Bethlehem.  The angels cried out with joy 
and great glory: 
 
ESV Luke 2:10-14: "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for 
all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!"1 

 
Mary gave birth to a child; a real human child- - a child that was like Joshua the High 
Priest and like other priests according to the Aaronic Order.  Mary�s conception was 
supernaturally the result of her being overshadowed by the Holy Spirit and she gave birth 
to a man like Joshua the High Priest who was in hypostatic and eternal union with the 
Angel of the LORD or the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. 
 
God would become man! The Angel of the LORD would unite himself in hypostatic 
union with humanity in the womb of Mary! The Angel of the LORD would be �like us� 
(as Joshua the High priest was like us).  As the author of the Book of Hebrews teaches us: 



 11

 
ESV Hebrews 2:14-18: Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted. 
 
The incarnation was the result of God�s eternal plan to save his people.  The Messiah that 
the covenant people during Zechariah�s time longed for would be God himself- -and a 
real man. 
 
The earthly and the heavenly would intersect not only in Zechariah�s vision, but also in 
the incarnation- -in the very virgin birth and in the conception in Mary�s womb.  Type 
and Anti-Type would be eternally and hypostatically united in One Person, the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST! 
 
What Joshua the High Priest (nor anyone else in all of Israel could do) was perfectly to 
obey the will of God; what the Angel of the LORD was not at the time of Zechariah�s 
vision in redemptive-history, he could now become in the enfleshing of God! 
 
Beyond our wildest dreams and imaginations, God would become man.  The very 
Heavenly One the High Priest in his earthly ministry pointed upward and forward to 
became man- -that is, he became a real flesh and blood man so that heaven and earth 
might intersect throughout his ministry, and once again be united together in Him. 
 
As the God-Man, the Messiah could serve as representative on behalf of the covenant 
people; he could perfectly obey God�s Law.  As Joshua the High Priest typified this 
Messiah, so the Messiah would be a High Priest too, but not according to the order of 
Aaron but the greater, the eternal Order of Melchizedek.  Jesus would be greater than 
Joshua, and hold a more permanent high priesthood than Joshua! 
 

Jesus, as the Melchizedekian Priest-King would obey in Joshua�s flesh, in believing 
Israel�s flesh, in my flesh, in your flesh, loving God and neighbor and perfectly serving 

both as representative of His people. 
 
And as the Angel of the LORD promised or solemnly vowed to Joshua the High Priest 
who was a recipient of the promise as a type of the One who was to come (and also the 
holder of His office), so the LORD Jesus-Joshua Christ was to be made the ruler over 
God�s House-Temple; in charge of God�s courts, and granted permanent access to the 
real Heavenly Holy of Holies and be enthroned at God�s right hand eternally.  The author 
of the Book of Hebrews (with the prophecy of Zechariah in the back of his mind) 
declared for all who have ears to hear: 
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ESV Hebrews 7:22-28: This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 23 The former 
priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in office, 
24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25 Consequently, he 
is able to save to the uttermost1 those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives 
to make intercession for them. 26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high 
priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He 
has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for 
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law 
appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than 
the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 
 
Jesus Christ is the Branch (3:8).  Jesus Christ is the Branch of David that shall rule and 
possess the eternal Davidic Kingdom (more on this in our second sermon).  Jesus Christ 
is not only a priest, but a Priest-King with great authority (more on this aspect of Messiah 
in our second part from Zechariah 6:9-15). 
 
ESV Isaiah 11:1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit. 
 
ESV Jeremiah 23:5 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 
 
ESV Jeremiah 33:15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up 
for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
 
ESV Zechariah 6:12 And say to him, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, "Behold, the man whose 
name is the Branch: for he shall branch out from his place, and he shall build the temple of 
the LORD. 
 
Jesus Christ is the One through whom God will remove the iniquity of the land in a single 
day (3:9). 
 
Jesus Christ will unite a family together in him (3:10). 
 
This family will be more fully revealed in the New Covenant as the very Household of 
God, or God�s Temple House where God dwells. 
 
ESV Ephesians 2:19-22: So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,1 but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole 
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are 
being built together into a dwelling place for God by1 the Spirit. 
 
Jesus will die for his people and remove sin.  Jesus Christ will be resurrected and 
ascended to God�s right hand where he will serve at Mediator-Advocate before the Father 
on behalf of God�s people. 
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Because of Jesus� ascension, Satan the Accuser no longer has access to the Holy of 
Holies or the throne room of God.  As Revelation 12:7-10 teaches: 
 
And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated and there was no longer any 
place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who 
is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world- he was thrown down to the earth, 
and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 
"Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ 
have come, for the accuser of our brothers1 has been thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God. 
 
Why is the Accuser no longer allowed access? Because the iniquity of God�s people has 
been permanently removed by the LORD Jesus Christ.  Now the only one in heaven who 
has a right to judge and condemn is the LORD Jesus Christ who stands as our Advocate 
and Intercessor before the Father: 
 
ESV Romans 8:31-34: What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be1 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not 
also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, 
who was raised- who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
 
God�s people can no longer be condemned because the only Person who has the right to 
condemn them has justified them by faith through the Lord Jesus Christ�s own blood.  
Through the blood of Jesus Christ, we are clothed by faith in Jesus� righteousness and we 
live holy lives in grateful obedience for what God has graciously done for us.   
 
ESV Zechariah 13:1 "On that day there shall be a fountain opened for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and uncleanness. 
 
As the New Testament teaches us, Jesus Christ has forgiven our trespasses, and cancelled 
the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands for God�s wrath, justice 
and punishment (what the Accuser is pleading for in Zechariah 3)- -and God nailed it to 
the cross- -disarming the rulers and authorities, triumphing over them in his death! 
 
ESV Colossians 2:13-15: And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities1 and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him.2 
 
God has made us His Temple-House in Jesus.  God has made us His priestly servants 
who worship Him in spirit and truth and offer sacrifices of praise, and sacrifices of our 
entire lives.  As God�s Temple-House people, we live righteous lives clothed before God 
with garments of salvation and covered with a robe of righteousness with a beautiful 
headdress.  The Prophet Isaiah saw this day made possible by the Incarnation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 
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ESV Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 
 
Jesus is the full realization of Joshua the High Priest and in Him God has redeemed all of 
True and Believing Israel where we shall dwell in the presence of the LORD forever.  
Jesus is the one through the blood of the New Covenant in His blood removed iniquity of 
the land in a single day! 
 
Let us rejoice this Christmas season in our �not guilty� verdict of our justification by 
faith alone in Christ alone.  Let us be thankful that in Jesus Christ by His Holy Spirit we 
are justified, sanctified and glorified as Zechariah�s vision gave us a glimpse of what 
Jesus would accomplish for his people in their permanent cleansing before God. 
 
Let us be thankful to God that God indeed was made flesh for us to obey perfectly where 
Adam and Israel and we had failed; Christ Jesus perfectly kept the covenant of works, 
and redeemed his people from the lake of fire, the second death described in Revelation 
2:10-11 and 20:6. 
 
All those who believe (like Joshua the High Priest) are brands that are plucked from the 
fire in Jesus Christ! 
 
Let us cling this Christmas to these great promises that have been declared to us, all 
because Jesus, the One greater than Joshua the High Priest said in response to the angel 
of YHWH: �I will walk in the ways of the LORD of hosts and keep his charge on 
behalf of my sinful people clothed in filthy garments�: 
 
Hebrews 10:9-18: "Behold, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ1 had offered 
for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that 
time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness 
to us; for after saying, 16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, 
declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds," 17 then 
he adds, "I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 18 Where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 
As Meredith Kline wrote: �In that day [JESUS] would in historical fact vanquish the 
serpent, accuser of the brethren; remove the guilty stains of his people and clothe them in 
righteousness; seal them with his Spirit, renewing them in the image of God; and restore 
them as a royal priesthood, heirs of heaven�s glory, blessed with access into the throne-
presence of the Lord their God. Behold the Angel of the Lord, the coming One. Behold 
my Servant, the Branch� (Glory in Our Midst, pg. 127). 
 
CRB 
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