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��IIMMMMAANNUUEELL::  
IINNCCAARRNNAATTIIOONN  AANNDD    

IINNCCAARRNNAATTEE  EEXXAALLTTAATTIIOONN  
IISSAAIIAAHH  99::66--77;;  PPHHIILLIIPPPPIIAANNSS  22::99--1111  

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  22001100  
RREEVV..  CCHHAARRLLEESS  RR..  BBIIGGGGSS  

 
ESV Philippians 2:6-11: �Who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Although Christ Jesus was equal with God in His essence, power and glory, he made 
himself nothing, becoming a man for us and for our salvation.   
 
Jesus is our Immanuel. Jesus is God �with us,� and God �for us!�  

Jesus-Immanuel is �born of a woman for us,�  �born under law for us,� �on the cross for 
us,� �exalted and enthroned in heaven for us!�   

This morning we will have the privilege of combining both Christmas and Easter as we 
glory in and marvel at the work of Immanuel �God for us� in his birth, life, death, 
resurrection and ascension-exaltation at God�s right hand!  

Bring the poinsettias and the Easter lilies! Bring the Christmas cookies and the jelly 
beans! ☺ 

Philippians 2:6-11- Three Movements 
 

1. Pre-Incarnation- 2:6-7 
2. Incarnation/Humiliation of Christ- 2:7-8 
3. Incarnate Exaltation of Christ- 2:9-11 

 
We will focus on the 3rd movement of the Apostle Paul�s Christological hymn-poem in 
Philippians 2:6-11 that points to Jesus� exaltation �for us�. �For to us a child is born, to 
us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder�� 
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How does the phrase: �Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given� 
(Isaiah 9:6) reveal the two natures of the one Christ? How are the two 
natures revealed in Philippians 2:6-11 
 

• �A child is born�- Humanity 
o One born 
o To lead (Isa. 11:6) 
o A human being 
 

• �A son is given�- Deity 
o Eternal Son 
o �Equal with God� 

 
All that is prophesied by Isaiah the prophet 800 years prior to the birth of Christ, we see 
the Apostle Paul teaching in Philippians 2:6-11: 
 

• One equal with God 
• Born  
• Human 
• God 
• Humbled and exalted to the highest place 

 
�A child, a Son� 
It is important to stress the one person and two natures of Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus was 
one person, one man; he had two natures. These natures are not to be confused, mixed 
together, separated, etc. 
 
The Person of Christ Jesus: He is God; he is man (Phil. 2:6-8). He is Eternal; he was 
born. He is Infinite, he became finite. 
 
He is Omniscient, Omnipresent, and Omnipotent; he was found Learning, Local, and 
Limited. 
 
One Person, two natures, and one office as Mediator (It is probably best when we 
speak of Christ�s humanity we don�t say: �Christ�s human nature did such and such�.or 
this and that�� but rather that we should say: �Christ according to his human nature 
did�� emphasizing the one person of Jesus Christ (in two natures). 
 
Christ was �one Christ�: He was Incarnate to bring salvation as Prophet, Priest and King. 
 
Our Confession asks in the Larger Catechism (Q&A, 40): �Why was it requisite that the 
Mediator should be God and man in one person?� 
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This is seeking to ask the question: �Why the �God-Man�? Cur Deus Homo? Why was it 
necessary in God�s great grace and salvation plan for God to become flesh? 
  
Our Confession answers in the Larger Catechism: �It was requisite that the Mediator, 
who was to reconcile God and man, should himself be both God and man, and this in 
one person, that the proper works of each nature might be accepted of God for us, and 
relied on by us, as the works of the whole person.� 
 
Some Notes of Reminder as we tread in this mysterious, yet glorious territory: 

 
" Jesus Christ was not some cosmic �half and half� (a little bit God and a little bit 

man). 
 
" Jesus Christ did not merely appear to be a man- -he was truly human. 

 
" God the Second Person of the Trinity did not cease being God when he became 

man. Christ emptied himself (Phil. 2:7) only in the sense that he humbled himself 
and veiled his glory and put aside his rights as Deity to become man for us and for 
our salvation. 

 
" Jesus Christ is Theanthropos: The God Man (One unique Person or individual 

with two natures). 
 
" Jesus Christ did not take upon human nature just for a little while, but 

permanently became the God Man (both God and Man) permanently forever. 
 
" The Second Person of the Trinity became something he was not previously in the 

incarnation without in any way diminishing his deity. 
 
Christ is two natures united in one person forever. This doctrine is called the 
"hypostatic union." The Westminister Shorter Catechism very concisely and clearly 
states this essential doctrine:  
 
"The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who being the eternal Son 

of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be God and man, in two distinct 
natures, and one person, for ever." 

 
What is our Gospel Hope? 
What is our hope of the Name of �Jesus� as Mediator? 
Jesus is the Savior of Sinners! All who come to him, he will receive and represent before 
God! He will never leave you nor forsake you! He is kind and gentle and meek and 
humble of heart but he will free you from slavery to sin, and fear of death and the 
burdens placed on you by the devil himself. 
 
What is our hope of Jesus� Name �Immanuel� as Mediator? 
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What man did not do, and could not do, God did in the God-Man Jesus Christ. Because 
He loved us and wanted to take us as His very own Beloved children to be in heaven with 
Him eternally! 
 
What is our hope of Jesus� title �the Christ� as Mediator? 
Jesus was one person who was anointed above measure with the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish his earthly mission, submit to death on our behalf, and to be exalted in our 
nature at God�s right hand in heaven! 
 
The child, the Son would humble himself, even becoming obedient to death, even as low 
as obedience to death on a cross (Phil. 2:8). Remember this: 
 
New Testament commentator G. Walter Hansen wrote: �Death on a cross was not a 
heroic death, a noble death, but a shameful death, a disgraceful death. The cross 
displayed the lowest depths of human depravity and cruelty. It exhibited the most brutal 
form of sadistic torture and execution ever invented by malicious human minds�.� 
(NTPC, Philippians). 
 
[Excursus (Not in sermon, but use later for teaching, or another sermon: �Why did Christ 
have to die?� Implications, how can God die, etc.? 
 
If Christ Jesus is God, how can God die: ��Becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross� (Phil. 2:8b)  
 
Significance of Christ�s Death: 
Why did God Man have to die? Why did Christ Jesus have to die? 
 
God is holy. In his perfect and holy justice, he must punish and condemn sin as he 
warned Adam: 
 
ESV Genesis 2:17 �But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die." 
 
Although Adam and his posterity would die as a curse; they would not die eternally if 
they would only believe God�s promise. 
 
God promised to them that a descendant of Adam and Eve�s (the seed of the woman) 
would come, a true man, and would remove the curse for all who believe: 
 
ESV Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel." 
 
After the fall of Adam and Eve into sin, God clothed Adam and Eve because of his mercy 
and love toward his believing creatures. What fig leaves and man�s own doing could not 
accomplish, God did: 
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ESV Genesis 3:21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins 
and clothed them. 
 
Throughout the Old Covenant God accepted sacrifices in the place of man, so that 
believing man who held to the promises of God for life, would not eternally die, but 
would live in God�s presence. 
 
One day a man would come born of the woman, the seed of the woman, to undergo the 
judgment of suffering and the curse under the Law of God. 
 
ESV Isaiah 53:4-6, 10: Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
 
ESV Isaiah 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his 
days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
 
ESV Hebrews 9:13-14: For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and 
bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14 how 
much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 
 
Jesus Christ died for us so that we might live for God. 
 
Jesus Christ died to reconcile and bring peace with God: 
 
ESV Romans 5:1-2, 6-8: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God�. 
 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person- though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die- 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 
 
Richard Sibbes wrote: �Now that Christ has taken our nature, it is become pure in him, 
and beloved of God in him. And God in him is become lovely, because he is our nature; 
yea, in Christ, God is become our Father�.His nature is sweet to us in Christ; our nature 
is sweet to him in Christ�.We may conceive of God as �Immanuel� because God is well 
pleased with us, and we are well pleased with him. Out of Christ we are angry with God, 
and He angry with us.� 
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Christ was God and able to fulfill all righteousness and bear up under His own divine 
wrath for sins. 
 
Christ was man in that he was able to represent mankind and truly love obeying the Law 
of God and fulfilling it (cf. Matt. 5:17-20); as well as he could truly die as Substitute man 
in our place, because he was man; he could bleed and die for us. 
 
Without trying to be crass, or disrespectful; Christ with regard to death under God�s 
infinite wrath and curse has �been there and done that� as the Second Adam for all 
who believe. 
 
Those who believe in Him, although we die; we will live with Him eternally. Death 
becomes for us a mere entrance into the Glorious Presence of God where we shall dwell 
sinless with God for all eternity! 
 
Praise God! 
 
��Becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross�- Phil. 
2:8- 
 
New Testament commentator G. Walter Hansen wrote: �Death on a cross was not a 
heroic death, a noble death, but a shameful death, a disgraceful death. The cross 
displayed the lowest depths of human depravity and cruelty. It exhibited the most brutal 
form of sadistic torture and execution ever invented by malicious human minds�.� 
(NTPC, Philippians). 
 
How could God die? 
 
We sing in And Can it Be?! 
�Tis Mystery all! Th�Immortal dies; who can explore his strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries to sound the depths of love divine. 
�Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, let angel minds inquire no more. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?! 

- Charles Wesley 
 
God cannot die, but God was united to humanity in one person: Christ Jesus. 
 
Christ Jesus died. 
 
Christ Jesus is Immanuel. 
 
Christ Jesus is the One Mediator. 
 
Christ Jesus is one person with two natures: human and divine. 
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His office as Mediator, as Prophet, Priest and King was accomplished by ONE PERSON 
who had two natures. 
 
Focus on the ONE PERSON: Christ Jesus. 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote in Acts 20:28 
 
ESV Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his 
own blood. 
 
Westminster Confession of Faith seeks to answer this well: 
WCF 8.7  Christ, in the work of mediation, acteth according to both natures, by each 
nature doing that which is proper to itself:(1) yet, by reason of the unity of the person, 
that which is proper to one nature is sometimes in Scripture attributed to the person 
denominated by the other nature. (2) (1)Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 3:18. (2)Acts 20:28; John 
3:13; 1 John 3:16.] 
 
End of Excursus. 
 
From Humiliation to Exaltation! 
This humility will result in exaltation to God�s right hand however! This man, Christ 
Jesus, would also be a ruler who would be highly exalted! 
 
ESV Isaiah 9:6a-7: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder�.Of the increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
ESV Philippians 2:9-11: Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
We have the entire History of Redemption revealed to us in a nutshell in summary in 
Paul�s first letter to Timothy (that reveals Christ�s humiliation and exaltation of God-
Man). 
 
Behold the work of Christ Jesus in one verse! We see both Christ�s humiliation and 
exaltation in His One Person as Christ, and in His One mission for us. 

ESV 1 Timothy 3:16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: He [God] 
was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed 
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory. 
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Jesus Christ would be "God with us" born of a woman, born under Law, to redeem under 
Law (Gal. 4:4-7). Why? So that all who believe could have the adoption as sons; Jesus 
was born so that we might be God's children. He was born so that we might be heirs of all 
the goodness of God in Him! 

Jesus Christ would be "God with us" to be born of a woman to live perfectly in our place; 
Christ Jesus considered His own people so significant that he veiled his own glory and 
put aside his own rights as Divine Son, so that we might have eternal life and live in 
communion and union with God again (Phil. 2:6-11). 

Jesus Christ would be "God with us" to be obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Jesus would die under God's curse for all of his people's sinful rebellion and 
transgressions against God. For all of our disordered and misplaced loves; for all of our 
idolatry, and loving something or someone more than we love God and His Christ! 

Jesus Christ would die under the curse, to redeem those under the curse, satisfying the 
full wrath of God, and removing our transgressions before God as a substitutionary Sin-
Offering in our place! Jesus Christ was "God with us" as the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world! 
 
Christ has been exalted in our nature; Christ sits on David�s throne eternally in heaven 
�for us�! 
 
All believers have a friend in heaven who knows how they feel; who has been where they 
are; who has resisted sin in their place; who has died and felt the power of sorrow, 
rejection, pain and death; who has undergone the wrath of God and lived to tell about it; 
who has gone into heaven victorious and successful in His Messsianic Mission to take the 
Highest and Most Exalted Throne at God�s right hand the Highest Name that can be 
given! 
 
Can you say daily with confidence because of the work of Christ for you: 

• �Jesus stood up to sin and resisted in my nature!� 
o �I can resist sin as God�s child.� 
 

• �Jesus stood up to Satan and conquered in my nature!� 
o �I can stand firm in Christ without fear and folly.� 
 

• �Jesus stood up to God�s wrath in my nature!� 
o �I can receive God�s forgiveness and love and know that I have 

been redeemed and there is peace with God.� 
 

• �Jesus stood up to my sufferings, my problems, my hard-heartedness, 
and reveals the power of the Spirit to be freed!� 

o �I am not alone; He will never leave me nor forsake me 
because he has sought me out to redeem me.� 
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• �Jesus is at God�s right hand in heaven for me in my nature!� 
o �I can seek God, enter into to the very Holy of Holies in 

Heaven and find my Savior full of grace.� 
 
Jesus has been humbled for you; Jesus has been exalted for you. 
 
�Immanuel: God EXALTED IN HEAVEN for Us�: The Exalted and 
Sovereign Christ of Christmas 
 
�The government shall be upon His shoulder; Highly exalted, Name above every name! 
(Isaiah 9:6; Phil. 2:9-11). 
 
Christ Jesus would be a ruler:  
 

• Jesse�s seed (Isaiah 11:1ff) 
• Heir to David�s Throne (2 Sam. 7); Psalm 89:18ff; Luke 1-2) 
• Heir to David�s Eternal Throne 

ESV Philippians 2:8-11: And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

What do we learn? 

• He humbled himself (2:8) 
 
• God highly exalted him! (2:9a) 

 
The word in Greek for �highly exalted� (Phil. 2:9) is up̀eru,ywsen - uper (above) 
+ upsoo- compound word that is translated into �highly exalted. 
 
This doesn�t mean that God exalted Jesus to a higher place than his state of 
humiliation in the Incarnation; this is true enough. 

 
What this means in Philippians 2:9 is that God exalted Jesus Christ to the most 

highest, most loftiest place above every exalted and lofty place and state!! 
 

He was �Hyper-Exalted! 
 

• God bestowed on him the name that is above every name (2:9b) 
 

• Jesus was the name he was born and raised with: �Savior of sinners.� 
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• �Jesus was his birth name. 
 

• The LORD Jesus was the name that was bestowed on Him by God in His 
exaltation. 

 
o Lord Kurios was the Christ�s exalted name. 
o �Name� has the nuance here of �authority� or �power� or �dignity� 

or �deity� or right to worship� etc. 
 

• JESUS CHRIST IS LORD! (Not �Caesar� or any other ruler, even those 
who claimed divine rule!) 

 
At the Name of Jesus every knee will bow, every tongue confess! He will judge the 
world! 
 
• JESUS CHRIST HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE JUDGMENT OF 

THE WORLD! 
 

ESV Acts 17:30-31: The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on 
which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 
dead." 

 
• All will bow and confess Jesus Christ is LORD to the glory of God the 

Father! 
 

Jesus Christ is our exalted Lord in heaven; 
Jesus Christ is exalted Lord of heaven! 

 

If Christ Jesus is God, how can God be exalted (more than He already is 
as God Almighty?!) Why would God need to be exalted? (Phil. 2:6, 9-11) 
 
This is where we must keep in mind that Jesus Christ was born. Yes he was God, but as 
Eternal God, equal in essence and power and glory with God, he united himself to 
humanity in the womb of the Virgin Mary.   
 
Jesus was one person with two natures; God did not need exaltation, but the humanity 
God took upon himself was truly human and could be exalted: 
 
Westminster Confession of Faith seeks to answer this well: 
WCF 8.7  Christ, in the work of mediation, acteth according to both natures, by each 
nature doing that which is proper to itself:(1) yet, by reason of the unity of the person, 
that which is proper to one nature is sometimes in Scripture attributed to the person 
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denominated by the other nature. (2) (1)Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 3:18. (2)Acts 20:28; John 
3:13; 1 John 3:16. 
 
As my friend and colleague Chad Van Dixhoorn writes in his forthcoming commentary 
on the confession of faith, concerning chapter 8, section 7: �It is important to understand, 
and the Confession states this here, that it is not the human nature of Christ that saves 
us. Nor is it the divine nature of Christ that saves us � no, it is Christ himself �acting 
according to both natures� who is our Savior and deliverer.� 
 
In the incarnation, the Second Person of the Trinity became something he was not before: 
God-Man. This is who it can be said that Christ Jesus humbled himself; but God exalted 
him: one Christ, with two natures; one person, God-man was exalted to the Highest Place 
at God�s right hand! 
 

The meaning of Christ�s exaltation: 
 
Jesus Christ has been vindicated before God's justice; he is �not guilty� before God�s 
judgment. 
 
Jesus Christ although sentenced and put to death by sinful men on a heinous cross fit only 
for the worst crimes and criminals imaginable, and for those who had no rights in the 
Roman Empire (because of God's plan, see Acts 2:22-36), God has highly exalted Him to 
heaven itself (Phil. 2:8-11). 

Death could not hold Jesus, it had no "rights" over him! Why? Because although 
Jesus died as a ransom and substitute in the place of sinners "becoming sin for us" (2 Cor. 
5:21), he himself was perfect and righteous, without sin (Heb. 4:14-16). Once His 
mission was completed in Jesus' perfect life and death for sinners, God exalted Him to 
the highest place in heaven! 

Now a man sits in heaven; now a man rules and reigns in heaven "for us"! What joy! 
Consider this, ponder this; worship the King of kings and Lord of lords!!  

As John Owen wrote magnificently: 

�Heaven itself was not what it is, before the entrance of Christ into the true sanctuary 
to accomplish the administration of His office as Mediator.� 

We need a better understanding and focus on Christ�s Ascension-Exaltation for us. 

As Christians we often ponder Jesus' incarnation and resurrection (as we should!), but we 
must never forget Jesus' ascension to God's right hand to take the eternal Throne of David 
his father (see Psalm 89:18ff; 2 Samuel 7; Acts 2:22ff). 

Jesus had to fulfill all righteousness by being born as a true man of David's descent, and 
as heir of David's throne so that God's covenant promises would be fulfilled in Him. 
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We read in Isaiah's prophecy that the "...Government should be upon His shoulder...Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. " 

Jesus Christ is "God with us" and �God for us� in heaven. 

Rejoice in this! 

When man went to the moon, communications were sent back to tell all the world that the 
deepest hopes of mankind had been fulfilled! Television broadcasts, word of mouth, and 
newspapers proclaimed the great news that man's greatest hope had been fulfilled. 

We marvel that man has stepped on the moon, how much more should we marvel that a 
man, Jesus Christ, presently not only steps in heaven, but rules and reigns there to serve 
as Faithful Mediator on behalf of all who believe!  

Just to know that one of us got to the moon was such an encouragement; how much more 
is it encouraging to know that one of us got to heaven -  -permanently- -eternally- -and all 
whom he represents are there too already (Col. 3:1-4). 

As one man stepped on the moon as representative of the hope fulfilled of all mankind, so 
one man, Jesus Christ, has stepped into heaven itself to appear before God, as the 
representative of all those through hope believe the promises of God! Praise God! 

Jesus is our Great High Priest, who represents all who come to him by faith; so let us 
hold fast our confession and be faithful as God's people! 
 
ESV Hebrews 4:14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

Christ Jesus rules and reigns as Lord of Heaven and Earth in heaven for us at God�s right 
hand. We are united to Him by His Spirit, and we can and do communicate with this 
Great Lord and King through prayer, reading and meditation on the Scriptures. 

 
What happened in Christ�s exaltation (eternally indebted to John Owen�s glorious 
writings on the Jesus Christ, the God-Man in his exaltation for the following that have 
been digested into my own words): 
 
Christ�s exaltation is not merely the Son of God receiving the glory He had with the 
Father before the world began (cf. John 17; Owen notes that no human being could ever 
receive glory that belongs to God alone!). Christ according to his human nature was 
glorified! 
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�It is not merely the human nature of Christ [in the exaltation], but Christ according to 
his human nature that is exalted.� �J. Owen (emphasis on the one Christ). 
 
The Holy Spirit glorified the human nature of Christ, and made it every way meet for his 
eternal residence- -just like he will do our own humanity- -Jesus was a pattern for us in 
this way (We shall see Him as he is and be like him, 1 John 3). 
 
Jesus �passed through the heavens� (Hebrews 4:14): 
 
ESV Hebrews 4:14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
 
Triumphal Entry: Ascension to Mt. Olives, the glory of God departs from temple and 
city (as in Ezekiel 11:23), and Jesus enters the cloud. Jesus passes through not the veil of 
the temple into the Holy of Holies, but into Heaven itself. 
 
Heaven�s Triumph: Victory in the Holy War between God and His enemies- Christ is 
Victor, Champion, like David over Goliath, but of the highest and most perfect 
manifestation of this champion- -He is the One Greater than David! 
 
Received into Glory: �There is joy in heaven upon the returning and repentance of one 
sinner; and what was there when Christ that causes sinners to return, and saves all those 
that believe, was received into his glory?! No heart can conceive, much less can any 
tongue express, the glorious reception of the human nature of Christ in heaven!� 
Christ�s Spirit is active in us, and to us as He lives to help us to intercede, to help us 
understand the will of our King, to communicate all of the benefits of Christ�s mediation, 
and to help us grow up and mature in Him so that we would be like him. 

We can live with a little bit of heaven here! 

Why? Three reasons:  

1) Our nature is in heaven; God is pleased with our nature and all people clothed in the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 

2) We have one who sympathizes and understands us in heaven like no one else can, or 
ever will 

3) Our exaltation to heaven has begun, as Christ is the firstfruits of the entire harvest of 
God�s people (1 Cor. 15:20ff). 

What hope should we ponder in our "Immanuel" today? 

Look at these attributes of our Heavenly Savior revealed in Isaiah 9:6. Behold, our 
Savior's lovely and beautiful and glorious character revealed here!  
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What are some of the attributes of the Lord Jesus Christ that are revealed in Isaiah 
9:6-7?  
 
Wonderful Counselor 
Mighty God 
Everlasting Father 
Prince of Peace 

Jesus, our "Immanuel" is described as "Wonderful Counselor" and "Mighty God" 
and "Everlasting Father" and "Prince of Peace". 

"Wonderful Counselor" teaches us that Jesus is one who understands the will of 
God as Divine Christ, and reveals God's will to us through His Word and by His Spirit. 
Jesus is "Wonderful Counselor" as an Advocate before the Father to represent us, and to 
forgive us, pleading the very faithfulness and justice of God on our behalf when we 
confess our sins (1 John 1:8-2:2). 
 
"Mighty God" teaches us that Jesus has the power to do above and beyond all that we 
ask or imagine. He can not only hear our prayers, but ANSWER THEM AS WELL! 
Although He is great and infinite, he dwells in God's presence united to our finite nature 
and can sympathize with us in our weakness. Although he is high and lifted up, he knows 
intimately how to dwell with the humble, especially in their times of need. 
 
"Everlasting Father" teaches us that Jesus tenderly cares for us and provides for us 
like a loving Father. This designation of his character is not to confuse Jesus with the 
Father, as the Second Person of the Trinity. It is to bring comfort to God's people that 
Jesus cares, and is like a good earthly father, but far greater because He possesses 
Eternity ("Eternal Father") and like a father, he leads, guides, disciplines for our good, 
and loves us. 
 
"Prince of Peace" teaches us that Jesus brings first reconciliation with God and 
believing man. Jesus brings together sinful men and women who were opposed to God, 
and who were the very enemies of God in their unbelief (see Romans 5:6-11). While we 
were enemies, God brought peace to all who believe through Jesus (see the message of 
the angels in Luke 2:11-14). Jesus also brings peace between races, and in families, and 
in relationships of all kinds, and men in Jesus learn to forgive, and love one another! 

Jesus Christ, the God-Man rules and reigns over heaven and earth for all who believe. We 
have a man who has not only stepped into heaven, but lives to pray for us, to be our 
Advocate-Counselor before the Father, ever pleading His own precious blood so that His 
people would be forgiven. 

Our nature has been sanctified in Jesus the God-Man, Immanuel, "God with us" so that 
we who believe can become like him. He became like us (except for sin), so that we 
could be like him. 
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Jesus Christ forgives those who look to him by faith; he represents them as the Second 
Adam, as the very Head of a New Creation, and He is committed to making us think, act 
and look like him. 

And that we will live with him for all eternity. 

Death for the believer now is merely an entrance into life itself; life as it should be 
defined: Life in communion and union with the Triune God! 

Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Divine Trinity, took permanently and eternally to 
Himself our nature as one man, fulfilling the office of the one Mediator, one Christ, for 
us. 

He now lives and reigns at God's right hand and this is where the hope of every believer 
is found: At God's right hand! 

At this time of year (whether you celebrate the Christmas season, or Advent), at any time 
of year, let us remember the God-Man, Immanuel, "God with us" and seek Him as our 
only hope of heaven, and the very fulfillment of life itself. As 16th century Puritan 
Richard Sibbes wrote: 

�[Jesus Christ, the God-Man] is not only God with us in our nature, but He is God for 
us in heaven at all times, and He is God in us by His Spirit.� � Richard Sibbes 

Jesus Christ rules and reigns on David's throne at God's right hand. He extends peace to 
all who believe. But be warned and soberly repent immediately if you in any way oppose 
God and His Anointed One, the Christ (see Psalm 2). 

He came the first time as a meek and lowly Lamb of God; this great and exalted King of 
kings and Lord of lords will return as the very Lion of Judah!  

For those who love Him and long for His appearing, He will take them to the blissful 
presence of God Himself for all eternity; for those who do not love him, and therefore 
oppose and hate his rule and reign, they will wish that they had never been born when 
they will have to bear up under the wrath of the Lamb of God Almighty (see Revelation 
19). 

He, who does not through faith in Jesus Christ have a friend in heaven, has a foe who 
will come from heaven to judge the world according to his own righteous rule (Acts 
17:30-31; Rev. 19:11ff).  

Now more than ever you need the right man on your side, the man of God�s own 
choosing; now you desperately need to have a friend in the highest place of all! (Phil. 
2:9-11). 
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Let us fix our minds, our hearts, our focus on heaven, where Christ is, and where lives are 
now hidden in him: 

ESV Colossians 3:1-4: If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 

Let us repent and believe, and let us with great thankfulness, worship and serve the 
Living God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, the One who has saved us and redeemed us 
by His blood, and taken our very nature into heaven to appear before God on our behalf! 

Let us rejoice that we will be like him and see Him in all His glory as HE IS NOW! 

�Of what advantage to us is Christ�s ascension into heaven? Answer: First, that he is our 
advocate in the presence of the father in heaven; secondly, that we have our flesh in 
heaven as a sure pledge, that he, as the head, will also take up to himself, us, his 
members; thirdly, that he sends his Spirit as an earnest, by whose power we seek the 
things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God, and not things on 
earth.� �Heidelberg Catechism, Eighteenth Sabbath 

Why must we never say as believers: �No one understands me!� or �No 
one cares� or �I�m alone� or �No one knows how I feel!� or �I am 
powerless to do God�s will�? 
 
BEHOLD THEANTHROPOS-GOD MAN, the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
Because Jesus is LORD, and has been given the very Name, authority, dignity, and all 
rights as God as God-Man, as Christ, let us worship and serve Him with fear and 
trembling; let us work out our salvation (Phil. 2:12-13), knowing He is working in us His 
grace to reveal His glory in us from heaven! 
 
If you do not know Him, listen to the Gospel call of the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
ESV Isaiah 45:22-23: "Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, 
and there is no other. 23 By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in 
righteousness a word that shall not return: 'To me every knee shall bow, every tongue 
shall swear allegiance.' 
 
Is there anyone or anything more important to you than developing a deeper friendship 
through union and communion with Christ Jesus, the Highly Exalted King of kings and 
Lord of lords?! 
 
Do you know that you are an heir of the world in Him? 



 17

 
You have a friend in the highest of high places! 
 
Live like it. 
 
Live for Him! 
 
CRB 
 
 


